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biographical 


EDWARD  HOWARD  HUTCHINSON 

No  resident  of  Buffalo  occupies  a  higher  place  in  public  regard  than 
does  Edward  Howard  Hutchinson,  who  has  long  enjoyed  an  enviable  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  banker  and  realtor  and  is  equally  well  known  as  a  civic  worker 
and  as  a  man  of  generous  impulses  and  broad  humanitarianism.  A  native 
of  this  city,  he  was  born  March  7,  1852,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Elli- 
cott  avenue  and  North  Division  street,  in  the  family  home,  which  was  then 
considered  one  of  the  most  pretentious  dwellings  in  Buffalo.  He  was 
the  only  child  of  John  Martin  and  Eunice  Alzina  (Howard)  Hutchinson. 
His  father  was  born  in  Williamsville,  New  York,  March  25,  1820,  while 
the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  Frankfort,  this  state,  on  the  16th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1821,  and  they  were  married  in  Buffalo,  January  7,  1851.  Both 
were  of  English  lineage  and  according  to  the  old  records  members  of  the 
Hutchinson  family  lived  in  Cowdam,  England,  as  early  as  1282.  The 
great-grandfather,  Elisha  Hutchinson,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Lebanon,  Connecticut,  and  other  branches  of  the  family  established  their 
homes  in  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.  John  Hutchinson,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Edward  H.  Hutchinson,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  November  22, 
1792,  and  in  1816  settled  in  Williamsville,  New  York,  where  he  operated 
a  large  tannery,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1865.  In  1818  he  was 
married  to  Harriot  Martin  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  Their  son,  John  Martin  Hutchinson,  also  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  leather  industry  and  engaged  in  business  in  Buffalo  from  1849 
to  1867,  when  he  retired.  He  passed  away  August  17,  1886,  having  long 
survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  March  13,  1852.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rufus  and  Nancy  (Hungerford)  Howard. 

Edward  H.  Hutchinson  acquired  his  early  instruction  in  the  old  School 
No.  10,  long  since  replaced  by  a  large  substantial  school  building  of  the 
same  number,  occupying  the  same  site.  He  next  attended  the  Central 
high  school,  which  he  left  in  1869  to  take  a  course  of  study  under  Pro¬ 
fessor  Horace  Briggs,  preparatory  to  entering  Harvard  University,  but 
owing  to  eye  trouble  did  not  complete  his  higher  education.  On  recover¬ 
ing  his  health  he  entered  business  life,  becoming  associated  with  L.  W. 
Drake  &  Company,  pork  packers,  in  1870.  Five  years  later  their  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Hutchinson  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  advertising  business,  which  at  that  time  was 
practically  a  new  field,  and  opened  the  first  newspaper  advertising  agency 
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in  Buffalo.  It  was  located  at  195  Main  street,  where  the  Buffalo  Times 
building  now  stands,  and  from  that  small  nucleus  was  later  developed 
a  complete  printing  plant.  In  1895  Mr.  Hutchinson  sold  his  advertising 
agency  and  printing  establishment  in  order  to  devote  his  time  to  banking 
and  the  management  of  his  estate.  His  property  holdings  are  extensive 
and  include  several  of  Buffalo’s  large  business  blocks  and  apartment 
buildings.  In  1887  he  erected  on  Main  street,  north  of  Virginia  street, 
the  substantial  structure  which  has  since  been  known  as  the  Hutchinson 
block,  and  two  years  later  the  Hutchinson  office  building  at  73  West 
Eagle  street,  opposite  the  city  hall,  was  completed.  In  1890  he  again 
contributed  to  the  city’s  architectural  adornment,  erecting  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Carlton  streets  an  imposing  structure  which  bears  the  name 
of  The  Strathmore  and  is  a  duplicate  of  the  Hutchinson  block.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  successful  management  of  his  large  real  estate  interests,  Mr. 
Hutchinson  figures  prominently  in  local  banking  circles  as  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  and  a  member  of  its  executive  and 
finance  committees.  Sagacious  and  farsighted,  he  readily  recognizes  the 
opportunities  and  possibilities  of  a  business  situation  and  has  focused  his 
energies  in  directions  where  fruition  is  certain. 

Business,  however,  constitutes  but  one  phase  of  Mr.  Hutchinson’s  ac¬ 
tivities,  which  have  been  largely  centered  in  those  channels  through  which 
flows  the  greatest  and  most  permanent  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  he  has  been  a  demo¬ 
crat  and  has  been  selected  for  public  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
working  as  earnestly  and  as  effectively  for  the  general  good  as  for  the 
promotion  of  his  individual  interests.  In  1887  he  was  the  successful 
candidate  for  alderman  from  the  old  tenth  ward,  now  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  defeating  his  republican  opponent  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  votes.  Through  appointment 
of  Mayor  Bishop  in  1891,  he  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  fire  com¬ 
missioners,  on  which  he  served  for  two  years,  and  was  its  chairman  at 
the  time  he  resigned.  In  1900  he  was  named  by  Mayor  Diehl  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Union  Station  Commission,  to  which  he  was  reappointed  by 
Mayor  Knight,  and  had  been  made  chairman  of  its  executive  committee 
when  this  commission  was  formed.  Since  1892  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Buffalo  City  cemetery  (Forest  Lawn)  and  is  serving  for  the 
twenty-sixth  year  as  its  president.  For  five  years  he  was  vice  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  Association,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member, 
and  he  also  has  a  life  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  has  ever  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  the  Hutchinson  high  school  at  Elmwood  avenue  and  Chippewa 
street  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  liberality  and  civic  spirit.  It  was  in 
1909  that  he  presented  to  Buffalo  the  site  of  the  Hutchinson  homestead  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  and  the  gift  was  accepted.  The  work 
of  construction  was  started  in  March,  1913,  and  the  building  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  time  for  the  opening  of  the  fall  term  of  1914.  It  replaced  the 
old  Central  high  school  and  by  resolution  of  the  common  council  was 
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named  for  the  donor  of  the  site.  The  new  structure  was  opened  January 
21,  1915,  for  public  inspection  and  the  thousands  who  visited  it  paid 
tribute  to  the  man  who  made  possible  this  fine  school  building. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  has  long  been  active  in  religious  work  and  for  many 
years  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  of  which  he  became  a  war¬ 
den  in  1922,  and  through  subsequent  reelections  has  been  continued  in 
that  office  from  year  to  year.  He  is  a  member  and  vice  president  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Church  Charity  Foundation  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo,  commonly  known  as  the  Church  Home.  In 
1895,  on  the  Church  Home  grounds  at  the  corner  of  Front  avenue  and 
Rhode  Island  street,  he  erected  the  Hutchinson  Memorial  Chapel  which 
he  gave  to  the  Church  Charity  Foundation  as  a  memorial  to  his  parents. 
In  1908  he  presented  to  St.  Paul’s  Church  a  large  pipe  organ  which  ranks 
with  the  finest  in  the  country,  and  through  his  generous  contributions 
and  personal  efforts  he  has  exerted  a  potent  force  for  spiritual  uplift 
and  moral,  intellectual  and  material  advancement  in  his  city. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1872,  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  married  in  Buf¬ 
falo  to  Miss  Jeanie  Blanche  Ganson,  who  passed  away  December  14,  1921, 
leaving  two  daughters,  of  whom  Martha  Williams  is  the  elder.  She  was 
born  September  12,  1873,  and  became  the  wife  of  Geoffrey  Purcell,  by 
whom  she  has  two  sons.  Howard  G.,  born  October  29,  1897,  married 
Maurine  Cannon  in  1929  and  is  now  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  making  his  home  in  Alhambra,  California.  Ganson  Purcell,  born 
September  1,  1905,  was  graduated  from  Williams  College,  of  Williams- 
town,  Massachusetts,  in  1927,  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1930, 
in  which  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Blanche,  the  second  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  was  born  April  9,  1876,  and  in  1900,  became 
the  wife  of  John  Henry  Baker,  of  Buffalo.  Their  family  numbers  six 
children :  Sarah  Hutchinson,  who  was  born  October  15,  1901,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Roger  W.  Gratwick,  of  Buffalo;  Jean  Watson,  born  April 
27,  1903,  who  is  Mrs.  J.  Frederick  Rogers,  and  has  a  daughter,  Joan,  born 
August  20,  1918;  John  Hutchinson,  who  was  born  July  9,  1905,  and  was 
married  to  Miss  Keinath  Jones;  Edward  Folsom,  who  was  born  July  13, 
1907,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Lehigh  University;  Barbara,  who  was  born 
October  3,  1912,  and  is  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  Paris,  France;  and 
William  Watson,  who  was  born  June  9,  1917,  and  is  attending  school  in 
Buffalo. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  has  been  a  Mason  for  many  years  and  is  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.  of  which  he  is  also  a 
trustee ;  Adytum  Chapter,  No.  235,  R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Council,  No.  20, 
R.  &  S.  M. ;  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a 
Shriner,  belonging  to  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  an  honor¬ 
ary  member  of  the  Buffalo  Exempt  Firemen’s  Association,  a  life  member  of 
the  Veteran  Volunteer  Firemen’s  Association,  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  this  city,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Associate  Society  of  Chapin  Post,  No.  2, 
G.  A.  R. ;  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  makes  his 
home  at  296  Linwood  avenue,  which  he  erected  in  1910,  and  has  been  a 
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lifelong  resident  of  Buffalo,  witnessing  notable  changes  in  its  aspect  with 
the  passing  years  and  playing  a  leading  part  in  the  work  of  development 
and  progress.  Aspiring  to  high  ideals  of  service,  he  has  utilized  practical 
methods  in  their  accomplishment,  and  his  has  been  a  long  and  intensely 
active  career  of  wide  contacts  and  great  usefulness. 


JAMES  CRATE  LARKIN 

From  the  time  he  entered  on  his  business  career  J.  Crate  Larkin  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a 
representative  of  the  third  generation  of  the  Larkin  family  to  be  an 
official  of  this  great  corporation.  Born  in  this  city  on  the  4th  of  June. 
1902,  he  is  a  son  of  John  D.,  Jr.,  and  Edna  (Crate)  Larkin  and  a  grand¬ 
son  of  John  D.  Larkin,  Sr.,  the  founder  of  the  business  now  controlled  by 
Larkin  Co.,  Inc. 

J.  Crate  Larkin  attended  the  Elmwood  school  of  Buffalo,  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Nichols  school  in  1919  and  completed  his  education  at 
Williams  College,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1923.  When  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years  he  first  entered  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  and  was  assigned  the  task  of  writing  their  news¬ 
paper  advertisements  for  the  chain  food  stores,  receiving  fifteen  dollars 
per  week  for  this  work  which  occupied  two  summers  of  his  college  term. 
Three  months  after  his  graduation,  he  was  transferred  to  the  mail  order 
department  and  gained  a  knowledge  of  the  merchandising  end  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1923  he  was  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  cafeteria 
and  in  the  following  year  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  retail  department 
store  which  the  company  opened  in  1924,  in  which  capacity  he  still  con¬ 
tinues.  He  was  elected  a  director  of  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  in  1926  and  has 
since  had  full  charge  of  the  advertising  department.  In  1926  he  became 
secretary  and  in  1927  was  elected  as  assistant  treasurer.  He  is  now  vice 
president,  secretary,  assistant  treasurer  and  a  director  of  Larkin  Co.,  Inc., 
of  Buffalo,  and  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  both  Larkin  Co.  of 
Illinois  and  Larkin  Co.  of  Pennsylvania.  In  these  he  is  associated  with 
his  father,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  companies,  and  both  have  a  genius 
for  successful  management,  the  labors  of  the  one  ably  supplementing 
and  rounding  out  the  efforts  of  the  other.  Modern  processes  have  been 
adapted  to  manufacturing  needs  and  the  Larkin  products  have  become 
a  household  word  throughout  America,  for  the  highest  standards  of 
service  and  quality  of  merchandise  have  always  been  maintained.  Among 
his  other  business  interests  and  corporate  connections,  J.  Crate  Larkin  is 
secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Pottery,  Inc.,  a  director  of 
The  Gasoline-Smith  Company  and  a  director  of  Fioret,  Inc.,  of  Paris, 
France. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1924,  Mr.  Larkin  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Florence  Daniels,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Daniels,  of  this 
city.  She  was  educated  at  Westover  School,  Middlebury,  Connecticut, 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1922.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkin  have  a  son 
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and  a  daughter,  both  born  in  Buffalo:  James  Crate,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
December  30,  1924;  and  Florence,  born  December  18,  1927. 

During  1917  Mr.  Larkin  attended  the  naval  school  at  Culver,  Indiana, 
but  took  no  active  part  in  the  war.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  republican  party  and  he  conscientiously  performs  the  duties  of  citizen¬ 
ship  but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  Mrs.  Larkin  is  active  in  the 
work  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Junior  League.  She  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club  and  Mr.  Larkin  is  a 
member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Society,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Lake  Shore  Hunt  Club  and  the  Weendigo 
Club  of  Windfall,  Canada.  As  suggested,  he  finds  his  recreation  in  golf, 
hunting  and  boating  and  enjoys  the  social  side  of  life.  Mr.  Larkin  is 
an  excellent  example  of  the  type  of  business  man  developed  in  the  present 
age,  decisive  in  his  methods  and  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  proposition.  Forceful  and  resourceful,  he  carries  forward  to  success¬ 
ful  completion  whatever  he  attempts  and  he  maintains  unsullied  the 
splendid  reputation  for  business  integrity  and  enterprise  which  has  ever 
been  associated  with  the  family  name.  Mr.  Larkin’s  city  residence  is  at  100 
Windsor  avenue,  while  his  summer  home  is  on  Sturgeon  Point  road, 
Derby,  New  York. 


PAUL  ARTHUR  SCHOELLKOPF 

Paul  Arthur  Schoellkopf,  president  of  the  Niagara  Hudson  Power 
Corporation,  is  a  representative  in  the  third  generation  of  a  family  that 
has  furnished  originality,  vision,  powers  and  resources  to  the  development 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier  through  a  period  of  more  than  eighty  years.  He 
was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  March  7,  1884,  the  only  son  of  his  parents, 
Arthur  and  Jessie  (Gluck)  Schoellkopf,  and  a  grandson  of  Jacob  Freder¬ 
ick  and  Christiane  Sophie  (Durr)  Schoellkopf.  This  Jacob  Frederick 
Schoellkopf,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was  born  at  Kirch- 
heim,  Germany,  November  15,  1819,  in  which  country  the  history  of  the 
family  is  traceable,  from  its  origin  in  Geislingen,  in  the  year  1415,  with¬ 
out  interruption  up  to  the  present  time.  He  was  a  young  man  when  he 
came  to  America  in  1842  and  in  1844  settled  in  Buffalo.  An  extended 
mention  of  him  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Arthur  Schoell¬ 
kopf,  father  of  Paul  A.  Schoellkopf,  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and 
Christiane  Sophie  (Durr)  Schoellkopf  and  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  June  13,  1856.  He  died  at  Miami,  Florida,  February  3,  1913,  in 
his  fifty-seventh  year.  He  had  been  vice  president  of  the  Hydraulic  Power 
Company  of  Niagara  Falls  and  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  Niagara  Falls. 
As  a  young  man  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  development  of 
a  hydraulic  canal  that  was  the  forerunner  of  the  vast  water  power  develop¬ 
ment  in  Niagara  Falls.  He  was  here  married  October  13,  1880,  to  Jessie 
Gluck,  who  was  born  April  19,  1856,  a  daughter  of  Alva  and  Margaret 
(Fraser)  Gluck.  Her  father,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Pennsylvania, 
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March  11,  1824,  died  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  January  23,  1886. 
Her  mother,  a  native  of  Inverness,  Scotland,  born  October  10,  1824,  passed 
away  at  Niagara  Falls,  February  27,  1897.  Arthur  and  Jessie  (Gluck) 
Schoellkopf  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  a  son,  Beatrice  and  Paul 
Arthur.  The  former,  born  October  2,  1881,  is  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Penn, 
who  was  born  in  Reidsville,  North  Carolina,  February  24,  1875. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Paul  A.  Schoellkopf  attended  the 
Cascadilla  School  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  the  University  Preparatory  School 
at  Ithaca  and  then  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1906.  After  leaving  college  he  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father  in  the  power  development  at  Niagara  Falls. 
He  became  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Hydraulic  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  and  upon  its  consolidation  with  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company 
was  elected  its  president,  which  position  he  has  since  occupied.  Some 
idea  of  the  extent  and  breadth  of  his  activities  may  be  gained  from  the 
following  list  of  his  other  official  connections :  president  of  the  Niagara 
Hudson  Power  Corporation ;  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Niagara 
&  Eastern  Power  Corporation;  director  of  the  Niagara,  Lockport  & 
Ontario  Power  Company ;  director  and  president  of  the  Frontier  Corpora¬ 
tion;  director  and  president  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Security  Corporation; 
director  of  the  New  York  Power  &  Light  Company;  chairman  of  the  board 
of  the  Power  City  Trust  Company;  president  of  the  Lewiston  Heights 
Company,  the  Gluck  Realty  Company  and  the  Cliff  Paper  Company;  and 
director  in  the  Marine  Midland  Corporation  and  also  the  Marine  Midland 
Trust  Company  of  New  York,  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company, 
the  Empire  Builders  Supply  Company,  the  Manufacturers  and  Employes 
Mortgage  Corporation,  the  Central  Hudson  Gas  &  Electric  Corporation, 
the  Tonawanda  Power  Company,  the  Eastern  States  Power  Company, 
the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of  Maryland,  the  Lower  Niagara  River 
Water  Supply  &  Power  Corporation,  the  U.  S.  L.  Battery  Corporation,  the 
Remington-Rand  Company,  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company,  the  Niagara  Falls 
Hotel  Corporation,  the  Niagara  Gorge  Railroad  Company,  the  Niagara 
Electric  Service  Corporation  and  the  Claude-Neon  Displays,  Inc. 

Paul  A.  Schoellkopf  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Niagara  County  Savings 
Bank  of  Niagara  Falls,  trustee  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Memorial  Hospital 
and  chairman  of  the  Frontier  Bridge  Commission.  He  has  membership 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  the 
Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  he  belongs  to  the  American 
Electro-Chemical  Society.  His  club  connections  are  extensive,  including 
membership  in  the  Niagara  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club  and  the 
Niagara  Falls  Automobile  Club  of  Niagara  Falls;  the  Country  Club,  the 
Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo; 
the  Cornell  Club  and  the  Broad  Street  Club  of  New  York;  the  Congres¬ 
sional  Country  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  the  Tuscarora  Country  Club 
of  Wilson,  New  York;  and  the  Everglades  Club  and  Gulf  Stream  Golf 
Club  of  Palm  Beach,  Florida.  As  a  college  student  he  became  a  member 
of  Zeta  Psi  fraternity. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1911,  in  Reidsville,  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
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Schoellkopf  was  married  to  Mattie  Irwin  Penn,  born  October  28,  1888, 
a  daughter  of  Frank  Reid  and  Annie  (Spencer)  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schoellkopf  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  a  son,  namely :  Jasmin, 
born  January  12,  1913 ;  and  Paul  Arthur,  Jr.,  born  November  20,  1916. 
The  family  residence,  Penn-Schoell,  is  at  Lewiston  Heights,  Niagara  Falls. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  R.  POOLEY 

One  of  the  noteworthy  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Buffalo  is 
Colonel  William  R.  Pooley,  who  is  likewise  well  known  on  account  of  his 
distinguished  record  in  the  military  service  of  his  state  and  country. 
For  nearly  four  decades,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  during 
this  time  has  conducted  litigation  of  importance  and  wide  variety,  to  the 
credit  of  himself  and  the  benefit  of  his  clients.  Colonel  Pooley  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  October  5,  1872,  a  son  of  Samuel  M.  and  Alice  (Holden)  Pooley, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England  and  died  in  Buffalo.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Richard  Pooley,  was  born  and  died  in  England,  where  he  was  a 
large  land  owner.  Samuel  M.  Pooley  came  to  America  in  his  boyhood 
and  attended  public  school  No.  1  in  Buffalo.  For  many  years  before  his 
death  he  was  connected  with  the  bureau  of  engineering.  He  served 
throughout  the  Civil  war,  from  1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private,  to 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of  major.  He  was 
wounded  during  the  fighting  at  Antietam. 

William  R.  Pooley  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  read  his 
Blackstone  in  the  offices  of  the  law  firm  of  Close  &  Fleischmann.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1894,  and  after  the  firm  of  Close  &  Fleischmann 
had  dissolved  he  remained  with  Simon  Fleischmann  as  an  associate  until 
1907,  at  which  time  he  became  clerk  of  the  surrogate  court.  He  resigned 
this  position  January  1,  1916,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Simon 
Fleischmann  under  the  name  of  Fleischmann  &  Pooley,  which  continued 
until  April,  1921,  on  which  date  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  public 
service  commissioner  for  the  state  of  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association,  also  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association. 

Colonel  Pooley  first  joined  the  New  York  National  Guard  in  the  year 
1892,  and  on  June  16th,  1916,  went  to  the  Mexican  border  as  major  of 
the  Seventy-fourth  New  York  Infantry.  On  February  24,  1917,  he  was 
mustered  out  of  service,  but  on  the  28th  of  March  following  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  Army,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Wadsworth, 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina.  From  this  point  he  was  ordered  to  France 
with  the  Fifty-fifth  Pioneer  Infantry,  but  was  transferred  to  the  Seventh 
Infantry,  Third  Division  of  the  United  States  Army,  with  which  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  offensive  and  accompanied  the  first  Army 
of  Occupation  sent  into  the  Rhineland  after  the  armistice.  During- this 
time,  Colonel  Pooley  was  connected  with  the  superior  provost  court,  for 
the  trial  of  civil  offenders  against  the  laws  of  war  in  the  occupied  terri¬ 
tory.  In  April,  1919,  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  was  mustered 
out  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Infantry  at  Camp 
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Devens,  Massachusetts,  on  April  28,  1919,  which  completed  a  service  of 
two  years  and  one  month  in  the  World  war,  and  over  eight  months  on  the 
Mexican  border.  He  was  made  colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
fourth  Infantry,  New  York  National  Guard,  on  February  2,  1920,  which 
rank  he  now  retains. 

Colonel  Pooley  is  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  the  Buffalo 
Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple,  the  Jesters,  the  Buffalo  Lodge  of  Elks,  the 
Turnverein,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Bluffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  New 
York  Society  of  Military  and  Naval  Officers  of  the  World  War,  and  the 
American  Legion.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party, 
and  his  religious  creed  is  that  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  October  16,  1900,  at  Portville,  New  York,  Colonel  Pooley  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Harriett  W.  Lowery,  a  native  of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of 
Guy  T.  and  Melissa  (Wales)  Lowery,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Pooley  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  is  past  state  president  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

Colonel  and  Mrs.  Pooley  have  three  children :  Harriett,  a  graduate 
of  Syracuse  University,  is  the  wife  of  Cary  Field  Clay,  of  Paris,  Kentucky ; 
Richard  L.,  a  graduate  of  Culver  Military  Academy,  married  June  How¬ 
land,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  a  son,  William  R.  II ;  Catherine  is  attending  the 
Ward-Belmont  School  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


JUDGE  CHARLES  BARKER  WHEELER 

One  of  the  most  respected  and  able  jurists  of  western  New  York  is 
Judge  Charles  B.  Wheeler,  now  official  referee  of  the  supreme  court,  but 
who  was  a  judge  in  this  highest  tribunal  of  the  state  for  a  period  of 
fifteen  years.  He  has  a  long  and  honorable  record  before  the  bar  and 
upon  the  bench ;  a  record  of  accomplishment,  and  of  rare  judgment  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  great  import.  There  were  many  reasons  why  Judge  Wheeler 
should  have  been  the  unanimous  choice  of  all  parties  for  this  high  legal 
position.  His  extraordinary  legal  talents,  his  personal  popularity,  his 
industry,  integrity,  and  innate  honesty,  are  just  a  few  of  the  considera¬ 
tions.  In  municipal  affairs,  he  has  always  been  actively .  interested,  and 
holds  the  well-merited  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
men  of  Buffalo.  The  examples  and  precepts  handed  down  by  men  of  his 
type  are  inspirations  to  the  younger  generations  entering  the  practice 
of  law,  and  are  the  foundation  stones  of  a  noble  profession. 

Charles  B.  Wheeler  was  born  at  Popular  Ridge,  New  York,  December 
27,  1851,  a  son  of  Cyrenus,  Jr.,  and  Jane  (Barker)  Wheeler.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  Cyrenus  Wheeler,  Sr.,  was 
born  at  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  and  died  at  Popular  Ridge,  New  York, 
July  4,  1888.  In  his  early  life,  he  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Dexter 
Wheeler,  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts. 
Dexter  Wheeler,  in  association  with  his  cousin,  David  Anthony,  built  the 
first  cotton  mill  ever  built  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  at  a  time  when 
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Fall  River  was  known  as  Troy.  The  mill  in  question  is  still  in  existence, 
being  operated  by  the  Troy  Manufacturing  Company.  Cyrenus  Wheeler, 
Sr.,  later  removed  to  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming.  His  wife  was  born  in  Bristol,  Massachusetts,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Evans,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  she  died  at  Popular  Ridge. 
Cyrenus  Wheeler,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Seekonk,  New  York,  March  17,  1817, 
and  died  at  Auburn,  New  York,  March  21,  1900.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
farmer,  but  subsequently  became  an  inventor  of  mowing  and  reaping 
machines,  taking  out  about  forty  patents.  For  many  years  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cayuga  Chief  Manufacturing  Company,  which  made  one  of 
his  patented  machines.  This  company  later  merged  with  the  D.  M. 
Osborne  Manufacturing  Company,  which  made  his  machine.  He  was  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  was  mayor  of  Auburn  for  four  terms.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Auburn,  New  York. 
His  wife  was  born  at  Ledyard,  New  York,  June  12,  1821,  and  died  Janu¬ 
ary  5,  1895  at  Auburn.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Abbott  and  Phoebe 
(Ogden)  Barker.  Her  father,  who  was  born  at  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
and  died  at  Ledyard,  New  York,  was  a  farmer  and  tanner.  His  wife  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  died  at  Ledyard.  John  A.  Barker  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Betsy  Barker,  the  former  having  been  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Connecticut. 

Charles  B.  Wheeler  attended  the  district  school  at  Popular  Ridge,  and 
graduated  from  high  school  at  Auburn,  New  York,  in  1869.  In  1873  he 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Williams  College,  which  institu¬ 
tion  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1913,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  notable  services  in  the  profession. 

After  graduating  from  Williams,  Judge  Wheeler  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Sprague  &  Gorham  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was  admitted  to  the  state 
bar  in  1876,  and  practiced  in  Buffalo  alone  until  1881,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Hon.  Sherman  S.  Rogers  and  Franklin  D.  Locke,  which 
connection  continued  until  1884.  He  then  practiced  alone  until  1906,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  New  York  supreme  court  for  a  period  of  one 
year.  He  was  then  regularly  elected  to  the  supreme  bench  for  a  term  of 
fourteen  years,  having  been  the  unanimous  choice  of  all  the  political 
parties.  At  the  expiration  of  his  service  in  this  court,  he  was  immediate¬ 
ly  appointed  official  referee  of  the  supreme  court,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  Prior  to  going  upon  the  supreme  bench,  Judge  Wheeler  served 
eleven  years  as  chairman  of  the  municipal  civil  service  commission.  He 
was  also  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  William  Rogers  of  the  state  militia 
for  a  number  of  years.  His  political  affiliation  has  always  been  with  the 
republican  party.  The  republican  and  democratic  judicial  conventions 
which  nominated  him  for  a  fourteen  year  term  in  1907,  both  met  at  the 
Iroquois  Hotel  within  an  hour  of  each  other,  both  nominated  Judge 
Wheeler  and  then  both  adjourned  to  the  grill  of  the  hotel  and  had  a  friend¬ 
ly  luncheon  together. 

Judge  Wheeler  was  married  in  Buffalo,  June  28,  1883,  to  Frances 
Munro  Rochester,  who  was  born  here,  August  8,  1855,  and  died  in  this 
city,  August  26,  1921.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  F.  and  Mar- 
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garet  (De  Lancey)  Rochester,  the  father  having  been  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Buffalo  and  a  grandson  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Rochester,  for 
whom  the  city  of  Rochester,  New  York,  was  named.  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
Wheeler  was  a  descendant  of  James  De  Lancey  who  was  colonial  governor 
of  the  province  of  New  York,  and  was  a  son  of  Etienne  De  Lancey,  who 
came  to  America  at  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Her 
grandfather  was  the  Right  Rev.  William  Heathcote  De  Lancey,  first  Epis¬ 
copal  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  western  New  York. 

Mrs.  Wheeler  was  also  a  direct  descendant  of  Colonel  Caleb  Heathcote, 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Scarsdale  whose  older  brother,  Gilbert  Heathcote, 
was  at  the  same  time  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London  and  one  of  the 
founders  and  the  first  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  son  of 
Gilbert  Heathcote  an  officer  in  Cromwell’s  Army  and  four  times  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Chesterfield,  England. 

Mrs.  Wheeler  was  also  a  descendant  of  an  older  sister  of  John  Jay, 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  William  Smith,  commonly  known  as  “Tangier”  Smith,  at  one  time 
governor  of  Tangiers,  Africa,  under  the  English  government.  He  came  to 
America  and  became  lord  of  St.  George’s  manor  on  Long  Island  and  was 
appointed  chief  justice  of  the  province  of  New  York. 

Another  of  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  ancestors  was  Judith  Stuyvesant,  a  sister 
of  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant,  she  married  Balthazar  Bayard,  who  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Bayard  family  of  Delaware.  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  ancestral 
line  could  also  be  traced  to  Jacob  Van  Cortland  who  was  mayor  of  New 
York,  lord  of  the  Van  Cortland  manor  and  chief  justice  of  the  province 
of  New  York. 

She  was  also  a  descendant  of  Gertrude  Schuyler,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Schuyler,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Harry  Munro,  a  younger  son  of 
one  of  the  lords  of  Fowlis  in  Scotland  and  traces  back  on  this  line  for 
thirty-five  generations.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  became  the  parents  of 
a  son  and  a  daughter:  Thomas  Rochester  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass  of  Buffalo,  while  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  Jane  Barker,  is  the  wife  of  Roland  Lord  O’Brian,  of  Buffalo.  Judge 
Wheeler  has  eight  grandchildren,  namely :  Anne  Ramsdell,  Frances 
Rochester,  Evelyn,  and  Charles  Barker  Wheeler,  II;  and  Jane  Frances, 
Kathleen,  Patricia,  and  Alice  Eleanor  O’Brian. 

Judge  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  vestryman.  He  belongs  to  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  frater¬ 
nity  and  the  University  Club  and  finds  diversion  in  golf.  Since  1895  he 
has  lived  at  305  Elmwood  avenue. 


ROBERT  S.  DONALDSON 

The  record  attained  in  banking  circles  of  western  New  York  by  Robert 
S.  Donaldson,  president  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  at  Buffalo,  is 
not  only  one  of  laudable  and  successful  achievement,  but  is  also  most  inter¬ 
esting,  for  Mr.  Donaldson  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  institution 
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which  he  entered  as  a  messenger  boy  in  1868,  sixty-two  years  ago.  Were 
the  detailed  and  technical  history  of  his  life  to  be  written,  it  might  well 
serve  as  a  text  to  the  younger  and  to  future  generations  of  bankers.  As 
a  financier,  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  friend  of  many,  he  occupies  an  outstand¬ 
ing  position,  won  solely  through  his  own  efforts  and  based  upon  merits, 
for  no  inheritance  of  influence  or  of  position  was  his  at  the  beginning. 
The  story  of  his  life  can  be  briefly  told  for  in  young  manhood  he  marked 
out  a  path  for  himself  and  this  he  has  followed  without  deviation  and  with¬ 
out  ostentation. 

Robert  S.  Donaldson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  20,  1851,  a  son 
of  John  and  Susanna  (Somerville)  Donaldson.  He  attended  the  old 
public  school  No.  1  at  Buffalo,  and  the  Central  high  school,  which  educa¬ 
tional  training  he  supplemented  by  a  business  course  in  a  private  school. 
In  1868,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  started  to  work  in  the  bank  as 
a  messenger  boy,  and  through  the  long  stretch  of  years  since  that  date 
he  has  remained  with  this  institution.  From  messenger  boy  he  became 
bookkeeper,  then  two  years  later  became  general  bookkeeper.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  treasurer,  and  in  1908  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  which  position  he  now  retains. 

Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  has  consistently  taken  an  interest  in  civic  affairs,  and  his  support 
is  found  behind  any  project  of  local  nature  which  he  considers  meritorious. 
Baseball  is  Mr.  Donaldson’s  favorite  sport,  and  he  has  long  been  known 
as  an  ardent  fan  of  this  pastime. 

On  May  11,  1876  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Donaldson  and  Miss 
Carrie  Dodsworth,  of  Buffalo.  In  1891  he  erected  and  has  resided  in  a 
home  at  32  Linwood  avenue. 


J.  F.  SCHOELLKOPF,  Jr. 

J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of 
Maryland,  and  an  outstanding  figure  in  financial,  industrial  and  business 
circles  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  a  representative  in  the  third  generation 
of  a  family  that  has  furnished  originality,  imagination,  powers  and  re¬ 
sources  to  the  development  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  through  a  period  of 
more  than  eighty  years.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  3,  1883,  the  only 
son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  Wilma  (Spring)  Schoellkopf  and  a  grandson 
of  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf,  who  was  born  November  15,  1819,  in 
Kirchheim,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1842,  being  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  this  country.  A  more  extended  mention  of  both  father 
and  grandfather  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Jr.,  acquired  his  early  education  at  the  Heathcote 
School  in  Buffalo  and  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Cornell 
University.  He  specialized  in  chemistry,  and  after  leaving  Cornell 
attended  the  University  of  Strassburg,  which  conferred  upon  him  the 
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degree  of  Ph.  D.  Following  his  return  to  the  United  States  in  1908  he 
became  secretary  of  the  Schoellkopf  Aniline  &  Chemical  Works,  Inc.,  of 
which  his  father  was  president.  In  1917  the  company  was  merged  in  the 
National  Aniline  &  Chemical  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr.  Schoellkopf 
served  as  vice  president  and  director  of  manufacturing  until  his  with¬ 
drawal  a  year  later.  During  the  World  war  he  was  a  member  of  the 
chemical  division  of  the  war  industries  board  at  Washington,  having 
charge  of  the  artificial  and  vegetable  dye  section  of  that  division.  October 
15,  1918,  he  entered  the  Officers  Training  School  at  Camp  Johnston,  Flor¬ 
ida.  He  was  discharged  two  months  later  and  returned  to  Buffalo.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1919,  he  made  a  trip  to  the  Orient,  studying 
conditions  in  China  and  Japan,  and  soon  after  his  return  home,  Mr. 
Schoellkopf  was  an  important  factor  in  organizing  the  investment  house 
of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Company  in  October,  1919,  which  in  1921  became 
Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy,  Inc.,  with  J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Sr.,  as  presi¬ 
dent,  J.  F.  Schoellkopf  being  its  first  vice  president.  The  business  of 
this  house  has  been  developed  into  one  of  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  kind  in  western  New  York  investment  circles,  the  company  being  a 
large  underwriter  and  distributor  of  securities,  with  the  home  office  at 
70  Nigara  street,  and  offices  in  New  York  city,  Rochester  and  Niagara 
Falls.  In  August,  1930,  the  entire  capital  stock  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton 
&  Pomeroy,  Inc.,  was  acquired  by  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of  Mary¬ 
land,  thus  bringing  together  under  one  head  the  management  of  both 
corporations  and  widening  the  scope  of  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  in 
providing  it  with  an  underwriting  and  distributing  house.  At  that  time 
J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Sr.,  retired  and  J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Jr.,  became  president. 

Mr.  Schoellkopf’s  activities,  however,  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
investment  security  business  and  affect  many  lines  of  financial,  industrial 
and  commercial  activities.  He  is  president  of  the  Niagara  Share  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Maryland;  president  of  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of  New 
York;  president  of  the  Niagara  Square  Safe  Deposit  Company ;  secretary 
of  the  Buffalo  Electro-Chemical  Company;  vice  president  of  the  Day  Motor 
Car  Company;  trustee  of  the  American  Savings  Bank;  and  a  director  of 
the  Marine  Midland  Corporation,  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo, 
the  Eastern  States  Power  Corporation,  the  Niagara  Hudson  Power  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corporation,  the  Power 
Corporation  of  New  York,  the  Union  Trust  Company  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  the  State  Trust  Company  of  North  Tonawanda,  the  Morris  Plan 
Company,  the  Republic  Steel  Corporation,  the  Niagara  Gorge  Railroad 
Company,  the  General  Railway  Signal  Company,  the  Pierce-Arrow  Motor 
Car  Company,  the  Buffalo  Weaving  &  Belting  Company,  the  Great  Lakes 
Portland  Cement  Company,  the  Curtice  Brothers  Company,  the  General 
Reinsurance  Corporation,  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Corporation,  the  Sken- 
andoa  Rayon  Company,  the  Forest  Oil  Corporation  and  the  Sterling 
Securities  Corporation. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1907,  at  Corning,  New  York,  Mr.  Schoellkopf 
was  married  to  Miss  Olive  C.  Abbott,  who  was  born  July  30,  1886,  a 
daughter  of  George  L.  and  Nelly  Maria  (Houghton)  Abbott.  The  former 
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was  born  in  East  Hamburg,  New  York,  in  1854,  and  died  in  Lake  View, 
Erie  county,  this  state,  June  12,  1923,  while  his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  1854,  passed  away  August  10,  1924. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Schoellkopf,  Jr.,  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters 
and  a  son,  namely :  Olive  Wilhelmina,  the  wife  of  Patrick  Harold  Hodg¬ 
son,  an  attorney  of  Buffalo,  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick, 
Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth ;  Jacob  Frederick  (IV),  born  October 
1,  1910;  Nell  Houghton  Schoellkopf,  born  March  17,  1917;  and  Judith 
Abbott  Schoellkopf,  born  January  28,  1919.  The  family  home  is  at  210 
Summer  street,  Buffalo. 

Though  he  has  contributed  in  various  ways  to  republican  successes 
in  national  and  state  elections,  Mr.  Schoellkopf  has  never  sought  or  desired 
office  as  a  reward  for  his  party  fealty.  He  was  a  “dollar  a  year  man” 
during  the  period  of  the  World  war.  Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities 
of  life,  he  has  membership  in  various  organizations  of  a  social  nature, 
including  the  Buffalo,  Saturn,  University,  Buffalo  Athletic  and  Wanakah 
Clubs,  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo  and  New  York  city,  and  the  Niagara 
Falls  Country  Club. 


GUY  B.  MOORE 

Guy  B.  Moore,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  office  of  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Erie  county  for  the  past  twenty-one  years,  and  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  has  rendered  capable  and  effective  service  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  is  one  of  the  best  known  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  and  has  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  his  responsible  office  in  a  manner  that  has  won  for 
him  general  commendation.  He  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the 
3d  of  September,  1873,  a  son  of  W.  B.  and  Lucy  (Biddle)  Moore,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  Delaware.  His  father 
was  long  a  prominent  figure  in  the  insurance  world.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  as  a  major  in  the  Second  United  States 
Cavalry,  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  In  1883  he  established  his 
home  in  Buffalo,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  born  five  children,  Alfred  B.,  Walter  D.,  W.  Bowen,  Jr.,  Guy  B. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Elkins  Reed. 

Guy  B.  Moore  attended  the  public  schools  of  Washington  and  Buffalo, 
to  which  city  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  when  ten  years  of  age.  After 
graduating  from  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and  from  Andover 
Academy  in  1893,  he  entered  Harvard  University,  which  he  attended  one 
year.  He  completed  his  preparation  for  his  life  work  in  the  law  school 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  being  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  In  1897  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo 
in  partnership  with  Percy  L.  Lansdowne,  an  association  which  was  main¬ 
tained  for  ten  years.  In  1909  Mr.  Moore  was  appointed  first  assistant 
district  attorney,  under  Wesley  C.  Dudley,  and  filled  that  position  until 
May,  1916,  when  Governor  Whitman  appointed  him  prosecuting  attorney 
to  succeed  Mr.  Dudley,  and  at  the  next  regular  election  he  was  elected  to 
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that  office,  which  he  has  held,  by  successive  reelections,  to  the  present  time. 
During  this  period  he  has  handled  many  important  cases  and  his  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  law,  his  persistent  determination  and  his  resourcefulness  have 
enabled  him  to  discharge  his  duties  with  uniform  success. 

Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annette  Armstrong,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Armstrong,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Annette  A.  and  Guy  W.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Bar  Association,  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association. 


HENRY  C.  ZELLER 

One  of  the  foremost  civic  leaders  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  Henry  C. 
Zeller,  who  is  president  of  G.  F.  Zeller’s  Sons,  Incorporated,  tanners  of 
harness  and  sole  leathers,  which  business  has  been  established  in  the  city 
for  forty  years  and  is  located  at  Howard,  Smith  and  Coit  streets.  Mr. 
Zeller  has  always  been  vitally  interested  in  municipal  and  philanthropic 
affairs,  and  has  given  unstintedly  of  his  time  and  means  to  the  further¬ 
ance  of  local  movements  of  importance.  Perhaps  his  most  outstanding 
work  was  in  the  capacity  of  police  commissioner  from  1906  to  1912,  dur¬ 
ing  which  period  he  brought  the  Buffalo  police  department  to  a  high  state 
of  efficiency  and  materially  assisted  the  city  officials  in  creating  better 
moral  conditions  in  the  community.  When  J.  N.  Adam  was  elected  mayor 
of  Buffalo  in  1906,  his  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  Mr.  Zeller  police 
commissioner.  The  latter  took  office  on  March  1st  following,  and  for  six 
years  thereafter  performed  conspicuous  service  at  this  responsible  post. 
The  city  of  Buffalo  was  materially  improved  and  the  police  department 
was  greatly  rehabilitated  through  his  intelligent  and  courageous  adminis¬ 
tration.  Moreover,  he  has  made  a  notable  success  in  carrying  on  the 
tanning  business  established  by  his  father  a  generation  ago,  and  has 
maintained  production  and  quality  of  product  at  the  highest  point.  Mr. 
Zeller  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  is  also  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  Liberty 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation  and  Liberty* 
Limited  Corporation. 

The  birth  of  Henry  C.  Zeller  occurred  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  April 
19,  1860,  his  parents  being  G.  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Mochel)  Zeller. 
The  father,  who  was  born  at  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
was  an  expert  tanner,  and  organized  the  business  of  G.  F.  Zeller  &  Sons 
in  1889,  for  the  purpose  of  tanning  harness  leather.  He  was  a  promin¬ 
ent  democrat,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  President  Grover  Cleve¬ 
land.  His  church  affiliation  was  with  the  Lutheran  denomination.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  and  died  at  Buffalo,  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Mochel, 
a  native  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  who  died  at  Buffalo,  where  he  was  a  pioneer 
merchant. 
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Henry  C.  Zeller  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  also  pur¬ 
sued  a  business  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He 
then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  tanning  business  as  a  part¬ 
ner.  In  1926,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  the  business  was  reorganized 
as  G.  F.  Zeller’s  Sons,  Incorporated,  since  which  time  Mr.  Zeller  has 
been  president.  As  noted,  the  work  of  this  concern  was  originally  the 
tanning  of  harness  leather.  During  the  war,  however,  they  engaged  ex¬ 
tensively  in  tanning  sole  leather  for  government  uses,  and  since  this  time 
both  harness  and  sole  leathers  are  tanned  for  the  market. 

Every  informed  citizen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Zeller’s  laudable  work  in  civic  affairs.  During  the  World  war,  he 
was  very  active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives.  Mr.  Zeller  is  a  member  of 
Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Chapter,  No. 
71,  R.  A.  M.;  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  the  Buffalo  Con¬ 
sistory;  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.;  the  Buffalo  Club;  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club;  the  Buffalo  Country  Club;  the  Buffalo  Rotary  Club;  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club;  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club;  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club;  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  the  Delaware 
Avenue  Association ;  the  Buffalo  Municipal  Research  Bureau ;  the  Cult  of 
the  White  Buffalo;  and  the  Hook  and  Axe  Club.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Tuberculosis  Association,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Board  of 
Trade,  a  director  in  the  East  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Exchange,  also  a  director 
of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  and  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Library.  Mr.  Zeller’s  politics  are  democratic,  and  he 
attends  the  services  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Zeller  has  a  wide  acquaintanceship  among  Buffalo’s  prominent  business 
men  and  citizens  and  not  a  few  of  his  warmest  friends  have  known  him 
from  boyhood. 

On  November  20,  1884,  Henry  C.  Zeller  was  married  at  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Kate  E.  Lenhard,  who  was  born  in  this  city  and  was  here  educated. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zeller  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Florence,  who  is  the  wife  of 
George  P.  Urban,  president  of  the  Geo.  Urban  Milling  Company  of  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  Urban  was  educated  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo, 
attended  Mrs.  Hazen’s  School  at  Pelham  Manor,  New  York,  for  two  years, 
also  attended  St.  Margaret’s  School  and  graduated  from  the  Buffalo 
Seminary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Urban  have  four  children,  namely:  Katharine, 
Henry  Zeller,  Florence  and  Ada  Marie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeller  have  resided 
at  1120  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo,  since  1917. 


CARLTON  PERRY  COOKE 

Among  the  well  known  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo  _  is  Carlton 
Perry  Cooke,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting  Cor¬ 
poration.  He  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  4th  of  December,  1898,  a  son 
of  Walter  P.  and  May  Louise  (Perry)  Cooke,  both  of  whom  are  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  old  American  families.  His  father  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  most 
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distinguished  citizens,  being  an  able  and  successful  lawyer,  who  has  also 
served  his  country  in  positions  of  large  responsibility  in  relation  to  inter¬ 
national  affairs,  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company 
and  identified  with  many  important  corporations.  Further  reference  is 
made  to  him  on  other  pages  of  this  work. 

Carlton  P.  Cooke  received  his  early  education  in  private  schools  of 
Buffalo,  graduating  from  the  Nichols  School,  and  completed  his  studies 
in  Cornell  University.  He  gained  his  first  business  experience  in  the  real 
estate  field  and  later  became  associated  with  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Inc.,  var¬ 
nish  manufacturers  of  Buffalo,  by  whom  he  was  first  employed  in  the 
Canadian  sales  department,  but  subsequently  was  transferred  to  the  rail¬ 
road  sales  department  and  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  cor¬ 
poration  at  the  end  of  seven  years,  was  manager  of  the  foreign  sales 
department.  He  then  became  identified  with  the  Lake  Erie  Trading  Cor- 
portion  as  vice  president,  in  which  connection  he  remained  until  Septem¬ 
ber,  1930,  when  he  became  executive  head  of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting 
Corporation,  operator  of  Stations  WGR,  WKBW  and  WMAK.  Mr.  Cooke 
has  numerous  other  business  interests.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
Nichols  School  activities  as  well  as  in  philanthropic  projects,  serving  for 
some  time  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  the  General  Hospital,  and  has 
served  on  the  boards  of  the  Children’s  Aid  and  the  Elmwood  School.  He 
has  evinced  a  hearty  cooperation  in  those  interests  which  are  a  matter 
of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride  and  is  accorded  a  most  creditable  position 
among  Buffalo’s  worthwhile  citizens. 

On  June  25,  1921,  Mr.  Cooke  was  married  to  Miss  Norma  Morgan,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Carlton  P.,  Jr.,  born 
October  18,  1923,  and  Marion  Morgan,  born  July  11,  1925.  Politically, 
Mr.  Cooke  is  an  ardent  republican  and  he  is  well  known  in  club  circles, 
being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn 
Club  and  the  Wanakah  Country  Club  and  Alpha  Delta  Phi  of  Cornell 
University.  Mr.  Cooke’s  city  residence  is  at  420  Linwood  avenue  and  his 
summer  home  at  Lake  View,  New  York. 


CHARLES  ULRICH 

To  Charles  Ulrich  belongs  the  distinction  of  having  received  the  largest 
vote  ever  cast  for  an  elective  office  in  Erie  county  and  as  county  treasurer 
he  is  fully  justifying  the  public  confidence  in  him  thus  so  clearly  expressed. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  born  March  11,  1866,  and  is  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Weber)  Ulrich,  who  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  He  acquired  a  public  school  education  in  his  home  city  and 
subsequently  pursued  a  special  commercial  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Strat¬ 
ton  Business  College.  Thereafter  he  entered  the  employ  of  William  L. 
Jones,  attorney,  and  later  was  with  the  M.  Spiegel  Co.,  a  woolen  concern. 
His  first  political  appointment  made  him  deputy  superintendent  of  parks, 
after  which  he  became  deputy  county  treasurer  under  S.  A.  Anderson, 
which  position  he  held  for  five  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period,  in 
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1928,  he  was  elected  treasurer.  In  1930  Mr.  Ulrich  was  reelected  to  this 
office  by  a  handsome  majority, — a  distinct  personal  tribute  to  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  as  well  as  a  recognition  of  his  able  service. 
He  is  thorough  and  painstaking  in  everything  he  does  and  throughout  his 
public  career  has  proved  a  man  of  sound  and  dependable  judgment. 

Mr.  Ulrich  was  first  married  to  Miss  Kate  Billeb  and  his  second  wife 
was  Miss  May  Eaton,  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York.  He  has  always 
supported  the  republican  party  and  has  been  active  in  local  political 
affairs.  He  served  for  fifteen  years  as  president  of  the  Third  Assembly 
Republican  Club  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  a  member  of  the 
Erie  county  republican  executive  committee.  He  has  numerous  fraternal 
connections,  belonging  to  the  following  Masonic  bodies:  Parish  Lodge, 
No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Germania  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
A.  A.  S.  R.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  members ;  and  Ismailia 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  Moreover,  he  is  a  member  of  Omega  Lodge 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 
and  the  Orioles.  His  appreciation  for  the  social  amenities  of  life  is  mani¬ 
fest  in  his  membership  connection  with  the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Trap  &  Field  Club,  the  Humboldt  Club,  the  Orpheus  Singing  Society, 
of  which  he  is  a  director,  the  Buffalo  Fish  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  director, 
and  the  Old  German  Society,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  He 
enjoys  an  exceptionally  wide  acquaintance  throughout  Erie  county  and 
commands  the  uniform  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


OLIVER  A.  WEPPNER 

Among  the  younger  bankers  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  who  are  making 
rapid  strides  in  the  field  of  finance  is  Oliver  A.  Weppner,  who  now  holds 
the  position  of  assistant  vice  president  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company.  He 
has  displayed  marked  ability  in  the  work  which  he  has  chosen  for  a  life’s 
career,  and  in  civic  affairs  he  has  shown  a  public-spirited  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Weppner  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  15,  1894,  and  is  a  son  of 
Augustus  F.  and  Josephine  (Gebhard)  Weppner.  His  grandfather, 
Arnold  Weppner,  who  was  born  at  Zell,  Bavaria,  Germany,  September  5, 
1825,  died  at  Buffalo  March  14,  1903.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  pork  packing 
plant  and  retail  meat  markets  in  Buffalo,  and  his  record  was  at  all  times 
exemplary.  He  was  originally  a  gold-democrat,  but  later  became  a  repub¬ 
lican.  He  was  a  member  of  the  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His 
wife,  Blandine  (Doll)  Weppner,  was  born  at  Innsbach,  Baden,  Germany, 
December  8,  1832,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  16,  1910.  Both  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1834,  with  their  parents,  and  settled  at  Buffalo. 

Augustus  F.  Weppner  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  11,  1854,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  preceding  his  death,  on  October  13,  1930,  had  been  living 
retired  here,  having  previously  been  a  successful  retail  meat  dealer.  He 
is  a  republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Holy  Angels  Roman  Catholic 
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Church.  Josephine  (Gebhard)  Weppner,  the  mother  of  Oliver  A.,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  April  1,  1868,  and  is  yet  a  resident  of  this  city. 

Oliver  A.  Weppner  graduated  from  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school  in 
1908  and  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  in  1912.  He  then  took  up 
advanced  studies  at  Colgate  University,  and  from  that  institution  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1916.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Jacob  Dold  Packing  Company,  remaining  in  the  accounting  depart¬ 
ment  for  six  months,  after  which  he  was  with  the  Citizens  Trust  Company 
until  1925,  when  that  organization  was  merged  with  the  Marine  Trust 
Company.  After  the  merger,  Mr.  Weppner  became  assistant  secretary 
of  the  Marine  Trust  and  is  now  assistant  vice  president. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Weppner  is  a  republican.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  St.  Mark’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  he  has  attained 
the  third  degree  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Gyro  Club,  the  University  Club,  the 
Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  and  the  Erie  Downs  Country  Club,  while  in  his  college 
days  he  became  connected  with  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  and  Phi  Delta 
Epsilon  fraternities,  and  the  Scalp  and  Blade  society.  Golf  is  his  favorite 
diversion. 

Mr.  Weppner  was  married  September  28,  1929,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
Helene  Chabot,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  T. 
and  Margaret  (Donovan)  Chabot,  who  are  natives  and  residents  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  where  the  father  is  an  artist  of  prominence.  Mrs.  Weppner  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Nardin  Academy  here  and  the  D’Youville  College,  and 
received  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  from  Canisius  College.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Weppner,  she  was  a  teacher  in  the  Hutchinson  high  school 
of  Buffalo,  and  she  is  now  a  member  of  the  College  Women’s  Club.  The 
home  of  the  Weppner  family  is  at  238  Summit  street,  Buffalo. 


FRANK  FORREST  HENRY 

Preeminent  among  the  business  executives  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  Frank  Forrest  Henry,  the  president  of  Washburn  Crosby  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  with  general  offices  in  Buffalo.  This  is  one  of  the  associated 
companies  of  General  Mills,  Inc.,  which  is  the  largest  flour  milling  com¬ 
pany  in  the  world.  Mr.  Henry  has  been  at  the  head  of  this  organization 
since  its  establishment  in  Buffalo  in  the  year  1893,  as  a  branch  of  the 
then  existing  Washburn  Crosby  Company  of  Minnesota,  and  the  effect  of 
his  personal  direction,  influence  and  inspiration  upon  the  destinies  of  this 
mammoth  industry  is  one  of  the  outstanding  elements  of  its  success.  As 
an  executive  he  is  gifted  with  unusual  clarity  of  thought,  with  courage 
and  initiative,  and  an  astute  judgment  based  upon  years  of  observation 
and  st.udy  of  the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Mr.  Henry  is  likewise 
associated  with  numerous  other  corporations,  of  diversified  nature. 

Frank  Forrest  Henry  was  born  on  the  barque  Lizzie  A.  Williams,  then 
sailing  on  the  Indian  Ocean,  May  5,  1870.  One  would  have  prophesied 
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that  he  was  destined  for  a  seafaring  career,  as  his  ancestors  in  both  his 
paternal  and  maternal  lines  numbered  many  men  of  the  sea;  hardy, 
adventurous  men  familiar  with  the  ports  of  the  world.  John  B.  Henry, 
the  father  of  Frank  F.  Henry,  followed  the  sea  from  young  manhood,  and 
died  on  board  his  vessel,  being  buried  in  the  ocean  depths.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  state  of  Maine  and  was  only  in  his  prime  when  he  died  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  His  wife,  who  was  Helen  Curling, 
was  also  a  native  of  Maine  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

In  addition  to  Frank  F.  Henry,  there  were  two  other  children  born  to 
John  B.  and  Helen  (Curling)  Henry:  Lillian  M.  Henry,  who  became  the 
wife  of  W.  C.  Myrick,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  Eugene  J.  Henry, 
who  was  born  in  1866  at  Penang,  Indo-China.  He  followed  the  seas  from 
an  early  age,  and  before  retiring  from  the  sea  became  a  ship  master.  He 
later  became  identified  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  western  traffic  manager  for  this  road,  with  headquarters 
at  Chicago,  holding  this  position  at  the  present  time.  He  married  Grace 
Colley,  of  Thomaston,  Maine,  and  they  have  three  children,  Eugenia, 
Grace,  and  Maurita. 

Frank  F.  Henry  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Thomaston,  Maine,  graduating  from  The  Old  Academy  in  1887.  In  that 
year,  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Transportation  Company,  of  which  he  later  became  assistant  general  man¬ 
ager.  In  1893  he  became  associated  with  the  Washburn  Crosby  Company, 
opening  the  Buffalo  office  as  manager,  and  has  since  continuously  pro¬ 
gressed  with  this  company.  As  stated  before,  General  Mills,  Inc.,  is  the 
largest  milling  company  in  the  world,  with  its  biggest  flour  mills  situated 
at  Buffalo,  having  a  capacity  of  twenty  thousand  barrels  of  flour  each  day 
and  operating  twenty-four  hours  daily,  while  the  storage  capacity  of  its 
grain  elevator  at  Buffalo  is  four  million  bushels.  Eleven  hundred  people 
are  employed  by  this  concern.  Its  “A”  mill  at  Buffalo,  built  in  1903, 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  transfer  of  milling  capacity  from  Minneapolis 
and  the  northwest  to  Buffalo.  Washburn  Crosby  Company  was  the  pioneer 
in  this  movement  and  was  not  followed  until  1924.  Branch  offices  of 
Washburn  Crosby  Company,  Inc.,  are  now  maintained  at  Boston,  Provi¬ 
dence,  New  York  city,  Philadelphia,  Scranton,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Henry,  in  addition  to  his  connection  with 
this  company,  is  a  director  of  General  Mills,  Inc. ;  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Railway;  a  trustee  of  the  Erie  County 
Savings  Bank ;  a  director  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo ;  a 
director  of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery;  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan 
Asylum ;  and  a  director  of  the  Keystone  Warehouse  Company.  He  belongs 
to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  to 
the  Buffalo  Club  (past  president)  ;  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  (past  presi¬ 
dent)  ;  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club. 

On  October  20,  1898,  Mr.  Henry  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  R.  Davis, 
a  native  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  Judge  Cyrus  E. 
and  Waitstill  (Griffin)  Davis,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  have  two  children:  James  B.,  born  July  14,  1913,  who  is 
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attending  the  Salisbury  School  at  Salisbury,  Connecticut;  and  John  D., 
born  March  15,  1916,  who  is  studying  at  the  Fessenden  School  of  West 
Newton,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Henry  is  active  in  social  affairs  of  Buffalo, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Garret  Club  and  the  Century  Club.  Tracing  her 
ancestry  to  Tristam  Coffin,  who  came  to  Nantucket  in  the  last  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  Mrs.  Henry  holds  membership  in  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution. 


FRED  D.  COREY 

An  outstanding  figure  in  the  business  circles  of  Buffalo,  particularly  as 
related  to  the  power  companies  and  their  allied  organizations,  is  Fred  D. 
Corey,  president  of  the  Niagara,  Lockport  and  Ontario  Power  Company, 
who  holds  a  place  of  importance  and  large  influence  in  the  affairs  of  this 
section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Corey  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Watertown, 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  M.  and  Angeline  (Kennedy)  Corey,  who  also  were  natives  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  county.  In  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  Mr.  Corey  is  de¬ 
scended  from  sterling  old  American  families.  The  Coreys  came  to  New 
York  state  from  near  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The  maternal  descent  was 
from  Scotch  ancestry  and  Mr.  Corey’s  grandfather  Kennedy  erected  the 
first  sawmill  on  Black  river  in  1802.  To  Daniel  M.  and  Angeline  Corey 
were  born  three  children:  Fred  D.;  Charles  L.,  deceased;  and  Angeline, 
the  wife  of  Holland  Whitney. 

Fred  D.  Corey  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Watertown,  and  after  his  graduation  from  high  school  taught  for  several 
years,  first  in  the  village  schools  of  Evans  Mills  and  Sackets  Harbor  and 
later  for  three  years  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  He  then  entered  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1892.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  office  of  Robert  F.  Schelling,  and  later  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Edward  D.  Strebel,  a  connection  that  still  continues,  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Corey  has  never  actively  practiced  his  profession  since  he  was 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Niagara-Lockport  Company  in  1915.  He 
had  previously  served  as  a  director  of  that  company,  and  was  also  a 
director  and  vice  president  of  the  Ontario  Power  Company.  His  affilia¬ 
tion  with  the  power  interests  began  in  1905,  when  he  was  chosen  attor¬ 
ney  for  the  Niagara,  Lockport  and  Ontario  Power  Company,  subsequently 
also  becoming  general  attorney  and  general  counsel  for  the  various  com¬ 
panies  affiliated  therewith.  He  was  a  director  and  the  president  of  the 
Salmon  River  Power  Company,  which  was  merged  with  the  Niagara- 
Lockport  Company  in  1918.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  acquiring  and 
merging  the  Jamestown  Electric  Power  Company,  the  Olean  Electric 
Company,  the  Bradford  Electric  Company  and  other  small  units.  Through 
his  guidance,  his  company  also  acquired  the  Western  New  York  Utilities 
Company,  embracing  the  units  at  Batavia  and  Medina.  Mr.  Corey  is 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern 
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Power  Corporation;  director  and  vice  president  of  the  Niagara  Share 
Corporation  of  Maryland,  and  a  director  in  all  of  the  subsidiary  companies 
of  the  parent  company.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Corey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Winifred  Eaton  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Winifred  Wilma.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Hunt  Club, 
the  Black  River  Valley  Club,  of  Watertown,  the  Lotus  Club  of  New  York 
city,  the  Lawyers  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  National  Republican  Club, 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Congressional  Country  Club  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  is  a  member  of  other  civic  organizations.  He  is  a 
patron  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  and  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery.  Mr.  Corey 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  con¬ 
nection  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
backers  of  the  movement  for  Buffalo’s  1932  centennial  celebration  and  for 
three  years  has  been  general  chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cen¬ 
tennial  committee.  On  June  24,  1930,  Mayor  Roesch  named  Mr.  Corey 
chairman  of  the  1932  centennial  celebration  committee.  He  gives  his 
support  not  only  to  worthy  benevolent  and  charitable  causes,  but  also  to 
those  movements  which  are  calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his 
community  along  material,  civic  or  moral  lines.  He  is  widely  recognized 
as  a  man  of  unusual  business  insight  and  vision,  marked  executive  ability 
and  progressive  methods.  He  has  been  able  to  accomplish  much  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  Buffalo’s  ablest  and  most  estimable  citizens. 


PHILIP  H.  GERNER 

A  well  known  figure  in  banking  and  investment  security  circles  of 
Buffalo  is  Philip  H.  Gerner,  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  and  a 
member  of  a  number  of  important  directorates.  He  was  born  in  this  city, 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1893,  a  son  of  G.  Frederick  Gerner,  a  native  of  New 
York  city.  For  many  years  the  father  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  lithographing  business  in  Buffalo.  The  mother,  Hattie  A.  (Boughton) 
Gerner,  a  daughter  of  Harrison  Boughton,  was  a  native  of  Buffalo  and 
passed  away  in  1920. 

Philip  H.  Gerner  acquired  his  education  in  Buffalo  and  following  his 
graduation  from  the  technical  high  school,  in  1910,  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Ontario  Power  Company.  Trustworthy  and  capable,  he  progressed 
through  the  various  departments,  at  length  becoming  assistant  secretary 
of  the  company.  With  other  public  utilities  he  was  also  associated,  serv¬ 
ing  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  Niagara,  Lockport  &  Ontario  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Salmon  River  Power  Company  and  the  Niagara  &  Erie  Power 
Company.  In  1916  he  removed  to  New  York  city,  becoming  connected 
with  the  securities  department  of  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company,  and  five 
years  later  became  manager  of  their  western  New  York  territory,  of 
which  he  had  charge  from  1921  to  1925.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  office  of  the  company  and  successfully  managed  their  interests  in 
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that  district  for  about  two  years.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1927,  he 
returned  to  Buffalo  as  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo  and 
vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bond  &  Share  Corporation  and  subsequently 
was  made  executive  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation,  of 
which  he  is  also  a  director.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of  the  Liberty 
Limited  Corporation,  the  Equity  Investors  Corporation  of  New  York,  the 
International  Investors  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  the  Martin-Swartz  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  Danahy-Faxon  Stores,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo  and  the  Warden- 
Dickenson  Corporation  of  this  city.  All  have  benefited  by  his  business 
judgment  and  experience  and  among  his  associates  he  has  long  been 
regarded  as  an  able  financier  whose  advice  in  regard  to  business  and 
financial  matters  is  sound  and  dependable. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1920,  Mr.  Gerner  was  married  to  Miss  Mildred 
Dorries,  a  daughter  of  August  L.  Dorries,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  now  have 
two  children:  Elizabeth  D.,  who  was  born  January  10,  1923;  and  Philip 
H.,  Jr.,  born  January  27,  1930. 

During  the  World  war  Mr.  Gerner  enlisted  at  Buffalo  and  was  sent 
to  the  third  officers  training  school  at  Camp  Wadsworth  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  where  he  spent  eighteen  months,  winning  the  commission  of  first 
lieutenant.  He  served  with  the  Sixty-second  Regiment  of  United  States 
Infantry  until  December  19,  1918,  when  he  was  discharged,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Buffalo,  resuming  his  duties  as  manager  of  the  Guaranty  Trust 
Company’s  local  office. 

Mr.  Gerner  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer  and  President  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  of  Buffalo.  His  Masonic 
affiliations  are  with  Harmonie  Lodge,  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Con¬ 
sistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Zuleika  Grotto,  M.  O.  V.  P.  E.  R.,  of  Buffalo;  and 
Syria  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Pittsburgh.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lorenzo  Burrows  Post,  No.  78,  of  the  American 
Legion,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  Cherry 
Hill  Country  Club  and  the  American  Institute  of  Banking.  As  indicated, 
his  interests  cover  a  wide  range  and  his  activities  have  constantly  broad¬ 
ened  in  scope  and  importance,  affecting  the  financial,  commercial  and  in¬ 
dustrial  life  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Gerner’s  residence  is  at  322  Woodbridge 
avenue. 


WILLIAM  PHELPS  NORTHRUP 

A  notable  man  in  many  respects,  William  Phelps  Northrup  had  a 
career  of  intense  activity  and  great  usefulness.  He  was  vice  president  of 
The  Matthews-Northrup  Works,  a  nationally  known  printing  and  engrav¬ 
ing  institution,  with  which  he  was  associated  for  more  than  a  half  century. 
He  was  long  a  well  known  figure  in  business  circles  of  Buffalo,  where 
practically  his  entire  life  was  spent,  and  in  civic  affairs  he  was  also  a 
recognized  leader. 

Born  in  Shoreham,  Vermont,  April  2,  1850,  Mr.  Northrup  was  a  son 
of  Edward  and  Susan  (Jewett)  Northrup  and  spent  his  early  life  in  the 
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Green  Mountain  state.  Losing  his  father  when  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  he 
came  to  Buffalo  to  reside  with  his  maternal  uncle,  Elam  Jewett,  and  here 
continued  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  afterward  attending  Racine 
College  in  Wisconsin.  Upon  his  graduation  he  became  an  apprentice  in 
the  printing  establishment  of  Jewett  &  Chandler,  a  Buffalo  firm,  thus 
making  his  initial  step  in  the  business  which  constituted  his  life  work. 
His  ability,  industry  and  dependability  were  rewarded  by  successive  pro¬ 
motions,  which  brought  him  at  length  to  the  vice  presidency  of  The 
Matthews-Northrup  Works,  owners  of  the  Buffalo  Express  prior  to  the 
merger  of  that  paper  with  the  Buffalo  Courier.  This  office  he  occupied 
until  his  death  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  making  this  institution  a 
national  center  of  printing  and  its  allied  art.  The  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
The  Matthews-Northrup  Works  was  celebrated  at  a  dinner  of  old  asso¬ 
ciates  at  the  Buffalo  Club,  December  7,  1918.  A  feature  of  this  occasion 
was  the  attendance  of  the  five  Japanese  envoys  who  at  that  time  were  on 
a  business  and  good-will  visit  to  the  United  States.  H.  A.  Meldrum,  at 
that  time  president  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  presided  and 
Justice  Charles  B.  Wheeler  was  toastmaster.  Mr.  Northrup  was  then 
complimented  on  his  work  in  connection  with  the  direction,  preparation 
and  publication  of  the  Century  Atlas.  He  established  a  wide  reputation 
as  a  map  maker,  dealing  with  government  representatives  and  steamship 
interests  in  all  parts  of  the  globe.  During  the  expedition  of  General 
Pershing  into  Mexico,  Mr.  Northrup  furnished  the  maps  of  the  Orizaba 
valley  and  he  also  supplied  the  maps  used  by  the  American  representa¬ 
tives  who  accompanied  President  Wilson  to  the  first  peace  conference  at 
Versailles,  France. 

In  1918  an  interesting  account  of  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works 
was  given  by  Edward  Mott  Woolley  in  a  brochure,  entitled  the  Drama  of 
The  Complete  Press.  In  describing  the  business  Mr.  Woolley  said  in 
part:  Big  machinery  in  action  always  has  back  of  it  some  intensive 
story  of  men — yet  I  was  scarcely  prepared  for  the  story  I  found  here  at 
this  plant.  It  included  such  things,  for  instance,  as  aeroplanes,  auto¬ 
mobiles,  mountain  climbing,  continental  journeys  and  voyages  at  sea. 
These  things  you  would  scarcely  expect  to  find  associated  with  a  printing 
and  engraving  plant.  The  Company  has  never  advertised  its  own  drama. 
Sometimes  I  think  that  most  big  industrial  concerns  overlook  some  of  the 
best  of  their  opportunities  for  publicity. 

“I  ought  to  say  in  the  first  place  that  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works 
does  practically  everything  in  the  line  of  printing,  engraving,  designing, 
binding  and  color  work.  .  .  .  The  glimpses  I  want  to  give  you  are  not 

so  much  of  the  machinery  itself  as  of  its  achievements — in  its  partnership 
with  the  brains  of  men.  Indeed,  this  is  a  story  of  brains.  Here  is  a  plant 
that  solicits  the  most  difficult  jobs.  It  dotes  on  bothersome  things.  It 
handles  work  that  is  too  intricate  for  other  establishments  to  undertake, 
and  it  likes  to  execute  commissions  that  call  for  original  thinking  as  well 
as  the  higher  art  of  mechanics.  Producing  some  color  work  is  far  more 
than  a  commercial  enterprise.  It  is  real  art. 

“As  I  went  through  this  plant  I  saw  reminders  everywhere  of  the 
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artistic  and  dramatic  scope  of  its  activities.  For  example,  I  saw  a  large 
painting  of  the  harbor  front  of  Havana.  An  artist  from  The  Matthews- 
Northrup  Works  went  down  to  that  semi-tropical  land  and  painted  the 
picture  for  the  United  Railways.  But  this  magnificent  painting  was  only 
the  beginning  of  the  job,  for  up  in  Buffalo  the  Company  proceeded  to 
reproduce  and  print  it,  .  .  .  and  this  Cuban  painting  became  a  part 

of  a  superb  piece  of  railway  advertising.  In  Cuba,  too,  the  artists  and 
photographers  made  views  of  the  great  sugar  mills,  and  in  Buffalo  these 
were  turned  into  rich  and  dignified  advertising  matter.  .  .  . 

“One  day  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works  got  a  telegram  from  Florida. 
The  railroads  and  the  great  hotels  down  there  wanted  some  advertising 
de  luxe,  and  their  thoughts  turned  naturally  to  this  Buffalo  plant.  Quick 
action  is  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  the  Company’s  creed,  and  Mr.  W.  P. 
Northrup  started  for  Florida  that  night.  Out  of  this  enterprise  came 
some  wonderful  brochures  and  maps  in  full  colors,  including  plans  of  the 
golf  links  and  views  of  the  palatial  hotels  on  the  east  coast.  But  the 
human  side  of  this  job  was  lost,  probably  because  these  men  were  wrapped 
up  in  their  work. 

“I  shall  not  indulge  in  biography  or  ancient  history,  but  perhaps,  since 
I  speak  of  Mr.  Northrup,  I  should  give  you  just  a  paragraph  as  a  per¬ 
spective.  J.  N.  Matthews  came  from  England  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen.  He  went  to  work  for  a  house  in  Buffalo  which  invented  the  wax 
process  of  engraving,  and  this  was  bought  by  the  William  P.  Northrup 
Company.  Let  us  pass  over  the  evolution  of  this  concern  into  its  present 
corporate  form,  which  has  as  its  president  Mr.  George  E.  Matthews, 
grandson  of  the  original  Matthews.  The  latter  was  really  the  founder 
of  the  present  business.  In  his  day  he  was  a  commanding  editorial 
writer  on  his  paper,  the  Buffalo  Express,  which  publication  is  now  asso¬ 
ciated  with  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works. 

“So  much  for  the  historical  end.  It  is  quite  hopeless  to  convey  in 
words  an  impression  of  the  beautiful  advertising  material  produced  by 
this  Company.  Down  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  a  big  ship  terminal  that 
wanted  adequate  literature  turned  to  this  Company.  Artists  were  put  to 
work  and  the  outcome  is  indeed  de  luxe  advertising.  The  cover  of  the 
book  is  a  symphony  of  blues  and  gold,  heavily  embossed. 

“A  large  wallpaper  company  came  to  this  plant  with  another  hard  nut 
to  crack.  Some  big  varnish  men  dropped  in  with  their  troubles.  The 
owners  of  some  of  the  greatest  greenhouses  in  the  world  wanted  an  in¬ 
terior  showing,  an  expanse  of  flowers.  They  wanted  no  hand  coloring, 
but  an  exact  reproduction  for  their  advertising  purposes.  They  got  it. 
All  these  people  got  what  they  wanted. 

“In  this  plant  I  saw  them  making  a  picture  of  a  spectrum.  .  .  . 

At  first  thought  you  might  imagine  the  art  of  photographing  a  spectrum 
would  have  no  value  in  industry,  but  this  job  of  The  Matthews-Northrup 
Works  has  proved  of  extraordinary  worth  to  opticians.  The  charts  are 
used  in  testing  persons  for  blindness  to  certain  colors.  Color  defects  in 
vision  are  remedied  with  glasses  that  supply  the  missing  power.  The 
reproduction  of  these  lens  tints  exactly,  on  paper,  was  a  notable  achieve¬ 
ment. 
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“The  study  of  colors  and  their  reproduction,  as  carried  on  at  this 
establishment,  is  deep  and  most  intricate ;  but  through  the  Company’s 
researches  and  experiments  noteworthy  achievements  have  been  attained, 
and  the  art  of  preparing  advertising  matter  has  been  advanced.  .  .  . 

“Experiments,  too,  have  made  possible  a  departure  on  many  kinds 
of  work  from  the  old  idea  of  glossy  surface.  Instead  have  come  the 
softer  harmonies  of  colors  that  blend  into  subdued  effects  and  shadows. 
Some  of  the  most  impressive  advertising  matter  I  saw  emanating  from 
The  Matthews-Northrup  plant  was  of  this  kind.  They  call  it  the  Prisma- 
tone  process  of  four-color  printing.  All  tones  are  produced  by  printing 
these  four  colors  over  each  other  in  such  combinations  as  this  art  may 
require.  .  .  .  The  register,  as  they  call  it,  must  be  absolutely  perfect. 

“When  the  Duke  of  Connaught  came  to  America  he  made  a  journey 
of  inspection  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  and  this  great  corporation 
desired  to  honor  him  with  special  views  of  the  things  he  saw  on  his  trip. 
It  was  no  ordinary  work  they  wanted,  but  a  book  quite  worthy  of  royalty ; 
so  they  came  to  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works.  This  book,  with  its 
richly  embossed  leather  binding,  really  marked  an  epoch  in  the  art  for 
which  the  Buffalo  establishment  stands. 

“A  large  concern  in  Cleveland  asked  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works 
to  make  pictures  that  would  be  more  than  photographs,  and  it  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  observe  how  some  parts  of  the  problem  were  worked  out.  From 
among  the  workmen  at  this  Buffalo  printing  shop — and  there  were  several 
hundred  of  them — were  selected  men  for  living  models,  and  they  were 
posed  by  the  artist  showing,  with  allegorical  atmosphere,  some  ancient 
and  primitive  methods  of  advertising.  1128601 

“The  Matthews-Northrup  Works  did  the  first  color  work  for  the 
National  Geographic  Magazine.  A  large  paper  box  factory  also  had  its 
advertising  problems  worked  out  here  in  Buffalo.  Problems  are  what  this 
Company  likes.  If  you  wish,  its  men  go  to  your  plant,  study  your  mode 
of  manufacture,  and  get  the  leading  points  about  your  products.  Then 
they  find  out  the  results  you  wish  to  attain  and  cooperate  with  you  to 
this  end.  There  is  hardly  a  kind  of  business  in  the  United  States  for 
which  it  has  not  planned  and  printed  advertising  literature.  Its  catalogs 
have  ranged  from  two  hundred  thousand  words  to  a  tiny  booklet. 

“The  Company’s  art  department  aims  to  mold  its  customers’  thoughts, 
and  to  plan  for  them  the  whole  design  and  make-up  of  the  advertising 
matter.  It  will  do  the  photographing  and  retouching  on  anything  from 
landscapes  to  commercial  work,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  part  of  the  country 
where  its  artists  and  photographers  have  not  been.  The  irrigation  works 
in  Nevada  have  called  them,  and  the  hot  springs  in  the  Yellowstone. 

“When  the  new  Century  Atlas  was  planned,  the  publishers  came  to 
The  Matthews-Northrup  Works — because  here  indeed  is  the  map  center 
of  the  country.  Maps  are  laid  out  here,  engraved  and  printed.  Nor  is 
there  any  other  such  map  library  in  the  whole  nation.  In  its  long  career 
the  Company  has  made  maps  of  almost  every  part  of  the  world.  When 
the  United  States  government  needs  special  maps  it  usually  finds  them 
in  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works’  library,  as  it  did  recently  when  it 
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wanted  maps  of  Mexico.  The  Company  made  the  National  Geographic 
map  of  the  North  Pole  region,  showing  the  routes  of  all  explorers,  includ¬ 
ing  Peary  and  Cook,  to  the  Pole  and  return.  When  the  work  for  the 
Century  Company  was  undertaken,  Mr.  Northrup  hurried  away  to  Europe, 
and  over  there  he  searched  out  all  the  maps  and  drawings  available.  He 
fairly  revels  in  maps  and  map  knowledge.  In  his  earlier  years  he  learned 
wax  engraving  and  during  all  his  business  life  he  has  been  evolving  im¬ 
provements  in  processes  and  map  products.  When  he  came  back  from 
Europe  he  brought  with  him  an  extraordinary  collection,  and  this  great 
job  for  the  Century  Atlas  was  finished  inside  of  two  years. 

“I  saw  them  making  maps,  and  the  process  is  peculiarly  interesting. 
A  metal  plate  is  covered  with  wax  and  polished.  Then  on  the  sensitized 
surface  are  photographed  the  map  outlines,  which  are  cut  out  with  hand 
tools  called  gravers.  I  saw  them  stamping  in  the  names  with  little  sticks 
of  type.  The  white  portions  of  the  future  map  are  next  built  up  with 
beeswax,  and  thus  is  produced  the  opposite  of  what  is  to  be  the  electrotype. 

“The  Company  also  made  the  maps  for  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica 
and  the  Catholic  Encyclopedia.  It  engraved  seven  thousand  wax  illustra¬ 
tions  for  Knight’s  Mechanical  Dictionary.  ...  I  would  not  under¬ 
take  to  guess  how  many  geographies  it  has  made.  I  saw  in  this  plant  a 
color-drawing  as  big  as  the  side  of  a  room.  It  was  the  original  of  a 
resource  map  of  New  York  state,  and  was  the  conception  of  The  Matthews- 
Northrup  Works.  Then  I  saw  a  coal  resource  atlas,  and  the  largest  relief 
map  ever  produced.  I  found  hundreds  of  exploration  maps.  There  were 
special  maps  of  many  strange  kinds,  and  so  many  railroad  maps  that  I 
suppose  it  would  take  a  man  a  century  to  travel  over  all  the  lines  shown. 

“Here  at  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works  years  of  experiments  have 
gone  into  discovering  the  most  effective  type  combinations.  As  I  went 
through  this  institution  I  saw  men  and  women  inspecting  the  product  of 
the  presses,  sheet  by  sheet.  They  told  me  that  every  job  is  thus  hand- 
inspected.  Any  page  that  shows  even  a  trivial  defect  is  thrown  out. 
Quality  is  one  of  the  chief  aims  of  service  here  at  these  works,  but  quality 
is  not  all.  When  it  is  necessary,  intensive  concentration  on  a  job,  and 
rapid  execution,  are  part  of  the  service  creed. 

“A  certain  advertiser  in  Detroit  had  a  job  involving  intricate  tabular 
composition.  It  was  necessary  to  get  this  done  with  the  utmost  speed, 
but  three  days  were  wasted  in  trying  to  find  a  printing  house  that  could 
do  it  right.  Several  of  them  tried,  but  failed.  So  one  day  the  advertiser 
came  to  The  Matthews-Northrup  Works  at  8  :30  o’clock.  At  1 :30  in  the 
afternoon  the  proof  had  been  read  and  revised ;  at  7  in  the  evening  the 
electros  were  ready  to  run,  and  at  3  the  next  morning  the  customer  left 
the  plant  with  the  finished  sheets,  and  caught  a  train  at  3:07  for  Detroit. 

“But,  after  all,  the  whole  plant  is  service.  For  years  it  has  contributed 
big  things  to  science  and  to  business  progress ;  and  this,  I  take  it,  is  reason 
enough  for  the  Company’s  dominating  position  today.” 

Mr.  Northrup  was  a  home-loving  man  and  found  his  greatest  happiness 
in  the  society  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Bertha  (West)  Northrup,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  1899.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  and  Elizabeth 
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(Giles)  West,  of  Buffalo,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  General  Israel 
Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  Dr.  West,  a  pioneer  educator  of 
the  city,  was  the  first  principal  of  the  Buffalo  Female  Academy,  now  called 
Buffalo  Seminary,  occupying  the  position  from  1852  until  1861.  The 
school  was  then  located  in  old  Johnson  cottage,  where  Bertha  (West) 
Northrup  was  born  in  1857,  having  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  child 
born  in  the  cottage.  Mrs.  Northrup  survives  her  husband,  occupying  the 
family  residence  at  80  Jewett  parkway,  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Northrup  belonged  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Buffalo’s 
growth  and  progress  was  a  matter  in  which  he  took  much  personal  pride. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  civic  affairs  and  at  one  time  was  dean  of 
the  grade  crossing  and  terminal  commission,  serving  for  thirty  years 
without  remuneration.  Of  a  deeply  religious  nature,  he  was  for  many 
years  senior  warden  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  built  by  his 
uncle,  Elam  Jewett,  and  its  teachings  were  exemplified  in  his  daily  life. 
Endowed  with  a  master  mind,  he  accomplished  what  he  attempted,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  him  the  imperishable  monument  of  splendid  dreams  realized, 
while  the  beauty  of  his  character  and  his  rare  talents  made  him  univer¬ 
sally  esteemed.  At  his  death  on  the  2d  of  February,  1929,  the  following 
tribute  of  love  and  respect  to  his  memory  was  paid  by  the  rector,  warden 
and  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd : 

“RESOLVED :  That  the  establishment  of  our  Church  and  its  steady 
progress  during  the  forty  years  of  its  existence  to  a  leading  position 
among  the  religious  organizations  of  our  City,  are  due  in  a  very  large 
measure  to  the  unflagging  interest  and  generous  support  of  our  late 
Senior  Warden ;  he  influenced  the  gift  of  a  choice  and  generous  site  and 
the  funds  to  construct  the  church  buildings;  he  selected  the  design  and 
supervised  the  building  of  our  beautiful  Church ;  he  solved  the  weighty 
problem  of  how  best  to  improve  our  property  to  meet  the  growing  demands 
of  the  Parish  by  advising  and  planning  Jewett  Memorial  Hall — a  model 
parish  house;  he  helped  with  the  financing  and  gave  unsparingly  of  his 
time  to  oversee  the  building  thereof ;  in  fact,  he  was  ever  the  leader  in 
our  Church  activities. 

“RESOLVED  FURTHER:  That  in  the  death  of  our  Senior  Warden 
the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  and  the  Rector,  Warden  and  Vestry 
have  lost  a  dear  friend ;  his  wife,  a  kind  and  loving  husband ;  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  a  distinguished  citizen  who  labored  unceasingly  in  the  public 
interest;  America,  the  foremost  map  maker;  and  the  world,  a  Christian 
gentleman. 

“We  earnestly  pray  our  Heavenly  Father  to  reward  our  departed 
Brother  according  to  his  merits  and  to  extend  His  divine  sympathy  to 
the  bereaved  wife.” 

Mrs.  Northrup  is  a  director  of  the  Highland  Park  Literary  Society  and 
an  ex-president  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  She  has  been  a  helpful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  to  which  she  gave  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  chapel.  It  is  called  the  Northrup  Memorial.  Completed  in  May, 
1930,  it  is  beautiful  in  its  simplicity  and  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  beauty 
and  dignity  of  the  entire  church,  the  chancel  window  being  of  Tiffany 
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glass.  This  elicited  the  following  comment,  which  appeared  in  a  local 
paper  under  date  of  October  26,  1930 : 

“A  beautiful  appeal  to  the  religious  sense  of  children  is  made  by  the 
new  children’s  chapel  in  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Jewett  park¬ 
way  at  Summit  avenue,  of  which  the  Rev.  James  Cosby,  D.  D.,  is  rector. 
This  chapel  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  William  Phelps  Northrup  in  memory  of 
her  husband,  who  served  as  warden  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
for  forty  years.  The  chapel  is  to  be  dedicated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  David 
Lincoln  Ferris,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Western  New  York,  on 
Tuesday  at  4  p.  m. 

“The  dedication  of  this  place  for  the  worship  of  children  is  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  a  long  cherished  plan  of  the  late  Mr.  Northrup.  In  Paris  he  found 
the  theme  for  the  chancel  window  in  an  old  picture.  The  design  was 
altered  to  conform  with  his  thought,  and  was  executed  in  a  charming 
manner.  The  subject  of  the  window — like  that  of  all  of  the  decorations — 
is  peculiarly  pertinent  to  children  and  childhood,  Christ,  with  a  group  of 
little  children  clustered  about  Him.  The  richly  vivid  coloring  makes  it 
a  thing  of  great  beauty.  At  the  bottom  of  the  window  is  the  inscription, 
Tn  Loving  Memory  of  William  Phelps  Northrup.’ 

“The  general  architecture  of  the  chapel  is  of  the  Byzantine  type,  and 
the  beautiful  colorings  of  the  window  are  reflected  in  the  harmonious 
whole  of  the  decorations.  The  color  scheme  is  carried  out  in  blue  and 
gold  with  woodwork  of  dark  brown.  A  rood  beam  carries  the  inscription, 
‘Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me’  and  seems  to  bear  prophetic 
import  of  the  influence  this  place  of  worship  is  to  have  upon  the  lives  of 
the  children  of  the  parish.  The  chapel  will  seat  ninety  persons  and  is 
used  for  the  Sunday  school  services  of  the  little  children  of  the  church 
school.” 


DANIEL  GOOD 

The  name  of  Daniel  Good  figures  prominently  in  American  business 
annals  as  an  outstanding  representative  of  commercial  interests,  for  he 
was  a  contemporary  of  Messrs.  Woolworth,  Kirby,  Charlton,  Kresge, 
Knox,  Kress  and  Seibert  in  the  establishment  of  a  chain  of  five  and  ten 
cent  stores  throughout  the  country.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo 
for  twenty  years  when  called  to  his  final  rest  in  August,  1922,  his  death 
occurring  at  his  summer  home  at  Crescent  Beach,  Ontario. 

One  of  the  local  newspapers  said  editorially:  “By  the  death  of  Daniel 
Good,  Buffalo  loses  a  prominent  business  man  and  good  citizen.  Mr. 
Good’s  business  ability  earned  him  a  fortune.  His  character  won  gen¬ 
eral  respect.  His  death  is  a  cause  of  sorrow  that  extends  far  beyond  the 
family  circle.  Mr.  Good’s  business  career  began  in  the  operation  of  a  five 
and  ten  cent  store  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  where  the  new  idea  caught 
the  public  favor  and  received  heavy  patronage,  resulting  in  his  estab¬ 
lishing  another  store  conducted  along  the  same  lines.  He  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  John  Seibert  and  under  the  name  of  the  Seibert-Good  Com- 
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pany  the  partners  extended  their  interests  throughout  the  middle  west¬ 
ern  territory,  their  Chicago  store,  at  State  and  Monroe  streets,  leading  in 
volume  of  sales  in  comparison  with  any  other  five  and  ten  cent  store  oper¬ 
ated  by  any  syndicate.  Until  the  close  of  the  year  1903  it  was  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion  that  no  town  could  successfully  support  more  than  one 
five  and  ten  cent  store,  a  belief  held  and  observed  by  F.  W.  Woolworth, 
C.  P.  Charlton,  C.  F.  Woolworth,  F.  M.  Kirby,  S.  H.  Knox,  Seibert-Good 
Company  and  F.  H.  Kress.  December,  1903,  witnessed  a  change  in 
thought,  the  time  marking  the  opening  of  a  new  period  in  the  chain  store 
business  and  witnessing  the  inauguration  of  keen  competition  for  loca¬ 
tion,  number  of  stores,  and  volume  of  business.  F.  W.  Woolworth  insisted 
that  Seibert-Good  sell  out  their  chain  or  stand  competition  with  a  store 
which  would  be  the  ‘greatest  store  in  Chicago/  and  when  this  proposi¬ 
tion  was  refused  an  option  was  closed  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Monroe 
streets  by  the  Woolworth  interests,  but  never  exercised.  Mr.  Seibert’s 
death  occurred  in  California  at  about  this  time,  and  immediately  after¬ 
ward,  learning  of  the  Woolworth  option,  Mr.  Good  and  Seymour  Knox 
consolidated  as  the  S.  H.  Knox  Company  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo. 
This  company,  of  which  Mr.  Good  was  vice  president,  pursued  an  ex¬ 
tremely  successful  independent  career  for  a  decade  after  the  merger  and 
proved  the  foundation  of  two  fortunes  before  its  final  amalgamation  with 
the  great  Woolworth  concern  in  the  transaction  that  practically  brought 
the  five  and  ten  cent  business  of  the  country  under  one  control.  After 
this  final  consolidation,  Mr.  Good  devoted  himself  to  private  interests, 
although  he  was  in  close  touch  with  all  operations  in  the  field  which  he 
had  made  the  theme  of  his  life  work.  In  the  development  of  business 
along  new  and  untried  lines  he  demonstrated  the  possession  of  rare  cour¬ 
age,  initiative  and  foresight,  a  strong  and  keen  merchandising  instinct 
carrying  him  through  circumstances  and  conditions  where  there  were 
no  precedent  nor  custom  to  guide.” 

Another  editorial  comment  was  as  follows:  “Daniel  Good,  whose 
death  has  cast  upon  the  community  a  deep  realization  of  irremediable  loss 
and  the  poignant  sorrow  of  bereavement,  was  not  only  one  of  Buffalo’s 
most  widely  known  and  successful  business  men,  but  one  of  her  best  be¬ 
loved  citizens.  As  a  man  of  affairs,  for  many  years  a  representative  figure 
in  the  commercial  developments  of  his  time,  Mr.  Good  was  a  memorable 
example  of  the  vision  which  foresees  results,  the  initiative  which  trans¬ 
forms  ideas  into  action,  and  the  skill  and  persistence  which  bring  about 
the  fruition  of  plans.  He  was  wise  to  counsel  and  strong  to  execute.  A 
pioneer  in  his  field,  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  other  pioneers  was 
admirably  placed.  His  successive  associations  with  the  firm  of  Seibert 
&  Good  in  Chicago,  with  the  late  Seymour  H.  Knox  in  Buffalo,  and  finally 
with  the  Woolworth  Company,  were  all  chapters  in  a  unique  and  marvel¬ 
ous  book  of  business  history.  But  to  estimate  Mr.  Good  as  a  business  man 
alone,  would  be  to  omit  to  take  reckoning  of  a  wide  range  of  pursuits 
which  characterized  him  as  distinctively,  and  were  as  typical  of  him,  as 
was  his  guidance  of  vast  enterprises,  and  the  qualities  which  enabled  him 
from  modest  beginnings  to  attain  phenomenal  success.  On  learning  of 
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Mr.  Good’s  death,  a  friend  who  knew  him  well  described  his  as  ‘a  man 
of  wonderful  personality.’  That  brief  but  discerning  characterization  is 
an  outline  wherefrom  the  detailed  portraiture  may  be  accurately  supplied. 
Daniel  Good  was  a  man  of  warm  and  engaging  individuality,  endowed 
with  an  exceptional  gift  of  acquiring  and  retaining  friendship,  a  man 
whose  public  spirit  was  as  typical  as  his  business  energy,  a  man  who  had 
a  large  share  in  Buffalo’s  philanthropic,  social  and  religious  life.  His 
name  is  written  large  in  the  annals  of  Buffalo  and  many  other  cities  and 
in  all  of  them  memories  of  his  tact,  kindliness,  sympathy,  and  liberality, 
illuminate  the  pages  of  his  life  work.  A  strong,  forceful  man,  a  gentle 
and  generous  man  is  gone  from  us  with  the  passing  of  Daniel  Good.” 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Good  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Kennedy,  who  departed  this  life  in  November,  1928.  They  had 
two  daughters:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Ellsworth  Augustus  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Ray  Alan  Van  Clief,  of  Buffalo,  who  is 
mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


REGINALD  WILLIAM  TICKNER 

Reginald  W.  Tickner,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Shares 
Corporation  of  Buffalo,  and  vice  president  of  the  Western  New  York 
Securities  Corporation,  has  won  wide  recognition  as  an  authority  upon 
investment  securities,  and  his  counsel  upon  financial  matters  has  been 
sought  by  many  clients  and  patrons.  His  training  along  this  line  has  been 
thorough  and  of  the  most  advantageous  character.  Positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  have  come  to  him,  not  through  influence  or  inheritance, 
but  because  of  the  ability  he  has  manifested  and  the  success  he  has 
attained  in  affairs  to  which  he  has  given  his  attention. 

Reginald  W.  Tickner  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  September  6,  1895, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frank  W.  and  Annie  (Lyons)  Tickner.  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1857,  and  died  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  April  30, 
1929,  was  for  twenty  years  associated  with  the  United  States  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration,  then  for  five  years  was  with  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company  and 
for  ten  years  with  the  Valley  Mould  &  Iron  Works  at  Sharon.  He  was  a 
republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  a  native 
of  England,  and  now  resides  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania. 

Reginald  W.  Tickner  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and  of 
Buffalo,  and  also  the  preparatory  school  of  Westminster  College,  at  New 
Wilmington,  Pennsylvania.  He  then  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at 
Princeton  University,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  Litt.  B. 
degree  in  1917. 

This  country  having  entered  the  World  war,  Mr.  Tickner  postponed 
his  business  career  to  serve  in  the  United  States  Army.  He  enlisted  in 
September,  1917,  and  attended  the  officers  training  school  at  Fort  Niagara 
for  one  month,  then  was  transferred  to  Fortress  Monroe  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  Virginia,  and  in  December,  1917,  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant.  On  December  27,  1917,  he  sailed  for  France,  where  he  vol- 
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unteered  for  heavy  trench  mortar  service,  having  been  one  of  the  first 
twenty-five  officers  of  the  American  Army  to  enter  this  branch  of  the 
fighting  forces.  Mr.  Tickner  was  an  instructor  until  June,  1918,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  active  duty  at  the  front,  including  the  St.  Mihiel 
offensive.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  January,  1919,  and  in  the 
following  June  was  honorably  discharged  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia, 
with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

In  July,  1919,  Mr.  Tickner  became  associated  with  Harris,  Forbes  & 
Company,  of  New  York  city,  dealers  in  investment  securities.  He  was 
employed  in  the  sales  department  there,  but  was  later  transferred  to 
Buffalo,  becoming  manager  of  the  branch  office  of  the  company  in  this  city. 
This  was  in  1924,  and  in  1926  he  also  took  over  the  Rochester  (N.  Y.) 
office  for  his  company,  and  in  1928  likewise  assumed  the  management  of 
the  Columbus  and  Cincinnati  offices.  On  January  1,  1929,  Mr.  Tickner 
resigned  from  the  above  connections,  and  in  the  following  April  became 
vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Shares  Corporation  of  Buffalo.  He  is  also 
vice  president  of  the  Western  New  York  Securities  Corporation  of  Buffalo, 
and  was  one  of  its  organizers. 

At  New  York  city,  on  January  15,  1921,  Mr.  Tickner  was  married  to 
Helen  Giblin,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  Giblin.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Tickner  is  deceased,  and  the  mother 
now  resides  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Tickner  is  a  graduate  of  a  high  school  of 
New  York  city,  also  of  St.  Agnes  Academy  of  New  York.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  Junior  League.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tickner  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons :  Reginald,  born  October 
12,  1926,  and  Geoffrey,  born  June  9,  1928. 

Mr.  Tickner  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Episcopal  denomination.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club, 
the  Princeton  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Princeton  Club  of  New  York  city. 


CHARLES  EVANS  DOANE 

Charles  E.  Doane,  for  many  years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Buffalo 
bar  and  who  has  served  since  1922  as  United  States  commissioner,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  Ontario,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1880,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Evans)  Doane.  The  father  was  born  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Huntley)  Doane. 
John  Doane,  who  was  of  old  Quaker  stock,  went  from  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  to  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  The 
Huntley  family  came  from  Vermont  and  was  established  in  this  country 
in  colonial  days,  some  of  its  members  later  participating  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  The  progenitor  of  the  Doane  family  in  this  country  was 
John  Doane,  who  arrived  from  England  in  1650  and  became  prominent 
in  the  Massachusetts  colony,  serving  as  a  member  of  Governor  Winslow’s 
staff.  Elizabeth  Evans  was  a  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Margaret 
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(McGuire)  Evans.  Her  father,  a  physician,  was  educated  for  the  pro¬ 
fession  in  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  this  country  settled  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Doane  had  four  children :  Frances,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  F.  Lake  and  resides  in  Glendale,  California; 
William,  who  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Spanish-American  war  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Los  Angeles,  California;  Charles  E.,  of 
this  review,  and  James  K.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
California. 

Charles  E.  Doane  attended  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1898.  He  spent  a  year  traveling 
in  the  Orient  and  in  the  following  year  began  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  Buffalo.  He  was  more  than  ordinarily  successful  and  was  soon  in 
command  of  a  large  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  county.  In  1922  he  was 
appointed  United  States  commissioner,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  serving 
in  an  able  and  acceptable  manner. 

Mr.  Doane  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  L.  Elliot,  a  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Louise  (Metcalfe)  Elliot,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Dorothy  C.,  who  graduated  from  the  Elmwood  School  and 
Buffalo  Seminary  and  is  now  a  student  in  Smith  College.  Mr.  Doane  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  his  re¬ 
ligious  connection  is  with  the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  possesses  a  broad  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  law,  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  has  met 
with  gratifying  success,  and  is  accorded  the  highest  measure  of  respect 
throughout  the  ranks  of  his  profession. 


GEORGE  URBAN,  Jr. 

On  February  23,  1928,  occured  the  death  of  George  Urban,  Jr.,  one  of 
the  foremost  business  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier;  a  conspicuous  and 
public-spirited  citizen  of  Buffalo;  a  pioneer  in  the  development  of  electric 
light  and  power ;  and  likewise  prominently  identified  with  the  flour-milling 
business.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  12,  1850,  a  son  of  George  and 
Marie  (Kern)  Urban. 

His  father  was  an  outstanding  citizen  of  Buffalo,  actively  interested  in 
public  service,  and  was  among  those  responsible  for  the  East  Side  park 
system,  including  Humboldt  parkway  and  the  Parade.  He  was  born  in 
Alsace,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  lad.  His  wife  was  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Alsace  and  both  are  now  deceased. 

George  Urban,  Jr.,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  then  entered  his  father’s  business  in  1868,  and  two  years  later  was 
admitted  to  partnership.  His  business  activities  steadily  increased  in  scope 
and  importance.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  directors  of  the 
Brush  Electric  Light  Company,  which  established  the  first  municipal  elec¬ 
tric  lighting  plant  in  Buffalo,  July  14,  1881,  with  nine  street  lights.  In 
1881  he  built  the  Urban  Roller  Mill,  the  first  east  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
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and  equipped  it  with  the  first  incandescent  light  machine  brought  to 
Buffalo,  which  machine  had  been  built  by  Thomas  A.  Edison,  when  the 
latter  first  opened  his  office  at  65  Fifth  avenue,  New  York  city.  Mr.  Urban 
also  built  the  large  Urban  mill  and  was  president  of  the  company  from 
the  time  of  its  incorporation  in  1903.  In  1887  he  founded  the  Thomson- 
Houston  Electric  Light  Company,  became  its  president,  and  served  in  this 
position  until  the  company  was  consolidated  with  the  United  States  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  Company  and  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Company  under  the  name 
of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company.  Mr.  Urban  was  chosen  first  vice 
president  after  the  merger,  and  in  the  subsequent  conduct  of  this  organi¬ 
zation  he  was  one  of  the  most  vital  forces.  In  the  field  of  electric  lighting, 
he  was  also  active  in  the  establishment  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Electric  Light 
&  Power  Company,  was  the  first  president  and  after  it  became  the  Niagara 
Electric  Service  Corporation  he  continued  as  president  of  the  latter  until 
his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Buffalo  Loan,  Trust 
&  Safe  Deposit  Company,  serving  for  a  period  as  its  vice  president  and 
later  as  president  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Urban  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  From 
1892  until  1895  he  was  chairman  and  for  nine  years  was  treasurer  of  the 
Erie  county  republican  committee.  In  1884  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  re¬ 
publican  national  convention,  and  was  a  presidential  elector  in  1896,  1900 
and  1904,  in  the  latter  year  elector-at-large.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange,  the 
Saturn  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  New  York  Club,  the 
Republican  Club  of  New  York,  the  Economic  Club  of  New  York  city,  the 
Niagara  Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  the  Tuscarora  Club  of  Lockport,  New 
York,  and  the  Batavia  Club  of  Batavia,  New  York.  For  over  five  decades 
Mr.  Urban  rendered  valuable  service,  crowned  with  successful  achievement, 
to  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  his  record  is  a  most  creditable  chapter  in  its 
annals. 

In  October,  1875,  Mr.  Urban  was  married  to  Ada  E.  Winspear,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Pennock  Winspear  of  Cheektowaga,  New  York.  Mrs.  Urban  was 
born  October  23,  1853,  and  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  of 
Buffalo  in  1873,  winning  the  first  Jesse  Ketchum  gold  medal  presented  by 
this  school,  while  her  sister  Clara  was  awarded  the  second  one.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  for  many  years  was  manager 
of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Urban  occurred  De¬ 
cember  31,  1919.  To  George  and  Ada  E.  Urban  there  were  born  four 
children.  George  Pennock  Urban,  the  eldest,  is  president  of  the  George 
Urban  Milling  Company  and  is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Emma  Mary  Urban  was  educated  in  the  Central  high  school  and  the 
Ogontz  School  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  October  23,  1920.  Ada  Jeanette 
Urban,  who  was  educated  in  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo  and  received 
her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Vassar  College  in  1907,  is  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Garret  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash 
Club,  a  former  director  and  president  of  the  Travelers  Aid  Society,  and 
since  the  death  of  her  mother  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  for  the 
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Home  for  the  Friendless.  Clara  Winspear  Urban  is  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Banta,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 
Miss  Ada  Jeanette  Urban  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Banta,  together  with  the 
latter’s  children,  reside  at  the  Urban  homestead  at  Pine  Ridge. 


ROBERT  D.  YOUNG 

Robert  D.  Young,  who  is  secretary  and  treasurer  and  also  a  trustee 
of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  financial  affairs  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Fifty-six  years  in  the 
service  of  one  banking  institution  is  in  itself  a  notable  achievement,  and 
this  is  the  enviable  record  of  Mr.  Young  in  the  organization  which  first 
employed  him  as  a  messenger  boy  in  1874,  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age.  At  intervals  throughout  his  banking  career,  he  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  in  recognition  of  his  able  accomplishment  of  the  duties  which  were 
assigned  to  him,  and  of  his  increasing  and  thorough  knowledge  of  bank¬ 
ing  and  financial  matters.  He  is  a  conceded  authority  upon  finance  and 
the  technique  of  banking.  Moreover,  in  affairs  pertaining  to  Buffalo  and 
Erie  county,  Mr.  Young  has  consistently  played  the  role  of  a  loyal  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  with  a  high  conception  of  his  duty  to  his  residence 
community. 

Robert  D.  Young  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  April  13,  1856,  a  son 
of  Robert  and  Isabella  (Young)  Young,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 

Dumfries,  Scotland,  and  are  now  deceased.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
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of  Canada  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  was  faced  with 
the  necessity  of  earning  his  own  livelihood,  which  circumstance,  however, 
did  not  deter  him  from  acquiring  an  adequate  education  in  subsequent 
years  by  his  assiduous  reading  and  acute  observation.  As  a  young  man, 
he  was  employed  in  various  capacities  until  1874,  when,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  became  associated  with  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  of 
Buffalo  as  a  messenger  boy, — the  beginning  of  his  splendid  career  of  well 
over  a  half  century  with  this  institution.  He  eventually  became  a  book¬ 
keeper,  then  teller,  then  assistant  secretary,  and  finally,  in  1908,  was 
promoted  to  the  positions  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  also  becoming  a 
director  of  the  bank,  the  duties  of  which  offices  he  is  now  discharging 
with  characteristic  efficiency. 

The  political  affiliation  of  Mr.  Young  is  with  the  republican  party,  and 
he  acted  as  district  committeeman  for  a  period  of  five  years.  His  religious 
belief  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Third  Church  of  Christ, 
Scientist,  of  Buffalo.  He  has  been  very  active  in  Masonry,  now  belonging 
to  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Buffalo  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Con¬ 
sistory,  S.  P.  R.  S. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  club 
connections  are  with  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo, 
and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  while  his  favorite  diversion  in  life  is 
motoring. 

Robert  D.  Young  was  married  to  Julia  E.  Ditto,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
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now  deceased.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  A.  and  Margaret 
(McKenna)  Ditto,  the  father  having  been  city  engineer  of  Buffalo  for 
six  years  prior  to  his  demise.  To  Mr.  Young  and  his  first  wife  two  sons 
were  born.  Lawrence  Ditto,  who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  Ridley  College  of  St.  Catherine,  Canada,  and  the  University  of 
Toronto,  and  is  now  a  traveling  salesman  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Bettie  Scott  of  Lockport,  New  York.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the 
World  war,  having  been  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army. 
Sydney  Ditto,  the  second  son,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

In  April,  1916,  Mr.  Young  was  married  to  Mrs.  Wilhelmina  (Harding) 
Saunders,  a  native  of  Canada,  where  she  was  educated.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Third  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  and  also  the  Town  Club  of 
Buffalo. 


FRANK  A.  ABBOTT 

The  late  Frank  A.  Abbott,  senior  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm 
of  Abbott  &  Abbott  and  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  and  successful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Erie  county  bar,  passed  away  on  May  4,  1930.  He  was  born 
at  Abbott’s  Corners,  New  York,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1865,  son  of  Seth  A. 
and  Ruth  A.  (Perrine)  Abbott,  and  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Erie  county.  Chauncey  Abbott,  grandfather  of  Frank  A., 
came  from  New  England  and  settled  in  the  locality  which  later  became 
known  as  Abbott’s  Corners,  named  for  the  family.  Seth  A.  Abbott  was 
born  at  Abbott’s  Corners  and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  an  associate 
justice  of  Erie  county.  Ruth  A.  Perrine,  his  wife,  descended  from  a 
family  that  has  been  established  in  New  York  for  several  generations, 
and  an  ancestor  owned  the  land  on  which  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  New 
Jersey,  was  fought.  Seth  A.  and  Ruth  A.  Abbott  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  namely :  George  S.,  William  H.,  Frank  A.,  John  P.,  and 
Mary  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Powers. 

Frank  A.  Abbott  attended  the  district  school,  the  Hamburg  public 
school  and  academy,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1886.  For  a  period 
he  taught  school  at  Big  Tree  near  his  home,  and  later  entered  Cornell 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1890.  He  was  the  valedictorian  of  his  class  and  also  won  the 
Stewart  L.  Woodford  prize  for  oratory.  He  entered  the  law  office  of 
Fullerton,  Becker  &  Hazel  at  Buffalo,  as  a  student,  and  after  his  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  bar  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hazel  &  Abbott,  his  asso¬ 
ciate  being  John  R.  Hazel.  This  partnership  continued  until  1898,  when 
Mr.  Hazel  received  judicial  appointment  to  the  United  States  district 
court.  Mr.  Abbott  was  alone  in  practice  until  1902,  when  he  was  appointed 
first  assistant  district  attorney  under  Edward  E.  Coatsworth,  and  in  1904 
was  elected  district  attorney  on  the  democratic  ticket,  an  evidence  of 
unusual  popularity  in  a  normally  republican  county.  He  served  one  term 
with  ability  and  credit,  retiring  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private 
practice,  and  for  many  years,  until  his  death,  was  associated  with  his 
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brother,  John  P.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Abbott  &  Abbott,  with  offices  in 
the  Iroquois  building. 

On  December  20,  1902,  Mr.  Abbott  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Ludlow 
Drake,  a  daughter  of  Marcus  Matier  and  Mary  (Ludlow)  Drake.  Marcus 
M.  Drake  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Civil  war,  and  became  very  well 
known  in  Buffalo  as  a  shipper  and  an  important  factor  in  lake  transporta¬ 
tion  matters.  Mrs.  Abbott,  who  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  received  her  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  this  city  and  completed  her  studies  at  Cornell. 
She  has  achieved  fame  as  an  author  of  general  character  and  fiction 
novels.  She  has  served  as  commander  of  the  Erie  County  Girl  Scouts  for 
six  years,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Women’s  Suffrage  Association  of  Erie 
county  for  two  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Phi  sorority,  the 
Scribblers  of  Buffalo  and  the  National  League  of  Penwomen.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott,  as  follows:  Frank  A.,  Jr.,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  Syracuse  University  and  is  connected  with  the  Texas 
Company  at  Shanghai,  China;  Elizabeth  D.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Smith 
College;  and  Alice  L.,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  secretary  and  director  of  the  Multicell  Corporation 
of  Lockport  and  a  director  of  the  Peco  Fruits  Corporation.  He  was  a 
Knights  Templar  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Wanakah  Country  Club  and  a 
member  of  the  local  Cornell  Alumni  Association,  of  which  he  had  served 
as  president.  His  religious  membership  was  with  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  maintained  professional  affiliation  with  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the 
American  Bar  Association.  He  appeared  as  counsel  in  many  important 
cases  in  the  courts  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  the  uniform  success 
which  crowned  his  professional  work  testified  to  his  ability  and  skill  as 
a  lawyer.  The  Abbott  family  residence  is  at  No.  60  Berkley  place,  Buffalo. 


VERY  REV.  WYATT  BROWN,  D.  D.,  D.  LITT. 

Among  the  distinguished  prelates  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  western 
New  York  is  numbered  the  Very  Rev.  Wyatt  Brown,  dean  of  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral  in  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Eufaula,  Alabama,  February  14, 
1884,  a  son  of  Eugene  L.  and  Serena  (Hoole)  Brown,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  South  Carolina.  The  former  passed  away  in  1908  and  the  latter 
in  1914.  General  James  Lingard  Hunter,  the  great-grandfather  of  Dean 
Brown  in  the  maternal  line,  served  with  distinction  in  the  Indian  wars 
and  afterward  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  University  of  Alabama. 
This  University  many  years  later  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Literature  upon  his  great-grandson,  Wyatt  Brown,  whose  forebears 
were  also  statesmen  and  jurists  of  note.  James  L.  Puch,  an  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Serena  (Hoole)  Brown,  was  United  States  senator  from  Alabama,  while 
her  first  cousin,  Henry  D.  Clayton,  a  member  of  congress  for  many  years, 
was  the  author  of  the  Clayton  anti-trust  act  and  subsequently  was  made 
federal  judge  of  the  Montgomery  district.  His  brother,  Colonel  Bertram 
Tracy  Clayton,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  was  a  prominent  figure  in  both 
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military  and  legislative  affairs.  He  was  elected  congressman  from  New 
York  and  was  an  officer  in  the  Spanish-American  and  World  wars,  meet¬ 
ing  death  on  a  battlefield  of  France. 

Dean  Brown  attended  the  public  schools  of  Alabama  and  Sewanee 
University  in  Tennessee,  which  awarded  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1905  and  Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  1908.  In  1915  he  was  honored  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Literature  by  the  University  of  Alabama.  In 
1921  he  became  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  the  degree  being  conferred  by  St. 
John’s  College,  Annapolis,  Maryland.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
and  in  1909  was  assigned  to  All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  at  Mobile,  Ala¬ 
bama,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  In  1913  he  was  transferred  to 
Trinity  Church  at  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
and  then  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  as  rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  of  which  the  late  Philander  C.  Knox  was  one  of  the  founders, 
there  continuing  for  five  years.  From  1920  until  1928  he  had  charge  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels  at  Baltimore,  the  largest  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  latter  year  came  to  Buffalo 
as  dean  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  on  Shelton  square.  He  has  proved  excep¬ 
tionally  capable  in  governing  church  affairs,  possessing  talents  which 
make  his  labors  more  than  ordinarily  effective,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
resultant  both  in  spiritual  and  temporal  advancement.  He  is  chairman 
of  the  religious  work  committee  of  the  Federation  of  Churches,  the  stand¬ 
ing  committee  of  the  diocese,  and  the  executive  council  of  the  diocese  of 
western  New  York.  In  1931  Dean  Brown  was  elected  as  bishop  of  the 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  diocese.  The  Buffalo  Evening  News  said  edi¬ 
torially  in  part:  “In  Dean  Wyatt  Brown  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  the 
Episcopal  diocese  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  gets  as  bishop  a  man  in 
whom  are  joined  a  variety  of  fine  qualities.  In  the  relatively  short  time 
that  Dean  Brown  has  been  in  Buffalo  he  has  accomplished  a  great  work. 
His  breadth  of  view,  his  earnestness  and  his  forcefulness  have  made  him 
an  outstanding  figure  in  the  life  of  the  city.  ...  A  spirit  of  kindness 
and  broad  tolerance  has  marked  his  ministry  here.  The  people  of  Buffalo 
regard  him  with  feelings  of  affection  and  as  an  able  and  forceful  exponent 
of  Christianity.  They  deeply  regret  his  leaving.  They  wish  him  ever- 
enlarging  success  in  the  new  field  in  which  he  will  labor.” 

Dean  Brown  was  married  December  5,  1911,  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  to 
Miss  Laura  H.  Little,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  a  daughter  of  James  H. 
and  Eliza  (Mathews)  Little,  both  of  Alabama.  The  father,  a  prominent 
lawyer,  was  solicitor  of  Jefferson  court  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  the  mother  has  since  made  her  home  with  Dean  and 
Mrs.  Brown,  who  reside  at  88  Lexington  avenue,  Buffalo.  They  have  two 
sons  and  a  daughter:  Wyatt,  Jr.,  who  is  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  and  a 
student  in  the  Nichols  School ;  Charles  Mathews,  a  lad  of  fifteen,  who  is 
attending  the  DeVeaux  School  at  Niagara  Falls;  and  Laura,  aged  eight 
years,  now  a  pupil  in  the  Elmwood  School  for  Girls. 

Dean  Brown  belongs  to  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity  and  is  a  York 
Rite  Mason,  identified  with  Athlestan  Lodge,  No.  8,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Mobile, 
Alabama;  and  Beauseant  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Baltimore.  In  politics 
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he  is  a  democrat  and  manifests  a  keen  interest  in  community  affairs  and 
in  all  matters  of  public  moment.  He  is  a  logical  thinker,  a  clear  and  con¬ 
vincing  speaker  and  a  scholarly  gentleman  of  high  ideals,  who  gives  to  his 
church  the  full  service  of  a  finely  tempered  mind. 


BRONSON  CASE  RUMSEY 

Buffalo  is  fortunate  that  among  its  early  citizens  was  Bronson  Case 
Rumsey  who,  reluctant  to  seek  the  limelight  of  publicity,  nevertheless  left 
the  indelible  imprint  of  his  fine  personality,  his  high  ideals  and  his 
progressive  civic  spirit  upon  the  community. 

The  Rumsey  family  is  English  by  descent.  Robert  Rumsey,  the  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  came  from  southern  England  and 
settled  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  in  1654;  David  Rumsey,  grandfather  of 
Bronson,  was  one  of  Ethan  Allen’s  “Green  Mountain  Boys,”  a  soldier  of 
the  American  Revolution ;  Aaron  Rumsey,  the  father  of  Bronson  Case, 
was  born  at  Hubbardton,  Vermont,  May  6,  1797,  and  like  many  young 
men  since  his  time,  he  found  his  way  west,  settling  first  in  Warsaw,  New 
York,  moving  after  a  few  years  to  Westfield,  and  finally  coming  to  Buffalo, 
then  a  growing  town  because  of  its  advantageous  situation  at  the  end 
of  Lake  Erie. 

Bronson  Case  Rumsey  was  born  in  the  village  of  Warsaw,  Wyoming 
county,  New  York,  on  August  1,  1823,  the  son  of  Aaron  Rumsey  and 
Sophia  Phelps,  and  died  in  Buffalo  on  March  3,  1902.  Aaron  Rumsey,  the 
father,  was  a  fine  type  of  the  American  citizen  of  his  day,  had  acquired 
experience  in  the  leather  business,  and  it  was  the  logical  thing  for  him 
to  establish  himself  in  this  vocation  in  his  new  home.  As  soon  as  his 
sons  were  of  proper  age,  they  were  taken  into  the  firm  of  A.  Rumsey  & 
Company,  and  as  they  had  many  of  their  father’s  tactful  qualities  and 
thorough  methods,  they  soon  became  well-equipped  to  carry  on  the  work 
at  the  death  of  the  latter.  They  continued  to  expand  the  business,  to 
branch  out  in  all  directions  and  to  improve  it  by  their  own  industry 
and  genius,  with  the  result  that  the  firm  of  A.  Rumsey  &  Company  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  this  business  in  the  United  States,  maintaining  tan¬ 
neries  in  Buffalo,  in  Holland,  New  York,  and  in  many  other  places,  until 
their  interests  were  absorbed  by  the  United  States  Leather  Company. 
It  was  then  that  the  Rumsey  brothers  became  interested  in  real  estate, 
making  large  investments  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  which  has 
lately  become  one  of  its  most  desirable  residential  quarters. 

Bronson  C.  Rumsey  organized  and  was  president  of  the  old  Buffalo, 
New  York  &  Philadelphia  Railroad,  which  later  became  the  Western  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  still  later  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania 
system.  He  was  much  interested  in  civic  affairs  and  was  a  close  student  of 
public  matters,  but  despite  the  solicitation  of  friends,  particularly  of  John 
G.  Milburn,  a  life-long  friend,  who  maintained  that  by  his  wide  vision 
and  good  judgment  he  was  made  for  a  statesman,  he  declined  to  hold 
public  office  except  as  a  member  of  the  park  board,  in  which  capacity 
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he  was  of  inestimable  service  to  the  city.  The  establishment  of  a  park 
system  was  a  hobby  with  him,  and  he  gave  the  subject  much  thought  and 
effort.  In  the  ’60s,  in  association  with  such  men  as  Dennis  Bowen,  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  firm  of  Locke  &  Milburn,  and  William  Dorsheimer, 
a  lieutenant  governor  of  New  York  state,  Mr.  Rumsey  supplied  a  plan 
for  the  broadening  of  the  city’s  park  system.  To  these  three  men  prin¬ 
cipally,  the  city  of  Buffalo  owes  its  present  beautiful  parks.  When  shortly 
after  his  marriage  he  turned  away  from  the  aristocratic  quarter  of  the 
city  and  built  his  home  on  lower  Delaware  avenue,  he  was  ridiculed  by  his 
friends  for  placing  his  house  on  a  farm,  but  he  was  fully  justified  in  his 
choice  of  position  for,  as  he  said,  “The  town  could  not  push  out  toward  the 
lake  nor  toward  the  river  nor  to  the  lowlands  to  the  south,  it  had  to 
develop  toward  the  north,”  and  so  it  proved,  and  later  Delaware  avenue 
developed  into  one  of  the  most  beautiful  streets  of  the  United  States. 
So  great  was  his  love  of  nature  and  trees  that  he  planted  long  lines  of 
elms,  not  only  in  front  of  his  own  properties,  but  in  front  of  vacant  lots 
in  various  parts  of  the  city,  thus  establishing  a  precedent  that  has  been 
followed  so  faithfully,  that  the  great  avenues  with  their  several  lines  of 
trees  have  made  the  city  one  of  unique  beauty. 

Mr.  Rumsey  was  very  generous  and  philanthropic  but  most  of  his 
finest  benefactions  were  not  a  matter  of  common  knowledge.  At  his 
death,  a  deskful  of  letters  of  thanks  were  found,  bearing  witness  to  his 
generous  gifts.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  republican  party 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo  and 
the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  He  lived  a  quiet  life  with  his  family  at  the 
homestead  at  Delaware  avenue  and  Tracy  street,  but  spent  much  time 
abroad  and  in  Florida.  Mr.  Rumsey’s  home  was  always  one  of  generous 
hospitality.  Eminent  Europeans  visiting  Niagara  Falls,  or  delegates  to 
conventions,  as  well  as  friends  and  neighbors,  were  all  received  with 
warm  welcome.  He  kept  open  house,  not  only  for  all  the  children  of  the 
neighborhood,  who,  with  his  own,  used  his  beautiful  garden  as  their 
playground,  but  also  for  many  years  his  home  was  one  of  the  social  centers 
of  the  city.  The  most  notable  of  the  entertainments  were  three  Waverley 
balls  in  costume,  the  first  one  given  as  a  coming-out  party  for  his  oldest 
daughter,  the  second  given  by  the  four  children,  then  married,  and  the 
third  commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  wedding  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rumsey,  given  also  as  the  coming-out  party  of  his  granddaughters, 
Evelyn  Rumsey  and  Evelyn  Movius.  That  he  was  gifted  with  an  artistic 
sense  was  evident  not  only  in  the  house,  but  in  the  beautiful  grounds  which 
covered  three  acres  or  more  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  mansion,  and  the 
youth  of  Buffalo  of  those  days  learned  their  skating  on  the  “Rumsey 
pond.” 

There  is  also  a  marked  artistic  strain  in  the  family.  Mr.  Rumsey’s 
sister,  Eleanor,  painted  many  landscapes,  and,  considering  the  lack  of 
opportunity  at  that  time  showed  a  rare  gift.  His  daughter,  Evelyn  Rum¬ 
sey  Cary,  now  deceased,  was  noted  for  the  many  beautiful  portraits  she 
painted,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  Pan-American  Poster 
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“Spirit  of  Niagara”  was  also  her  work.  His  son,  Bronson,  early  showed 
ability  along  that  line  but  lacked  artistic  education  due  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  day;  however,  he  later  developed  a  great  talent  for  wood  carving. 
His  granddaughter,  Evelyn  Rumsey  Lord,  is  already  favorably  known  for 
her  work  as  a  portrait  painter.  A  grandson,  Charles  Cary  Rumsey,  de¬ 
ceased,  was  a  sculptor  of  international  repute.  One  of  his  heroic  statues, 
an  equestrian  figure  of  Pizarro,  was  accepted  by  the  King  and  government 
of  Spain,  and  now  stands  in  the  birthplace  of  the  “Great  Conquistador.” 
Another  grandson,  Hallam  Leonard  Movius,  has  demonstrated  his  artistic 
talent  as  a  landscape  architect,  and  Daniel  Lockwood  Rumsey,  also  a  grand¬ 
son,  gives  promise  of  doing  excellent  work  in  sculpture. 

Bronson  Case  Rumsey  married  Eveline  Hall,  daughter  of  Knowles 
Hall  (originally  from  Connecticut),  and  Panthea  Allen,  and  niece  of 
Orlando  Allen,  one  of  the  prominent  early  mayors  of  Buffalo.  It  was  at 
his  beautiful  old  colonial  house,  with  its  pillared  wings,  situated  in  large 
grounds,  that  the  marriage  took  place  on  April  19,  1848.  This  delightful 
old  home  with  its  interesting  host,  friend  of  the  surrounding  Indian  tribes, 
and  speaking  their  dialect,  was  on  Swan  street,  once  the  aristocratic  resi¬ 
dential  section  of  the  city,  but  it  has  long  since  been  removed  to  make 
way  for  growing  business  interests.  Aaron  Rumsey  lived  a  few  doors 
west  of  Orlando  Allen,  and  the  Pascal  Pratts  in  a  fine  old  mansion  a  few 
doors  to  the  east.  It  was  doubtless  owing  to  this  early  association  that 
Bronson  Rumsey  and  Pascal  Pratt  became  the  founders  of  the  old  Manu¬ 
facturers  and  Traders  Bank,  now  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company.  Mr. 
Rumsey  was  always  a  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Bank,  having 
once  or  twice  refused  the  presidency. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  Case  Rumsey, 
namely,  Laurence  Dana,  Mary  Lovering,  Bronson  and  Evelyn. 

Laurence  Dana  Rumsey,  now  deceased,  married  Jennie  Cary,  only 
daughter  of  Dr.  Walter  and  Mrs.  Cary,  and  to  them  five  children  were 
born :  Evelyn,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Walter  Russell  Lord,  rector  of  St. 
John’s  Church;  Charles  Cary  Rumsey,  deceased,  who  married  Mary  Har- 
riman,  daughter  of  the  railroad  magnate,  E.  H.  Harriman;  Gertrude,  the 
widow  of  Carlton  M.  Smith ;  Grace,  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Goodyear,  of 
Buffalo  and  Youngstown,  and  Laurence,  who  resides  at  home. 

Mary  Lovering  Rumsey  married  Edward  Hallam  Movius,  a  promi¬ 
nent  attorney  of  Buffalo,  now  deceased,  and  their  children  are:  Evelyn, 
widow  of  James  Parker  Hall,  formerly  the  dean  of  the  Law  School  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  and  Hallam  Leonard  Movius,  of  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Evelyn  Rumsey,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  Cary,  a 
retired  physician  of  Buffalo. 

Bronson  Rumsey  married,  first,  Mary  Cleveland  Coxe,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Right  Rev.  Arthur  Cleveland  Coxe,  bishop  of  Western  New 
York,  and  to  them  three  children  were  born,  Bronson  Case  II,  now  of 
Cody,  Wyoming;  Dexter  Cleveland,  and  Mildred,  wife  of  Arthur  Hawes, 
both  of  La  Jolla,  California.  Mr.  Rumsey  married  secondly,  Elisabeth 
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Lockwood,  now  deceased,  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  Lockwood,  who 
nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  every  public  office  he  held  from  sheriff 
to  president.  To  Mr.  Rumsey’s  second  marriage  were  born  four  children : 
Daniel  Lockwood,  Polly,  the  wife  of  Milton  Wolfe,  Sally,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Archbald,  and  Rosamunde,  living  at  home. 

This  sketch  could  not  be  more  properly  ended  than  by  quoting  from 
the  obituary  that  was  written  by  his  life-long  friend,  Franklin  D.  Locke, 
and  published  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time,  “Bronson  Rumsey  was  a 
Prince  among  men,  and  a  King  among  business  men.” 


MAXWELL  STEVENSON  WHEELER 

Maxwell  S.  Wheeler,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  vice  president  and  general 
counsel  of  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  and  all  their  affiliated  companies,  is  not  only 
an  outstanding  figure  in  manufacturing  circles  of  western  New  York, 
but  his  reputation  is  national  in  character,  and  his  advice  and  services 
have  been  widely  sought.  He  has  received  important  appointments  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  by  two  of  New  York’s  governors, 
and  in  numerous  other  instances  his  intelligent  and  profound  knowledge 
of  industrial  questions  has  been  recognized.  Trained  for  the  law,  Mr. 
Wheeler  gained  success  in  the  profession  for  several  years,  then  took  his 
legal  attainments  into  the  industrial  world,  where  they  proved  invaluable 
to  him  as  he  advanced  to  the  position  he  now  holds.  He  has  likewise 
identified  himself  with  civic  and  charitable  movements  of  Buffalo,  and  has 
given  liberally  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  things  which  he  considered 
of  merit  and  benefit  to  the  community.  Club  life,  social  circles,  the  church, 
industrial  organizations  and  sports  have  all  entered  into  his  career,  and 
he  has  participated  in  each  with  the  wholesome  interest  which  is  char¬ 
acteristic  of  his  active  life. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  February  13,  1874,  and  is 
a  son  of  Lester  and  Genevra  L.  (Newell)  Wheeler.  The  father  was  born 
August  17,  1848,  at  Waterloo,  New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  29, 
1926.  He  was  head-master  and  proprietor  of  the  Heathcote  School  here 
for  over  fifty  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  beloved  educators  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  a  democrat  in  politics  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  His  parents  were  Aaron  R.  and  Sarah  Watson 
(Stevenson)  Wheeler.  The  former,  who  was  born  at  Blackstone,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  died  at  Waterloo,  New  York,  was  a  contractor  and  builder, 
and  at  one  time  was  sheriff  of  Seneca  county.  His  wife  was  born  and  died 
in  New  York  state.  Aaron  R.  Wheeler  was  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Rachel 
Wheeler,  of  Blackstone,  Massachusetts. 

Genevra  L.  (Newell)  Wheeler,  mother  of  Maxwell  S.  Wheeler,  was 
born  June  1,  1849,  at  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  and  now  resides  in 
Buffalo,  New  York.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Captain  George  and  Olive 
(Plimpton)  Newell,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Medfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  died  in  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  while  his  wife  also  was 
born  at  Medfield  and  died  at  Framingham.  Captain  Newell,  who  was  a 
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sea  captain  of  note  and  the  owner  of  ships,  was  a  son  of  Wales  Newell, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  was  descended  from  English  ancestors. 

Maxwell  S.  Wheeler  graduated  from  the  Heathcote  School  of  Buffalo 
in  1891,  then  entered  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1894,  graduating  magna  cum  laude.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1896  obtained  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  from  this  institution,  and  again  graduated  with 
outstanding  honors,  having  been  the  second  of  his  class  in  scholarship 
ranking.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  1896,  and 
began  active  practice  in  Buffalo.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  Frederick 
C.  Slee,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wheeler  &  Slee,  which  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  successfully  from  1897  to  1904,  when  Mr.  Wheeler  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  legal  department  of  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  and  has  been  general 
counsel  for  this  corporation  for  many  years.  He  is  also  vice  president  of 
the  company,  and  all  its  affiliated  companies,  which  includes  the  following : 
Larkin  Co.  of  America,  Larkin  Co.  of  Pennsylvania,  Larkin  Co.  of  Illinois, 
the  Buffalo  Pottery  Company  and  The  Gasoline-Smith  Company  of  Ohio. 
He  is  president  of  the  Associated  Industries  of  New  York,  and  has  held 
the  office  since  1924,  prior  to  that  time  having  been  vice  president.  He 
is  president  of  the  Larkin  Benefit  Association ;  a  member  of  the  State 
Industrial  Council,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Industrial  Conference  Board ;  member  of  the  National 
Industrial  Council  of  National  Associations  of  Manufacturers;  member 
of  the  board  of  the  Empire  State  Business  Alliance ;  member  of  the  indus¬ 
trial  relations  committee  of  the  National  Civic  League ;  member  of  the 
state  committee  on  the  stabilization  of  employment,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Roosevelt;  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  civic  commit¬ 
tee  on  unemployment ;  and  a  member  of  President  Hoover’s  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  on  illiteracy. 

The  scope  of  Mr.  Wheeler’s  activities  is  shown  by  further  connections 
of  import.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo  council  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  and  is  a  director  and  member  of  the  board  of  man¬ 
agers  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Buffalo.  He  is  auditor 
and  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Buffalo  Children’s  Hospital, 
a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  and  ex-vice  president  and  president 
of  the  Cathedral  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  has  served  as 
district  committeeman.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Harvard  Club,  the 
Turtle  Lake  Fish  and  Game  Club,  the  Uncomon  Council  of  the  Cathedral 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club 
and  others.  Aside  from  his  numerous  activities,  Mr.  Wheeler  has  many 
diversions  which  provide  him  with  pleasure  and  relaxation,  including 
reading,  cards,  camping  and  fly-fishing. 

On  February  12,  1903,  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  married 
to  Gertrude  Morgan  Leibee,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry 
P.  and  Marion  (Morgan)  Leibee,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Middletown,  and  prior  to  his  retirement  was  the 
owner  of  a  twine  mill  at  that  place.  His  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New 
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York.  Mrs.  Wheeler  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  is  now 
secretary  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  have  one  son,  Henry  Leibee  Wheeler, 
who  was  born  November  10,  1909.  He  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School 
of  Buffalo  and  from  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  and  is  now  at  Harvard 
University,  member  of  the  class  of  1932.  The  Wheeler  residence  is  at 
42  Saybrook  place. 


CARL  HOSMER  BOWEN 

In  the  investment  business  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  one  of  the  represent¬ 
ative  men  now  actively  engaged  is  Carl  H.  Bowen,  who  is  vice  president 
of  the  firm  of  Baker,  Putnam  &  Company,  Incorporated.  He  has  gained 
high  standing  in  this  connection,  and  he  is  also  prominently  identified 
with  club  and  fraternal  life  in  this  community. 

Mr.  Bowen  was  born  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  June  7,  1891,  and  is  a  son 
of  Dr.  Arthur  H.  and  Margaret  (Mathews)  Bowen.  The  Bowen  family 
is  of  Welsh  descent.  Dr.  Bowen,  now  deceased,  was  a  specialist  in  derma¬ 
tology.  He  was  born  in  Waterford,  Ohio,  afterward  removed  to  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  and  thence  to  Columbus,  Ohio.  His  wife  was  born  in  Marietta, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Mathews,  a  widely-known  oil  operator  of  that 
state.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
tracing  her  descent  from  Rufus  Putnam,  an  associate  of  Daniel  Boone. 

Carl  H.  Bowen  attended  private  schools  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  high 
school  at  Rochester,  New  York.  He  took  up  his  advanced  studies  in 
Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  from  this  institution  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer  in  1913.  During  his  collegiate 
course,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Chi  fraternity.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies,  he  was  associated  with  the  Burroughs  Adding  Machine 
Company  for  about  two  years,  and  was  then  connected  with  the  Pierce 
Arrow  Motor  Car  Company  at  Buffalo  until  he  entered  the  United  States 
Army  in  1917.  He  was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  military  quarter¬ 
masters  corps,  and  afterward  the  motor  transport  corps  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  experimental  engineering  department  at  Camp  Holabird, 
near  Washington,  D.  C.,  until  eighteen  months  after  the  armistice,  when 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  pational  capital. 

He  then  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car  Com¬ 
pany,  and  remained  with  the  corporation  for  four  years.  Afterward  he 
was  vice  president  of  the  Harrison  Real  Estate  Corporation,  but  left  this 
concern  in  1926  to  accept  a  position  as  salesman  with  the  firm  of  Baker, 
Trubee  &  Putnam,  Incorporated.  He  was  advanced  through  various  posi¬ 
tions  until  he  was  admitted  into  the  firm  in  September,  1927,  as  assistant 
secretary.  In  February,  1930,  the  firm  style  was  changed  to  Baker,  Put¬ 
nam  &  Company.  In  July,  1930,  he  was  advanced  to  his  present  post  as 
vice  president  of  the  corporation.  He  is  also  a  director  in  the  Chippewa 
garage,  and  of  the  Linbark  Apartment,  Incorporated. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  belongs  to  Ismailia 
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Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the 
Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Cornell  Club  of  New  York  and  the  Buffalo 
Luncheon  Club. 

On  April  28,  1916,  Br.  Bowen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lily  May, 
of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Emma  (Schmidt)  May.  Her  father, 
a  native  of  Germany,  and  her  mother,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  now  live 
in  this  city.  Mr.  May  is  a  manufacturer,  and  was  executive  head  of  the 
original  Pierce  Cycle  Works  and  of  the  present  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car 
Company.  He  is  now  retired.  Mrs.  Bowen  is  very  active  in, local  women’s 
affairs,  and  is  a  director  of  the  College  Creche,  a  member  of  the  Garret 
Club,  and  treasurer  of  the  Parents  League  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowen  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  both  born  in  Buffalo,  Mathews 
May,  born  January  31,  1922;  and  Henry  May,  born  August  22,  1923.  The 
Bowen  family  home  is  situated  at  71  Hodge  avenue,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


ANSLEY  WILCOX 

A  lawyer  of  nation-wide  prominence,  Ansley  Wilcox  attained  success 
and  distinction  in  his  profession,  which  he  followed  in  Buffalo  for  many 
years.  A  recognized  leader  in  movements  of  reform,  progress  and  im¬ 
provement,  he  influenced  public  opinion  to  a  notable  extent  and  was  con¬ 
tinually  giving  out  of  the  rich  stores  of  his  wisdom  and  experience  to 
others  in  his  efforts  to  promote  that  higher  civilization  for  which  the 
world  is  ever  striving.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate  and 
his  benefactions  were  as  wide  as  his  knowledge  of  need. 

Born  in  Summerville,  now  a  part  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  January  27, 
1856,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Hand  and  Frances  Louisa  (Ansley) 
Wilcox  and  a  grandson  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Samuel  Wilcox  of  Madison, 
Connecticut.  The  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was  established  in  this 
country  by  John  Willcocks,  who  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connectict,  in  1636.  Louisia  (Ansley)  Wilcox  was  a  daughter  of  the 
south  and  all  of  the  men  in  her  family  were  in  the  southern  army.  The 
Civil  war  played  an  important  part  in  the  destiny  of  Ansley  Wilcox.  His 
father,  as  a  northerner,  wished  to  avoid  service  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
but  was  willing  to  accept  a  Confederate  government  commission  to  Eng¬ 
land,  taking  his  chances  of  successfully  running  the  Yankee  blockade. 
Mrs.  Wilcox  planned  to  join  her  husband  in  Montreal  and  with  her  five 
young  children  managed  to  escape  from  Augusta  on  the  last  train  before 
communications  were  cut  off  by  General  Sherman’s  army.  The  mother 
and  children  traveled  west  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  gradually  worked 
north,  crossing  the  battle  lines  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  There  they  took 
a  steamer  up  the  Mississippi  river,  imperilled  by  shell  fire  from  both 
armies,  and  finally  joined  the  husband  and  father  in  Canada.  After  the 
war  they  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Madison,  Connecticut,  and  later  set¬ 
tled  in  New  Haven. 

After  attending  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  that  city  Ansley 
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Wilcox  entered  Yale  University,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1874,  when 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  supplemented  his  education  by  a  year’s 
study  at  Oxford  University  in  England.  With  his  return  to  the  United 
States  he  entered  upon  his  legal  career  in  Buffalo  in  1882,  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Crowley,  Movius  &  Wilcox,  which  a  year  later  became 
Movius  &  Wilcox.  Under  that  firm  name  the  practice  was  conducted  until 
1892,  when  Mr.  Movius  withdrew  and  the  firm  then  became  Wilcox  & 
Miner.  Another  change  in  partnership  occurred  in  1903,  leading  to  the 
adoption  of  the  style  of  Wilcox  &  Bull.  This  was  continued  until  1910  and 
two  years  later  the  firm  of  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen  was  formed — an  associa¬ 
tion  that  was  maintained  from  1912  until  1917.  While  highly  regarded  as 
a  corporation  lawyer,  Mr.  Wilcox  gave  the  major  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  advisory  law.  Among  the  important  cases  which  he  handled 
were  the  following:  Briggs  vs.  Spaulding,  involving  the  liability  of  direct¬ 
ors  of  national  banks  for  neglecting  their  duties,  and  establishing  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  they  are  fully  liable ;  and  Bleistein  vs.  Donaldson,  sustaining  the 
right  to  copyright  ordinary  commercial  lithographic  prints  and  posters,  re¬ 
versing  the  decisions  of  the  lower  courts.  As  counsel,  Mr.  Wilcox  assisted 
in  the  entrance  of  the  West  Shore  Railroad  (now  a  part  of  the  New  York 
Central  system)  to  Buffalo  in  1882.  From  1883  until  1885  he  was  counsel 
for  the  commission  appointed  by  Governor  Cleveland  to  acquire  land  for 
the  New  York  state  reservation  at  Niagara  Falls  and  was  a  commissioner 
of  the  reservation  for  the  years,  from  1910  until  1917.  In  the  educational 
field  he  did  important  work  as  professor  of  medical  jurisprudence  at  the 
University  of  Buffalo  from  1885  to  1906.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  high  at¬ 
tainments.  His  study  and  research  were  so  thorough  that  he  was  never 
surprised  by  an  unexpected  attack,  being  always  fortified  for  defense, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  reached  for  the  most  vulnerable  point  in  his 
opponent’s  armor,  and  was  victorious  in  many  a  notable  forensic  combat. 
In  the  case  of  Rogers  vs.  the  city  of  Buffalo  he  succeeded  in  establishing 
the  constitutionality  of  the  civil  service  law  of  the  state.  After  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  law  firm  of  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen  in  1917  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  service  of  a  few  old  clients,  to  work  in  connection  with  the 
handling  of  estates  and  to  civic  and  philanthropic  activities. 

Mr.  Wilcox  developed  the  plan  of  holding  city  and  county  elections  in 
the  odd  numbered  years  and  the  national  and  state  elections  in  the  even 
numbered  years,  “in  order  to  free  municipal  governments  from  politics;” 
and  at  the  New  York  state  constitutional  convention  of  1894  succeeded  in 
having  this  plan  adopted  as  to  cities.  It  has  since  been  copied  in  many 
other  states.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  one  of  the  commissioners  in  1913-14  to 
examine  the  public  health  laws  of  the  state,  resulting  in  a  new  health  law 
within  about  one  year.  In  1900  he  was  named  by  Governor  Roosevelt  to 
hea'r  the  charges  brought  against  District  Attorney  Asa  Bird  Gardiner,  of 
New  York  county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  commission  to  inquire  into  the 
Elmira  Reformatory  scandal,  at  the  time  of  the  Brockway  disclosures  of 
alleged  cruelty  to  prisoners. 

Keenly  interested  in  movements  for  city  charter  reform  and  civil 
service  reform,  Mr.  Wilcox  aided  in  organizing  the  National  Civil  Service 
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Reform  League,  becoming  a  member  of  its  council,  and  also  assisted  in 
forming  the  Buffalo  Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  took  an  important 
part  in  drafting  the  law  for  a  commissioner  of  jurors,  appointed  by  the 
judges,  thus  starting  a  reform  of  the  jury  system,  which  has  spread  widely 
over  New  York  state  and  beyond.  He  was  a  member  of  the  National  Muni¬ 
cipal  League  for  better  municipal  government. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  in  Buffalo,  January  17,  1878,  to  Miss  Cor¬ 
nelia  C.  Rumsey,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Dexter  P.  and  Mary  (Coburn) 
Rumsey  and  who  died  December  22,  1880.  On  the  20th  of  November,  1883, 
Mr.  Wilcox  married  Miss  Mary  Grace  Rumsey,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
A  biographical  record  of  her  father  and  also  of  her  grandfather,  Aaron 
Rumsey,  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Her  maternal  grandfather, 
Theodore  Coburn,  was  a  prominent  contractor  of  Buffalo  and  built  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Wilcox  acquired  her  early  education  in 
Buffalo,  afterward  pursuing  her  studies  in  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and 
in  Paris,  France.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  were  the  parents  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  The  elder,  Mrs.  Nina  Bull,  makes  her  home  in  New  York  city  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Henry  Adsit  Bull;  and  Marion  (Bull) 
Eames,  of  England.  Frances  Wilcox,  the  younger  daughter,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Major  Thomas  F.  Cooke,  is  interested  in  many  charities  in 
Buffalo  and  has  long  served  on  the  board  of  the  College  Creche. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  man  of  broad  sympathies  and  was  constantly  reach¬ 
ing  out  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  In  1877  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society,  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States  and  the  model  for  all  others.  From  that  time  for¬ 
ward  he  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the  work  of  the  organization,  becoming 
one  of  its  trustees  in  1881,  while  in  1906  he  was  called  to  the  presidency, 
thus  serving  until  his  death  on  the  26th  of  January,  1930.  He  was  made 
general  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  Federation  of  Charities  and  Social  Ser¬ 
vice  Agencies  and  also  became  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital, 
which  he  represented  as  counsel  for  more  than  forty  years. 

An  independent  republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  one  of  the 
original  “mugwumps”  who  refused  to  support  Blaine  and  rallied  to  Grover 
Cleveland  for  president,  participating  in  the  independent  movement  which 
resulted  in  Cleveland’s  election.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Cleveland; 
Roosevelt  and  Taft.  It  was  at  the  Wilcox  home  in  Buffalo  that  Theodore 
Roosevelt  took  the  oath  of  office  September  14,  1901,  following  the  death 
of  William  McKinley,  and  there  he  held  his  first  cabinet  meeting.  Mrs. 
Wilcox  survives  her  husband  and  occupies  the  beautiful  home  at  641  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue.  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  member  of  the  Century  Association,  the 
City  Club  and  St.  Andrew’s  Golf  Club,  all  of  New  York  city;  the  Buffalo, 
Country,  Athletic,  Park,  Wanakah,  Saturn  and  University  Clubs  of  Buf¬ 
falo;  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States ;  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association.  Exceptional  personal  gifts  were  his,  and  he  spared  no 
labor  to  make  full  use  of  his  powers.  He  fearlessly  fought  against  cor¬ 
ruption  wherever  he  found  it  and  was  strong  enough  to  stand  alone,  which 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


65 


is  the  acid  test  of  true  greatness.  While  his  natural  temperament  was 
that  of  valor,  gallantry  and  firmness,  his  heart  was  as  tender  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  as  that  of  a  child.  He  was  so  ruggedly  honest,  so  unselfishly  pa¬ 
triotic  and  so  splendidly  altruistic  that  his  associates  were  drawn  to  him 
by  ties  of  admiration  and  love.  At  all  times  he  was  animated  by  an  earnest 
desire  to  do  right,  and  the  memory  of  his  noble  character  lives  to  inspire 
future  generations. 


SEYMOUR  PENFIELD  WHITE 

Outstanding  among  the  civic  leaders  of  Buffalo,  and  likewise  widely 
known  as  a  man  of  affairs  and  a  capitalist,  is  Seymour  Penfield  White, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  this  city  on  the  2d  of  August,  1873.  His  career 
has  been  one  of  success,  and  he  has  executed  well  the  trusts  which  have 
fallen  to  him.  In  every  way  he  has  merited  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  his  forebears  who  were 
builders  of  Buffalo  and  loyal  citizens  of  their  time  and  generation.  Busi¬ 
ness  progress  and  the  development  of  Buffalo’s  prosperity  have  been  sub¬ 
jects  of  paramount  interest  to  Mr.  White,  and  he  has  worked  unceasingly 
along  these  lines.  His  judgment  in  commercial  and  financial  matters  is 
authoritative,  as  indicated  by  the  responsible  trusts  and  positions  which 
are  under  his  control. 

The  parents  of  Seymour  P.  White  were  James  P.  and  Anna  (Dobbins) 
White.  James  P.  White  was  born  at  East  Aurora,  New  York,  July  7, 
1844,  and  died  at  Buffalo  August  10,  1894.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
lithographing  profession  in  the  early  days,  and  in  1881  constructed  the 
original  White  building.  His  political  views  were  in  accord  with  demo¬ 
cratic  principles,  and  his  religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Trinty  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  in  which  he  was  a  vestryman.  He  was  a  son  of  Dr.  James 
Platt  and  Mary  (Penfield)  White,  the  former  having  been  a  lifelong  resi¬ 
dent  of  New  York  state,  his  death  occurring  in  Buffalo,  in  which  city 
he  was  a  prominent  physician,  and  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  His  wife  also  spent  her 
entire  life  in  New  York  state.  The  mother  of  Seymour  P.  White  was  born 
in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  December  14,  1840,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  February 
6,  1911.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  P.  and  Mary  (Richards)  Dobbins, 
both  of  whom  were  native  Pennsylvanians  and  died  in  Buffalo.  David  P. 
Dobbins  was  in  charge  of  the  life  saving  service  of  the  ninth  district  of 
New  York,  also  patented  the  so-called  Dobbins  lifeboats,  which  were  the 
product  of  his  own  invention. 

Seymour  P.  White  received  his  early  education  in  private  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  in  1894  graduated  from  the  Lawrenceville  School  at 
Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey.  He  then  took  charge  of  his  father’s  large 
estate,  which  is  now  owned  by  him  and  his  brother,  James  P.  White  of 
Buffalo.  They  also  own  the  White  building  which  is  situated  on  Main 
street.  In  addition  to  his  activities  in  the  interests  of  the  White  proper¬ 
ties,  he  is  second  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank,  and  is  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Buffalo  Municipal  Research  Bureau.  He  is  a  member  and 
past  president  of  the  Buffalo  Business  Federation,  and  likewise  a  member 
and  past  president  of  the  Main  Street  Association  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  White 
is  a  member  and  past  president  of  both  the  Buffalo  Country  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Automobile  Clubs,  and  is  past  dean  of  the  Saturn  Club  of  this  city, 
in  all  of  which  clubs  he  retains  his  membership.  He  belongs  to  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Meadowbrook  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  His  religi¬ 
ous  connection  is  with  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  White  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  having  served  with  the  Sixty-fifth 
Regiment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  leaving  the  army  with  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

On  May  10,  1898,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  White  was  married  to  Miss  Annie 
L.  Dunbar,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  George  H.  and 
Mary  (Davis)  Dunbar,  the  father  having  been  a  machine  shop  operator, 
builder  of  equipment  for  grain  elevators,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
Mrs.  White  received  her  education  at  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Garret  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
daughters,  namely :  Marian,  who  was  educated  in  the  Franklin  School  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  Dobbs  Ferry  School  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York,  is  the 
wife  of  Raymond  G.  Urban  of  Buffalo,  who  is  associated  with  the  H.  M. 
Birge  &  Sons  Company,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  sons,  Seymour  W., 
Raymond  G.  Jr.,  and  Laurence  D.;  Emily,  the  second  daughter,  who 
was  educated  in  the  Franklin  School  of  Buffalo  and  the  Dobbs  Ferry 
School,  is  the  wife  of  Kenneth  A.  Wood,  member  of  the  investment  securi¬ 
ties  firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  is  also  the  mother  of 
three  children,  Joan,  Kenneth  A.,  and  Emily  Ann. 


ROBERT  H.  HEUSSLER 

For  fifty-five  years  the  late  Robert  H.  Heussler  was  a  resident  of 
Buffalo,  becoming  well  known  as  one  of  its  pioneer  business  men  and  also 
through  his  effective  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  city’s  advancement  along 
cultural  lines.  He  was  born  December  23,  1854,  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
a  son  of  August  and  Frederica  (Ehle)  Heussler,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  As  a  young  man  the  father  sought  the  opportunities  of 
America,  locating  in  Hartford,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  Colt 
Manufacturing  Company.  Endowed  with  a  talent  for  music,  he  was  not 
only  an  accomplished  player  of  several  instruments  but  also  arranged  and 
composed  music  and  was  likewise  the  leader  of  the  famous  Colt’s  Band 
of  Hartford.  Of  the  five  children  in  his  family,  all  are  deceased  save 
Litta  R.,  a  resident  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

The  advantages  of  a  public  school  education  were  accorded  Robert  H. 
Heussler,  who  was  reared  in  his  native  city  and  there  served  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  with  a  firm  of  lithographers.  He  acquired  proficiency  in  design- 
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ing  and  engraving  and  was  engaged  in  work  of  that  character  in  Hartford 
until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  becoming  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Clay  &  Cosack,  at  that  time  located  next  to  the  old  post  office  building. 
For  forty-three  years  Mr.  Heussler  remained  with  that  organization  and 
its  successors,  becoming  known  throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
foremost  exponents  of  the  art  of  lithography,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
resignation  in  1916  was  filling  the  offices  of  vice  president  and  general 
superintendent  of  the  Hayes  Lithographing  Company.  The  following 
year  he  spent  abroad,  revisiting  the  old  home  of  his  parents  and  traveling 
throughout  Europe.  In  1917  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  becoming  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company,  with  which  he 
continued  until  his  death,  occupying  an  office  in  the  building  of  the  M  &  T 
Trust  Company.  A  tireless,  systematic  and  efficient  worker,  he  secured  a 
large  amount  of  business  for  the  Northwestern  Company  in  his  district 
and  was  also  closely  identified  with  financial  affairs  as  a  trustee  for  twenty 
years  of  the  American  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1880,  Mr.  Heussler  was  married  in  Buffalo 
to  Miss  Ida  M.  Horning  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of 
whom  one,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  Their  son,  Arthur  F.,  who  died  in 
May,  1916,  supplemented  his  high  school  education  by  attendance  at 
Hobart  College  in  Geneva,  New  York,  where  he  won  a  scholarship  which 
enabled  him  to  pursue  a  postgraduate  course  in  Columbia  University, 
and  was  also  admitted  to  membership  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  an  honorary 
scholastic  fraternity.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Sun  and 
also  did  special  writing.  Robert  A.,  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  high  school, 
became  connected  with  a  large  paper  manufacturing  company  of  Law¬ 
rence,  Massachusetts.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Washington  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo,  and 
Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  has  become  well  known  as  a  musician, 
playing  the  piano  with  skill.  Walter  G.,  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  is  with 
the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company.  His  Masonic  affiliations  are 
with  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A. 
S.  R.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club. 
Like  the  other  members  of  the  family,  he  is  active  in  musical  circles  of 
the  city  and  possesses  a  beautiful  voice,  which  has  been  heard  in  various 
churches  of  Buffalo.  Herman  K.,  the  youngest  son,  who  lives  in  East 
Aurora,  New  York,  is  factory  manager  for  the  Quaker  Oats  Company 
and  operates  plants  at  Depew  and  St.  Catharines,  Ontario.  He  has  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club.  In  Buffalo 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Carlotta  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  Mor¬ 
gan,  and  their  children  are  J.  Morgan,  Robert  William  and  Donald  Arthur. 

The  family  are  regular  attendants  of  Trinity  Church.  Mr.  Heussler 
was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  for  forty  years  and  was  also  an  active 
member  of  Harmonie  Lodge,  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  an  ardent  lover 
of  good  music  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  gave  to  its  furtherance  the 
best  of  his  talent  and  time.  Through  his  efforts  and  those  of  other  inter¬ 
ested  men,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  to  Buffalo  the  greatest  names  of  the 
operatic  stage  and  the  greatest  soloists  of  the  world.  He  was  a  member 
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of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Philharmonic  Society,  which  up  to  the 
time  of  the  World  war  arranged  an  annual  music  festival  lasting  a  week. 
A  locally  trained  chorus  of  unusual  merit  and  several  prominent  soloists 
were  featured.  The  work  of  this  society  was  never  profitable  and  the 
annual  deficit  always  was  paid  by  Mr.  Heussler  and  fourteen  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board.  He  was  at  one  time  vice  president  of  the  Symphony 
Society  and  was  also  closely  identified  with  every  music  festival  in  Buffalo 
throughout  a  half  century.  For  a  considerable  period  he  was  president 
of  the  old  Liedertafel  Singing  Society,  from  which  sprang  the  Buffalo 
Orpheus,  now  one  of  the  leading  singing  societies  of  Buffalo,  and  of  this 
he  also  served  as  president.  Deeply  interested  in  movements  for  intel¬ 
lectual  and  cultural  development,  Mr.  Heussler  was  a  potent  factor  in 
fostering  the  city’s  advancement  along  those  lines,  at  the  same  time  con¬ 
tributing  toward  its  growth  and  importance  as  a  business  center,  and, 
thus  left  the  deep  impress  of  his  individuality  upon  the  life  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  Genial,  sincere  and  broad-minded,  he  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  all  who  knew  him  recognized  his  worth  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen. 
Mr.  Heussler  died  suddenly  on  September  1,  1930. 


JEWETT  MELVIN  RICHMOND 

As  a  grain  dealer  and  banker  Jewett  Melvin  Richmond  was  closely  and 
prominently  associated  with  the  work  of  development  and  progress  in 
Buffalo,  writing  his  name  upon  the  annals  of  the  city  in  terms  of  honor 
and  of  success.  He  was  a  leading  spirit  in  many  public  projects  of  worth 
and  attained  high  standing  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  citizen.  Born  in 
Syracuse,  New  York,  December  9,  1831,  he  was  a  son  of  Anson  and  Betsy 
(Melvin)  Richmond,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  member 
of  a  family  that  has  been  represented  in  America  from  the  time  of  the 
landing  of  the  Mayflower. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  Jewett  M.  Richmond  pursued  his  education 
in  its  public  schools  and  soon  after  his  initial  step  was  made  in  commercial 
affairs  he  became  a  dealer  in  salt  and  flour,  having  a  partner  in  the  venture. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  A.  Richmond, 
a  son  of  Dean  Richmond,  of  Batavia,  New  York,  organizing  the  J.  M.  Rich¬ 
mond  Company,  dealers  in  grain.  They  were  the  builders  and  owners  of 
the  Richmond  Elevator,  one  of  the  earliest  grain  elevators  in  Buffalo,  and 
were  associated  in  business  for  ten  years.  In  1864  the  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  J.  M.  Richmond  spent  some  time  in  travel.  With  his  return 
to  Buffalo  he  organized  a  new  company  and  with  his  brothers,  Alonzo  and 
M.  M.  Richmond,  engaged  in  the  grain  forwarding  and  elevator  business, 
developing  a  trade  of  large  proportions.  In  the  financial  field  he  was  equally 
successful.  Called  to  the  presidency  of  the  Marine  Bank  in  1867,  he  re¬ 
signed  after  a  time  but  in  1892,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Clement,  again  be¬ 
came  the  administrative  head  of  that  institution  as  well  as  vice  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank.  Within  a  few  years,  however,  he  found  the 
burden  of  work  too  great,  for  the  Marine  Bank  had  grown  considerably 
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during  that  period,  and  he  tendered  his  resignation  as  its  chief  executive 
officer  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank,  which  he 
represented  in  that  capacity  from  1894  until  his  death  on  March  27,  1899. 
Transportation  affairs  also  claimed  a  portion  of  his  time  and  energy  and  he 
became  an  outstanding  figure  in  railroad  circles  of  this  part  of  the  country. 
In  1871  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Buffalo  &  Jamestown  Railroad, 
serving  as  its  president  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  a  director  of  that 
road  as  well  as  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  &  Southwestern  Railroad.  His 
work  in  connection  with  other  public  utilities  was  likewise  effective  and  as 
president  of  the  Mutual  Gas  Light  Company  he  maintained  a  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  service.  A  man  of  unusual  foresight  and  rare  judgment,  dominated 
at  all  times  by  an  accurate  sense  of  business  exigency,  he  carefully  avoided 
the  many  pitfalls  into  which  unrestricted  progressiveness  is  so  frequently 
led  and  focused  his  energies  in  directions  where  fruition  was  certain. 

In  1870  Mr.  Richmond  was  married  to  Miss  Geraldine  Rudderow,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Smith)  Rudderow,  of  New  York  city. 
Mrs.  Richmond  long  survived  her  husband,  passing  away  January  21, 
1925.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Jewett  Merritt,  the 
first-born,  died  in  1880.  John  Rudderow  Howard,  the  second  son,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  old  Heathcote  School  and  of  Hobart  College,  married  Miss 
Rachel  Greene,  a  member  of  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Fine  Arts  Academy,  of  which  he  served  as  a  director. 
His  death  occurred  in  1908.  The  daughter,  Lillian  Rudderow,  is  active  in 
child  welfare  work,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Ger¬ 
ald  Hunt,  born  in  1877,  died  August  8,  1930.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  the  Nichols  School  and  in  Hobart  College.  He  had  charge  of  his  fath¬ 
er’s  estate  and,  like  him,  was  interested  in  philanthropic  work.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Mayflower  Society, 
the  Fine  Arts  Academy,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Historical 
Society,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Club,  the  Park  Club 
and  the  Saturn  Club.  Irving  Anson,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  died  in 
1880.  Edward  Seymour,  the  youngest  son,  who  was  born  in  1879,  has, 
since  the  death  of  Gerald  H.  Richmond,  been  manager  of  the  father’s 
estate.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Park  and  Athletic  Clubs  of  Buffalo  and  is 
also  connected  with  the  Mayflower  Society  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Mrs.  Jewett  M.  Richmond  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  in  which  her  family  have  been  active  members.  John  R.  H. 
Richmond  served  as  a  vestryman  and  Miss  Lillian  Richmond  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Church  Home.  Edward  S.  Richmond  de¬ 
votes  much  time  to  charitable  work.  With  his  sister,  Miss  Lillian  Rich¬ 
mond,  he  resides  at  25  Lincoln  parkway,  having  lived  here  since  1918, 
when  they  moved  from  their  old  home  at  844  Delaware  avenue. 

Jewett  M.  Richmond  was  noted  for  his  humanitarianism  and  civic 
loyalty  as  well  as  for  his  business  sagacity,  and  Richmond  avenue  was 
named  in  his  honor.  In  many  public  connections  his  experience,  wisdom 
and  cooperation  were  of  marked  value.  In  1891  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  board  of  the  select  council  and  two  years  later  was  elected  its 
president,  thus  serving  until  1894.  He  was  president  of  the  Young  Men’s 
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Association,  which  later  became  the  Buffalo  Public  Library,  and  it  was 
under  his  administration  that  the  present  home  of  this  institution  was 
built.  He  aided  in  forming  the  Buffalo  Club,  was  one  of  the  original  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  also  identified  with  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  the  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  influence  which  Mr.  Richmond  exerted  upon  the  life  of  his 
city  was  of  the  highest  order  and  his  death  was  a  great  loss  to  Buffalo, 
to  his  family  and  to  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  friendship,  for  he 
was  a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  esteem  and  admire. 


FREDERICK  C.  GAISE 

Now  serving  for  the  fourth  term  as  auditor  of  Erie  county,  New  York, 
Frederick  C.  Gaise  has  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  citizens 
by  his  capable  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  responsible  duties  of  his 
office.  Prior  to  his  incumbency  as  county  auditor,  Mr.  Gaise  was  for  over 
thirty  years  an  employee  of  a  prominent  Buffalo  manufacturing  concern, 
in  which  capacity  he  made  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  business  man  and 
demonstrated  the  possession  of  those  qualities  which  led  to  his  election 
to  public  position.  In  fraternal  and  political  affairs,  Mr.  Gaise  has  been 
a  leader  for  many  years,  and  his  affiliations  among  local  organizations  are 
numerous. 

Frederick  C.  Gaise  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  21,  1869,  a 
son  of  Henry  J.  and  Magdalena  (Urban)  Gaise.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Germany,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  quite  young,  settling 
first  at  Stevensville,  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  they  lived 
upon  a  farm.  Later  in  life,  Henry  J.  Gaise  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  carpenter  trade  until  his  death  in  1899.  Magdalena  (Urban) 
Gaise,  who  died  in  the  year  1922,  was  a  native  of  Tonawanda,  New  York, 
and  a  daughter  of  George  Urban,  who  was  a  farmer.  Henry  J.  and 
Magdalena  Gaise  were  married  at  Tonawanda,  and  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  William  F.,  who  died  in  1926 ;  J.  Henry,  a  teacher 
of  music  in  Buffalo;  Frederick  C.,  of  this  review;  Mary,  who  died  in  1871; 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  Magdalena,  who  was  the 
wife  of  George  Hessinger  of  Buffalo,  and  died  in  1915. 

Frederick  C.  Gaise  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
in  business  college.  He  was  largely  self-educated,  having  always  been  a 
close  student  of  current  events  and  modern  questions.  His  first  employ¬ 
ment  was  with  Gowans  &  Stover,  soap  manufacturers,  and  later  with 
C.  &  F.  Georger,  hatters  and  furriers,  while  in  1886  he  became  connected 
with  the  Enterprise  Manufacturing  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  in  this  con¬ 
nection  remained  for  over  thirty  years,  a  notable  record  of  faithful 
service.  In  1918,  he  was  the  successful  candidate  for  auditor  of  Erie 
county,  and  served  four  years.  He  was  again  elected  in  1922,  also  in 
1926  and  for  his  fourth  term  in  1930. 

On  May  4,  1891,  Mr.  Gaise  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Hirchert 
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of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Wilhelmina  Hirchert, 
natives  of  Germany  and  now  deceased.  William  Hirchert  was  a  gardener. 
To  Frederick  C.  and  Wilhelmina  Gaise  there  was  born  one  daughter,  Elsie 
T.,  now  the  wife  of  Ernest  C.  Tiede,  who  is  engaged  in  the  tile  and  marble 
business  at  Buffalo.  Their  three  children  are  Erwin  F.,  Ruth  Mary,  and 
Ernest  C.,  Jr.  Mrs.  Gaise  died  in  the  year  1925.  In  1926  Mr.  Gaise  mar¬ 
ried  Cora  H.  Thieman,  of  Alden,  New  York. 

Frederick  C.  Gaise  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry, 
having  membership  in  Tyrian  Lodge,  No.  925,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is 
past  master;  Covenant  Chapter,  No.  324,  R.  A.  M. ;  Tancred  Commandery, 
No.  80,  K.  T.;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  all  of  Buffalo;  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.;  the  Order 
of  Orioles ;  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men ;  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows;  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Gaise  also  belongs  to  the 
Sixth  Assembly  District  Republican  Club,  the  Walden  district  republican 
organization  and  the  North  Jefferson  Business  Men’s  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  long  standing  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Brotherhood  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  residence  is  at  804  Humboldt  parkway. 


LEON  J.  NOWAK 

One  of  the  most  favorably  known  attorneys  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is 
Leon  J.  Nowak,  who  has  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  here  since 
1904,  and  has  been  engaged  in  various  other  activities  likewise  which  have 
earned  for  him  the  enviable  position  and  reputation  which  he  now  enjoys. 
Mr.  Nowak  is  of  Polish  nativity,  descendant  of  a  proud  race  and  prominent 
family  of  that  country.  His  birth  occurred  in  Poland,  June  28,  1880,  his 
parents  being  Albert  and  Mary  Nowak.  Albert  Nowak  was  born  April 
3,  1854,  and  died  in  Buffalo  December  23,  1929.  He  came  to  this  city  in 
1888,  and  here  became  president  of  The  Norwalk  Milling  Corporation, 
then  of  Buffalo,  but  is  now  of  Hammond,  Indiana,  owned  by  the  Nowak 
family,  and  managed  by  Maxwell  M.  Nowak,  brother  of  Leon  J.  Nowak. 
Mrs.  Mary  Nowak,  was  born  in  Poland,  January  18,  1857,  and  now  resides 
in  Buffalo.  A  daughter  and  three  sons  were  born  to  Albert  Nowak  and 
his  wife,  namely:  Stella  Nowak  Olszewski,  born  May  3,  1879,  died  in 
Buffalo,  February  22,  1915;  Leon  J. ;  Walter  W.,  who  was  born  March 
20,  1882,  and  died  in  October,  1927,  was  a  mechanical  engineer,  who 
graduated  from  Cornell  University  with  the  M.  E.  degree  (1905),  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  associated  with  the  Niles-Bement  Pond  Company, 
of  New  York,  with  his  headquarters  in  Paris,  France;  Maxwell  M.,  born 
April  29,  1885,  is  now  president  of  the  Nowak  Milling  Corporation  at 
Hammond,  Indiana. 

Leon  J.  Nowak  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  high  school  in  1901,  then 
accepted  a  position  in  the  United  States  census  bureau  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  while  so  engaged  studied  law  in  Columbia  University  at  Wash¬ 
ington  for  two  years.  He  then  continued  his  preparation  for  the  bar 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  from  which  institution  he  re- 
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ceivecl  his  LL.  B.  degree  in  1903,  and  in  the  following  year  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  state  bar.  He  immediately  began  practice  alone  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  has  continued  without  interruption  and  with  unvarying  success 
until  the  present.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 
Mr.  Nowak  and  his  brother,  Maxwell  M.,  organized  the  Broadway 
National  Bank,  the  Amherst  National  Bank,  the  Clinton  Street  State  Bank, 
the  American  Bank  of  Lackawanna,  and  the  Falls  National  Bank  of 
Niagara  Falls,  but  later  disposed  of  their  interests  in  these  financial  insti¬ 
tutions. 

Mr.  Nowak  is  an  active  adherent  of  the  republican  party,  and  cam¬ 
paigned  for  Roosevelt,  Taft  and  Hughes  when  they  were  candidates  for 
the  presidency.  During  the  World  war  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  local 
legal  advisory  board.  He  is  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No. 
441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory,  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 

On  August  2,  1905,  Leon  J.  Nowak  was  married  to  Miss  Yadwiga 
Dyniewicz,  a  native  of  Chicago,  and  daughter  of  Wladyslaw  and  Albertina 
(Krieger)  Dyniewicz,  both  natives  of  Poland.  The  father  died  in  Chicago 
in  February,  1927,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  Chicago  in  1923. 
Wladyslaw  Dyniewicz  was  one  of  the  early  Polish  settlers  of  that  city, 
where  he  published  a  weekly  Polish  newspaper.  Mrs.  Nowak  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  a  private  school  of  Chicago,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Polish 
Catholic  Church  at  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nowak  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  both  born  in  Buffalo.  Ray  A.,  born  April  24,  1907,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Buffalo  high  school  and  now  a  building  contractor  in  his 
native  city.  He  married  Edith  Schweitzer  of  this  city.  Leon  J.  Jr.,  born 
April  5,  1911,  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  high  school  in  1930  and  is  now 
a  freshman  in  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Troy,  New  York.  The 
family  residence  is  at  215  Beard  avenue. 


HON.  WALTER  GRESHAM  ANDREWS 

Occupying  an  honored  place  in  the  citizenship  of  Buffalo,  is  Walter 
Gresham  Andrews,  member  of  congress  from  the  fortieth  district  of  New 
York.  He  is  descended  from  a  notable  family,  and  has  won  much 
favorable  notoriety  during  the  years  of  his  active  career.  As  an  athlete, 
as  a  foot  ball  coach,  as  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  an  industrial  executive,  as  a  political  leader  and  organizer  and 
as  an  interested  participant  in  civic  and  club  affairs,  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  with  marked  credit  to  himself.  Mr.  Andrews  was  born  at  Evans¬ 
ton,  Illinois,  July  16,  1889,  a  son  of  the  late  William  H.  and  Kate  (Gres¬ 
ham)  Andrews.  His  grandfather,  the  late  Hon.  Walter  Q.  Gresham,  was 
prominent  in  national  affairs  as  postmaster-general  and  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Chester  A.  Arthur,  and  as  a  republi¬ 
can  he  later  became  secretary  of  state  in  President  Cleveland’s  cabinet. 

Walter  Gresham  Andrews  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chicago, 
rural  schools  of  Indiana  and  Barnard  Military  Academy  of  New  York 
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city.  In  1902,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  attended  school  No.  16,  the 
Nichols  School  and  Lafayette  high  school.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  engineering,  history,  politics  and  economics  at  Princeton  University, 
and  from  this  higher  institution  was  graduated  in  1913.  During  his  uni¬ 
versity  career,  he  became  noted  as  an  athlete,  having  played  on  the 
Princeton  football  team,  and  in  the  year  after  his  graduation  he  became 
head  coach  of  the  ’varsity  eleven.  In  1915  he  coached  Masten  Park’s 
team  in  Buffalo,  and  left  a  very  decided  imprint  upon  local  athletics.  Be¬ 
tween  college  years,  Mr.  Andrews  worked  as  a  harvest  hand  on  Indiana 
farms,  and  spent  two  years  as  a  surveyor  in  Canadian  lumber  camps  on 
Antocosti  island. 

In  1915,  as  a  factory  hand,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt  &  Lambert, 
owners  of  the  great  paint  and  varnish  manufactory  at  Black  Rock,  one 
of  the  city’s  greatest  industries  established  by  his  father.  At  this  point, 
Mr.  Andrews’  business  career  was  interrupted  by  the  call  to  the  colors. 
Trouble  loomed  on  the  Mexican  border  and  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Troop  I,  First  New  York  Cavalry,  and  with  this  unit  served  at  McAllen, 
Texas,  until  1917,  when  he  returned  home  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Savage  Arms  Company  at  Utica,  to  obtain  practical  study  of  machine 
gunnery,  in  which  he  was  interested. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war,  Mr.  Andrews  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  national  guard  and  sent  to  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahoma,  where  he  attended  the  school  of  machine  gun  fire.  He  became 
machine  gun  instructor  of  the  Twenty-seventh  New  York  National  Guard 
Division  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and  went  overseas  in  May, 
1918,  as  captain  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Infantry,  Machine  Gun 
Company.  His  command  was  brigaded  with  Buffalo’s  and  Niagara  Falls’ 
famous  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Infantry  throughout  the  war.  With  his 
machine  gun  command,  Captain  Andrews  served  in  the  front  line  trenches 
at  the  Ypres  salient  and  on  the  Somme.  He  led  his  company  over  the 
top  in  the  famous  smash  against  the  Hindenberg  line,  September  29th,  at 
Bony,  and  in  this  action  was  wounded  and  later  was  awarded  the  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Cross  for  conduct  under  fire.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  at  Camp  Upton,  in  April,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

Returning  to  civilian  pursuits,  Mr.  Andrews  reentered  the  employ  of 
Pratt  &  Lambert,  at  Bridgeburg,  Ontario,  as  superintendent  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  plant,  later  becoming  successively  employment  manager,  service  man¬ 
ager  and  central  sales  manager.  In  1926-27,  he  served  as  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Tucker  Rubber  Company  during  its  liquida¬ 
tion  and  receivership. 

In  1928,  at  the  behest  of  the  republican  county  chairman,  Fred  A. 
Bradley,  Mr.  Andrews  became  chairman  of  the  Erie  county  Hoover  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  republican  organization.  In  this  capacity  he  proved  an 
excellent  political  organizer  and  a  leader  of  exceptional  ability.  His 
political  activities  continued  throughout  the  mayoralty  campaign  of  Hon. 
Charles  E.  Roesch,  when  he  formed  the  ward  “Roesch  for  Mayor”  clubs, 
which  performed  such  notable  service  for  their  candidate.  In  1930  Mr. 
Andrews  was  designated  by  President  Hoover  to  be  supervisor  of  the 
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fifteenth  federal  census  for  the  seventh  district  of  New  York  state.  At 
the  November  election  of  1930,  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  fortieth 
congressional  district  of  New  York  in  the  national  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  taking  office  March  4,  1931.  He  has  also  given  much  time  and  energy 
to  civic  matters.  In  1925  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Christmas  seals 
campaign,  and  for  several  years  has  had  an  active  part  in  the  joint  chari¬ 
ties  drives.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  the  Masonic  Order, 
the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  the  New  York  State  Republican  Service  League,  the  Buffalo  Public 
Library  board,  the  Niagara  Association,  the  Disabled  Veterans  of  the 
World  War,  the  Army  and  Navy  Legion  of  Valor;  and  is  an  honorary 
member  of  Troop  A  of  the  Buffalo  Mounted  Police.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a 
director  of  the  Buffalo  Tuberculosis  Association,  the  Buffalo  General 
Hospital,  the  Commercial  Trust  Company  and  of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incor¬ 
porated.  He  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at  138  Bryant  street  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo. 


HON.  PETER  A.  PORTER 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  and  historic  families  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  the  Porter  family,  members  of  which  have  left  imperishable 
records  in  the  history  of  the  Empire  state  through  many  generations, 
records  of  notable  accomplishment  and  high  achievement  in  military, 
civic,  business,  political  and  social  affairs.  Proud  traditions  have  been 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  guiding  the  conduct  of  each 
in  succession  and  serving  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  ambition.  In 
the  War  of  1812,  in  the  Civil  war,  in  the  World  war — a  Porter  has  been 
present,  in  one  has  made  the  supreme  sacrifice,  and  in  the  halls  of  con¬ 
gress  a  Porter  has  twice  represented  his  commonwealth.  So,  through  the 
years  of  state  development,  the  Porters  have  been  engaged  in  carrying 
on  the  time-honored  customs  of  the  family  and  performing  meritoriously 
in  the  various  activities  in  which  they  have  engaged.  The  visitor  to  mod¬ 
ern  Buffalo  may  perceive  the  influence  of  this  prominent  family  upon 
the  city  in  a  number  of  instances.  Fort  Porter  is  named  for  General 
Peter  Buel  Porter,  while  Porter  avenue  and  Breckenridge  street  take 
their  names  from  the  family,  although  in  the  latter  case  the  “i”  in  the 
name  has  been  supplanted  by  an  “e.”  From  the  pages  of  the  Buffalo 
Sunday  Times,  issue  of  February  20,  1927,  the  following  paragraph  is 
quoted : 

“Eighty-five  years  ago,  General  Peter  Buel  Porter  gave  the  acres 
that  comprise  beautiful  Oakwood  cemetery  to  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls 
for  that  purpose  ....  Today,  three  illustrious  members  of  this  remark¬ 
able  family  rest  under  the  shade  of  the  trees  of  the  forest  primeval  which 
still  sentinels  the  land  the  family  owned  and  loved  when  the  frontier 
was  young.  And  on  pleasant  days  the  music  of  the  Falls  vies  with  the 
whispering  trees  in  a  noble  requiem.” 

For  the  purpose  of  this  sketch,  the  story  of  the  agnatic  descent  of 
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Hon.  Peter  A.  Porter  may  appropriately  begin  with  that  redoutable  fig¬ 
ure,  General  Peter  Buel  Porter,  his  grandfather,  and  one  of  the  six  chil¬ 
dren  of  Dr.  Joshua  Porter,  who  was  a  well  known  Connecticut  Yankee, 
native  of  Litchfield,  that  state.  Peter  Buel  Porter  graduated  from  Yale 
in  1791,  came  to  Black  Rock  in  1810,  and  was  elected  a  representative  to 
congress.  With  the  beginning  of  the  War  of  1812,  he  left  congress  and 
recruited  a  brigade  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  troops,  serving 
through  the  entire  conflict  with  rare  distinction.  One  of  the  most  cour¬ 
ageous  and  strategically  successful  actions  in  the  western  campaigns  of 
that  war  is  credited  to  General  Porter.  This  was  the  sortie  against  the 
besieging  troops  before  Fort  Erie  on  September  17,  1814,  which,  in  the 
words  of  the  historian,  Napier,  “is  the  only  instance  in  the  annals  of 
military  history  where  a  besieging  army  was  routed  by  a  single  sortie.” 
As  the  worn  recruits  were  lined  up  that  gray,  rainy  morning  on  Main, 
Erie  and  Pearl  streets,  General  Porter  passed  twice  before  them,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  small  group  of  musicians,  requesting  volunteers  to  attack 
the  enemy  besieging  Fort  Erie.  With  the  four  hundred  men  thus  secured, 
General  Porter  crossed  the  river  in  the  drenching  rain  and  successfully 
routed  the  besieging  army.  This  brilliant  exploit  closed  his  military 
career,  and  in  1814  congress  presented  him  with  a  gold  medal  and  the 
state  of  New  York  gave  him  a  sword.  President  Madison  further  honored 
General  Porter  by  appointing  him  commander-in-chief  of  the  United 
States  Army,  which  position  he  declined.  Future  honors,  however,  were 
to  be  his.  In  1815  he  was  appointed  United  States  commissioner  to  de¬ 
termine  the  northern  boundary  line  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  treaty 
which  marked  the  end  of  the  long  strife  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  In  the  year  1816,  General  Porter  constructed  a  home  in 
Niagara  street,  between  Ferry  and  Breckenridge,  which  was  a  rendezvous 
in  Black  Rock  for  many  noted  visitors,  including  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
Henry  Clay,  John  C.  Calhoun  and  Daniel  Webster.  Grover  Cleveland 
subsequently  passed  part  of  his  boyhood  years  in  this  house  when  it  was 
owned  by  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allen.  General  Porter  was  .married  in 
1818  to  Laetitia  Preston  Grayson  Breckinridge,  a  daughter  of  Attorney- 
General  Breckinridge  of  Kentucky.  President  John  Quincy  Adams  ap¬ 
pointed  General  Porter  secretary  of  war  in  his  cabinet,  in  which  he 
served  with  distinction.  In  1839  General  Porter  moved  to  Niagara  Falls 
and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  Goat  Island  and  several  of  the  adjacent 
islands  at  the  Falls.  He  was  in  business  with  his  brother,  Judge  Augustus 
Porter,  and  the  firm  of  Porter,  Barton  &  Company,  forwarding  and  com¬ 
mission  agents,  of  Black  Rock,  had  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises 
of  its  kind  on  the  frontier.  The  Porter  brothers  were  responsible  for 
working  out  a  method  of  water  power  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the 
later  hydraulic  canal  plan.  General  and  Mrs.  Porter  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Peter  Augustus  Porter  and  Elizabeth  Porter.  Laetitia 
Preston  Grayson  Breckinridge  Porter,  the  mother,  passed  away  in  1831 
while  her  husband,  General  Peter  Buel  Porter,  died  March  20,  1844. 

Colonel  Peter  Augustus  Porter,  the  only  son  of  General  Peter  Buel 
Porter,  and  one  of  the  most  illustrious  men  of  the  name,  was  born  at 
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Black  Rock  (Buffalo),  New  York,  in  the  old  Porter  mansion  built  by  hii- 
father.  He  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1845,  and  also  studied  at  the  Ge:r 
man  universities  of  Heidelberg  and  Breslau.  His  portrait  now  hangs  bn 
the  Memorial  Hall  at  Harvard  University.  He  was  elected  a  member  o' 
the  state  legislature  in  1861,  and,  during  the  same  year,  after  he  had 
joined  the  army,  he  was  offered  the  cabinet  position  of  secretary  of  state, 
but  declined  because  he  believed  his  duty  to  be  with  the  fighting  forces. 
The  subsequent  military  career  of  Colonel  Porter  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  in  the  annals  of  the  Union  Army,  and  ended  tragically  at  the 
sanguinary  charge  at  Cold  Harbor,  where  Grant  fed  his  troops  into  the 
jaws  of  death  to  crush  the  last  of  the  Confederacy.  Colonel  Porter,  in 
1861,  raised  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  known  as  the  Porter  Guards,  which  was  reorganized  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  as  the  Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  and  which  was  ordered 
to  the  front  in  the  spring  of  1864.  This  regiment  was  originally  raised 
in  Niagara,  Orleans  and  Genesee  counties  and  was  mustered  in  on  the 
fairgrounds  at  Lockport,  known  as  Camp  Church.  Cold  Harbor’s  inferno 
carried  death  to  this  gallant  regiment  as  well  as  to  their  commander,  for 
twelve  hundred  men  perished  in  this  one  engagement.  Colonel  Peter  A, 
Porter  was  killed  in  action  June  3,  1864,  while  leading  his  men  against 
the  Confederate  trenches.  For  two  days  he  lay  where  he  had  fallen,  his 
comrades  unable  to  reach  his  body,  but  finally  at  midnight  five  of  his  men 
bore  their  comrade  back  to  his  own  lines.  Thence  he  was  brought  to  his 
home  for  burial,  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

Colonel  Peter  A.  Porter  was  married  in  1852  to  Mary  Cabell  Breck¬ 
inridge,  niece  of  Mrs.  Peter  Buel  Porter.  They  became  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Peter  A.  Porter,  Jr.  Mrs.  Porter  died  in  1854.  In  1859  Colonel 
Porter  married  Miss  Morris,  daughter  of  Charles  Morris  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Hon.  Peter  A.  Porter  was  born  October  13,  1853,  at  Niagara  Falls, 
New  York,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  15,  1925.  He  was 
educated  at  the  noted  St.  Paul’s  preparatory  school  for  boys  at  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  and  then  entered  Yale,  from  which  institution  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1873.  During  his  university  days  he  was  prominent  in  athletics 
and  was  captain  of  Yale’s  first  football  team.  In  1923,  fifty  years  after 
his  graduation,  he  was  the  guest  of  honor  of  his  class  at  the  university 
celebration,  on  which  day  he  witnessed  the  defeat  of  Princeton  on  the  grid¬ 
iron,  thus  reversing  the  defeat  of  his  first  varsity  eleven  sustaind  more 
than  a  half  century  previous.  After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Porter  traveled 
abroad  for  two  years,  then  returned  to  Niagara  Falls.  He  was  much  in¬ 
terested  in  real  estate  development  and  was  also  president  of  the  Cataract 
Bank  and  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Gazette.  In  1886-87 
he  served  in  the  state  assembly  from  Niagara  county,  and  while  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  body  he  introduced  and  brought  about  the  passage  of  the 
Niagara  Tunnel  bill,  which  gave  the  sanction  of  the  state  to  the  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  cataract  for  the  development  of  electric  power.  Thus  he  car¬ 
ried  on  the  tradition  of  the  family,  which  early  visualized  the  use  of  this 
tremendous  water  power,  the  forerunner  of  the  great  hydraulic  canal. 
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Peter  A.  Porter  has  been  aptly  called  the  “Father  of  the  Frontier”  be¬ 
cause  of  his  extensive  work  from  young  manhood  in  recording  the  history 
of  the  frontier.  He  wrote  and  published  numerous  books,  pamphlets, 
brochures  and  newspaper  articles  upon  historical  topics.  Among  the  best 
of  his  books,  considered  as  an  authoritative  reference  work  today,  is  the 
Official  Guide  to  Niagara  Falls  and  the  Frontier,  issued  under  his  name  a 
few  years  ago.  Peter  A.  Porter  and  his  brother,  George  M.  Porter,  owned 
at  one  time  the  entire  American  Falls,  Goat  Island  and  the  Horseshoe 
Falls,  as  far  as  the  channel,  which  property  was  left  to  them  by  their 
father.  In  1885  it  was  condemned  by  the  state  legislature  and  converted 
into  a  free  park. 

An  interesting  and  important  phase  of  Peter  A.  Porter’s  life  was  his 
election  and  service  in  congress.  In  1907  he  was  nominated  as  an  inde¬ 
dependent  republican  and  was  endorsed  by  the  democratic  party,  the  Inde¬ 
pendence  League  and  the  prohibition  party  in  the  old  thirty-fourth  dis¬ 
trict,  which  included  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Livingston,  Niagara,  Or¬ 
leans  and  Wyoming.  His  opponent  was  James  Wadsworth,  Sr.,  of  Gene- 
seo,  who  had  held  the  position  for  the  previous  twenty  years.  Mr.  Porter 
took  advantage  of  the  famous  beef  trust  issue  of  the  day  and  used  as  his 
slogan  “The  Good  Old  Cow,”  with  a  drawing  of  a  bovine  creature  as  his 
official  emblem.  He  was  successful  in  the  fall  election,  defeating  Wads¬ 
worth  by  nearly  six  thousand  majority  and  served  his  constituents  faith¬ 
fully  for  the  ensuing  two  years.  This  campaign  has  been  referred  to  by 
newspaper  men  as  the  most  famous  political  campaign  that  ever  took  place 
in  western  New  York.  James  Wadsworth,  Sr.,  whom  Mr.  Porter  defeated, 
had  represented  the  district  in  congress  for  twenty-six  consecutive  years 
and  had  carried  the  district,  at  the  previous  election  of  a  congressman,  by 
thirteen  thousand  majority. 

Hon.  Peter  A.  Porter  was  president,  of  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls  in 
the  ’80s,  at  one  time  owned  the  Cataract  House,  owned  the  Arcade  build¬ 
ing,  and  was  an  ardent  promoter  of  the  peace  bridge  connecting  the 
United  States  and  Canada  at  the  Falls.  He  was  active  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Niagara  Landmarks  Association  and  for  three  years  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Niagara  County  Pioneer  Association.  He  was  a  book  collector 
of  real  enthusiasm,  and  his  collection  of  the  works  of  Father  Hennepin 
is  considered  the  most  complete  in  the  world,  exceeding  that  of  Marshall’s 
Americana  and  the  collection  of  the  British  Museum.  It  comprises 
thirty-three  separate  editions,  from  1683  to  1742,  also  two  translations 
in  English  and  two  duplicates.  Another  of  Mr.  Porter’s  services  to  the 
cause  of  perpetuating  the  historical  lore  of  his  state  was  his  interested 
work  in  behalf  of  saving  old  Fort  Niagara,  the  scene  of  so  many  epoch- 
making  deeds  in  pioneer  days. 

Peter  A.  Porter,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Alice  Adele  Taylor,  whom  he  had 
known  since  childhood.  Mrs.  Porter  was  the  daughter  of  Virgil  Cory- 
don  Taylor,  who  was  a  cousin  of  President  Zachary  Taylor.  Mrs.  Porter 
was  born  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  April  1,  1853,  and  now  resides  in 
Buffalo.  Three  sons  were  born  to  this  union,  namely:  Peter  Augustus,  Jr., 
the  fourth  to  bear  the  name,  of  whom  a  more  extended  mention  will  be 
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found  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Cabell  Breckinridge,  a  well  known  realtor 
of  Buffalo ;  and  Preston  Buel  Porter,  member  of  the  executive  sales  com¬ 
mittee  of  Remington  Rand  Business  Service,  Inc. 


JOHN  DAVIDSON  HILL  HOYT 

John  Davidson  Hill  Hoyt,  who  is  president  of  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  firm  of  Hoyt  &  Hamilton,  Inc.,  at  49  Niagara  street,  Buffalo, 
and  one  of  the  most  reputable  of  the  younger  business  men  of  this  city, 
is  a  member  of  one  of  the  community’s  first  and  oldest  families,  and  a 
son  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  history  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  February  15,  1898,  a  son  of  William 
Ballard  and  Esther  (Hill)  Hoyt,  who  are  mentioned  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  William  Ballard  Hoyt,  now  deceased,  was  a  notable  figure 
in  many  fields  of  endeavor,  and  a  man  who  attained  distinction  in  public 
life,  in  business,  and  in  his  personal  affairs  and  associations.  Both  the 
paternal  and  maternal  branches  of  the  family  originated  in  England, 
and  in  the  male  line  John  D.  H.  Hoyt  is  a  representative  in  the  tenth 
generation  of  the  family  in  this  country,  tracing  his  ancestry  to  Samuel 
Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1595,  and  became  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1637.  From  Samuel 
Hoyt  the  line  of  descent  is  through  Joshua  (1641-1690),  Joshua  (1670- 
1745),  Job  (1703-1754),  Gideon  (1736-1801),  who  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Army,  Jonathan  (1761-1826),  who  was  the  first  of  the  line  to 
move  to  New  York,  settling  at  Greenfield,  Saratoga  county,  Dr.  Jonathan 
(1792-1850),  who  moved  to  East  Aurora,  New  York,  Dr.  Horace  (1822- 
1896),  and  William  Ballard  (1856-1911). 

John  D.  H.  Hoyt  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  in  1916, 
and  then  entered  Cornell  University,  which  conferred  upon  him  a  degree 
in  1920,  after  which  he  was  a  student  in  the  Harvard  Law  School  for  one 
year.  His  studies  at  Cornell,  however,  were  interrupted  by  the  call  to 
the  colors.  He  enlisted  at  Philadelphia  in  July,  1917,  as  a  private,  and 
trained  at  Augusta  Arsenal,  Camp  Greene  and  Camp  Meade.  He  was 
given  a  warrant  as  ordnance  sergeant  and  as  such  became  a  member  of 
the  non-commissioned  staff.  He  was  attached  to  the  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Advanced  Ordnance  Depot  Company,  later  being  transferred  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  In  May,  1918,  he  was  dispatched  to  London,  England,  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  mail  and  record  section  of  the  Ordnance  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Headquarters,  B.  S.  3.  Subsequently,  he  acted  as  special  courier 
to  France,  then  returned  to  England,  where  he  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  May  19,  1919.  While  he 
was  stationed  in  London,  Mr.  Hoyt  attended  night  school  at  the  University 
of  London,  and  during  the  spring  term  studied  at  Hertford  College,  Oxford 
University. 

Having  completed  his  military  service,  Mr.  Hoyt  returned  to  Buffalo, 
in  August,  1919,  and  again  took  up  his  studies  at  Cornell,  where  he  fin¬ 
ished  as  noted  before. 
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In  1924  Mr.  Hoyt  became  associated  with  the  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  firm  of  R.  W.  Goode  &  Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  so  remained  until 
Mr.  Goode’s  death  in  1928.  He  then  became  president  of  the  firm  of 
Hoyt  &  Hamilton,  Inc.,  which  is  his  present  connection.  He  has  found 
success  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  fields  of  Buffalo,  and  has  con¬ 
ducted  his  business  with  strict  observance  of  ethical  and  honorable  prac¬ 
tices.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Jewett  Refrigerating  Company  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Board. 

On  December  26,  1921,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  married  to  Amie  Dean  Aikens, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  Austin  Aikens,  who  is  professor 
of  philosophy  and  psychology  in  Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Hoyt’s  grandfather  was  the  founder  of  the  medical 
school  of  the  University  of  Toronto  in  Canada.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Garret  Club  of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Junior  League,  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  charitable  institutions.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt 
there  have  been  born  three  children :  Amie  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  Albertine  H.,  born  December  16,  1924;  and  Polly,  born  August 
12,  1928.  Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  and  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Lorenzo  Burrows  Post,  No.  78, 
of  the  American  Legion,  the  Cornell  Club  of  New  York,  the  Telluride 
Association  of  Cornell  University,  and  the  Middle  Temple  Society  of  Lon¬ 
don,  England.  His  diversions  are  tennis,  camping  and  skating. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  EVANS 

Not  only  is  William  James  Evans  a  lawyer  of  wide  and  most  favorable 
repute  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  but  he  is  also  well  known  as  the  supreme 
president  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Orioles,  which  position  he  has  held 
continuously  for  twelve  years.  For  almost  thirty  years,  Mr.  Evans  has 
practiced  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  his  work  has  been  of 
the  most  able  and  successful  character.  His  offices  are  now  situated  in 
the  Brisbane  building. 

William  J.  Evans  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  April  26,  1880,  a 
son  of  William  T.  and  Sarah  A.  (O’Driscoll)  Evans,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  settled  in  Rochester,  where  the  father 
became  a  shoe  manufacturer  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  the  firm 
having  been  known  as  Evans  Brothers. 

William  J.  Evans  was  educated  in  Dunkirk,  New  York,  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  entered  a  law  office  in  that  city.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  due  course  of  time,  and  shortly  thereafter 
came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  practiced  ever  since.  He  has  also  extended 
his  interests  into  other  affairs  of  business,  being  vice  president  of  McKaig- 
Hatch,  Inc. 

Mr.  Evans  has  been  prominent  in  democratic  politics  in  Erie  county, 
and  has  served  as  county  chairman.  He  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
in  1924  for  the  office  of  district  attorney  of  Erie  county  and  served  as  a 
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special  deputy  attorney  general  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  that  year. 
Fourteen  years  ago  Mr.  Evans  was  initiated  into  the  Order  of  Orioles,  and 
two  years  afterward  was  elected  supreme  president  of  that  order,  and 
has  been  reelected  continuously  until  the  present. 

On  June  8,  1904,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  J.  Evans  and  Miss 
Bessie  White,  who  was  born  at  Garland,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Carrie  (Pease)  White.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  one  son, 
William  G.,  born  in  Buffalo,  August  1,  1905,  and  who  is  now  studying  law 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Evans’  residence  is  at  116  East  Delavan 
avenue. 


ALEXANDER  FRASER  CHAPIN 

Alexander  F.  Chapin,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  Buffalo  for  about  twenty-five  years,  has  earned  a  high  reputation  for 
learning  and  ability  in  his  profession,  having  won  a  large  and  representa¬ 
tive  clientele.  He  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  Cattaraugus  county,  this  state, 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1892,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  H.  and  Elizabeth 
F.  (Beers)  Chapin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  state. 

Alexander  F.  Chapin  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  then  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  B.  L.  degree  in  1904.  He  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  Cuddeback,  Kalline  &  Karl,  which 
firm  is  now  Karl  &  Chapin,  and  during  the  years  of  his  professional  career 
he  has  not  only  commanded  an  excellent  practice,  but  has  risen  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chapin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  J.  Weyand,  who 
is  a  native  of  this  city.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Virginia. 
Mr.  Chapin  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club  and  the  Trap  and  Field  Club,  and  his  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  He  possesses  a  strong 
personality,  is  courteous  and  gracious  in  manner  and  wherever  known 
is  very  highly  esteemed  for  his  ability,  character  and  success. 


JAMES  HENRY  McNULTY 

One  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  the  paint  and  varnish  industry  of 
the  United  States  was  the  late  James  Henry  McNulty,  president  of  the 
great  organization  of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incorporated,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  October  17,  1926,  as  the  result  of  injuries  sustained  the  previous 
day  in  an  automobile  accident.  The  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is 
intimately  concerned  with  the  life  records  of  men  such  as  Mr.  McNulty, 
whose  labors  and  characters  are  the  motivating  forces  behind  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  country,  and  whose  careers  will  be  the  inspiration  of  fu¬ 
ture  generations.  His  life  was  a  well  rounded  one,  shaped  by  marked  de¬ 
votion  to  duty  and  a  true  reverence  for  high  ideals.  He  carried  into  every 
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phase  of  his  activities  the  utmost  fidelity  to  his  conception  of  his  obliga¬ 
tion  to  business,  to  society,  to  his  country  and  to  his  family.  In  the  paint 
and  varnish  industry,  in  banking  affairs,  in  civic  organizations,  and  wher¬ 
ever  he  made  contact,  his  fine  personality  and  superior  ability  were  pre¬ 
dominant. 

James  Henry  McNulty  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  August  31,  1873, 
and  he  was  a  son  of  Martin  and  Mary  McNulty.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  which  he  supplemented  by  a  short  business 
course.  In  1889,  having  laid  aside  his  text-books,  he  secured  his  first  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  clerk  for  the  flour  inspector  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade.  Two 
months  later,  however,  he  was  employed  by  the  Wadsworth-Howland 
Company  of  Chicago,  paint  and  varnish  manufacturers,  serving  for  two 
years  in  that  capacity,  then  left  with  the  intention  of  entering  college.  In 
February,  1892,  before  he  completed  his  plans  in  that  direction,  he  re¬ 
ceived  and  accepted  an  offer  of  a  position  from  W.  H.  Andrews.  Mr. 
McNulty’s  first  position  with  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incorporated,  was  in  the 
Chicago  office,  as  general  office  man  and  bookkeeper.  When  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  he  became  resident  manager  of  the  plant  in  Chicago,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Mr.  Andrews,  who  had  been  called  east  to  a  position.  A  number 
of  years  later,  Mr.  McNulty  was  appointed  secretary  and  sales  manager. 
In  1902,  when  the  company  constructed  its  main  plant  and  moved  the  prin¬ 
cipal  office  from  New  York  city  to  Buffalo,  he  came  to  this  city  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  assistant  general  manager.  In  1907  he  became  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  company,  and  in  January,  1917,  was  elected  its  presi¬ 
dent.  As  an  indication  of  the  value  of  his  services  to  the  industry,  it  may 
be  noted  that  he  was  president  of  the  National  Varnish  Manufacturers 
Association  in  1914.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of 
Buffalo,  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car  Company  and  many  other  corpora¬ 
tions.  During  the  last  two  years  of  his  life,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
joint  committee  of  the  American  Tung  Oil  Corporation,  and  in  1925  he 
was  appointed  director  of  the  Buffalo  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York. 

In  addition  to  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  in 
each  of  which  he  served  as  president,  Mr.  McNulty  was  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Lake  Shore  Hunt 
Club.  He  was  a  devotee  of  golf  and  sponsored  a  number  of  tournaments 
during  his  later  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

During  the  period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the  World  war, 
Mr.  McNulty  gave  much  of  his  energy  and  time  in  the  interests  of  the 
Liberty  Loan  campaigns.  As  vice  chairman,  he  had  charge  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  distribution  committee,  and  organized  a  very  efficient  corps  of  work¬ 
ers,  reaching  into  every  class  of  citizens  through  their  canvass  and  the 
city’s  quota  was  obtained  in  each  drive. 

On  September  15,  1897,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  McNulty  and 
Harriet  Wallace,  a  daughter  of  Robert  E.  and  Marian  Elizabeth  (Mabrey) 
Wallace,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  former  a  shoe  dealer  in  that  city.  Mrs. 
McNulty  received  her  education  in  the  schools  of  her  native  city  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
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and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  of  which  she  is  also  a  director.  She  is 
active  in  civic  affairs  of  Buffalo,  and  has  been  notably  liberal  with  her 
time  and  means  in  various  charitable  movements.  She  is  president  of  the 
board  of  women  managers  of  the  Fillmore  Hospital,  a  trustee  of  the  Ingle- 
side  Home;  first  vice  president  of  the  women’s  division  of  the  Centennial; 
member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  general  chairman  of  the  1930  linen  sale  of  this  church.  During 
the  war  period  of  1917-1918,  she  was  extraordinarily  active  in  all  cam¬ 
paigns  and  in  Red  Cross  work,  while  during  the  last  Liberty  Loan  drive 
she  was  in  charge  of  all  of  the  theaters  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McNulty  became  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  namely:  Marian 
Alice,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Dillon  of  Buffalo,  was  educated  in  Park 
school,  Elmwood  school,  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  Miss  Porter’s  school, 
at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates’  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  the  Junior  League;  Elizabeth,  the 
second  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Burton  F.  Wilkinson,  was  educated  in 
the  same  schools  as  her  sister,  Marian,  is  a  member  of  the  same  clubs, 
and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Burton  F.,  Jr. ;  Harriet  J.,  also  educated  in  the 
above  named  institutions,  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club, 
the  Graduates’  Association,  and  the  Campanile  Club.  Mrs.  McNulty  and 
Miss  Harriet  McNulty  reside  at  121  Chapin  parkway. 

The  unfortunate  accident  which  occasioned  the  death  of  Mr.  McNulty 
occurred  on  Saturday  afternoon,  October  16,  1926,  when  another  automo¬ 
bile  crashed  into  his  coupe  at  Sheridan  drive  and  the  Niagara  Falls  boule¬ 
vard  near  Buffalo.  In  the  collision,  Mr.  McNulty  sustained  injuries,  from 
the  effects  of  which  he  passed  away  the  following  morning.  The  funeral 
was  held  from  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  with  interment  at  Forest  Lawn  in 
Buffalo.  In  addition  to  his  own  family,  Mr.  McNulty  was  survived  by  a 
brother,  M.  B.  McNulty  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Philip  Elting  of  Chicago. 

The  statements  of  newspapers,  of  business  institutions,  and  many 
other  sources  following  the  death  of  Mr.  McNulty  give  vivid  evidence  of 
the  position  he  occupied  in  the  world  and  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellowmen. 
A  few  of  these  are  quoted.  The  Propellor,  issued  by  the  advertising  de¬ 
partment  of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incorporated,  stated : 

“It  is  difficult  for  those  connected  with  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Inc.,  to  ex¬ 
press  their  sorrowful  feelings  upon  the  passing  of  J.  H.  McNulty.  He  was 
more  than  just  the  president  of  the  organization — he  was  friend,  counselor 
and  leader  to  all.  His  winning  personality  ever  drew  men  to  him,  and  his 
helpfulness  and  eagerness  to  serve,  radiated  through  his  life  of  construct¬ 
ive  activity.  Persons  in  all  walks  of  life  will  miss  his  sincere  helpfulness. 
What  was  mortal  of  James  H.  McNulty  exists  no  more,  but  his  spirit  and 
the  influence  of  his  personality  will  forever  be  enshrined  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  were  privileged  to  be  associated  with  him.” 

One  of  the  most  graphic  articles  relative  to  Mr.  McNulty  was  printed 
in  the  American  Paint  Journal,  as  follows: 

“The  tragic  aftermath  of  the  Washington  convention,  in  the  death  of 
one  of  the  most  admired  and  beloved  leaders  of  the  industry,  as  the  result 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


89 


of  an  automobile  accident  on  the  day  after  the  brilliant  banquet  which 
fittingly  closed  one  of  the  greatest  and  happiest  convention  weeks  in  the 
industry’s  history,  immediately  superseded  the  joyous  gratification  that 
was  filling  the  minds  of  all  members  of  the  trade,  and  brought  instead  an 
overwhelming  grief  and  sense  of  loss  to  the  whole  trade — and  a  personal 
grief  and  loss  all  the  keener  to  the  many  to  whom  Mr.  McNulty  was  a  per¬ 
sonal  friend. 

“Snatched  away  in  his  prime  at  fifty-two,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  a 
multitude  of  undertakings  of  which  he  was  the  center  and  the  dynamic 
force,  one  wonders  anew  at  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  and  can  seek 
solace,  and  find  it,  only  in  the  realization  that  if  we  understood  all  things 
there  would  be  no  infinite,  no  divine  knowledge,  power  and  grace  that  lift 
men  above  the  brute. 

“James  H.  McNulty,  the  man  and  his  character,  are  eloquently  exempli¬ 
fied  in  his  public  life  outside  his  chosen  calling  as  a  varnish  manufacturer 
and  outside  the  circle  of  his  personal  friendships — in  both  of  which  large 
fields  the  respect  and  regard  which  he  won  and  held  is  a  fact  long  patent 
among  Journal  readers.  Therefore,  it  is  the  surplusage  of  the  McNulty 
interest,  initiative  and  idealism,  and  of  the  ability  and  zeal  to  apply  suc¬ 
cessfully  that  surplusage  of  motivating  forces  that  we  now  would  empha¬ 
size  here. 

“It  was  in  January,  1917,  that  Mr.  McNulty  succeeded  as  president  of 
Pratt  &  Lambert,  Inc.,  the  late  W.  H.  Andrews,  himself  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  popular  members  of  the  industry ;  and  his  associates  then  said  of 
Mr.  McNulty  that  ‘his  long  and  active  service  with  the  company  and  his 
recent  remarkable  work  as  its  general  manager  make  him  eminently  fitted 
for  the  presidency.’ 

“But,  though  fulfilling  these  expectations  with  marked  success,  and 
during  a  period  fraught  with  the  gravest  responsibilities  for  the  chief 
executive  of  any  such  great  organization,  Mr.  McNulty  was  continuously 
sought  out  by  other  interests  whose  calls  were  to  him  compelling — and 
therein  lies  the  greatness  of  the  man  which  may  not  be  fully  known  to 
many  of  his  fellows  in  the  industry. 

“Probably  among  all  these  interests  the  University  of  Buffalo  was 
nearest  his  heart.  His  leadership  in  its  behalf,  in  its  reorganization  and 
in  its  drive  for  its  five  million  dollar  endowment  some  years  ago,  resumed 
in  recent  months  for  the  raising  of  a  six  hundred  thousand  dollar  fund  to 
build  a  College  of  Science  and  Arts  on  the  University  campus,  endeared 
him  to  the  whole  community.  Likewise  his  tireless  energy  in  the  Liberty 
Bond  drives  helped  to  bring  Buffalo  nation-wide  recognition  of  its  patriotic 
service ;  and  his  appointment  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  was  publicly  greeted  as  recognition  alike  of  that  spirit  of 
devoted  service  and  of  his  business  acumen. 

“A  recent  interesting  example  of  his  wide  interest  and  vision  was  his 
public  statement  made  on  his  return  from  an  extended  European  tour,  in 
which  he  urged  the  cancellation  of  the  war  debts  ‘to  safeguard  commercial 
relations.’  When  this  was  published  in  the  Journal  three  weeks  ago,  on 
October  4,  he  said,  ‘I  do  not  refer  to  this  as  a  matter  of  right  or  equity, 
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but  as  a  matter  of  policy.’  And  at  the  Washington  convention  he  said  to  a 
friend,  ‘These  debtor  nations  must  have  relief  from  their  debts,  or  in 
larger  markets,  and  unless  this  is  promptly  realized  the  creditors  will 
eventually  be  worse  off  than  the  debtors.’  But  Mr.  McNulty’s  earnest 
feelings  on  this  subject  were  not  aroused  solely  by  its  commercial  phase, 
for  he  was  interested  in  the  circulation  of  the  appeal  to  the  President, 
presented  by  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Peabody,  of  Ashburnham,  Mass.,  which 
is  based  almost  wholly  upon  the  ‘right  and  equity’  of  such  cancellation. 

“Mr.  McNulty’s  wide  interest  in  and  his  broad  grasp  of  constructive 
enterprises  outside  his  immediate  realm  of  varnish  making  are  shown  in 
the  many  directorships  which  he  held  in  such  varied  fields  as  automobile 
and  gas  engine  manufacturing,  saddlery  and  harness,  iron  works,  bank¬ 
ing,  and  investments.  A  signal  example  of  his  courage  when  convinced 
of  the  worthiness  and  practicability  of  a  business  enterprise  is  seen  today 
in  the  American  Tung  Oil  Corporation,  established  chiefly  by  his  efforts — 
a  movement  which,  at  its  outset,  in  its  primary  and  essential  data,  was  as 
much  farther  removed  than  any  of  the  foregoing  interests,  as  China  is 
from  Buffalo. 

“James  H.  McNulty  was  one  of  the  great  men  of  the  American  Paint 
and  Varnish  Industry.  He  was  great  in  his  conduct  of  one  of  its  largest 
institutions.  He  was  great  in  the  industry’s  national  councils  and  in  the 
ability,  zeal  and  tact  with  which  he  has  helped  in  the  industry’s  activities 
and  achievements. 

“He  was  all  that,  and  more.  He  gave  himself  much  further  and  with 
all  the  riches  of  his  rugged  character,  his  winning  personality,  his  keen 
and  sympathetic  vision,  his  unusual  executive  ability,  and  his  tireless,  his 
crusader’s  zeal — all  these  he  gave  unstintedly,  at  the  call  of  his  country, 
of  his  church,  and  of  his  city  and  all  its  business  and  civic  interests. 

“Well  may  we  pause,  we  members  of  the  industry  in  which  he  so 
delighted  and  which  he  so  honored,  to  contemplate  the  character,  the 
career  and  the  example  of  the  man  whose  ‘magnetic  and  inspiring  per¬ 
sonality,’  as  described  by  Chancellor  Capen,  was  such  as  to  win  him 
throughout  the  paint  industry  the  familiarly  affectionate  appellation  by 
which  he  always  will  be  remembered  and  revered — ‘Jim’  McNulty.” 

In  the  columns  of  the  Buffalo  Evening  News,  another  phase  of  Mr. 
McNulty’s  character  was  described,  when  it  was  stated  that  his  “inter¬ 
ests  were  large  and  varied,  but  he  made  few  appearances  before  the  gen¬ 
eral  public.  Such  as  he  did  make  were  confined  to  occasions  when  he  felt 
called  upon  to  act  from  the  standpoint  of  conscientious  citizenship.”  Simi¬ 
lar  expressions  of  praise  were  published  in  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express 
and  the  Buffalo  Evening  Times.  A  poignant  message  from  the  employees 
of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incorporated,  addressed  to  the  widow,  stated  in  part 
as  follows : 

“As  the  leader  of  this  organization,  of  which  we  are  members,  Mr. 
McNulty  endeared  himself  to  all  through  his  strength  of  character  and 
high  ideals.  Many  of  us  did  not  have  the  privilege  of  close  acquaintance¬ 
ship  with  him,  but  in  spite  of  this,  his  ability  in  leadership  and  his  keen 
personal  interest  in  all  the  individuals  and  activities  of  the  Pratt  &  Lam- 
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bert  family,  inspired  the  love  and  admiration  of  all.  We  have  suffered  a 
great  and  irreparable  loss  which  cannot  be  measured;  and  still  we  rejoice 
in  the  privilege  which  was  ours,  of  having  lived  and  worked  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  man.” 

The  board  of  directors  of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  Incorporated,  in  a  well- 
phrased  resolution,  wrote  as  follows : 

“By  the  tragic  death  of  James  Henry  McNulty,  on  October  seventeenth, 
nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  there  passed  from  this  board  and  organi¬ 
zation  a  beloved  leader  and  friend — a  man  of  marked  executive  ability, 
whose  sincerity,  energy,  enthusiasm  and  judgment  assured  the  success 
of  every  enterprise  in  which  he  engaged. 

“Rising  by  his  own  effort  from  a  humble  beginning  to  the  position  of 
president  of  the  Company,  James  Henry  McNulty  was  an  outstanding, 
nationally  prominent  figure  in  the  varnish  business  for  thirty-five  years, 
and  was  ever  active  in  all  constructive  measures  affecting  the  industry. 

“Despite  the  manifold,  pressing  responsibilities  as  president  of  Pratt 
&  Lambert,  Inc.,  he  found  time  for  participation  in  activities  outside  the 
commercial  and  industrial  sphere.  Civic  movements  for  the  city’s  up¬ 
building  and  progress  received  his  earnest  cooperation,  and  this  fine  spirit 
of  citizenship  and  constructive  vision  he  extended  to  national  problems, 
both  during  and  after  the  great  war.  Local  history  will  enroll  him  as 
one  of  Buffalo’s  foremost  citizens. 

“We,  who  have  been  intimately  associated  with  him  in  the  affairs  of 
Pratt  &  Lambert,  Inc.,  knew  him  as  a  man  of  high  ideals  and  practical 
achievement.  His  death  serves  only  to  deepen  our  appreciation  of  his  per¬ 
sonality,  his  fine,  lovable  nature  and  intense,  steadfast  devotion  to  the 
many  interests  in  which  he  distinguished  himself. 

“In  the  development  of  every  phase  of  the  business  which  was  closest 
to  his  heart,  he  manifested  at  all  times  the  keenest  interest  and  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  Company’s  consistent  progress  and  success. 

“His  integrity  and  regard  for  high  principles  were  demonstrated  in  all 
his  dealings.  He  fostered  by  encouragement  and  approval  all  worthy 
effort  of  both  associates  and  employes.  Under  his  capable  leadership 
were  adopted  various  measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  employes  as  a  whole. 
His  wisdom  and  foresight,  coupled  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  lent  to  his  counsel  that  degree  of  excellence  which  comes  only  from 
rich  experience. 

“His  business,  social  and  private  life  reflected  the  inner  character  of  a 
noble  man  whose  record  in  helpful  deeds — not  mere  words — is  worthy  of 
emulation.” 

Mr.  McNulty  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  upon  his  death  the  following  eulogy  was  prepared  by  Chancellor  S.  P. 
Capen: 

“In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community,  the  members  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  today  mourn  the  untimely  passing  of  James  H.  McNulty. 
He  was  one  of  our  foremost  citizens,  a  leader  likewise  in  all  the  larger 
movements  for  civic  welfare.  When  such  a  man  as  he  dies  at  the  full 
height  of  his  powers  the  city  is  immeasureably  the  poorer. 
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“But  the  sense  of  loss  which  is  felt  by  his  associates  in  the  University 
of  Buffalo  is  peculiarly  keen.  To  us  he  was  more  than  a  leading  citizen. 
He  was  a  helpful,  steadfast  and  devoted  friend.  Ever  since  the  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  the  university  several  years  ago  he  had  served  as  a  member  of 
the  university  council.  He  was  one  of  the  small  group  that  organized  the 
notable  endowment  campaign  of  1920.  His  own  tireless  and  confident 
efforts  were  a  conspicuous  factor  in  its  ultimate  success.  And  again  just 
before  his  death  he  had  accepted  the  arduous  task  of  directing  another 
movement  to  raise  additional  funds  for  the  university.  Both  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  endowment  and  to  this  late  project  he  made  large  personal  contribu¬ 
tions. 

“But  he  gave  much  more  than  money.  He  gave  himself ;  his  thought, 
his  time,  his  loyalty  and  his  magnetic  and  inspiring  personality.  He  can¬ 
not  be  replaced.  In  the  university  which  he  helped  to  build  he  will  never 
be  forgotten.” 

From  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  from  other  organizations  with  which 
Mr.  McNulty  had  to  do,  and  from  many  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
Buffalo,  came  statements  similar  to  the  foregoing  tributes,  all  of  which 
indicate  the  preeminent  position  occupied  by  Mr.  McNulty  in  his  genera¬ 
tion. 


WILLIAM  F.  SCHWARTZ 

One  of  the  noteworthy  examples  of  men  who  have  stepped  from  con¬ 
spicuous  political  and  public  life  to  a  successful  career  in  business  affairs 
is  William  F.  Schwartz,  of  Buffalo,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  firm  of 
Erco,  Incorporated,  distributors  of  the  General  Electric  refrigerators  in 
western  New  York  state,  with  offices  at  779  Main  street.  Mr.  Schwartz 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  5,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Gottlieb 
Frederick  and  Pauline  (Schumann)  Schwartz.  The  father  was  born  in 
Wiirttemberg,  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  January,  1877, 
when  he  was  only  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  He  and  Mr.  Ziegele  estab¬ 
lished  the  Ziegele  brewery,  of  which  he  was  part  owner,  and  which  was 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Virginia  and  Washington  streets.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  gave  his  support  to  the 
republican  party.  His  wife  was  likewise  born  in  Wiirttemberg,  Germany, 
and  died  in  Buffalo  in  the  year  1881,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Prof.  Schumann,  who  was  a  well  known  edu¬ 
cator,  associated  with  Heidelberg  College  in  Germany. 

William  F.  Schwartz  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  in  Buffalo 
in  1891  and  from  the  State  Normal  College  in  1893.  He  then  became 
associated  with  the  firm  of  Cooper  &  Hopkins,  contractors  of  Buffalo  and 
Chicago,  as  manager  of  the  Buffalo  office,  and  in  this  capacity  served  for 
six  years.  This  firm  had  the  contract  for  cleaning  the  streets  of  the  city, 
and  hauling  ashes  and  garbage.  In  partnership  with  James  J.  Pendergast. 
Mr.  Schwartz  next  entered  the  street  cleaning  business  under  the  name 
of  the  Queen  City  Sprinkling  Company,  and  so  continued  until  1916.  He 
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was  also  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Pendergast  in  the  canal  forwarding 
business  under  the  title  of  the  Seaboard  Forwarding  Company  until  1916. 
During  this  period  he  was  also  secretary  to  William  I.  Buchanan,  who  was 
a  director  of  the  Pan-American  fairgrounds  through  the  period  of  con¬ 
struction  and  during  the  exposition.  He  continued  as  secretary  until  1916 
and  was  afterward  commissioner  of  streets  in  Buffalo  for  a  period  of 
eight  years.  Next,  he  was  commissioner  of  public  works  for  two  years 
and  later  commissioner  of  finance  and  accounts  for  two  years.  In  1928 
Mr.  Schwartz  retired  from  public  service  and  politics,  and,  with  Frank 
W.  Wolfe,  organized  the  Erco,  Incorporated,  which,  as  noted  previously, 
distributes  the  General  Electric  refrigerators  throughout  western  New 
York.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  firm,  while  Mr.  Wolfe  is  the 
president. 

Mr.  Schwartz  has  always  given  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club.  He  is  a  life 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Society,  and  also  of  the  Maennerchor 
Bavaria  Club.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Launch  Club,  the  Humboldt  Club,  the  Colonial  Country  Club, 
and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Additional  life  memberships 
now  held  by  Mr.  Schwartz  are  in  the  following:  Transportation  Lodge, 
No.  842,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Com- 
mandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory ;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.;  Nest  No.  I  of  the  Orioles;  and 
the  J.  E.  W.  S.  He  belongs  to  the  Royal  Jesters,  to  the  Zuleika  Grotto, 
and  Aerie  No.  46  of  the  Eagles.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  during  the  World  war  period  he  was  chairman  of  the 
city  employees  group  in  both  the  Liberty  Loan  and  the  Red  Cross  drives. 
In  fishing,  Mr.  Schwartz  has  for  many  years  found  his  favorite  diversion. 

On  June  23,  1909,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Schwartz  was  married 
to  Miss  Jessie  B.  McAdie,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  daughter  of  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Elizabeth  (Fletcher)  McAdie,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Ayr, 
Scotland.  He  is  a  retired  contractor,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  but  his 
wife  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Schwartz  is  a  graduate  of  the  Central  high  school 
of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Schwartz  family  residence  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at  123 
Woodward  avenue. 


MICHAEL  M.  COHN 

Michael  M.  Cohn,  one  of  the  able  and  well  known  members  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  bar,  is  also  actively  identified  with  a  number  of  leading  business  en¬ 
terprises  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  this  city’s  progressive  and  enterprising 
men  of  affairs.  Mr.  Cohn  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Pincus  and  Tillie  (Beck)  Cohn,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Austria.  They  were  married  in  that  country  and  in  1882,  with 
their  one  child,  Caroline,  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Buffalo. 
Some  time  later  Mr.  Cohn  engaged  in  the  retail  clothing  business,  in 
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which  he  was  successful.  To  Pincus  and  Tillie  Cohn  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren. 

Michael  M.  Cohn  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  After  grad¬ 
uating  from  high  school  he  entered  Columbia  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1908.  He  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  life  work  by  a  course  in  the  law  school  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  from  which  he  received  the  B.  L.  degree  in  1910.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Strebel,  Corey, 
Wierling  &  Moore,  with  whom  he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he 
established  a  law  office  in  Buffalo.  During  the  subsequent  years  he  has 
been  distinctively  successful,  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  is  now  located  in  the  Rand  building,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  name 
of  Cohn,  Hill  and  Kavinoky. 

Mr.  Cohn  is  also  interested  in  various  business  concerns,  being  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  a  director  of  the  Abstract,  Title 
and  Mortgage  Company,  president  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Properties, 
Inc.,  vice  president  of  the  Hill  Mortgage  Corporation,  a  director  of  the 
Erie  Equity  Owners,  Inc.,  a  director  of  Niagara  Equities,  Inc.,  secretary 
and  general  counsel  of  the  Morrison  Railway  Supply  Company,  vice 
president  and  general  counsel  of  the  L.  C.  Wilson  Corporation,  president 
of  the  Shore  Gas  Company,  Inc.,  president  of  the  Ontario  Counties  Gas 
Company,  Limited,  and  president  of  the  Lafayette  Theatre  Building,  Inc. 

Mr.  Cohn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Heyman,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  and  Julia  (Leffman)  Heyman,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Aachen,  Germany.  Mrs.  Cohn  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Jewish  Federation  for  Social  Service,  the  Town  Club  and  the  Willowdale 
Country  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cohn  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Doris 
R.,  Ralph  D.,  Frederick  C.,  and  Margaret  V.  Doris  attends  the  Buffalo 
Seminary  and  Ralph  attends  Nichols  School.  Mr.  Cohn  is  a  member  of 
the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Montefiore  Club  and 
the  Willowdale  Country  Club.  His  religious  connection  is  with  Temple 
Beth  Zion  and  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  B’nai  B’rith. 


DEXTER  P.  RUMSEY 

One  of  the  most  forward-looking  citizens  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was 
the  late  Dexter  P.  Rumsey,  who  was  engaged  in  the  leather  business  for 
many  years  and  subsequently  in  real  estate  affairs  of  importance  in  the 
development  of  the  city.  He  was  a  man  of  accomplishment,  and  a  sterling 
character.  His  motives  and  sincerity  were  never  brought  into  question. 
He  never  sought  the  public  limelight,  but  preferred  to  move  resolutely 
within  his  own  sphere,  and  derived  his  personal  gratification  in  witness¬ 
ing  the  successful  results  of  his  efforts.  Mr.  Rumsey  was  born  in  West- 
field,  New  York,  April  27,  1827,  and  died  in  Buffalo  April  5,  1906.  He 
was  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Sophia  (Phelps)  Rumsey,  the  former  of  English 
descent.  Robert  Rumsey,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country, 
came  from  southern  England  and  settled  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  in  1654. 


DEXTER  P.  RUMSEY 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


97 


David  Rumsey,  grandfather  of  Dexter  P.,  was  one  of  Ethan  Allen’s  “Green 
Mountain  Boys,”  a  soldier  of  the  American  Revolution. 

For  over  one  hundred  years,  the  Rumsey  family  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Buffalo.  The  first  of  the  name  here  was 
Aaron  Rumsey,  father  of  Dexter  P.,  who  was  born  in  Hubbardton,  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  1797.  He  was  a  tanner  and  currier  by  trade,  and  when  a  young 
man  settled  at  Warsaw,  New  York,  where  he  married  Sophia  Phelps  in 
1819.  About  1825  he  removed  to  Westfield,  New  York,  and  a  few  years 
later  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established  business.  He  owned  and 
operated  several  tanneries,  and  subsequently  formed  the  firm  of  A.  Rum¬ 
sey  &  Company,  into  which  his  sons,  Bronson  C.  and  Dexter  P.,  were 
afterward  admitted.  This  firm  became  one  of  the  best  and  most  favor¬ 
ably  known  leather  concerns  in  the  country,  and  was  eventually  absorbed 
by  the  United  States  Leather  Company. 

Dexter  P.  Rumsey  was  a  lad  when  his  parents  moved  to  Buffalo,  and 
his  education,  begun  in  Westfield,  was  here  completed.  He  started  out  in 
business  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  leather  trade,  later  became  a 
partner,  and  so  remained  during  the  succeeding  years,  or  until  the  firm 
of  A.  Rumsey  &  Company  sold  to  the  United  States  Leather  Company. 
Mr.  Rumsey  thereupon  retired.  However,  he  had  been  interested  in  real 
estate  over  a  long  period,  and  he  then  found  ample  opportunity  to  give  his 
attention  to  various  holdings  which  he  had  acquired  from  time  to  time. 
He  had  much  confidence  in  the  future  development  of  Buffalo,  and  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue  frontage  always  appealed  to  him  as  ideal  residential  prop¬ 
erty.  He  built  his  home  on  that  thoroughfare,  and  acquired  large 
holdings  thereon,  which  finally  became  very  valuable.  Mr.  Rumsey  was 
also  a  trustee  in  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  once  served  as  president.  To  miscellaneous 
city  charities,  he  gave  liberally  throughout  his  career. 

Mr.  Rumsey  was  married  three  times.  To  him  and  his  first  wife,  Mary 
Coburn,  was  born  a  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Ansley  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo.  The 
second  wife  of  Dexter  P.  Rumsey  was  Mary  E.  Bissell.  On  October  25, 
1889,  Mr.  Rumsey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Susan  Fiske,  daughter  of 
Frank  W.  and  Charlotte  (Hazard)  Fiske  of  Buffalo,  the  father  having 
been  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  a  Civil  war  veteran,  prominent  in  grain 
and  banking  affairs,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  manager  of  the  old  Mer¬ 
chants  Bank.  Mrs.  Rumsey  was  educated  in  Buffalo,  and  resides  at  742 
Delaware  avenue  in  this  city.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club,  the  Town  Club,  and  the  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  always  given  liberally  of  her  time  and  means  in  local  charitable 
movements. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumsey  were  the  parents  of  two  children :  Ruth  Rum¬ 
sey,  now  the  wife  of  Col.  William  J.  Donovan,  former  assistant  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States,  and  colonel  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  of 
New  York,  with  homes  in  Buffalo,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  New  York  city. 
Mrs.  Donovan  was  educated  in  the  Franklin  School  of  Buffalo,  at  Rose¬ 
mary  Hall,  and  completed  her  studies  in  Paris,  France.  She  is  a  member 
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of  the  Twentieth  Century  and  the  Garrett  Clubs.  Col.  and  Mrs.  Donovan 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  David  Rumsey  Donovan,  now  (1931)  a 
pupil  at  the  St.  George  School  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island;  and  Patricia, 
who  is  attending  the  Potomac  school  at  Washington,  D.  C.  The  second  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumsey  is  Dexter  P.,  who  is  mentioned  else¬ 
where  in  this  publication. 


CHARLES  E.  ZAWADZKI,  M.  D. 

The  Polish  citizenship  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  had  no  more  respected 
and  honored  member  than  the  late  Dr.  Charles  E.  Zawadzki,  owner  of  one 
of  the  city’s  leading  drug  stores  and  a  graduate  physician  and  surgeon, 
whose  death  occurred  here  on  October  13,  1930.  He  held  a  prominent 
place  among  the  pharmacists  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  was  one  of 
the  foremost  figures  among  his  countrymen,  at  the  same  time  consistently 
maintaining  a  public-spirited  attitude  toward  civic  matters  which  he  con¬ 
sidered  of  benefit  to  the  community. 

Dr.  Zawadzki  was  born  at  Obornikow,  in  Poznan,  Poland,  October  25, 
1878,  and  was  a  son  of  Kashmir  and  Theodora  Zawadzki.  When  he  was 
four  years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  at 
Buffalo,  where  he  received  his  education,  attending  St.  Stanislaus  parochial 
school,  the  old  Central  high  school  and  the  University  of  Buffalo,  having 
been  the  first  Polish  graduate  in  pharmacy  from  the  latter  institution. 
Following  his  graduation  in  the  year  1897,  he  conducted  a  drug  store  at 
Broadway  and  Mills  street  for  six  years.  He  then  enrolled  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas  at  Little  Rock,  and  from  this  school  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  then  practiced  his  profession  in  the 
state  of  Texas,  and  also  operated  drug  stores  in  Niagara  Falls  and  Roch¬ 
ester,  prior  to  his  return  to  Buffalo  about  fifteen  years  before  his  death. 
His  well  known  store  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at  1170  Broadway,  and  is 
now  being  conducted  by  Mrs.  Helen  Zawadzki.  Dr.  Zawadzki  was  past 
president  of  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Pharmaceutical  Association,  president 
of  the  Polish  Druggists’  Association,  president  of  the. Polish  Singing  Circle 
for  several  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  Polish  National  Alliance. 

Dr.  Zawadzki  was  married  in  1902  to  Frances  Patrzykowski,  who  died 
in  the  year  1909.  By  this  marriage  there  were  three  children,  namely: 
Eugene,  who  died  in  1917 ;  Peter,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Buffalo  Evening  News;  and  Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Pawlowski, 
the  latter  a  pharmacist. 

In  1915  Dr.  Zawadzki  was  married  to  Mrs.  Helen  Wieczorek  Sullivan, 
a  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Anne  (Brzyski)  Wieczorek,  who  were  born 
in  Poland  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  Mrs.  Zawadzki  was  three 
years  of  age,  settling  in  Buffalo.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Zawadzki  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Robert,  born  November  26,  1916, 
graduated  from  the  grammar  school  when  thirteen  years  old  and  is  now 
attending  the  East  high  school;  Eugene,  born  May  25,  1918,  is  a  pupil  at 
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school  No.  57 ;  Frances,  born  December  23,  1919,  and  Theodore,  born 
October  14,  1921,  are  pupils  in  school  No.  57.  Mrs.  Zawadzki  is  a  member 
of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  Polish  Singing  Circle,  also  of  the  Polish 
Alliance. 

As  an  indication  of  the  esteem  in  which  Dr.  Zawadzki  was  held  by 
the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  common  council  held  October  20,  1930 : 

“The  Almighty  has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  amongst  us  Dr.  Charles  E. 
Zawadzki,  a  leading  citizen  and  a  prominent  pharmacist. 

“His  entire  life  was  given  up  to  public  service.  He  was  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  needs  of  his  compatriots.  He  championed  their  cause  at  all 
times.  He  had  given  his  time  and  energy  unsparingly  to  many  charitable 
undertakings  and  he  had  played  an  important  part  in  the  musical  activities 
of  the  city. 

“For  years  he  had  been  president  of  the  Erie  County  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  where  he  had  rendered  very  meritorious  service. 

“BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED,  that  when  this  council  adjourns 
it  do  so  out  of  respect  to  his  memory  and  the  city  clerk  is  hereby  ordered 
to  transmit  an  engrossed  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  members  of  his 
immediate  family.” 


JOHN  J.  NOWAK,  M.  D. 

Although  one  of  the  younger  physicians  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  John  J.  Nowak 
has  already  gained  prominence  in  his  profession,  basing  his  success  upon 
liberal  collegiate  training  in  this  country  and  abroad,  coupled  with  the 
capacity  for  sustained  effort.  He  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1893,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  J.  and  Rose  (Drachowski)  Nowak, 
natives  of  eastern  Prussia.  His  grandfather,  Jacob  Nowak,  emigrated 
from  that  country  to  the  United  States  and  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery 
business  for  a  number  of  years  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Buffalo.  In 
commercial  circles  of  the  city  his  son,  Michael  J.  Nowak,  figures  prom¬ 
inently  as  the  owner  and  operator  of  the  Star  Plating  Works.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Francis  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  casts  his  ballot  for 
the  candidates  of  the  republican  party. 

Dr.  Nowak  received  his  early  instruction  in  a  parochial  school  of 
Buffalo,  was  next  a  pupil  in  grammar  school  No.  24,  and  in  1913  was 
graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school.  In  preparation  for  his 
chosen  vocation,  he  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  M.  D.  degree  in  1917,  and  afterward  he  served  as  an 
interne  in  the  hospital  of  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  School.  This  was 
followed  by  post-graduate  work  at  the  New  York  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  & 
Throat  Infirmary  and  by  study  under  noted  physicians  of  Vienna,  Austria. 
With  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Dr.  Nowak  entered  upon  the  active 
work  of  his  profession  at  834  Fillmore  avenue,  Buffalo,  and  in  1927 
opened  an  office  at  1105  Broadway,  where  he  has  since  been  located.  At 
this  address  he  has  his  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic.  He  is  regarded 
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as  one  of  the  leading  specialists  of  the  city  and  in  addition  to  caring  for 
a  large  and  growing  practice  is  serving  on  the  medical  staff  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy  Hospital  and  also  on  the  staff  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  Hospital. 

Dr.  Nowak’s  first  wife  was  Miss  Helen  Walkowiak,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Buffalo,  June  8,  1915.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Walko¬ 
wiak  and  departed  this  life  in  July,  1922,  leaving  a  son,  John  J.,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  March  17,  1919.  In  November,  1923,  Dr.  Nowak  married  Miss 
Cornelia  Schreiber,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Schreiber,  of  Buffalo, 
and  passed  away  November  5,  1925.  She  had  become  the  mother  of  a 
son,  Robert  Eugene,  who  was  born  August  31,  1924.  The  present  Mrs. 
Nowak  was  formerly  Miss  Clara  Wojtecki,  a  daughter  of  Michael 
Wojtecki,  of  this  city.  After  attending  Sacred  Heart  Academy,  Mrs. 
Nowak  was  graduated  from  the  Nurses  Training  School  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy  Hospital  and  followed  her  profession  in  Buffalo  prior  to  her 
marriage.  She  is  a  Roman  Catholic  in  religious  faith.  The  Doctor  is  a 
republican  of  independent  tendencies,  placing  the  qualifications  of  a  can¬ 
didate  before  party  affiliations.  He  enjoys  hunting  and  other  outdoor 
sports.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  his  deep  interest 
in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  city  is  indicated  in  his  identification 
with  the  Polish  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State  Medical  Societies,  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  Polish  Medical  &  Dental  Association  of  America, 
and  the  American  Medical  Associations  of  Vienna  and  Austria-Hungary. 
Progress  has  ever  been  his  watchword  and  through  earnest,  systematic 
study  and  close  application  to  the  work  of  his  profession  he  is  constantly 
advancing  in  knowledge  and  usefulness. 


JAMES  SWEENEY  THOMPSON 

In  the  course  of  a  long  career  of  varied  and  unceasing  activity  James 
Sweeney  Thompson  wrought  for  progress  along  many  lines  and  in  his 
passing  North  Tonawanda  sustained  the  loss  of  one  of  its  foremost  busi¬ 
ness  men  and  most  valued  citizens.  He  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  this 
community  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  real  pioneer  families.  James 
Sweeney,  his  grandfather,  and  John  Sweeney,  a  great-uncle,  were  the 
original  owners  of  the  village  of  Niagara,  now  North  Tonawanda.  The 
original  deed  to  this  land,  bearing  the  signatures  of  James  and  John 
Sweeney,  has  been  carefully  preserved  by  the  family  and  is  now  one  of  the 
highly  prized  possessions  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Peter  A. 
Porter,  Jr.  James  Sweeney  located  in  what  is  now  North  Tonawanda  in 
1828,  built  the  first  frame  dwelling  there,  and  donated  lots  for  the  first 
schoolhouse  and  for  the  first  church.  He  died  in  North  Tonawanda  in 
1850,  aged  seventy-seven. 

James  S.  Thompson  was  born  October  11,  1855,  in  North  Tonawanda, 
a  son  of  Oliver  Curtis  and  Catharine  (Sweeney)  Thompson.  Oliver  Cur¬ 
tis  Thompson  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business  and  for  many  years 
conducted  a  flour  mill  in  Buffalo.  James  S.  Thompson  attended  school  in 
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the  Tonawandas  and  finished  his  education  in  Buffalo  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enteen.  He  began  his  business  career  in  the  old  New  York  and  Erie  Bank, 
in  Buffalo,  and  early  displayed  natural  ability  in  financial  affairs.  He 
remained  in  the  employ  of  this  bank  for  about  eight  years,  being  a  teller 
during  the  greater  part  of  that  time.  Mr.  Thompson  then  entered  indus¬ 
trial  lines  as  a  manufacturer  of  shingles,  being  first  associated  with  R.  J. 
Wilder,  but  later  became  sole  owner  of  the  business.  Later  he  formed  the 
copartnership  of  Gombert  &  Thompson,  which  subsequently  became  the 
Thompson,  Hubman  &  Fisher  Lumber  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  was  the  executive  head  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  course  of  an 
active  and  highly  successful  business  career  he  became  connected  with 
various  business  and  financial  interests,  and  in  fact  no  other  resident  of 
North  Tonawanda  was  connected  with  a  larger  or  more  diversified  number 
of  business  enterprises.  He  was  president  of  the  Durolithic  Company, 
which  built  the  Hutchinson  high  school  and  the  Marine  Hospital  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  as  well  as  many  other  important  structures  in  various  parts  of  the 
state,  including  a  number  of  the  finest  buildings  at  Cornell  University. 
He  was  a  director  of  the  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  Manufacturing  Company,  a 
director  of  the  Herschell  Spillman  Company  and  a  director  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Railway  Company,  but  primarily  he  was  a  banker  and  his  advice, 
counsel  and  business  judgment  were  all  highly  regarded  in  the  various 
financial  directorates  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Marine  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  also  of  the  Central  National  Bank  of 
that  city,  and  was  vice  president  of  both  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Tonawanda  and  the  State  National  Bank  of  North  Tonawanda. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  theory  that  every  patriotic 
citizen  should  shoulder  his  share  of  public  responsibility.  He  put  these 
views  into  execution  by  serving  five  years  as  a  member  of  the  volunteer 
fire  department.  He  was  president  of  North  Tonawanda  for  five  years, 
when  the  municipality  was  still  under  the  village  charter,  was  village 
trustee  for  many  years  and  was  a  member  of  the  first  water  board  or¬ 
ganized  in  North  Tonawanda.  Besides  acting  in  various  capacities  for 
his  home  town,  he  was  always  among  the  first  to  lend  hearty  support  to 
public  projects  intended  to  benefit  the  Tonawandas.  His  advice  was  in¬ 
variably  sought  on  important  questions  dealing  with  the  welfare  of  the 
twin  cities  and  he  was  often  delegated  to  go  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  or 
Albany  when  the  point  was  reached  where  sound  judgment  and  familiarity 
with  local  conditions  were  factors  in  securing  favorable  action  on  the  part 
of  government  or  state  authorities.  In  politics  he  was  long  recognized 
as  one  of  the  prominent  republican  figures  and  an  advisor  and  counsellor 
of  the  party  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  long  an  active  Mason,  having  membership  in  Suth¬ 
erland  Lodge  and  Tonawanda  Chapter.  He  was  first  senior  warden  of 
Sutherland  Lodge  and  its  second  right  worshipful  master.  He  stood  par¬ 
ticularly  high  in  lodge  circles  in  the  state  and  was  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Hall  and  Asylum  Fund,  considered  the  most  important  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  grand  lodge.  He  also  had  the  distinction  of  having  been 
delegated  grand  representative  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state  of  New 
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York  to  the  grand  lodge  of  Mexico.  He  was  active  in  the  movement  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  DeGraff  Memorial  Hospital  and  became  a  member  of  the 
first  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution,  remaining  a  member  until  his 
death.  Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
also  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Ellicott  Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club  and  the 
Frontier  Club  of  Tonawanda.  He  was  commodore  of  the  Buffalo  Yacht 
Club  for  a  number  of  years,  and  when  gasoline  propelled  boats  became 
the  fad  he  turned  his  fancy  to  that  type  of  craft  and  his  naptha  boats 
were  among  the  finest  on  the  Niagara  river.  He  was  extremely  fond  of 
yachting,  which  with  fishing  and  hunting  represented  his  greatest  sources 
of  recreational  pleasure. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss  Geneva  Scribner,  who  was  born 
in  Angels  Camp,  California,  to  which  state  her  parents,  Philip  W.  and 
Adelaide  Scribner,  had  made  the  journey  across  the  plains  during  the 
gold  excitement.  After  about  three  years’  residence  in  California  they 
returned  east.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  had  one  daughter,  Geneva,  who 
was  married  September  5,  1907,  to  Peter  A.  Porter,  Jr.,  of  whom  more 
extended  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Thompson  achieved  notable  success  in  business,  reaping  the  re¬ 
ward  of  honorable  and  intelligently  directed  efforts.  He  was  a  devoted 
husband,  a  kind  and  indulgent  father  and  loyal,  steadfast  friend.  He  had 
a  high  sense  of  civic  duty  and  it  was  his  pride  and  joy  to  aid  in  all  that 
made  for  a  finer  and  better  community.  He  was  that  type  of  a  citizen 
who  combined  with  the  best  order  of  business  ability,  a  delight  in  things 
cultural  and  a  devotion  to  humanitarian  endeavors. 

A  man  of  high  ideals  whose  personal  worth  was  recognized  by  all, 
throughout  his  life  he  stood  for  those  things  which  have  real  value  as  con¬ 
structive  elements  in  the  world’s  work.  His  death  occurred  February  18, 
1916,  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


WALTER  F.  JOHNSON 

Although  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  for  less  than  three  years, 
Walter  F.  Johnson  has  won  a  most  favorable  reputation  in  business  and 
social  circles  here  and  has  proved  a  worthy  addition  to  the  citizenship  o,f 
the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  holds  the  responsible  position  of  manager  of 
the  Buffalo  branch  office  of  the  American  Radiator  Company  for  western 
New  York  and  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  and  has  his  offices  at  374  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue.  He  was  born  at  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  November  26, 
1888,  a  son  of  T.  Howell  and  Helen  (Freeman)  Johnson.  His  father 
was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  1929.  For  many  years,  he 
was  vice  president  of  the  Fabric  Fire  Hose  Company  of  Sandy  Hook, 
Connecticut.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  survives  him.  A 
son  and  a  daughter  were  born  to  them.  The  daughter,  Eleanor,  is  the  wife 
of  Samuel  B.  Ellis,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  Goodyear  Rubber 
Company  for  many  years.  They  have  one  child,  Nancy. 
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Walter  F.  Johnson  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  Stevens  College  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  American  Radiator  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  New  York  office,  where  he  filled  various  positions.  In  1928 
he  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Buffalo  branch  office.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Erie  Downs  Golf  and  Country 
Club  and  the  Carteret  Club  of  Jersey  City.  During  the  World  war  he 
served  for  a  time  in  the  New  Jersey  National  Guard. 

On  October  10,  1916,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Mildred  Brock¬ 
way,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  they  have  one  son,  Theo¬ 
dore  H.,  born  February  9,  1918.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  trace  their 
descent  from  Revolutionary  ancestors. 


CHARLES  LISKE 

The  business  conducted  as  the  Liske  Music  Store  by  Charles  Liske, 
and  situated  at  1037-41  Genesee  street  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
is  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  complete  and  modern  establish¬ 
ments  dealing  in  radios,  phonographs  and  other  kindred  lines.  The  owner 
has  developed  his  business  with  rare  skill,  and  has  won  success  by  cater¬ 
ing  to  the  public  taste,  by  judicious  advertising  and  by  making  his  store 
an  attractive  and  artistic  place  to  visit.  He  has  fulfilled  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  with  unfailing  regularity,  and  has  won  many  friends  in  his  home 
community. 

Charles  Liske  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  17,  1889,  a  son  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  the  late  Bertha  (Davis)  Liske.  The  father,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  now  lives  retired  in  Buffalo.  He  came  to  this  city  in  1880,  and 
was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Williams  Brothers,  freight  handlers  at  the 
docks,  with  whom  he  remained  for  thirty-five  years.  His  wife,  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  died  in  1901.  They  had  seven  children:  Martha,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  Rugg  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  three 
children,  Richard,  Arthur,  and  Mabel,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Kramer, 
a  druggist  of  Gardnerville,  New  York,  and  they  have  two  children;  Fred¬ 
erick  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two;  William  is  a  machinist;  Augusta  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Kunz;  a  daughter  died  in  infancy;  Ralph,  who  is  em¬ 
ployed  by  Charles  Liske,  served  in  the  World  war  in  the  aviation  division 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  married  Ada  Beiter  of  Buffalo;  and 
Charles  is  the.  other  member  of  the  family. 

The  education  of  Charles  Liske  was  received  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  after  which  he  learned  the  machinist  trade,  and  worked  for  the 
Otis  Elevator  Company  for  four  years.  He  was  then  employed  by  the 
Snow  Steam  Pump  Works,  now  the  Worthington  Pump  Works,  remain¬ 
ing  with  that  concern  for  another  four  years,  after  which  he  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  New  York  Telephone  Company,  for  whom  he  did  all 
motorcycle  repair  work.  In  1914  he  engaged  in  the  motorcycle  business 
on  his  own  account  and  so  continued  for  sixteen  years  at  1037-1041 
Genesee  street.  In  1922  he  opened  a  music  store,  dealing  first  in  phono- 
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graphs,  but  with  the  changing  conditions  he  has  featured  radios.  In  1925 
he  remodeled  the  street  fronts  of  both  stores,  and  has  one  of  the  most 
attractive  music  stores  in  western  New  York.  He  now  specializes  in 
Majestic,  Bosch,  Victor  and  Zenith  radios,  and  has  recently  added  a  com¬ 
plete  line  of  Copeland  electric  refrigerators.  Mr.  Liske  lives  in  a  modern 
apartment  over  his  stores.  In  1925  he  purchased  the  entire  property,  and 
now  has  a  frontage  of  seventy-five  feet.  He  has  a  unique  method  of  dis¬ 
playing  radios  in  three  separate  large  radio  rooms,  containing  sixty-eight 
1931  models  of  the  different  instruments.  These  rooms  are  beautifully 
decorated  and  sound-proof.  The  entire  store  has  five  thousand  square 
feet  of  floor  space.  Period  furniture,  handsome  rugs  and  office  equipment 
complete  the  pleasing  ensemble. 

Mr.  Liske  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Florence  Koch, 
a  native  of  Buffalo,  now  deceased.  They  had  one  son,  Charles,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  while  a  high  school  student.  Mr.  Liske  was  mar¬ 
ried  secondly  to  Evelyn  Grahlke,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Charles  and  Augusta  Grahlke,  the  latter  a  resident  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Liske  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Order  of 
Orioles  at  Buffalo. 


JAMES  W.  GIBNEY 

James  W.  Gibney,  president  of  the  Bingham  &  Taylor  Corporation, 
manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel  castings  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  has  had 
many  years  of  experience  in  the  iron  trade,  and  is  a  recognized  authority 
on  all  phases  of  the  industry.  He  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  October 
19,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Johnston  and  Sarah  (Flack)  Gibney.  The  father 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  about  1837,  locating  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He 
followed  his  trade  of  iron  worker  in  that  city  for  a  time,  and  later  worked 
in  Buffalo,  in  Montreal,  and  in  various  other  cities.  He  eventually  re¬ 
turned  to  Toronto,  where  he  operated  an  iron  foundry  of  his  own,  and 
died  there  in  1891.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Flack)  Gibney,  was  born  in  Roch¬ 
ester,  New  York,  and  married  Mr.  Gibney  in  Montreal.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  but  James  W. 
was  the  only  one  who  settled  in  Buffalo. 

James  W.  Gibney  attended  the  common  and  high  schools  in  Toronto, 
working  during  the  daytime  and  going  to  his  classes  at  night.  Later 
when  working  in  San  Francisco  in  the  iron  trade,  he  attended  the  Tech¬ 
nical  high  school  of  that  city.  In  almost  every  large  city  of  the  country 
he  worked,  with  the  exception  of  Chicago.  He  was  employed  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  for  five  years,  then  was  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Vulcan  Works.  Previous  to  this,  he  traveled  extensively  in  South  America, 
and  in  Australia,  and  spent  four  years  in  different  cities  of  Europe.  In 
1904,  Mr.  Gibney  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  became  manager  of 
the  present  works,  and  on  July  1,  1928,  he  was  made  president  of  the 
Bingham  &  Taylor  Corporation,  the  extensive  plant  of  which  is  situated 
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at  575  Howard  street.  This  business  was  originally  started  in  1849  by 
Robert  Bingham.  Later  his  son  Charles  took  over  the  management,  con¬ 
tinuing  some  years.  Later  this  became  the  Bingham  &  Taylor  Corporation 
and  on  Mr.  Bingham’s  retirement  became  the  W.  P.  Taylor  Company, 
but  on  July  1,  1928,  Mr.  Taylor  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Gibney. 
The  latter  then  formed  a  new  stock  company,  and  used  the  old  name  of 
the  Bingham  &  Taylor  Corporation.  The  product  of  this  company,  iron 
and  steel  castings,  is  shipped  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
plant  itself  covers  six  acres  of  ground  on  the  Buffalo  site,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  employs  trucks  for  local  hauling,  and  for  hauling  to  the  railroad 
freight  houses  and  lake  vessels. 

Mr.  Gibney,  in  his  interesting  and  varied  experience  over  the  world, 
also  served  in  the  British  Navy,  in  South  American  waters.  He  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  to  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies 
and  the  Shrine.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Engineers  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  &  Field  Club,  and  the  American  Society 
of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

On  March  31,  1897,  Mr.  Gibney  was  married  to  Adelaide  Schaetzle, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  sons,  William  and  James  L.  Wil¬ 
liam  Gibney  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  September  17,  1898,  was  educated 
in  the  grade  schools  and  in  Technical  high  school,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now 
vice  president  of  the  Bingham  &  Taylor  Corporation.  He  married  Rita 
Pulver,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Joan  and  Nancy.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging 
to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  the  Buffalo  Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  he  also  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club 
and  the  Transit  Valley  Country  Club. 

James  L.  Gibney,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  October  22, 
1900,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  Technical  high  school  of 
Buffalo,  and  later  attended  Harvard  University,  specializing  in  metal¬ 
lurgy.  He  is  now  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Shawinigan 
Falls  Company,  of  Shawinigan  Falls,  Quebec,  manufacturers  of  stainless 
steel  and  alloys.  He  married  Ruth  Roth,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  July  1, 
1926.  He  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  has  taken 
both  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite  degrees,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club. 


NORMAN  KLINCK  DIEFENBACH 

As  the  executive  head  of  the  Klinck  Brothers,  Inc.,  owners  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  important  meat  packing  industries  of  Buffalo,  Norman 
Klinck  Diefenbach  is  recognized  as  a  capable  and  well  trained  business 
official.  He  is  one  of  the  younger  men  of  the  city  to  have  reached  high 
position,  and  he  has  proved  his  worth  as  a  citizen  by  his  active  interest 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  community.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  Christian  Klinck,  the  founder  of  the  company,  whose  biography  is  given 
elsewhere  in  this  history.  Norman  K.  Diefenbach  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
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November  26,  1893,  a  son  of  William  and  Ida  (Klinck)  Diefenbach.  The 
father,  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a 
pharmacist.  He  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Erie  for  a  time,  and  in 
1891  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  became  associated  with  Klinck  Broth¬ 
ers.  He  is  now  retired.  His  wife,  Ida  Klinck  Diefenbach,  is  now  deceased. 

Their  only  son,  Norman  K.  Diefenbach,  lived  with  his  grandfather, 
Christian  Klinck,  after  he  was  seven  years  of  age,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo  and  a  business  college.  He  then  became  an  employee 
in  the  Klinck  Brothers  packing  house,  and  in  this  business  he  has  remained 
ever  since.  He  became  president  of  the  company  after  the  death  of 
Christian  Klinck,  which  occurred  January  2,  1929.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Modesta  Lodge,  No.  340,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  Germaine  Chapter,  No.  256,  R.  A.  M.  His  church  is  the  Christ  Luth¬ 
eran.  During  the  participation  of  the  United  States  in  the  World  war, 
he  trained  for  the  service  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  and  was  there  when 
hostilities  ceased,  after  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
to  Buffalo. 

On  September  27,  1919,  Mr.  Diefenbach  was  married  to  Miss  Kather¬ 
ine  Schmidt,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Schmidt,  the 
father  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diefenbach  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Jean,  born  April  7,  1922;  Norman,  born  September 
19,  1926;  and  Christian,  born  October  16,  1928. 


ADELBERT  MOOT 

For  fifty  years  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  Adelbert  Moot  won  state¬ 
wide  prominence  as  a  trial  lawyer  and  filled  with  distinction  the  high 
offices  to  which  he  was  called  by  his  associates  in  the  profession.  He  la¬ 
bored  tirelessly  and  effectively  for  the  common  good  and  left  the  impress 
of  his  individuality  upon  the  educational  as  well  as  the  legal  history  of  his 
state.  His  breadth  of  mind  and  clear  outlook  upon  life  enabled  him  to 
visualize  the  possibilities  of  the  future  in  service  to  the  present  and  in  the 
fullest  and  best  sense  of  the  term  his  was  a  successful  career  of  inspira¬ 
tional  worth  to  others. 

Born  in  Allen,  Allegany  county,  New  York,  November  22,  1854,  Mr. 
Moot  was  a  son  of  Charles  D.  and  Mary  (Rutherford)  Moot,  the  former 
of  German  descent  and  the  latter  of  English  ancestry.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  on  the  home  farm  and  his  rudimentary  instruction  was  obtained  in 
a  rural  school  of  that  district  and  the  village  school  at  Belmont.  This  was 
followed  by  a  course  in  the  academy  at  Nunda  and  attendance  at  the  State 
Normal  School  in  Genesee,  New  York.  In  1875  he  enrolled  as  a  student 
in  the  Albany  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany, 
on  November  22,  1876,  his  twenty-second  birthday. 

A  few  months  later  Mr.  Moot  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Nunda  with 
George  W.  Osgoodby  under  the  style  of  Osgoodby  &  Moot.  Seeking  a 
larger  field  of  activity,  they  removed  to  Buffalo  in  September,  1879,  and 
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formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Robert  C.  Titus,  organizing  the  firm  of 
Osgoodby,  Titus  &  Moot.  This  relationship  was  terminated  at  the  end  of 
three  years  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Moot,  who  became  associated  with 
Hon.  Loran  L.  Lewis  and  his  son,  George  L.  Lewis,  under  the  style  of 
Lewis,  Moot  &  Lewis.  Soon  afterward  Hon.  Loran  L.  Lewis  was  made  a 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York  and  after  a  brief  interval  was 
succeeded  in  the  partnership  by  his  second  son,  Loran  L.  Lewis,  Jr.  Mr. 
Moot  remained  a  member  of  this  firm  for  more  than  twelve  years,  during 
which  period  he  firmly  established  his  position  at  the  bar  and  successfully 
handled  much  important  litigation  in  the  state  and  federal  courts.  It 
was  in  the  fall  of  1894  that  the  law  firm  of  Sprague,  Moot,  Sprague  & 
Brownell  came  into  existence.  Hon.  E.  C.  Sprague,  the  senior  member, 
died  in  February,  1895,  and  in  June,  1897,  William  L.  Marcy  entered  the 
organization,  which  then  became  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell  &  Marcy.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  association  with  this  firm  Mr.  Moot  became  a  leader  of  the  bar, 
not  only  in  western  New  York  but  also  throughout  the  state,  and  acted 
as  counsel  in  many  famous  lawsuits,  such  as  the  Hearst  anthracite  coal 
rate  case  and  the  Hay  rate  case,  involving  important  and  far-reaching 
decisions  of  the  interstate  commerce  commission  and  the  federal  courts. 
As  a  result  of  his  attainments  in  this  field  of  law,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
Alfred  University  honored  him  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  Of 
his  achievements  it  has  been  said : 

“Mr.  Moot  brought  to  the  practice  of  law  many  striking  traits.  In 
the  first  place,  there  was  his  abiding  love  for  the  profession,  which  made 
its  practice  a  proud  and  dignified  task  and  resulted  in  perfect  integrity 
and  a  supreme  standard  of  ethics.  To  this  was  added  a  logical  and  dis¬ 
criminating  mind  and  a  powerful  memory,  enabling  him  to  absorb  and 
permanently  retain  what  he  read  and  quickly  perceive  the  pith  of  each 
problem  as  it  came.  His  familiarity  with  the  law  books  and  the  facility 
with  which  he  used  them  were  remarkable  in  the  extreme.  A  further 
fundamental  quality  was  his  dogged  courage,  which  abounded  beyond 
measure  and  caused  him  to  persist  with  constancy  to  the  end  of  a  cause 
even  in  the  presence  of  adversity.  Upon  these  three  great  foundation 
stones  he  erected  others ;  an  untiring  industry — ‘the  art  of  taking  pains 
he  always  overturned  the  last  stone ;  thoroughness ;  resourcefulness ;  plain, 
easily  understood  speech ;  a  firm,  aggressive  and  convincing  forensic  man¬ 
ner;  a  practical  view  of  his  case,  with  an  eye  always  toward  its  result. 
With  such  talents,  natural  and  acquired,  he  became  a  powerful  advocate 
and  a  formidable  opponent  and  won  widespread  respect  from  bench  and 
bar.  As  a  lawyer  he  stood  among  the  first. 

“Furthermore,  Mr.  Moot  took  a  broad  view  of  the  law  and  therefore 
his  activities  in  fields  related  to  it  were  extensive.  As  a  law  student  ready 
to  enter  practice  he  was,  on  November  21,  1876,  present  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  He  became  its  president 
for  the  year  1909-10.  He  served  for  many  years  as  chairman  of  its  com¬ 
mittee  on  international  law  and  as  such  worked  with  great  energy  in  the 
interests  of  a  world  court  and  international  peace.  He  also  was  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  affairs,  of  the  American  Bar  Association. 
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He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County  for  five  years, 
from  1896  to  1901,  during  the  first  four  of  which  he  was  its  vice  president 
and  during  the  last  of  which,  1901,  he  was  its  president.  He  always  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  concerned  over  its  affairs  and  was  a  regular  attendant  at  its 
functions.  In  later  years,  as  the  management  of  the  association  passed 
into  the  hands  of  younger  men,  he  stood  ever  ready  to  give  generously  of 
counsel  and  service  upon  request. 

“When  the  Good  Government  Club  came  into  being  Mr.  Moot,  as  an 
independent  republican,  was  among  the  first  to  become  identified  with  it. 
Later  he  was  also  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Still  later  he  allied  himself  with  the  New  York  State  Association 
and  for  four  years  was  its  president.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
statutory  consolidation  from  1904  to  1909,  engaged  in  consolidating  the 
statutes  of  New  York  state  over  the  period  from  1777  to  1909  and  revising 
and  simplifying  the  codes. 

“Mr.  Moot  took  an  active  part,  financial  and  otherwise,  in  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in  1887,  which  later  became  a  part 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  was  a  member  of  its  first  board  of 
trustees  until  election  as  a  regent  disqualified  him.  He  taught  the  course 
on  evidence  from  1887  to  1929,  and  also  on  occasions  other  courses,  be¬ 
sides  acting  at  intervals  as  its  dean.  He  was  among  the  first  to  see  the 
need  for  a  school  here.  He  worked  faithfully  for  its  welfare  and  stood 
by  it  through  all  of  its  struggles. 

“His  interest  in  education  extended  beyond  the  law.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  state  since  1912  and  its  vice  chan¬ 
cellor  since  1921.  As  chairman  of  the  board’s  committees  on  examinations 
and  law  and  legislation  and  as  a  member  of  its  committees  on  elementary 
and  secondary  education,  he  ‘took  a  personal  interest  in  assuring  every 
child  the  opportunity  to  gain  all  the  education  which  the  state  can  give 
him.’  He  comprehended  educational  needs.  As  the  chancellor  recently 
said  of  him,  ‘Not  any  of  us  was  more  interested  in  the  work  of  the  regents 
— in  every  topic  that  came  before  the  regents.  He  joined  in  almost  every 
discussion  with  clear  vision,  sound  reasoning  and  sturdy  common  sense 
appeal,  and  his  conclusions  were  rarely  disregarded.’ 

“Mr.  Moot  was  also  a  devoted  servant  of  his  church.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Our  Father  of  this  .  city.  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Unitarian  Conference  of  the  Middle  States  and  Canada  from 
1907  to  1913  and  its  vice  president  from  1913  to  1923,  during  a  part  of 
which  time  William  H.  Taft  was  president.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the 
Unitarian  Association.  Here  again,  as  in  the  New  York  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  he  was  active  in  the  interest  of  international  peace  and  a  world 
court.  Many  will  recall  his  Christmas  cards,  which  gave  expression  to 
this  vital  interest  of  his  life.  The  one  issued  December  24,  1928,  read  in 
part :  ‘Sooner  or  later,  the  terrors  of  scientific  war  will  force  the  world — 
to  maintain  just  and  sensible  peace. — I  congratulate  all  my  friends  that 
in  this  twentieth  century  we  have  at  length  reached  a  point  where  we  can 
truly  say  that  the  entire  world  now  recognizes  that  “Blessed  are  the 
peace-makers.”  *  ” 
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Mr.  Moot  was  married  July  22,  1882,  to  Miss  Carrie  A.  Van  Ness,  of 
Cuba,  New  York,  daughter  of  Enos  Warner  and  Sarah  Adelia  (Moses) 
Van  Ness.  Mrs.  Moot  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Vice  Admiral  Aert  Van 
Ness,  distinguished  when  Holland  was  a  naval  power  and  who  came  to 
New  Amsterdam  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Mrs.  Moot  was  edu¬ 
cated  for  the  teaching  profession  and  served  four  years  as  preceptress  of 
Nunda  Academy.  She  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Elmwood  School 
in  Buffalo,  served  four  years  as  president  of  the  Women’s  Educational 
and  Industrial  Union,  and  from  1927  to  1929  was  president  of  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Century  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moot  became  the  parents  of  three 
sons,  of  whom  Richmond  D.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  6, 
1883.  In  1905  he  completed  a  classical  course  in  Harvard  University  and 
in  1907  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Law  School.  After  his  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  bar  he  followed  his  profession  in  Buffalo  for  two  years  and 
then  went  to  Schenectady,  New  York,  where  he  joined  the  legal  staff  of 
the  General  Electric  Company.  He  still  resides  in  that  city  and  is  ac¬ 
corded  a  liberal  clientele,  practicing  under  his  own  name.  Broad-minded 
and  public-spirited,  he  lends  the  weight  of  his  support  to  all  well  defined 
movements  for  the  benefit  of  his  community  and  is  doing  much  construct¬ 
ive  work  as  chairman  of  the  city  planning  commission,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  for  five  years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  McCormick, 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  their  four  children  are  Dorothy,  Richmond 
Dana,  Jr.,  Stewart  Du  Bois  and  Charles  Gordon.  Richmond  D.,  Jr.,  en¬ 
listed  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  war,  becoming  a  first 
lieutenant  in  a  company  of  artillery  attached  to  the  Ninetieth  Division, 
with  which  he  went  overseas,  and  participated  in  the  Argonne  offensive, 
while  later  he  was  in  Germany  with  the  Army  of  Occupation. 

Welles  Van  Ness  Moot,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December 
12,  1885,  attended  the  Elmwood  grammar  school,  and  in  1904  completed  a 
course  in  the  Central  high  school.  In  preparation  for  his  chosen  vocation, 
he  enrolled  as  a  student  in  Harvard  University,  which  awarded  him  the 
A.  B.  degree  in  1908,  and  three  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
from  that  institution.  Upon  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  New  York  in 
January,  1912,  he  joined  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  legal 
work  for  many  years,  and  still  occupies  the  latter’s  law  office  in  the  Erie 
County  Bank  building,  devoting  his  attention  to  general  practice.  En¬ 
dowed  with  an  analytical  mind  and  a  special  talent  for  the  law,  he  has 
advanced  far  in  his  profession  and  worthily  follows  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father.  In  1915  he  was  made  assistant  district  attorney  and  served 
for  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association,  while 
along  social  lines  he  has  connection  with  the  Saturn  Club,  the  University 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club  and  the  Cherry 
Hill  Golf  Club.  In  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  he  was  married  September 
23,  1916,  to  Miss  Caroline  C.  Everett,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  0.  H.  and  Sarah 
Frances  (Dewey)  Everett,  who  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moot 
have  six  children:  Welles  Van  Ness,  Jr.,  born  August  9,  1917;  Richard 
Everett,  March  24,  1920;  John  Rutherford,  February  12,  1922;  Martin 


114 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


Adelbert,  April  21,  1923;  Cecily,  November  17,  1924;  and  Mary  Hurd, 
April  17,  1927. 

Seward  Adelbert,  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adelbert  Moot, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  28,  1887,  and,  like  his  brothers,  was  accorded 
liberal  educational  advantages.  After  attending  Williams  College  he  ma¬ 
triculated  in  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1912, 
next  becoming  a  student  in  the  agricultural  department  of  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  is  now  engaged  in  fruit  farming  at  Wilson,  New  York.  In 
March,  1913,  he  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Eleanor  Story  Ramsdell,  by 
whom  he  has  five  children :  Suzanne,  Seward  A.,  Jr.,  Sally,  Peter  Van  Ness 
and  Eleanor. 

The  long,  active  and  conspicuously  useful  career  of  Adelbert  Moot  was 
brought  to  a  close  September  12,  1929,  when  he  was  seventy-four  years  of 
age.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Moot,  who  has  continued  to  make  her  home 
in  Buffalo,  where  her  many  admirable  qualities  have  gained  for  her  the 
esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

In  their  memorial  of  October  18,  1929,  the  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Bar  Association  paid  the  following  tribute  to  Mr.  Moot.  “In  the  midst  of 
the  unrest  and  important  business  which  crowd  our  days,  it  is  well  that 
we  pause  for  a  quiet  moment  in  reflection  upon  him  who  in  the  past  has 
met  with  us  of  this  association,  but  who  has  now  obeyed  the  summons 
which  admits  of  no  refusal.  A  great  lawyer,  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  and 
steadfast  friend  has  gone.  No  language  of  ours  can  tell  the  value  of  such 
a  man  as  he  to  the  profession  of  the  law.  He  is  its  defense ;  he  is  its  hope ; 
it  lives  with  him  and  in  his  death  it  loses  part  of  its  glory.  Nor  the  worth 
of  his  citizenship :  In  such  as  he  civilization  finds  a  real  medium  for  ad¬ 
vancement  and  humanity  an  untiring  champion  of  its  best  interests.  Nor 
the  inestimable  quality  of  his  brotherhood,  for  who  can  fill  in  our  hearts 
the  space  which  he  vacated?  We  love  to  think  of  him,  like  that  patriarch 
of  old,  with  eye  undimmed  nor  natural  force  abated,  a  strong  and  vigor¬ 
ous  man,  reaching  the  last  days  of  earthly  life,  with  a  record  of  steady 
and  valiant  service,  full  of  hope  and  courage  and  faith.  .  . 

“The  array  of  Mr.  Moot’s  interest  and  activities  is  formidable.  He 
was  broadly  cultured  and  his  vision  stretched  to  the  far  horizons.  His 
soul  was  unsatisfied  except  as  he  became  a  part  of  the  civic  and  social 
life  about  him.  He  did  not  confine  himself  to  service  alone,  but  to  its 
charities  and  to  the  needs  of  its  individuals  he  contributed  of  his  means 
without  stint.  The  ideals  he  saw,  he  made  a  part  of  his  personal  character 
and  he  carried  them  also  into  his  home, — a  home,  by  the  way,  which  for 
loyalty  and  fine  rugged  character  might  well  serve  as  a  model  for  all  of 
America. 

“Great  as  was  his  legal  ability,  valuable  as  were  his  civic  associations, 
Mr.  Moot,  nevertheless,  had  no  nobler  talent  than  his  capacity  for  friend¬ 
ship.  After  all  has  been  said  regarding  his  skill  and  industry,  the  fact 
remains  that  it  is  the  deprivation  of  this  friendship  which  bows  our  heads 
and  strikes  our  hearts  with  grief.  As  some  one  has  said  of  him,  ‘He  was 
a  good  neighbor  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  those  who  walked  and 
talked  with  him  in  his  own  community.’  Some  men  cloak  greatness  with 
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a  mantle  of  austerity;  some  men  of  large  affairs  become  completely  en¬ 
grossed  in  their  own  enterprises.  Not  so,  Adelbert  Moot.  He  ever  found 
leisure  to  listen  patiently  to  one  seeking  advice  and  help.  His  kindliness 
and  tolerance  made  him  always  accessible.  He  gave  ear  with  warm  sym¬ 
pathy,  leaving  affection  in  its  wake.  How  many  of  his  students,  in  years 
after  graduation,  were  pleased  and  encouraged  upon  receipt  of  his  con¬ 
gratulations  for  some  accomplishment!  How  many  of  the  younger  men 
of  the  bar  he  influenced  in  their  attitude  toward  the  practice  of  their  pro¬ 
fession!  How  many  of  mature  years  relied  upon  him,  unchanging  in 
his  friendship !  As  his  greatness  as  a  lawyer  depended  on  no  single  liti¬ 
gation,  but  rather  on  the  steady  quality  of  his  practice,  so  his  nobility  as 
a  friend  was  made  up  of  the  innumerable  small  kindnesses  of  his  every 
day  life  and  the  constancy  of  his  devotion.  This  was  his  pearl  of  greatest 
price.  In  this  we  feel  confident  he  found  his  greatest  satisfaction. 

“His  life  has  been  a  great  example.  It  has  taught  us  that  profound 
learning  should  not  destroy  plainness  of  speech  or  understanding,  that  con¬ 
summate  skill  may  be  exercised  through  the  medium  of  a  single  technique, 
that  large  achievements  need  no  ostentation,  that  complexity  of  interests 
may  exist  beside  plain  habits,  and  that,  above  all,  a  well  rounded  life  needs 
the  heart  of  a  man,  prompting  him  to  love  and  generously  serve  his  fel¬ 
lows. 

“Great  lawyer,  good  citizen,  kind  and  steadfast  friend,  hail  and  fare¬ 
well  !” 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Moot  the  following  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  John  Finley  appeared  in  the  New  York  Times:  “This  state  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  able  and  useful  citizens  in  the  death  of  Adelbert  Moot  of 
Buffalo.  He  was  a  vigorous  fighter  in  many  good  causes.  For  seventeen 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  regents  and  during  the  last 
eight  years  was  its  vice  chancellor.  In  all  that  time  he  gave  unstintedly, 
and  with  unusual  zeal  and  understanding,  of  his  time  and  effort  to  the 
improvement  of  educational  interests  in  the  state.  His  knowledge  pene¬ 
trated  to  every  corner  of  the  state’s  concern  for  its  children.  He  was 
himself  born  in  the  country,  and  tramped  a  mile  and  a  half  to  school 
through  swamp  and  wood ;  and  though  he  lived  in  the  city  most  of  his  life, 
he  continued  to  take  special  interest  in  the  welfare  of  country  people  and 
their  children.  This  testified  to  his  loyalty  to  those  who  have  not  had 
their  full  share  in  the  educational,  social  and  economical  advantages  of 
the  state.  He  was  particularly  active  in  behalf  of  a  larger  state  appro¬ 
priation  in  support  of  the  public  schools,  so  that  the  burden  would  be  more 
nearly  equalized  over  the  state.  He  urged  it  for  the  cities,  some  of  which 
had  reached  or  approached  the  constitutional  tax  limit,  and  for  the  coun¬ 
try  districts  as  well,  many  of  which  could  not  from  their  meagre  resources 
give  their  children  educational  opportunities  equal  to  those  of  children  of 
the  wealthier  districts.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  this  policy 
adopted  by  the  state.  The  appropriations  were  increased  tenfold.  He 
also  gave  especial  attention  to  raising  the  standards  of  admission  to  pro¬ 
fessional  studies  and  to  the  professions  themselves.  Even  the  varied  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  this  office  did  not  bound  his  public  activities.  He  was 
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active  in  the  State  Bar  Association  and  had  the  distinction  of  being  its 
president.  He  was  for  four  years  vice  president  of  the  American  Uni¬ 
tarian  Conference  and  in  Justice  Taft’s  absence  acted  as  its  president. 
He  was,  above  all  else,  interested  in  what  might  be  called  humaneness  to 
man  and  beast.  He  was  a  stanch  but  independent  republican,  strong  for 
the  World  Court,  opposed  to  Tariff  tinkering’  at  the  behest  of  selfish  in¬ 
terests,  and  a  ‘liberal’  in  the  highest  definition  of  the  word.  The  whole 
state  and  the  nation  suffer  loss  in  the  going  of  such  a  citizen.” 


RAYMOND  GEORGE  URBAN 

Raymond  George  Urban,  member  of  one  of  the  well  established  pioneer 
families  of  Buffalo,  has  gained  a  creditable  position  in  the  ranks  of  the 
younger  business  men  of  the  city,  being  now  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  M.  H.  Birge  &  Sons  Company  at  390  Niagara  street.  He  was  born 
in  this  city  April  1,  1895,  a  son  of  William  Charles  and  Louise  (Burgard) 
Urban,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Raymond  G.  Urban  attended  the  Central  high  school,  the  Nichols 
School  of  Buffalo  and  Union  College.  He  left  the  last  named  in  the  spring 
of  1917  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  American  Field  Service  with 
the  French  Army,  and  later  he  was  transferred  to  the  American  Army 
after  the  United  States  entered  the  war  against  Germany.  He  was  com¬ 
missioned  second  lieutenant  on  detached  service  with  the  French,  and 
during  his  stay  in  France  won  high  commendation  for  his  valor.  Return¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States,  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  1919.  He  was 
then  associated  with  the  George  Urban  Milling  Company  for  a  brief 
period,  after  which  he  entered  business  for  himself.  Later  he  accepted 
a  position  with  M.  H.  Birge  &  Sons  Company,  and  is  now  assistant  super¬ 
intendent.  Mr.  Urban  is  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity,  and 
the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  an  Episcopalian. 

In  1921,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Raymond  G.  Urban  and  Marian 
White  of  Buffalo,  daughter  of  Seymour  P.  White,  a  sketch  of  whom  is 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Urban  was  educated  in  the  Franklin 
school  of  Buffalo,  and  at  Dobbs  Ferry.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Junior 
League  and  the  Garret  Club.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Urban  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  Seymour  White,  Raymond  George,  and  Lawrence 
Dunbar  Urban.  The  family  residence  is  at  878  West  Ferry  street. 


GEORGE  J.  MEYER 

The  career  of  the  late  George  J.  Meyer,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was 
typical  of  the  successful  American  citizen,  who  is  guided  by  high  ambition 
and  notable  energy,  and  actuated  by  the  best  ideals  and  impulses.  In  the 
later  years  of  his  life  he  was  the  president  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  important 
concerns,  the  George  J.  Meyer  Malt  and  Grain  Corporation,  which  he 
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founded,  but  he  was  equally  well  known  for  his  public-spirited  conception 
of  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  community.  His  philanthropic  acts  and 
his  marked  patriotism  during  the  participation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  World  war  moulded  his  fine  reputation  quite  as  much  as  his  honorable 
business  achievements,  and  during  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  he 
served  efficiently  as  postmaster  of  Buffalo.  In  social  spheres,  in  clubs  and 
organizations,  he  was  a  predominant  figure,  and  his  personality  was  such 
as  to  gain  for  him  hosts  of  friends  over  all  of  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

George  J.  Meyer  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  19,  1866,  and  his  parents 
were  native  born  Germans,  who  settled  here  during  the  early  days.  Mr. 
Meyer  had  a  limited  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Buffalo,  and 
during  his  youth  worked  as  an  office  boy  and  clerk  for  the  American  Malt¬ 
ing  Company  of  this  city.  Later  he  was  employed  by  the  Charles  G. 
Curtis  Malting  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  many  years,  having 
become  vice  president  of  the  company.  Subsequently  Mr.  Meyer  formed 
the  Niagara  Malting  Company,  and  was  president  during  the  year  of  its 
existence.  In  1907  he  established  the  George  J.  Meyer  Malt  and  Grain 
Corporation,  of  which  he  was  the  sole  owner.  He  had  one  of  the  most 
modern  factories  and  warehouses  in  western  New  York,  situated  at  1314 
Niagara  street,  where  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  front¬ 
age  on  Niagara  street,  back  to  the  railroad  tracks  two  hundred  feet,  with 
six  hundred  and  eighty  feet  on  the  tracks  to  the  canal.  Mr.  Meyer  was 
active  until  the  time  of  his  death,  July  13,  1919. 

He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Buffalo,  July  21,  1916,  to  fill  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  William  F.  Kasting,  and  retained  the  office  as  long  as  he 
lived.  He  had  been  chairman  of  the  Erie  county  democratic  committee 
during  the  years  1915-16,  but  had  not  previously  held  office  within  the 
gift  of  the  party.  He  was  one  of  New  York’s  four  delegates-at-large  to 
the  democratic  national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1916,  which  nominated 
Woodrow  Wilson  for  the  presidency.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Niagara 
Life  Insurance  Company,  also  a  director  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo. 
He  was  actively  interested  in  the  preservation  for  posterity  of  the  natural 
beauties  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  was  a  commissioner  of  the  state  reserva¬ 
tion  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Meyer  was  granted  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  by 
Canisius  College  of  Buffalo,  and  he  was  a  loyal  communicant  of  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the  World  war  period, 
when  the  United  States  was  engaged,  he  performed  a  notable  act,  and  set 
an  example  to  those  holding  office  under  the  government  during  time  of 
stress,  which  will  always  be  associated  with  Buffalo’s  memory  of  this  dis¬ 
tinguished  citizen.  He  gave  his  entire  salary  of  six  thousand  dollars  a 
year  as  postmaster  to  the  Red  Cross,  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
other  charities  connected  with  the  war  service.  Mr.  Meyer  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Illinois  Athletic 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Orphans  Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Saengerbund.  He  was 
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musical  by  nature,  and  his  nine  children  were  likewise  musically  inclined. 
The  father  and  children  organized  an  orchestra  among  themselves,  and 
for  a  long  period  an  hour’s  practice  every  evening  after  dinner  was  the 
customary  rule. 

George  J.  Meyer  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Killinger,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Antonia  Killinger.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  George  H. 
Meyer,  who  died  in  1924,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  married  Anna  Mc¬ 
Guire,  and  their  children  were  Ann  Louise,  Rita  Marie,  and  Dorris  Jane. 
He  was  made  president  of  the  George  J.  Meyer  Malt  and  Grain  Corpora¬ 
tion  in  1919,  and  so  continued  until  his  demise.  Mary  Meyer  became  the 
wife  of  Edward  E.  Frauenheim,  an  auditor  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three 
children,  George  Meyer,  Edward  E.  Jr.,  and  John  A.  Leo  P.  Meyer,  who 
married  Lillian  Doyle  of  Buffalo,  is  now  president  of  the  George  J.  Meyer 
Malt  and  Grain  Corporation,  and  also  president  of  the  Monarch  and  Seneca 
elevators.  Eugene  J.  Meyer  attended  the  parochial  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
Canisius  College,  and  then  entered  his  father’s  office.  He  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  business  since,  and  in  1919  was  made  treasurer  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  married  Julia  Stuart  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children, 
George  J.,  Mary  Jane,  and  Eugene  J.  Jr.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Park  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Alex¬ 
ander  C.  Meyer,  who  is  vice  president  and  secretary  of  the  George  J. 
Meyer  Malt  and  Grain  Corporation,  also  secretary  of  the  Monarch  and 
Seneca  elevators,  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  the  Buffalo  Luncheon  Club.  Irene  H.  Meyer,  who  is 
interested  in  art,  is  a  graduate  of  Notre  Dame  College  at  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  has  traveled  extensively  over  the  United  States  and  Europe. 


CHRISTIAN  KLINCK 

Since  the  year  1868,  the  name  of  Klinck  has  been  closely  associated 
with  the  meat  packing  industry  of  Buffalo,  and  one  of  the  notable  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  representative  German  family  was  the  late  Christian  Klinck, 
the  second  of  the  name  to  be  identified  with  the  business  in  this  city.  He 
possessed  all  of  the  fine  and  enduring  qualities  of  his  race;  being  indus¬ 
trious,  thrifty,  courageous  and  unyielding  in  the  face  of  adversity.  His 
youthful  years  were  not  easy  ones,  but  he  persisted  in  his  endeavors,  and 
during  his  active  life  he  developed  a  business  of  importance  and  of  large 
extent. 

Mr.  Klinck  was  born  in  1847,  in  the  Bavarian  valley  of  Schoenenburg, 
Germany,  and  in  the  Fatherland  he  received  a  common  school  education. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  when  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
was  poor,  but  eventual  success  was  inevitable  to  one  of  his  character  and 
determination.  He  first  went  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  a 
brief  period,  then  came  directly  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  his  uncle,  also  named  Christian  Klinck,  who  was  the  founder  of  the 
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meat  packing  business  which  bears  his  name.  The  uncle  was  born  in 
Schoenenburg,  Germany,  February  6,  1833,  but  moved  to  the  city  of 
Zweibrucken,  and  to  Rhenish  Bavaria  in  1849,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  butchering.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1850,  settling  in  Buffalo, 
and  here  in  1868  established  a  pork  packing  business  on  Depot  street. 
This  industry  grew  amazingly,  and  in  course  of  time  his  plant  covered 
eighteen  acres,  and  he  employed  three  hundred  men.  He  was  also  a  very 
prominent  figure  in  local  civic  and  political  affairs.  He  served  as  aider- 
man  from  the  thirteenth  ward  of  Buffalo  in  1862-65 ;  was  elected  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council  in  1893 ;  and  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of 
councilmen  on  January  6,  1896.  He  was  a  director  of  the  old  Citizens 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  was  president  of  St.  John’s  Asylum,  and  was  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Live  Stock  Exchange. 

Christian  Klinck,  of  this  review,  had  a  brother,  Charles  Klinck,  a 
native  of  Schoenenburg,  Germany,  who  came  to  Buffalo  in  1872  and,  like 
his  brother  Christian,  was  equipped  with  little  funds,  but  with  a  per¬ 
sistent  determination  to  succeed.  Both  Christian  and  Charles  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  their  uncle,  and  thus  learned  the  process  of  packing  meat  and 
marketing  the  product.  In  1882  they  embarked  in  business  for  them¬ 
selves  in  a  small  way,  at  the  Howard  street  site,  where  the  enlarged  plant 
is  now  situated.  Steadily  the  business  developed  under  their  skilled  man¬ 
agement  and  for  a  number  of  years  they  were  the  third  largest  beef  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Later  they  added  pork  packing,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1897  purchased  the  packing  house  of  Joseph  Roland,  thereby 
increasing  their  capacity  one-half.  During  the  late  ’90s,  their  weekly 
output  was  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  twelve  hundred  hogs.  Charles 
Klinck  died  in  1921  and  Christian  Klinck  then  bought  his  interest  from 
the  estate,  after  which  the  business  was  incorporated  with  the  latter  as 
president,  in  which  office  he  continued  until  his  death,  January  2,  1929. 
Norman  Klinck  Diefenbach,  a  grandson,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  publication,  then  became  president  of  the  company,  and 
Rudolph  Klinck,  a  nephew,  became  vice  president. 

Christian  Klinck  was  married  to  Caroline  Laux,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  who  died  in  1899.  Their  only  child,  Ida,  married  William 
Diefenbach  and  died  in  Buffalo,  leaving  one  son,  Norman  Klinck  Diefen¬ 
bach.  Mr.  Klinck’s  second  wife,  Emily  Frey,  was  born  at  Gardenville, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  Frey,  of  whom  the 
former  died  September  10,  1919,  and  the  latter  February  12,  1906.  Both 
were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer  and 
cabinetmaker.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Andrew  and  Catherine  Frey : 
Elizabeth,  who  died  January  2,  1915,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Beman,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Jennie  Florence,  Raymond  Arthur, 
and  Emma  Mabel  Beman ;  George,  who  died  March  23,  1922,  was  a  dental 
surgeon  of  Buffalo,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1893  married  Helen  Lacey,  by  whom  he  was  the  father  of  a  daughter, 
Frances;  Andrew,  who  died  September  27,  1903,  resided  on  the  home 
farm ;  Louise  C.,  the  widow  of  Robert  Roth,  who  died  March  23,  1917, 
resides  in  Buffalo,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Louise  E. ;  Emily, 
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who  is  the  widow  of  Christian  Klinck,  was  born  March  23,  1875,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Gardenville,  New  York.  Jacob  M.,  born 
May  2,  1877,  was  married  in  1901  to  Margaret  Donigan  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Virginia;  Albert,  born  February 
25,  1879,  a  graduate  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  now  a 
successful  practicing  physician  at  59  Linwood  avenue,  Buffalo,  was  mar¬ 
ried  first  to  Clara  Ballou  of  Gardenville,  New  York,  who  is  now  deceased, 
and  by  whom  he  was  the  father  of  a  daughter,  Annette.  Dr.  Frey  was 
married  secondly  to  Constance  Kendricks,  a  native  of  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey. 

Rudolph  Klinck,  nephew  of  Christian  Klinck,  and  vice  president  of 
the  packing  house  business  which  the  latter  founded,  was  born  January 
23,  1890,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
his  uncle.  During  the  World  war,  he  enlisted  at  Buffalo,  trained  at  Camp 
Dix,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  while  at  this  place,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  work  in  this  city.  He  is  a  member  of  Modesta  Lodge, 
No.  340,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Meadowbrook  Country  Club,  and  Christ  Lutheran 
Church.  He  married  Lydia  Huth,  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Frederick  Huth. 


william  r.  McConnell 

During  the  thirty  years  of  his  association  with  the  Buffalo  bar  William 
R.  McConnell  has  steadily  advanced  in  the  field  of  professional  service, 
establishing  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  advocate  and  counselor.  He 
was  born  in  Berlin,  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  September  13,  1868,  a  son  of 
John  S.  and  Elizabeth  Rebecca  (Stuckey)  McConnell.  His  grandparents, 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Smith)  McConnell,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
both  died  in  Berlin,  Ohio.  John  S.  McConnell  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  demise  occurred  in  Fred- 
ericktown,  Knox  county,  Ohio,  where  he  had  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  also  dealt  in  live  stock.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  died  in  Frederick- 
town.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Stuckey,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

William  R.  McConnell  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  village 
school  near  his  home  and  was  next  a  pupil  in  the  Fredericktown  high 
school.  While  attending  the  University  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  he  taught 
school  and  remained  in  the  Buckeye  state  until  1892,  when  he  journeyed 
eastward  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  worked  for  Walbridge  &  Company,  a  whole¬ 
sale  hardware  firm,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a  course  of  study  in  the 
law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
May  22,  1899,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  1900  he  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar  and  began  practice  in  Buffalo  with  the  law  firm  of  Wilcox 
&  Miner,  which  later  became  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen.  In  1924  he  severed 
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his  relations  with  that  organization  to  become  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Stone  &  McConnell — an  association  that  has  since  been  maintained.  In 
connection  with  his  large  general  practice,  Mr.  McConnell  organized  the 
Kensington  Savings  &  Loan  Association,  the  Income  'Property  Corpora¬ 
tion,  and  the  Bank  of  Blasdell  in  Erie  county.  He  is  well  versed  in  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence  and  is  considered  an  authority  on  finance  in 
its  legal  aspect.  Much  time,  thought  and  effort  are  expended  upon  the 
preparation  of  his  cases  and  his  arguments  are  marked  by  clearness,  logic 
and  force. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1905,  Mr.  McConnell  was  married  in  Buffalo 
to  Miss  Caroline  Giess,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Hoffman)  Giess, 
who  were  lifelong  residents  of  the  city.  A  stanch  republican,  Mr.  Giess 
was  active  in  behalf  of  the  party  and  at  one  time  was  a  clerk  in  the  city 
treasurer’s  office.  Mrs.  McConnell  was  born  in  Buffalo  and  here  obtained 
a  high  school  education.  She  belongs  to  the  Town  Club  and  has  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Third  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist  in  Buffalo,  of  which  Mr. 
McConnell  is  also  a  member.  During  the  World  war  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Erie  county  organization  of  Four-Minute  speakers  and  thus  aided 
in  promoting  the  success  of  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  campaigns. 
He  votes  with  the  republican  party  but  is  not  active  in  politics,  having  no 
desire  for  public  office.  He  is  a  past  noble  grand  of  Marine  Lodge,  No. 
238,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Equality  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  and 
Delta  Chi,  a  legal  fraternity.  Along  strictly  professional  lines  his  con¬ 
nection  is  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  In  his  leisure  hours 
he  plays  golf  and  also  enjoys  traveling  when  the  opportunity  affords.  A 
lawyer  by  instinct  as  well  as  training,  Mr.  McConnell  has  a  strong  sense 
of  his  responsibilities  in  this  connection  and  the  course  which  he  has  ever 
followed  is  one  which  reflects  credit  and  honor  upon  the  legal  profession. 


EMIL  C.  BEYER 

Emil  C.  Beyer,  the  directing  head  of  the  organization  known  as  the 
Beyer  Accountants,  received  thorough  training  in  his  calling  before  enter¬ 
ing  the  business  and  is  regarded  as  an  unusually  expert  and  reliable 
accountant.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  February  24,  1878,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  H.  and  Margaret  (Martin)  Beyer,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  William  H.  Beyer  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Buffalo  and  was  a  son  of  William  Beyer.  To  William  H.  and  Margaret 
Beyer  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Emil  C.;  William  T. ;  Florence 
L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Leslie  Reid ;  and  Arthur  H. 

Emil  C.  Beyer  attended  public  schools  Nos.  12  and  47  and  the  high 
school,  after  which  he  took  a  course  in  a  business  college.  He  took  up 
his  studies  in  accountancy  at  the  Buffalo  Business  University,  Lasalle 
Extension  University  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  School 
of  Business,  after  which  he  enrolled  for  further  study  in  that  line  in  a 
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national  educational  organization,  completing  the  course.  He  supple¬ 
mented  this  with  further  study  and  in  November,  1918,  entered  upon  his 
career  as  a  public  accountant.  He  soon  won  a  large  and  select  clientele 
and  his  business  has  steadily  increased  to  its  present  proportions,  neces¬ 
sitating  the  employment  of  a  large  staff  of  highly  trained  expert  account¬ 
ants.  He  maintains  a  suite  of  offices  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building. 

Mr.  Beyer  was  united  in  marriage,  June  21,  1905,  to  Miss  Emma 
Leininger,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Nehrbass)  Leininger,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Irma  F.,  who  was  graduated  from 
Cornell  University,  class  of  ’29,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and 
Linus  A.,  deceased.  Mr.  Beyer  is  a  member  of  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  is  high  priest  of  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71, 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  has  received  distinctive  preferment  in  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  past  grand  of  the  subordinate 
lodge,  a  past  chief  patriarch  of  the  encampment  and  a  past  district  deputy 
grand  patriarch,  and  he  belongs  to  the  canton.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  high  ideals  and  his  business  career  has  been  conducted  on  a 
plane  which  has  gained  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  those  who 
have  had  dealings  with  him.  His  residence  is  at  55  Woodlawn  avenue. 


NORMAN  E.  MACK 

The  name  of  Norman  E.  Mack  figures  prominently  in  the  journalistic 
annals  of  western  New  York,  for  he  has  to  his  credit  a  half  century  of 
service  as  editor  and  publisher  of  The  Buffalo  Sunday  Times  and  The 
Buffalo  Evening  Times.  We  print  in  part  the  vivid  and  interesting  review 
of  his  career  which  appeared  in  the  former  publication  under  date  of 
May  26,  1929,  at  the  time  of  his  retirement.  John  S.  V.  Bowen  wrote : 
“The  great  measure  of  success  that  has  come  to  Mr.  Mack  has  been 
achieved  by  years  of  honest  endeavor,  by  years  of  faithful,  loyal  and 
unselfish  devotion  to  the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  his  fellow  citizens 
and  the  city  of  his  adoption ;  as  evidence  of  this,  consider  the  wonderful 
development  of  The  Times  establishment.  Truly  the  growth  of  The  Times 
has  kept  pace  with  the  expansion  of  the  Queen  C.ity  of  the  Lakes ;  the 
Electric  City ;  the  Power  City ;  the  Flour  City ;  the  city  of  many  diversified 
industries ;  the  city  of  homes  and  truly  the  City  Beautiful ;  the  great 
international  city  of  the  near  future.  And  thus  we  realize  the  culmination 
of  Mr.  Mack’s  far-visioned  objective,  from  1879  to  1929 — fifty  years  of 
steady  progress — to  the  goal  of  his  youthful  ambition,  a  greater  Times 
for  a  Greater  Buffalo.” 

Norman  E.  Mack  was  born  in  the  village  of  West  Williams,  Ontario, 
Canada,  July  24,  1858.  His  parents  originally  settled  in  Cass  City,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  his  father  was  a  successful  farmer,  having  previously  and  until 
the  year  1868  been  engaged  as  a  prominent  contractor.  When  in  his  early 
teens  Norman  E.  Mack  went  to  the  nearby  village  of  Pontiac,  Michigan, 
where  he  found  employment  in  a  mercantile  establishment  and  learned 
the  rudiments  of  clerking  and  incidentally  the  art  of  wielding  a  broom  to 
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keep  the  store  looking  tidy  and  sanitary.  When  he  was  only  fourteen 
years  old  this  resolute  youth  and  molder  of  his  fortune  felt  the  appeal  to 
fare  forth  and  his  inclination  attracted  him,  in  1872,  to  proceed  to  the 
city  of  Chicago,  then  just  rising  Phoenix-like  from  the  ashes  of  the 
gigantic  conflagration  of  the  preceding  year.  He  found  employment  in 
Chicago  as  an  advertising  solicitor  and  distributor  and  incidentally  this 
was  his  first  introduction  to  advertising’s  chief  mainstay,  journalism. 
Thus  for  the  next  two  years  the  young  adventurer  in  business  devoted  his 
talents  to  advertising  in  Chicago  and  Detroit.  In  1874  Norman  E.  Mack 
got  his  first  glimpse  of  Buffalo  and  the  appearance  of  the  town  and  its 
manifold  opportunities  must  have  appealed  to  him  irresistibly.  For  the 
next  four  years  he  engaged  in  various  enterprises,  most  allied  with  adver¬ 
tising  and  newspapers.  In  1878,  learning  that  the  budding  city  of  James¬ 
town,  on  Lake  Chautauqua,  was  ripe  for  a  local  newspaper,  he  journeyed 
to  that  busy  industrial  town  and  started  the  publication  of  the  Jamestown 
Sunday  Gazette.  He  published  that  weekly  for  the  period  of  a  year,  when 
he  sold  it  advantageously  and  returned  to  the  city  of  his  dreams,  Buffalo. 

Buffalo  at  that  time  had  two  or  three  Sunday  newspapers  struggling 
for  existence,  but  undaunted,  the  ambitious  young  publisher  resolved  to 
supply  the  city  of  Buffalo  with  his  idea  of  what  a  real  Sunday  newspaper 
should  be,  so  on  September  7,  1879,  was  published  the  first  number  of 
The  Buffalo  Sunday  Times.  Incidentally  one  of  the  pioneer  publishers 
here  at  that  time,  the  late  Colonel  John  B.  Adams,  suspended  publication 
of  his  sheet  and  assumed  editorial  direction  of  the  new  and  wide-awake 
Sunday  Times.  Soon  thereafter  the  Sunday  Herald,  another  competitor 
in  the  Sunday  field,  ceased  to  exist,  and  for  many  years  the  chief  rivals 
in  the  Sunday  field  were  The  Times  and  the  old  Sunday  News,  and  the 
voluntary  suspension  of  the  Sunday  News  quickly  established  The  Sunday 
Times  as  an  influential  and  prominent  Sunday  journal  in  western  New 
York.  The  original  Sunday  Times  was  a  large  so-called  “blanket-sheet” 
type  of  newspaper,  four  pages,  and  advertising  in  those  days  was  difficult 
to  get  and  equally  difficult  to  retain.  .  .  .  The  Sunday  Times,  after 

leaving  its  first  office  at  192-194  Main  street,  was  published  on  a  small 
cylinder  flat-bed  printing  press,  in  the  basement  of  the  John  B.  Weber 
building  at  Nos.  48-50  East  Seneca  street,  with  the  editorial  rooms,  office, 
etc.,  on  the  first  floor.  The  Sunday  Times  in  its  days  of  swaddling  clothes, 
figuratively  speaking,  sold  for  three  cents,  then  for  five  cents,  and  it  was 
during  the  World  war,  when  newsprint  paper  was  scarce  and  exceedingly 
high-priced,  that  the  price  went  up  to  ten  cents.  The  circulation  of  The 
Sunday  Times  lingered  around  the  four  thousand  to  five  thousand  mark 
and  great  was  the  rejoicing  in  The  Times  offices  when  the  circulation  mark 
went  up  to  nine  thousand,  thereafter  steadily  mounting  to  unprecedented 
numbers. 

The  early  and  marked  success  of  The  Sunday  Times  prompted  Mr. 
Mack  to  consider  the  publication  of  a  daily  afternoon  newspaper  and  the 
founder  of  The  Sunday  Times,  on  September  13,  1883,  started  publication 
of  The  Buffalo  Evening  Times.  The  success  of  Mr.  Mack’s  venture  into 
the  field  of  daily  journalism  was  ‘by  no  means  instantaneous  or  phe- 
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nomenal,  for  newspaper  success  is  not  won  in  that  manner,  rather  the 
two  great  newspapers  of  today,  The  Buffalo  Sunday  Times  and  The  Buf¬ 
falo  Evening  Times,  attained  their  present  popular  favor  by  hard,  ener¬ 
getic  and  incessant  endeavor;  by  Mr.  Mack’s  policy  of  making  his  news¬ 
papers  clean,  bright,  newsy  and  always  taking  sides  with  the  great  mass 
of  the  common  people  in  non-political  and  controversial  matters  in  which 
the  taxpayers,  the  homemakers  and  business  interests  were  concerned. 
Soon  after  its  inception  The  Buffalo  Evening  Times  became  a  strong  and 
unswerving  exponent  and  advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  policies, 
beginning  in  1884  by  supporting  Grover  Cleveland  for  the  presidency.  It 
became  the  only  democratic  daily  in  western  New  York  and  for  many 
years  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  party  in  state  and 
nation.  The  democratic  party,  in  many  ways,  showed  its  earnest  and 
hearty  appreciation  of  Mr.  Mack’s  labors  in  behalf  of  the  party  he  has 
served  long  and  well,  by  bestowing  such  laurels  of  leadership  upon  him 
as  he  deigned  to  accept.  The  late  Hon.  Truman  C.  White,  a  distinguished 
lawyer,  jurist  and  local  historian,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  New  York 
state  supreme  court  and  a  fair-minded  republican,  wrote  this  about  Mr. 
Mack  as  far  back  as  1897 : 

“The  Times,  under  Mr.  Norman  E.  Mack,  has  always  stood  for  the 
best  elements  of  municipal  government,  and  has  been  a  power  in  reform 
movements  and  public  progress.  It  has  achieved  many  important 
victories,  among  the  most  noted  of  which  was  the  campaign  of  1897,  when 
it  alone,  of  all  the  other  English  papers  in  the  city  advocated  the  principles 
of  the  triumphant  party  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  causing  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Conrad  Diehl  as  mayor.  Mr.  Mack  has  always  been  an 
unswerving  democrat,  and  has  ably  expounded  the  principles  of  his  party 
in  his  newspapers.” 

As  early  as  1892,  Mr.  Mack  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  democratic 
national  convention  and  he  has  thus  represented  his  city  and  state  at 
every  national  and  state  convention  held  since  that  time.  Prior  to  his 
selection  as  a  national  delegate  he  was  for  two  terms  a  member  of  the  New 
York  state  democratic  committee  and  since  the  year  1900  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  democratic  national  committee  as  the  New  York  state 
representative  and  in  the  year  1908  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  the 
national  committee  and  entrusted  with  the  great  responsibility  of  officially 
managing  the  national  political  campaign  that  momentous  year.  For 
many  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  party’s  national  executive 
committee.  In  1912  Mr.  Mack  was  chairman  of  the  national  committee, 
a  member  of  the  national  committee  and  chairman  of  the  state  committee, 
a  unique  honor  never  before  held  by  any  man  in  politics.  Mr.  Mack  stead¬ 
fastly  adhered  to  his  policy  of  not  seeking  public  office  of  any  kind, 
although  he  was  often  besought  to  accept  ambassadorial,  gubernatorial 
and  senatorial  honors,  but  persistently  declined  to  consider  all  such  prof¬ 
fers  of  his  party  friends  and  admirers.  Only  once  did  he  yield  to  the  call 
to  official  public  service  and  that  was  in  1891.  In  that  year  Charles  F. 
Bishop,  then  mayor  of  Buffalo,  nominated  Mr.  Mack  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  park  commission  and  he  quite  reluctantly  accepted  the  nomina- 
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tion.  At  that  time  Sherman  S.  Jewett  was  president  of  the  park  board 
and  Mr.  Mack’s  fellow  commissioners  included  such  well  known  Buffalon- 
ians  as  Bronson  C.  Rumsey,  James  R.  Smith,  Daniel  O’Day,  William 
Hengerer,  Britain  Holmes,  Louis  Zittel,  N.  Worth  Ransom,  Jacob  Hassel- 
beck,  Michael  Nellany,  John  Mayer,  General  John  C.  Graves,  Augustus  F. 
Scheu  and  James  A.  Roberts. 

When  Mr.  Mack  started  the  publication  of  his  evening  newspaper  he 
removed  his  printing  plant,  business  offices  and  editorial  rooms  to  the 
Times  building,  Nos.  191-193  Main  street,  occupying  the  entire  building, 
through  to  Washington  street.  As  the  papers  grew  in  circulation  and 
popular  favor,  the  plant  expanded  tremendously  and  a  few  years  since 
Mr.  Mack  acquired  the  properties  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Times 
building  on  the  south  and  North  sides,  the  property  to  the  north  being 
the  splendidly  constructed  seven-story  block  formerly  the  home  of  the 
Courier  Lithograph  Company  and  the  Courier  newspaper  under  such 
famous  publishers  as  Warren,  Johnson  &  Company,  Charles  W.  McCune 
and  George  Bleistein.  In  this  great  building,  extending  through  to  Wash¬ 
ington  street,  are  installed  the  unexcelled  press  room,  stereotyping  depart¬ 
ments,  composing  room,  editorial  rooms,  photo-engraving  and  business 
departments.  The  marvelous  growth  of  The  Times  plant  is  best  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mack’s  pay-roll  has  steadily  increased  from  a  dozen 
or  so  in  1879  to  approximately  four  hundred  today,  not  including  the  corps 
of  news-agents,  newsboys,  etc. 

In  the  year  of  1911,  when  John  A.  Dix  was  governor  of  the  state,  Mr. 
Mack  was  chosen  as  chairman  of  the  New  York  State  Panama-Pacific 
commission  to  represent  this  state  at  the  great  San  Francisco  Exposition. 
Mr.  Mack  spent  nearly  five  years  work  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  state.  In  1915,  the  year  the  Exposition  opened,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mack  and  their  family  went  to  San  Francisco  via  the  Panama  canal  and 
for  one  year  lived  in  the  New  York  state  building,  which  had  been  erected 
by  Mr.  Mack  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Here 
they  entertained  lavishly.  In  extending  the  hospitality  of  the  Empire 
state  to  millions  of  visitors,  Mrs.  Mack  was  one  of  the  most  popular  of 
the  array  of  brilliant  women  presiding  as  hostesses  at  various  functions. 
Included  in  the  guests  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack  entertained  were :  former  Presi¬ 
dent  William  Howard  Taft,  General  George  W.  Goethals,  former  Governor 
Charles  S.  Whitman,  former  Governor  Martin  H.  Glynn  and  many  other 
eminent  persons.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Exposition  members  of  the 
commission  tendered  a  banquet  to  Mr.  Mack. 

Mr.  Mack  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Buffalo  Press  Club, 
organized  in  the  mid  ’80s,  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Press  C  ub 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  National  Democratic  Club  of  New  York,  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  National  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
many  other  organizations. 

On  December  22,  1891,  Mr.  Mack  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  B.  Tag¬ 
gart,  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  H.  and  Frances  (Tuthill)  Taggart.  They 
have  two  daughters  surviving:  Mrs.  Norma  Mack  Metz;  and  Harriet 
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Frances,  wife  of  Stuart  Cary  Welch,  business  manager  of  The  Times, 
who  is  vice  president  and  assistant  business  manager  of  the  Scripps- 
Howard  organization.  One  daughter,  Frances  Taggart  Mack,  died  in 
infancy. 

In  reviewing  thus  briefly  the  long  and  happy  newspaper  career  of  Mr. 
Mack,  it  must  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  him,  through  the  coming  years, 
to  realize  that  he  has  the  affection  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  workers 
on  The  Times  and  to  realize  that,  as  a  large  employer  of  skilled  and  un¬ 
skilled  labor,  he  had  but  few  labor  problems  to  settle  and  that  none  was 
acrimonious,  that  none  left  any  scars  to  mar  a  long  record  of  well  doing. 
Indeed,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Mr.  Mack  always  maintained  the  truth 
of  the  ancient  and  honorable  adage  that  “the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire.”  The  happy  relations  existing  between  Mr.  Mack  and  his  employes 
may  best  be  judged  by  the  generous  action  of  Mr.  Mack,  a  few  years  back, 
in  providing  for  so-called  “blanket  insurance  policies,”  some  free  and  some 
at  the  minimum  of  cost,  for  many  of  his  employes.  A  number  of  bene¬ 
ficiaries  of  this  splendid  philanthropy  have  reason  to  appreciate  Mr. 
Mack’s  generous  consideration  for  his  employes  and  their  families. 


JOSEPH  LA  CLAIR 

Forty-five  years  ago,  the  late  Joseph  La  Clair  arrived  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  he  became  a  prominent  citizen,  and  where  the  business  he 
established  is  still  being  carried  on  by  his  sons.  He  accomplished  much 
in  the  bakery  trade,  specializing  in  the  baking  of  pies,  and  under  his 
skillful  guidance  the  business  steadily  grew,  his  product  gaining  great 
popularity  over  a  wide  territory.  Joseph  La  Clair  was  born  in  Lorraine, 
France,  December  28,  1848,  and  in  his  native  country  received  a  very 
limited  academic  education.  During  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  he  served 
two  years  as  a  soldier  in  the  French  Army.  The  opportunities  of  America 
appealed  to  him,  so  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  first  settled 
at  Utica,  New  York,  where  he  was  employed  by  General  Deering  in  the 
lumber  business  for  a  period  of  two  years.  During  the  time  he  worked 
in  the  lumber  yard,  he  first  started  in  the  bakery  business  on  a  very 
small  scale.  In  1885  he  removed  his  bakery  business  to  Buffalo,  and  soon 
after  his  arrival  purchased  the  wholesale  pie  business  of  a  Mr.  Furman. 
He  conducted  this  on  Genesee  street  for  a  time,  then  moved  to  the  site 
at  Grey  and  Sycamore  streets,  where  larger  quarters  were  built,  and  which 
is  the  location  of  the  present  extensive  plant. 

Joseph  La  Clair  had  a  brother,  John,  who  also  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  at  Turin,  New  York,  as  did  his  sister,  Anna,  who 
married  John  Runge,  a  farmer,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Paul,  who  became  a  farmer  and  contractor. 

On  April  2,  1878,  Joseph  La  Clair  married  Cora  Hurrell,  who  died 
July  24,  1880.  On  June  22,  1886,  he  married  Magdalena  Lotz,  of  Forks, 
New  York,  who  died  in  October,  1926,  leaving  three  children,  Florence, 
Edward  J.,  and  John  E.  4 
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Florence  La  Clair,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  20,  1891,  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Valentine  Decot,  a  well  known  eye  specialist  of  this  city. 
Mrs.  Decot  died  in  the  year  1914.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Virginia,  Burnett,  and  Florence. 

Edward  J.  La  Clair,  the  first  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
April  1,  1887,  attended  the  public  schools  and  a  business  college,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  bakery 
business.  He  married  Louise  Yeager  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Earl,  born  in  1916,  and  Robert,  in  1917. 
Mr.  La  Clair  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club  and  the  Turnverein  and  attends  St.  Ann’s 
Church.  His  diversions  in  life  are  hunting  and  fishing,  and  he  goes  to 
northern  Canada  each  year,  indulging  in  these  sports  near  Algonquin 
Park. 

John  E.  La  Clair,  the  second  child  of  Joseph  and  Magdalena  La  Clair, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  19,  1888.  He  studied  at  St.  Ann’s  parochial 
school  and  at  public  school  No.  24,  then  laying  aside  his  text-books  he 
joined  his  father  in  the  bakery  business.  He  married  Ella  Schoff  of 
West  Leyden,  New  York,  and  they  have  two  children,  Joseph  and  Florence. 
John  E.  La  Clair  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Gun  Club,  which  is  indicative 
of  his  favorite  sport. 

After  the  death  of  Joseph  La  Clair,  the  two  sons,  Edward  J.  and 
John  E.,  bought  out  the  interest  of  Doctor  Decot  in  the  business,  and 
after  the  death  of  their  mother  in  1926  they  became  the  sole  owners  and 
are  now  conducting  the  business  as  a  partnership.  In  1927  they  greatly 
enlarged  the  bakery  plant  at  Grey  and  Sycamore  streets,  which  has  a 
capacity  for  baking  eight  thousand  pies  daily,  which  tremendous  output 
is  sold  over  all  of  Erie  and  Niagara  counties.  Eleven  automobiles  are 
utilized  in  the  distribution  of  the  pies,  and  the  facilities  for  producing 
their  unsurpassed  product  are  equal  to  any  in  western  New  York. 


CAESAR  A.  TRONOLONE 

Caesar  A.  Tronolone,  of  Buffalo,  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the  men 
of  foreign  birth  who  have  won  success  in  the  United  States  and  become 
valuable  citizens  here.  He  does  a  wholesale  and  importing  business  in 
food  products  at  121  Michigan  avenue,  and  is  also  interested  in  a  number 
of  other  corporations  and  business  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
in  Italy  August  29,  1890,  a  son  of  John  and  Lucretia  (Girardo)  Tronolone. 
The  father  was  born  in  Italy,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  September  14,  1925. 
He  was  a  baker,  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  Mt.  Carmel  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  His  wife,  also  a  native  of  Italy,  is  now  residing  in 
Buffalo. 

C.  A.  Tronolone  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
Five  of  his  brothers,  Michael,  James,  Carmine,  Nicholas,  and  Anthony, 
reside  at  Buffalo,  and  one,  the  Rev.  P.  J.  Tronolone,  is  pastor  of  the  Lady 
of  Loreta  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Jamestown,  New  York.  His  sisters, 
Mrs.  Agnes  Sisti  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Gialleli,  also  live  in  Buffalo. 
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Caesar  A.  Tronolone  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  in  1912  established  a  business  under  his  own  name  at  23 
State  street,  importing  food  products  and  selling  to  the  wholesale  trade. 
He  moved  to  his  present  location  in  1914,  and  has  been  very  successful 
in  building  up  his  business.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Niagara  National 
Bank  of  Buffalo;  a  director  of  the  Como  restaurant  at  671  Main  street; 
and  a  director  of  the  People’s  Macaroni  Company  at  34  Mechanic  street. 

Mr.  Tronolone  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  June  25,  1917,  and 
was  in  training  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  for  three  weeks,  then  went  to 
France  with  Company  I,  Three  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Infantry,  but 
was  later  transferred  to  the  ordnance  department.  He  remained  over¬ 
seas  for  eleven  months,  then  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  at  Camp  Dix  in  May,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

On  October  22,  1928,  Mr.  Tronolone  was  married  at  Jamestown,  New 
York,  to  Dorothy  P.  Willet,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Warren 
and  Carrie  G.  Willet,  of  this  city.  The  father,  who  was  born  at  Orchard 
Park,  New  York,  is  a  manufacturer  of  automobile  accessories.  His  wife 
was  born  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Tronolone  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark’s  parish. 
Mr.  Tronolone  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  belongs  to  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  New  York  State  Whole¬ 
sale  Grocers  Association,  and  the  National  Wholesale  Grocers  Association. 


JOHN  T.  DILLON 

One  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the  steel  and  forging  industry  in  this 
country  and  in  Canada  is  John  T.  Dillon,  who  is  the  executive  head  of  a 
number  of  important  and  successful  corporations.  Mr.  Dillon  was  born 
in  Olean,  New  York,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Allegany, 
New  York.  After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
for  the  machinist’s  trade.  Later  he  attended  night  school,  where  he 
studied  engineering. 

After  locating  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  he  engaged  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing  iron  and  steel  forgings,  in  which  he  was  very  successful. 
Thus  encouraged,  he  founded  the  Titusville  Forge  Company  at  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  later  acquired  the  Bridgeport  Forge  &  Iron  Company 
of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  the  Delaney  Forge  &  Iron  Company  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  and  the  Lake  Erie  Engineering  Company  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  the  Titusville  Iron  Works  Company  of  Titusville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Struthers-Wells  Company  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  all  of  which 
companies  he  served  as  president  and  general  manager.  Mr.  Dillon  later 
merged  the  Titusville  Iron  Works  Company,  the  Struthers-Wells  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Titusville  Forge  Company  into  the  Struthers-Wells  Titusville 
Corporation,  of  which  he  is  president  and  chairman  of  the  board. 

Among  his  other  business  interests  he  is  a  director  of  the  Marine 
Trust  Company  of  Buffalo;  the  Titusville  Trust  Company  of  Titusville, 
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Pennsylvania;  the  First  National  Bank  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania;  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  Warren  Axe  &  Tool  Company  of  Warren,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Abendroth  Brothers  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Port  Chester,  New  York. 

Mr.  Dillon  has  three  sons  who  are  actively  engaged  in  the  business 
with  him.  They  are  Thomas  J.  who  is  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Abendroth  Brothers  Company;  J.  T.,  Jr.,  a  metallurgist  by  pro¬ 
fession,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Struthers- Wells  Titusville  Corpora¬ 
tion  ;  and  Robert  E.  who  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Struthers-Wells 
Titusville  Corporation  and  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Lake 
Erie  Engineering  Corporation. 

He  also  has  six  daughters,  namely,  Mary,  Helena,  Katherine,  Rebecca, 
Julia  and  Jane. 

Mr.  Dillon  is  a  member  of  the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York,  Buffalo 
Club,  and  Buffalo  Country  Club  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  the  Conewango 
Club  and  Warren  Country  Club  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania;  and  the  Titus¬ 
ville  Country  Club  of  Titusville,  Pennsylvania. 

He  is  a  man  of  exceptional  business  judgment,  and  all  of  the  concerns 
which  he  has  either  founded  or  acquired  have  proven  distinctive  successes. 
He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  very  large  acquaintanceship  throughout 
the  business  circles  of  this  city,  as  well  as  in  all  other  communities  where 
he  is  known. 

In  the  sphere  of  private  citizenship  he  has  manifested  a  spirit  of 
loyalty  and  local  pride  which  has  led  him  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
support  of  all  movements  which  have  for  their  object  the  betterment  of 
the  city  along  material  or  civic  lines.  Mr.  Dillon  resides  at  the  Park 
Lane  Apartments  in  Buffalo. 


NATHAN  L.  KAPLAN 

Nathan  L.  Kaplan,  one  of  the  representative  and  successful  young 
business  men  of  Buffalo,  has  become  well  known  as  a  wholesale  and 
retail  furrier  and  during  the  past  decade  has  developed  an  extensive 
patronage  as  president  and  treasurer  of  N.  L.  Kaplan,  Inc.  He  was  born 
in  Novogrovek,  Russia,  November  15,  1893,  his  parents  being  Eli  and 
Celia  (Iskovitz)  Kaplan,  who  are  also  natives  of  Russia  and  still  reside 
at  Novogrovek,  which  is  now  a  part  of  Poland.  The  father  is  a  prominent 
merchant  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community  and  is  an  active  member 
of  the  orthodox  Jewish  Church. 

Nathan  L.  Kaplan  acquired  his  early  education  in  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  following  his  emigration  to  the  United 
States  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  city  of  New  York.  After  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  worked  in  a  restaurant  in  the  eastern  metropolis 
for  five  months  while  learning  the  business.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  opened  a  restaurant  of  his  own  in  New  York  city,  but  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  was  interrupted  two  and  one-half  years  later  when  on  the 
26th  of  May,  1918,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World  war.  He  was  in 
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training  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  South  Carolina,  for  about  one  month  and 
then  sailed  for  France  with  the  Second  Pioneer  Infantry  Supply  Company, 
serving  as  a  cook  in  France  and  afterward  in  Germany  with  the  American 
Army  of  Occupation.  He  remained  overseas  for  fifteen  months  and  follow¬ 
ing  his  return  to  the  United  States  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp 
Dix,  New  Jersey,  November  5,  1919.  He  then  went  back  to  New  York 
city  and  there  acquired  the  ownership  of  a  restaurant  which  he  conducted 
for  two  years.  Then  in  August,  1921,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has 
since  continued  active  in  business  as  president  and  treasurer  of  N.  L. 
Kaplan,  Inc.,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  ladies’  ready-to-wear  and 
made-to-order  fur  coats  and  fur  neckwear,  with  attractive  salesrooms 
on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Brisbane  building.  Throughout  his  career  he  has 
been  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  initiative  and  progress  that  has  carried  him 
steadily  forward,  and  today  he  is  at  the  head  of  a  mercantile  enterprise 
of  extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1923,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Kaplan  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Rubenstein,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Pauline 
(Mendelson)  Rubenstein,  the  former  a  retired  merchant  of  New  York 
city.  Mrs.  Kaplan  was  educated  in  Russia  and  in  public  and  private 
schools  of  the  city  of  New  York,  where  she  also  studied  voice  for  four 
years.  During  the  World  war  period  she  gave  several  successful  charity 
concerts.  She  is  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  El  and  the  ladies’  auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion  and  also  belongs  to  other  women’s  organizations. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaplan  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Marian,  born 
August  18,  1926 ;  and  Estelle,  born  May  10,  1928. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Kaplan  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  republican  party.  His  name  is  on  the  membership 
rolls  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
and  the  Retail  Merchants  Association.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
orthodox  Jewish  Church  and  he  attends  Temple  Beth  El,  while  fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  21,  B.  P.  0.  E.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  the  American  Legion.  His  favorite  diversion  is  touring  and  traveling, 
in  which  he  indulges  when  business  permits. 


HOWARD  C.  LAVERACK 

Upholding  the  proud  traditions  and  reputation  of  a  worthy  parent  and 
the  honor  of  a  family  name  which  has  been  identified  with  Buffalo  during 
three  generations,  Howard  C.  Laverack  is  now  engaged  in  the  general 
insurance  business  in  this  city,  with  offices  at  122  Pearl  street.  He  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  June  10,  1877,  a  son  of  George  Edward  and  Mary  (Rum- 
rill)  Laverack,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

The  father  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  10,  1845,  and  attained  a 
prominent  position  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  being 
in  every  way  regarded  as  a  representative  of  the  best  citizenship.  For 
many  years  he  was  identified  with  the  wholesale  drug  and  grocery  trade, 
and  during  his  active  life  he  was  also  connected  with  many  other  exten- 
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sive  interests,  notably  in  the  fields  of  transportation  and  banking.  He 
was  well  known  in  social  circles,  and  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  all  local 
movements  which  he  considered  of  benefit  to  the  community  at  large.  In 
1864,  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  he  became  a  partner  of  his  father, 
the  late  William  Laverack,  in  the  wholesale  drug  and  grocery  business. 
He  remained  in  that  connection  continuously  until  his  father’s  death,  and 
for  several  years  previous  had  been  in  entire  charge  of  the  business. 
William  Laverack  died  in  1888,  after  which  George  Edward  Laverack 
purchased  the  interest  of  J.  L.  Hunsicker  as  well  as  that  of  the  Laverack 
estate,  and  thus  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  about  1900.  He  developed  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of 
its  kind  between  New  York  city  and  Chicago,  it  being  especially  well 
known  in  New  York  state,  in  the  middle  west  and  in  Pennsylvania. 
Meanwhile  Mr.  Laverack  became  identified  with  transportation  affairs. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Western  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany,  and  so  acted  until  that  corporation  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
New  York  Central  Railroad  in  1883.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  old 
American  Exchange  Bank  for  many  years.  For  an  extended  period,  he 
was  active  in  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  its  predecessor, 
the  Merchants’  Exchange.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  the  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences.  He  was  prominent  in  Masonry,  having  belonged  to  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Command- 
ery,  No.  30,  K.  T.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  serving  as  president  during 
the  first  three  years  of  its  existence.  He  was  a  member  of  Taylor  Hose 
Company,  of  the  Buffalo  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  and  from  boyhood 
he  was  active  in  Trinity  Church. 

On  September  5,  1871,  George  Edward  Laverack  married  Miss  Mary 
Rumrill,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Frances  (Tweedy)  Rumrill.  She  died 
January  1,  1911.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laverack  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Belle,  who  is  a  resident  of  Buffalo;  Gertrude  L.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Andrew  N.  Winslow,  a  real  estate  man  of  Newton  Center, 
Massachusetts;  William  H.,  a  manufacturer  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Woodward,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  John  Wood¬ 
ward  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children,  John,  Mary  and  William; 
Jean,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  Russell  Bowie  of  New  York  city,  for  several 
years  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Jean,  Beverly,  Russell,  and  Elizabeth;  and  Howard  C.  The  death  of 
George  Edward  Laverack  occurred  March  1,  1924,  and  in  his  passing  the 
Niagara  Frontier  lost  one  of  its  finest  citizens  and  a  man  of  real  character. 

Howard  C.  Laverack  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Buffalo  and  in  the  Nichols  School  of  this  city.  He  then  took  up  his 
higher  studies  in  Harvard  University,  which  in  1899  conferred  on  him 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  then  returned  home,  and  for  four 
years  was  identified  with  the  George  R.  Teller  investment  banking  busi¬ 
ness.  He  next  took  over  the  insurance  business  of  Laverack  &  Newhall, 
which  he  continued  for  two  years,  then  became  associated  with  William 
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P.  Haines  under  the  firm  name  of  Laverack  &  Haines.  They  are  now 
engaged  successfully  in  the  general  insurance  business.  Mr.  Laverack  is 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Laverack  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  Kimberley,  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Ella  Kimberley,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased.  They  have  three  children:  Howard  C.,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
January  23,  1911,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo; 
Eleanor  K.,  born  March  15,  1914;  and  George  E.,  born  October  22,  1915. 


COLONEL  ARCHER  ACKERMAN  LANDON 

As  a  mechanical  engineer,  an  inventor  and  business  executive  Colonel 
Archer  Ackerman  Landon  played  an  important  part  in  the  development 
of  the  interests  of  the  American  Radiator  Company,  with  which  he  was 
associated  for  many  years,  gaining  international  prominence  in  that  con¬ 
nection.  At  the  time  of  the  World  war  he  rendered  distinguished  service 
to  this  nation  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  career  he  lived  retired  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  passed  away  January  7,  1930.  Born  in  Detroit,  Michi¬ 
gan,  December  5,  1860,  he  was  a  son  of  John  Mason  and  Melvina  (Acker¬ 
man)  Landon,  who  were  natives  of  this  country  and  of  English  and  Hol¬ 
land  descent,  respectively.  They  resided  for  many  years  in  Detroit,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  engineering  work. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  Colonel  Landon  attended  its  public  schools 
and  at  an  early  age  became  an  apprentice  in  a  machine  shop.  He  acquired 
proficiency  in  that  line  of  work  and  while  thus  employed  he  took  a  course 
in  engineering,  pursuing  his  studies  at  night  until  he  received  his  pro¬ 
fessional  degree.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  American  Radiator  Com¬ 
pany  as  a  foreman  in  the  Detroit  plant  and  made  rapid  progress,  due 
to  his  knowledge  and  experience  and  his  capacity  for  directing  the  labors 
of  the  men  under  his  charge.  He  acted  as  manager  of  the  company’s 
branch  plants  and  later  was  made  general  manager  of  all  the  plants.  At 
the  time  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition  he  was  chosen  manager  of  the 
firm’s  interests  in  Buffalo,  remaining  here  for  about  five  years,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  Chicago.  After  spending  five  years  in  the  western 
metropolis  he  returned  to  Buffalo  as  vice  president  and  was  appointed 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  American  Radiator  Company — a  position 
of  great  trust  and  importance.  Colonel  Landon  had  charge  of  all  of  their 
plants  in  the  United  States  and  Europe  and  continued  with  them  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  contributing  in  notable  measure  to  the  expansion  and 
success  of  this  great  corporation.  Through  deep  thought  and  study  he 
developed  new  and  improved  appliances  for  facilitating  the  work  of  pro¬ 
duction  and  had  many  patents  to  his  credit.  These  he  turned  over  to  his 
company  and  most  of  the  machinery  and  equipment  used  in  their  plants 
during  that  period  were  of  his  invention.  Colonel  Landon  was  sent  to 
Europe  by  the  American  Radiator  Company,  where  he  organized  the 
manufacturing  of  shells  for  the  allied  governments  and  brought  back  much 
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valuable  data  for  the  United  States  government.  In  the  spring  of  1917, 
he  was  called  to  Washington  as  a  dollar-a-year  man.  He  held  four  of 
these  important  nonsalaried  posts.  He  was  a  member  of  President  Wil¬ 
son’s  Industrial  Conference  Board,  chief  of  the  Aircraft  Production 
Board,  representative  of  the  National  Industrial  Conference  Board  on  the 
special  body  of  advisers  to  Secretary  Wilson,  and  organizer  of  the  War 
Labor  Board.  He  was  made  colonel  of  the  Aircraft  Division  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  his  country  in  its  time  of  need. 

After  severing  his  relations  with  the  American  Radiator  Company  in 
1924,  Colonel  Landon  retired  but  soon  found  that  a  life  of  inactivity  was 
unsuited  to  one  of  his  energetic  nature  and  he  reentered  the  field  of 
business,  organizing  the  Landon  Radiator  Company  at  Tonawanda,  New 
York.  He  successfully  administered  its  affairs  until  1928,  when  he  sold 
the  institution  to  the  Crane  Company  and  lived  retired  from  that  time 
until  his  death.  Formerly  he  was  identified  with  financial  affairs  as  a 
director  of  the  Citizens  Commercial  Bank.  His  broad  mind  and  strong 
personality  made  him  a  commanding  figure  in  industrial  circles  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  his  actions  at  all  times  were  characterized  by  a  fidelity  of  purpose 
born  of  the  desire  to  have  every  duty  well  done. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1891,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Colonel  Landon  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  Jane  Cross,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Elizabeth 
Anne  (Stephen)  Cross,  the  former  a  native  of  France  and  the  latter  of 
Germany.  Upon  coming  to  the  United  States  they  settled  in  Plymouth, 
Ohio,  where  their  daughter  Emma  was  born.  Soon  afterward  they  went 
to  Jackson,  Michigan,  where  she  attended  the  public  schools,  later  remov¬ 
ing  with  the  family  to  Detroit,  and  in  that  city  she  was  married  to  Colonel 
Landon.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Hilda  Aileen,  who  was 
born  in  Detroit,  January  14,  1893,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo 
Seminary  and  from  the  Oaksmere  School.  She  was  married  September 
26,  1913,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  Roger  Bruce  Conant,  born  September 
26,  1883,  in  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  son  of  Charles  Edward  and  Caroline 
Elizabeth  (Kingsbury)  Conant.  The  children  of  Roger  Bruce  and  Hilda 
Aileen  (Landon)  Conant  are:  Archer  Landon,  born  July  21,  1914;  Roger 
Bruce,  Jr.,  born  November  21,  1915;  Hilda  Aileen,  who  was  born  January 
25,  1919,  and  died  in  infancy;  and  John  Kingsbury,  born  November  18, 
1922. 

At  the  time  of  the  world  conflict  Colonel  Landon  was  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  when  he  retired  from  the  office  the 
directors  of  that  organization  presented  him  with  a  handsome  silver  cigar 
box  with  their  names  engraved  thereon.  During  the  war  period  he  made 
many  patriotic  speeches  and  was  active  in  the  various  drives  instituted 
by  the  government  at  that  time.  While  serving  as  war  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  rumor  reached  him  one  day  early  in 
1917  that  a  plot  was  on  foot  to  blow  up  the  Niagara  Frontier  water-works 
and  set  fire  to  the  frame  structures.  He  made  a  personal  inspection  with¬ 
in  the  next  few  hours  and  decided  such  a  conspiracy  could  be  carried  out. 
He  called  a  mass  meeting  of  business  men,  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars 
was  raised  at  once  for  the  financing  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Defense 
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League.  So  effective  was  the  work  of  this  secret  service  body  that  Buffalo 
went  through  the  conflict  without  a  great  fire,  explosion,  strike  or  radical 
demonstration  of  any  moment.  Colonel  Landon  was  vice  president  and  a 
director  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  was  also  identified  with  the  Buffalo 
Athletic,  Buffalo  Country,  Wanakah  Country,  Lewiston  Heights  and  Park 
Clubs,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Natural  Science  and 
Buffalo  Museum.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Presbyterian  and  his  politi¬ 
cal  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party.  A  man  of  brilliant 
attainments  and  unusual  foresight,  he  rose  to  the  top  entirely  through  the 
medium  of  his  own  efforts,  and  his  contribution  to  the  world’s  work  was 
important  and  valuable.  Success  in  notable  measure  was  his  but  he  won 
more  than  that — the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen — and  it  will 
be  many  years  ere  his  memory  ceases  to  be  a  kindly  and  inspiring  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  those  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Landon  occupies  the  home 
at  76  Penhurst  Park,  Buffalo,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  the  city 
where  she  has  so  long  resided.  Socially  she  is  well  known  as  a  member  of 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  She  attends 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  devotes  much  time  to  philanthropic  work,  hav¬ 
ing  many  private  charities  in  addition  to  her  liberal  contributions  to 
public  institutions  maintained  for  the  care  of  those  in  need. 


WILLIAM  BALLARD  HOYT 

A  distinguished  citizen  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  was  the 
late  William  Ballard  Hoyt,  whose  death  occurred  in  this  city,  June  11, 
1915.  The  positions  he  occupied,  the  honors  tendered  him,  the  achieve¬ 
ments  credited  to  him,  and  the  esteem  and  affection  in  which  he  was  re¬ 
garded  by  his  friends,  associates  and  the  general  public,  all  indicate  the 
eminent  standing  of  this  representative  man.  He  was  born  at  East  Au¬ 
rora,  New  York,  April  20,  1858,  the  son  of  Dr.  Horace  and  Josephine 
(Ballard)  Hoyt. 

William  Ballard  Hoyt  received  his  preparatory  education  at  East 
Aurora  Academy  and  the  Buffalo  high  school.  He  entered  Cornell  in 
1877  and  received  his  degree  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1881.  During 
his  course  at  Cornell  he  paid  especial  attention  to  history  and  natural 
science.  He  was  one  of  the  prize  orators  of  his  class  and  prominent  in 
college  journalism.  As  an  undergraduate  he  was  a  leader  in  student  ac¬ 
tivities,  especially  distinguishing  himself  on  the  college  press,  being  an 
editor  on  all  of  the  periodicals.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Cornell  Daily 
Sun,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  daily  college  papers  in  the  United  States. 

Soon  after  leaving  college  Mr.  Hoyt  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Humphrey  &  Lockwood,  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  1883  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Subsequently  he  became  a  partner 
in  the  firm  which  became  Humphrey,  Lockwood  &  Hoyt.  By  later  changes 
in  its  personnel,  the  firm  title  was  changed  successively  to  Humphrey, 
Lockwood,  Hoyt,  Green  &  Youmans;  to  Lockwood,  Hoyt  &  Green;  and 
finally  to  Hoyt  &  Spratt.  Mr.  Hoyt  served  as  assistant  United  States 
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district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York  during  the  period 
from  1886  to  1889.  He  became  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  of  the  bar 
in  western  New  York,  and  was  extraordinarily  successful  in  conducting 
the  great  amount  of  important  litigation  which  was  placed  in  his  hands. 
In  his  later  years  he  withdrew  to  a  large  extent  from  trial  work,  and 
became  legal  counsellor  for  many  large  industrial  and  commercial  inter¬ 
ests,  among  which  were  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company,  the 
Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car  Company,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  the 
Third  National  Bank,  serving  as  a  director  of  the  latter  two  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  and  a  director  of  the  Shea 
Amusement  Company.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  trustees  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Hoyt  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  democratic  party  in  western 
New  York,  was  widely  recognized  as  a  power  in  party  affairs  and  was 
the  chief  political  backer  of  Governor  John  A.  Dix.  He  was  offered  thd 
democratic  nomination  for  United  States  senator  in  1914,  but  declined  be¬ 
cause  of  his  health,  and  was  also  forced  to  decline  an  appointment  as 
delegate-at-large  to  the  New  York  state  constitutional  convention  in 
1915.  About  1910  he  was  tendered  the  position  of  vice  president  and 
general  counsel  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company,  but  refrained 
from  accepting  as  it  would  have  necessitated  leaving  Buffalo  to  live  in 
New  York  city  which  Mr.  Hoyt  did  not  want  to  do  because  of  his  family 
of  growing  children. 

Mr.  Hoyt  held  close  and  active  connection  with  the  various  social 
organizations  of  Buffalo.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which 
he  had  served  as  president,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
University  Club  and  the  Lawyers  Club.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Cornell  University  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New 
York,  and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Theta  Delta  Chi  collegiate  fra¬ 
ternity.  The  Cornell  chapter  of  the  honorary  scholastic  fraternity,  Phi 
Beta  Kappa,  had  not  been  organized  prior  to  Mr.  Hoyt’s  graduation,  but 
after  it  was  formed  he  was  the  first  graduate  to  be  elected  to  membership. 
He  was  likewise  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  Cornell  University  to  be 
elected  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  many  years.  Mr.  Hoyt  maintained  his  religious  affiliation  with 
the  Baptist  Church  in  East  Aurora  although  he  attended  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  held  membership  in  the  New  York  State 
and  the  Erie  County  Bar  Associations.  His  recreations  were  found  in 
good  books,  in  bridge  playing,  and  fishing,  a  variety  typical  of  the  versa¬ 
tile  character  of  the  man.  He  had  hosts  of  friends,  won  by  his  generosity, 
his  good  fellowship,  and  his  sincerity.  His  tastes  were  simple  and  whole¬ 
some,  and  his  plan  of  living  was  modest  and  unostentatious. 

William  Ballard  Hoyt  was  married  in  Buffalo,  December  20,  1887,  to 
Esther  Lapham  Hill,  a  native  of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Davidson  Hill,  who  was  a  physician  here.  She  was  a  descendant  of 
ancestors  who  came  to  America  on  the  Mayflower.  To  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  there  were  born  five  children,  all  living  in  Buffalo, 
namely:  Josephine  Ballard,  the  wife  of  Lester  Frederick  Gilbert;  Esther 
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Lapham,  the  wife  of  Ansley  Wilcox  Sawyer;  Albertine  Hill,  the  wife  of 
Bryant  Burwell  Glenny,  Jr.;  Hilda  Hill,  the  wife  of  Roderick  Potter; 
and  John  Davidson  Hill  Hoyt,  a  biography  of  whom  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

Mrs.  Hoyt  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club,  a  director  of  the  Fitch  Creche,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  is  interested  in  many  of  its 
charitable  enterprises.  She  now  resides  in  the  colonial  house  designed 
and  erectd  by  Joseph  Ellicott,  founder  of  Buffalo.  The  house  was  origi¬ 
nally  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  High  streets,  but  some  years  ago  was 
moved  to  Amherst  street  and  is  now  known  as  “Amherst  House.” 


JOHN  WHITFIELD  COWPER 

As  the  organizer  and  head  of  the  large  engineering  company  which 
bears  his  name,  John  W.  Cowper  has  been  one  of  the  chief  factors  in 
Buffalo’s  upbuilding  and  advancement,  particularly  along  industrial  lines. 
Moreover,  his  professional  reputation  is  not  confined  to  the  limits  of  this 
city,  for  he  has  been  entrusted  with  important  engineering  projects  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States  and  has  also  engaged  in  construction 
work  abroad,  gaining  that  superior  ability  which  results  from  years  of 
experience  and  concentrated  effort. 

Mr.  Cowper  was  born  in  Suffolk,  Virginia,  April  27,  1871,  and  was 
the  only  child  of  Henry  D.  and  Evelyn  (Whitfield)  Cowper,  also  natives 
of  the  Old  Dominion.  Both  were  of  English  lineage  and  Mrs.  Cowper 
was  also  of  French  descent.  Her  father  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  be¬ 
came  the  owner  of  two  plantations  in  North  Carolina.  Born  in  1842, 
Henry  D.  Cowper  was  the  only  son  in  a  family  of  five  children,  and  all 
are  now  deceased.  The  Cowpers  settled  in  Virginia  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war  and  had  large  shipping  interests.  Reared  in  the  south,  Henry 
D.  Cowper  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy  and  enlisted  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  serving  with  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Virginia 
Cavalry.  After  the  war  he  became  postmaster  of  Suffolk,  where  he  also 
acted  as  express  agent  and  station  agent.  His  demise  occurred  in  1873, 
when  he  was  a  young  man  of  thirty-one,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1884.  Following  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  was  married  to 
J.  B.  Pierce,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Samuel  K.  Pierce,  now  a  well  known  contractor  and  engineer,  re¬ 
siding  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  the  southern  headquarters  of  the  business 
of  The  John  W.  Cowper  Company  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  is  vice  presi¬ 
dent.  He  is  married  and  has  a  son,  Samuel  K.  Pierce,  Jr. 

John  W.  Cowper  had  private  tutors  and  also  attended  a  preparatory 
school.  Early  in  life  he  became  associated  with  the  engineer  corps  of  the 
Queen  &  Crescent  Railroad,  now  the  Southern  Railway,  a  line  extending 
from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  continued  with 
this  road  for  six  years,  or  until  1893.  During  the  following  year  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  engineering  and  railroad  construction  work  in  Cleveland,  on  the 
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Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling,  now  a  part  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  system. 
He  then  became  connected  with  the  engineering  department  of  the  Big 
Four,  now  a  part  of  the  New  York  Central  system,  and  as  division  engi¬ 
neer  was  located  at  various  points  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Severing 
his  relations  with  the  road  in  1901,  he  went  to  England  as  a  representative 
of  James  Stewart  &  Company,  engineers  and  contractors  of  St.  Louis, 
Pittsburgh  and  New  York.  They  had  been  accorded  the  contract  for 
building  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company’s  plant  at  Manchester,  Eng¬ 
land,  a  project  involving  the  expenditure  of  eight  million  dollars,  and  Mr. 
Cowper  supervised  its  construction.  While  in  England  he  also  acted  as 
superintendent  of  construction,  changing  the  operation  of  the  Mersey 
Railway  from  steam  to  electric,  also  the  building  of  the  Midland  Hotel  in 
Manchester,  the  Savoy  Hotel  in  London,  power  houses  for  the  under¬ 
ground  railways  in  that  city  and  power  houses  in  other  parts  of  England 
and  Scotland,  becoming  known  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  for  his 
engineering  achievements.  Following  his  return  to  America  in  1905,  Mr. 
Cowper  was  prominently  identified  with  the  contracting  activities  of 
James  Stewart  &  Company  in  this  country,  handling  projects  for  the 
erection  of  power  houses,  manufacturing  plants  and  office  buildings  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  In  1907  he  was  sent  by  the  company 
to  Pittsburgh  and  acted  as  manager  of  their  office  in  that  city  for  two 
years.  Going  to  Chicago  in  1909,  he  became  vice  president  of  the  Worden- 
Alien  Company,  a  Milwaukee  firm,  engaged  in  contracting  and  steel  con¬ 
struction  on  a  large  scale,  and  was  also  vice  president  of  the  Lackawanna 
Bridge  Company  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  builders  of  manufacturing  plants, 
bridges  and  car  shops. 

After  leaving  Chicago,  Mr.  Cowper  located  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  spent  three  years,  and  in  1914  removed  to  Buffalo.  In  1915  he  em¬ 
barked  in  the  engineering  and  contracting  business  under  the  name  of 
The  John  W.  Cowper  Company,  Incorporated,  opening  offices  in  the  Fide¬ 
lity  Trust  building  at  Main  and  Swan  streets,  and  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1929,  moved  to  their  palatial  quarters  on  the  twentieth  floor  of  the  Rand 
building.  Combining  technical  knowledge  and  skill  with  executive  ability 
of  a  high  order,  Mr.  Cowper  has  created  one  of  the  largest  and  most  effi¬ 
cient  organizations  of  the  kind  between  New  York  and  Chicago  and  within 
a  period  of  fifteen  years  has  become  a  commanding  figure  in  business  cir¬ 
cles  of  Buffalo,  which  is  indebted  to  him  for  many  of  its  fine  business 
blocks  and  other  commercial  structures  of  the  better  class.  Among  the 
outstanding  examples  of  the  work  of  The  John  W.  Cowper  Company  are 
the  Bank  of  Buffalo;  the  building  occupied  by  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club; 
Foster  Hall  of  the  University  of  Buffalo;  the  Rand  building;  the  Schoell- 
kopf,  Hutton  and  Pomeroy  building,  the  addition  to  the  Telephone  build¬ 
ing;  Atlas  works  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company;  the  plant  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Aniline  and  Chemical  Company;  rolling  mills  and  open  hearth  fur¬ 
naces  for  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  and  additions  to  their  office  build¬ 
ing;  the  Keystone  warehouse;  the  local  plant  of  the  National  Biscuit  Com¬ 
pany;  the  factory  of  the  Fowler  Nail  Company;  the  building  occupied  by 
the  Mentholatum  Company;  the  Bliss  &  Laughlin  steel  plant;  buildings  in 
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Buffalo,  Bayonne,  New  Jersey,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  other  cities  for 
the  American  Radiator  Company ;  roundhouses  and  shops  at  various 
points  for  the  New  York  Central  Railroad ;  the  pressroom  of  the  Buffalo 
Evening  News ;  the  Ryerson  plant  in  Buffalo ;  the  local  plant  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Car  &  Foundry  Company;  the  J.  N.  Adams  Hospital  at  Perrysburg 
and  various  army  barracks  for  the  United  States  government.  The  John 
W.  Cowper  Company  has  also  constructed  office  buildings,  hotels  and 
manufacturing  plants  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  including  shops 
engine  houses  and  a  hospital  for  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway,  while 
they  are  now  erecting  Buffalo’s  new  City  Hall  and  the  Courier-Express 
building  in  Buffalo.  During  the  World  war  the  Cowper  Company  was 
engaged  in  constructing  a  number  of  plants  for  war  activities.  Mr.  Cow¬ 
per  was  also  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  The  Ferguson  Iron  &  Steel 
Company,  which  built  ships  and  furnished  steel  for  various  buildings  for 
the  United  States  government,  and  he  likewise  held  a  prominent  place  in 
the  Liberty  Bond  sales  organization  in  Buffalo. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1907,  Mr.  Cowper  was  married  to  Miss 
Josephine  Osborne,  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  a  daughter  of  Abram 
Osborne,  now  deceased.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Anthony)  Osborne, 
was  a  first  cousin  of  Susan  B.  Anthony,  the  noted  advocate  of  woman’s 
rights.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowper  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  John  W.,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  December  10,  1909,  and  is  a  student  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  of  Yale  University,  class  of  1932.  The  residence  of  the  family  is 
at  126  Oakland  place,  Buffalo,  and  they  attend  St.  Paul’s  Church. 

Mr.  Cowper  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  the  Duquesne 
Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York,  the  Engineers  Club 
of  Chicago,  and  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Centennial  committee,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Association  to  Restore  Fort  Niagara,  an  ex-president  of  the 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  America  and  also  has  membership  in 
the  American  Railroad  Engineering  Association,  the  Western  Society  of 
Engineers  and  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Strong  in  his 
ability  to  plan  and  to  perform,  strong  in  his  honor  and  his  good  name,  Mr. 
Cowper  has  become  a  power  in  constructive  development  and  evolution 
and  a  distinguished  exponent  of  his  profession. 


SHAFIK  N.  KOTITE 

Shafik  N.  Kotite,  who  came  to  the  new  world  when  a  youth  of  seven¬ 
teen  years,  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  successful  merchants  of  Buffalo.  A  native  of  Syria,  he  was 
born  October  11,  1891,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicola  and  Telja  (Hourani)  Kotite, 
who  have  always  resided  in  that  country.  The  grandfather,  Ead  Kotite, 
and  his  family  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Marjyoun,  having  journeyed  to 
that  district  from  Hasbaya  in  the  ’60s  after  the  Christian  and  Druses  war. 
As  he  was  of  a  race  of  noble  character  and  a  man  of  wealth  and  had 
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befriended  them  and  loaned  them  money  at  various  times,  the  Druses 
spared  him  and  his  family  and  permitted  them  to  leave  the  city  unmo¬ 
lested.  He  and  his  wife,  Miriam  (Rahall)  Kotite,  passed  away  at  Marj- 
youn,  both  attaining  an  advanced  age.  Their  son,  Nicola  Kotite,  is 
engaged  in  business  in  Judidet,  Marjyoun,  and  in  years  of  continuous 
activity  is  the  oldest  merchant  in  the  town.  He  has  membership  in  the 
Orthodox  Catholic  Church.  His  wife’s  parents,  Esa  and  Kazna  (Sab- 
bagh)  Hourani,  lived  for  many  years  in  Marjyoun  and  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Hourani  was  the  first  man  in  the  town  to  win  the  friendship  of  the 
missionaries  and  the  first  to  become  a  Presbyterian,  taking  an  active  part 
in  church  work  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  son,  Fadlo 
Hourani,  was  reared  in  that  faith,  to  which  he  has  always  adhered,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  influential  Presbyterians  of  Manchester,  England.  In 
1929  he  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  from  that  country  to  the  national  con¬ 
ference  of  churches  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Reared  in  his  native  town,  Shafik  N.  Kotite  attended  its  public  schools 
and  was  a  student  in  the  American  College  at  Beirut,  Syria,  for  a  year. 
In  1908  he  sailed  for  America,  locating  in  New  York  city,  where  he  began 
selling  linens  and  laces  direct  to  the  trade.  His  uncle,  T.  S.  Farhood,  had 
established  a  prosperous  enterprise  in  the  eastern  metropolis  and  enabled 
his  nephew  to  start  in  business  by  crediting  him  with  eighty  dollars  worth 
of  merchandise.  Mr.  Kotite’s  sales  for  the  first  three  months  netted  him 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  the  eighty  dollar  investment,  and  with 
this  capital  he  gained  a  foothold  in  the  commercial  life  of  America.  Later 
his  brothers,  T.  N.  and  Arif  Kotite,  joined  him  in  a  partnership  relation, 
conducting  business  in  New  York  city  as  manufacturers  of  hosiery  and 
jobbers  of  linens.  The  venture  into  the  industrial  field  proved  unprofitable 
and  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Shafik  N.  Kotite  then  became  a 
traveling  salesman  for  a  large  linen  house  of  New  York  city  and  covered 
a  wide  territory,  representing  the  firm  in  thirty-two  states  of  the  Union. 
He  traveled  until  1923,  when  he  embarked  in  business  in  Buffalo  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  his  brother,  Arif  Kotite.  Starting  on  a  modest  scale,  they 
rented  a  small  amount  of  counter  space  in  the  Catherine  Holeb  Shop  at 
622  Main  street,  where  they  displayed  their  stock  of  linens,  and  as  the 
people  of  Buffalo  were  generous  in  their  patronage,  the  partners  soon 
required  more  commodious  quarters,  which  they  secured  in  1924  at  636 
Main  street.  Here  they  have  since  been  located,  conducting  what  is  now 
considered  one  of  the  best  shops  of  the  kind  in  the  city.  They  carry 
a  full  line  of  linens,  as  well  as  garments  for  infants  and  children,  and 
have  established  a  large  trade  by  reason  of  fair  dealing,  courteous, 
efficient  service  and  good  management. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1925,  Shafik  N.  Kotite  was  married  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Adele  Jasous,  a  daughter  of  N.  and  Hannah  (David) 
Jasous,  who  are  natives  of  Syria  and  now  make  their  home  in  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  Kotite  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  New  Jersey.  Afterward  she  took  up  the  study  of  law  and 
practiced  in  Brooklyn  prior  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kotite  became 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Richard  S.,  born  September  18,  1926; 
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Jean,  who  was  born  March  18,  1928,  and  died  October  5,  1929;  and 
Phyllis,  born  December  29,  1929.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kotite  attend  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Retail 
Merchants  Association  of  Buffalo  and  is  keenly  interested  in  everything 
that  touches  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  city  with  which  he  has 
allied  his  interests.  His  favorite  diversions  are  reading  and  golf  but  he 
has  always  placed  business  before  pleasure,  and  his  industry,  determina¬ 
tion  and  reliability  constitute  the  chief  factors  in  his  growing  success. 


JOHN  WARREN  VAN  ALLEN 

In  the  field  of  corporation  law,  no  attorney  of  northwestern  New 
York  holds  a  better  position  than  John  W.  Van  Allen,  of  Buffalo.  He 
has  gained  a  widespread  reputation  as  an  authority  upon  legal  matters 
pertaining  to  business  and  manufacturing,  and  has  acquired  a  clientage 
of  large  scope  and  variety.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Mr.  Van 
Allen  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  the  professional  ranks  of  Buffalo, 
as  a  counsellor  of  importance,  fulfilling  his  obligations  as  a  citizen  with 
rare  zeal  and  interest,  and  in  many  other  ways  acquiring  the  place  in  the 
social  structure  of  the  community  which  his  personal  character  and  in¬ 
herent  ability  merit. 

John  W.  Van  Allen  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  New  York,  August  12,  1876,  a 
son  of  Warren  and  Lucia  (Barnes)  Van  Allen.  The  father,  a  farmer  and 
mill  owner  by  occupation,  was  born  and  died  at  Le  Roy,  while  his  wife 
was  a  native  of  Wilna,  New  York,  and  passed  away  at  Le  Roy.  Warren 
Van  Allen  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Wilcox)  Van  Allen,  both  of 
whom  were  born  at  Amsterdam,  New  York,  and  died  at  Le  Roy.  Jacob 
Van  Allen,  who  was  a  farmer  and  at  one  time  was  a  drummer  in  the  New 
York  militia,  was  a  son  of  Peter  Van  Allen,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  The  historical  literature  of  New  York  state  contains  much 
information  pertaining  to  the  Van  Allen  family,  true  pioneers  of  the 
frontier  and  of  the  best  American  Revolutionary  stock.  From  a  con¬ 
temporary  print  the  following  paragraph  is  quoted: 

“The  Van  Allen  family  has  been  a  race  of  pioneers  and  the  name  has 
always  been  represented  among  those  who  marched  in  the  forefront  of 
the  westward  advance  of  civilization.  Immediately  after  the  Revolution 
we  find  Laurens  and  Adam  Van  Allen  in  Perth,  Fulton  county,  Richard, 
Peter,  and  Lawrence  in  Mayfield,  Fulton  county,  and  Jacob  Van  Allen 
at  St.  Johnsville,  Montgomery  county,  New  York.  From  Kinderhook  and 
Albany  and  from  Fulton  and  Herkimer  counties,  the  families  spread  to 
northern  and  western  New  York,  and  were  numerously  represented  in  the 
movement  to  subdue  and  civilize  the  great  West.  At  present  the  family 
is  more  numerous  in  the  West  than  in  the  East.  During  the  trying  days 
of  the  Revolution  the  family  was  prominent  on  both  sides  of  the  struggle. 
A  very  large  number  of  the  Van  Allens  served  in  the  patriot  cause  and 
their  descendants  are  entitled  to  the  distinction  to  which  such  service 
entitles  them.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who  remained  loyal  to  the  King 
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were  obliged  on  the  termination  of  the  war  to  seek  refuge  in  Canada, 
and  the  story  of  their  loyalty  and  self-sacrifice  and  undaunted  courage 
forms  a  most  fascinating  chapter  in  the  family  history.” 

John  W.  Van  Allen  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  at  Theresa, 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  then  entered  Hamilton  College  at  Clinton, 
New  York,  graduating  therefrom  with  the  B.  S.  degree  in  1902.  Having 
previously  determined  to  make  the  law  his  life’s  work,  Mr.  Van  Allen 
then  took  up  his  legal  studies  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  which  is  a  part 
of  Union  University,  and  in  1904  he  received  his  diploma.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  and  located  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  became  associated  with  the  legal  firm  of  Bissell,  Carey  &  Cooke, 
which  later  became  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass,  remaining  in  this 
position  until  January  1,  1908.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Ansley  Wilcox  under  the  firm  name  of  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
cox  withdrew  from  active  practice  in  1917,  and  died  in  1930,  but  the  offi¬ 
cial  name  of  the  firm  has  been  maintained.  Mr.  Van  Allen  is  general 
counsel  for  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation, 
the  Western  New  York  Securities  Corporation,  the  Ellicott  Square  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  the  Radio  Manufacturers  Association,  Inc.,  of  Chicago, 
the  National  Standard  Parts  Association  of  Detroit,  local  counsel  for  the 
Associated  Dry  Goods  Company  of  New  York,  the  American  Surety  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York,  the  American  Radiator  Company,  the  Northwestern 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  Booth  Fisheries 
Company  of  Chicago.  He  is  local  counsel  and  a  director  of  the  Germanic 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and  the  Colonial  Western  Air¬ 
ways.  He  is  general  counsel  and  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie 
Public  Bridge  Company,  and  is  counsel  of  the  Consolidated  Air  Craft 
Corporation.  He  is  general  counsel  and  vice  president  of  the  Atterbury 
Motor  Car  Company  of  Buffalo,  counsel  for  the  William  Hingerer  Com¬ 
pany  and  J.  N.  Adam  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  is  general  counsel 
and  a  director  of  General  Plastics,  Inc.,  also  the  Ross  Heater  and  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  is  local  counsel  for  the  Simonds,  Wor¬ 
den,  White  Company  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  general  counsel  for  the  Buffalo 
House  Wrecking  and  Salvage  Company,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Title  & 
Mortgage  Guarantee  Company.  This  imposing  list  of  legal  connections 
indicates  to  some  extent  the  wide  scope  and  character  of  Mr.  Van  Allen’s 
practice  in  Buffalo,  which  representation  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
achievements  in  the  records  of  law  practice  in  northwestern  New  York. 
As  counsel  for  national  trade  associations  Mr.  Van  Allen  is  a  national 
authority  on  anti-trust  and  radio  laws. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  was  married  February  14,  1907,  at  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Sweet,  native  of  that  city,  and  daughter  of  George  C.  and  Ida 
(Crittenden)  Sweet,  both  now  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Allen 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Lucia,  Eleanor,  and  Marjory.  The 
family  resides  at  100  Chapin  parkway,  Buffalo. 

John  W.  Van  Allen  is  a  republican  in  political  matters,  and  his  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  member  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
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Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Park 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Aero  Club,  Aviation  Club,  Chi  Psi 
collegiate  fraternity,  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club.  During 
the  World  war,  Mr.  Van  Allen  served  as  a  member  of  the  speakers’  com¬ 
mittee  of  Liberty  Loans  in  furthering  the  issues  of  the  time. 


SOLOMON  FREDERICK  SCHEU 

The  business  record  of  Solomon  F.  Scheu,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  president 
of  the  S.  F.  Scheu  Company,  Incorporated,  manufacturers  of  ladies’  coats, 
suits  and  wraps  at  372  Pearl  street,  is  typical  of  the  success  which  may 
reward  perseverance  and  industry,  even  with  the  most  humble  beginnings, 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Scheu  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  prosperous  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  and  has  accomplished  this  end  through  his  unfailing 
energy,  his  honest  methods  and  his  natural  business  judgment.  He  has 
also  been  an  earnest  church  worker,  and  is  popular  in  fraternal,  club 
and  social  circles  of  the  city. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Buffalo,  December  31,  1878,  his  parents  being 
the  late  Andrew  Louis  and  Alzina  (Riebling)  Scheu.  The  father  was  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Caroline  Scheu,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany 
and  died  in  Buffalo.  Louis  Scheu  was  a  cigarmaker.  The  name  of  Scheu 
was  derived  from  Scheurer  and  is  of  French  derivation.  A  notable 
Frenchman  of  the  name  was  one  of  the  supporters  of  Capt.  Dreyfus  in  the 
latter’s  historic  trial  for  treason. 

Andrew  Louis  Scheu  was  born  in  Germany,  December  25,  1851,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  26,  1928.  He  was  a  carriage 
painter  by  trade  but  later  became  an  automobile  finisher,  and  was  known 
as  an  expert  in  mixing  colors.  He  was  a  democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  The  mother  of  Solomon  F.  Scheu  was  born 
in  Buffalo  September  13,  1853,  and  now  resides  in  this  city. 

Solomon  F.  Scheu  attended  public  school  No.  8,  and  later  Caton’s 
School  of  Business  at  Buffalo.  He  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  and  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  assist  his  father  in  their  support.  Accordingly  he  started  to  work  as 
an  errand  boy  for  the  Buffalo  Shirt  Company  at  a  wage  of  two  dollars* 
and  fifty  cents  a  week.  He  remained*  with  that  company  for  seven  years, 
his  last  position  with  them  having  been  that  of  cutter.  He  then  became 
associated  with  J.  B.  Schwaegler,  manufacturer  of  ladies’  blouses,  and 
worked  there  as  a  cutter  for  five  years.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of 
Barmon  Brothers,  house  dress  manufacturers,  with  whom  he  stayed  for 
twenty-one  years,  first  acting  as  a  cutter  for  them,  then  as  superintendent, 
and  finally  filling  the  position  of  general  manager  for  the  last  eight  years 
of  his  connection.  On  July  21,  1926,  Mr.  Scheu  joined  Nathan  Richtand 
in  organizing  the  firm  of  Scheu-Richtand,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  be¬ 
came  president  and  treasurer,  and  at  their  place  of  business  at  372  Pearl 
street,  they  began  the  manufacture  of  ladies’  suits,  coats  and  wraps 
of  various  styles.  This  firm  existed  until  January  1,  1929,  at  which  time 
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the  business  was  reorganized  as  the  S.  F.  Scheu  Company,  Incorporated, 
with  Mr.  Scheu  as  president.  The  product  is  now  sold  directly  to  custom¬ 
ers,  each  garment  being  made  and  fitted  for  the  individual  purchaser. 
The  operative  methods  of  this  concern  are  strictly  in  keeping  with  the 
latest  developments  in  merchandising  and  manufacturing,  and  the  product 
of  the  company  is  in  demand  over  a  wide  territory. 

Mr.  Scheu  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  affiliation.  He  belongs  to  the 
Bethany  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  is  much  interested  in  church 
work,  particularly  in  the  religious  welfare  of  the  young  people.  He  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  also  president  of  the 
Young  People’s  Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  is  past  president  of  the  industrial  executive  group.  He 
belongs  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory; 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Omega  Lodge,  No.  259,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; 
and  Buffalo  Aerie,  No.  46,  F.  0.  E.  During  the  World  war,  he  participated 
in  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives,  and  in  peace  times  he  has  been 
a  worker  for  the  community  drives  for  charity.  He  has  found  great 
diversion  in  walking  and  traveling,  having  made  a  number  of  lengthy 
tours  of  the  country,  and  he  is  also  a  lover  of  his  home,  good  reading, 
and  similar  interests. 

Mr.  Scheu  was  married  November  26,  1902,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Agnes 
Louise  Winter,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Winter,  a  stationary  engineer,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
during  his  service  assisted  in  the  capture  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assas¬ 
sin  of  President  Lincoln,  for  which  capture  he  received  a  reward  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  Mrs.  Scheu  acquired  her  education  in  the  city  schools 
and  the  Immaculate  Conception  parochial  school,  and  she  is  a  member  of 
the  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  family  residence  is  at  40 
Hedley  place,  Buffalo. 


BERNARD  N.  HYMAN 

Bernard  N.  Hyman,  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected 
families  of  Buffalo,  is  recognized  as  an  uncommonly  successful  and  enter¬ 
prising  developer  of  real  estate  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Hyman  pos¬ 
sesses  strong  initiative  and  has  conducted  his  work  over  a  broad  field, 
having  been  the  first  man  from  the  American  side  to  establish  sub¬ 
divisions  in  the  province  of  Ontario. 

Bernard  N.  Hyman  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  September  12, 
1887,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Rebecca  Hyman.  The  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  this  city  was  Nicholas  Hyman,  the  grandfather  of 
Bernard  N.,  who  left  Poland  with  his  wife,  Leah,  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  both  remained  in  Buffalo  through  their  remaining 
days,  his  death  having  occurred  in  November,  1905.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  clothing  and  men’s  furnishings  merchants  of  the  city,  and 
was  in  every  way  a  respected  citizen  of  the  community.  Abraham  Hyman, 
his  son,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  23,  1855,  and,  after  a  limited  education 
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in  the  public  schools,  became  identified  with  his  father  in  the  clothing 
business.  His  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  22,  1855,  and  here  died 
April  11,  1927,  while  Abraham  Hyman  died  November  21,  1921.  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  them.  The  first  child,  Mildred,  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  Daniel,  the  second  born,  is  president  of  the  Hyman  Register 
Company,  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  married  Millicent  Epsteyn,  a  native 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  whose  father,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  banker  of  that  city.  Daniel  and  Millicent  Hyman  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  Edgar,  Ruth  and  Richard.  The  father  was  a 
captain  in  the  Twenty-seventh  Infantry  during  the  Spanish-American 
war.  Charles  Hyman,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  identified  with 
Bernard  N.  Hyman  in  the  real  estate  business,  and  was  a  private  in  the 
Sixty-fifth  Infantry  during  the  Spanish-American  war.  Next  among  the 
children  are  Hattie,  Mayme  and  Rhoda  Hyman  residing  at  the  homestead 
in  Buffalo.  Sadie,  the  seventh  child,  is  the  wife  of  Harold  Sweet,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  automobile  business  at  Palisade  Park,  New  Jersey. 
Henry  Hyman,  born  in  Buffalo,  is  engaged  in  the  clothing  and  men’s 
furnishings  business  in  Homestead,  Pennsylvania.  He  served  as  an  in¬ 
structor  in  military  camps  both  overseas  and  in  the  United  States  during 
the  World  war.  He  married  Esther  Cuberbaum,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Nicholas.  The  ninth  in  order  of  birth  is  Edward  L.  Hyman,  who  is  dis¬ 
trict  manager  for  the  Century  Theaters  Company  of  New  York  city. 
He  served  during  the  World  war  in  charge  of  the  theaters  in  the  various 
military  camps  of  the  United  States,  making  all  bookings  and  appointing 
managers  for  each  camp.  He  married  Grace  Redans  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Jean.  The  tenth  in  the  family  is  Sidney  M;  Hyman, 
who  resides  at  the  family  home  in  Buffalo,  and  is  cashier  of  the  Dodds 
Dairy  Company  of  this  city. 

The  other  member  of  the  family  is  Bernard  N.  Hyman,  who  attended 
the  public  school  No.  32  in  Buffalo,  and  when  very  young  became  a  cash 
boy  in  the  employ  of  the  J.  N.  Adams  department  store.  Subsequently, 
he  became  connected  with  the  wholesale  hosiery  and  underwear  business 
of  Lepper,  Wood  &  Tisdale,  working  in  different  departments  and  also 
traveling  for  the  firm  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  Later  he  entered  the 
hosiery  and  underwear  business  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Iroquois 
Hosiery  &  Underwear  Company,  at  327  Washington  street,  and  remained 
there  until  1924.  His  next  step  was  to  embark  in  the  real  estate  business, 
the  subdivision  of  his  own  property,  in  which  he  has  made  such  an  out¬ 
standing  success.  One  of  the  principal  early  subdivisions  he  made  was 
that  of  University  Terrace  on  Main  street  in  Buffalo,  and  he  was  the 
first  man  from  the  American  side  to  attempt  subdivision  work  on  the 
Canadian  side.  In  1924,  he  sold  a  plat  situated  at  Sun  Rise  Point  at 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  and  others  at  Wave  Crest,  Garrison  Acres,  Garri¬ 
son  Park,  Rathfons  Point,  and  he  is  now  developing  the  Erie  Beach 
Amusement  Park,  which  had  been  used  as  an  amusement  park  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  the  property  has  now  been  taken  over  in  its  entirety 
by  Mr.  Hyman,  who  has  changed  it  to  the  Erie  Beach  Estate  Lots,  each 
lot  being  fifty  by  one  hundred  feet.  The  houses  to  be  erected  on  these 
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lots  will  be  of  English-Norman  architecture,  and  there  are  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  lots  to  be  so  utilized.  When  completed,  this  will  be  one 
of  the  most  exclusive  subdivisions  in  western  New  York  and  adjacent 
territory.  The  club  house,  casino  and  certain  selected  amusements  will 
be  retained  for  the  pleasure  of  the  dwellers  of  the  district.  Mr.  Hyman’s 
extensive  business  connections  are  also  indicated  by  the  other  official  posi¬ 
tions  he  holds.  He  is  president  of  the  Porcupine  Gold  Mines  of  Tim¬ 
mins,  Ontario ;  a  director  of  the  March  Gold  Mines  of  South  Porcupine ;  a 
director  of  the  Hyman  Register  Company,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  which 
company  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  registers  for  street  cars  and 
busses;  president  of  the  Hyman  Holdings  Company  of  Buffalo;  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bison  Shares  Corporation. 

Bernard  N.  Hyman  was  married  to  Eva  R.  Epsteyn,  a  native  of  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  and  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Julia  Epsteyn,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyman  have  one  son,  Nathan  E.  who  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard  University  in  1927  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  Buffalo.  He  married  Shirley  Hammond  of  this  city,  and  they 
have  a  son,  John  Hammond. 

Bernard  N.  Hyman  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Christopher  G.  Fox  Lodge, 
No.  1021,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Grotto.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Willowdale  Country  Club,  the  Wave  Crest 
Country  Club  of  Ontario,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Trap 
and  Field  Club.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyman  have  religious  affiliation  with 
the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 


JOHN  LOUIS  STEFFAN 

John  L.  Steffan  is  of  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  engage  in 
the  leather  and  shoe  findings  business  at  Buffalo,  New  York.  In  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  two  brothers,  Jacob  P.,  Jr.  and  Thomas  M.  Steffan,  and  his 
cousin,  Charles  A.  Steffan,  he  now  conducts  an  important  business  of 
this  nature  at  807  Main  street.  He  holds  high  rank  in  this  trade,  as 
indicated  by  the  position  he  now  occupies  as  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  National  Leather  and  Shoe  Findings  Association.  He  is 
a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  having  served  overseas,  and  is  prominent  in 
club  and  civic  affairs  of  his  native  city. 

Mr.  Steffan  was  born  January  3,  1897,  a  son  of  Jacob  P.  and  Catherine 
(Almeter)  Steffan,  the  former  a  son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Kloepfer) 
Steffan,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Michael 

a 

Steffan  started  in  the  wholesale  leather  business  here  in  1858,  and  was 
the  organizer  of  the  old  firm  of  M.  Steffan  &  Sons. 

Jacob  P.  Steffan  was  born  at  807  Main  street  in  Buffalo,  February 
4,  1858,  and  is  now  living  retired  in  this  city  after  having  been  active  in 
the  leather  business  for  fifty  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
M.  Steffan  &  Sons  from  1878  to  1921,  when  he  withdrew  from  the  com¬ 
pany  and,  with  his  sons  organized  the  firm  of  Jacob  P.  Steffan’s  Sons, 
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Incorporated,  wholesale  dealers  in  leather  and  shoe  findings,  at  807  Main 
street.  He  married  Catherine  Almeter  who  was  born  at  Sheldon,  New 
York,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1900.  Jacob  P.  Steffan  is  a  democrat  in 
political  belief,  and  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  education  of  John  L.  Steffan  was  received  at  the  St.  Louis  paro¬ 
chial  school  of  Buffalo  and  St.  Jerome’s  College  of  Kitchener,  Ontario.  He 
was  then  associated  with  the  firm  of  M.  Steffan  &  Sons  until  1921,  when 
he  and  his  father  organized  the  business  of  Jacob  P.  Steffan’s  Sons.  The 
business  is  now  conducted  as  a  partnership  between  Mr.  Steffan  and  his 
two  brothers,  Jacob  P.  Jr.  and  Thomas  M.,  and  a  cousin,  Charles  A. 
Steffan.  From  1925  to  1928  they  had  branch  stores  at  Buffalo  and  at 
Detroit,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Steffan  is  a  member  of  the  Main  Street  Business  Men’s  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Gyro  Club  of  Buffalo,  the 
Buffalo  Orpheus  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the  period 
of  America’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  he  gave  his  services  to  his 
country.  He  enlisted  in  May,  1917,  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard,  and  trained  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  South  Carolina.  In  September,  1918,  he  sailed  for  France,  and  was 
overseas  for  eight  months.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp 
Upton. 

On  April  27,  1923,  Mr.  Steffan  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Marie 
Kam,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Otillia  (Hager) 
Kam,  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in  Buffalo,  where  they  now  live.  Her 
father  is  treasurer  of  the  Black  Rock  Milling  Corporation,  which  before 
prohibition  was  the  John  Kam  Malting  Company.  Mrs.  Steffan  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Miss  Nardin’s  Academy  of  Buffalo  and  Penn  Hall  at  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  She  belongs  to  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steffan  have  two  sons,  born  in  Buffalo,  namely:  John  L., 
Jr.,  born  October  19,  1925,  and  David  Bruce,  born  November  29,  1927. 
The  family  residence  is  at  708  Linwood  avenue,  Buffalo. 


ALFRED  HUGO  SCHOELLKOPF 

Alfred  Hugo  Schoellkopf,  president  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern 
Power  Corporation,  is  a  representative  of  the  third  generation  in  Buffalo, 
of  a  family  that  has  furnished  originality,  imagination,  powers  and  re¬ 
sources  to  the  development  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  through  a  period  of 
more  than  eighty  years.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  12,  1893,  a  son  of 
Carl  Phillip  Hugo  and  Emily  F.  (Annette)  Schoellkopf,  and  a  grandson 
of  Jacob  Frederick  and  Christiane  Sophie  (Durr)  Schoellkopf.  Jacob 
Frederick  Schoellkopf,  the  founder  of  this  family  in  America,  was  born 
in  Kirchheim,  Germany,  November  15,  1819,  in  which  country  the  history 
of  the  family  is  traceable,  from  its  origin  in  Geislingen  in  the  year  1415, 
without  interruption  up  to  the  present  time.  He  was  a  young  man  when 
he  came  to  America  in  1842  and  in  1844  settled  in  Buffalo.  An  extended 
mention  of  him  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


ALFRED  H.  SCHOELLKOPF 
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Carl  Phillip  Hugo  Schoellkopf,  the  father  of  Alfred  H.,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  July  6,  1862,  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  Christiane 
Sophie  (Durr)  Schoellkopf,  and  died  in  New  York,  February  24,  1928, 
in  his  sixty-sixth  year.  His  efforts  long  constituted  a  valuable  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  National  Aniline  &  Chemical  Company  of  Buffalo,  of 
which  he  was  treasurer  for  many  years.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  Power  Company,  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power 
Corporation  and  the  Niagara  Junction  Railway  Corporation  at  Niagara 
Falls.  In  Masonry  he  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish 
Rite.  On  the  18th  of  September,  1890,  at  Fort  Lee,  New  Jersey,  he 
married  Miss  Emily  F.  Annette,  who  was  born  June  1,  1868,  and  passed 
away  in  Buffalo,  November  17,  1911.  Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hawes)  Annette,  natives  of  Fort  Lee,  New  Jersey,  and  Piermont, 
New  York,  respectively.  Robert  Annette,  whose  natal  year  was  1826,  died 
in  1886,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1836,  died  at  Edgewater,  New 
Jersey,  in  1907. 

Alfred  H.  Schoellkopf  was  afforded  excellent  educational  advantages 
in  his  youth.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo 
in  1909  and  from  Phillips  Academy  of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  in  1911, 
and  later  attended  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  In  enter¬ 
ing  on  his  business  career  he  became  identified  with  the  Niagara  Falls 
Hydraulic  Power  Company,  consolidated  in  1918  with  the  Niagara  Falls 
Power  Company,  which  he  represented  in  the  official  capacity  of  vice  presi¬ 
dent  from  1920  until  1926,  also  serving  as  general  manager  in  1925  and 
1926.  In  1925  he  assumed  the  vice  presidency  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  and 
Eastern  Power  Corporation,  of  which  he  was  also  made  general  manager 
the  following  year,  while  in  the  fall  of  1929  he  was  elected  president,  his 
present  official  position.  That  his  cooperation  and  counsel  have  been 
sought  in  the  successful  control  of  various  other  important  corporate  in¬ 
terests  is  indicated  in  a  partial  list  of  his  connections  given  below.  He 
is  a  special  partner  in  Schoellkopf  &  Co.,  members  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange;  executive  vice  president,  member  of  executive  committee  and 
director  of  the  Niagara  Hudson  Power  Corporation;  director  and  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company ;  director  and 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany;  a  vice  president  and  director  of  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of 
New  York;  director  of  the  Goodyear-Wende  Oil  Corporation;  director  of 
the  Lockport  &  Newfane  Power  &  Water  Supply  Company;  director  of 
the  M  &  T  Securities  Corporation;  director  of  the  Niagara  Electric  Serv¬ 
ice  Corporation;  director  of  The  Niagara  Falls  PowTer  Company;  president 
and  director  of  The  Niagara  Gorge  Railroad  Company;  director  of  the 
Niagara,  Lockport  &  Ontario  Power  Company;  president  and  director  of 
the  Niagara  Sprayer  and  Chemical  Company,  Inc. ;  and  a  director  of  the 
Tonawanda  Power  Company. 

On  the  24th  of  February",  1916,  Mr.  Schoellkopf  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Virginia  Pardridge,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  who  was  born  January 
27,  1896,  her  parents  being  Edward  Wellington  and  Clara  Lorinda 
(Wheeler)  Pardridge.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
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in  1869,  died  in  Chicago  in  1917,  while  her  mother,  whose  natal  year  was 
1870,  still  survives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  H.  Schoellkopf  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters:  Annette,  born  October  15,  1920;  and  Joan,  born  August 
21,  1924. 

Mr.  Schoellkopf  is  of  that  rare  type  of  citizen  who  combines  with  the 
best  order  of  business  ability  a  delight  in  things  cultural  and  a  devotion 
to  humanitarian  endeavors.  He  has  taken  a  keen  and  helpful  interest  in 
the  Buffalo  Musical  Foundation,  and  has  been  its  president  for  several 
years.  He  is  a  trustee  and  director,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  auditing 
committee,  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital ;  a  director  and  member  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Political  Science;  member  of  the  Buffalo  Library  Cor¬ 
poration;  member  of  the  Adirondack  League  Club;  and  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  belongs  to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge, 
No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  likewise  has  membership  in  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
fraternity. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  war  he  served  as  executive  officer  at 
the  port  of  embarkation  in  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo,  Saturn,  Buffalo  Athletic,  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  and  Country 
Clubs  of  Buffalo,  the  Niagara  and  Niagara  Falls  Country  Clubs  of  Niagara 
Falls  and  the  Engineers  Club  of  New  York.  Mr.  Schoellkopf’s  city  res¬ 
idence  is  at  761  West  Ferry  street  and  his  country  home  is  on  Davis 
road,  Elma. 


ALBERT  F.  LAUB 

Continuing  the  work  begun  by  his  grandfather  and  carried  forward 
by  his  father,  Albert  F.  Laub  capably  conducted  the  tanning  interests  of 
George  Laub’s  Sons  of  Buffalo  and  maintained  unsullied  the  splendid  repu¬ 
tation  for  business  integrity  and  enterprise  which  has  ever  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  family  name.  At  all  times  he  was  animated  by  a  progres¬ 
sive  spirit,  not  only  in  the  control  of  his  private  business  affairs,  but  in 
his  relation  to  public  interests,  and  was  an  active  factor  in  many  move¬ 
ments  looking  toward  the  accomplishment  of  real  and  practical  good. 

Born  in  Buffalo,  May  28,  1870,  he  was  a  son  of  George  and  Bertha 
(Schaller)  Laub.  His  grandfather,  George  Laub,  Sr.,  founder  of  the 
business  of  George  Laub’s  Sons,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
in  1795,  and  died  October  5,  1890,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-five 
years.  His  education  was  acquired  in  Germany  and  in  young  manhood 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  Locating  in  Eden,  New  York,  he  there 
established  in  1846  the  tanning  industry  which  still  bears  the  family  name. 
The  enterprise  was  moved  to  Buffalo  in  1858  and  in  this  city  it  has  been 
conducted  under  the  following  titles:  George  Laub,  A.  Laub  &  Brothers, 
Laub  &  Zeller  and  George  Laub’s  Sons.  A  master  tanner  as  well  as  a 
capable  business  man,  George  Laub  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundations 
of  the  present  house.  Its  beginnings  were  humble  and  a  few  employes 
were  sufficient  to  handle  the  small  volume  of  trade  in  the  early  days  but 
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the  present  plant,  covering  five  and  one-half  acres,  occupies  one  large 
building  of  five  stories,  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  six  hundred  feet,  and 
several  smaller  buildings.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  people  are  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  concern  and  the  factory  is  served  by  two  private  railway 
spurs.  Mr.  Laub  was  a  member  of  the  German  Evangelistic  Church  and 
carried  his  religion  into  his  daily  life,  maintaining  a  course  which  won 
for  him  the  respect,  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen.  By  his 
marriage  he  became  the  father  of  three  sons :  Adam,  Fred  and 
George,  Jr. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Erie  county,  New  York,  March 
4,  1837,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  12,  1905.  Having  acquired  a  public 
school  education,  he  entered  his  father’s  plant  and  closely  applied  himself 
to  the  task  of  mastering  the  technical  phases  of  the  tanning  industry. 
Alert,  energetic  and  dependable,  he  steadily  progressed,  becoming  the 
guiding  spirit  of  the  concern,  which  continued  to  prosper  under  his 
administration.  In  later  life  he  was  assisted  by  his  sons,  whom  he  had 
carefully  and  thoroughly  trained.  He  adhered  to  the  religious  faith  of 
his  father  and  was  a  member  of  several  societies  of  a  social  nature. 

George  Laub,  Jr.,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Schaller,  who 
was  born  July  13,  1841,  and  died  October  3,  1907.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  George  C.,  Albert  F.,  Charles  J.,  Emma  Goetz,  Bertha 
P.,  Clara  L.  and  Ida  B. 

Albert  F.  Laub,  the  second  son  of  George  Laub,  Jr.,  was  graduated 
from  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo  and  after  attending  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  returned  to  his  native  city,  where  he  entered 
the  family  business.  To  this  he  gave  his  undivided  attention  for  many 
years,  sharing  in  the  responsibilities  of  its  management  and  making  his 
efforts  and  ability  count  as  effective  factors  in  the  attainment  of  its 
present  high  standard.  His  knowledge  and  experience  qualified  him  to 
speak  with  authority  upon  matters  relative  to  the  trade  and  in  recognition 
of  his  ability  he  was  chosen  vice  president  of  the  Tanners  Council  of 
America.  Like  his  father,  he  made  provision  for  the  future  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  by  instructing  his  sons  in  the  details  of  the  work,  and  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  family  now  controls  the  interests  of  George  Laub’s 
Sons.  That  this  pioneer  institution  has  maintained  its  place  of  leadership 
in  the  trade  for  more  than  eighty  years  under  the  varying  methods  and 
conditions  of  commercial  life  is  due  to  the  fact  that  from  generation  to 
generation  the  firm  has  been  represented  and  directed  by  men  of  pro¬ 
gressive  ideas  and  aims,  capable  of  meeting  the  demands  of  keen  competi¬ 
tion  and  strong  in  those  crises  of  business  which  determine  successful 
survivors. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1898,  Mr.  Laub  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Clara  Hoffman,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Clara  (Lange)  Hoffman, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany  but  came  to  Buffalo  as  children.  They 
were  pioneers  in  the  millinery  business,  having  a  shop  on  Genesee  street, 
and  won  a  large  share  of  the  local  trade  in  their  line.  Their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Laub,  was  born  in  this  city  and  pursued  her  studies  in  the  old  Central 
high  school.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children. 
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Raymond  A.,  born  in  1000,  was  graduated  from  the  Nichols  school  and 
from  Harvard  University  in  1923  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
George  Laub’s  Sons.  Herbert  C.,  born  in  1902,  completed  a  course  in 
the  Nichols  school  and  in  Yale  University,  class  of  1925,  and  is  also  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  George  Laub’s  Sons.  Albert  E.,  born  in  1905,  was 
graduated  from  the  Nichols  school  and  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  of  Yale  in  1928,  and  is  likewise  associated  with  the  family  business. 
Grace  H.,  a  graduate  of  the  Franklin  school  of  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1931,  at  Smith  College.  David  J.,  born  in  1911,  completed 
a  course  in  the  Nichols  school  and  is  now  a  Yale  student,  class  of  1932. 

Albert  F.  Laub  passed  away  in  Buffalo,  March  7,  1921,  in  his  fifty-first 
year.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  and  a  worthy  exemplar  of  Masonry,  belonging  to  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  all  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  attaining 
the  thirty-second  degree.  Enjoying  the  social  amenities  of  life,  he  had 
membership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Wanakah  Country  Club.  In  many  tangible 
ways  he  gave  proof  of  his  public  spirit  and  devotion  to  the  general  wel¬ 
fare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  a  member  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  the  Buffalo  City  Hospital ;  vice  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Nichols  school;  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts 
Academy;  and  a  trustee  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of 
Buffalo.  He  had  a  high  sense  of  civic  duty  and  it  was  his  pride  and  joy 
to  aid  in  all  that  made  for  a  finer  and  better  community.  Mr.  Laub  had  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  the  leather  and  saddlery  trade  throughout  the  United 
States  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  ability,  integrity  and  kindly 
nature.  As  a  husband  and  father  he  lived  an  exemplary  life,  offering  to 
his  children  a  worthy  ideal.  His  family  reside  at  1272  Delaware  avenue, 
one  of  the  show  places  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Laub  belongs  to  the  Twentieth 
Century  and  Town  Clubs,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  is  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  Archeological  Society  of  America.  She 
has  served  on  the  board  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  of  Buffalo, 
became  one  of  its  early  secretaries  and  has  ever  manifested  a  deep  and 
helpful  interest  in  the  organization.  She  is  active  in  all  branches  of 
social  service  work  and  has  long  been  a  zealous  member  of  the  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church.  Like  her  husband,  she  has  performed 
many  unheralded  acts  of  kindness  and  charity  and  exerts  a  strong  influ¬ 
ence  for  good  in  her  city. 


STANISLAUS  MONCZYNSKI 

Typical  of  the  excellent  families  which  the  country  of  Poland  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States  is  that  of  Monczynski, 
which  was  established  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  in  1882,  and  members  of 
which  have  become  valuable  and  representative  citizens  of  this  commun¬ 
ity  and  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Stanislaus  Monczynski,  who  is  president 
of  the  Monczynski  Lumber  Company,  Inc.,  situated  at  2402-12  Bailey 
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avenue,  in  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  this  respected  family,  and  holds  the 
well  merited  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  upright,  honorable  men 
of  Buffalo,  charitable  and  philanthropic  in  his  acts,  and  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  all  civic  movements  of  benefit. 

Mr.  Monczynski  was  born  in  Poland,  May  1,  1874,  a  son  of  John  and 
Frances  (Wozniak)  Monczynski,  who  came  to  Buffalo,  March  19,  1882. 
The  father,  who  was  a  mason  contractor,  died  here  May  17,  1928,  and 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age  (1931). 
Six  of  the  children  are  now  residing  at  Buffalo,  namely:  Jacob,  born 
in  Poland,  is  now  a  carpenter;  Joseph,  born  in  Poland,  is  a  mason  con¬ 
tractor;  Anthony  H.,  born  in  Buffalo,  is  a  clerk  in  the  superior  court  and 
has  four  children ;  Stella,  born  in  Buffalo,  is  the  wife  of  Anthony 
Przewozniczak,  of  this  city,  and  mother  of  two  children;  Agnes,  born  in 
Buffalo,  is  the  wife  of  T.  Kubera,  a  mason  contractor  of  this  city,  and 
they  have  four  children. 

Stanislaus  Monczynski  is  the  other  member  of  the  family.  Having 
come  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  when  eight  years  of  age,  he  attended 
the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  His  studies  completed,  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  mason  contracting  business  until  1898,  and  on 
June  29th  of  that  year  was  appointed  a  patrolman  on  the  Buffalo  police 
force.  For  sixteen  years  he  wore  the  uniform  of  the  department,  and  in 
the  conduct  of  his  duties  consistently  won  high  commendation  from  his 
superiors  and  from  the  public.  During  the  last  eight  years  of  his  police 
work,  Mr.  Monczynski  built  houses  on  lots  he  had  purchased  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Buffalo.  On  June  2,  1914,  he  established  a  lumber  yard  and 
erected  a  planing  mill  and  office  building  at  the  site  of  his  present  business, 
where  two  and  a  half  acres  of  land  are  utilized.  He  still  constructs  houses 
on  his  properties,  and  is  interested  in  the  development  of  the  locality. 
In  order  to  have  a  new  church  in  this  section  he  made  it  possible  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  site  on  Genesee  street,  between  Forman  and  Theodora  streets,  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  foot  frontage  on  Genesee  street 
and  five  hundred  feet  depth,  for  the  erection  of  the  Queen  of  Peace  Roman 
Catholic  Church  edifice.  Mr.  Monczynski  supplied  the  lumber  and  mill 
work  for  this  church  building,  and  has  also  contributed  a  like  service  to 
other  churches,  convents,  fine  homes  and  stores  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Buffalo. 

Mr.  Monczynski  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Buffalo; 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Lancaster,  New  York;  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  at  Lancaster;  the  Polish  Union  of  America;  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club  (life 
member)  ;  the  Lumbermen’s  Association  of  Buffalo,  also  of  the  North¬ 
eastern  States  and  of  Alhambra.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Genesee  National 
Bank,  and  a  director  of  the  Community  Corporation  of  Buffalo. 

On  August  30,  1893,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Monczynski  and 
Mary  Hybil,  a  native  of  Poland,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  John  C.,  born  June  1,  1894,  married  Rose  Jabubowski,  and 
they  had  four  children,  Bernice,  Dorothy,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Dr.  Victor  L.  Monczynski,  second  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  May  5, 
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1896,  married  Euphemia  Wojciechowski,  and  their  children  are  Aloysius, 
Gertrude,  Victor,  Amelia,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Frank  S. 
Monczynski,  born  November  10,  1898,  married  Genevieve  Mientus,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Marion  and  Eileen.  Clara  P.  Monczynski,  born 
June  28,  1900,  married  Stephen  Zdanowski,  and  is  employed  in  her  fath¬ 
er’s  office.  Walter  S.  Monczynski,  born  July  24,  1901,  employed  in  his 
father’s  business,  married  Esther  I.  Austin  and  they  have  three  children, 
Robert,  Walter,  and  Joan  Margaret.  Edmund  S.  Monczynski,  born 
October  22,  1902,  married  Agnes  Lewandowska,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Dolores.  Wanda  J.  Monczynski,  born  February  14,  1908,  married  Albert 
C.  Peinkofer,  and  is  the  mother  of  Adeline  and  Joseph.  Martha  M. 
Monczynski,  born  July  13,  1910,  is  a  professional  nurse  at  Buffalo.  One 
child  died  in  infancy.  i 

Two  of  Mr.  Monczynski’s  sons,  Victor  L.  and  Frank  S.,  served  with 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the  World  war,  both 
having  been  attached  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Field  Artillery. 
Victor  L.  graduated  from  Masten  Park  high  school  of  Buffalo,  while  he 
was  in  the  service  overseas,  and  at  the  graduation  exercises,  his  chair  was 
decorated  with  the  American  flag.  He  enlisted  in  the  old  Sixty-fifth  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  with  Pershing  on  the  Mexican 
border.  On  his  return  to  Buffalo,  he  was  re-assigned  for  overseas  duty 
and  in  France  served  for  nine  months,  being  stationed  in  various  sectors 
with  his  regiment,  and  during  this  time  was  wounded.  Frank  S.  Monczyn¬ 
ski  was  graduated  from  Technical  high  school  at  Buffalo. 

The  Monczynski  family  reside  in  Lancaster,  New  York,  and  their 
religious  faith  is  indicated  in  their  membership  in  St.  Augustine  Church 
at  Depew,  New  York. 


SHERMAN  E.  McNAMARA 

Sherman  E.  McNamara,  who  is  general  agent  for  the  Provident  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  Buffalo  and  western  New  York  state,  with 
offices  located  at  1011  White  building,  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  enter¬ 
prising  and  successful  insurance  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  His  rise 
in  the  insurance  field  has  been  rapid  beyond  the  ordinary  for  he  has 
demonstrated  a  marked  ability  in  this  work  to  which  he  is  obviously  so 
well  adapted.  He  has  likewise  shown  a  public-spirited  attitude  toward 
civic  and  other  phases  of  public  life  in  his  home  community. 

The  birth  of  Sherman  E.  McNamara  occurred  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
March  9,  1891.  His  father,  Patrick  J.  McNamara,  was  born  in  Ireland, 
January  11,  1860,  and  died  March  19,  1924.  He  came  to  America  alone 
when  he  was  only  sixteen  years,  and  early  in  life  took  up  railroading  as 
his  life  work.  For  many  years  he  was  a  fireman  and  later  a  locomotive 
engineer  and  also  served  in  other  capacities.  So  high  was  his  standing 
in  his  chosen  field,  that  he  was  appointed  a  vice  president  and  legislative 
representative  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  Firemen 
and  represented  this  organization  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  until  the  time 
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of  his  death.  His  wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  T.  Hanrahan  before  marriage, 
was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  March  3,  1863,  and  survives  her 
husband.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children.  Daniel  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years ;  Raymond,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years, 
was  employed  by  the  Tomlinson  Company,  in  charge  of  the  Duluth  office, 
and  married  Miss  Pearl  Bradley,  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Olive ;  Irving  J.,  who  is  a  business  man  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  married  Irene  Cogan,  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  Leon, 
who  is  associated  with  the  Edmond  Stevens  Insurance  Company  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  married  Miss  Florence  Biegler,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Leon,  Jr. ;  Norman  V.,  who  is  employed  by  the  Guardian  Casualty 
Company  of  Buffalo,  married  Miss  Marie  Hughes,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Norman,  Jr.,  Emmet,  George,  and  Joan  Marie;  Emmet 
J.,  who  is  president  of  Pollard  &  Company,  tire  dealers,  of  Buffalo, 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Campbell,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Emmet  J.,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth;  George  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
from  fever  contracted  in  a  military  camp  during  the  Spanish-American 
war ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Victor  Gamble,  vice  president  of  the  Duggan 
Publishing  Company  at  Kenmore,  New  York,  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Victor,  Jr.;  Olive  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Sauter,  who  is  in  the  grocery 
and  meat  business  in  Eggertsville,  New  York,  and  also  a  director  of  the 
Bettinger  Coal  &  Coke  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Sherman  E.  McNamara,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  attended 
the  grade  schools  of  Buffalo  and  was  graduated  from  the  Central  high 
school  in  1909.  He  obtained  his  first  employment  with  the  Columbia 
National  Bank,  serving  as  a  bookkeeper  from  1909  until  1913,  and  then 
was  with  the  Buffalo  Trust  Company  as  general  bookkeeper  until  1915, 
after  which  he  was  with  the  Citizens  Commercial  Trust  Company  until 
1917,  working  on  branch  examinations  for  the  last  named. 

In  1917  Mr.  McNamara  enlisted  in  the  aviation  section  of  the  Signal 
Corps  of  the  United  States  Army  from  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  took  his 
ground  school  course  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  from  November  30,  1917,  until  January  15,  1918.  He  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Georgia  School  of  Technology  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and 
on  March  9,  1918,  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant.  He  was  then 
ordered  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  to  establish  an  anti-aircraft  unit  for  the 
balloon  division  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  there  stayed  two  months, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Kelly  Field  to  take  his  flying  training.  He 
was  in  the  closing  stages  of  this  work  when  he  resigned  his  commission 
on  January  11,  1919. 

Mr.  McNamara  returned  to  Buffalo  and  became  an  employee  of  the 
Citizens  Commercial  Trust  Company  in  charge  of  the  bookkeeping  depart¬ 
ment.  He  was  next  associated  with  the  Merchants  Mutual  Casualty  Com¬ 
pany  from  1919  to  1924,  with  headquarters  at  Buffalo,  then  resigned  to 
become  identified  with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  with 
which  he  remained  until  December,  1927.  On  January  1,  1928,  he  became 
affiliated  with  the  Provident  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  as  a  special 
agent,  and  on  September  2,  1929,  was  appointed  general  agent  for  Buffalo 
and  western  New  York,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
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On  June  2,  1920,  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Mr.  McNamara  was  married 
to  Miss  Margarette  Welsh,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Anne  Welsh.  Her  father  is  a  member  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  residing  in  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNamara  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Margarette,  born  June  15,  1921;  Jean  Elizabeth, 
born  September  10,  1922;  Marilyn  Anne,  born  February  10,  1924;  Sher¬ 
man  E.,  Jr.,  born  April  2,  1927 ;  and  Helen,  born  November  22,  1929. 
Mr.  McNamara’s  religious  connection,  as  well  as  that  of  his  family,  is 
with  St.  Margaret’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  society  he  served  as  president  of 
the  board  of  directors  from  1924  to  1929.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Transit  Valley  Country 
Club. 


CHARLES  PINGREY  ROGERS 

Since  March,  1929,  Charles  Pingrey  Rogers  has  been  president  of  the 
firm  of  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  important  steel,  hardware  and  metal  concerns  of  the  Niagara  Fron¬ 
tier.  Mr.  Rogers  has  been  associated  with  the  hardware  business  for  a  half 
century,  connected  with  this  same  organization  under  its  different  titles 
and  managements  during  the  entire  period,  and  has  advanced  steadily  to¬ 
ward  his  present  eminent  position  from  one  of  the  most  humble  jobs, 
that  of  messenger  boy.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  hardware  trade 
and  of  all  of  its  connections  is  utilized  in  the  conduct  of  the  responsible 
duties  of  his  present  office,  and  his  judgment  and  business  sagacity  are 
held  in  profound  respect  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  also  entered  en¬ 
thusiastically  into  the  club,  civic  and  social  affairs  of  his  home  city  and  is 
very  popular  wherever  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  born  September  25,  1865,  at  Randolph,  New  York, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  E.  and  Melissa  E.  (Pingrey)  Rogers.  His 
grandparents  were  Rev.  Lucius  Carey  and  Fanny  (Locke)  Rogers.  The 
former,  a  Methodist  minister,  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  and  died  in 
New  York  state,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  New  York  state,  died  in 
Fremont,  Nebraska. 

Their  son,  John  E.  Rogers,  was  born  at  Litchfield,  Herkimer  county, 
New  York,  January  28,  1837,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  25,  1909.  He 
was  a  merchant,  and  later  a  linseed  oil  salesman.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat,  and  his  religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Melissa  E.  (Pingrey)  Rogers,  the  mother  of  Charles  P.,  was 
born  at  Ludlow,  Vermont,  April  10,  1840,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December 
15,  1917.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Betsy  (Bent)  Pingrey,  native 
Vermonters,  who  died  at  Randolph,  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  hotel 
keeper. 

Charles  P.  Rogers  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  on  September  16,  1880,  when  a  youth  of  fourteen  years,  be¬ 
came  an  employe  of  the  firm  of  Pratt  &  Comany,  wholesale  and  retail 
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hardware  merchants  of  Buffalo,  in  the  capacity  of  messenger  boy.  That 
firm  was  the  predecessor  of  the  present  large  company  of  which  Mr. 
Rogers  is  the  executive  head.  In  the  years  since  he  drew  his  first  small 
weekly  wage,  he  has  been  active  in  every  department  of  the  business,  and 
his  notable  success  and  that  of  the  organization  have  literally  kept  step 
side  by  side  through  the  intervening  years.  The  business  had  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  the  year  1826,  when  Samuel  F.  Pratt  had  a  small  store  in  Buffalo, 
which  was  then  a  mere  village.  Indians  were  frequently  seen  on  the 
streets;  the  Erie  canal  had  been  open  just  about  a  year;  the  first  rail¬ 
road  had  not  yet  been  built  into  the  community  to  connect  it  with  the 
east;  and  there  was  little  about  the  town  to  cause  one  to  prophesy  future 
greatness.  Hardware,  tools,  nails,  horseshoes  and  a  few  crude  stoves 
comprised  the  stock  of  Mr.  Pratt.  Times  changed,  however;  improve¬ 
ments  and  greater  population  brought  progress,  and  as  the  village  became 
a  city,  the  hardware  business  founded  by  Mr.  Pratt  grew  apace.  In  the 
period  of  1842-46,  the  firm  was  S.  F.  Pratt  &  Company,  consisting  of 
Samuel  F.  and  Pascal  P.  Pratt.  From  1846  to  1872,  it  was  Pratt  &  Com¬ 
pany,  the  partners  being  Samuel  F.  and  Pascal  P.  Pratt  and  Edward 
P.  Beals;  then  until  1886,  the  business  was  managed  by  Pascal  P.  Pratt 
and  Edward  P.  Beals.  From  1886  to  1893,  the  firm  was  Beals  &  Brown, 
David  E.  Brown  having  joined  Mr.  Beals.  From  1893  to  1900,  the  firm, 
operating  as  Beals  &  Company,  consisted  of  Edward  P.  Beals,  Pascal  P. 
Beals  and  William  R.  Gass.  From  1900  to  1903,  under  the  same  title,  the 
directorate  was  composed  of  Edward  P.  Beals,  Pascal  P.  Beals,  Eugene 
J.  McCarthy,  Charles  P.  Rogers  and  Samuel  C.  Pratt,  Mr.  Rogers  having 
become  one  of  the  managing  officers  at  this  time,  twenty  years  after  his 
introduction  to  the  business.  From  1903  to  1917,  still  as  Beals  &  Com¬ 
pany,  the  directorate  was  the  same,  excepting  for  the  absence  of  Edward 
P.  Beals.  In  1917  the  firm  became  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  consisting 
of  Pascal  P.  Beals,  Eugene  J.  McCarthy  and  Charles  P.  Rogers.  Then, 
in  1918,  still  the  same  title,  Mr.  McCarthy  and  Mr.  Rogers  were  alone, 
having  purchased  all  of  the  interests  of  the  other  partners.  In  1919  the 
firm  was  incorporated  as  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Inc.,  with  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Carthy  as  president  and  Mr.  Rogers  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1926 
Mr.  Rogers  was  elected  vice  president,  relinquishing  the  office  of  secretary, 
but  remained  treasurer,  and  filled  the  dual  position  of  vice  president  and 
treasurer  until  March  14,  1929,  when  he  was  elected  president  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  succeeding  Mr.  McCarthy,  whose  death  occurred  a  short  time 
previously.  The  supply  stores,  warehouses  and  general  offices  of  this 
mammoth  concern  are  situated  at  40-62  Terrace,  in  Buffalo,  where  they 
handle  machinery,  tools  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  and  types  for  manu¬ 
facturers,  contractors,  railways,  garages,  machine  shops,  blacksmiths, 
welders  and  braziers.  New  steel  warehouses  were  also  opened  in  1925 
at  529  to  561  Elk  street,  within  five  minutes’  motor  ride  from  the  parent 
plant.  The  business  of  this  company  is  carried  out  in  the  most  modern  and 
approved  fashion  in  the  matter  of  honest  dealing  with  patrons  and  fair 
methods  of  employment. 

Mr.  Rogers  is  a  member  of  the  American  Steel  &  Heavy  Hardware 
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Association  and  of  the  National  Hardware  Association.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Blocher  Homes  of  Williamsville,  New  York,  and  he  is  a  member  and 
treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Asbury  Delaware  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  treasurer  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Wanakah 
Country  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  He  votes  with  the  republican 
party,  and  his  favorite  diversions  are  traveling  and  motoring. 

On  June  6,  1893,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Rogers  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Pfeiffer,  a  native  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
and  a  daughter  of  Christian  F.  and  Charlotte  (Edwards)  Pfeiffer.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
was  a  live  stock  dealer  and  during  the  Civil  war,  engaged  in  buying  horses 
for  the  Union  Army.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Rogers  received  her  education  in  the  grammar  and 
high  schools  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  latter,  Marion 
Rogers,  is  a  graduate  of  Public  School  No.  56,  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and 
Pine  Manor  of  Wellesley,  Massachusetts,  and  is  the  wife  of  Edward  R. 
Dumesnil,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Carter  Dry  Goods  Company  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dumesnil  have  three  children:  Ann 
Rogers,  Edward  R.,  Jr.,  and  Jean.  John  Frederick  Rogers,  son  of  Charles 
P.  and  Anna  P.  Rogers,  acquired  his  early  education  in  Public  School  No. 
56  and  in  the  Lafayette  high  school.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Nichols 
School  of  Buffalo  and  Lehigh  University  of  Pennsylvania,  completing  a 
course  in  the  latter  institution  with  the  class  of  1924.  He  is  a  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  firm  of  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Inc.  J.  Frederick  Rogers 
married  Jean  Watson  Baker,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Joan 
Baker  Rogers.  The  residence  of  Charles  P.  Rogers  is  at  101  Windsor 
avenue,  Buffalo. 


WILLIAM  E.  CARROLL 

William  E.  Carroll,  who  is  now  retired  from  active  business,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  over  seventy-two  years  and  for  more  than 
forty-five  years  was  identified  with  the  city’s  commercial  interests.  He 
was  born  in  Old  Court,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  December  25,  1850,  a  son 
of  John  S.  and  Mary  Cammier  (DeCies)  Carroll.  John  S.  Carroll  was 
a  farmer  in  Ireland  and  in  1851  started  with  his  family  for  the  United 
States,  making  the  voyage  by  sailing  vessel  to  Quebec,  whence  they  went 
to  Rochester,  New  York,  reaching  that  city  April,  1851.  In  April,  1858, 
the  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  the  parents  continued  to  reside 
throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  children  were  six  in  num¬ 
ber,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  James,  Samuel,  William 
E.,  Mary,  Anna  and  Adelaide.  The  last  named  married  William  S.  Van 
Clief,.a  prominent  lumber  dealer  of  Staten  Island,  New  York,  where  her 
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death  occurred  in  May,  1919.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Courtlandt,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  William  Car- 
roll  ;  Ray  Alan,  further  reference  to  him  elsewhere ;  and  Clare,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Theodore  W.  Janeway  of  Staten  Island,  New  York. 

William  E.  Carroll  was  less  than  eight  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  first  regu¬ 
larly  employed  as  a  messenger  boy  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany.  While  thus  working  he  learned  the  art  of  telegraphy  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  was  a  railway  telegraph  operator,  later  advancing  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  railroad  superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he  had  been  engaged 
for  some  time  when  he  gave  up  railroad  work  to  enter  business  in  Buffalo. 
He  was  a  thrifty  young  man  and  had  accumulated  some  capital,  which 
enabled  him  to  go  into  business  for  himself  as  a  dealer  in  wood  and  coal. 
Among  his  customers  was  the  Barber  Asphalt  Company,  a  concern  which 
used  a  large  amount  of  sand  and  was  obliged  to  contend  with  irregular 
and  uncertain  deliveries  of  that  commodity.  This  company  suggested  to 
Mr.  Carroll,  as  a  result  of  the  dependable  service  he  had  been  rendering, 
the  plan  of  going  into  the  sand  and  gravel  business.  In  1885  he  and  his 
brothers,  Samuel  and  James  Carroll,  organized  the  firm  of  Carroll 
Brothers  and  established  the  sand  and  gravel  business  that  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  conducted  by  the  concern  throughout  the  intervening  years  to 
the  present,  with  the  exception  of  a  period  of  about  six  months.  Due  to 
the  illness  of  Samuel  Carroll,  the  firm  disposed  of  its  business  in  August, 
1902,  the  purchaser,  E.  L.  Fuller  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  taking  over 
the  entire  business  consisting  of  barges,  tug,  railroad  facilities,  stone 
quarry,  sand  property,  and  certain  contracts  binding  Carroll  Brothers 
for  delivery  of  materials  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  The  inability 
of  Mr.  Fuller  to  supply  limestone,  sand  and  gravel  as  specified  in  these 
contracts,  compelled  Carroll  Brothers,  after  about  six  months,  to  go  back 
in  the  business  in  order  to  fill  the  contracts  for  which  they  would  other¬ 
wise  be  held.  The  firm  of  Carroll  Brothers  really  dates  back  to  1861,  in 
which  year  Samuel  and  James  Carroll  established  a  shipbuilding  business 
that  was  continued  until  1886,  when  the  three  brothers  joined  interests 
in  the  sand  and  gravel  business,  as  previously  stated.  James  Carroll  died 
in  1908  and  Samuel  Carroll  passed  away  in  1923.  William  E.  Carroll 
then  assumed  the  sole  management  of  the  firm’s  interests,  remaining  at 
its  head  until  1928,  when  the  business  was  incorporated  and  Mr.  Carroll 
retired  from  its  active  control,  being  succeeded  by  his  nephews,  Courtlandt 
Van  Clief  and  Ray  Alan  Van  Clief,  who  had  been  for  several  years  prom¬ 
inently  identified  with  the  firm’s  operations.  The  business  of  Carroll 
Brothers  has  been  a  very  successful  enterprise  and  after  nearly  seventy 
years  of  existence  can  point  with  pride  to  a  record  of  never  having  broken 
a  contract.  This  includes  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  when  labor  advanced 
from  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  four  dollars  and  a  half  per  day  and  made 
contract  work  a  hazardous  undertaking.  The  company  has  extensive 
interests,  utilizing  a  fleet  of  vessels  for  the  transportation  of  its  products 
to  various  points  and  the  most  modern  facilities  for  handling  the  special 
needs  of  the  business.  William  E.  Carroll  has  always  held  to  high  stand- 
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ards  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs  and  the  success  he  has  achieved 
indicates  his  managerial  ability  and  straightforward  business  methods. 
Although  in  his  eightieth  year,  Mr.  Carroll  is  a  very  well  preserved  man, 
owing  to  a  naturally  robust  constitution  and  a  life  of  regular  habits.  He 
enjoys  the  highest  respect  of  all  who  know  him  because  of  his  sterling 
qualities  and  kindly  manner.  He  lives  at  190  Summer  street,  which  has 
been  his  residence  since  1907. 


FRANKLIN  W.  H.  BECKER 

The  banking  career  of  Franklin  W.  H.  Becker,  of  Buffalo,  covering  a 
half  century,  is  one  of  notable  accomplishment.  He  is  secretary,  treas¬ 
urer  and  a  trustee  of  the  Western  Savings  Bank  of  this  city,  with  which 
institution  he  has  been  connected  as  an  employee  and  officer  since  the  year 
1884, — in  itself  an  achievement  of  extraordinary  interest.  He  has  given 
honorable  and  loyal  service  both  to  the  Western  Savings  Bank  and  to  its 
patrons,  and  has  won  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 

A  native  son  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occurred  July  1,  1860,  his 
parents  were  Henry  and  Susanna  (Nauert)  Becker.  The  father  was 
born  January  24,  1825,  in  Germany,  and  died  February  2,  1910.  He  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1832,  when  a  mere  lad,  and  on  August  20,  1848,  he  married 
Susanna  Nauert,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  March  23,  1827,  came  to 
America  when  she  was  nine  years  old,  and  died  December  28,  1904. 

Franklin  W.  H.  Becker  attended  the  local  grade  schools  and  Central 
high  school,  and  planned  to  enroll  as  a  student  in  a  technical  college. 
However,  immediately  after  his  graduation  from  high  school  he  was 
offered  a  position  in  the  old  German  Bank  at  Main  and  Broadway,  with 
which  his  older  brother  was  associated.  He  accepted,  and  spent  a  short 
time  there  as  a  messenger,  then  became  a  clerk  in  White’s  Bank,  where  he 
continued  for  three  years.  In  May,  1884,  he  first  became  associated  with 
the  Western  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  after  two  years  employment  as 
bookkeeper  became  secretary  and  treasurer,  which  is  his  present  status 
in  this  institution.  He  is  also  a  trustee  at  this  time. 

On  April  21,  1884,  Mr.  Becker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  E. 
Wendt,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Franz  William  and  Louisa  (Weichman) 
Wendt.  Her  father  was  born  in  Germany,  March  23,  1815,  and  died  No¬ 
vember  18,  1877,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Germany,  November  16, 
1827,  and  died  October  24,  1887.  Both  came  to  the  city  of  Buffalo  in 
1845,  and  were  here  married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  daughters,  namely :  Edith,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Stolzenbach,  of  Buffalo;  Louise,  who  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools,  at  Wellesley  College,  and  in  Mechanic’s 
Institute  of  Rochester,  New  York;  Rose,  a  graduate  of  the  Lafayette 
high  school,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Lawton,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  and 
Mary,  also  a  graduate  of  Lafayette  high  school,  and  now  the  wife  of 
Howard  T.  Jackson,  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Lawton  has  a  son,  John,  and  Mrs. 
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Jackson  is  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Claire.  The  Becker  family 
home  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at  260  Richmond  avenue.  In  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Becker,  on  April  10,  1930,  the  city  of  Buffalo  lost  one  of  its  most 
representative  women,  who  held  the  affection  of  hosts  of  friends. 

Franklin  W.  H.  Becker  has  entered  whole-heartedly  into  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Lutheran  Church  since  his  boyhood.  He  was  one  of  the  char¬ 
ter  members  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  many  years,  and  when  the  Church  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  was  organized  he  was  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  many  years.  He  has  been  president  of 
the  Church  council  since  1906.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm,  and  has  served  this  in¬ 
stitution  as  director  and  treasurer.  Although  he  has  retired  from  the 
board,  he  continues  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Home.  He 
has  long  been  active  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  serving  continuously  as  a  director 
since  1901  and  treasurer  since  1912. 

Mr.  Becker  has  been  an  extensive  traveler  in  this  country  and  Canada, 
finding  much  pleasure  and  diversion  in  this  pursuit.  He  is  a  great  lover 
of  nature  and  particularly  fond  of  floriculture,  which  with  books  and 
music  are  his  hobbies,  and  in  these  he  finds  much  relaxation  and  enjoy¬ 
ment.  He  was  director  of  the  choir  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  old  Liedertafel.  Mr.  Becker  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club, 
the  Rotary  Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  (life 
member),  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Board,  the  New  York  State  Savings  Bank 
Association,  and  the  American  Savings  Bank  Association.  He  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Consistory, 
Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine. 


ROBERT  S.  McMANNUS 

The  success  of  Robert  S.  McMannus  in  the  field  of  steel  structural 
work,  bridge  and  building  construction,  fabrication  of  steel,  and  kindred 
industries,  is  almost  unparalleled.  At  an  age  when  most  men  are  yet 
without  definite  conception  of  their  future  life’s  work,  Mr.  McMannus  had 
scaled  the  heights ;  not  yet  old  enough  to  vote,  he  was  building  steel  rail¬ 
road  and  traffic  bridges  in  record  time.  The  inherent  ability  he  has  dis¬ 
played  is  most  exceptional,  a  talent  and  skill  given  to  him  by  his  stanch 
Scotch  ancestors,  one  of  whom,  in  the  remote  years,  built  the  fourth  bridge 
in  Scotland.  Robert  S.  McMannus  is  the  president  of  the  Robert  S. 
McMannus  Steel  Construction  Company,  Inc.,  located  at  1238  East  Ferry 
street  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  which  company,  as  noted  later,  has 
been  responsible  for  the  steel  work  on  many  notable  structures. 

Robert  S.  McMannus  was  born  April  1,  1883,  at  Hamilton,  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Janet  (Seaton)  McMannus.  The 
father  was  born  in  Scotland,  April  2,  1855,  and  died  November  3,  1921. 
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As  a  young  man,  he  came  alone  to  America,  and  settled  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  where  his  parents  arrived  later.  He  was  associated  with  the 
Hamilton  Bridge  Company  for  a  number  of  years,  and  subsequently  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  Dominion  Bridge  Company,  with  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1909.  In  that  year,  he  engaged  in  the  structural  steel  and 
bridge  building  business  for  himself,  under  the  title  of  the  Robert  Mc- 
Mannus  Structural  Steel  Company,  and  in  1910  removed  to  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  contracting  and  structural  steel 
manufacturing.  He  remained  active  in  this  work  until  1914,  then  retired 
in  1915  and  moved  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  resided  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  wife,  Janet  (Seaton)  McMannus,  was  a  native  of  Scot¬ 
land,  born  November  19,  1858,  and  passed  away  December  10,  1907,  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  She  came  to  Ontario  from  Scotland  when 
she  was  only  a  young  girl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMannus  were  the  parents 
of  six  children.  James,  who  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  September 
23,  1881,  and  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  died  January 
30,  1930.  Mary  McMannus,  who  resides  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  was  born 
there  August  10,  1884.  Thomas  McMannus,  born  at  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
February  4,  1886,  is  now  engaged  in  the  bridge  building  and  contracting 
business  at  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  has  been  since  1926.  He  has 
done  much  steel  building  construction  work  in  both  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  He  married  Maude  Nan  Carrow,  a  native  of  Campbellford, 
Ontario,  and  they  have  two  children,  Jean  and  Robert  Thomas.  IsaBella 
McMannus,  born  October  8,  1887,  is  the  wife  of  Howard  Robertson,  a 
resident  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lithographing 
business.  They  have  one  son,  William,  born  in  1912.  John  McMannus, 
born  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  October  18,  1890,  is  a  resident  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  engaged  in  trucking  and  heavy  hauling  for  Robert  S. 
McMannus.  He  married  Katherine  Kent,  who  was  born  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  a  son,  Robert. 

Robert  S.  McMannus  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hamilton,  Ontario.  In  1898,  when  about  fifteen  years  old,  he  did  his  first 
work  with  the  Dominion  Bridge  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  erec¬ 
tion  superintendent.  In  1901,  when  he  was  eighteen,  he  was  made  fore¬ 
man  of  a  large  mill  building  at  Sydney,  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  which 
required  one  year’s  residence  there.  He  then  became  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  of  railroad  work  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  between  Buffalo 
and  Detroit,  erecting  bridges.  He  was  then  made  superintendent,  and 
erected  a  large  bridge  at  St.  Thomas,  also  a  number  of  smaller  bridges. 
He  was  then  twenty-one  years  old.  Next  he  went  with  the  Canadian 
Bridge  Company  at  Walkerville,  Ontario,  and  was  superintendent  of 
several  large  bridges  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  from  1904  to  1910. 
He  later  went  to  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan,  and  erected  the  first  steel 
traffic  bridge  from  Saskatoon  to  Nutana.  This  was  a  one  thousand  foot 
bridge,  with  five  spans  of  two  hundred  feet  each,  and  the  time  required 
for  its  construction,  May  to  September,  1907,  was  a  record  breaking  per¬ 
formance  in  the  bridge  building  business.  Mr.  McMannus,  in  1908,  con¬ 
structed  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  bridge  across  the  South  Saskatche- 
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wan  river,  which  bridge  was  over  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  with  eight 
spans  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  each.  In  the  summer  of  1908, 
he  erected  a  bridge  from  North  Battleford  to  Old  Battleford,  across  the 
North  Saskatchewan  river,  which  was  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
long.  It  may  be  noted  that  he  was  at  this  time  but  twenty-five  years  old. 
Next,  Mr.  McMannus  went  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario,  where  he  was 
superintendent  of  a  number  of  large  mill  buildings.  In  1911  he  started 
contracting  on  his  own  account,  erecting  small  road  bridges  in  Canada, 
and  maintained  his  offices  at  Hamilton,  Ontario.  In  1911  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  and  became  associated  with  the  Northern  Steel  Construction 
Company,  of  which  he  was  made  vice  president  and  superintendent.  He 
was  in  charge  of  the  installation  of  steel  gates  for  the  Black  Rock  ship 
canal  at  Buffalo.  In  the  fall  of  1911  he  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  where 
he  erected  the  Arena  Gardens,  the  arches  on  this  building  weighing  thirty- 
eight  tons  each  and  each  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  long.  He  completed 
this  task  in  March,  1912.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and,  as  his  father 
had  retired  from  the  head  of  the  Northern  Steel  Construction  Company, 
Mr.  McMannus  was  made  president.  One  of  the  first  contracts  he  took 
was  that  for  the  Buffalo  Auditorium,  for  the  erection  of  the  steel  roof. 
The  trusses  were  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  and  weighed  thirty- 
eight  tons  each.  He  completed  this  job  in  six  weeks,  then  took  a  steel 
contract  for  the  Eastman  Kodak  Company  of  Rochester,  New  York,  to 
erect  a  mill  building.  In  1912  he  erected  the  steel  on  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  passenger  depot  at  Rochester,  New  York. 

Mr.  McMannus  eventually  sold  his  interest  in  the  Northern  Steel  Con¬ 
struction  Company  and  started  in  business  for  himself  in  1915.  He  has 
constructed  several  elevators,  terminal  elevator,  and  the  Buffalo  concrete 
elevator.  In  1917  he  had  a  war  contract  with  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding 
Company  at  the  Victory  plant  in  Buffalo,  which  contract  called  for  twenty- 
six  hundred  tons  of  steel  for  boats  under  construction  at  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  also  erected  a  bridge  across  the  Erie  tracks  at  Buffalo,  two 
hundred  feet  long  with  eight  hundred  tons  weight,  and  the  Jackson  build¬ 
ing,  Buffalo  (fourteen  hundred  tons).  In  1919  the  business  was  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  firm  name  of  the  R.  S.  McMannus  Steel  Construction 
Company,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  He  started  with  the  fabrica¬ 
tion  of  steel  then,  as  well  as  erecting.  One  of  his  first  contracts  was  the 
fabrication  and  erection  of  a  three  hundred  and  fifty  ton  building  for  the 
Robert  K.  Glass  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Among  the  larger  projects  which  have  been  fabricated  and  erected 
by  this  company  are  the  following:  East  Buffalo  high  school,  the  Curtis 
building,  Buffalo,  the  Copeland  building,  Buffalo,  Iroquois  Gas  Corpora¬ 
tion,  a  pipe  bridge  over  the  Buffalo  river,  a  length  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet;  in  1927,  he  built  an  addition  to  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  building;  in 
February,  1927,  the  Statler  theater,  now  the  Erlanger  theater,  of  Buffalo ; 
then  there  was  a  job  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  tons  for  the  Houde 
building  of  Buffalo,  in  eleven  (11)  days;  and  the  Bewley  building  of  Lock- 
port,  New  York.  In  fifteen  working  days  Mr.  McMannus  fabricated  and 
erected  the  steel  for  an  apartment  house  at  1290  Delaware  avenue  in 
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Buffalo.  He  had  the  contracts  for  the  Central  Amherst  high  school  and 
the  Buffalo  Sintering  Company,  as  well  as  several  railroad,  state  and 
county  highway  bridges  and  many  other  large  assignments,  all  of  which 
form  a  most  convincing  proof  of  the  extraordinary  success  attained  by 
Mr.  McMannus  in  the  field  of  his  labors. 

On  January  21,  1915,  Robert  S.  McMannus  was  married  to  Miss 
Minnie  Goodsell  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Adeline  Goodsell, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  father  was  a  Civil  war  veteran,  and 
the  mother  was  a  Quaker  in  her  religious  belief.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMannus 
have  had  one  daughter,  Janet,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McMannus  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  No.  40,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario ;  St.  John’s  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  the 
Buffalo  Consistory;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  K.  T. ;  and 
the  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Park  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Builders’  Exchange, 
and  was  also  the  first  president  of  The  Structural  Steel  Board  of  Trade 
of  Buffalo.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  thd 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  McMannus  residence  in  Buffalo  is  situ¬ 
ated  at  319  Parker  avenue,  but  the  family  also  has  a  beautiful  summer 
home  at  Orchard  Park,  New  York. 


AUGUSTUS  J.  SELLS 

Augustus  J.  Sells  is  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Mohn 
&  Hunter  Laundry,  the  Buffalo  unit  of  the  Associated  Laundries  of 
America,  one  of  the  largest  laundry  corporations  in  the  United  States, 
comprising  twenty-two  separate  laundries,  fifteen  of  which  are  in  New 
York  state.  The  main  offices  are  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  while  the  plant 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sells  at  Buffalo  is  situated  at  266  East  Genesee 
street,  with  a  number  of  branch  laundries  in  advantageous  locations  in 
the  city.  Twenty-eight  years  ago,  he  was  a  railroad  man  of  ability,  but 
at  that  time  he  decided  to  change  his  work  and  entered  the  laundry  busi¬ 
ness.  His  success  in  the  new  field  of  endeavor  proved  the  soundness  of 
his  judgment,  as  he  is  in  the  front  rank  of  Buffalo  business  executives 
today. 

Mr.  Sells  is  a  native  of  this  city,  his  birth  having  occurred  May  21, 
1880.  His  father,  John  Sells,  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  May  21,  1918,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  He  was  a 
cabinetmaker  by  trade,  was  a  republican  and  a  member  of  the  First 
Evangelical  Church.  His  wife,  Caroline  (Klein)  Sells,  was  born  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  died  here  November  6,  1911.  Her  father,  the  late  John  W. 
Klein,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  a  painting  contractor  of  Buffalo. 

Augustus  J.  Sells  graduated  from  public  school  No.  12  in  Buffalo,  then 
for  two  winters  studied  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  night 
school.  He  was  first  employed  in  the  humble  capacity  of  cash  boy  by 
the  William  Heneger  Company  of  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  stayed  a  year. 
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then  became  associated  with  the  Traders’  Dispatch  Fast  Freight  Line  at 
Buffalo,  as  an  office  boy.  He  was  promoted  at  intervals,  eventually  becom¬ 
ing  tracing  clerk,  and  was  with  this  line  for  two  and  a  half  years.  He 
next  joined  the  claim  department  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  with 
which  he  remained  until  1902,  when  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  collar 
department  of  the  laundry  of  the  Mohn  &  Hunter  Company.  He  learned 
the  laundry  business  thoroughly  by  working  in  the  different  departments, 
and  has  now  reached  his  present  high  place  in  the  organization,  which, 
as  noted,  is  owned  by  the  Associated  Laundries  of  America.  He  has  been 
vice  president  since  January,  1929,  and  general  manager  since  February 
1,  1930. 

On  October  3,  1913,  at  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Augustus  J. 
Sells  and  Marie  S.  Tollner,  the  latter  a  native  of  Marilla,  New  York,  and 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Dora  (Struebing)  Tollner,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Sells  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  and 
worships  at  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sells  have 
three  children:  Dorothy  G.,  born  December  25,  1915;  A.  John,  born  April 
22,  1917 ;  and  Arthur  G.,  born  June  28,  1921.  The  family  residence  is  at 
57  Northrup  place. 

Mr.  Sells  is  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  having  membership  in  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Buffalo  Consistory ;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  and  Zuleika 
Grotto.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Shrine  patrol  for  six  years,  and  of  the 
Grotto  patrol  for  twelve  years.  Mr.  Sells  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Rotary  Club,  the  Main  Street  Business 
Men’s  Association,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  and  the  Erie 
Lane  Country  Club.  He  was  financial  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Rambler 
Bicycle  Club  from  1900  to  1902,  and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Buffalo  Laundry  Association  from  1917  to  1930.  Since  May  30,  1917,  he 
has  been  captain  of  the  Rambler  Indoor  Baseball  Team,  undefeated  in 
seven  years,  from  1900  to  1907.  During  the  war  period,  he  was  active 
in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  as  a  member  of  the  laundry  group  of  workers. 
Golf  is  Mr.  Sells’  favorite  sport. 


JOHN  STERLING  DEANS,  Jr. 

On  August  18,  1924,  the  city  of  Buffalo  suffered  the  loss  of  one  of  its 
most  promising  and  popular  young  business  men  in  the  death  of  John 
Sterling  Deans,  Jr.,  veteran  of  the  World  war,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  secretary  of  the  contracting  firm  of  J.  M.  Byers  &  Company.  He 
was  born  July  5,  1891,  in  Phoenixville,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Sterling  and  Clara  (Barr)  Deans,  the  former  born  in  Phoenixville 
and  the  latter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  father  was  chief  engineer  and  a 
vice  president  of  the  Phoenix  Iron  Company. 

John  S.  Deans,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  Hill  school,  and  in  1912  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University.  After 
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receiving  his  diploma,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  remaining  until  1917,  at  which  time  he  became  associated  with 
the  Schoellkopf  Analine  Company,  now  known  as  the  National  Analine 
Company.  His  services  with  this  organization  were  soon  interrupted, 
however,  by  his  enlistment  for  service  in  the  World  war.  He  became  a 
captain  in  the  ordnance  department  and  was  stationed  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  later  at  Tours,  France.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States 
after  the  close  of  hostilities,  he  became  connected  with  the  contracting 
firm  of  J.  M.  Byers  &  Company,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  secretary 
of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Deans  was  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club  of 
Buffalo;  a  republican  in  politics;  and  an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  June  14,  1916,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Deans  and  Miss  Har¬ 
riet  Byers,  a  daughter  of  James  Newton  and  Emma  (Spitzmiller)  Byers, 
the  former  of  Irish  descent  and  the  latter  of  German,  and  both  natives  of 
Buffalo.  Mrs.  Deans  received  her  education  in  the  Elmwood  school,  the 
Buffalo  Seminary  and  Smith  College.  She  is  very  prominent  in  various 
affairs  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  and  president  (1930)  of  the  Garret. 
Club,  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  the  Nantucket  Yacht 
Club.  She  is  a  trustee  of  the  Elmwood  school ;  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Goodyear  Convalescent  Home;  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Children’s  Hospital ;  a  member  of  the  board  of  the 
Woman’s  Organization  for  National  Prohibition  Reform;  and  chairman 
of  the  Woman’s  Committee  for  the  Centennial.  During  her  student  days 
she  was  quite  prominent  in  collegiate  activities,  and  was  alumni  president 
of  her  class  until  1929.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deans  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Emily  Byers,  Dorothy  and  John  Sterling  (III).  Mrs. 
Deans  resides  at  346  Linwood  avenue. 


EDWARD  EMERSON  COATSWORTH 

The  legal  profession  in  Buffalo  has  been  honored  by  the  career  of  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  Coatsworth,  for  he  has  not  only  been  highly  successful  as  a 
practitioner,  but  has  exemplified  the  highest  ethics  and  noblest  traditions 
of  his  profession  during  the  forty  years  of  his  legal  labors.  He  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  5th  of  November,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of 
Caleb  and  Jane  (Webb)  Coatsworth,  both  natives  of  England,  the  for¬ 
mer  born  in  Durham  and  the  latter  in  Wiltshire.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
parents,  Thomas  and  Jane  (Graham)  Coatsworth,  were  early  settlers  of 
Buffalo.  To  Caleb  and  Jane  Coatsworth  were  born  two  children,  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  and  Reuben. 

Edward  E.  Coatsworth  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Tabor  &  Sheehan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888  and  be¬ 
came  a  partner  of  his  preceptors.  He  remained  a  member  of  that  firm 
until  1893,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Cunneen, 
who  subsequently  became  the  attorney  general  of  the  state.  This  partner- 
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ship  lasted  for  six  years  and  on  May  1,  1898,  Mr.  Coatsworth  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Fisher,  Wende  &  Coatsworth.  On  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wende,  the  firm  became  Fisher,  Coatsworth,  Diebold  &  Kraft.  Mr. 
Fisher  died  and  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Kraft  the  firm  style  became 
Coatsworth  &  Diebold.  Mr.  Coatsworth  has  remained  in  private  practice 
continuously  to  the  present  time  with  the  exception  of  the  period  of  his 
service  as  district  attorney,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  1902.  He 
has  served  as  attorney  for  the  Western  Savings  Bank  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  and  is  a  trustee  of  that  institution.  He  was  an  organizer  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Lackawanna  National  Bank.  Mr.  Coatsworth’s  chief 
diversion  from  professional  work  is  farming,  in  which  he  indulges  on  his 
well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the  Canadian  lake 
shore. 

Mr.  Coatsworth  married  Miss  Emma  M.  Blacking,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Buffalo  and  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  Blacking.  To  that  union 
were  born  two  children,  Helen  and  Emerson.  Helen  Coatsworth  is  the 
wife  of  Alex  F.  Osborn  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  Catherine,  Joan, 
Marion  and  Russell.  Emerson  Coatsworth  married  Miss  Catherine 
McLean  and  they  have  three  children,  Jean,  Carol  and  Allison.  Mrs. 
Emma  Coatsworth  died  in  1920  and  Mr.  Coatsworth  subsequently  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Mary  V.  Greenville,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Greenville. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Coatsworth  is  a  stanch  democrat,  and  has 
long  been  active  in  the  support  of  his  party.  He  served  for  a  number  of 
years  as  chairman  of  the  democratic  county  committee  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  national  conventions  of  his  party.  He  has  shown  a  splen¬ 
did  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  city  and  was  a  member  of  its  first  board 
of  education.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  has  received  the  degrees 
of  the  various  bodies  in  both  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  Buf¬ 
falo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club.  He  maintains  professional 
affiliation  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  His  high  standing  as  a 
lawyer  is  emphasized  by  his  dignity  and  worth  as  a  man  and  he  ranks 
among  Buffalo’s  most  highly  respected  citizens. 


EDWARD  SELDEN  HAWLEY 

Edward  Selden  Hawley,  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  venerable  and  highly 
respected  citizens,  has  long  figured  prominently  in  insurance  circles  here 
and  has  been  president  and  manager  of  the  Woodworth  &  Hawley  Com¬ 
pany  since  1922.  He  is  a  native  son  of  this  city,  born  October  13,  1846, 
his  parents  being  Elias  Sill  and  Lavinia  Hurd  (Selden)  Hawley.  We 
quote  from  the  autobiography  of  his  father,  Elias  S.  Hawley,  who  pre¬ 
pared  the  following  interesting  document : 

“The  place  of  my  birth  was  a  beautiful  spot  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  two  miles  below  Fort  Edward,  in  the  town  of  Moreau,  Saratoga 
county,  on  the  farm  purchased  in  1794  by  my  grandfather,  Amos  Hawley, 
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who  at  that  date  removed  with  his  family  from  Farmington,  Connecticut, 
to  New  York  state.  My  childhood  and  early  youth  up  to  nine  years  of 
age  were  spent  at  home.  About  that  age  I  went  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
after  whom  I  had  been  named,  at  Glens  Falls,  Warren  county,  six  miles 
from  the  old  homestead,  attending  school  and  doing  boys’  work.  Remov¬ 
ing  from  Glens  Falls  to  Fort  Edward  I  lived  until  the  age  of  eleven,  at 
which  time  my  father  with  his  family,  including  myself,  removed  from 
Moreau  to  Black  Rock,  Erie  county,  New  York.  This  removal  took  place, 
as  I  remember,  in  peach  time  or  late  summer  in  1823.  The  reason  of  this 
removal  was  doubtless  the  fact  that  two  of  my  mother’s  brothers, 
Nathaniel  Sill,  Esq.,  and  Joseph  Sill,  had  removed  from  the  neighborhood 
of  my  birthplace  to  Black  Rock.  We  came  with  three  double  teams, 
wagons  loaded  with  household  plunder,  the  family  being  housed  in  one 
of  the  wagons  very  comfortably  under  cover.  The  removal  consumed 
just  one  week.  In  reaching  Black  Rock  we  left  what  is  now  Main  street, 
near  Grangers  Mills,  and  having  crossed  Scajaquada  creek  we  took  to  the 
road  which  is  now  called  Bouck  avenue  through  the  woods,  which  was 
the  only  road  then  open  between  Main  street  and  Niagara  river,  except 
what  is  now  known  as  North  street.  Very  near  the  westerly  termination 
of  that  road  on  Niagara  street  stood  my  uncle  Joseph  Sill’s  house,  an 
engraving  of  which  may  be  seen  in  my  ‘Hawley  Record.’  Our  people 
occupied  a  portion  of  his  dwelling  until  father  had  finished  a  store  and 
dwelling  near  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Auburn  avenue. 

“My  early  recollections  of  Black  Rock  are  of  going  to  school  in  the 
frame  schoolhouse  then  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  standing  on  the  westerly 
side  of  what  was  formerly  North  Washington  street,  but  now  West 
avenue,  and  between  what  is  now  Delavan  avenue  and  Breckenridge  street. 
At  that  time  what  is  now  Black  Rock  harbor  had  been  commenced.  The 
pier  was  first  sunk  at  the  lower  edge  of  Bird  Island,  then  an  island  covered 
with  bushes,  and  extended  down  to  the  southerly  point  of  Squaw  Island, 
an  embankment  having  been  made  on  the  easterly  side  of  that  island 
reaching  down  to  what  is  now  Black  Rock  dam,  thus  raising  the  water 
three  and  one-half  feet,  feeding  the  canal  as  far  east  as  Rochester,  at  least. 
During  that  and  the  succeeding  year  the  third  and  fourth  steamboats  on 
Lake  Erie  were  built,  named  the  Pioneer  and  the  Henry  Clay,  the  first 
being  the  ‘Walk-in-the-Water’  and  the  second  the  ‘Superior.’  These 
steamers  were  built  in  the  shipyard  at  the  foot  of  Auburn  avenue.  The 
principal  business  of  the  village  was  done  by  one  or  two  companies,  more 
especially  by  what  was  called  the  Harbor  Company,  consisting  of  Captain 
Sheldon  Thompson  and  his  associates.  The  schoolmasters  whom  I  remem¬ 
ber  were  a  Mr.  Hopkins,  from  Canada,  and  a  Mr.  Peck.  The  singing 
school  was  taught  by  Mr.  Edson,  who  lived  on  the  Niagara  road  about 
half  way  to  Scajaquada  creek.  The  family  I  remember  especially  there 
was  that  of  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  who  had  built  a  fine  residence  which 
has  of  recent  years  been  owned  and  occupied  by  Hon.  Lewis  F.  Allen. 
As  a  boy  I  especially  remember  Mrs.  Porter ;  she  was  a  Kentucky  Brecken¬ 
ridge.  Whenever  we  boys  went  there  on  an  errand  we  never  came  away 
empty-handed ;  I  do  not  mean  money  but  pie,  cake,  etc.  Near  him  lived 
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James  L.  Barton,  Colonel  Bird,  Captain  Bidwell  and  family,  and  Mr.  Best, 
father  of  the  late  Hamilton  Best,  who  kept  a  public  house  which  is  still 
standing,  near  the  corner  of  Auburn  avenue  and  Niagara  street,  and  of 
recent  years  occupied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Robie  and  family.  Captain  Ruff  lived 
nearly  opposite,  and  the  Terrys  lived  next  door  to  the  Robies.  Mr.  Burn¬ 
ham  (I  do  not  know  his  given  name)  kept  the  post-office  and  a  store  at 
what  is  now  the  northeast  corner  of  Niagara  and  Ferry  streets.  The  old 
Indian,  Conjaquada,  after  whom  the  Scajaquada  creek  was  named,  lived 
at  the  mouth  of  Scajaquada  creek  on  the  north  side.  The  bridge  across 
Scajaquada  creek  was  a  long  bridge  down  within  four  feet  of  the  water. 

“At  this  time  of  course  Black  Rock  was  larger  than  the  village  of 
Buffalo,  and  was  the  port  of  entry,  my  uncle,  Joseph  Sill,  being  the  custom¬ 
house  officer.  At  that  time  there  were  only  two  dwellings  that  I  remember 
between  Black  Rock, — that  is,  Ferry  street, — and  Niagara  Square,  and 
only  one  cleared  field  on  the  westerly  side  of  Niagara,  southerly  of  what 
is  now  known  as  Porter  avenue,  and  where  stands  the  residence  of  Porter 
Thompson.  What  is  now  Prospect  park  was  dense  woods  and  swampy. 
That  portion  of  Porter  avenue  where  now  stands  the  Holy  Angels  Church, 
and  formerly  stood  the  poorhouse,  was  a  swamp,  and  in  order  to  get 
through  it  there  had  been  constructed  a  corduroy  road.  Spring  and  fall 
what  is  now  Niagara  street  was  impassable,  and  vehicles  went  on  the 
beach  from  Black  Rock  to  Buffalo.  In  a  clearing  easterly  from  Niagara 
street,  through  perhaps  what  is  now  known  as  Bouck  avenue,  we  used  to 
pasture  our  cows,  and  more  than  once  in  driving  the  cows  to  this  pasture 
my  brother  Seth  and  I  have  seen  wild  deer. 

“I  attended  the  trial  of  the  famous  Three  Thayers  at  Buffalo,  Judge 
Walworth,  afterwards  Chancellor  Walworth  of  Saratoga  Springs,  on  the 
bench. 

“After  living  at  Black  Rock  about  two  and  one-half  years,  Buffalo 
having  taken  the  lead  just  before  the  formal  opening  of  Erie  Canal,  my 
father  sold  out  his  property  at  Black  Rock,  and  removed  back  onto  the 
old  farm,  which  he  had  never  sold.  During  the  time  which  we  lived  at 
Black  Rock  my  father  was  a  merchant,  the  goods  which  he  purchased 
coming  from  New  York  as  far  as  Rochester  on  the  canal,  and  being  trans¬ 
ported  from  there  on  what  was  known  as  Pennsylvania  wagons  or  prairie 
schooners,  taking  seven  or  nine  horses  to  haul  them. 

“After  returning  to  Moreau  I  went  again  to  live  with  my  uncle  Elias 
at  Glens  Falls,  he  having  removed  back  to  that  town.  At  this  time  I  was 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  old.  I  attended  school  taught  by 
Mr.  Francis  until  about  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  father  sent  my  two 
brothers,  Alonzo  and  Seth,  and  myself  to  Cambridge  Academy  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county.  My  uncle  Elias  at  that  time  gave  me  the  option  between 
an  education  and  one  thousand  dollars  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  I  unfor¬ 
tunately  accepted  the  former. 

“Now  we  went  to  Cambridge  to  the  academy  taught  by  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Scudder  Prime,  D.  D.,  an  elegant  scholar  and  competent  teacher, 
boarding  in  his  family  and  fitting  for  college  two  years,  after  which  I 
entered  Middlebury  College,  third  term  freshman.  I  stayed  there  until 
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the  end  of  the  sophomore  year,  and  then  by  consent  of  the  faculty  and 
my  people,  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  Samuel  Irenaeus  Prime,  I  went 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Westchester  county,  as  assistant  with  him  in  his 
father’s  school;  remaining  there  a  year,  pursuing  junior  studies  and  teach¬ 
ing  as  assistant  in  his  father’s  academy,  he  having  removed  from  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  Sing  Sing  at  the  Mount  Pleasant  Academy  and  family  seminary 
connected  therewith.  From  there  I  went  to  Union  College  at  Schenectady 
and  entered  the  senior  class.  I  remained  there  a  year  and  graduated  early 
in  July,  1833,  before  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one,  standing  third  on 
the  merit  roll  of  a  class  of  eighty.  I  then  went  back  home  and  remained 
there  during  harvest  time.  Then  I  hired  out  at  Glens  Falls,  driving  teams 
at  eight  dollars  a  month  and  board,  and  I  kept  at  that  until  I  had  a  ‘call,’ 
as  the  ministers  say,  and  under  the  following  circumstances.  My  friend, 
Irenaeus  Prime,  had  been  employed  as  principal  of  Weston  Academy,  at 
Weston  (now  Easton),  about  nine  miles  back  of  Bridgeport,  in  Connecti¬ 
cut.  He,  having  married,  lost  his  wife  there  at  Weston,  determined  to 
resign  his  position  and  recommended  me  as  his  successor.  They  offered 
me  the  position,  which  I  took,  and  remained  in  Weston  as  principal  of 
the  academy  eighteen  months.  I  then  resigned  and  returned  to  Glens 
Falls  and  opened  a  private  school,  which  I  taught  until  the  fall  of  1836, 
when  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  my  brother  Seth  and  my  sister,  Mrs. 
John  L.  Kimberly,  I  came  to  Buffalo,  without  any  definite  purpose  cer¬ 
tainly,  but  naturally  fell  into  the  same  occupation  in  which  I  had  been 
engaged,  and  of  which  I  was  very  fond,  viz:  teaching.  My  first  engage¬ 
ment  was  with  Mr.  P.  G.  Cook,  afterwards  Rev.  P.  G.  Cook,  city  mis¬ 
sionary.  We  taught  a  private  school  in  that  portion  of  the  city  then 
known  as  Hydraulics, — a  private  boarding  school  occupying  a  large  and 
commodious  mansion  and  extensive  grounds  then  belonging  to  Reuben  B. 
Heacock,  at  the  junction  of  Swan  and  Seneca  streets.  We  next  had  a 
private  school  occupying  the  large  banking  office  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Rath- 
bun,  between  Main  and  Pearl  streets,  above  Eagle.  Soon  afterwards  I 
dissolved  partnership  with  Mr.  Cook,  and  took  my  private  school  into 
the  second  story  triangular  room  in  the  building  still  standing  on  Niagara 
street,  near  Pearl,  in  the  Kremlin  block.  I  was  next  employed  as  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Public  School  No.  8,  the  building  having  been  completed  in  1838 
(Oliver  G.  Steele,  superintendent),  building  lately  standing  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Church  street,  near  the  Terrace.  I  had  then  been  teach¬ 
ing  nearly  six  years,  without  much  rest,  and  my  health  was  failing  from 
overwork.  I  resigned  the  position  and  went  into  Barker  &  Hawley’s  law 
office  to  study  law.  Under  the  old  regulations  I  was  obliged  to  study  with 
provision  for  three  years  in  addition  to  the  regular  college  course.  This 

I  did  and  in  the  year  -  went  to  New  York  city,  attending  a  term  of 

court  at  which  students  were  to  be  examined  for  admittance  to  the  bar. 
I  passed  that  examination  and  received  my  diploma.  On  the  1st  of 
August,  1844,  I  was  appointed  clerk  by  Chancellor  Walworth  for  the 
receiver,  Stephen  G.  Austin,  of  the  old  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  hav¬ 
ing  for  some  time  before  and  after  held  the  office  of  commissioner  of 
deeds,  there  being  only  two  or  three  in  the  city.  I  was  thus  engaged 
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until  the  final  accounting-  of  the  receiver  made  to  the  chancellor.  In  the 
meantime  I  had  been  appointed  by  the  common  council  of  the  city  to  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  public  schools,  this  being  then  an  appointive 
office  by  the  common  council.  I  served  as  superintendent  of  schools  at 
a  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  a  year.  This  was  in  the  year  1844.  In 
1845  some  one  was  appointed  in  my  place  as  superintendent.  In  1846  I 
was  reappointed,  and  held  office  there  during  1846-47.  About  this  period 
I  was  connected  with  the  fire  department,  belonging  first  to  Engine  No.  8, 
located  at  the  junction  of  Genesee,  Pearl  and  Mohawk  streets,  and  after¬ 
wards  transferred  to  Eagle  No.  2,  located  about  where  the  Buffalo  Library 
now  stands,  serving  as  assistant  foreman  and  foreman,  being  afterwards 
elected  trustee  of  the  Firemen’s  Benevolent  Association.  I  was  employed 
in  the  publishing  house  of  George  H.  Derby  &  Company.  Then  I  formed 
a  partnership  with  Danforth  &  Crocker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Danforth, 
Hawley  &  Company. 

“Going  back  to  about  1840  or  along  there,  Hawley  &  Company,  com¬ 
posed  of  my  brother,  Seth  C.,  and  myself,  established  the  Money  and 
Package  Express,  running  from  here  to  Detroit.  After  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  of  Danforth,  Hawley  &  Company,  I  entered  the  employ  of 
Pratt  &  Company  as  collecting  attorney,  remaining  with  them  for  twenty- 
three  years,  the  last  eighteen  or  twenty  years  being  superintendent  of  the 
Buffalo  Iron  &  Nail  Works  at  Black  Rock,  and  acted  as  such  superin¬ 
tendent  during  the  extension  of  the  works  to  ten  times  the  original  size, 
during  the  construction  of  Fletcher  Furnace  below  on  Niagara  River,  and 
afterwards  the  blast  furnace  at  Ironton,  only  severing  my  connection 
with  them  when  they  went  out  of  the  iron  manufacturing  business.  After 
this  I  was  appointed  attorney  for  the  Austin  estate,  looking  after  all  the 
realty  belonging  to  the  estate. 

“I  was  connected  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  from  about  1838 
until  the  formation  by  forty-three  members  of  the  other  society,  which 
was  known  as  the  North  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
trustees.  I  was  one  of  the  earliest  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
formation  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  having  been  connected  there¬ 
with  ever  since  its  formation,  for  years  on  its  board  and  for  some  years 
its  president.  In  1883  I  was  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Buffalo  Insane  Asylum,  now  the  Buffalo  Hospital.  In  1868  I  was  elected 
by  the  old  eleventh  ward  of  the  city  its  representative  as  alderman,  serv¬ 
ing  the  full  term.  During  the  late  Alexander  Brush’s  second  term  in 
office  as  mayor  of  the  city,  I  acted  as  mayor’s  clerk,  and  was  elected  mem¬ 
ber  of  assembly  from  the  third  assembly  district  and  served  during  the 
winters  of  1882-83.” 

Elias  Sill  Hawley  died  July  26,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
his  natal  day  having  been  October  28,  1812.  It  was  he  who  named  many 
of  the  streets  in  Black  Rock,  and  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  City 
Cemetery.  He  was  a  citizen  widely  esteemed  and  respected,  a  man  of 
high  scholarly  attainments  and  broad  culture,  and  one  whose  long  life  is 
graced  with  deeds  of  benevolence  and  charity.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
Hawley  Record,  a  genealogical  work  of  great  value  which  took  forty 
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years  to  complete.  On  the  30th  of  May,  1845,  he  married  Lavinia  Hurd 
Selden,  who  was  born  at  Middle  Haddam,  Connecticut,  July  9,  1808,  her 
parents  being  Huntington  and  Cynthia  May  Selden.  She  attained  the 
age  of  eighty-nine  years  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  of  whom  two  survive:  Lavinia,  a  resident  of  Buffalo;  and  Ed¬ 
ward  S.,  of  this  review. 

Edward  Selden  Hawley  was  a  public  school  pupil  to  the  age  of  fifteen 
and  then  worked  in  the  hardware  store  of  Pratt  &  Company  in  Buffalo 
for  a  year.  Thereafter  he  attended  the  Chase  Academy  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for  a  year  and  on  returning  to  Buffalo  again  entered  the 
service  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Pratt  &  Company,  located  on  the  Terrace. 
He  played  baseball  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-three  years 
and  at  the  same  time  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Western  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  which  was  organized  in  1861  and  continued  in  existence 
until  the  great  Chicago  fire  of  1871,  when  the  business  was  taken  over  by 
Smith  &  Davis.  While  identified  with  this  firm  Mr.  Hawley  took  charge 
of  the  insurance  business  of  the  American  Glucose  Company  and  man¬ 
aged  the  same  for  five  years.  In  order  to  occupy  his  spare  time  he  formed 
a  copartnership  with  Claudius  Woodworth  for  the  conduct  of  an  insur¬ 
ance  business  under  the  style  of  Woodworth  &  Hawley,  which  firm  was 
later  incorporated.  Since  the  death  of  his  associate,  in  1922,  Mr.  Hawley 
has  been  president  and  manager  of  the  concern,  the  business  of  which 
he  has  developed  to  extensive  and  profitable  proportions.  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Association  of  Underwriters  and  also  president 
of  the  New  York  State  Association  of  Local  Agents.  His  long  experience 
in  the  insurance  field  has  made  him  thoroughly  familiar  therewith,  and 
the  success  which  has  attended  his  efforts  is  indeed  well  merited. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1872,  Mr.  Hawley  married  Florence  L.  Butler, 
of  Buffalo,  who  passed  away  April  23,  1875,  and  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1876,  Mr.  Hawley  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Jeanetta 
C.  Arms,  a  native  of  East  Aurora,  New  York.  She  died  April  8,  1925, 
leaving  a  son,  William  Arms,  who  married  Lillian  Elsenboss  ,of  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  which  has  been  their  principal  place  of  residence  since. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  a  member  of  the  Niagara  Baseball  Club  of  Buffalo, 
one  of  the  early  clubs  of  the  county  or  thereabouts,  which  remained  in 
existence  from  1861  until  1867.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo 
fire  department  for  seven  years,  serving  for  five  years  as  a  member  of 
Columbia  Hose  Company  No.  11,  and  afterwards  for  the  remaining  part 
of  his  service  to  Taylor  Hose  Company  No.  1.  At  that  time  a  volunteer 
fireman’s  only  compensation  was  exemption  from  jury  duty  for  life,  seven 
years’  service  being  the  requirement.  Among  the  many  Buffalo  clubs 
of  which  he  was  an  active  member  in  former  years  was  the  Buffalo  Row¬ 
ing  Club,  with  which  they  participated  in  rowing  races  all  over  the  state 
of  New  York  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  and  of 
which  he  served  as  secretary  for  a  time.  He  was  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Driving  Park  for  five  years  and  for  a  similar 
period  was  on  the  house  committee  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  valued  members.  He  served  on  the  board  of  the  Buffalo 
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Library  for  seven  years  and  is  now  on  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the  organizers.  Mr.  Hawley  is 
the  proud  possessor  of  the  gun  which  was  carried  by  his  great-great¬ 
grandfather  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Among  the  people  of  note  with 
whom  he  has  enjoyed  personal  friendship  was  Grover  Cleveland,  twenty- 
second  and  twenty-fourth  president  of  the  United  States.  Though  he  has 
passed  the  eighty-fourth  milestone  on  life’s  journey,  Mr.  Hawley  is  still 
an  active  factor  in  the  world’s  work  and  his  record  is  one  indeed  worthy 
of  commendation.  The  story  of  the  careers  of  himself  and  his  honored 
father  constitutes  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  annals  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier. 


JOSEPH  F.  STARCK 

An  acknowledged  leader  of  the  grocerymen  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity, 
and  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  Joseph 
F.  Starck,  who  since  1919  has  been  president  of  the  wholesale  grocery 
firm  known  as  The  Bishop  Company,  Incorporated,  with  plant  at  236 
Scott  street.  This  company  is  composed  of  active  retail  grocers  of  Buffalo 
and  suburbs,  who  own  all  the  stock,  which  is  distributed  on  a  wholesale 
basis.  Mr.  Starck  was  the  leader  in  the  formation  of  this  company  in 
1919,  when  post-war  conditions  compelled  the  retail  grocers  of  the  city 
to  organize  for  their  own  protection,  and  as  executive  head  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  to  the  present  he  has  discharged  his  many  duties  with  rare  ability 
and  skill,  having  given  complete  satisfaction  to  his  hundreds  of  associates. 

Joseph  F.  Starck  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  6,  1877,  a  son  of  Joseph 
C.  and  Anna  (Burkhardt)  Starck  and  a  grandson  of  Joseph  C.  Sr.  and 
Gertrude  (Lauer)  Starck,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  died 
in  Buffalo,  where  the  former  was  a  stone  mason.  Joseph  C.  Starck,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Germany,  September  19,  1850,  and  died  in  Buffalo  May  16, 
1930.  He  was  a  retail  grocer  during  his  entire  business  career;  was  a 
republican,  and  a  member  of  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Anna 
(Burkhardt)  Starck  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  17,  1856,  and  now 
lives  in  this  city.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Frank  X.  Burkhardt,  a  machinist 
and  stationary  engineer,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo. 

Joseph  F.  Starck  was  educated  in  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school  and  in 
St.  Joseph’s  College  at  Buffalo.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  he  started 
to  work  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  J.  I.  Prentis  Company  of  Buffalo 
as  an  errand  boy,  then  became  office  boy  and  later  cashier.  In  eight  years 
of  experience  with  this  concern,  he  acquired  the  confidence  and  funds  to 
establish  a  business  for  himself,  under  his  own  name,  at  the  corner  of 
Michigan  and  Glenwood  avenues.  For  twenty-three  years,  he  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  business  at  this  location,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  popular  grocers  of  Buffalo.  During  that  time,  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Retail  Grocers’  Association,  and  with  his  associates 
he  organized  the  company  of  which  he  is  now  president. 

In  politics  Mr.  Starck  has  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party, 
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but  has  not  sought  public  office.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Vincent’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  During  the  period  of  the  country’s  participation  in  the  World 
war,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Liberty  Loan  committee,  and  also  rendered 
valuable  service  for  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  Federal  food  board. 

Mr.  Starck  was  married  January  26,  1910,  in  Buffalo,  to  Mary  J. 
Klueck,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and  Mary  (Hilten- 
brand)  Klueck,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
in  which  city  the  father  was  a  wholesale  baker.  Mrs.  Starck  was  educated 
in  the  parochial  schools  and  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy  of  Buffalo,  and  is 
a  member  of  St.  Vincent’s  parish.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starck  have  been 
born  six  children,  namely :  Joseph  G.,  who  was  educated  at  St.  Joseph’s 
College  and  McKinley  Vocational  School,  is  now  a  carpenter  in  Buffalo; 
Alfred  F.,  who  was  educated  at  St.  Josephs’s  College,  is  now  studying  elec¬ 
tricity  at  the  Seneca  vocational  school;  Gertrude  M.  is  a  student  at  Mt. 
St.  Joseph’s  Academy  of  Buffalo;  Bernard  F.  is  a  student  at  St.  Joseph’s 
College;  and  Dorothy  and  Mary  are  attending  St.  Vincent’s  parochial 
school. 

Mr.  Starck’s  greatest  interest  in  life  has  been  the  rearing  and  educat¬ 
ing  of  his  accomplished  and  talented  family,  and  they  have  been  his 
greatest  inspiration  during  the  years  of  their  lives.  The  family  possesses 
marked  musical  talent.  Mr.  Starck  is  an  accomplished  musician,  and  has 
mastered  a  number  of  instruments.  He  has  played  in  most  of  the  bands 
of  Buffalo,  and  during  the  Pan-American  Exposition  in  Buffalo  in  1901 
he  played  during  the  entire  time.  He  also  has  an  orchestra  in  his  own 
home,  for  his  children  have  inherited  his  love  for  and  skill  in  music, 
Joseph  playing  the  trombone,  Alfred  the  flute,  Gertrude  the  piano,  Bernard 
the  violin,  and  Dorothy  the  drums,  with  Mr.  Starck  as  the  conductor. 
The  family  resides  at  36  Blaine  avenue. 


ALLAN  H.  BAXTER 

Allan  H.  Baxter,  of  the  A.  E.  Baxter  Engineering  Company  of  Buffalo, 
one  of  this  city’s  capable  and  successful  engineers,  very  highly  esteemed 
in  business  circles,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  on  the  13th  of 
PYbruary,  1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  E.  and  Ellen  (Hayden)  Baxter. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  Lewis  and  Lydia  (Howell)  Baxter.  The 
Baxter  family,  which  was  established  in  this  country  in  a  very  early  day, 
was  formerly  resident  in  New  Jersey,  from  which  state  they  moved  to 
Jersey ville,  Ontario.  Canada,  where  Alfred  E.  Baxter  was  born.  He  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  and  became  a  very  competent  engineer  in  the  de¬ 
signing  and  planning  of  mills  and  grain  machinery.  He  located  in  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  about  1886,  when  he  estab¬ 
lished  the  Baxter  Engineering  Company  of  Buffalo.  His  wife  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Weldon)  Hayden.  The  Haydens  were  an  old  Con¬ 
necticut  family,  while  the  Weldon  family  was  established  at  Buffalo  in  a 
very  early  day,  later  removing  to  Milwaukee. 


ALFRED  E.  BAXTER 
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Allan  H.  Baxter,  the  only  child  born  to  his  parents,  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  and  then  entered  Cor¬ 
nell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Mechan¬ 
ical  Engineer  in  1908.  Immediately  thereafter  he  became  associated  in  the 
engineering  profession  with  his  father,  under  whom  he  learned  every  de¬ 
tail  of  the  work,  so  that  he  was  well  equipped  to  take  over  the  management 
on  his  father’s  death.  He  is  still  the  sole  owner  of  the  business,  which  is 
located  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building.  He  has  won  a  splendid  list  of 
clients  in  addition  to  those  who  were  his  father’s  patrons,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  is  one  of  the  leading  concerns  in  its  line  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Baxter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  Dows,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Annie  (Ostrom)  Dows,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Edward,  Hilda  and  Henry.  Mr.  Baxter  is  a  member  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Cherry  Hill  Club  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  all  of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En¬ 
gineers,  a  national  organization.  He  has  manifested  a  constant  and  help¬ 
ful  interest  in  matters  affecting  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  home 
city  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  progressive  and  public-spirited  men. 


SAMUEL  ELLIS 

When  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years  Samuel  Ellis  entered  banking 
circles  of  Buffalo  and  here  remained  active  in  financial  affairs  until  his 
death,  winning  success  and  prominence.  He  stimulated  the  growth  and 
progress  of  the  city  along  many  lines  and  was  a  man  of  marked  public 
spirit,  proven  ability  and  high  moral  character,  esteemed  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  Born  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  March  3,  1866,  he  was  a 
son  of  William  and  Jane  (Longfellow)  Ellis,  who  were  natives  of  England 
and  emigrated  to  Canada  shortly  after  their  marriage,  settling  in  the 
province  of  Ontario. 

The  family  removed  to  Elmira,  New  York,  when  Samuel  Ellis  was  six 
years  of  age  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  His  first  position  was  with  an  Elmira  newspaper  and  later  he  was 
a  messenger  for  the  Chemung  Canal  Bank.  He  showed  a  natural  aptitude 
for  financial  work  and  in  1887  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  discount  clerk  in  the 
old  Merchants  &  Traders  Bank,  which  was  then  located  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Seneca  and  Main  streets.  His  ability  and  trustworthiness  were 
soon  recognized  and  in  1900  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  cashier. 
Advancing  steadily,  he  became  vice  president  of  the  institution  in  1915 
and  continued  with  the  Merchants  &  Traders  Bank  for  forty-one  years. 
The  best  efforts  of  his  life  were  given  to  its  service  and  his  work  con¬ 
stituted  a  vital  element  in  its  growth  and  prosperity.  He  was  a  sagacious, 
farsighted  financier  whose  opinion  and  advice  in  regard  to  banking  mat¬ 
ters  were  always  to  be  relied  upon  and  his  cooperation  was  sought  by 
many  large  corporations.  His  name  appeared  on  the  directorates  of  the 
Wire  Wheel  Company,  The  Lumen  Bearing  Company  and  the  J.  G.  Wilson 
Corporation  and  he  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Buffalo  Copper  & 
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Brass  Company  and  other  large  firms.  His  broad  grasp  of  affairs  enabled 
him  to  readily  discern  the  difficulties  as  well  as  the  possibilities  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  situation  and  he  carefully  avoided  the  former  while  utilizing  the 
latter  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  never  resorted  to  questionable  methods  in 
order  to  gain  ascendancy  in  the  business  world  and  in  all  of  his  activities 
the  public  was  either  a  direct  or  indirect  beneficiary. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1901,  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Forrer  Parrott,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Eugene  and  Henrietta 
(Pierce)  Parrott,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  acquired  her  education  in  public 
and  private  schools  of  that  city.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
of  whom  Samuel  E.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1902.  After  com¬ 
pleting  a  course  in  Hutchinson  high  school  he  was  graduated  from  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  in  1924  and  is  now  a  public  accountant  with  the  firm  of 
Haskins  &  Sells.  He  has  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and 
is  keenly  interested  in  all  manly  sports.  In  Utica,  New  York,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Winship.  Roger  S.  Ellis,  born  in 
1903,  attended  the  Park  school  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lafayette  high 
school  and  Princeton  University,  class  of  1924.  He  is  assistant  manager 
of  the  Elmwood  branch  of  the  Merchants  &  Traders  Bank.  Along  social 
lines  he  has  connection  with  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club.  Sarah  Howard  pursued  her  education  in  the  Park  School,  in  the 
Buffalo  Seminary  and  was  graduated  from  the  Howe  and  Marot  School  at 
Thompson,  Connecticut,  in  1925,  afterward  devoting  a  year  to  study  in 
the  Prince  School  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Morton  H.  Wilkinson  and  has  one  child,  Elizabeth  Forrer.  They  reside  in 
Buffalo  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club. 
Edward  F.  Ellis,  born  in  1906,  attended  the  Park  and  Nichols  schools, 
was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  and  from  Lafayette  College 
in  1929,  and  is  now  taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  University  of 
Buffalo.  Elizabeth  Forrer  Ellis,  a  graduate  of  the  Park  School,  is  attend¬ 
ing  the  Marot  Junior  College  at  Thompson,  Connecticut.  Robert  Ellis, 
born  in  1918,  is  a  pupil  in  school  No.  56  of  Buffalo. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Ellis  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
with  which  he  was  long  identified,  and  served  on  the  building  committee 
when  the  new  clubhouse  was  under  construction.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah 
Country  Club  and  the  Orpheus  Club  of  this  city.  He  largely  found  his 
recreation  on  the  links  and  was  city  golf  champion.  Fraternally  he  was 
a  Mason,  connected  with  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with 
the  chapter,  council,  consistory,  shrine  and  grotto.  For  many  years  he 
was  head  of  the  financial  board  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church  and  his  political  support  was  given  to  the  republican  party.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  and  at  the  time  of 
its  organization  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Tuberculosis 
Association.  A  patron  of  the  fine  arts,  he  was  the  owner  of  about  three 
hundred  oil  paintings,  comprising  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  the  kind 
in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Ellis  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses  but  never  adver¬ 
tised  his  benefactions,  most  of  which  were  known  only  to  the  recipients 
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of  his  bounty.  He  was  particularly  interested  in  poor  and  deserving 
young  men,  many  of  whom  owe  their  start  in  life  to  his  timely  assistance 
and  his  wise  counsel.  Sympathetic,  genial  and  courteous,  he  won  friends 
wherever  he  went  and  the  years  served  to  strengthen  his  hold  upon  their 
esteem.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1929,  death  removed  Samuel  Ellis  from 
his  earthly  sphere  of  usefulness,  causing  deep  sorow  throughout  the  city 
in  which  he  had  so  long  resided. 

Mrs.  Ellis  resides  at  757  Bird  avenue,  Buffalo.  Socially  she  is  prom¬ 
inent,  belonging  to  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club 
and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  Formerly  she  served  as  president  but  is 
now  treasurer  of  the  Women’s  Association  of  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian 
Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  various  church  committees.  Like  her 
husband,  she  has  devoted  much  time  to  religious  and  philanthropic  work, 
believing,  as  he  did,  in  the  gospel  of  good,  and  is  admired  and  respected 
by  all  who  know  her. 


HAROLD  L.  ABELL 

Harold  L.  Abell,  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Buffalo,  is  of 
the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  engage  in  the  elevator  business  in 
this  city.  He  has  had  most  thorough  training  in  this  sphere  of  activity, 
and  is  uniformly  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable  executives  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier.  He  has  many  important  business  connections,  being 
president  of  the  Marine  Elevator  Company,  president  of  the  Union  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  president  of  C.  Lee  Abell  Company,  president  of  the 
Niagara  Power  and  Land  Company,  and  a  director  of  the  United  States 
Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Abell  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1889,  a  son  of 
the  late  C.  Lee  Abell  and  his  wife,  Emma  (Farthing)  Abell.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Harold  L.  Abell  was  also  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  demise  was  president  of  the  Western  Elevator  Association  and 
a  director  of  the  Western  Savings  Bank.  The  father,  C.  Lee  Abell,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  in  1856,  and  during  his  very  successful  career  was  a 
man  of  varied  interests.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1920,  he  was  the 
president  of  the  Marine  Elevator  Company,  president  of  C.  Lee  Abell 
Company,  having  an  insurance  agency,  and  secretary  of  the  Union  Fire 
Insurance  Company.  He  was  known  widely  as  an  expert  in  the  elevator 
business.  In  military  affairs  he  took  an  interest,  and  was  colonel  of  the 
Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  Buffalo.  Also  in  club  and  fraternal  affairs, 
he  was  an  active  figure,  having  been  past  master  of  Ancient  Landmarks 
Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  commodore  of  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club. 
His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Matilda  Farthing,  the  father 
having  been  interested  for  many  years  in  distilling  and  in  boats. 

Harold  L.  Abell  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  a  preparatory 
school  at  Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1911.  He  then  entered  business 
with  his  father  and  received  training  in  all  lines  of  elevator  operation 
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and  insurance.  In  1914  he  was  appointed  manager  and  treasurer  of  the 
Marine  Elevator  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  president,  and  he  also 
holds  other  important  executive  positions  as  noted  in  the  initial  paragraph 
of  this  biography. 

Mr.  Abell  has  taken  an  active  part  in  social  and  club  life  of  the  city, 
being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  and 
Wanakah  Country  Club.  In  Masonry  he  belongs  to  Ancient  Landmarks 
Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  master ;  Adytum  Chapter, 
No.  234,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  K.  T. ;  the 
Buffalo  Consistory ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Ascension. 

On  May  2,  1928,  at  Lockport,  New  York,  Mr.  Abell  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Eleanor  Dreybus,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Nellie  (King)  Dreybus.  Her  father  was  associated  with 
the  International  Railways ;  is  the  owner  of  the  business  conducted  under 
the  name  of  George  Dreybus,  roofers ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abell  have  an  attractive  residence  at  242  Linwood  avenue,  Buffalo, 
and  a  summer  home  at  Wanakah,  New  York. 


DANIEL  VINCENT  MURPHY 

One  of  the  ablest  trial  lawyers  who  ever  practiced  in  the  courts  of 
Erie  county  was  the  late  Daniel  Vincent  Murphy,  whose  death  occurred 
at  Buffalo  on  the  11th  of  November,  1914.  As  a  jury  advocate  he  was 
without  superior,  and  he  was  extraordinarily  successful  in  the  conduct 
of  both  civil  and  criminal  litigation.  From  1889  until  the  time  of  his 
demise,  a  period  of  a  quarter  century,  he  made  an  imperishable  record 
in  the  legal  history  of  western  New  York.  He  occupied  a  high  place  among 
his  contemporaries,  and  his  services  as  a  counsellor  were  widely  sought. 
As  a  citizen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  Mr.  Murphy  was  consistent  in  his 
public-spirited  attitude  toward  measures  he  considered  worthy.  No  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  his  motives,  sincerity  or  integrity  ever  arose  during  his  long 
and  notable  career  before  the  bar. 

Daniel  V.  Murphy  was  born  in  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  county,  New 
York,  July  13,  1864,  a  son  of  Patrick  Murphy,  who  came  to  America  from 
Bandon,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1842.  He  first  settled  near 
Quebec,  Canada,  but  in  1848  removed  to  Mt.  Morris,  New  York,  where 
he  resided  for  over  forty  years.  In  1861  he  married  Mary  Crimmin  of 
Bantry,  Ireland,  who  had  come  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1832.  Her 
death  occurred  in  May,  1906,  at  which  time  her  surviving  children  were 
Daniel  V.,  William,  of  Buffalo,  and  Frank  A.,  of  Mt.  Morris. 

Daniel  V.  Murphy  received  his  education  in  public,  parochial  and  pri- 
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vate  schools,  graduating  from  Mt.  Morris  Academy  in  1886.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  at  Cornell  University  and  in  1890  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that  institution.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
was  appointed  village  clerk  of  Mt.  Morris,  and  a  year  later  was  elected 
police  justice  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  was  reelected  for  a  second 
term,  and  when  he  left  the  village  to  enter  Cornell  he  resigned  this  office, 
as  well  as  the  secretaryship  of  the  Mt.  Morris  Agricultural  Association 
and  of  the  County  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 

Having  received  his  law  degree  from  Cornell,  Mr.  Murphy  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state,  and  then  came  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  was  associated  for  one  and  a  half  years  with  the  law  firm  of  Humphrey, 
Lockwood  &  Hoyt.  On  January  1,  1892,  he  began  the  practice  of  law 
alone,  and  so  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  spring  of 
1898  he  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Diehl  of  Buffalo  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Civil  Service  Commission,  and  in  July  of  the  same  year  was  elected 
chairman  of  that  body  and  served  until  December,  1901,  when  he  resigned 
at  the  expiration  of  the  mayor’s  term  of  office.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Buffalo  Civil  Service  Reform  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  on  January  1,  1906,  became  second  assistant  district  attorney. 
On  January  1,  1907,  he  was  appointed  first  assistant  district  attorney. 
In  all  of  these  capacities  he  made  a  noteworthy  record.  Mr.  Murphy  was 
a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  also  was  a  charter 
member  of  Timon  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  belonged  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Chapel  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  better  known  as  the  Bishop’s  Chapel. 
His  political  support  was  always  given  to  the  democratic  party,  and  he 
was  a  stanch  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  affiliation.  He  had  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Lawyers  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club, 
and  the  Park  Club. 

On  October  6,  1897,  Daniel  V.  Murphy  was  married  to  Martha  W. 
McCarthy,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Gaffney)  McCarthy  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  New  York.  Mrs.  Murphy  died  in  December,  1926.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Murphy  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Mary  Virginia,  born 
August  23,  1898,  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Lahey,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Jane  (born  1921),  and  Virginia  Louise  (born  1927). 
Josephine,  born  November  27,  1906,  and  a  graduate  of  Concordia  School 
of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  is  at  home.  John  Vincent,  who  was  born  May 
19,  1902,  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  investment  business  at  Buffalo, 
with  offices  at  568  Ellicott  Square  building.  He  received  his  education 
at  Nardin  Academy  and  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  then  attended 
Cornell  University.  Having  completed  his  studies,  he  was  assistant  sales 
manager  for  the  San  Jose  estates  at  Jacksonville,  Florida,  for  three  years, 
and  in  1926  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  became  associated  with  Hamble- 
ton  &  Company  in  the  security  investment  business.  He  later  was  in  the 
employ  of  Pistell,  Deans  &  Company  for  one  year,  but  on  June  15,  1929, 
embarked  in  the  investment  securities  business  for  himself.  On  March 
18,  1922,  John  V.  Murphy  married  Miss  Mildred  Sheftal  of  Jacksonville, 
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Florida,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Sheftal,  who  is  president  of  the  Florida 
Wholesale  Grocers  Association,  and  descended  from  one  of  the  old  Savan¬ 
nah  families.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  have  a  son,  John  Vincent,  Jr.,  born 
November  25,  1924.  Mr.  Murphy  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  and  his  favorite  diversion  is  aviation,  in  which  sport  he  has  many 
hours  in  the  air  to  his  credit. 


BRUCE  SIMPSON  WRIGHT,  D.  D. 

One  of  the  most  erudite  and  influential  ministers  'of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  the  Rev.  Bruce  S.  Wright,  who  has  been  pastor  of  the  Asbury- 
Delaware  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  since  the 
autumn  of  1920.  He  has  eminent  standing  in  his  work,  in  which  he  has 
been  active  for  over  a  quarter  century,  and  he  has  also  won  high  com¬ 
mendation  of  his  authorship  of  nine  books  which  have  been  published. 
His  ministerial  vocation  has  carried  him  to  the  distant  Philippine  Islands, 
and  to  a  number  of  cities  of  New  York  state  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
wherever  he  has  preached  the  word  of  God  he  has  been  a  dominating 
influence  for  good  living,  Christian  ideals,  and  charitable  purposes.  His 
personal  popularity  in  Buffalo  is  widespread,  even  far  beyond  the  con¬ 
fines  of  his  own  congregation,  for  he  has  manifested  a  fine  spirit  of 
cooperation,  sociability,  and  good  fellowship  during  the  decade  of  his 
residence  here. 

Rev.  Wright  was  born  at  Eldred,  Pennsylvania,  February  24,  1879, 
and  is  a  son  of  Albert  J.  and  Bertha  (Simpson)  Wright.  His  father,  who 
was  a  bookkeeper  was  born  at  Portville,  New  York,  in  1846,  and  died 
at  Jamestown,  New  York,  in  November,  1897.  He  was  a  republican,  and 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  mother  was  born  at 
Portville  in  1854,  and  died  at  Jamestown  in  March,  1898.  Rev.  Wright 
was  taken  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  by  his  parents  when  he  was  two 
years  old,  and  in  that  city  attended  the  public  schools.  Later  he  was 
employed  by  the  Jamestown  Worsted  Mills  for  two  years,  then  entered 
the  preparatory  department  of  Allegheny  College  at  Meadville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  subsequently  took  his  regular  college  course  there,  graduating 
in  1905  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Having  decided  upon  the 
ministry  as  his  life’s  work,  he  had  preached  during  his  college  years, 
and  in  September,  1905,  was  ordained  by  authority  of  the  Erie  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  first  appointed  to  a  pastorate 
at  Fredonia,  New  York,  and  remained  there  seven  years,  then  was  assigned 
to  the  Simpson  Church  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  stayed  three  years. 
He  was  next  sent  to  the  American  Union  Church  at  Manila,  in  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands,  and  at  this  distant  post  preached  for  three  years.  His  next 
station  was  Trinity  Church  of  Albany,  New  York,  where  he  was  the  in¬ 
cumbent  for  two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1920  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  pastor 
of  the  Asbury-Delaware  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has  performed 
notable  service  in  this  pastorate,  which  is  one  of  the  most  historic  of 
the  Frontier,  its  influence  and  usefulness  having  grown  steadily  with  the 
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passing  years.  As  a  contributor  to  the  religious  press  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  Rev.  Wright  is  known  generally  over  the  whole  country,  and  he 
is  also  the  author  of  nine  volumes  which  have  been  well  accepted  and  most 
favorably  criticised.  These  books  bear  the  following  titles :  Americans 
Away,  Moments  of  Devotion,  The  Life  in  the  Spirit,  The  House  of  Happi¬ 
ness,  The  Symphony  of  Faith,  The  Children’s  Six  Minutes,  God,  the  Great¬ 
est  Poet;  Man,  His  Greatest  Poem,  Pentecost  Day  by  Day,  and  Girded 
with  Gladness. 

Rev.  Wright  is  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  but  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  voter.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  active  in  Liberty  Loan  and 
Red  Cross  drives  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
defense  committee  there.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  college 
fraternity,  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Forest 
Lodge,  No.  166,  at  Fredonia,  New  York;  Far  East  Commandery,  No.  1,  at 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands;  and  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  His  church  work  and  his  family  life  oc¬ 
cupy  the  major  part  of  his  time,  with  travel  as  his  chief  diversion. 

Rev.  Wright  was  married  October  28,  1907,  at  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Margarette  Armstrong,  a  native  of  Sligo,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  J.  and  Harriett  (Bell)  Armstrong,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Armstrong,  who  died  in  June,  1915,  was  a 
practicing  physician  at  Kane,  where  his  widow  now  resides.  Mrs.  Wright 
graduated  at  Goucher  College  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1905,  with  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  She  is  very  active  in  church  work  and  in 
church  organizations,  and  is  president  of  the  Erie  County  League  of 
Women  Voters.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  three  children,  namely: 
Harriett  E.,  born  at  Fredonia,  New  York,  is  a  junior  at  Goucher  College 
(1930)  ;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  at  Fredonia,  is  also  a  junior  at  Goucher  Col¬ 
lege;  and  Robert  Bruce,  born  in  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  is  a  student 
at  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo.  In  addition  to  his  Buffalo  residence  at 
80  West  Tupper  street,  Rev.  Wright  and  his  family  have  a  beautiful  sum¬ 
mer  home,  called  Wright  Wood,  comprising  twenty  acres  of  woodland 
near  Kane,  Pennsylvania. 


COLONEL  SAMUEL  H.  WILKESON 


Colonel  Samuel  H.  Wilkeson,  whose  title  was  won  by  distinguished 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  long  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  business 
circles  of  Buffalo  by  reason  of  his  ability  and  enterprise,  and  in  his  career 
he  manifested  the  sterling  traits  of  an  old  and  honored  family  whose 
representatives  were  leading  actors  in  events  which  shaped  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  this  city. 

John  Wilkeson,  the  American  progenitor  of  the  family,  came  to  this 
country  from  Plymouth,  England,  with  his  wife,  Mary  (Robinson)  Wilke¬ 
son,  and  settled  in  Delaware  in  1760.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  colonists,  was  commissioned  a 
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lieutenant,  and  served  in  the  Continental  Army  until  the  end  of  the 
conflict. 

His  son,  Samuel  Wilkeson,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1781 
and  during-  his  infancy  was  taken  by  his  parents  on  the  journey  to  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  that  state,  where  he  obtained  his  education  in  a  log  school- 
house.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Samuel  Wilkeson  settled  in  north¬ 
western  Ohio  and  engaged  in  ship  building  on  Lake  Erie,  becoming  widely 
known  in  that  connection,  but  later  removed  to  Chautauqua,  New  York. 
During  the  War  of  1812  he  built  a  fleet  of  transports  for  the  government 
and  aided  in  the  defense  of  Buffalo.  After  the  war  he  established  his 
home  in  Buffalo,  where  social  and  civic  conditions  had  become  unsettled 
to  a  degree  that  threatened  the  total  disruption  of  law  and  order.  It  was 
to  “Sam”  Wilkeson  that  the  people  turned  to  defend  the  rights  of  honest 
citizenship  in  this  crisis  and  in  1815  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  then 
important  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  Up  to  the  time  he  was  elected 
magistrate  he  probably  never  opened  a  law  book,  yet  he  rose  to  the  occa¬ 
sion  in  a  manner  which  made  his  record  as  a  justice  and  later  as  a  judge 
memorable  in  the  annals  of  jurisprudence  in  Buffalo.  In  February,  1821, 
he  was  appointed  the  first  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Erie 
county.  In  1824  Judge  Wilkeson  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  and  in 
1836  was  the  popular  choice  for  mayor  of  Buffalo.  He  was  among  the 
leading  advocates  of  the  Erie  canal  and  in  1822  he  successfully  argued 
before  the  canal  commission  the  claim  of  Buffalo  to  be  chosen  as  the 
canal’s  western  terminus,  in  preference  to  Black  Rock.  Among  the  many 
episodes  of  Judge  Wilkeson’s  eventful  life  was  his  connection  with  the 
building  of  Buffalo  harbor.  This  has  won  for  him  the  most  accurately 
defined  place  in  local  history.  In  addition  to  his  public  works,  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a  merchant,  warehouse  man,  vessel  owner  and  lake  for¬ 
warder.  The  first  iron  foundry  erected  in  Buffalo  was  constructed  by  him 
and  he  also  built  a  section  of  the  Erie  canal.  Looking  far  into  the  future, 
he  wrought  along  lines  of  progress  and  improvement  and  left  the  indelible 
impress  of  his  individuality  upon  the  history  of  Buffalo’s  upbuilding  and 
development.  His  upright,  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1848.  In 
young  manhood  he  had  married  Jean  Oram,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
lineage  and  a  daughter  of  James  Oram,  who  served  under  General  Wash¬ 
ington  from  the  beginning  until  the  end  of  the  struggle  for  American 
independence.  For  his  second  wife  Judge  Wilkeson  chose  Sarah  St.  John, 
of  Buffalo,  and  following  her  demise  he  married  Mary  Peters,  who 
achieved  prominence  as  an  educator  of  girls.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  six  children :  Elizabeth,  John,  Eli,  William,  Louise  and  Samuel. 

John  Wilkeson,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  October  28,  1806.  He  became 
secretary  to  his  father  in  1840  and  two  years  later  received  from  President 
Tyler  the  appointment  of  United  States  consul  to  the  West  Indies.  After 
he  resigned  his  diplomatic  post  he  devoted  many  years  to  the  manufacture 
of  iron.  He  also  prospered  as  a  grain  dealer,  and  in  1858  built  one  of 
the  first  elevators  on  the  lake  front  of  Buffalo,  continuing  in  business  here 
until  his  death  in  1894.  It  was  in  1832  that  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Louise  Wilkes,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  England,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
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Fane  and  Elizabeth  (Fry)  Wilkes,  who  came  to  Buffalo  and  settled  on  a 
farm  now  the  corner  of  Bryant  street  and  Delaware  avenue.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  three  children :  John,  Samuel  H.  and  Maria  Louise. 

The  second  son,  Samuel  H.  Wilkeson,  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1836  and 
had  liberal  educational  advantages,  pursuing  his  studies  at  Andover  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Deacon  Hart’s  School  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and  in  Yale 
College.  Imbued  with  the  patriotic  spirit  of  his  forbears,  he  enlisted  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  joining  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  made  a  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H. 
On  the  22d  of  February,  1862,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Eleventh  Regi¬ 
ment  of  New  York  Cavalry  (Scott’s  900th)  and  commissioned  captain 
of  Company  C.  Thoroughly  conversant  with  military  tactics,  he  won 
rapid  promotions,  becoming  major  June  24,  1862,  lieutenant  colonel  on 
December  24  of  that  year  and  colonel  March  15,  1865,  and  on  the  27th 
of  the  month  was  honorably  discharged  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  A  gallant 
and  efficient  officer,  he  returned  to  Buffalo  with  a  most  creditable  military 
record  and  joined  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  Wilkeson  Elevator. 
After  the  father’s  demise  Colonel  Wilkeson  succeeded  to  the  business, 
which  he  conducted  for  many  years,  instituting  well  devised  plans  for  the 
continued  expansion  and  success  of  the  enterprise.  In  its  control  he 
manifested  initiative,  forcefulness  and  sound  judgment  and  was  long  an 
influential  factor  in  the  development  of  the  local  grain  trade. 

In  1868  Colonel  Wilkeson  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Gertrude 
Franks,  of  Mackinac  Island,  Michigan,  and  eight  children  were  born  to 
them,  two  of  whom,  Katie  and  Gertrude,  died  young.  John  F.  Wilkeson, 
who  attended  Heathcote  School  in  Buffalo,  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
in  July,  1930,  leaving  a  son,  John,  Jr.,  who  is  living  in  that  city.  Edward 
S.,  the  second  son  of  Colonel  Wilkeson,  served  with  the  Sixty-fifth  Regi¬ 
ment  of  New  York  Volunteers  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  married 
Harriet  Smith,  and  died  in  1929.  Mary  Juana  attended  St.  Margaret’s 
School  and  Cornell  University  and  studied  law  at  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  which  conferred  upon  her  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  Elizabeth  attended 
St.  Margaret’s  School  and  is  now  Mrs.  John  K.  Freeman,  of  Buffalo. 
Carrying  out  the  family  tradition,  she  went  to  France  as  a  canteen  worker 
during  the  World  war,  later  entering  the  Red  Cross  service,  and  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  her  splendid  work  in  behalf  of  tubercular  Serbs  was  decorated  by 
the  Serbian  government.  Mrs.  Freeman  has  traveled  extensively  and  is  an 
explorer  of  note.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo,  Garret,  Country  and 
Saturn  Clubs.  William  Wilkeson,  who  acquired  his  education  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  high  school,  married  Miss  Ella  Crafts,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  make  their 
home  here.  Margaret,  who  completes  the  family,  supplemented  her  train¬ 
ing  in  St.  Margaret’s  School  by  a  course  of  study  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
and  in  1912  became  the  wife  of  C.  Effingham  Burnett,  by  whom  she  has  a 
daughter,  Margaret  W.,  who  is  a  pupil  in  the  Elmwood  school.  They 
reside  at  10  Saybrook  place,  Buffalo,  and  Mrs.  Burnett  is  a  member  of 
the  Garret  Club. 

The  old  Wilkeson  home,  located  on  Niagara  square,  where  the  city 
hall  now  stands,  was  long  a  center  of  the  social  life  of  the  city  and  in  the 
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early  days  many  distinguished  guests  enjoyed  its  hospitality.  It  was  there 
that  Mrs.  Wilkeson  died  in  1902.  She  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years,  was  a  member  of  the 
managing  board  of  the  Church  Charities  Foundation  and  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  charitable  work  of  her  own  church,  St.  Mary’s  on  the  Hill. 
Colonel  Wilkeson  attained  the  venerable  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  passing 
away  in  1915.  A  lifelong  resident  of  Buffalo,  he  witnessed  its  transforma¬ 
tion  from  a  village  to  a  thriving  prosperous  city  of  metropolitan  propor¬ 
tions  and  rejoiced  in  its  growth  and  progress.  He  had  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  men  esteemed  him  for  his  sterling  worth  and  his  substantial 
qualities  of  citizenship. 


GEORGE  ALEXANDER  KELLER 

George  A.  Keller,  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known  business  men,  has  had 
identification  with  the  city’s  business  interests  for  thirty-five  years,  all  of 
which  have  been  with  the  office  furniture  trade,  wherein  he  has  long  since 
been  regarded  as  an  authority.  Mr.  Keller  was  born  September  21,  1876, 
in  Chippawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  represents  old  and  honored  families 
long  identified  with  public  affairs  of  that  province.  His  father,  George 
P.  Keller,  also  a  native  of  Chippawa,  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  when 
a  young  man  and  later  engaged  in  farming,  an  occupation  in  which  he  was 
successful  and  to  which  he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  May  8,  1910.  The  mother,  Flora  C.  (Black)  Keller,  was  born 
in  Queenston,  Ontario,  and  passed  away  August  3,  1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keller  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Janet  M.,  the  eldest 
daughter  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  Charles  L.,  born  in  Chip¬ 
pawa,  Ontario,  was  with  the  Cutler  Desk  Company  of  Buffalo  for  many 
years  and  from  1925  until  his  death  in  1928  was  associated  with  the  Keller 
Office  Furniture  Co.  His  first  wife  was  Olive  Parker  and  they  had  a 
son,  Harold  P.,  who  conducts  a  radio  business  in  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  married  Miss  Marjorie  Kingsman,  of  Springfield,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Shirley  Ann,  has  been  born  to  them.  For  his  second  wife  Charles  L. 
Keller  chose  Mrs.  Sadie  Wilson,  who  still  makes  her  home  in  Buffalo. 
The  surviving  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  P.  Keller  are :  Neil  H., 
who  was  born  in  Chippawa  and  is  a  partner  in  the  business  of  the  Keller 
Office  Furniture  Co. ;  Barbara  J.,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Chippawa  and  is 
the  wife  of  Sidney  C.  James,  a  well  known  druggist  of  Buffalo;  Flora 
M.  and  George  Alexander  Keller. 

George  A.  Keller  was  reared  on  a  farm,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Chippawa  and  assisted  his  father  in  operating  the  home  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty.  In  1896  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  after  work¬ 
ing  for  two  years  in  the  factory  of  the  Cutler  Desk  Company  was  pro-> 
moted  to  the  position  of  city  salesman,  which  he  filled  for  four  years.  He 
was  then  made  manager  and  represented  the  company  in  that  capacity 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  working  earnestly  and  effectively  to  promote 
its  interests.  On  December  1,  1906,  he  joined  his  brother,  Neil  H.,  in 
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business,  becoming  a  partner  in  the  Keller  Office  Furniture  Co.,  located 
at  251-257  Main  street.  There  the  enterprise  was  conducted  until  1925, 
when  removal  was  made  to  123-129  Franklin  street,  where  the  firm  has  a 
large,  modern  store,  occupying  a  fine  building,  of  which  they  are  the 
owners.  As  retailers  and  jobbers  they  probably  have  the  best  known 
house  in  the  office  furniture  trade  in  this  section  of  the  country  and  have 
won  a  large  share  of  the  local  patronage  in  this  line.  They  carry  a  com¬ 
plete  stock  of  office  furniture  and  years  of  experience  and  study  have 
gained  for  them  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  business.  In  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  success  of  this  house  George  A.  Keller  has  taken  a  prominent 
part,  instituting  well  formulated  plans  for  the  growth  and  expansion  of 
the  business.  Among  his  other  business  interests,  he  is  a  director  of  the 
Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  vice  president  of  the  Iroquois  Share 
Corporation,  director  of  the  American  Steamship  Company  and  the 
Claude-Neon  Displays,  Inc. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1904,  Mr.  Keller  was  married  to  Miss  Jean  B. 
Fowlis,  a  native  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Libbie  (Currie)  Fowlis,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland,  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada.  Mr.  Fowlis  passed  away  in  1924,  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  is  now  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  Masons  in  this  city,  Mr.  Keller  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree  in  recognition  of  his  services  in 
behalf  of  the  order,  whose  beneficent  teachings  are  exemplified  in  his 
daily  life.  He  belongs  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Buffalo;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  of  Buffalo;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years,  acting  as  chairman  of  the 
board;  and  is  serving  on  the  executive  committee  of  Ismailia  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  a  life  membership  in  the  Masonic  bodies  with 
which  he  is  identified  and  is  Commander  in  Chief  of  Buffalo  Consistory; 
a  past  president  of  the  Thirty-third  Degree  Club  of  Buffalo  Consistory; 
an  honorary  life  member  of  Moore  Consistory  of  Hamilton,  Ontario;  hon¬ 
orary  life  member  of  Jamestown  Consistory  of  Jamestown,  New  York; 
honorary  life  member  Corning  Consistory,  Corning,  N.  Y.,  also  of  Ram- 
mes  Temple  of  Toronto,  and  Damascus  Temple  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  illustrious  potentate  of  Ismailia  Temple  of 
Buffalo  but  declined.  His  Masonic  affiliations  also  extend  to  Zuleika  Grotto 
of  Buffalo;  the  629  Club  of  Buffalo  Consistory;  Buffalo  Forest,  No.  92, 
of  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  Court  No.  22  of  the  Royal  Order  of 
Jesters.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Society  and  is  likewise  connected  with  the  Benevol¬ 
ent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Buffalo  Order  of  Orioles,  the  Cult 
of  the  White  Buffalo,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Buffalo  Club,  Buffalo  Con¬ 
sistory  Lawn  Bowling  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Rotary  Club, 
the  University  Club,  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Hotel  Association,  and  has  a  life  mem- 
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bership  in  the  National  Red  Cross  Society.  Although  an  active  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party,  he  has  neither  sought  nor  held  poli¬ 
tical  office,  and  his  religious  belief  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Lafayette  Presbyterian  Church.  Ever  animated  by  the  spirit  of  helpful¬ 
ness,  Mr.  Keller  has  constantly  enlarged  the  scope  of  his  activities,  which 
have  been  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  His  pronounced  ability  and  even¬ 
paced  energy  have  carried  him  into  important  relations,  and  as  a  self- 
made  man  of  unassailable  reputation  and  a  progressive  citizen  of  marked 
public  spirit  he  has  won  a  secure  place  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  have 
been  brought  within  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance.  Mr.  Keller’s  residence 
is  at  105  Morris  avenue. 


AUGUST  M.  WOLLSCHLAGER 

By  the  death  of  August  M.  Wollschlager  on  August  11,  1930,  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  lost  one  of  its  most  respected  and  reputable  merchants,  one 
who  had  been  engaged  actively  in  business  on  Seneca  street  for  forty- 
eight  years.  His  life  was  an  eminently  useful  one,  and  his  outstanding 
success  in  merchandising  was  due  to  his  industry,  his  careful  judgment, 
and  his  honest  and  fair  methods  of  dealing  with  the  public.  He  had  two 
great  purposes  in  life,  the  prosperity  of  his  business  and  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  his  family,  and  to  each  of  these  fine  ideals  he  gave  his  energy 
and  thought  entirely.  He  was  a  man  of  retiring  nature,  with  no  desire 
for  personal  publicity  or  notoriety,  but  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  friends  and  patrons  was  governed  to  a  great  extent  by  the  laudable 
consideration  he  had  for  others,  rather  than  by  any  desire  for  personal 
aggrandizement. 

August  M.  Wollschlager  was  born  in  Germany,  May  10,  1859,  a  son 
of  Louis  and  Marie  (Heidelburg)  Wollschlager,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  The  father  was  a  cabinet¬ 
maker  by  trade. 

The  early  education  of  August  M.  Wollschlager  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  country,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Buffalo  he 
attended  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  of  age.  He  entered  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson,  as  a  clerk,  remaining  with 
them  until  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself.  During  that  period  he 
had  acquired  a  thorough  training  in  the  mercantile  trade,  and  had  become 
an  extraordinarily  valuable  employee,  as  indicated  by  the  attitude  of  his 
employer,  Mr.  Meldrum,  when  he  decided  to  establish  his  own  store.  When 
they  parted,  Mr.  Meldrum  gave  him  all  the  financial  assistance  he  needed 
in  his  new  venture,  and  in  many  other  ways  manifested  the  appreciation 
of  himself  and  the  firm  in  Mr.  Wollschlager’s  past  services.  The  latter 
started  in  business  in  1882  at  741  Seneca  street,  next  door  to  his  subse¬ 
quent  permanent  location,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Woll¬ 
schlager,  but  Mr.  Brown  died  about  a  year  after,  and  he  was  then  in 
business  with  his  brother,  Emil  Wollschlager,.  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
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1892  he  purchased  the  property  adjoining  his  store,  at  745  Seneca  street, 
and  at  that  site  remained  until  his  death — a  period  of  thirty-eight  years, 
in  which  he  met  with  notable  success.  The  business  is  still  being  carried 
on  under  his  name.  The  neighborhood  in  the  olden  days  was  known  as 
Hydraulic,  and  here  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants.  He  carried  a 
full  line  of  dry  goods  and  notions,  ladies’  and  men’s  furnishings.  He  had 
little  time  aside  from  his  business  and  his  home  for  diversions,  but  he  did 
possess  an  abiding  love  for  the  countryside  and  the  beauty  of  nature  and 
the  woods,  in  the  atmosphere  of  which  he  sought  pleasure  and  relaxation 
at  every  opportunity. 

On  February  22,  1888,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Wollschlager  was  married  to 
Miss  Minnie  Twactman,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  she  was  four  years  old  with  her  parents,  Frederick 
and  Sophia  (Dalken)  Twactman.  Her  father  was  born  in  Germany, 
October  5,  1843,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  24,  1926.  He  had  retired 
prior  to  his  demise,  but  formerly  had  been  a  truck  farmer  and  gardener. 
His  wife,  also  born  in  Germany,  died  in  Buffalo,  October  21,  1879.  Mrs. 
Wollschlager  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  She  is  a  member  of 
St.  Matthews  Evangelical  Church.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Marie,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Buf¬ 
falo  and  is  a  successful  china  painter,  married  Peter  Kress,  a  mechanic 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Geraldine  Kress,  who  is  a  gifted 
violinist;  Edward  H.,  a  graduate  of  the  Masten  Park  high  school  and  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war 
and  an  employee  of  the  Buffalo  post  office,  married  Helen  Finkbeiner  of 
Buffalo,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Pearl ;  Florence,  educated  in  Buffalo 
schools,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Louis  C.  Kress,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Betty  Jane;  and  Helen,  who  graduated  from  the  Hutchinson 
high  school  and  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  College,  is  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo. 


DARWIN  DENICE  MARTIN 

In  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  one  of  the  most  respected  and 
honored  citizens  is  Darwin  Denice  Martin,  who  is  now  living  retired  from 
active  affairs  after  nearly  a  half  century  of  participation  in  business.  Mr. 
Martin  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1879,  and  during  his  entire 
business  career  was  with  the  Larkin  Co.,  and  its  predecessor,  J.  D.  Larkin 
&  Co.,  dating  from  1878.  He  became  a  director  of  the  company  when  it 
was  incorporated  in  1892,  and  in  1893  was  made  secretary,  which  position 
he  filled  with  distinction  until  his  voluntary  retirement  in  1925. 

Darwin  Denice  Martin  was  born  October  25,  1865,  on  Cherry  Valley 
turnpike  in  the  hamlet  of  Bouckville,  Madison  county,  New  York,  a  son 
of  Hiram  and  Ann  Eliza  (McMannis)  Martin.  His  paternal  ancestry  is 
wholly  English.  The  first  American  generation  of  Martins  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  John  Martin,  who  married  Mercy  Billington,  of  Rehoboth,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  whose  father  was  a  passenger  on  the  Mayflower  in  1620.  John 
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Martin’s  mother,  Dorothy  Smith,  was  descended  from  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Smith,  who  arrived  in  America  in  1632  on  the  ship  Elizabeth.  There 
were  twenty-one  John  Martins  from  Massachusetts  enlisted  in  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Hiram  Martin,  the  father 
of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  year  1822,  and 
his  wife  in  1832.  Ann  Eliza  (McMannis)  Martin  was  of  Scotch-Irish  and 
Dutch  descent,  having  been  a  direct  descendant  of  Margaret  Stuyvesant, 
who  was  a  sister  of  Peter  Stuyvesant. 

Darwin  D.  Martin  received  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of 
Nebraska  and  Iowa.  He  left  his  classes  when  he  was  only  thirteen  years 
old  and  embarked  upon  his  life’s  work,  always,  however,  remaining  a 
student  in  his  attitude  toward  life  and  realities.  Reading  and  study,  in 
fact,  has  been  and  is  his  chief  diversion  and  pleasure.  Since  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  active  business  in  1925,  he  has  been  devoting  his  attention  to 
the  management  of  his  private  interests.  Among  his  connections,  he  is 
the  president  of  Bloor  Building,  Ltd.,  of  Toronto,  Canada;  vice  president 
of  800  West  Ferry  Street,  Inc. ;  and  special  partner  of  O’Brian,  Potter, 
Stafford  &  Company,  brokers  and  investment  bankers  of  Buffalo. 

On  June  26,  1889,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to 
Miss  Isabelle  Reidpath,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  W.  and  Katherine  (Dan¬ 
ner)  Reidpath.  The  father,  who  was  born  at  Musselburgh,  Scotland,  in 
1841,  and  died  in  1885,  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  canning  business 
at  Buffalo  from  1866  until  his  demise.  In  1867  he  married  Katherine 
Danner,  who  was  born  in  1845,  in  New  York  city,  and  is  still  living.  Mrs. 
Martin’s  father  was  Scotch  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  served  for  three 
years  in  the  Twenty-first  and  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiments  of  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club  of  Buffalo,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club  and  the  Lake  Placid  Club.  They  founded  a  chair  of  mathe¬ 
matics  in  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1928.  They  are  the  parents  of  a 
son  and  a  daughter:  Dorothy  Reidpath  Martin,  who  married  James 
Forsyth  Foster,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  two  children,  Margaret  Reidpath 
Foster  and  Darwin  Martin  Foster,  born  November  11,  1930;  and  Darwin 
Reidpath  Martin,  of  Buffalo,  a  biography  of  whom  appears  upon  another 
page  of  this  publication.  Mr.  Martin  erected  his  city  residence  at  125 
Jewett  parkway  in  1905,  and  also  has  an  attractive  summer  home,  “Gray- 
cliff,”  on  Lake  Shore  highway. 

No  man  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  has  wider  or  more  sincere  interest  in 
the  development  of  civic,  cultural,  artistic  and  educational  institutions 
and  organizations  than  Mr.  Martin,  and  his  official  connections  with  these 
groups  are  many.  His  enthusiasm  in  these  matters  is  not  as  a  diversion, 
but  comes  from  a  deep-rooted  desire  to  better  the  community  by  assisting 
in  the  development  of  these  meritorious  efforts.  Mr.  Martin  is  or  has 
been  a  director  or  trustee  of  the  following:  the  Buffalo  City  Planning 
Association;  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science;  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society;  the  New  York  State  Historical  Association;  the  Buffalo  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Blind;  the  Buffalo  Municipal  Research  Bureau;  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Buffalo  Symphony  Society;  the  Pine  Mountain 
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Settlement  School,  Inc.,  of  Kentucky,  of  which  he  is  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees;  and  the  Buffalo  Men’s  Hotel;  and  he  is  the  Buffalo 
sponsor  for  the  National  Recreation  Association  of  America.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Committee  of  Seventeen  Thou¬ 
sand  for  Law  Enforcement  and  a  member  of  the  Young-  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientist.  In  1917  and  1918  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  supplies  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  thus  served  his  country  in  the  time  of  war.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  publicity  committee  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition  that 
was  held  in  Buffalo  in  1901. 


FRANK  L.  SMITH 

Frank  L.  Smith  occupies  the  presidency  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Clody, 
Incorporated,  manufacturers  and  bottlers  of  soft  drinks  at  3380  Main 
street,  which  company  is  among  the  leading  concerns  of  its  character  on 
the  Niagara  Frontier  and  a  pioneer  in  the  trade,  one  of  the  original  found¬ 
ers  having  been  Mr.  Smith’s  father.  Under  the  skillful  guidance  of  Frank 
L.  Smith,  the  company  is  keeping  pace  with  the  rapid  growth  in  the 
industry  of  carbonated  beverages,  and  occupies  a  three-story  building, 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  facilities  for  the  work.  He  is  a  native  son 
of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  January  3,  1887,  his  parents 
being  Louis  J.  and  Magdalena  (Zindel)  Smith.  His  grandparents  were 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hyman)  Schmidt,  who  used  the  Teutonic  spelling 
of  the  family  name.  Both  were  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo. 
Jacob  Schmidt  was  a  farmer,  and  owned  the  farm  on  a  portion  of  which 
the  Little  Flower  Seminary  now  stands.  He  also  dug  up  stumps  and 
graded  the  lot  now  occupied  by  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church  at 
Buffalo.  He  was  later  in  the  restaurant  business,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war. 

Louis  J.  Smith  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tonawanda,  March  4,  1858,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  May  23,  1929.  Early  in  life,  he  was  in  the  wholesale 
tobacco  business,  later  in  the  restaurant  business,  and  in  1899  he  and 
Joseph  Clody  organized  the  Smith  &  Clody  bottling  works  at  3380  Main 
street,  where  they  manufactured  soft  drinks,  selling  wholesale  to  the 
trade.  When  the  business  was  incorporated  in  1911,  Louis  J.  Smith 
became  president,  and  so  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  a  member 
of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  he  supported  the 
democratic  party,  having  been  a  supervisor  for  many  years.  His  wife, 
Magdalena  (Zindel)  Smith,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  8,  1860,  and 
now  resides  in  this  city. 

Their  son,  Frank  L.  Smith,  attended  St.  Joseph’s  parochial  school  and 
the  public  schools,  and  in  1905  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high 
school.  He  then  became  connected  in  the  soft  drink  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  of  Smith  &  Clody,  and  later  became  a  partner.  When  the  business 
was  incorporated,  he  became  treasurer,  the  other  officers  being  Louis  J. 
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Smith,  president;  Joseph  Clody,  vice  president;  and  Leo  B.  Kirch,  secre¬ 
tary.  In  1929  Frank  L.  Smith  bought  the  interest  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Kirch,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Louis  J.  Smith,  succeeded 
him  as  president,  and  he  is  also  treasurer.  Mr.  Clody  died  in  July,  1930, 
and  his  interest  in  the  company  was  acquired  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith  has  consistently  taken  a  helpful  part  in  civic  affairs,  and 
in  fraternal  and  club  circles  he  has  likewise  maintained  an  interest.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Empire  State  Bottlers  of  Carbonated  Beverages,  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Erie  County  Conservation  Society, 
the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and 
the  Boreal  Club  of  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevo¬ 
lent  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  has 
taken  the  fourth  degree;  St.  Joseph’s  Parish  Club;  and  the  Order  of 
Alhambra.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
politically  is  a  democrat.  Hunting  and  fishing  are  his  diversions. 

On  November  6,  1913,  in  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Frank  L. 
Smith  and  Marie  E.  Hartman,  the  latter  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frank  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Esser)  Hartman,  the  former  having  been 
born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  Buffalo,  where  they  now 
reside.  Mr.  Hartman  is  a  retired  banker.  His  wife  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Esser,  who  owned  the  Banner  Milling  Company.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  educated  in  the  parochial  and  city  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  com¬ 
municant  of  St.  Joseph’s  parish.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  three  children, 
namely:  Mary  Jane,  born  November  3,  1915;  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  April 
15,  1918;  and  Frank  L.  Robert,  born  October  19,  1925.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  situated  at  28  University  avenue,  Buffalo. 


GEORGE  BARCLAY  BASSETT 

The  reputation  of  George  Barclay  Bassett,  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
and  valued  citizens  of  Buffalo,  has  been  built  upon  marked  achievement  in 
engineering  lines,  upon  his  fine  conception  of  civic  loyalty  and  service,  his 
honorable  association  with  his  fellows,  and  his  identity  as  a  member  of 
one  of  America’s  real  colonial  families.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo 
since  1886,  and  six  years  after  his  arrival  he  organized  the  Buffalo  Meter 
Company  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing,  under  his  own  patents, 
meters  for  measuring  water  and  other  liquids.  This  company  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow  and  expand,  and  is  now  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  substantial 
and  prosperous  business  concerns,  with  offices  and  factory  at  2917  Main 
street. 

George  Barclay  Bassett  was  born  at  Ballston  Spa,  New  York,  June  17, 
1861,  a  son  of  Charles  Ralph  and  Elvira  (Rogers)  Bassett.  He  is  de¬ 
scended  from  very  old  colonial  stock,  seven  of  his  ancestors  having  come 
to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  on  the  Mayflower.  These  were  William 
Brewster,  John  Howland,  Richard  Warren,  Francis  Cooke  and  John  and 
Elizabeth  Tilley  and  their  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  How¬ 
land.  George  B.  Bassett  also  traces  his  ancestry  to  William  Bassett,  an 
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Englishman,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1621  on  the  ship  Fortune,  which 
was  the  second  vessel  to  carry  Pilgrims  to  Plymouth.  The  line  of  de¬ 
scent  follows: 

(I)  William  Bassett,  who  was  a  resident  of  Sandwich,  England, 
went  to  Leyden,  Holland,  as  a  Puritan  refugee.  While  living  there  he 
married,  August  13,  1611,  his  second  wife,  Margaret  Oldham,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  England.  She  died  at  Leyden,  and  he  married  (thirdly) 
Elizabeth  (probably  Tilden),  who  came  with  him  on  the  Fortune  to  this 
country  in  1621.  They  settled  at  Plymouth,  where  he  was  gunsmith  for 
the  colony  and  the  owner  of  a  large  library.  He  was  called  Captain  Bas¬ 
sett,  and  his  sword  may  still  be  seen  in  the  Pilgrims’  Memorial  Hall  at 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  From  Plymouth,  he  removed  to  Duxbury, 
which  he  helped  to  lay  out,  and  still  later  he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors,  and  there  he  died  in  1667. 
In  1643  he  and  his  son,  William,  were  members  of  the  Duxbury  Militia 
Company  under  Captain  Miles  Standish.  He  was  a  representative  in  the 
Old  Colony  Court  in  1640,  with  Christopher  Wadsworth;  in  1643  with 
Edmund  Chandler  and  Thomas  Besbeech;  in  1644  with  Miles  Standish, 
John  Alden,  and  Jonathan  Brewster;  in  1645  with  George  Soule  and  Ed¬ 
mund  Chandler;  and  in  1648  with  John  Alden. 

(II)  William  Bassett  (2)  son  of  William  (I)  and  Elizabeth  Bassett, 
was  born  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1624.  After  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  Sandwich,  and  continued  to  reside  there  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  About  1652  he  married  Mary  Rainsford,  a  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Rainsford.  Among  their  children  was  William. 

(III)  William  Bassett  (3),  son  of  William  (2)  and  Mary  (Rainsford) 
Bassett,  was  born  at  Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  in  1656.  He  was  known  as 
Colonel  William  Bassett,  and  was  the  most  distinguished  of  the  name  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  chosen  chief  marshal  of  Plymouth  Colony  in 
1689,  and  continued  to  hold  that  office  until  1692,  when  the  Plymouth 
Colony  united  with  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  captain  and  one  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  at  Point  Garrison,  November  11,  1689,  and  most  of  the  letters 
to  the  governor,  while  the  council  of  war  was  held  at  Point  Garrison,  were 
written  by  him.  He  was  major  and  deputy  at  Boston  in  1702  and  1706; 
colonel  and  deputy  at  Boston  in  1707 ;  and  representative  from  Sandwich, 
both  to  the  general  court  at  Plymouth,  and  after  the  Union  to  the  general 
court  in  Boston,  at  various  times  from  1690  to  1716;  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  inferior  court  from  1710  to  1715,  and  afterward  register 
of  probate.  He  was  appointed  by  the  general  court,  with  John  Otis  and 
Thomas  Smith,  to  view  and  report  on  the  practicability  of  building  a  canal 
across  Cape  Cod,  at  Sandwich,  in  1697.  He  married  Rachel  Willison,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  William  (4) . 

(IV)  William  Bassett  (4),  son  of  William  (3)  and  Rachel  (Willison) 
Bassett,  was  born  at  Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  in  1680,  where  he  lived 
throughout  his  life  and  was  a  prominent  citizen,  having  served  as  a  rep¬ 
resentative  to  the  Old  Colony  Court,  and  in  various  other  ways  rendering 
public  service.  He  married  Abigail  Bourne,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Bourne, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Elisha. 


216 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


(V)  Captain  Elisha  Bassett,  son  of  William  (4)  and  Abigail 
(Bourne)  Bassett,  was  born  at  Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  in  1714,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Yarmouth,  Massachusetts.  He  represented  Yarmouth  in  the 
Provincial  Congress  assembled  at  Cambridge  and  Watertown  in  the  years 
1774-75-76,  and  held  commissions  in  the  provincial  militia  as  follows: 
ensign,  dated  October  21,  1748,  signed  William  Shirley,  governor;  ensign, 
dated  April  29,  1756,  signed  William  Shirley,  governor;  lieutenant,  dated 
March  15,  1758,  signed  Thomas  Pownal,  governor;  captain,  dated  June 
11,  1765,  signed  Francis  Barnard,  governor;  and  captain,  dated  November 
19,  1772,  signed  Thomas  Hutchinson,  governor.  Captain  Elisha  Bassett 
married,  in  1739,  Ruhama  Jennings,  and  among  their  children  was  Lot. 

(VI)  Lot  Bassett,  son  of  Elisha  and  Ruhama  (Jennings)  Bassett, 
was  born  at  Yarmouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1755.  He  was  a  sergeant  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  having  then  been  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  was  married  January  31,  1782,  to  Deborah  Howes,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Francis. 

(VII)  Francis  Bassett,  son  of  Lot  and  Deborah  (Howes)  Bassett, 
was  born  at  Ashfield,  Massachusetts,  in  1796.  He  followed  farming  all 
of  his  life  at  Ashfield,  and  married  Mehitable  Ford,  a  daughter  of  John 
Ford,  who  became  the  mother  of  Charles  Ralph,  who  was  one  of  her  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  old  age. 

(VIII)  Charles  Ralph  Bassett,  son  of  Francis  and  Mehitable  (Ford) 
Bassett,  was  born  at  Ashfield,  Massachusetts,  December  14,  1836.  He 
moved  to  New  York  city,  where  for  many  years  he  was  a  wholesale  dealer 
in  jewelry.  He  married  Elvira  Rogers,  daughter  of  Elam  Rogers,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  George  Barclay  Bassett,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  biography. 

George  Barclay  Bassett,  who  is  the  ninth  in  the  agnatic  line  from  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  of  Watertown,  New  York.  He  then 
spent  one  year  in  the  study  of  hydraulics  and  bridge  building  at  the  Shef¬ 
field  Scientific  School,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  during  which  time  he 
was  assistant  instructor  to  the  junior  class  in  land  surveying,  under  Pro¬ 
fessor  Norton.  He  also  studied  engineering  in  the  office  of  Frank  A. 
Hinds,  city  engineer  and  water  commissioner  of  Watertown,  New  York, 
from  1879  to  1886.  He  removed  to  Buffalo,  October  4,  1886,  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Edward  Murray  Bassett,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bassett  Brothers,  engineers  and  contractors,  and  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  designed  and  built  the  municipal  waterworks  complete  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cities  in  New  York  state:  Bath,  Albion,  Gowanda,  Clyde,  Palmyra, 
Phelps,  Brockport,  Holly  and  elsewhere.  He  was  assistant  or  chief  en¬ 
gineer  in  the  design  and  construction  of  some  fifty-three  municipal  water 
supplies.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Bassett  had  been  experimenting  with 
water  meters,  and  on  October  1,  1892,  he  formed  the  Buffalo  Meter  Com¬ 
pany,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  meters  under  his  own 
patents.  Of  this  concern  Mr.  Bassett  was  made  president  and  general 
manager,  and  this  position  he  has  continued  to  hold  until  the  present. 

He  is  a  recognized  authority  in  his  field  of  endeavor,  and  is  a  business 
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man  highly  regarded  by  his  contemporaries.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers, 
the  American  Water  Works  Association  and  the  Engineering  Society  of 
Buffalo.  He  was  president  of  the  Engineering  Society  of  Western  New 
York  in  1908;  and  president  of  the  Engineering  Society  of  Buffalo  in 
1918-19.  In  addition  to  these  professional  connections,  Mr.  Bassett  has 
found  opportunity  to  acquire  numerous  philanthropic,  religious  and  so¬ 
cial  connections.  He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital  of  Buffalo;  a  director  of  the 
Children’s  Aid  and  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
having  formerly  been  its  treasurer  and  also  a  fund  commissioner;  a 
director  of  the  Main  Street  Association;  a  director  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  chairman  of  its  board  of  management  of  the 
Men’s  Hotel.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  Buffalo  Canoe  Club, 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Rotary  Club,  Mercer  Club,  the  Buffalo  City 
Planning  Association  (director),  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  (life  member),  the  Buffalo  Library  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

On  January  8,  1890,  at  Palmyra,  New  York,  George  B.  Bassett  was 
married  to  Anna  Kingman,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Marcus  Kingman, 
a  well  known  physician  and  surgeon  of  that  city,  and  Marcia  (Halbert) 
Kingman,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons,  namely :  Charles 
Kingman  and  Robert  Sturtevant,  who  are  of  the  tenth  generation  of  their 
direct  line  in  this  country.  In  1912  George  B.  Bassett  built  his  home  at 
691  West  Ferry  street,  Buffalo,  and  has  resided  there  since. 

Charles  Kingman  Bassett  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  June  12,  1891,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Elmwood  school  in  1905,  and  from  the  Lafayette  high  school 
in  1910.  He  was  awarded  a  state  scholarship  in  Cornell  University,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1914,  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical 
Engineer.  In  June,  1917,  he  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  Army,  and  served  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  in  France 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  the  ordnance  engineers.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
officers  reserve  corps.  He  is  now  secretary  and  sales  manager  of  the 
Buffalo  Meter  Company,  and  resides  at  278  Depew  avenue,  Buffalo,  and 
spends  his  summers  at  Bay  Beach,  Ontario.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Upsilon  college  fraternity,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
the  American  Water  Works  Association,  the  Army  Ordnance  Association, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Scalp  and  Blade, 
the  Cornell  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  York,  the  Gyro  Club  of 
Buffalo,  of  which  he  was  vice  president  in  1923,  and  the  Buffalo  Engineer¬ 
ing  Society. 

On  February  1,  1921,  Charles  K.  Bassett  was  married  to  Jean  Van  In- 
wagen,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  James,  Jr.,  and  Mildred  (Cong- 
don)  Van  Inwagen,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Barbara,  born  January  5,  1922;  Kingman,  born  July  11,  1924;  Nancy, 
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born  November  12,  1925;  Priscilla,  born  January  25,  1927;  and  James 
Van  Inwagen,  born  May  12,  1930. 

Robert  Sturtevant  Bassett,  the  younger  son  of  George  B.  and  Anna 
(Kingman)  Bassett,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  19,  1894.  He  graduated 
from  the  Elmwood  school  in  1907,  and  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  in 
1911,  having  been  second  highest  in  his  class  with  Magna  Cum  Laude, 
also  winning  the  Jesse  Ketchum  medal  for  scholarship.  Having  been 
awarded  a  New  York  state  scholarship  at  Cornell  University,  he  attended 
there,  and  graduated  in  1916  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer, 
standing  third  highest  in  his  class  and  winning  the  Sibley  prize  in  me¬ 
chanic  arts,  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  key  and  the  Delta  Upsilon  key  for  schol¬ 
arship.  He  is  now  treasurer  and  director  of  purchases  for  the  Buffalo 
Meter  Company,  and  has  invented  several  improved  liquid  measuring  in¬ 
struments.  He  resides  at  131  Woodbridge  avenue  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  Buffalo 
Engineering  Society,  the  Delta  Upsilon  and  Tau  Beta  Pi  college  fraterni¬ 
ties,  the  Scalp  and  Blade,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe 
Club,  the  Park  Club,  and  the  Cornell  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New 
York. 

On  June  5,  1917,  Robert  S.  Bassett  was  married  to  Florence  Isabelle 
Banks,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Prentice  and  Jane 
(Walker)  Banks,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Mar¬ 
cia  Isabelle,  born  May  7,  1919;  and  Norman  Banks,  born  May  6,  1922. 


KARL  A.  MCCORMICK 

Since  the  time  he  entered  the  legal  profession  Karl  A.  McCormick  has 
practiced  in  Buffalo  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Bagley, 
Wechter,  McCormick  &  Irvin,  with  offices  on  the  eleventh  floor  of  the 
Liberty  Bank  building.  He  also  has  important  business  connections  and 
has  also  found  time  for  civic  activities.  He  was  born  in  Medina,  Orleans 
county,  New  York,  November  17,  1886,  and  is  of  Scotch  and  Irish  lineage. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  McCormick,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  isle 
and  when  a  young  man  yielded  to  the  lure  of  the  new  world.  He  aided  in 
building  the  Erie  canal  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  agriculturists  of 
Orleans  county.  His  son,  Nelson  A.  McCormick,  was  born  on  the  family 
homestead  in  that  county  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  and  the  improvement  of  the  property,  on  which  a  valuable  deposit 
of  sandstone  was  discovered  in  1884. 

He  was  the  father  of  Adelbert  J.  McCormick,  who  was  born  on  the 
old  farm  near  Medina  in  1844  and  attended  the  schools  of  that  district. 
His  advanced  studies  were  pursued  in  Alfred  College,  which  conferred 
upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  and  later  he  was  a  member  of  the 

faculty  of  Fayetteville  College  of  New  York.  After  his  retirement  from 

* 

the  educational  field  he  returned  to  the  homestead  and  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  management  of  the  sandstone  quarry,  which  he  owned  and 
operated  until  his  death  in  1903.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  his 
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district  and  served  for  four  terms  in  the  state  legislature.  In  Fayette¬ 
ville,  New  York,  he  had  married  Ella  S.  Abbott,  who  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  that  locality  and  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  When  very  young  she 
lost  her  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith  and  wagonmaker,  and  who  met  an 
accidental  death.  Her  mother  never  recovered  from  the  shock,  passing 
away  six  months  later.  For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Medina,  manifesting  a  deep  and 
helpful  interest  in  all  of  its  activities.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  The  eldest,  Charles  N.,  was  formerly  identified  with 
the  garage  and  automobile  business  in  Chicago  and  now  resides  in  Bing¬ 
hamton,  New  York.  The  daughter,  Elva  L.,  married  Robert  C.  McNamara, 
vice  president  of  Scott,  Foresman  &  Company,  school  book  publishers  of 
Chicago,  and  they  have  three  children :  Robert,  who  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  business ; 
Ruth,  the  wife  of  Charles  Beekman,  of  Chicago;  and  Donald,  a  Princeton 
student. 

The  second  son,  Karl  A.  McCormick,  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
completing  a  course  in  the  Medina  high  school  in  1904,  and  was  next  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1908  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  the  following  year,  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  began  his  career  as  a  lawyer  in 
Buffalo.  From  1909  until  1913  he  was  connected  with  Bushnell  &  Metcalf, 
well  known  attorneys,  and  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Richard  E. 
Jacobson,  under  the  name  of  Jacobson  &  McCormick.  This  firm  con¬ 
tinued  until  December  31,  1924.  Mr.  McCormick  was  appointed  a  judge 
of  the  city  court  of  Buffalo  to  complete  the  unexpired  term  of  Judge 
Thomas  Noonan,  and  capably  discharged  his  duties  on  the  bench.  He 
resumed  the  practice  of  law  and  since  the  1st  of  January,  1925,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bagley,  Wechter,  McCormick  &  Irvin,  one  of 
Buffalo’s  oldest  law  firms.  Mr.  McCormick  has  been  identified  with  the 
trial  of  many  important  cases.  He  devotes  much  time  and  thought  to 
the  preparation  of  his  cases  and  in  their  presentation  exhibits  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  legal  principles  involved. 

His  sound  judgment  and  keen  insight  into  business  affairs  has  impelled 
his  selection  as  a  business  executive  by  several  commercial  companies. 
He  has  been  vice  president  and  secretary  of  The  Holling  Press,- Inc.,  one 
of  Buffalo’s  largest  printing  companies,  since  its  incorporation.  He  is 
also  identified  with  other  business  organizations  of  the  city. 

On  Christmas  day  of  1914,  Mr.  McCormick  was  married  in  New  York 
city  to  Miss  Lloryr  A.  Green,  a  daughter  of  Richard  P.  and  Josephine  E. 
Green,  who  are  now  deceased.  In  Masonry  Mr.  McCormick  has  taken  the 
thirty-second  degree,  his  affiliations  being  with  Highland  Lodge,  No.  835, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
has  always  been  a  consistent  follower  of  the  faith  in  which  he  was  reared 
and  for  four  years  was  a  trustee  of  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  to  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  national  legal 
fraternity,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Marshall  Club,  of  which 
he  was  elected  the  third  president  in  1923.  From  1924  to  1927  he  was  a 
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trustee  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 
Deeply  interested  in  municipal  affairs,  Mr.  McCormick  has  served  on 
various  important  committees  of  Buffalo  and  at  the  time  of  its  organiza¬ 
tion  in  1918  was  chosen  a  member  and  secretary  of  the  first  city  planning 
committee.  He  served  on  this  board  for  ten  years  and  until  it  was  re¬ 
placed  by  the  new  charter  January  1,  1928.  He  is  a  strong  champion  of 
movements  which  make  for  civic  progress  and  improvement  and  exerts 
a  potent  influence  for  good  in  his  community. 


SMITH  M.  FLICKINGER 

The  increasing  scope  and  importance  of  the  chain  store  idea  in  Ameri¬ 
can  business  is  a.  matter  of  common  knowledge,  but  few  men  have  taken 
more  advantage  of  this  method  in  merchandising,  or  better  understood  its 
possibilities,  than  Smith  M.  Flickinger,  of  Buffalo,  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  S.  M.  Flickinger  Co.,  Inc.,  and  originator  of  the  Red  &  White  Cor¬ 
poration  comprising  a  voluntary  chain  of  over  four  thousand  retail 
grocery  stores  in  the  middle  west,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  throughout  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  He  has  shown  great  ability  and  talent  in  business 
affairs,  and  his  leadership  and  judgment  have  been  of  inestimable  value 
in  those  business  enterprises  with  which  he  has  been  connected. 

Smith  M.  Flickinger  was  born  at  Sardinia,  New  York,  July  8,  1864,  a 
son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Seible)  Flickinger,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  are  now  deceased.  The  father  was  for  many 
years  the  proprietor  of  a  general  store  at  Boston,  New  York.  Smith  M. 
Flickinger,  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  two  years,  was  reared  on  a  farm 
by  foster  parents,  to  whom  he  gave  his  time  and  energy  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  His  education  comprised  in  a  formal  way  only  the  course 
available  at  the  district  school  but  included  much  spare-time  study  along 
practical  lines  of  knowledge.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1885  and  secured  a 
position  in  the  retail  grocery  store  of  Frank  J.  Miller  at  seven  dollars 
per  week,  but  his  energy  and  interest  in  his  work  were  such  that  his 
wages  were  voluntarily  advanced  five  times  during  the  first  year  of  his 
stay.  The  concern  was  gradually  carried  into  the  wholesale  end  of  the 
grocery  business,  and  he  remained  therewith  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Miller, 
when  it  was  absorbed  by  W.  H.  Granger  &  Company,  Mr.  Flickenger  con¬ 
tinuing  with  the  new  owners  for  about  eight  years.  By  industry,  thrift 
and  perseverance  he  was  able  to  establish  himself  in  the  retail  grocery 
business  on  East  Market  street  and  in  1903  entered  the  wholesale  field. 
From  this  unpretentious  beginning  he  has  through  the  years  developed 
the  large  organization  of  the  S.  M.  Flickinger  Co.,  Inc.,  which  he  controls, 
operating  a  large  number  of  retail  stores  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  also  a  number  of  distributing  plants  in  various  cities.  Mr.  Flickinger 
was  the  originator  of  the  Red  &  White  system  of  merchandising,  an  or¬ 
ganization  composed  of  affiliated  grocers  from  all  sections  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  with  headquarters  at  Buffalo.  This  combination  in- 
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eludes  about  four  thousand  retail  stores  operating  under  the  Red  &  White 
agreement,  which  gives  them  the  advantage  of  chain  store  operation. 

Mr.  Flickinger  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Congressional  Country  Club  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  the  Kahwa  Country  Club  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Rotary  Club.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Universalist  Church  of  the  Messiah. 

On  September  12,  1893,  Mr.  Flickinger  was  married  to  Louise  Nassal, 
of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Carl  and  Helen  (Boxler)  Nassal,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flickinger  became  the  parents 
of  three  sons:  Lee,  who  is  now  deceased;  and  Burt  P.  and  Glenn  W.,  both 
of  whom  are  connected  with  the  S.  M.  Flickinger  Co.,  Inc.,  the  former  as 
a  vice  president  and  the  latter  as  assistant  treasurer.  Burt  P.  Flickinger, 
who  was  born  April  5,  1896,  married  Marjorie  Baker,  of  Buffalo,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  E.  and  Nina  (Wilcox)  Baker,  and  their  two  children  are 
Burt  P.,  Jr.,  and  Peter  Baker  Flickinger.  Glenn  W.  Flickinger,  who  was 
born  June  25,  1902,  married  Awdry  Griffith,  of  Dunnville,  Ontario,  a 
daughter  of  William  James  and  Beatrice  Awdry  Griffith.  The  residence  of 
Smith  M.  Flickinger  is  at  68  Rumsey  road,  Buffalo. 


ROSS  GRAVES 

Ross  Graves  has  long  been  an  outstanding  figure  in  commercial  circles 
of  Buffalo  and  is  now  devoting  his  attention  to  the  management  of  his 
important  interests  as  an  investment  banker  and  oil  operator.  For  several 
years  he  was  active  in  public  affairs,  rendering  effective  service  to  both 
his  city  and  state,  and  at  all  times  has  been  animated  by  a  progressive 
spirit  and  high  ideals.  He  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  August  27, 
1874,  and  is  the  only  child  of  John  J.  and  Sarah  (Seath)  Graves.  The 
mother,  also  a  native  of  Albany,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
The  Graves  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was  first  represented  in 
America  by  John  Graves,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1635,  settling  in 
the  colony  of  Connecticut.  He  was  the  father  of  two  sons,  one  of  whom 
was  John  Graves,  Jr.,  and  from  him  Ross  Graves  is  directly  descended. 
In  early  life  John  J.  Graves  was  a  craftsman  of  extraordinary  skill  and 
devoted  many  years  to  foundry  work,  filling  the  position  of  superintendent 
in  a  Buffalo  establishment  for  a  considerable  period.  Of  Revolutionary 
war  ancestry,  he  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and 
patriotism,  which  was  manifest  in  his  three  years’  service  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a  member  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  which  he  joined  in  Albany.  He  passed  away  in  1883  and  a  few 
years  before  his  death  had  become  inspector  of  funds  in  Buffalo  for  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Coming  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  when  a  small  boy,  Ross  Graves 
attended  the  public  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  and  then 
became  a  wage  earner,  entering  business  life  as  an  elevator  boy  in  the 
Jewett  Stove  Works  of  this  city.  Industrious,  capable  and  dependable, 
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he  was  steadily  promoted  and  at  length  was  made  cashier  of  the  Jewett 
Stove  Company,  resigning  the  position  to  become  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Buffalo  Cereal  Company,  which  he  represented  in  that  capacity  for  seven 
years.  Prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition,  he  entered  the  field  of  con¬ 
tracting  for  a  time,  building  many  industrial  plants  in  Buffalo.  He  then 
became  a  special  agent  for  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society,  repre¬ 
senting  the  corporation  in  Buffalo  for  some  time,  and  was  next  engaged 
in  the  packing  business  for  a  year.  Turning  his  attention  to  financial 
affairs,  he  is  now  serving  as  president  of  Ross  Graves  &  Company,  Inc., 
investment  bankers,  with  offices  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building.  He 
deals  in  high-grade  securities  and  heads  a  large  and  efficiently  managed 
organization  of  high  standing. 

In  association  with  other  local  capitalists,  Mr.  Graves  organized  the 
Rock  Petroleum  Corporation  for  the  distribution  of  the  products  of  the 
Richfield  Oil  Company  of  New  York  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity  and  they  are 
now  establishing  a  chain  of  gas  stations,  while  they  also  operate  through 
independent  dealers.  Mr.  Graves  is  a  forceful  factor  in  the  conduct  of 
this  business,  which  is  rapidly  expanding.  The  Rock  Petroleum  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo  has  erected  large  warehouses  and  tanks  on  Military  road 
for  the  storage  of  Richfield  products  and  has  every  facility  for  rendering 
adequate  service  to  the  oil  trade  in  this  district. 

Mr.  Graves  was  married  December  28,  1898,  to  Miss  Lucy  Newberry, 
a  native  of  England,  and  a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sarah  (Humphrey) 
Newberry,  who  came  to  the  United  States  during  her  infancy,  establishing 
their  home  in  Buffalo.  Her  father  was  long  numbered  among  the  promi¬ 
nent  business  men  of  the  city  and  both  he  and  the  mother  are  now 
deceased.  Mr:  and  Mrs.  Graves  reside  at  149  Russell  avenue.  They  have 
a  daughter,  Marion  S.,  who  was  born  April  15,  1903,  and  has  become  the 
wife  of  Phillip  Waring  Evans,  connected  with  the  Buffalo  General  Electric 
Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  one  daughter  Jeanne  Graves  Evans, 
born  in  Buffalo,  June  16,  1930. 

Mr.  Graves  is  an  officer  of  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  has  also  figured  prominently  in  Masonic  affairs,  being  a 
past  master  of  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  past  district 
deputy  grand  master  of  the  old  thirty-eighth  Masonic  district.  In  the 
local  councils  of  the  republican  party  he  exerts  considerable  influence  and 
has  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  discharged  the  public  trusts  reposed  in 
him.  During  1915  he  represented  the  second  assembly  district  in  the  New 
York  state  legislature,  was  reelected  and  in  1917  was  elected  state  senator. 
He  was  reelected  to  that  office  in  1918  and  aided  in  securing  the  passage 
of  several  measures  which  are  proving  of  benefit  to  the  commonwealth.  In 
1919  he  was  the  successful  candidate  for  councilman  of  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
making  a  record  which  won  him  reelection  in  1923,  and  during  his  first 
term  was  designated  commissioner  of  finance,  which  office  he  held  until 
his  retirement.  In  1925  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  mayoralty  but  was 
defeated.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1926,  Mr.  Graves  resigned  from  muni¬ 
cipal  office,  feeling  that  his  business  interests  required  his  undivided  atten¬ 
tion.  His  has  been  a  well  spent  life  of  varied  activities  and  noteworthy 
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achievements.  Endowed  with  clear  vision,  rare  judgment  and  an  un¬ 
limited  supply  of  energy,  he  never  stops  short  of  the  attainment  of  his 
purpose,  and  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  integrity  and  honor  he  has 
erected  the  structure  of  his  successful  career. 


WILLIAM  J.  GLEASNER 

William  J.  Gleasner  is  the  president  and  manager  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  industries  of  Buffalo,  and  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  state, 
that  of  the  Gleasner  Compressed  Air  Supply  &  Equipment  Company, 
Incorporated,  located  at  217  Leroy  avenue.  He  has  had  long  and  thorough 
experience  in  drilling  through  rock  and  subsoils,  and  has  contributed  much 
to  the  knowledge  and  development  of  methods  in  this  field.  He  has  exe¬ 
cuted  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  important  contracts  requiring  con¬ 
summate  skill  and  care,  and  his  services  are  widely  sought  for  work  of 
this  type  over  the  entire  Niagara  Frontier.  He  has  employed  the  latest 
and  most  efficient  equipment  in  his  work,  and  through  the  use  of  com¬ 
pressed  air  has  performed  tasks  which  only  a  few  years  past  would  have 
been  considered  impossible. 

Mr.  Gleasner  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  April  4,  1875,  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Honeckle)  Gleasner.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Alsace-Lorraine,  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  and 
settled  at  Albany,  New  York,  finding  employment  in  the  car  shops  of 
West  Albany.  He  remained  in  this  work  for  many  years.  In  1883,  he 
removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was  a  watchman  for  the  J.  N.  Adams  Com¬ 
pany  for  a  period  and  then  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1900  he  worked 
at  various  occupations. 

John  Gleasner  enlisted  from  Albany  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  served  for  three  years  in  Company  I,  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged.  Mary  (Honeckle)  Gleasner, 
the  mother  of  William  J.,  was  born  in  Baden  Baden,  Germany,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  when  very  young.  For  many  years 
her  father  conducted  a  summer  garden,  on  Second  street  in  Albany, 
modeled  after  similar  places  of  recreation  in  the  Fatherland.  Mrs.  Gleas¬ 
ner  died  in  1928,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  By  her  marriage  to 
John  Gleasner,  she  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy  Albert  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Mary,  who  is  a  dress¬ 
maker,  lives  in  Buffalo;  and  William  J. 

The  last  named  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  but  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  became  a  fireman  on  the  harbor  tugs,  and  in  this 
arduous  labor  remained  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  was 
made  chief  engineer  on  harbor  tugs.  In  this  capacity  he  worked  for  five 
years.  When  he  was  twenty-six,  he  bought  a  tug,  and  two  years  later 
owned  and  operated  two  tugs,  at  the  same  time  holding  a  government 
chief  engineer’s  license,  a  city  of  Buffalo  stationary  engineer’s  license,  and 
a  state  of  New  York  pilot  and  engineer’s  license.  By  the  time  he  was 
twenty-six,  Mr.  Gleasner  had  charge  of  drill  boats,  engaged  in  drilling 
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submarine  rock  in  the  Detroit  river.  Two  years  afterward  he  had  charge 
of  the  drill  boats  improving  Black  Rock  harbor,  and  in  building  the  ship 
canal  from  the  Erie  basin  to  Black  Rock.  When  he  was  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  he  had  the  management  of  six  miles  of  barge  canal  between  Pendle¬ 
ton,  New  York,  to  a  point  six  miles  west  of  Tonawanda  creek.  For  twenty- 
one  consecutive  years  he  worked  for  the  Donnelly  Construction  Company 
and  for  one  year  was  superintendent  at  Lyons,  New  York,  for  the  barge 
canal. 

When  he  was  thirty-six  years  old,  he  began  business  for  himself, 
organizing  a  company  known  as  the  Schottin  &  Gleasner  Company.  They 
had  a  contract  for  transporting  gravel  from  Palmyra  to  Seneca  Falls, 
New  York,  to  take  care  of  which  they  had  thirty-two  canal  boats,  with 
fourteen  tugs  to  tow  the  boats.  Two  years  later,  he  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  a  submerged  regulating  dam  on  the  Mohawk  river  at 
Herkimer,  New  York,  for  the  Peckham  Construction  Company  of  Buffalo. 
During  the  same  year,  he  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  a  double-deck 
concrete  arch  bridge  across  the  Black  river  at  Watertown,  New  York. 
Returning  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Gleasner  was  instrumental  in  the  adoption  of 
compressed  air  for  cutting  asphalt  in  street  repairing  here,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  men  to  make  a  success  of  this  work.  When  he  was  forty-three 
years  old,  he  established  a  business  of  his  own,  and  in  1918  formed  the 
Gleasner  Compressed  Air  Supply  &  Equipment  Company,  Incorporated, 
the  main  business  of  which  is  cutting  asphalt,  breaking  concrete,  blasting 
rock,  sand  blasting,  and  excavating.  The  company  will  rent,  sell  or  con¬ 
tract  in  anything  in  air  methods.  They  are  the  owners  of  the  patent  for 
blowing  out  caissons  by  compressed  air.  In  1928,  two  eighteen  inch  case¬ 
ments  were  driven  to  rock,  one  sixty-six  feet  and  one  sixty-eight  feet. 
Both  of  the  caissons  were  cleaned  out  by  this  compressed  air  method,  and 
were  backfilled  to  the  top  with  concrete  to  carry  a  heavy  load  of  coke- 
ovens.  In  August,  1930,  the  company  built  a  concrete  mat  in  quicksand 
for  a  high  school  smokestack  at  Springville,  New  York.  The  work  con¬ 
sisted  of  pushing  air  lines  through  natural  earth  of  six  feet  of  gumbo 
and  fifteen  feet  of  quicksand  and  muck.  In  two  days,  the  equipment 
pushed  into  the  quicksand  and  gumbo  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  sacks  of 
cement,  using  compressed  air  alone  in  the  forcing  process,  which  made  a 
substantial  foundation  for  the  smokestack.  The  company  has  in  its  pos¬ 
session  twenty-two  air  compressors,  from  three  and  a  half  cubic  feet  air 
capacity  to  five  hundred  cubic  feet.  They  also  do  sewer  and  water  main 
construction,  and  have  three  trench  machines  of  the  largest  type,  three 
back  fillers  and  three  cranes.  The  company  was  incorporated  in  1918, 
with  William  J.  Gleasner  as  president  and  general  manager;  George 
Gleasner,  vice  president  and  secretary;  and  Mervin  Gleasner,  financial 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  June  26,  1901,  William  J.  Gleasner  was  married  to  Lillian  B.  Voas, 
a  native  of  Buffalo.  To  them  three  children  have  been  born,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  George,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1902,  married  Florence  Rabe, 
and  is  now  associated  with  his  father’s  company,  as  noted  above;  and 
Mervin,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1906,  married  Lillian  Dekdebrun,  and  is  also 
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with  his  father’s  organization.  George  Gleasner  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  belonging  to  Highland  Lodge,  No.  835,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  and 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

William  J.  Gleasner  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  for  forty  years ;  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  for  forty  years ;  and 
of  the  Foresters  for  thirty-five  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club;  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  honorary  vice 
president  of  the  Submarine  Drillers  Union,  which  he  helped  to  organize. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Mrs.  Gleasner  is  also  active  in  the  work  for  the  Wheel  Chair  Home 
for  Incurables  at  Kenmore,  New  York. 


FRED  OTTO  DENNIS 

Representative  among  the  business  men  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  is  Fred 
Otto  Dennis,  of  Dennis  &  Co.,  Inc.,  law  book  and  law  blank  publishers, 
printers,  stationers  and  office  furniture  dealers,  situated  at  269  Main 
street,  and  generally  considered  the  leading  firm  of  its  kind  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  Mr.  Dennis  was  born  January  21,  1893,  in  Buffalo,  a  son  of 
Frederick  R.  and  Susan  (Merkle)  Dennis.  The  former,  born  in  Canada, 
is  now  deceased,  and  the  latter,  a  native  of  Akron,  New  York,  is  now 
residing  in  Buffalo. 

Fred  0.  Dennis  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo, 
and  after  his  graduation  entered  the  employ  of  the  Williamson  Law  Book 
Company  of  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1907,  and  traveled  in  the  interests 
of  this  concern  for  about  thirteen  years.  On  May  1,  1920,  he  organized 
his  present  company,  which  publishes  law  books,  and  deals  in  office  furni¬ 
ture,  printing  and  engraving.  He  still  utilizes  much  of  his  time  in  travel 
through  the  western  New  York  territory. 

Mr.  Dennis  is  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  South  Shore  Country 
Club ;  past  president  of  the  Buffalo  Optimists  Club ;  past  president  of  the 
Stationers’  Club  of  Buffalo;  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  Downs  Country 
Club.  Eight  months  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  armistice  in  1918,  he 
enlisted  in  the  infantry,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Lee,  where  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  lieutenant  and  where  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
after  the  conclusion  of  hostilities.  In  political  affairs,  he  gives  his  sup¬ 
port  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Buffalo  and  he  belongs  to  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Zuleika 
Grotto.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  National  Sojourners,  the  executive  committee  of  the  Buffalo 
Bowling  Association,  the  J.  E.  W.  S.,  the  Buffalo  Golf  Club,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Brotherhood  of  Magicians,  the  Binghamton  Country  Club,  the 
American  Legion,  the  Reserve  Officers  Association,  the  Buffalo  Automo¬ 
bile  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

On  December  15,  1922,  at  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dennis 
and  Louise  Schneider  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Dennis  is  vice  president  and  a 


228 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


director  of  the  Quota  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  Downs 
Country  Club,  and  the  South  Shore  Country  Club.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Louise  Schneider  of  this  city.  The  family  residence  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dennis  is  at  154  Minnesota  street. 


HARRY  YATES 

Harry  Yates,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Railway  Company,  and  also  an  officer  in  a  number  of  other  im¬ 
portant  corporations,  has  long  been  numbered  among  the  influential  and 
valuable  citizens  of  Buffalo.  He  has  made  signal  contribution  to  the  civic 
and  business  welfare  of  his  city  by  virtue  of  his  business  achievements 
and  his  abiding  interest  in  affairs  which  he  considered  of  benefit  to  the 
community. 

Mr.  Yates  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  born  November  30, 
1869,  his  parents  being  Arthur  G.  and  Virginia  L.  (Holden)  Yates.  The 
father  was  born  at  Waverly,  New  York,  and  died  in  New  York  city, 
February  9,  1909.  For  nineteen  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  president 
of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Railway  Company,  and  before  that 
was  an  extensive  coal  operator  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Bell,  Lewis  & 
Yates  of  Buffalo.  He  was  a  democrat  in  politics.  His  widow,  a  native 
of  Reading,  New  York,  now  resides  in  Rochester,  New  York.  Arthur  G. 
Yates  was  a  son  of  Judge  Arthur  Yates,  a  native  New  Yorker,  who  died 
at  Waverly.  Mrs.  Virginia  L.  (Holden)  Yates  was  a  daughter  of  Roswell 
Holden,  an  agriculturist  residing  near  Reading,  New  York. 

Harry  Yates  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  Rochester,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  coal  and  ice  business.  He  was  manager  of  both 
the  Silver  Lake  Ice  Company  and  the  Yates  Coal  Company,  located  in 
Rochester.  In  1892  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  here  occupied  the  presidency 
of  the  Buffalo  Ice  Company  for  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  was  appointed  general  agent  of  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal 
&  Iron  Company,  which  responsible  position  he  held  from  1895  to  1907. 
His  next  position  was  as  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Union 
Furnace  Company,  with  which  he  was  thus  officially  identified  until  July  1, 
1920,  when  the  company  leased  its  property,  later  disposing  thereof.  Mr. 
Yates  now  occupies  a  number  of  positions  in  various  corporations,  the 
principal  ones  being  as  follows :  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Canadian  Furnace  Company  of  Port  Colborne,  Ontario;  president  of  the 
Lafayette  Hotel  Company  of  Buffalo;  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo,  Roch¬ 
ester  &  Pittsburgh  Railway  Company ;  and  a  director  of  the  M  &  T  Trust 
Company  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Yates  is  an  adherent  of  the  democratic  party  and  a  Roman  Catholic 
in  religious  faith.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Genesee  Valley  Club  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  the  Bankers  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  (director),  the  Park  Club 
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of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  During  the  World  war 
he  served  as  a  member  of  local  draft  board  No.  16.  Mr.  Yates’  favorite 
diversion  from  his  business  affairs  is  to  visit  his  modern  farm  of  three 
thousand  acres  situated  at  Orchard  Park,  New  York,  where  he  is  exten¬ 
sively  interested  in  dairying  and  stockraising. 

At  Rochester,  New  York,  October  15,  1892,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Harry  Yates  and  Miss  Mary  Teresa  Duffy,  a  daughter  of  Walter  B.  and 
Teresa  (O’Dea)  Duffy,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Yates  was 
educated  in  Loretta  Convent  and  is  now  a  communicant  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cathedral ;  she  also  belongs  to  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yates  have  become  the  parents  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  Teresa  Y.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Sheahan, 
American  trade  commissioner  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil;  Walter  A.,  who 
is  president  of  the  Yates  Lehigh  Coal  Company  of  Buffalo;  Virginia,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  McK.  Erb  of  Buffalo;  Richard  C.,  vice  president  of 
the  Canadian  Furnace  Company  and  a  resident  of  Buffalo;  Harry  D., 
assistant  secretary  of  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo ;  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  J.  McGreal  of  London,  England;  and 
Robert  L.,  who  is  soliciting  freight  agent  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh  Railway  Company  and  resides  at  Buffalo. 


CHARLES  WESLEY  PEARSON 

Charles  Wesley  Pearson,  who  is  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Foundry  &  Machine  Company,  has  made  steady  and  consistent 
advancement  since  entering  the  business  field.  He  is  recognized  as  a 
thorough,  able  and  judicious  executive,  and  he  is  discharging  the  responsi¬ 
ble  duties  of  his  office  in  a  most  creditable  manner.  He  has  association 
with  a  number  of  other  corporations,  and  he  has  entered  into  the  social 
and  club  life  of  Buffalo  with  genuine  interest  and  spirit. 

A  native  of  Fremont,  Michigan,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1886,  he  is  a  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Mary  (Willoughby)  Pearson. 
The  father,  was  born  at  Napanee,  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
March  9,  1841,  and  is  a  retired  merchant  residing  at  Fremont,  Michigan. 
He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  supports  the  republi¬ 
can  party.  He  is  a  son  of  Leonard  Pearson,  who  was  born  in  England, 
and  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  fourteen  of  whom  accompanied 
their  parents  to  Canada,  the  fifteenth  having  been  born  in  the  latter 
dominion.  They  came  across  the  ocean  on  a  sailing  vessel.  The  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  at  one  time  a  hotel  keeper ;  he  died  at  Whitehall,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  his  wife  died  in  Ontario. 

Charles  W.  Pearson  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Fremont, 
Michigan,  and  the  McLaughlin  Business  University  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  and  later  took  a  correspondence  course.  He  was  first  employed 
as  a  bookkeeper  by  G.  E.  Hain  &  Company  of  Fremont,  was  then  book¬ 
keeper  and  cashier  for  the  W.  W.  Pearson  &  Reber  Brothers  department 
store  at  Fremont  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  office  assistant  for  the 
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Union  Carbide  Company  of  Niagara  Falls  for  a  year.  On  September  30, 
1905,  he  became  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Foundry  &  Machine  Company, 
then  known  as  the  Buffalo  Foundry  Company,  as  assistant  bookkeeper, 
at  which  time  the  company  was  manufacturing  grey  iron  castings  only. 
At  the  time  of  change  in  name  the  company  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  finished  machinery  such  as  vacuum  and  atmospheric  drying  equipment, 
evaporators,  chemical  machinery,  etc.  He  was  advanced  to  bookkeeper, 
then  comptroller  and  purchasing  agent,  having  charge  of  purchases  and 
traffic.  Later,  he  became  assistant  treasurer,  then  treasurer,  and  in  1922 
he  became  vice  president  and  a  director  in  charge  of  sales,  which  is  his 
present  office.  Mr.  Pearson  is  a  director  of  the  Monetary  Service  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo;  secretary  of  the  Sumet  Corporation  of  Buffalo;  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buflovak  Company  of  Canada,  Limited,  and  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Forestoga  Realty  Corporation. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Chemists  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Dairy 
Country  Club  of  Chicago,  and  the  Engineering  Society  of  Buffalo.  He  is 
a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Highland  Lodge,  No.  835 ; 
Summit  Chapter,  No.  307 ;  Buffalo  Council,  No.  17 ;  Tancred  Command- 
ery,  No.  80;  the  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  Zuleika  Grotto.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Central  Park  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  Golf  and  bowling  are 
his  recreations. 

At  New  York  city,  August  15,  1908,  Charles  W.  Pearson  was  married 
to  Florence  Stickland,  who  was  born  in  London,  England,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Durant)  Stickland,  both  of  whom  were 
also  born  in  England.  The  father  is  a  retired  accountant  and  resides 
with  his  daughter  in  Eggertsville,  New  York;  his  wife  is  deceased.  Mrs. 
Pearson  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson,  namely:  Doris 
Elizabeth,  whose  natal  day  was  November  10,  1910,  and  who  is  now 
attending  school  at  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland;  and  Charles  W.,  Jr.,  born 
August  2,  1915,  now  a  student  in  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo.  The 
Pearson  family  residence  is  located  at  111  Brantwood  road,  in  Eggerts¬ 
ville,  New  York. 


KENNETH  MACDONALD 

The  citizenship  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  was  proud  to 
include  in  its  number  the  late  Kenneth  Macdonald,  whose  death  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1930,  closed  one  of  the  outstanding  and  notable  careers  in  the 
history  of  the  community.  As  a  financier  of  high  integrity,  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  as  a  progressive  builder,  as  a  clubman,  and  as  an  execu¬ 
tive,  he  was  without  superior.  His  influence  in  financial  and  industrial 
affairs  was  predominant.  He  was  a  financial  authority  and  his  judgment 
and  astute  counsel  were  widely  sought,  even  by  those  high  among  his 
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professional  contemporaries.  He  was  universally  admired  by  men  who 
had  felt  the  touch  of  his  mind.  He  had  faith  in  the  mission,  service  and 
purpose  of  the  institutions  and  corporations  with  which  he  was  associated, 
and  he  was  consistently  loyal  to  the  interests  and  responsibilities  entrusted 
to  his  care.  In  the  affairs  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company,  with  which 
institution  he  was  connected  for  over  three  decades,  he  was  a  power, 
as  well  as  a  conscientious  and  energetic  employe,  and  the  history  of 
that  financial  organization  will  ever  make  note  of  his  services.  Mr. 
Macdonald  believed  in  the  destiny  of  Buffalo,  and  manifested  enthusiastic 
willingness  to  cooperate  in  every  movement  designed  for  the  civic  welfare, 
the  promotion  of  trade,  and  the  development  of  her  institutions. 

Kenneth  Macdonald  was  a  native  of  this  city,  his  birth  having  here 
occurred  March  23,  1879.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Lillias  (Mackenzie) 
Macdonald,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Scotland  and  were  there  married. 
John  Macdonald  came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  later  returning  to 
Scotland  for  his  bride,  whom  he  brought  to  Buffalo.  He  was  a  contractor 
and  builder  by  occupation,  and  his  death  occurred  in  June,  1899,  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  May,  1921.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 
Ann,  resides  at  the  family  home  in  Buffalo.  Colin  Macdonald,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Rowe  Paint  and  Varnish  Company  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York,  is  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College  of  Clinton,  New  York,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  Braden,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  in  September,  1913.  They  have 
three  children,  Kenneth,  Jean  and  Bruce.  Colin  Macdonald  is  a  Mason, 
and  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Niagara  Falls.  His  wife  is  a 
graduate  of  Vassar  College,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  Braden,  form¬ 
erly  the  owner  of  the  American  Palace  Laundry  of  Buffalo,  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  banker  of  Niagara  Falls.  The  fourth  in  order  of  birth  is  Lillias  M. 
Macdonald,  who  graduated  from  Oberlin  College,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  1908, 
was  then  supervisor  of  physical  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  was 
director  of  girls’  physical  education  in  the  Masten  high  school  of  Buffalo, 
with  which  she  was  connected  for  eight  years.  In  1922,  she  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  University  of  Buffalo  as  dean  of  women  and  now  holds  that 
position.  For  several  seasons  she  managed  the  summer  camp  for  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Company  at  Lake  George,  where  employees  of  the  company 
spend  their  summer  vacations.  The  fifth  in  order  of  birth  is  Lucy  Mac¬ 
donald  who  studied  music  at  Oberlin  College  and  in  New  York  city  and  is 
now  a  teacher  of  voice,  and  a  soloist  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Buffalo. 

Kenneth  Macdonald,  the  other  member  of  the  family  of  John  and 
Lillias  Macdonald,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo. 
Early  in  life  he  became  associated  with  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  as 
a  messenger  boy,  and  from  that  time  forward  for  thirty-two  years,  he 
gave  unstintedly  of  his  energies  and  ability  in  the  service  of  this  corpora¬ 
tion,  eventually  becoming  senior  loan  officer  and  vice  president.  He  was 
connected,  at  different  times,  with  practically  every  department  of  the 
bank.  His  first  position  in  an  executive  capacity  was  that  of  manager 
of  the  credit  department.  After  serving  as  pay-roll  teller,  he  became 
assistant  cashier  and  in  1923  was  made  a  vice  president. 
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Mr.  Macdonald  took  active  part  in  the  charitable  activities  of  Buffalo, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  leader  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  Boy  Scout  activities.  He  acted  as  a  member  of  the 
finance  committee  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless.  He  was  one  of  the 
sponsors  of  the  Robert  Morris  Associates  Bank  Credit  Association,  and 
assisted  in  its  formation.  This  association  was  composed  of  the  leading 
bank  credit  men  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Macdonald  likewise  aided 
in  founding  the  Buffalo  chapter.  He  was  a  director  of  the  James  Chal¬ 
mers  &  Sons  Company;  a  director  of  the  Terminals  and  Transportation 
Corporation ;  a  director  of  the  Mohn  &  Hunter  Laundry ;  and  a  director  of 
the  Buffalo  Life  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club ;  a 
director  of  the  Park  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club;  past  treasurer 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club;  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Luncheon  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  He 
worshipped  at  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  Masonry  he  had 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree  and  was  a  member  of  Ismailia  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


G.  FRANK  SHERWIN 

G.  Frank  Sherwin,  who  is  president  of  the  Central  Dry  Cleaning  Com¬ 
pany  and  also  of  the  Wyllie  Dry  Cleaning  Corporation,  both  of  Buffalo, 
has  had  many  years  experience  in  laundry  and  dry  cleaning  work,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  operatives  in  this  field  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  Moreover,  he  is  prominent  in  Masonry  and  in  club  circles,  and 
in  every  way  has  observed  the  duties  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He  was 
born  in  London,  England,  October  1,  1875,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Lucy 
(Procter)  Sherwin. 

Daniel  Sherwin,  born  in  London  in  1834,  died  at  Owen  Sound,  Ontario, 
Canada,  in  December,  1884.  He  served  in  the  British  Merchant  Marine 
during  his  entire  life,  became  a  captain  and  transported  troops  for  the 
the  Royal  government  to  the  Abyssinian  war  in  Africa.  He  belonged  to 
the  conservative  party,  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Church  of  England. 
His  wife,  born  in  London  in  1844,  died  at  Owen  Sound,  Canada,  January 
23,  1893. 

G.  Frank  Sherwin  completed  his  public  school  education  at  Owen 
Sound,  Ontario,  and  in  the  Owen  Sound  Business  College,  then  in  1893, 
came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Central 
Star  Laundry,  Incorporated.  He  became  secretary  of  this  company,  and 
later  secretary  and  treasurer.  On  December  4,  1926,  the  company  sold 
out  to  the  Buffalo  General  Laundries,  Incorporated,  and  Mr.  Sherwin 
remained  for  two  years  as  treasurer  of  the  new  organization,  and  is  still 
a  director.  In  1912  he  erected  the  Willsey  Laundry  at  300  Northampton 
street  in  Buffalo,  and  of  this  company  was  president.  The  business  was 
sold  in  1926.  He  is  now  president  of  both  the  Central  Dry  Cleaning  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo  and  the  Wyllie  Dry  Cleaning  Corporation. 

Mr.  Sherwin  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views.  He  attends  the 
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Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past  high  priest;  Buffalo 
Council,  No.  17,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.,  of 
which  he  is  past  commander;  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  Zuleika  Grotto.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ath¬ 
letic  Club,  the  Audubon  Village  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club. 

Mr.  Sherwin  was  married  June  6,  1900,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Blanche 
Willsey,  who  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Emil 
DeWitt  and  Anna  (Mann)  Willsey,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Albany 
county,  New  York.  Her  father  died  in  Buffalo,  where  he  had  been  in 
the  laundry  business  many  years.  His  widow  lives  in  Buffalo  with  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  Sherwin  graduated  from  the  old  Central  high  school 
of  Buffalo  and  received  the  Jesse  Ketchum  medal.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  and  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Friends  Club  and  of  the  Sunshine  Society  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherwin  have  two  children.  Willsey  Soame,  who  was  born  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  August  16,  1902,  graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  and  received 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  economics  from  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1924.  He  is  now  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Central  Dry  Clean¬ 
ing  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  he  married  Mary  Burns  of  this  city.  Francis 
Mann,  born  in  Buffalo,  February  12,  1915,  is  a  student  in  the  Lafayette 
high  school.  The  Sherwin  family  residence  is  at  182  Hampshire  street, 
Buffalo. 


FREDERICK  OLDS  BISSELL 

For  nearly  four  decades  Frederick  Olds  Bissell  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo  and  during  this  period  has  not  only  gained 
a  large  clientele,  but  has  won  an  enviable  place  in  public  esteem.  Born  in 
Aurora,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1868,  he  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
Ashley  and  Cynthia  (Farnsworth)  Bissell.  The  father  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Pennsylvania,  received  a  public  school  education  and  became 
identified  with  the  railroad  car  manufacturing  business  as  a  skilled 
mechanic,  later  serving  as  superintendent  of  various  plants.  He  removed 
to  Aurora,  Illinois,  to  serve  in  a  car  manufacturing  plant,  and  while  there 
met  and  married  Cynthia  Farnsworth.  In  1872  he  became  manager  of  the 
original  Pullman  shop  at  Detroit  and  superintended  the  construction  of 
the  first  Pullman  sleeping  cars.  He  also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  with 
the  Barney  &  Smith  Company,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  later  came  to  Buffalo 
as  superintendent  of  the  Wagner  Sleeping  Car  shops.  Cynthia  Farns¬ 
worth  was  born  in  Sullivan  county,  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  well 
known  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  early  days  and  was  prominent 
and  influential  in  the  religious  life  of  Sullivan  county.  He  and  his  wife 
died  when  their  daughter  was  but  a  child,  and  much  of  her  early  life 
thereafter  was  passed  in  the  home  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Brigham,  of  Aurora, 
Illinois,  where  she  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bissell.  To  their  marriage 
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were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  Franklin  B.,  an  artist 
of  New  York  city;  J.  Clark,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Leonard,  a  well  known  in¬ 
surance  man  of  Buffalo;  Grace,  who  is  connected  with  a  local  hospital  as 
anesthetist;  Mrs.  Harry  Howard,  of  Buffalo;  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Webster, 
and  Frederick  0. 

Frederick  0.  Bissell  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  of  Buffalo,  and  then  entered  Cornell  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1891. 
He  attended  the  law  school  of  his  alma  mater,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1923.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  in  which  city  he 
has  continued  to  the  present  time.  He  has  won  a  large  and  representative 
clientele  and  is  known  as  a  careful  and  painstaking  attorney,  persistent 
and  capable  in  maintaining  the  interests  of  those  whom  he  represents. 

Mr.  Bissell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Smith,  a  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Jane  (Reeves)  Smith,  the  former  having  been  well  and 
favorably  known  in  the  commercial  circles  of  Buffalo  as  the  local  manager 
for  R.  G.  Dun.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bissell  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  J.  Milligan,  of  Yonkers,  New  York;  Thomas 
Ashley,  who  graduated  from  Cornell  University  as  a  mechanical  engineer; 
Frederick  O.,  Jr.,  who  graduated  from  Cornell  University  with  the  degrees 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Laws  and  is  now  teaching  English  in 
that  institution;  and  Jane,  who  is  a  teacher  in  a  private  school  of  Buffalo. 
Since  1903  the  family  has  resided  at  39  Dorchester  road.  Mr.  Bissell  is 
a  member  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
vestryman.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  in  his 
practice  he  has  consistently  upheld  the  highest  ethics  and  the  noblest 
traditions  of  his  profession. 


S.  GRANT  HURST 

As  an  educator  and  as  a  man,  one  of  the  foremost  figures  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier  was  the  late  S.  Grant  Hurst,  the  founder  and  president 
of  Hurst’s  Private  School,  Incorporated  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  which  is 
the  second  oldest  business  school  in  the  city.  Mr.  Hurst  deserves  im¬ 
mortal  honor  for  the  creation  of  this  institution  and  for  the  consumate 
skill  he  exercised  in  developing  its  character.  He  believed  in  the  mission 
of  his  school,  and  the  work  of  conducting  it  was  an  inspiration  to  him. 
His  influence  was  predominant.  There  are  hundreds  of  scholarly  men 
and  women  who  hold  him  in  reverent  memory;  men  and  women  who  had 
felt  the  touch  of  his  mind  and  the  benefit  of  his  instruction  and  counsel. 
Although  financial  success  came  to  him,  material  considerations  were  sub¬ 
ordinate  in  his  thoughts  to  the  ideals  and  the  educational  value  of  his 
school.  To  serve  business  men  and  to  train  young  people  for  business 
pursuits  were  his  purposes  in  life,  and  he  adhered  to  them  with  zeal  and 
conscientious  effort. 


S.  GRANT  HURST 
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S.  Grant  Hurst  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  1864, 
a  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Bucher)  Hurst.  The  father  was  of  Dutch 
descent,  while  the  mother  was  of  Swiss  lineage.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  all  natives  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  namely:  John 
Henry,  a  farmer,  prominent  politician  and  former  tax  collector  residing 
at  Lebanon,  who  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Frank  W.  and  J.  Ira; 
Salinda  Hurst,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Peffley  and  has  one  son,  Irving 
H.;  Clinton  B.  Hurst,  a  farmer  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania;  Morris  Hurst, 
deceased,  who  was  a  soldier  in  both  the  Spanish-American  and  the  World 
wars;  and  S.  Grant  Hurst  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  entered  the  Cumberland 
Valley  State  Teachers  College  at  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  secured  a  school, 
which  he  taught  for  three  terms,  then  began  to  study  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  accounting  and  stenography,  in  which  he  was  vitally  interested. 
He  next  became  principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Richland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  continued  there  for  several  years,  at  the  same  time  taking  special 
courses  in  penmanship,  bookkeeping,  shorthand  and  typewriting  at  various 
institutions,  among  them  Oberlin  College.  In  the  autumn  of  1885,  Mr. 
Hurst  opened  a  private  business  school  at  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania.  Thence 
he  went  to  Palatinate  College,  where  he  took  charge  of  the  normal,  com¬ 
mercial  and  shorthand  departments.  He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Palatinate  College  for  three  years  and  exerted  a  strong  influence  during 
his  incumbency.  After  his  period  of  service  at  the  institution  Mr.  Hurst 
tendered  his  resignation  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  his  law  studies  in 
association  with  General  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  ex-lieutenant  governor  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  During  his  senior  year  as  a  law  student,  he  had  charge  of  the 
academic  department  of  Coleman’s  Institute,  an  evening  school  for  the 
laborers  of  the  Coleman  estate.  While  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  never  prac¬ 
ticed  law,  as  he  was  inspired  with  the  idea  of  teaching  business  subjects  as 
his  life’s  work. 

In  1890  Mr.  Hurst  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  noted  National 
Pen  Art  Hall  and  Business  College  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  was  there  one 
of  the  proprietors  and  an  instructor  until  his  health  failed,  which  necessi¬ 
tated  a  rest  from  work  of  any  kind.  Having  recovered  his  strength,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Hurst  decided  to  locate  permanently  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
early  in  1893  he  moved  here  and  three  years  later,  in  1896,  established 
Hurst’s  Private  School.  The  school  was  located  in  the  Brisbane  building 
until  1922,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  Hurst  building,  which  had  been 
erected  by  Mr.  Hurst  in  that  year  and  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  private  school  buildings  in  the  country.  Mr.  Hurst  labored 
under  difficulties  in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  for  his  health  was  failing, 
but  he  courageously  perfected  plans  whereby  his  school  would  be  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  same  high  plane  as  during  his  lifetime.  These  plans  are  be¬ 
ing  carried  out  under  the  able  management  of  his  widow. 

Mr.  Hurst  was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  membership  in 
the  following  bodies:  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Keystone 
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Chapter,  No.  163,  R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Tem¬ 
ple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.;  and  Zuleika  Grotto,  M.  0.  V.  P.  E.  R.  He  also 
belonged  to  the  Buffalo  Rotary  Club  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising 
Club.  With  his  family  he  attended  the  Parkside  English  Lutheran  Church 
of  Buffalo. 

S.  Grant  Hurst  was  married  October  2,  1907,  to  C.  Henrietta  Haber- 
stro,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  August  29,  1883,  her  parents  being  Philip 
Lambert  and  Caroline  Henrietta  (Weinig)  Haberstro,  also  natives  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Hurst  passed  away  June  14,  1929,  when  sixty-five  years  of 
age,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  daughters,  Janet  Marian  and  Velma  Irene, 
both  of  whom  are  attending  Syracuse  University. 


C.  HENRIETTA  HURST 

C.  Henrietta  Hurst,  president  and  manager  of  the  Hurst’s  Private 
School  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  this  city,  August  29,  1883,  a  daughter  of 
Philip  Lambert  and  Caroline  Henrietta  (Weinig)  Haberstro.  Her  great¬ 
grandfather,  Joseph  Haberstro,  a  gunsmith,  came  to  Buffalo  in  1828  from 
Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  and  established  a  general  store  and  gun  and 
ammunition  shop  at  523  Main  street.  His  son,  Joseph  L.  Haberstro,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  C.  Henrietta  Hurst,  served  as  alderman,  as 
treasurer  of  Buffalo,  and  as  sheriff  of  Erie  county  in  1878,  and  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  as  an  active  member  of  Concordia  Lodge, 
No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M.  Philip  Lambert  Haberstro,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hurst, 
has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  and  is  one  of  the  thirty-six 
surviving  members  of  the  Veterans’  Volunteer  Firemen’s  Association  of 
Buffalo.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  the  fol¬ 
lowing  survive :  B.  Rhoda  is  the  wife  of  Charles  G.  Magwood,  of  Buffalo, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children,  June  and  Sheldon.  Bertha  Frances  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  E.  Naylor  and  a  resident  of  Lakeland,  Florida.  Edwin  K. 
Haberstro,  who  married  Marguerite  Julie  Atger,  a  native  of  France,  re¬ 
sides  in  Buffalo.  He  went  overseas  with  the  infantry  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Division  at  the  time  of  the  World  war  and  while  in  France  met  his  future 
wife,  who  is  now  a  French  teacher  in  the  Elmwood  School  of  Buffalo. 
Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Ellsworth  Milton  Ehni,  of  Flushing,  Long  Island,  and 
is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Marjorie,  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  and  Richard. 
Philip  L.,  Jr.,  who  married  Grace  Daly  of  Buffalo,  has  four  children: 
Philip  L.  (Ill),  William,  Betty  and  Thomas.  Katherine  Erma  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Albin  Holmes  Doe  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  has  one  child, 
Albin  Crosby. 

C.  Henrietta  Hurst,  the  other  surviving  member  of  the  family  of 
Philip  L.  and  Caroline  Henrietta  Haberstro,  acquired  her  education  in 
Buffalo.  She  was  graduated  as  a  Jesse  Ketchum  Medal  pupil  from  public 
school  No.  54  in  1897  and  completed  the  four-year  course  at  the  Masten 
Park  high  school  with  the  class  of  1901.  Mrs.  Hurst  is  essentially  a  Hurst 
product,  for  after  completing  a  general  business  course  at  Hurst’s  Private 
School,  and  after  having  gained  practical  experience  in  business  offices, 
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she  was  trained  as  a  teacher  of  commercial  subjects  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Hurst  himself.  Besides  possessing  a  natural  ability  for  teach¬ 
ing,  Mrs.  Hurst  was  exceptionally  expert  in  both  shorthand  and  touch 
typewriting  and  was  always  ready  to  demonstrate  her  ability  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  her  students.  It  was  on  the  2d  of  October,  1907,  that  she 
became  the  wife  of  S.  Grant  Hurst,  who  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another 
page  of  this  publication.  Continued  association  with  her  husband  in  his 
work  prepared  Mrs.  Hurst  for  the  duties  which  became  hers  as  Mr. 
Hurst’s  health  failed  and  upon  his  death  in  1929,  the  responsibilities  of 
Hurst’s  Private  School  devolved  upon  her,  the  high  standards  and  well 
established  policies  of  the  school  being  continued  by  her  as  president  and 
manager. 


WALTER  F.  SCHMIEDING 

Walter  F.  Schmieding,  who  is  one  of  the  successful  attorneys  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  is  also  conspicuously  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party  and 
is  now  serving  as  commissioner  of  elections  of  Erie  county.  He  has  proved 
his  ability  in  his  profession  and  in  public  service,  and  has  created  a  most 
favorable  reputation  for  himself  since  entering  into  Buffalo  affairs.  A 
native  of  this  city,  his  birth  having  occurred  September  7,  1889,  he  is  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Lena  (Henry)  Schmieding  and  a  grandson  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Mary  (Funke)  Schmieding,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Germany  and  died  in  the  town  of  Alden,  Erie  county,  New  York,  where 
he  had  followed  farming.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 

Frederick  Schmieding  was  born  in  the  town  of  Alden,  Erie  county, 
New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  May  14,  1909,  when  fifty-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  republican  and  had  been  a  member  of  the  city  council  of 
Buffalo  for  many  years.  He  worshipped  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  Lena 
(Henry)  Schmieding,  the  mother  of  Walter  F.,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Alden,  Erie  county,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Christina  (Stutzenberge)  Henry,  who  were  born  in  Germany 
and  died  in  Buffalo.  He  was  a  wholesale  butcher  by  occupation.  At  one 
time,  he  owned  a  farm  which  took  in  all  of  the  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Humboldt  parkway,  extending  from  Humboldt  to  Fillmore  and  from 
Ferry  to  Utica  street,  all  of  which  is  now  built  up.  He  donated  the  land 
for  the  Evangelical  Church  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Humboldt  and  East 
Utica  streets. 

Walter  F.  Schmieding  attended  public  school  No.  9,  in  Buffalo,  and 
graduated  from  Masten  Park  high  school  in  1909.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  Syracuse  University,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1912.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
New  York  state  March  17,  1913,  and  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of 
Botsford  &  Lytle  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  connected  with  the 
American  Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as  assistant  manager  and 
attorney,  from  April  1,  1914,  until  January  1,  1930,  having  his  head¬ 
quarters  at  Buffalo.  On  the  latter  date,  he  became  commissioner  of  elec- 
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tions  for  Erie  county,  with  offices  at  134  Eagle  street.  Mr.  Schmieding 
also  maintains  a  law  office  at  752  Ellicott  Square  building  for  tbe  general 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar 
Association. 

In  republican  circles,  Mr.  Schmieding  has  been  a  leading  figure  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club,  the 
Simon  Seibert  Republican  Club,  the  Fred  Greiner  Republican  Club  and 
the  Walden  District  Republican  Club.  He  is  secretary  of  the  1932  Cen¬ 
tennial  Committee  having  in  charge  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  of  Buffalo  as  a  city.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Erie  Downs  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Marshall  Club 
(past  president),  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club, 
the  Delta  Upsilon  and  Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternities,  also  the  Cario  Sanc¬ 
torum,  and  the  Syracuse  University  Alumni  Association,  Charles  W. 
Cushman  Lodge,  No.  879,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  and  Saturn  Lodge,  No.  929,  I.  0. 
0.  F.  His  church  is  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal.  During  the  World  war 
period,  Mr.  Schmieding  served  as  government  appeal  agent  at  Buffalo, 
and  in  many  other  ways  manifested  his  loyalty  to  his  country’s  cause. 
His  Buffalo  residence  is  at  91  Hazel  place. 


WILLIAM  P.  URBAN 

Representative  of  the  best  citizenship  of  Buffalo,  is  William  P.  Urban, 
vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  George  Urban  Milling  Company.  Not 
only  with  business  affairs  is  he  prominently  identified,  but  also  in  the 
civic  and  club  life  of  the  community  he  is  a  well  known  figure,  and  he 
served  with  distinction  in  the  military  operations  of  the  United  States 
during  the  World  war. 

The  birth  of  William  P.  Urban  occurred  at  Pine  Ridge,  Buffalo,  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1889,  his  parents  being  William  C.  and  Louise  (Burgard)  Urban. 
His  grandparents  were  George  Urban,  Sr.,  and  Marie  (Kern)  Urban,  of 
whom  the  former  was  born  at  Moribunn,  Alsace,  Germany,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  October  13,  1887.  He  was  a  merchant  and  a  miller.  His  wife 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Fatherland,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Their  son,  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Urban,  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  in  which  city  he  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  with  his  brother,  George  Urban,  at  324  Oak  street.  He 
was  a  republican  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Louise  (Bur¬ 
gard)  Urban,  the  mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  where  she  is  now  residing.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Sarah  (Rinck)  Burgard,  the  former  born  at  Wurtemburg,  on  the 
Rhine,  Germany,  while  he  died  at  Buffalo.  His  wife  was  born  and  died 
at  Buffalo. 

William  P.  Urban  graduated  from  public  school  No.  9  in  Buffalo  and 
from  the  Central  high  school  in  1910.  He  then  took  up  his  classical  studies 
at  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  New  York,  and  graduated  from  that  institution 
in  1914.  While  attending  there  he  was  captain  of  the  lacrosse  team  and 
manager  of  the  football  team,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  College  Alumni 
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Athletic  Council.  Mr.  Urban  began  his  business  career  with  the  German 
American  Bank  (now  the  Liberty  Bank),  which  connection  he  retained 
until  1916,  when  his  work  was  interrupted  by  the  call  to  the  colors.  He 
went  to  the  Mexican  border  as  a  member  of  Troop  I,  holding  the  non-com¬ 
missioned  rank  of  corporal.  After  the  United  States  entered  the  World 
war,  he  joined  the  first  officers’  training  school  at  Madison  Barracks,  New 
York,  and  received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  cavalry. 
From  there  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  thence  to  Camp 
Hancock,  at  Augusta,  Georgia.  As  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  Regiment,  Twenty-eighth  Division,  he  went  to  France,  where  he 
remained  about  a  year,  participating  during  this  period  in  four  of  the 
most  sanguinary  offensives  in  which  American  soldiers  fought — the 
Marne,  the  Vesle,  the  Meuse- Argonne  and  Thiacourt,  being  wounded 
three  times  in  these  actions.  While  overseas  he  was  promoted  to  a  first 
lieutenancy  and  subsequently  to  the  captaincy  of  Company  B,  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Tenth  Regiment,  with  which  rank  he  returned  to  the  United 
States  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Camp  Dix.  Later  he  received 
a  commission  as  captain  in  the  New  York  State  Guard,  which  he  held  for 
two  years. 

Returning  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Urban  became  associated  with  the  George 
Urban  Milling  Company  of  Buffalo  and  was  secretary  of  the  organization 
for  a  few  years,  then  became  vice  president  and  treasurer,  which  is  his 
present  official  status  in  this  well  known  organization.  He  is  a  republican 
in  his  political  allegiance,  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his 
attendance  at  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Misquamicut  Golf  Club  at  Watch 
Hill,  Rhode  Island,  the  Burrows  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 
Kappa  Alpha  society.  He  has  a  number  of  interesting  diversions  which 
he  follows,  including  fishing,  hunting,  golf  and  trap  shooting. 

Mr.  Urban  was  married,  September  14,  1920,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Har¬ 
riet  Carleton  Andrews,  a  native  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Kate  (Gresham)  Andrews. 

Mrs.  Urban  is  of  colonial  descent  on  the  paternal  side,  and  one  of  her 
forebears  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  organized  the  Bank  of  England.  William 
H.  Andrews,  her  father,  was  a  native  of  Thomaston,  Maine,  and  died  at 
Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  firm  of 
Pratt  &  Lambert.  His  wife  was  born  in  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Walter  Quinton  Gresham,  American  jurist  and  statesman,  who  was  born 
near  Lanesville,  Harrison  county,  Indiana,  March  17,  1832,  and  died  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  May  28,  1895,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  Arling¬ 
ton  National  cemetery.  The  Gresham  family  were  pioneers  of  Indiana, 
having  migrated  from  Kentucky.  Judge  Walter  Q.  Gresham  was  educated 
at  the  University  of  Indiana  in  Bloomington  and  in  1854  studied  law  in 
Corydon,  Indiana,  while  serving  as  deputy  clerk.  In  1860  he  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature  and  in  1861  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  then  colonel  of  the 
Fifty-third  Indiana  Volunteers  and  was  later  promoted  to  brigadier-gen- 
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eral,  while  serving  under  General  Grant  before  Vicksburg.  He  joined 
Sherman’s  forces  in  the  offensive  against  Atlanta,  where  he  commanded 
the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Severely  wounded 
at  Liggett’s  Hill  in  January,  1864,  and  disabled  for  further  service,  he  was 
discharged  as  a  major-general  of  volunteers  and  then  began  the  practice 
of  law  at  New  Albany,  Indiana.  He  was  defeated  for  congress  in  1866, 
after  which  he  spent  two  years  in  New  York  city  as  financial  agent  for 
the  state.  In  1869  President  Grant  appointed  him  judge  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  Indiana.  He  had  previously  declined  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  collector  of  customs  at  New  Orleans  and  as  district  attorney. 
In  1882  he  was  appointed  to  the  cabinet  of  President  Arthur  as  postmaster 
general  and  later  became  secretary  of  the  treasury,  while  subsequently  he 
was  appointed  United  States  circuit  judge  for  the  seventh  judicial  district. 
In  1884  and  in  1888,  his  name  was  put  forward  for  the  republican  presi¬ 
dential  nomination,  but  he  declined  the  honor,  and  in  July,  1892,  he  an¬ 
nounced  his  support  of  Grover  Cleveland.  He  was  subsequently  appointed 
by  President  Cleveland  as  secretary  of  state,  which  position  he  held  from 
March  7,  1893,  until  his  death  on  May  28,  1895. 

Mrs.  Urban,  granddaughter  of  Judge  Gresham,  was  educated  in  priv¬ 
ate  schools  of  Chicago,  New  York  and  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Urban 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  as  follows :  Harriet  Louise,  born  August 
19,  1921 ;  Susan  Carleton,  born  September  20,  1923;  and  William  Andrews, 
born  November  23,  1925. 

Mr.  Urban’s  summer  home,  “Baycroft,”  is  at  Watch  Hill,  Rhode  Island, 
where  the  family  go  every  year  soon  after  closing  of  school,  remaining 
until  September. 


ROBERT  M.  CODD 

Robert  M.  Codd,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  highly  esteemed  members 
of  the  Buffalo  bar,  has  for  many  years  actively  engaged  in  practice,  gain¬ 
ing  a  high  reputation  for  his  learning,  skill  and  success,  in  a  long  and 
honorable  career.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1850,  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Abigail  Jane  (Young)  Codd.  The  father  came  from  Meath 
county,  Ireland,  in  1821,  and  settled  in  Utica,  New  York,  later  removing 
to  Buffalo.  He  was  a  son  of  Mathew  Codd,  who  through  a  capricious 
circumstance  preceded  him  to  this  country.  The  family  had  boarded  a 
vessel  which  was  to  sail  for  America  at  five  o’clock.  The  son  Robert 
remained  ashore  to  take  dinner  with  a  friend.  In  the  meantime  a  fine 
wind  came  up  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  anxious  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  weighed  anchor  and  sailed.  Robert  Codd  remained  in  Ireland  for  a 
short  time  and  then,  borrowing  money  from  Maria  Edgeworth,  the  famous 
novelist,  and  also  receiving  from  her  a  letter  of  introduction  to  her 
Liverpool  publishers,  left  for  the  latter  city.  The  publishers  in  turn  gave 
him  a  letter  to  the  London  Times.  He  gained  employment  with  that 
paper  as  a  shorthand  writer,  and  remained  .there  for  two  years.  He  then 
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came  to  the  United  States,  remaining  here  six  months  and  then  returned 
to  the  London  Times.  He  went  to  Paris  for  that  paper  and  there  read  of 
a  great  fire  which  had  destroyed  his  father’s  distillery  at  Utica,  New 
York.  He  immediately  returned  to  this  country,  and  subsequently  served 
as  a  reporter  of  congressional  affairs,  during  which  time  he  reported 
speeches  of  Clay  and  Webster. 

After  locating  in  Buffalo  Mr.  Codd  started  a  private  bank,  dealing 
in  uncurrent  money,  as  the  specie  of  that  day  was  called.  At  about  the 
same  time  his  father  and  three  daughters  removed  to  Toronto,  Canada, 
where  they  established  and  conducted  a  branch  bank.  These  various 
operations  were  cut  short  by  the  financial  crash  of  1854.  However  his 
early  efforts  in  finance  led  to  the  creation  of  the  Exchange  Bank,  one 
of  Buffalo’s  first  banks.  His  father,  Mathew  Codd,  had  owned  and 
operated  a  distillery  in  Ireland,  and  also  dealt  extensively  in  grain  and 
coal.  He  owned  many  vessels,  which  he  loaded  with  coal  in  England, 
returning  with  a  grain  cargo.  His  marriage  was  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Stiles,  who  was  a  native  of  England.  Mr.  Codd  served  as  sheriff  of  Meath 
and  was  presented  with  a  dress  sword  as  a  tribute  of  appreciation  for 
maintaining  peace  between  the  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  that  part 
of  Ireland.  Robert  M.  Codd,  his  grandson,  now  has  that  sword  in  his 
possession.  The  children  born  to  Mathew  and  Elizabeth  Codd  were 
Mathew,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Maria  and  Robert.  Abigail  Jane 
Young  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Wesley  and  Susan  (Shew)  Young,  he 
of  England  and  she  of  Holland  Dutch  descent.  They  settled  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  in  the  ’30s.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  Philo  P., 
Joseph  Wesley,  Susan  Anna,  Abigail  Jane  and  Julia  A. 

Robert  M.  Codd  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Buffalo  and  private  schools  in  Fort  Erie.  He  entered  the  law  office 
of  General  Samuel  M.  Westch  and  in  1883  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  on  his  own  account.  Prior  to  taking  up 
the  study  of  law  he  had  eighteen  years  of  experience  in  banking,  in 
Whites  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Buffalo,  which  proved  of  great  value  to  him 
in  his  practice.  He  had  a  splendid  record  at  the  bar  over  a  long  period 
of  years,  commanding  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  and  being  retained  as 
counsel  in  some  of  the  most  important  cases  tried  in  the  courts  of  this 
section  of  the  state. 

Robert  M.  Codd,  Jr.,  a  nephew  of  Robert  M.  Codd,  previously  referred 
to,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1875,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  this  city  and  at  Cornell  University,  from 
which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1897. 
He  then  entered  the  law  school  of  Buffalo  University,  from  which  he 
received  the  B.  L.  degree  in  1900,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  practice  in  this  city,  his  offices  being  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building, 
with  his  uncle  Robert  M.  Mr.  Codd  perhaps  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
Indian  tribes  of  this  vicinity  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  white 
man.  In  1925  he  was  selected  as  attorney  by  the  Six  Nations  tribes  to 
represent  them  on  the  border  controversy.  They  contended  that,  under 
the  terms  of  an  early  treaty,  the  members  of  the  tribes  could  pass  over 
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the  border  into  Canada  and  back  again  without  the  necessity  of  submitting 
to  any  immigration  restrictions  or  regulations.  Mr.  Codd  fought  for 
this  successfully  in  the  highest  courts,  and  the  United  States  immigration 
act  was  amended  to  exempt  the  Indians  from  observing  it.  Mr.  Codd  has 
also  appeared  with  the  Indians  before  congressional  committees.  He 
was  adopted  into  the  Cayuga  tribe  and  given  the  name  La-Ri-Wee-Sack, 
meaning  “message  bearer,”  and  the  Mohawks  also  adopted  him  under  the 
name  Da-Hon-Wah-Seck,  meaning  “the  boat  that  carried  them  across.” 


GUSTAVE  H.  POPPENBERG 

From  an  unpretentious  beginning,  Gustave  H.  Poppenberg  has  ad¬ 
vanced  step  by  step  to  his  present  position  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
merchants  and  substantial  property  owners  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Through 
the  years  he  has  added  to  his  business,  built  up  his  patronage,  and 
enhanced  his  popularity  by  catering  fairly  to  the  demands  of  the  buying 
public  and  recognizing  the  rights  of  others.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
firm  of  G.  H.  Poppenberg,  Incorporated,  and  also  of  the  Carlton  Court 
Corporation,  both  of  which  are  situated  in  his  own  seven-story  building 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Carlton  streets. 

Gustave  H.  Poppenberg  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  11, 
1867,  his  parents  being  Gustave  H.,  Sr.,  and  Charlotte  (Hilderbrand) 
Poppenberg.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany,  February  8,  1818,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  February  6,  1881.  He  was  a  musician  and  for  over  six¬ 
teen  years  was  musical  director  in  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Music,  which 
was  the  leading  theater  in  the  city  at  that  time  and  under  the  management 
of  Meech  Brothers.  During  the  Civil  war,  he  was  leader  of  the  band  from 
Buffalo,  and  was  an  officer  in  the  Seventeenth  Regiment.  He  was  a  repub¬ 
lican,  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Alsace-Lorraine,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1902. 

Gustave  H.  Poppenberg  attended  the  old  public  school  No.  13,  and 
then  took  an  evening  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College, 
being  employed  during  the  day  by  John  M.  Schuler,  piano  manufacturer 
at  916  Main  street.  He  then  followed  the  trade,  tuned  pianos,  and  later 
bought  and  sold  pianos  as  an  agent,  until  1898,  when  he  opened  a  store 
at  1407  Main  street,  where  he  sold  pianos,  and  did  repairing  and  tuning 
work.  In  1902  he  moved  to  636  Main  street,  and  there  added  a  line  of 
bicycles,  to  meet  the  popular  demand.  In  1907  he  moved  to  672  Main 
street,  where  he  added  victrolas  and  automobiles  to  his  stock.  Business 
prospered  and  grew  rapidly,  and  in  1914  he  purchased  the  property  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Carlton  streets  in  Buffalo,  extending  through  to 
Washington  street,  with  a  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  foot  frontage  on 
Main  street  and  two  hundred  and  five  feet  on  Carlton  street.  Here  they 
erected  a  modern,  fireproof,  seven-story  building,  with  basement,  and 
added  a  line  of  furniture  to  their  store,  which  occupies  the  first  and  second 
floors  of  the  building.  The  other  floors  of  the  structure  were  converted 
into  ninety-five  strictly  modern  apartments,  equipped  with  kitchenettes, 
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frigidaires,  and  the  most  up-to-date  furniture.  These  attractive  apart¬ 
ments  are  known  as  the  Carlton  Court.  The  Carlton  Court  Corporation 
was  incorporated  in  1914,  and  the  firm  of  G.  H.  Poppenberg,  Incorporated, 
in  1918,  Gustave  H.  Poppenberg  being  president  of  both  organizations. 

Politically  Mr.  Poppenberg  is  a  republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Central 
Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  contributor  to  various  other 
church  organizations  of  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No. 
23,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  the  Orpheus  Singing  Society,  the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Dealers  Association. 
Fishing  is  his  favorite  recreation,  and  he  owns  a  beautiful  summer  resi¬ 
dence  at  Bay  Beach,  New  York,  where  he  has  opportunity  to  indulge  in 
this  diversion.  The  family  residence  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at  200  Depew 
avenue. 

On  June  29,  1904,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Poppenberg  was  married  to  Mildred 
Katherine  Ingalls,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Katherine  (Kimball)  Ingalls.  Her  father  was  born  in  Canada  and  her 
mother  in  Vermont,  and  both  died  in  Buffalo,  where  the  former  was 
employed  for  many  years  in  the  freight  department  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  and  later  was  in  the  insurance  business.  Mrs.  Poppen¬ 
berg  graduated  from  the  old  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and  prior 
to  her  marriage  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poppenberg  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children. 
Hildegarde  Irene,  who  graduated  from  Masten  Park  high  school,  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1925, 
and  is  now  associated  with  John  J.  Brown,  attorney,  in  the  Ellicott 
Square  building  of  Buffalo;  Gustave  H.,  Jr.,  who  graduated  from  the 
Hutchinson  high  school,  and  then  took  a  special  course  in  accounting 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  is  now  associated  with  his  father,  in  charge 
of  the  office ;  Mildred  Katherine,  who  graduated  at  the  Bennett  high 
school,  where  she  was  class  poet,  studied  art  for  two  years  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  E.  Potter,  a 
dental  surgeon  of  Buffalo;  Arnold  Conway,  educated  in  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  Buffalo,  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  business ; 
Eleanor  Margaret,  who  graduated  at  the  Bennett  high  school  in  1929 
and  was  class  poet,  is  now  a  student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo;  and 
Carlton  Bertram,  who  graduated  at  Bennett  high  school  in  1930,  is  also 
a  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo. 


HERBERT  MALCOLM  HILL 

An  outstanding  figure  in  educational  circles  was  the  late  Herbert 
Malcolm  Hill,  who  held  the  chair  of  chemistry  for  over  twenty  years  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  for  thirty-five  years  was  city  chemist  of 
Buffalo,  being  considered  an  eminent  authority  in  his  chosen  profession. 
He  was  a  citizen  of  exemplary  character,  was  very  popular  and  was  highly 
esteemed  wherever  he  was  known. 

Herbert  M.  Hill  was  born  at  Burrs  Mills,  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
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May  19,  1856,  a  son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Hill,  both 
of  whom  were  of  English  descent.  The  father’s  death  occurred  in  July,. 
1927.  Mr.  Hill  completed  his  public  school  course  at  the  high  school 
in  Watertown,  New  York,  then  took  up  advanced  studies  at  Hamilton 
College.  After  his  graduation  in  1879,  he  secured  a  position  with  the 
United  States  mining  and  geological  survey  in  the  west,  and  later  became 
professor  of  physics  and  chemistry  at  the  Cortland  Normal  School.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  principal  of  the  Watertown  high  school,  and  in  1889 
accepted  the  position  of  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  filling  that  position  until  1910.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  been 
appointed  city  chemist  of  Buffalo,  and  he  found  his  duties  in  this  position 
so  manifold  that  he  decided  to  devote  all  of  his  time  to  the  city  work, 
consequently  resigned  his  chair  at  the  university.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  American  Chemical  Association,  and- the  Buffalo  Greater  Advertising 
Club.  His  political  support  was  given  the  republican  party  and  his  church 
connection  was  with  the  Methodist. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  in  1880  to  Amanda  Isdell,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Zelica  (Card)  Isdell,  both  of  whom  were  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Hill  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  In¬ 
vestigating  Club  and  the  City  Mothers  Club,  and  is  interested  and  active 
in  all  civic  affairs.  Her  Buffalo  residence  is  at  605  Forest  avenue,  and 
her  summer  home  is  at  Point  Albino,  in  the  province  of  Ontario.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Harold  W.,  of 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey;  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Walter  C.  Mullett,  men¬ 
tioned  upon  another  page ;  Cornelia  M.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Wagner,  of 
Buffalo;  and  Herbert  M.,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo. 


MARTIN  KAISER 

As  the  executive  head  of  the  Kaiser-Barnett  Coal  &  Coke  Corpora¬ 
tion,  Martin  Kaiser  exerts  a  strongly  felt  influence  in  trade  circles  of 
Buffalo  and  ably  carries  forward  a  commercial  enterprise  which  for  more 
than  a  half  century  has  been  successfully  conducted  by  members  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1866,  a  son  of 
Carl  Kaiser,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany.  In  that  country  the  father 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  and  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  he 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his  fortunes.  Locating 
in  Buffalo,  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1879,  when  he  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  coal  business.  He  was  one  of  the  early  dealers  here  and  ob¬ 
tained  his  supplies  of  anthracite  from  the  Susquehanna  collieries,  while 
his  soft  coal  was  secured  in  Reynoldsville,  Pennsylvania.  An  enterprising, 
reliable  merchant,  he  gained  a  large  share  of  the  local  coal  trade  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  until  1890,  when  it  was  taken  over  by  his  sons,  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Charles  A.  Kaiser,  who  operated  the  enterprise  on  a  partnership 
basis  until  1926.  In  that  year  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
style  of  the  Kaiser-Barnett  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  with  Martin  Kaiser  as 
president,  Charles  A.  Kaiser  as  vice  president  and  James  R.  Barnett  as 
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secretary-treasurer.  They  cater  to  the  wholesale  trade  and  they  main¬ 
tain  their  offices  in  the  Marine  Trust  building.  On  the  completion  of  his 
public  school  education  Martin  Kaiser  entered  the  business  founded  by  his 
father,  closely  applying  himself  to  the  tasks  assigned  him  and  rapidly 
assimilating  the  details  of  the  industry  which  has  constituted  his  life 
work.  Alert  and  enterprising,  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  latest  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  coal  trade  and  has  instituted  well  devised  plans  for  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  business,  which  ranks  with  the  oldest  and  largest  cor¬ 
porations  of  the  kind  in  the  city. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1890,  Martin  Kaiser  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Eliza  Lawson,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Lydia  Lawson,  now  de¬ 
ceased.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are:  Martin  F.,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  coal  business,  being  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Kaiser-Barnett  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  who  was  married  in  Buffalo 
to  Miss  Edna  Ebbs,  and  has  a  son,  Robert  Allan,  born  February  15,  1930 ; 
and  Ethel,  now  the  wife  of  Nelson  W.  Chapman.  Mr.  Kaiser  resides  at 
416  Woodbridge  avenue.  . 

Mr.  Kaiser  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Masonic  order, 
his  affiliations  being  with  Transportation  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Con¬ 
sistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Marine  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  is  an  associate 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  keenly  interested 
in  every  project  that  has  to  do  with  the  development  and  welfare  of  his 
city  and  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  progressive  and  capable 
business  men. 


FLOYD  OSBERNE  DUTCHER 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father,  Floyd  Osberne 
Dutcher  is  now  district  freight  representative  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  has  capably  filled  since 
the  office  was  established  in  this  city,  June  1,  1924.  He  has  entered  with 
enthusiastic  interest  into  various  affairs  of  Buffalo,  and  has  won  a  well 
merited  reputation  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  during  the  compara¬ 
tively  few  years  of  his  residence  here.  Mr.  Dutcher  was  born  in  Malta, 
Morgan  county,  Ohio,  May  30,  1895,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  0.  and  Susan 
Jane  (McGrath)  Dutcher.  His  father,  born  in  Malta  in  1872,  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  there.  He  was  associated  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
for  thirty-one  years,  having  started  as  an  operator  and  advancing,  as 
freight  agent,  through  various  agencies  until  his  retirement,  when  he  was 
located  at  Barnesville,  Ohio.  His  wife  was  born  in  Athens,  Ohio.  In 
addition  to  Floyd  O.,  of  this  review,  the  other  children  of  their  family, 
now  living,  are:  William  T.,  of  Wyandotte,  Michigan,  who  is  married 
and  has  two  children;  Gerold  0.,  who  lives  at  National  City,  California; 
and  Violet  L.,  now  attending  high  school  at  Buffalo,  living  with  her 
brother,  Floyd  O. 

In  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Ohio,  Floyd  O.  Dutcher  was  educated 
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and  on  September  10,  1913,  began  work  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  as  freight  agent  at  Relief,  Ohio.  He  was  later  transferred  to 
Moundsville,  West  Virginia,  as  cashier,  then  to  the  freight  traffic  depart¬ 
ment  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  held  several  positions  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  after  which  he  was  appointed  traveling  freight  agent  out  of 
Pittsburgh,  covering  western  New  York  and  eastern  Ontario,  Canada.  Two 
years  later,  he  suggested  and  recommended  the  establishment  of  an  office 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  the  railroad  company,  approving  his  judgment, 
accordingly  opened  this  office  June  1,  1924.  Mr.  Dutcher  was  appointed 
district  freight  representative,  and  has  since  discharged  his  duties  here 
with  marked  ability.  He  is  president  of  the  Transportation  Club  of 
Buffalo  and  a  member  of  the  Toronto  Transportation  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Passenger  Association,  the  Central  Railway  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Rochester  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club.  His  church  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 

In  1927,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Dutcher  was  married  to  Florence 
M.  Bachman,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Bach¬ 
man  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  the  latter  now  living  at  Buffalo.  Joseph 
Bachman  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  baker  of  Buffalo.  The  Dutcher 
family  home  in  Buffalo  is  at  161  Tacoma  avenue. 


CLAY  W.  HAMLIN 

Among  the  foremost  representatives  of  business  interests  in  Buffalo 
is  numbered  Clay  W.  Hamlin,  who  is  general  agent  for  The  Mutual  Benefit 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  one  of  the  leading 
producers  of  life  insurance  in  the  United  States.  Like  most  men  who  are 
dominant  factors  in  the  business  world  of  today,  he  early  formed  habits 
of  industry,  perseverance  and  fidelity  to  duty  and  these  traits  have  re¬ 
mained  with  him  throughout  life,  constituting  the  basis  of  his  notable 
accomplishments  in  the  field  of  life  insurance. 

Born  in  Wilson,  New  York,  March  7,  1888,  Mr.  Hamlin  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  F.  and  Mary  (Collins)  Hamlin,  also  natives  of  that  town,  in  which 
they  still  make  their  home.  The  family  was  represented  in  the  struggle 
for  American  independence  by  the  great-great-grandfather,  Enos  Hamlin, 
who  was  the  only  Revolutionary  soldier  buried  in  the  town  of  Wilson, 
and  there  his  descendants  have  lived  for  generations.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  F.  Hamilton,  all  are  deceased  except  two, 
Clay  W.  and  Irwin  C.  The  latter,  a  salesman  for  The  Mutual  Benefit 
Life  Insurance  Company,  resides  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  has  a  wife 
and  one  child,  Shirley. 

Reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  Clay  W.  Hamlin  attended  a  rural  school 
of  that  locality  and  the  high  school  at  Wilson.  After  completing  a  course 
in  a  local  business  college  he  became  a  bookkeeper  and  accountant  and 
was  thus  employed  until  1913,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  The  Mutual 
Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company.  At  first  he  had  a  hard  struggle  to 
secure  business  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  resumed  the  work  of  an 
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accountant,  owing  to  his  imperative  need  of  a  salaried  position.  However, 
he  returned  to  the  insurance  field  a  few  months  later  and  since  then  his 
has  been  a  record  of  constantly  increasing  business  achievement.  During 
the  years  of  his  connection  with  the  Buffalo  agency  of  The  Mutual  Benefit 
Life  Insurance  Company  he  was  remarkably  successful  as  a  personal  pro¬ 
ducer,  establishing  for  himself  a  national  reputation  as  a  life  insurance 
salesman  and  adviser.  During  1925  he  wrote  more  than  eleven  million 
dollars  worth  of  business,  establishing  the  world’s  record  for  insurance 
sales.  In  that  year  the  following  article  appeared  in  The  Insurance  Field, 
one  of  the  leading  insurance  journals  of  the  country.  “Of  course,  Clay  W. 
Hamlin,  of  Buffalo,  is  an  exceptional  man.  For  the  first  nine  months  of 
this  year  he  has  personally  produced  nearly  nine  million  dollars  of  life 
insurance,  and  any  man  who  can  secure  business  at  this  rate  is  bound 
to  be  unusual.  Mr.  Hamlin  is  unusual  in  his  methods  of  solicitation  and 
unusual  in  the  way  in  which  he  arranges  his  quota  of  accomplishment. 
He  frankly  admits  that  some  other  method  might  be  employed  with  good 
effect  by  other  underwriters,  but  he  has  found  his  own  plan  of  procedure 
successful  and,  naturally,  he  sticks  to  it.” 

The  Buffalo  Sunday  Times  in  its  issue  of  January  17,  1926,  said  of 
him :  “In  his  work  Mr.  Hamlin  sells  insurance  to  prominent  executives 
in  business  and  industry  or  he  would  never  be  able  in  a  single  year  to 
roll  up  such  a  volume  of  business  as  eleven  million  dollars.  He  wrote,  for 
instance,  four  million  dollars  on  the  life  of  one  man  last  year.  But  it  is 
just  as  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  the  policies  secured  by  Mr.  Hamlin 
last  year  were  as  low  as  two  thousand  and  three  thousand  dollars.” 

With  these  achievements  to  his  credit,  Mr.  Hamlin  was  unusually 
well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  general  agent  at  Buffalo,  which  he  assumed 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1929,  and  the  results  already  obtained  have  amply 
justified  the  wisdom  of  his  appointment.  His  district  then  comprised 
the  counties  of  Allegany,  Broome,  Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua,  Chemung, 
Erie,  Genesee,  Livingston,  Monroe,  Niagara,  Ontario,  Orleans,  Schuyler, 
Seneca,  Steuben,  Tioga,  Wayne,  Wyoming  and  Yates  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  since  the  1st  of  January,  1930,  it  has  also  included  Erie,  McKean 
and  Warren  counties  in  Pennsylvania.  A  master  of  the  art  of  salesman¬ 
ship  and  a  forceful  and  resourceful  executive,  he  wisely  directs  the  labors 
of  the  men  under  his  supervision  and  is  rapidly  increasing  the  volume 
of  business  in  his  territory. 

In  1907  Mr.  Hamlin  married  Miss  Alice  Bell,  a  native  of  New  Lowell, 
Ontario,  and  a  daughter  of  Angus  and  Mary  (Currie)  Bell.  The  four 
children  of  this  marriage  are:  Ward,  born  July  27,  1908;  Alice,  February 
8,  1910;  Mary,  December  25,  1912;  and  Clay,  Jr.,  February  19,  1915.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo  and 
Mr.  Hamlin  is  one  of  its  trustees,  also  serving  on  its  board  of  sessions. 
His  Masonic  affiliations  are  with  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.; 
Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club  of 
Buffalo  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  To  all  movements  for  the  good 
of  the  city  he  is  quick  to  respond  and  in  community  affairs  as  well  as 
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in  business  he  manifests  a  progressive  spirit.  In  spite  of  the  pinnacle 
Mr.  Hamlin  has  reached  in  life  insurance  circle,  he  is  still  young,  with 
many  years  of  usefulness  before  him,  and  is  admired  not  only  for  his 
extraordinary  accomplishments  but  also  for  the  courtesy,  consideration 
and  honesty  which  have  ever  characterized  his  contacts  with  his  fellow- 
men. 


WALTER  CHILION  MULLETT 

One  of  the  most  successful  men  of  affairs  of  Buffalo  was  the  late 
Walter  Chilion  Mullett,  whose  death  occurred  on  February  1,  1923.  He 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hewitt  Rubber  Company,  the  Magnus 
Metal  Company,  the  Reading  Carwheel  Company  and  the  Metric  Packing 
Company,  and  in  every  official  capacity  in  which  he  engaged  he  mani¬ 
fested  notable  ability  and  efficiency.  He  was  also  popular  in  civic  and 
social  circles  of  his  native  city,  and  took  a  whole-hearted  interest  in  vital 
phases  of  the  community  life. 

Mr.  Mullett  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  5,  1872,  and  was  a  son  of 
Walter  P.  and  Louise  (Parker)  Mullett,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  born 
in  New  York  state,  the  mother  a  daughter  of  Judge  Parker  of  Fredonia. 

Walter  C.  Mullett  completed  his  education  in  public  school  No.  50, 
after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Street  Railway  Com¬ 
pany,  and  still  later  the  Northern  Steamship  Company.  About  the  year 
1897  he  became  associated  with  H.  H.'  Hewitt,  and  subsequently  was 
made  his  private  secretary.  He  advanced  rapidly,  became  part  owner  in 
several  business  enterprises,  and  also  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  organizations  listed  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  He  was  a  member 
of  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  also  belonged  to  the 
Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  having  formerly  been  an  officer 
of  the  latter.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  old  Ellicott  Club.  He  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard, 
in  which  he  was  quartermaster  sergeant  for  a  short  period.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  was  with  the  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  took 
an  active  part  in  church  work. 

Walter  C.  Mullett  was  married  September  16,  1908,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hill,  a  daughter  of  Herbert  M.  and  Amanda  (Isdell)  Hill,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullett  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons,  Walter  Hill,  Robert  Perry,  and  John  Herbert 
Mullett.  Walter  Hill  Mullett,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1909,  graduated  at  public 
school  No.  17  and  the  Lafayette  high  school.  He  entered  Wharton  School 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  when  seventeen  years  old,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  there  in  1930.  During  his  high  school  days,  he  was  upon  the 
staff  of  his  school  paper  and  a  member  of  the  tennis  team,  and  during 
his  collegiate  career  he  was  active  in  the  Mask  and  Wig  Club,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity.  Robert  Perry  Mullett,  the  second 
son,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1912,  is  a  graduate  of  public  school  No.  17, 
and  is  now  a  student  at  the  Lafayette  high  school,  where  he  is  a  member 
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of  the  football  and  hockey  teams.  John  Herbert  Mullett,  born  in  Buffalo, 
in  1916,  graduated  from  public  school  No.  17,  and  is  a  student  now  at  the 
Lafayette  high  school,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  hockey  squad.  Mrs. 
Mullett  and  her  sons  reside  at  the  family  residence,  163  Oxford  street, 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

Mrs.  Mullett,  who  is  now  associated  in  a  business  way  with  the  Dairy¬ 
men’s  League,  is  one  of  the  most  capable  and  resourceful  women  of  the 
city.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Practice,  the  Masten  Park  high 
school,  and  attended  Vassar  College  prior  to  her  marriage.  Following 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Mullett  realized  the  necessity  of  a  college 
degree  in  the  work  which  she  wished  to  do  and  consequently  enrolled  in 
the  Buffalo  State  Teachers  College,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1929, 
her  training  in  home  economics  having  been  valuable  preparation  for  the 
work  which  she  is  now  doing.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  Phi  Upsilon  Omicron  sorority. 


ADRIAN  BLOCK 

Adrian  Block,  the  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Block  &  Weppner, 
has  gained  a  well  merited  reputation  for  legal  learning  and  ability  and 
commands  a  large  and  remunerative  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  county. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  the  16th  of  July,  1892,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Boasberg)  Block.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
was  an  early  resident  of  Buffalo,  where  he  became  prominent  as  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  banker,  in  both  of  which  lines  of  activity  he  was  successful. 
He  was  the  founder  and  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Buffalo,  which 
later  became  the  Citizens  Trust  Company  and  was  chairman  of  its  board 
until  it  was  merged  with  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was 
a  director.  His  death  occurred  August  15,  1927.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Buffalo  and  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Rachel  (Van  Baalen)  Boas¬ 
berg,  the  former  an  early  settler  of  Buffalo,  having  come  to  this  place  in 
the  ’30s.  A  member  of  the  Van  Baalen  family  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  To  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Boasberg)  Block  were  born  five 
children:  Henry  J.  is  deceased,  Arthur  J.,  who  is  president  of  the  T.  C. 
Tanke  Company,  jewelers,  of  Buffalo,  is  married  and  has  two  children, 
Henrietta  and  Joseph,  the  former  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College;  Edgar 
N.,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  T.  C.  Tanke  Company,  served  as  captain  of 
Company  K,  Three  Hundred  and  Ninth  Infantry,  during  the  World  war, 
and  was  wounded  three  times  in  action  in  France ;  Camille  is  the  widow 
of  Henry  J.  Brock  and  has  four  children,  Mrs.  Edgar  C.  Beck,  whose 
husband  is  a  physician;  Hannah,  is  the  wife  of  Stanley  G.  Falk,  an 
attorney  of  Buffalo;  Henry  J.  and  Joseph,  both  of  whom  are  Harvard 
students. 

Adrian  Block,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  attended  public  school 
No.  16  and  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school.  He  pursued  his 
higher  education  at  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1914,  and  in  1917  he  received  the  degree 
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of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  Cum  Laude,  from  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  also 
served  as  editor  of  the  Harvard  Law  Review.  In  July,  1917,  soon  after 
leaving  college,  Mr.  Block  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World  war,  and  was 
sent  for  training  to  the  Georgia  Institute  of  Technology,  where  he  received 
a  commission  as  second  lieutenant,  U.  S.  Air  Service.  He  was  assigned 
to  Kelly  field,  Texas,  and  later  served  at  Langley  field,  Virginia,  and 
Wilbur  Wright  field,  Dayton,  Ohio,  after  which  he  served  as  instructor 
in  aircraft  gunnery  bombing  at  North  Island,  California.  He  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  from  the  service  in  December,  1919,  and  on  January 
8,  1920,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York.  He  entered  the  law  office 
of  Desbecker,  Fisk  &  Newcomb,  and  afterward  was  a  partner.  Later  he 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Fleischman,  Block  &  Altman.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Block  &  Weppner,  which  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  strong  and  reliable  law  firms  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Block  was  married  to  Miss  Hazel  Shire,  a  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Helena  (Waterman)  Shire,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Helena  and  Adrian,  Jr.  Mr.  Block  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Willowdale  Club,  the  Marshall  Club, 
the  Cornell  Club,  the  Harvard  Club,  the  Harvard  Law  School  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and  is  a  lecturer  in  the 
Buffalo  Law  School.  A  man  of  strong  and  forceful  individuality,  sterling 
integrity  and  straightforward  manner,  he  commands  the  highest  respect 
on  the  part  of  his  fellowmen  and  is  meeting  with  well  merited  success  in 
his  profession. 


THOMAS  HENRY  McELVEIN,  Jr. 

Thomas  H.  McElvein,  Jr.,  who  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  firm 
of  T.  H.  McElvein  &  Son,  engaged  in  the  painting  and  decorating  busi¬ 
ness  in  Buffalo,  has  occupied  this  position  since  1923,  when  the  business 
was  incorporated,  although  he  has  been  associated  with  the  organization 
since  1907.  Mr.  McElvein  is  an  acknowledged  expert  in  his  field,  and 
has  successfully  fulfilled  many  important  assignments  in  Buffalo  and 
vicinity.  He  conducts  his  business  along  the  most  modern  lines,  and 
follows  carefully  the  prevailing  modes  in  decorative  art.  He  has  also 
been  prominent  in  political  affairs,  and  has  served  his  county  both  as 
supervisor  and  purchasing  agent  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself  and 
the  republican  party.  He  has  been  honored  with  other  positions  of  public 
trust,  and  in  each  he  has  repeatedly  been  chosen  by  the  people  to  perform 
the  duties  he  had  so  well  administered. 

Thomas  H.  McElvein,  Jr.  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  12,  1882,  a  son 
of  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Simpson)  McElvein.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  York  city,  December  13,  1854,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  10, 
1926.  Early  in  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  painting  and  decorating,  which 
business  he  made  his  life  work,  having  been  actively  engaged  from  1888 
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until  the  time  of  his  demise.  The  McElveins  are  of  Scotch  descent,  the 
ancestral  line  being  traced  back  in  the  parent  land  through  many  genera¬ 
tions.  Elizabeth  (Simpson)  McElvein  was  born  in  Boston,  England, 
August  19,  1862,  and  survives  her  husband.  Three  children  were  born  to 
Thomas  H.  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  McElvein:  Rev.  George  F.,  of  Cohoes,  New 
York,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Colgate  University,  married  Bessie  Robinson 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children,  Clark  Clement  and  Richard  J. 
John  Walter,  who  is  identified  with  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  of 
Buffalo,  married  Blossom  Penny,  and  they  have  four  children,  Elizabeth, 
Dorris,  John  Walter,  and  Robert. 

Thomas  H.  McElvein,  Jr.,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  after  which  he  was  associated  with 
various  local  business  concerns  until  1907,  when  he  joined  with  his  father 
in  the  painting  and  decorating  business.  He  resigned  a  position  of  seven 
years’  standing  with  the  Kurtzman  Piano  Company  to  make  this  change. 
The  business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of  T.  H.  McElvein  &  Son,  and 
in  1923  was  incorporated,  with  the  son  as  president  and  treasurer,  in 
which  positions  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  Many  of  the  finest  buildings 
in  Buffalo  and  Erie  county  have  been  decorated  by  this  company,  among 
them  being  the  buildings  of  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  the  Elks  Temple,  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  and  the  Church  of  the  Mes¬ 
siah.  Many  of  the  foremost  residences  are  also  enriched  by  the  decora¬ 
tive  art  of  the  McElvein  company. 

In  1911  Mr.  McElvein  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  super¬ 
visors  of  Erie  county,  having  been  a  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket, 
representing  the  twenty-sixth  ward  of  Buffalo.  He  was  reelected  in  1913 
and  again  in  1915,  was  made  chairman  of  the  board  in  1916,  and  reelected 
chairman  in  1917.  On  April  16th  of  the  latter  year  he  resigned,  both  as 
chairman  and  member  of  the  board,  to  accept  the  position  of  purchasing 
agent  for  Erie  county.  He  was  appointed  to  this  place  by  the  board  of 
supervisors  for  a  term  of  four  years,  to  take  effect  April  16,  1917.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  this  department,  Mr.  McElvein  having  been  the  first 
to  assume  the  position  of  purchasing  agent.  He  was  reappointed  in  1921, 
in  1925,  and  again  in  1929,  each  time  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He  has 
also  been  a  delegate  to  a  number  of  republican  state  conventions,  and  was 
a  candidate  for  city  councilman  in  1919. 

Thomas  H.  McElvein,  Jr.,  is  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason,  both  York 
and  Scottish  Rites.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Summit  Chapter,  No.  307,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Command- 
ery,  No.  30,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory  (treasurer,  1928-29-30)  ;  Ismailia 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  (potentate, 
1930)  ;  and  Zuleika  Grotto  (Monarch,  1928).  Mr.  McElvein  was  made 
a  thirty-third  degree  Mason  and  crowned  at  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey, 
in  1928.  He  is  a  member  of  Omega  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Buffalo;  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  No.  23 
Lodge  at  Buffalo;  Ariel  Lodge  No.  46,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  Buffalo 
Lodge,  No.  8,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  Buffalo  Nest,  No.  1,  Fraternal  Order 
of  Orioles;  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club;  the  Lake  Shore  Country  Club;  the 
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Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  the  Builders’  Exchange.  Mr.  Mc- 
Elvein  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  June  3,  1903,  Mr.  McElvein  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Marie  Skin¬ 
ner,  who  was  born  at  Woodlawn,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Palmer  and 
Marie  Skinner,  the  latter  now  deceased,  while  the  father  is  now  retired 
from  a  successful  farming  career.  Mrs.  McElvein  is  a  prominent  worker 
in  church  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the 
White  Shrine  and  the  Daughters  of  the  Nile,  of  which  she  is  past  high 
priestess  of  Ailaim  Court.  The  family  residence  of  the  McElveins  is  situ¬ 
ated  at  500  Linwood  avenue  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McElvein  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children. 
Thomas  Irving  McElvein,  the  eldest,  born  March  23,  1906,  graduated 
from  Cornell  University,  studied  law  for  two  years,  and  is  now  employed 
by  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo.  Evelyn  Blanche  McElvein,  the 
second  in  the  family,  born  August  7,  1907,  is  a  graduate  of  Arnold  Col¬ 
lege,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  formerly  was  in  charge  of  the  ladies’ 
department  of  physical  culture  of  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  Mildred  Eliza¬ 
beth  McElvein,  born  November  19,  1910,  who  graduated  from  Lafayette 
high  school  at  Buffalo,  and  completed  her  education  at  Lasell  Seminary* 
Auburndale,  Massachusetts,  was  married  June  14,  1930  to  Alfred  A. 
Cooley,  who  is  associated  with  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo. 


RICHARD  WRAY  WERNER 

Conspicuous  among  the  attorneys  of  Buffalo  is  Richard  Wray  Werner, 
a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Werner,  Harter  &  Moran,  with  offices  in  the 
Prudential  building.  Mr.  Werner  has  practiced  here  with  well  merited 
success,  and  has  won  a  large  clientele  through  his  skillful  and  interested 
manner  of  conducting  his  law  business.  He  is,  in  every  way,  a  self-made 
man,  and  is  richly  entitled  to  the  enviable  standing  he  now  holds.  He 
earned  his  way  through  the  university,  without  material  assistance  of 
any  kind,  inspired  alone  by  the  determination  to  become  a  lawyer.  In  his 
legal  career,  since  receiving  his  law  degree,  he  has  exhibited  these  same 
qualities  of  tenacity  and  courage,  and  has  greatly  profited  thereby.  In 
civic,  charitable,  and  religious  affairs,  he  has  likewise  entered  enthusi¬ 
astically,  and  has  been  faithful  to  his  own  high  conception  of  the  duties 
of  a  loyal  citizen. 

Richard  W.  Werner  was  born  at  Sardinia,  New  York,  August  6,  1885, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Annetta  (Rogers)  Werner.  The  father  was  born  at 
Pratham,  New  York,  December  26,  1866,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  is  now  living  retired  at  Holland,  New  York.  He  is  an  independent 
voter,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Christina 
Werner,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Berlin,  Germany,  and  died  at  Sar¬ 
dinia,  New  York.  Gottlieb  Werner  and  his  brother,  William,  were  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  University  on  the  Rhine  when  they  determined  to  come  to 
America.  They  ran  away,  and  settled  in  Erie  county,  New  York.  William 
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became  the  father  of  the  late  Justice  William  E.  Werner,  of  the  New 
York  court  of  appeals,  and  a  noted  jurist.  Annetta  (Rogers)  Werner, 
the  mother  of  Richard  W.,  was  born  at  East  Holland,  New  York,  and 
died  at  Bear  Lake,  Michigan,  in  August,  1908,  while  a  resident  of  Holland, 
New  York.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  and  Lucy  Rogers,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  East  Holland  and  died  at  Holland.  David  Rogers  left 
home  when  a  boy  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  Union  Army,  but  he  was 
rejected  on  account  of  his  health.  He  was  a  farmer  during  his  life. 

Richard  W.  Werner  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  East  Aurora,  New  York,  and  in  1902  he  took  a  course  in  shorthand 
and  bookkeeping  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He  next 
became  a  member  of  the  class  of  1909  at  Cornell  University,  after  which 
he  took  a  postgraduate  course  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1911 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  thus  ending  a  long  fight  to 
acquire  an  education.  Mr.  Werner  was  compelled  to  earn  his  living  while 
studying,  and  also  to  pay  his  school  expenses  through  his  own  earning 
power.  Financial  support  was  tendered  to  him,  but  he  refused  it,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  be  under  obligation  to  no  one.  He  took  shorthand  notes  in 
classes  at  Cornell  and  did  work  for  the  faculty,  acted  as  manager  of  a 
restaurant,  mowed  lawns,  waited  on  table,  took  care  of  furnaces,  sold 
magazines  and  worked  on  the  business  staff  of  the  Cornell  Era,— in  fact 
scorning  no  employment  by  which  he  could  earn  an  honest  dollar.  While 
studying  law  he  met  his  expenses  by  selling  books  and  later  as  a  salesman 
of  investment  securities  for  a  New  York  bond  house,  and  he  also  assisted 
Ralph  Kent,  a  prominent  lawyer,  in  trial  cases.  Born  on  a  farm,  depend¬ 
ent  entirely  upon  his  own  efforts  for  his  intellectual  and  legal  training, 
Mr.  Werner  encountered  and  triumphed  over  difficulties  such  as  are 
experienced  by  few  professional  men,  and  his  rise  to  prominence  at  the 
bar  is  therefore  all  the  more  creditable  and  worthy  of  note.  He  may 
well  claim  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self-made  man  and  is  one  whose 
broad  sympathies  proclaim  him  “A  Friend  of  Man,”  for,  recalling  the 

early  struggles  incident  to  his  own  career,  he  is  ever  ready  to  extend 

a  helping  hand  to  those  who  try  to  aid  themselves. 

Mr.  Werner  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  on  the  9th  of 
June,  1913,  and  to  the  United  States  bar  on  the  26th  of  April,  1915.  At 

the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  state  bar,  he  was  managing  clerk  for 

the  law  firm  of  Coatsworth  &  Diebold.  He  served  his  first  clerkship  with 
Daniel  J.  Kenefick  and  his  law  firm,  having  been  recommended  by  the 
late  Judge  William  E.  Werner.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1915,  Mr.  Werner 
opened  an  office  in  the  Prudential  building  in  Buffalo  and  practiced  alone 
until  June  1,  1925,  when  J.  Francis  Harter  became  his  partner  under  the 
firm  title  of  Werner  &  Harter.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1927,  Edward  E. 
Moran,  Jr.,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  and  the  title  changed  to  Werner, 
Harter  &  Moran,  the  present  form.  Mr.  Werner  is  a  member  of  the 
Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party, 
and  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Marshall  Club  of  Buffalo,  also  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club, 
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and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Board.  While  a  college 
student  he  became  a  member  of  Delta  Chi.  His  principal  diversions  are 
golf,  horseback  riding,  fishing  and  other  forms  of  outdoor  life,  which  he 
and  his  family  greatly  enjoy.  He  owns  a  camp  in  the  Adirondack  moun¬ 
tains,  where  his  family  goes  for  the  summer  and  where  he  spends  his 
vacations. 

Mr.  Werner  was  married  to  Miss  E.  Lu  Becker,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  0.  and  Catherine  (Lowe) 
Becker,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  died  at  Buffalo.  Rev. 
Becker  was  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  Mrs.  Werner,  a  real  mother,  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Mothers’  Club,  and  the  Parent  Teacher  Association.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Werner  have  three  children,  all  born  in  Buffalo,  namely:  Richard 
Kendrick,  born  July  17,  1916;  Betty  Jane,  born  December  1,  1917;  and 
Rodger  Bixby,  born  December  1,  1920.  Their  home  is  on  Delaware  road, 
Kenmore,  where  they  live  for  their  children. 


WALTER  J.  CHELLEW 

Walter  J.  Chellew  is  a  prominent  representative  of  the  automobile 
equipment  business  in  Buffalo  as  vice  president  of  the  Trico  Products 
Corporation,  with  offices  at  817  Washington  street.  He  was  born  in  Glas- 
ford,  Illinois,  November  6,  1876,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Florence  (Ladd) 
Chellew.  The  father,  a  native  of  England,  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  as  a  child  and  in  later  life  became  a  successful  agriculturist.  He 
also  followed  the  teaching  profession  and  for  a  time  was  employed  in  the 
interior  department  of  the  United  States  government.  His  death  occurred 
in  1903.  His  widow,  a  decendant  of  an  old  New  England  family,  was 
born  in  Illinois,  and  still  resides  in  Peoria,  that  state. 

Walter  J.  Chellew  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Illinois  and  next  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  St.  Catharines 
Collegiate  Institute,  a  normal  college  of  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada, 
after  which  he  attended  the  training  school  for  teachers  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  for  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Peoria,  Illinois,  where  he 
worked  in  the  shops  of  the  Culter  &  Proctor  Stove  Company.  It  was  in 
1900  that  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Meter 
Company,  in  the  service  of  which  he  continued  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
and  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  position  of  sales  manager.  In  1925 
he  accepted  the  presidency  of  Folberth,  Incorporated,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
a  subsidiary  of  the  Trico  Products  Corporation,  and  filled  the  office  until 
1927,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  as  vice  president  of  the  Trico  Products 
Corporation,  which  is  his  present  official  connection.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  that  company  since  1920,  having  held  the 
position  for  some  years  before  becoming  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  cor¬ 
poration. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Chellew  has 
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supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  its 
principles  most  conducive  to  good  government.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Transportation  Lodge,  No.  842,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Buffalo;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple, 
A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  Mr.  Chellew  resides  at  Hotel  Statler,  Buffalo. 


MART  BENJAMIN  SHEPARD 

Mart  Benjamin  Shepard,  who  is  engaged  in  the  investment  securities 
business  at  Buffalo  under  the  name  of  M.  B.  Shepard  &  Company,  has 
been  active  in  this  line  for  fourteen  years,  during  which  time  the  scope 
of  the  enterprise  which  he  established  has  been  steadily  increasing,  with 
growing  prestige  and  patronage.  Mr.  Shepard  has  personally  won  a  most 
laudable  reputation  as  a  business  man  of  high  principle  and  sound  judg¬ 
ment.  Born  in  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  January  19,  1882,  Mart  B.  Shepard 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  Benjamin  P.  and  Marie  E.  (Copeland)  Shepard. 
Judge  Shepard,  who  sat  upon  the  bench  of  the  circuit  court,  was  an 
attorney,  and  also  served  as  sheriff.  He  was  a  republican  politically,  and 
was  very  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  died  at  Hills¬ 
dale  in  1884.  His  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  John  D.  Copeland,  a 
building  contractor,  died  in  Hillsdale  in  1900. 

Mart  B.  Shepard  graduated  from  the  Hillsdale  high  school  in  1900, 
then  took  a  course  in  the  Hillsdale  Business  College,  after  which  he 
studied  law  for  a  time  under  his  uncle,  Charles  A.  Shepard,  an  attorney 
of  Hillsdale,  Michigan.  In  1901  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  was  employed 
in  a  clerical  capacity  at  the  Pan-American  Exposition  for  six  months. 
He  then  took  employment  as  stenographer  and  bookkeeper  with  the  late 
Joseph  Stephens,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  in  the  meat  business,  remaining 
with  him  until  September,  1916,  when  he  embarked  in  the  investment 
security  business  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building,  under  the  firm  name 
of  M.  B.  Shepard  &  Company.  He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Globe  Petroleum  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Hamburg  Mort¬ 
gage  Company,  a  director  of  the  Amherst  Estates  Properties  of  Buffalo, 
a  trustee  of  several  syndicates  and  estates,  and  likewise  a  director  of 
several  New  York  city  corporations.  On  September  7,  1905,  at  Buffalo, 
occurred  the  marriage  of  Mart  B.  Shepard  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Mann,  who 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Martin  Mann,  of 
Driftwood,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  a  general  contractor  and  large  land 
owner,  and  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Mrs.  Shepard  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  her  home  town.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church  and  has  engaged  actively  in  political  and  social  work  in  Buffalo. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  have  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  born  in  Buffalo: 
Virginia  Mary,  born  July  5,  1906,  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  public  schools 
and  two  years  a  student  at  the  Buffalo  Seminary;  and  Benjamin  P.,  who 
was  born  December  13,  1911,  and  is  now  finishing  high  school  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Shepard  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Better  Business  Bureau,  Incorporated,  the  Buf- 
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falo  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Civic  Association,  the  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Lincoln  Legion  of  Honor, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters,  and  the  Protective  Home  Circle.  Mr. 
Shepard’s  home  is  situated  on  the  Amherst  Estates  near  Buffalo,  where 
he  follows  one  of  his  favorite  diversions,  that  of  gardening  and  flower 
culture. 


GEORGE  PENNOCK  URBAN 

George  Pennock  Urban,  president  of  the  George  Urban  Milling  Com¬ 
pany,  is  a  prominent  figure  in  the  business,  financial,  civic  and  club  life 
of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  this  city  on  May  29,  1877,  a  son  of  the  late 
George  Urban,  Jr.,  and  Ada  E.  (Winspear)  Urban,  extended  mention  of 
whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

George  P.  Urban  prepared  for  college  at  Westford  Academy,  West- 
ford,  Massachusetts,  and  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1898.  He  entered  the  Sheffield  Scien¬ 
tific  School  of  Yale  University  and  was  graduated  in  1901.  During  the 
two  succeeding  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Standard  Milling  Com¬ 
pany  at  Buffalo,  discontinuing  his  identification  therewith  to  become  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  George  Urban  Milling  Company,  which  in  1903  erected  the 
large  mill  on  Urban  street.  He  has  represented  the  latter  corporation 
throughout  the  intervening  period  of  twenty-eight  years  and  had  served 
in  the  official  capacity  of  vice  president  for  many  years  when  he  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  presidency  at  the  latter’s  death  in  1928.  In  addition  to 
his  extensive  milling  interests  Mr.  Urban  is  connected  with  a  number  of 
important  corporations,  being  a  director  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern 
Power  Company,  a  director  of  the  Ellicott  Square  Company,  a  trustee 
of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  a  director  of  the  Millers  National  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  of  Chicago  and  a  director  of  the  Millers  National  Federa¬ 
tion.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  Buffalo  Corn  Exchange.  He  is  an 
excellent  type  of  the  business  man  developed  in  the  present  age,  readily 
analyzing  a  business  proposition  and  quick  to  detect  its  possibilities. 

Mr.  Urban  married  Mildred  Pierce,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
J.  Pierce,  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Urban  died  in  1914,  leaving  one  son,  George 
Pennock,  Jr.,  who  is  now  a  student  at  Hotchkiss  School,  Lakeville,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Mr.  Urban  was  married,  the  second  time,  to  Florence  Zeller, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Zeller,  of  Buffalo,  and  their  four  chil¬ 
dren  are  Katharine,  Henry  Zeller,  Florence  and  Ada  Marie. 

Politically  Mr.  Urban  is  a  republican,  and  while  neither  seeking  nor 
holding  public  office,  has  figured  prominently  in  political  affairs  and  for 
many  years  has  been  one  of  the  party’s  counselors  and  advisers  in  west¬ 
ern  New  York.  He  was  chosen  as  a  presidential  elector  in  1916,  1920, 
1924  and  1928.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Canoe  Club,  the  Sad¬ 
dle  &  Bridle  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Yale  Association  of  Western  New 
York,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Yale  Club  of  Boston,  the  Buffalo 
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Trap  &  Field  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Orpheus.  Mr.  Urban  has  a  wide  ac¬ 
quaintance  in  Buffalo  and  not  a  few  of  his  warmest  friends  have  known 
him  from  boyhood.  His  residence  is  at  Pine  Ridge,  and  he  also  has  a  win¬ 
ter  home  at  218  Linwood  avenue. 


HORACE  FREDERICK  TAYLOR 

As  a  representative  of  the  lumber  industry  of  the  United  States, 
Horace  F.  Taylor,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  enjoys  a  national  reputation. 
He  personifies  the  finest  elements  of  this  industry,  and  has  given  his 
whole  business  career  to  carrying  on  the  enterprise  which  was  established 
many  years  ago  by  his  father,  Frederick  W.  Taylor.  He  has  been  honored 
with  national  recognition  and  position  by  his  contemporaries,  who  thus 
expressed  their  respect  for  the  qualities  he  had  exhibited  in  the  conduct 
of  his  business,  which  qualities  typify  those  forces  which  have  advanced 
the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  lumber  trade.  He  holds  a  place 
of  distinction  in  his  native  city  of  Buffalo,  having  participated  with  sin¬ 
cere  interest  in  numerous  affairs  of  importance,  having  associated  him¬ 
self  intimately  with  the  social  and  club  life  of  the  city,  and  having  created 
lasting  friendships  in  every  sphere  in  which  he  was  active.  His  personal 
modesty  and  aversion  to  publicity  even  further  enhanced  his  standing  in 
the  community  and  in  his  business.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  December  3,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Frederick  W.  and 
Ellen  M.  (Mills)  Taylor.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Horace  F.  Taylor 
were  William  and  Mary  (Grey)  Taylor  of  England,  the  former  having 
been  a  brick  manufacturer  in  that  country. 

Frederick  W.  Taylor  was  born  in  England,  January  22,  1840,  and  died 
in  Buffalo,  May  29,  1899.  From  his  youth  he  followed  the  lumber  industry. 
He  took  up  this  occupation  about  the  year  1860  with  John  Booth,  who 
owned  a  lumber  yard  on  the  site  of  the  present  Buffalo  city  hall.  Mr. 
Taylor,  however,  soon  progressed  beyond  this  position,  and  about  1865 
opened  a  yard  on  the  Ohio  Basin,  with  an  office  at  269  Elk  street,  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  Ohio  Basin  slip,  where  he  was  subsequently  joined  by  James  Crate, 
and  the  firm  became  Taylor  &  Crate,  a  firm  title  which  was  to  be  per¬ 
petuated  to  the  present.  They  had  two  yards  on  Elk  street,  including  one 
located  on  the  Buffalo  Creek  Railroad.  The  business  was  incorporated 
in  1900,  as  Taylor  &  Crate,  under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia,  and  Mr. 
Crate  was  president  until  his  death  in  1903.  Horace  F.  Taylor  then  be¬ 
came  president;  Shirley  D.  Taylor,  vice  president;  and  Nelson  S.  Taylor, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1926  the  company  was  reincorporated  under 
the  laws  of  New  York  state  as  Taylor  &  Crate,  Inc.,  and  shortly  thereafter 
Nelson  S.  Taylor  was  also  made  a  vice  president,  Horace  F.  Taylor,  Jr., 
was  made  secretary,  and  the  other  officers  retained  their  former  positions. 
From  1904  to  1917,  the  offices  of  the  company  were  in  the  Prudential 
building,  and  in  the  latter  year  the  office  and  yard  were  moved  to  a  new 
site  of  thirty-four  acres  on  Elmwood  avenue,  between  the  tracks  of  the 
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Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  and  the  Erie  Railroad,  run¬ 
ning  through  to  Delaware  avenue.  Their  modern  office  building,  which  is 
fireproof  and  occupies  a  space  of  sixty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet, 
was  erected  in  1916  and  1917.  The  firm  deals  in  hardwood,  in  southern 
pine,  and  in  west  coast  woods.  Millions  of  feet  of  lumber  are  stored  by 
this  company,  and  for  many  years  a  large  lake  lumber  trade  was  con¬ 
ducted  from  their  wharf  and  yard  on  the  Niagara  river.  Their  facilities 
and  equipment  are  of  the  most  modern  and  complete  type  to  be  found  in 
the  United  States. 

Frederick  W.  Taylor  was  a  stanch  republican  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Prospect  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  Ellen  M.  (Mills)  Taylor,  the 
mother  of  Horace  F.,  was  born  in  England,  December  20,  1845,  and  died 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  November  17,  1928.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Abbee)  Mills,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England.  Henry 
Mills  died  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  although  he  was  a  Buffalo  resident, 
associated  with  George  A.  Prince  &  Company,  organ  manufacturers  here. 
His  wife  died  in  Buffalo. 

Horace  F.  Taylor  was  educated  in  the  state  normal  school  at  Buffalo 
and  in  1893  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  University  of 
Rochester.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  lumber  firm  of  Taylor 
&  Crate,  and  following  the  death  of  Mr.  Crate  in  1903  became  president, 
which  executive  position  he  has  since  held.  He  is  also  vice  president  of 
the  Lumber  Mutual  Casualty  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York  city,  and 
vice  president  of  the  Tidewater  Timber  Company,  Limited,  of  British 
Columbia,  Canada,  which  owns  extensive  timber  in  the  province  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Columbia.  The  firm  of  Taylor  &  Crate,  Inc.,  has  two  subsidiary  com¬ 
panies.  One  is  the  Sunflower  Plantation,  Inc.,  the  offices  of  which  are  in 
Buffalo,  with  Mr.  Taylor  as  president.  This  company  owns  and  operates 
a  cotton  plantation  of  about  five  thousand  acres  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
about  four  thousand  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation  by  means  of  the 
tenant  farming  system,  there  now  being  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
families  thereon. 

For  two  terms,  from  1918  to  1920,  Mr.  Taylor  served  in  the  position 
of  president  of  the  National  Wholesale  Lumber  Dealers’  Association,  a 
most  signal  honor  in  the  industry.  The  American  Lumberman,  in  its  issue 
of  April  6,  1918,  stated  in  part : 

“One  of  the  characteristics  of  the  National  Wholesale  Lumber  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  is  the  ability  to  place  at  its  head  men  who  stand  for  the 
best  things  in  it,  and  the  best  that  the  lumber  interests  of  the  country 
can  afford.  The  list  of  presidents  is  not  yet  a  long  one,  but  it  contains 
the  names  of  men  who  have  made  their  mark,  not  only  in  lumber  but  out 
of  it,  and  who  have  steadily  done  honor  to  the  community  and  the  associa¬ 
tion  they  represent.  And  so  Buffalo  is  especially  proud  of  the  fact  that 
the  association  has  chosen  one  of  her  people  to  stand  at  its  head  and 
direct  its  many  activities  the  coming  year.  Horace  F.  Taylor  is  the  fifth 
Buffalo  man  to  take  this  place  in  the  association,  out  of  an  entire  list  of 
eighteen.  Some  of  these  leaders  were  selected  as  heads  of  the  industry 
in  a  sister  town,  but  the  whole  interest  is  so  nearly  identical  that  all  were 
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and  are  residents  of  Buffalo.  For  a  man  who  has  always  insisted  upon 
leading  a  quiet,  retiring  life,  President  Taylor,  young  man  as  he  is,  has 
about  as  many  claims  to  prominence  and  distinction  as  fall  to  the  lot  of 
representative  men.  It  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  sought,  not  the 
office,  but  how  to  avoid  assuming  it,  coming  as  it  did  to  him  without 
opposition.  He  finally  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  association  when  his 
Buffalo  friends  insisted  that  he  should  not  forget  the  claims  of  locality 
upon  him.  For  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  the  choice  of  an  executive 
does  great  credit  to  all  concerned,  especially  in  these  days  of  much  self- 
seeking  and  special  preferment.” 

Following  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  president  of  the 
National  Wholesale  Lumber  Dealers’  Association,  Mr.  Taylor  also  was 
honored  with  the  presidency,  for  two  successive  terms,  of  the  National 
Hardwood  Lumber  Association,  and  has  since  continued  a  member  of  its 
executive  committee.  In  every  phase  of  the  lumber  business,  Mr.  Taylor 
has  carried  forward  the  high  principles  and  efficiency  of  his  worthy  sire, 
Frederick  W.  Taylor,  and  to  his  father  he  owes  his  early  training  and 
inspiration  in  the  conduct  of  a  business  which  was  to  become  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States. 

During  the  period  of  America’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr. 
Taylor  was  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  lumber  group  in  Liberty  Loan  and 
charity  drives.  He  was  also  in  Washington,  D.  C.  as  a  member  of  the 
War  Industries  Board,  in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  mahogany,  walnut 
and  various  other  woods  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Italy. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  University  of  Rochester  since 
the  year  1912.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy, 
and  has  served  as  a  trustee  and  deacon  of  his  church,  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian.  His  political  support  is  accorded  the  republican  party. 
He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  is  a 
director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  formerly  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  and  the 
Cherry  Hill  Club.  His  college  fraternity  was  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  Mr. 
Taylor’s  diversions  in  life  have  been  described  as  “golf  outdoors  and 
music  indoors.” 

On  June  10,  1896,  at  Rochester,  New  York,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married 
to  Miss  Sara  Althea  Chase,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  20,  1871, 
and  died  in  this  city  December  12,  1927.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Luther 
Andrew  and  Matilda  (Lovecraft)  Chase,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Her  father  was  a  cement  manufacturer  at  Yonkers,  New  York,  and  there 
died  in  1895,  while  her  mother  died  in  Buffalo  in  1899.  Mrs.  Taylor  was 
educated  in  a  private  school  at  Yonkers,  and  was  very  active  in  club  and 
social  affairs  of  Buffalo,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  a  daughter:  Frederick  Chase,  Horace  Frederick,  Jr.,  and  Althea. 
Mr.  Taylor’s  residence  is  at  600  Lafayette  avenue,  Buffalo. 

Frederick  Chase  Taylor  was  born  October  4,  P897,  and  was  educated 
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at  the  University  of  Rochester,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha 
Delta  Phi  fraternity.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Naval  Reserve  Corps,  having  enlisted  immediately  after  the  declaration 
of  war,  in  April,  1917,  and  served  at  various  naval  stations.  He  was 
formerly  associated  with  his  father  in  the  lumber  business,  but  is  now 
engaged  in  investment  banking,  and  has  also  achieved  much  prominence 
and  success  as  a  radio  broadcaster.  He  married  Lois  R.  DeRidder  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  they  have  a  son,  Frederick  C.,  Jr.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1921. 

Horace  Frederick  Taylor,  Jr.  was  born  March  22,  1902,  and  in  1923 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Dartmouth  College.  In 
addition  to  being  secretary  of  the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Crate,  Inc.,  he  also 
is  president  of  the  Clipper  Oil  Corporation  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  He 
married  Helen  C.  Chadwick  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  who  was  graduated 
from  Syracuse  University  with  the  B.  S.  degree,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Alpha  Phi  sorority.  They  have  one  daughter,  Sally  Ann,  born  April  6, 
1930,  at  Buffalo. 

Althea  Taylor,  who  was  born  November  15,  1907,  was  educated  in  the 
Park  School  of  Buffalo,  in  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  in  the  Knox  School 
of  Cooperstown,  New  York.  She  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  R.  Briggs,  of 
Buffalo,  who  was  associated  for  a  time  with  the  Weatherbest  Stained 
Shingle  Company  of  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  and  has  more  recently 
been  a  member  of  the  agency  staff  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company 
at  Buffalo. 


EDWARD  NOBLE  WILKES 

Edward  Noble  Wilkes,  who  is  president  of  Edward  N.  Wilkes  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  of  Buffalo,  dealers  in  investment  securities,  located 
at  586  Ellicott  Square  building,  has  won  conspicuous  honor  in  the  financial 
field  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  banking 
business,  having  been  with  the  old  Marine  National  Bank  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  after  that  time  served  with  credit  in  the  employ  of 
New  York  city’s  great  institution,  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company.  He  is 
now  the  executive  head  of  his  own  company,  which  he  established  to 
engage  in  the  investment  securities  business.  By  every  criterion  by  which 
financial  men  are  judged,  Mr.  Wilkes  is  entitled  to  high  position,  and 
among  his  contemporaries  no  test  by  comparison  operates  to  his  discredit. 
He  is  likewise  a  public-spirited  citizen  of  Buffalo,  ever  alert  to  assist  in 
any  enterprise  for  the  civic  welfare. 

Mr.  Wilkes  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  July 
17,  1868.  His  parents  were  William  Arthur  and  Ellen  (Birks)  Wilkes. 
William  Arthur  Wilkes  was  born  March  24,  1819,  at  Birmingham,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  a  son  of  John  Aston  and  Susan  (Phillips)  Wilkes.  John 
Aston  Wilkes  was  born  at  Birmingham,  England,  February  24,  1782,  and 
died  at  Brantford,  Ontario,  April  16,  1867.  He  was  a  merchant  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  was  a  grandson  of  John  Wilkes,  who  was  a  pamphleteer  and 
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politician,  and  lord  mayor  of  London,  England,  in  1774  and  1775,  also 
member  of  the  English  parliament  and  an  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the 
American  colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  William  Arthur  Wilkes 
died  March  26,  1884,  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
iron  transportation  and  the  iron  commission  businesses,  and  operated  the 
first  line  of  steamships  from  Buffalo  to  Dunnville,  Ontario,  in  the  ’40s. 
He  was  an  elder  in  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  of 
which  congregation  he  and  his  wife  were  charter  members.  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  a  republican  of  the  stanchest  type  and  was  active  in  the  cause  of 
abolition  in  pre-war  days.  His  home  was  then  used  as  a  station  of  the 
famous  underground  railroad  route  for  fugitive  slaves.  Ellen  (Birks) 
Wilkes,  the  mother  of  Edward  N.,  was  born  July  24,  1826,  at  Barnsley, 
England,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  January  5,  1913.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Anne  (Massey)  Birks,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Wombswell,  England,  and  died  in  Montreal,  Canada,  where  the  father 
was  a  pharmacist.  John  Birks  was  a  son  of  Richard  and  Rachael  (Noble) 
Birks.  Richard  Birks  was  born  in  Wombswell,  England,  in  1774,  and 
died  there  in  1860.  He  was  a  jewelry  craftsman,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Jewelers’  Guild.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Noble, 
born  in  England,  and  died  at  Montreal  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
Richard  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Birks,  the  first  member  of 
the  family  of  whom  record  exists,  who  was  born  at  Wombswell,  England, 
in  1634,  and  died  there.  Richard  Birks  of  Montreal  was  the  father  of 
Henry  Birks,  the  founder  of  Henry  Birks  Sons,  Ltd.,  the  nationally  promi¬ 
nent  jewelry  house  of  Canada. 

Edward  N.  Wilkes  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  Marine  National  Bank  (now 
the  Marine  Trust  Company)  in  1884,  and  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  or 
until  1914,  remained  in  the  employ  of  that  institution.  He  began  as  a 
messenger  boy,  and  from  this  apprenticeship  was  promoted  through  vari¬ 
ous  departments  until  he  became  first  paying  teller.  In  1914  he  resigned 
and  accepted  a  position  with  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company  of  New  York 
city.  He  was  the  first  outside  representative  and  correspondent  of  this 
company,  and  maintained  an  office  in  Buffalo  and  also  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
being  in  direct  charge  of  the  territory  of  western  New  York  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  Mr.  Wilkes  developed  a  large  business  for  the 
Guaranty  Trust  Company  and  remained  with  them  until  1921,  when  he 
tendered  his  resignation  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his  own  business, 
under  the  name  of  Edward  N.  Wilkes  &  Company,  Incorporated,  of 
which  he  is  the  president.  They  are  charter  members  of  the  Buffalo  stock 
exchange,  and  are  engaged  in  selling  investment  securities.  Mr.  Wilkes 
is  also  president  of  the  Metropolitan  Land  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Wilkes  is  a  trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  he  belongs 
to  the  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  and  Buffalo  Consistory;  and  to  the  Buffalo  Club.  In  politics 
he  is  a  republican,  although  in  1912  he  was  a  candidate  of  the  progressive 
party  for  treasurer  of  Erie  county,  but  was  defeated  in  the  election. 

Edward  N.  Wilkes  was  married  February  25,  1897,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
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Fanny  Rose  Adam,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Carl  D.  G.  and  Fanny  (Georger)  Adam,  both  of  whom  died  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  Her  father,  a  musician,  was  a  native  of  Gorlitz,  Germany,  and  her 
mother  was  born  at  Lauterberg,  Alsace,  France.  Mrs.  Wilkes  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkes 
were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Edward 
N.,  Jr.,  who  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Union  College 
at  Schenectady,  New  York,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  investment 
business;  Thekla  Adam,  who  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and 
the  Boston  School  of  Physical  Culture,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  G.  Crane, 
of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  and  the  mother  of  three  children,  Frederick 
G.  Jr.,  Pamela,  and  Rose;  Francesca  Georger,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Buffalo  Seminary,  is  the  wife  of  Raymond  M.  Polley,  of  Buffalo ;  Ellen 
Birks  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  attended  the  Erskine 
School  of  Boston;  John  Birks  is  a  student  at. Phillips  Academy  at  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  preparing  for  Yale  University.  The  Wilkes  family  reside 
at  82  Hodge  avenue  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  also  have  a  summer  home 
on  the  Canadian  shore,  at  Thunder  Bay,  where  Mr.  Wilkes  indulges  in 
his  favorite  diversions, — flower  culture  and  outdoor  sports. 


LEON  G.  RUTH 

Leon  G.  Ruth,  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  example  of  the  type  of  bank  official  developed  in  the  present  age, 
decisive  in  his  methods  and  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  a  business 
proposition.  His  entire  business  career,  since  the  conclusion  of  his  uni¬ 
versity  work,  has  been  in  connection  with  banking  and  investment  security 
interests  and  includes  association  with  some  of  the  most  prominent  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  in  the  country. 

Leon  G.  Ruth  was  born  at  Clinton,  New  York,  November  28,  1893,  a 
son  of  Henry  M.  and  Mary  Ann  (Trost)  Ruth.  The  father  is  a  native  of 
Ava,  New  York,  was  a  farmer  during  his  active  years,  and  now  is  living 
retired  at  Clinton,  of  which  town  his  wife  is  a  native.  Henry  M.  Ruth, 
who  is  a  stanch  republican  and  Presbyterian,  was  a  son  of  Adam  Ruth, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  died  in  New  York  state.  The  latter,  a 
democrat  in  politics,  was  postmaster  of  Ava  for  a  number  of  years.  Mary 
Ann  (Trost)  Ruth,  the  mother  of  Leon  G.  Ruth,  is  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Louisa  (Leipnitz)  Trost,  natives  of  Germany,  who  died  at 
Clinton,  New  York,  where  the  former  was  a  farmer. 

Leon  G.  Ruth  graduated  from  the  Clinton  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1912  and  then  entered  Cornell  University,  which  institution  conferred 
upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1916.  On  July  1st  of  that  year 
he  became  associated  with  N.  W.  Halsey  &  Company,  at  39  Wall  street, 
New  York  city,  in  the  bond  and  brokerage  business.  In  the  following 
August,  the  business  merged  with  that  of  the  National  City  Company  of 
New  York  and  Mr.  Ruth  remained  with  the  new  organization,  coming  to 
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Buffalo  as  a  salesman  for  the  National  City  Company  in  October,  1916. 
This  position  he  retained  until  he  entered  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

In  July,  1917,  Mr.  Ruth  entered  the  reserve  officers  training  camp 
at  Fort  Niagara,  New  York,  where  he  earned  his  commission  as  second 
lieutenant.  In  January,  1918,  he  sailed  overseas  to  Saumur,  France, 
where  he  was  in  training  at  the  American  artillery  school,  under  French 
supervision,  specializing  in  field  artillery  work,  until  April  15th,  when 
he  was  assigned  to  Battery  B,  of  the  Sixth  Artillery,  First  Division,  of  the 
regular  army.  Lieutenant  Ruth  was  then  in  active  service  at  the  front 
until  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  participating  during  this  time  in  five 
major  engagements.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  at  Cantigny  on  May 
29,  1918,  and  was  gassed  during  the  offensive  in  the  Argonne  Forest. 
After  the  armistice,  he  was  with  the  Sixth  Field  Artillery  of  the  Army  of 
Occupation  in  Germany  until  January,  1919.  He  received  his  commission 
as  first  lieutenant  near  the  close  of  the  war,  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  in  September,  1919.  In 
January,  1919,  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  attend  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Toulouse  in  southern  France,  taking  a  special  course  in  French 
and  other  subjects,  provided  for  American  students. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Ruth  became  associated  with 
the  New  York  investment  house  of  Bonbright  &  Company  in  their  Buffalo 
office,  as  salesman,  and  in  March,  1920,  assumed  a  like  connection  in  the 
Buffalo  office  of  Blodgett,  Hart  &  Company  of  New  York  city.  In  1922 
he  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  office  of  L.  F.  Rothschild  &  Company, 
members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  and  in  1923  he  helped  or¬ 
ganize  the  investment  securities  firm  of  Marked,  Ruth  &  Company,  Inc., 
of  Buffalo.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  he  withdrew  from  this  firm  and 
formed  the  investment  securities  firm  of  L.  G.  Ruth  &  Company,  while  in 
1926  he  organized  the  North  American  Investors  Corporation  and  in  1928 
established  the  Frontier  National  Corporation,  both  known  as  investment 
trusts.  In  April,  1929,  Mr.  Ruth  dissolved  the  firm  of  L.  G.  Ruth  & 
Company  and  became  a  vice  president,  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  instrumental  in  merging  the  North  American  In¬ 
vestors  Corporation,  the  Frontier  National  Corporation  and  the  Liberty 
Bond  and  Share  Corporation,  the  latter  the  securities  company  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Bank,  into  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation,  of  which  organization  he 
is  now  a  vice  president.  In  1929  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation  formed 
a  bank  stock  securities  company,  namely,  the  Western  New  York  Securities 
Company,  and  Mr.  Ruth  is  the  president  of  this  organization.  He  is  a 
director  in  both  of  the  last  named  corporations.  The  phases  of  his  finan¬ 
cial  career  have  succeeded  one  another  with  extraordinary  rapidity  and 
each  has  been  a  forward  step  to  his  position  of  prominence  in  Buffalo’s 
banking  and  investment  security  circles. 

Leon  G.  Ruth  was  married  November  27,  1919,  at  Utica,  New  York, 
to  Emily  D.  Hammond,  a  native  of  Clark  Mills,  New  York,  and  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Clementina  (Holt)  Hammond,  who  now  reside  at  Ithaca, 
New  York.  Mrs.  Ruth  is  a  graduate  of  the  Clinton  high  school  and  also 
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the  Mount  Sinai  Training  School  for  Nurses.  She  served  in  her  pro¬ 
fession  during  the  World  war  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ruth  have  a  daughter,  Joan  Ruth,  who  was  born  November  17,  1926,  in 
Buffalo. 

Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Ruth  has  become  known  as 
one  vitally  interested  in  affairs  of  civic  nature,  in  which  he  is  invariably 
active,  and  in  business,  social  and  club  circles  he  has  acquired  a  place 
well  merited  by  his  personal  characteristics  and  recognized  ability.  His 
club  and  fraternal  affiliations  include  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Golf  Club,  the 
Rotary  Club,  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Cornell  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Trap  and  Field  Club  and  the  Theta  Alpha  fraternity.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ruth  are  members  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  and  give 
their  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  They  reside  at  No.  1  May- 
fair  lane. 


VINCENT  J.  LOUGHLIN 

In  a  profession  particularly  adapted  to  those  of  Gaelic  nationality  or 
descent  because  of  their  quick  wit  and  keen  powers  of  discernment,  Vin¬ 
cent  J.  Loughlin  has  made  substantial  progress,  winning  a  place  of 
prominence  in  legal  circles  of  Buffalo.  Born  in  this  city  on  the  11th  day 
of  April,  1897,  he  is  the  son  of  Patrick  J.  and  Carolyn  (Shaefer)  Lough¬ 
lin,  the  latter  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  of  German  descent. 

Patrick  J.  Loughlin  was  born  in  Ireland  and  at  an  early  age  came  to 
this  country  with  his  father,  Dennis,  who  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Buffalo.  Here  the  family  has  since  resided  and  for  many 
years  Patrick  J.  Loughlin  has  been  identified  with  railroad  transportation. 
He  has  two  children.  His  daughter,  Marguerite,  a  graduate  of  Masten 
Park  high  school  and  New  Haven  Normal  School  of  Gymnastics,  married 
Ralph  Carter,  a  graduate  of  Technical  high  school  and  Indianapolis  School 
of  Gymnastics,  while  both  were  teachers  of  physical  education  in  the 
Buffalo  school  system. 

Vincent  J.  Loughlin  completed  his  high  school  course  in  Masten  Park 
in  1918  and  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  at  Buffalo  for  service 
in  the  World  war  and  was  sent  to  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Sta¬ 
tion  at  Lake  Bluff,  Illinois.  Here  he  became  a  member  of  the  famous 
Main  Camp  Guard  Company  at  the  Provost  Marshal’s  office  at  Chicago, 
Ill.  He  was  released  from  active  service  in  April,  1919,  and  later  received 
his  honorable  discharge. 

In  the  fall  of  1919  he  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo  to  prepare 
for  his  chosen  vocation  and  in  1922  this  university  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  Being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  the  same 
year,  he  at  once  entered  the  active  work  of  his  profession  and  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  various  legal  firms  of  Buffalo  until  1924  when  he  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  law  under  his  own  name,  with  offices  in  the  Stock 
Exchange  building,  in  which  he  has  since  been  located.  Associated  with 
him  are  United  States  Commissioner  Charles  E.  Doane,  Charles  C.  Farn- 
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ham,  who  is  a  member  of  the  character  committee  of  the  Bar  Association 
and  a  son  of  Roswell  Farnham,  former  governor  of  Vermont,  and  Judge 
Louis  Braunlein,  former  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Buffalo.  Well 
versed  in  legal  science,  Mr.  Loughlin  accurately  applies  his  knowledge  to 
the  points  in  litigation  and  is  accorded  a  liberal  clientele. 

On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1927,  Mr.  Loughlin  was  married  in 
Batavia,  New  York,  to  Miss  Arda  G.  Bickle,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Bickle,  the  former  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Loughlin  represents  one 
of  the  colonial  families  of  this  country  and  has  been  accepted  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Following  her  gradu¬ 
ation  at  Oakfield  high  school  and  private  schools,  she  continued  her  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of  Rochester  and  Plattsburg  State  Normal.  Later 
she  became  an  instructor  in  the  Kelley  Business  Institute,  at  Niagara 
Falls,  and  in  Hurst’s  Private  School  of  Buffalo. 

Mrs.  Loughlin  is  as  fond  of  outdoor  life  as  her  husband  and  in  the 
summer  of  1928  together  they  motored  and  camped  across  the  country, 
spending  two  weeks  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

During  his  university  life  Mr.  Loughlin  proved  his  versatility  as  a 
leader  in  college  activities.  In  addition  to  playing  on  the  varsity  football 
team  he  was  a  member  of  the  athletic  counsel,  1919-’20,  athletic  editor 
of  “The  Bison”  in  ’21,  and  in  ’22  refused  the  position  of  editor  in  chief 
of  this  publication  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  school  newspaper,  “The 
Bee,”  which  he  founded  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  editor  in  chief, 
a  position  which  he  held  for  two  years.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  activities  committee  in  1920-’22,  the  first  year  students  were  allowed 
on  this  committee,  which  supervised  all  the  student  activities  for  the  entire 
university.  In  both  his  junior  and  senior  year  he  was  elected  class  marshal. 
In  his  senior  year  he  was  the  first  student  to  be  elected  president  of  the 
Athletic  Association  by  a  vote  of  all  the  schools  of  the  university. 

Mr.  Loughlin’s  outstanding  collegiate  achievement  was  the  founding 
of  the  university’s  newspaper,  “The  Bee.”  At  this  time  the  spacious 
campus  on  Main  street  was  just  a  little  better  than  a  dream.  On  this 
site  the  old,  gray  stone  building  and  dilapidated  grounds  made  up  the 
old  Erie  County  Poorhouse.  The  buildings  of  the  university  were  sep¬ 
arated  in  various  parts  of  the  city  Each  dean  was  monarch  of  all  he 
surveyed.  Each  school  had  its  individual  treasury.  The  most  intensive 
rivalry  and  jealousy  existed  between  the  different  schools  which  nominally 
were  united  as  one  university. 

Realizing  the  need  of  an  adhesive  force  to  bring  the  separate  and 
widely  scattered  schools  of  the  university  together,  Mr.  Loughlin  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  starting  a  college  newspaper.  A  daily  newspaper  was 
considered  absurd  and  to  finance  the  idea  was  thought  impossible.  The 
activities  committee  skeptically  granted  Mr.  Loughlin  the  right  to  ma¬ 
terialize  his  dream — if  it  in  no  way  entailed  the  committee  or  the 
university. 

After  weeks  of  effort  he  convinced  the  staid,  old  “Buffalo  Commercial” 
(then  Buffalo’s  oldest  newspaper)  that  if  he  could  have  a  two  column 
width  in  that  paper  for  a  college  newspaper  he  could  increase  its  circula- 
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tion  five  hundred  copies  a  day.  He  finally  entered  into  a  contract  to  this 
effect.  Single-handed  and  with  little  encouragement  he  stumped  each  of 
the  schools  and  all  of  the  classes,  interviewed  the  various  deans  and  finally 
sold  the  idea  to  the  school. 

With  two  others,  Esther  Lieberman,  ’22,  and  Ruth  Carry,  ’25,  as  his 
entire  staff,  the  first  paper  was  published  January  4,  1921.  The  staff  was 
augmented  to  six  and  they  daily  turned  out  the  university’s  first  news¬ 
paper.  Mr.  Loughlin  had  to  collect  the  money  from  the  individual  stu¬ 
dents,  supervise  the  circulation,  build  up  his  staff  and  edit  the  paper, 
which  was  a  success  from  the  start.  The  following  year  the  school  auth¬ 
orities  decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  make  ‘‘The  Bee”  an  independent 
weekly  newspaper  so  they  assumed  its  financial  responsibilities.  “The 
Bee”  has  since  continued  as  such  and  has  annually  increased  in  importance 
with  a  constantly  growing  circulation  and  advertising  value. 

In  1928  it  became  apparent  that  athletics  were  disintegrating  in  the 
University  of  Buffalo  and  the  athletic  authorities  decided  to  discontinue 
football.  Dr.  George  Voss,  learning  of  the  decision,  promptly  communi¬ 
cated  with  Vincent  Loughlin  and  together  they  organized  the  Alumni 
Boosters’  Club.  Mr.  Loughlin  was  elected  president  and  hundreds  of 
loyal  alumni  joined.  After  various  meetings,  consultations  and  investi¬ 
gations  of  the  alumni  and  faculty,  football  received  a  new  birth  and  im¬ 
mediately  flourished. 

Vincent  J.  Loughlin  is  keenly  interested  in  outdoor  sports,  but  has 
been  particularly  identified  with  football  in  Buffalo.  He  was  a  gridiron 
star  at  Masten  Park,  where  the  newspapers  chose  him  as  an  “All  High” 
candidate.  His  achievements  on  the  gridiron  at  college  are  best  summed 
up  by  the  “Iris,”  which,  at  the  close  of  his  college  football  days,  said,  “He 
could  play  as  hard  and  clean  a  game  of  football  as  anyone  could  desire.” 
In  1925-26  he  gratuitously  assisted  the  coaching  staff  of  his  alma  mater, 
due  to  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  players.  Because  of  his  untiring 
and  unselfish  efforts,  the  Beta  Phi  Rho  fraternity  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo  elected  him  to  membership. 

In  1927  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  several  well  known  Buffalo  coaches 
to  coach  football  and  finally  accepted  the  task  of  coaching  the  Varsity 
Spartens.  This  was  an  amateur  lightweight  team  with  a  fair  record  and 
under  his  tutelage  that  year  became  champions  of  western  New  York. 
The  following  year  the  South  Buffalo’s,  a  semi-pro  heavyweight  team, 
sought  and  obtained  his  services.  During  these  two  years  the  teams 
coached  by  Mr.  Loughlin  did  not  have  their  goal  lines  crossed.  In  1929 
Technical  high  school  of  Buffalo  found  itself  in  a  precarious  position.  Its 
football  teams  had  failed  to  score  in  three  years.  Mr.  Loughlin  was 
appointed  football  coach  and  although  the  team  finished  at  the  bottom  it 
was  accredited  as  being  the  best  defensive  team  in  the  series. 

John  R.  Tunis,  a  sport  writer  on  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  was 
sent  to  Buffalo  to  observe  Buffalo’s  high  school  football  and  after  wit¬ 
nessing  Tech  and  Masten,  said  in  part,  “.  .  .  .  two  first-class  fighting 
elevens  ....  two  remarkably  good  teams  ....  considering  their  age 
and  experience,  knew  more  football  and  were  headier  players  compara- 
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tively  than  the  Yale  and  Army  elevens  that  I  had  seen  the  previous  Satur¬ 
day  in  the  Bowl.” 

On  February  19,  1930,  under  a  six  column  headline,  the  Buffalo  Times 
in  part  said,  “Vincent  J.  Loughlin,  who  in  his  first  year  as  coach  of  the 
Technical  high  school  football  team,  developed  one  of  the  hardest  fight¬ 
ing  teams  in  the  Harvard  Cup  series,  will  return  as  head  coach  of  the 
1930  team,  it  was  learned  today  ....  his  work  in  rounding  a  good  team 
from  a  squad  which  consisted  of  only  a  few  lettermen,  was  the  feature 
of  the  1929  Harvard  Cup  series.” 

Mr.  Loughlin  belongs  to  Troop  I  Post  of  the  American  Legion,  is  a 
charter  member  of  its  crack  drill  team,  the  “Minute  Men,”  which,  during 
his  membership,  was  undefeated  in  competition,  winning  permanent  pos¬ 
session  of  the  County  Cup  by  three  years  of  successful  competition,  and 
state  championship  during  the  same  period.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo  Alumni  Club  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  been,  in  1929,  the  youngest  president  of  Buffalo’s  oldest  luncheon 
club — The  Equality  Club.  He  has  been  repeatedly  elected  to  its  board 
of  directors. 

Notwithstanding  his  interest  in  athletics  and  his  numerous  avocations, 
he  concentrates  his  attention  upon  the  practice  of  law  and  is  liberally 
endowed  with  those  qualities  which  insure  success  in  the  legal  profession. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  strong  character  and  pleasing  personality  and  has 
many  warm  friends  in  the  city  in  which  his  life  has  been  spent. 


wilfred  McCarthy 

To  the  work  of  his  profession  Wilfred  McCarthy  brought  an  alert 
mind,  thorough  preliminary  training  and  the  capacity  for  sustained  effort 
and  with  these  assets  he  has  gained  a  secure  foothold  in  legal  circles  of 
Buffalo,  his  native  city.  He  was  born  January  27,  1890,  and  is  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Higson)  McCarthy,  the  latter  a  native  of  New  York 
city.  His  great-great-grandfather  in  the  paternal  line  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America,  settling  in  Susquehanna,  Pennsylvania,  whence  he 
subsequently  removed  to  Buffalo.  Michael  McCarthy  has  always  resided 
in  this  city  and  is  widely  known  as  one  of  its  pioneer  blacksmiths — a 
business  which  has  claimed  his  attention  for  forty-six  years.  His  son, 
Arthur  J.  McCarthy,  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  from  the  University 
of  Buffalo  and  became  a  member  of  its  faculty.  For  many  years  he 
remained  an  instructor  in  the  dental  department  of  the  university,  also 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  state  dental  conventions,  and  his  death  in 
1927  was  a  distinct  loss  to  the  profession,  of  which  he  was  a  progressive 
and  able  exponent.  He  had  married  Irene  Kelleher,  a  native  of  Buffalo 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Kelleher,  who  still  reside  in  this 
city. 

Wilfred  McCarthy,  the  younger  son,  completed  a  course  in  the  Masten 
high  school  in  1909  and  acquired  his  higher  education  in  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  graduating  from  its  law  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
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1917.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1918,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  state 
bar  and  three  days  later  enlisted  at  Buffalo  for  service  in  the  World 
war,  joining  the  navy.  He  was  sent  to  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training 
Station  at  Lake  Bluff,  Illinois,  going  from  there  to  Camp  Logan  near 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  subsequently  to  Mount  Pleasant,  South  Carolina, 
where  he  was  discharged  January  3,  1919.  With  his  return  to  Buffalo 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Lawrence  J.  Collins  and  William  Brennan,  Jr., 
there  continuing  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Collins  about  three  years  later. 
Since  the  1st  of  May,  1922,  Mr.  McCarthy  has  engaged  in  general  prac¬ 
tice,  with  offices  in  the  Brisbane  building,  and  now  enjoys  a  liberal  and 
remunerative  practice. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1920,  Mr.  McCarthy  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  E.  Howard,  who  died  April  5,  1925.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Johannah  Howard  and  came  of  Mayflower  ancestry.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McCarthy  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  son,  Howard  Jerome,  was  born  September  16,  1922,  and  is  attending 
a  parochial  school.  Mr.  McCarthy  was  reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  and  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Vincent’s  Church  of  that  denomination. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Orioles  of  Buffalo,  the 
American  Legion,  the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the  Automobile  Club  of  Buffalo, 
Phi  Delta  Phi,  a  national  legal  fraternity,  and  the  Erie  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  has  a  high  conception  of  his  responsibilities  as  a  lawyer  and 
in  his  practice  is  guided  by  those  standards  and  principles  which  inspire 
respect  and  confidence. 


WILLIAM  C.  WARREN,  Jr. 

One  of  the  foremost,  among  the  younger  lawyers  of  Buffalo,  is  William 
C.  Warren,  Jr.,  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Franchot,  James 
&  Warren,  with  offices  at  1730  Rand  building.  Mr.  Warren  has  been  not¬ 
ably  successful  in  the  conduct  of  litigation  assigned  to  him,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  astute  and  conscientious  attorney.  He  is  likewise  widely 
known  as  an  enthusiastic  and  clean  sportsman,  and  as  one  who  has  a 
keen  understanding  of  the  duties  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  Mr.  War¬ 
ren  performed  conspicuous  service  during  the  World  war,  and  as  an  ar¬ 
tillery  officer  participated  in  several  offensives  during  that  conflict. 

The  birth  of  William  C.  Warren,  Jr.,  occurred  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
January  31,  1892,  his  parents  being  William  C.,  Sr.,  and  Clara  S.  (Da- 
vock)  Warren.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  4,  1859, 
is  now  living  retired  in  this  city.  He  was  formerly  proprietor  of  the 
Buffalo  Commercial,  an  evening  newspaper  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Company.  He  is  a  republican,  and 
served  on  the  state  central  committee  for  several  years.  He  attends  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church.  The  mother,  Clara  S.  (Davock)  Warren, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  19,  1870,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Charlotte  (Lockwood)  Davock,  residents  of  Buffalo,  the  former  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Civil  war.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  William  C.  Warren, 
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Jr.,  were  James  D.  and  Mary  (Mills)  Warren.  James  D.  Warren  was 
born  in  New  York  state  January  19,  1823,  and  died  at  Buffalo  December 
17,  1886.  He  bought  the  old  Commercial  Advertiser  at  Buffalo,  which 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  newspaper  conducted  later  by  his  son,  William 
C.  Warren,  Sr.  James  D.  Warren  was  prominent  in  republican  politics, 
having  served  as  chairman  of  the  republican  state  committee  for  several 
years  and  as  treasurer  of  Erie  county,  and  as  supervisor.  His  wife,  Mary 
(Mills)  Warren,  was  born  in  New  York  state,  June  19,  1831,  and  died 
April  6,  1894.  His  first  wife  was  Laura  Love.  The  paternal  great-grand¬ 
parents  of  William  C.  Warren,  Jr.,  were  Orsamus  and  Nancy  (Joslyn) 
Warren,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  February  16, 
1876,  in  Buffalo.  Orsamus  Warren’s  second  wife  was  Harriet  Tiffany. 

William  C.  Warren,  Jr.,  attended  the  Franklin  and  the  Nichols  private 
schools  of  Buffalo,  and  graduated  from  the  Hill  school  at  Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1910.  He  then  pursued  a  classical  course  in  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  that  institu¬ 
tion  in  1914,  following  which  he  entered  Harvard  Law  School,  which  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1917.  Thus  splen¬ 
didly  equipped  educationally  for  his  chosen  life’s  work,  Mr.  Warren  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  1919,  his  legal  career  having 
been  delayed  by  his  army  service.  He  became  associated  with  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass,  which  affiliation  con¬ 
tinued  for  ten  years,  and  then  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
firm  of  Franchot,  James  &  Warren,  as  existing  at  present,  engaging  in 
the  general  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Warren  holds  membership  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  deacon  and  is  now  an  elder. 
He  belongs  to  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Genesee  Valley  Hunt  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Canoe  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York 
city,  the  Lunch  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club, 
of  Toronto,  Canada,  Psi  Upsilon  collegiate  fraternity,  and  Skull  and  Bones. 
His  chief  diversions  in  life,  as  indicated  by  some  of  the  above  club  con¬ 
nections,  are  sailing  and  hunting. 

In  May,  1917,  William  C.  Warren,  Jr.,  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Army,  and  for  three  months  was  in  training  at  Madison  Barracks.  While 
there  he  received  his  commission  as  first  lieutenant,  then  was  transferred 
to  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  commissioned  a  captain  of  field 
artillery.  In  March,  1918,  he  attended  the  School  of  Fire  at  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahoma,  and  then  went  to  France,  in  command  of  Battery  D,  307th  Field 
Artillery,  Seventy-eighth  Division,  with  which  he  participated  in  the  ac¬ 
tion  in  both  the  St.  Mihiel  and  the  Meuse-Argonne  sectors.  He  remained 
overseas  until  July,  1919,  and  before  returning  was  on  detached  service, 
convoying  General  Haller’s  Polish  troops  across  Germany  into  Poland. 
When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Camp  Dix,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

The  marriage  of  William  C.  Warren,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Susan  Kimberly 
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occurred  at  Buffalo,  December  4,  1920.  Mrs.  Warren  was  born  in  this 
city,  a  daughter  of  Shepard  and  Charlotte  (Fisk)  Kimberly,  both  natives 
and  residents  of  this  city.  Shepard  Kimberly  is  a  retired  manufacturer. 
Mrs.  Warren  received  her  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and 
at  Miss  Wright’s  School  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  takes  a  very  active  part 
in  club  affairs  of  the  city,  being  vice  president  of  the  Garret  Club,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Campanile  Club,  and  president  of  the  Junior  League,  all  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Ill,  born  April  11,  1922,  and  Emily  Root,  born  July  21,  1924. 


HOWARD  FRANK  STIMM 

Howard  F.  Stimm,  one  of  the  most  successful  civil  engineers  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  president  of  H.  F.  Stimm,  Incorporated, 
which  organization  he  founded,  and  which  is  located  at  957  Ellicott  Square 
building.  He  specializes  in  railroad  construction  work,  and  in  unusual 
and  distinctive  classes  of  industrial  work.  Although  he  is  ranked  with 
the  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo,  he  has  had  many  years  of  experience 
in  the  construction  business.  In  this  field  he  early  demonstrated  talent 
of  high  order,  and  civil  engineering  has  been  his  accepted  life  work  since 
his  youthful  days. 

Mr.  Stimm  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  6,  1895,  a  son  of  Frank  L. 
and  Emma  (Waddell)  Stimm.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Carl  and 
Sina  (Haggard)  Stimm.  The  former,  who  was  a  tool  maker,  was  born  in 
New  York  city,  while  his  wife  was  born  at  Hamburg,  New  York,  and  both 
died  in  Buffalo.  Frank  L.  Stimm  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  20,  1870, 
and  his  wife  in  New  York  city,  June  17,  1871,  and  they  reside  at  Snyder, 
New  York.  He  is  a  retired  traveling  salesman,  a  republican,  and  a 
member  of  the  Community  Inter-Denominational  Church  of  Snyder. 

Howard  F.  Stimm  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  at 
Buffalo  with  the  class  of  1913,  attended  the  University  of  Washington, 
at  Seattle,  for  one  year,  and  then  entered  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  from  which  he  graduated  as  a  civil  engineer  in  1921.  Prior  to 
his  university  course,  Mr.  Stimm  had  been  associated’ with  different  firms 
in  various  cities,  learning  the  construction  business.  In  1918  he  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Army  and  was  placed  in  training  at  Camp  Upton, 
New  York,  in  the  constructing  quartermaster’s  department.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  in  December,  1918.  In  1921  he 
established  business  in  Buffalo,  specializing  in  construction  work,  with 
offices  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building.  Later  the  business  was  incor¬ 
porated  under  its  present  title,  with  Mr.  Stimm  as  president  and  general 
manager.  Railroad  construction  work,  and  special  and  unusual  industrial 
work,  are  done  principally. 

Mr.  Stimm  is  a  republican  politically.  He  belongs  to  the  Amherst 
Community  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club  (life  member),  the  Buffalo  Engineers 
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Society,  the  International  Track  Supervisors  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Lodge,  No.  240,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Yachting  is  his 
favorite  diversion. 

On  November  11,  1922,  at  Williamsville,  New  York,  Howard  F.  Stimm 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Walker,  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of 
Ernest  B.  and  Mary  (Burnett)  Walker,  residents  of  Williamsville,  where 
the  father,  a  pharmacist,  is  a  member  of  the  drug  firm  of  Dr.  P.  Herold 
Hayes.  Mrs.  Stimm  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo, 
the  State  Normal  School,  and  in  1920  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  from  Columbia  University.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  taught  in 
the  Delaware  Wesleyan  College  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Amherst  Community  Church,  is  secretary  of  the  Amherst  branch  of 
the  American  League  of  Women  Voters  and  is  a  director  in  the  Amherst 
Republican  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stimm  have  a  son  and  a  daughter :  Kean 
Walker  Stimm,  born  March  23,  1924,  and  Helen  Joy  Stimm,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1926. 


JACOB  S.  HAUSAUER 

One  of  the  able  and  talented  architects  of  Buffalo  was  the  late  Jacob 
S.  Hausauer,  whose  death  occurred  in  this  city,  January  8,  1930.  He  was 
particularly  gifted  in  residential  designing,  and  had  a  high  reputation  in 
this  phase  of  architectural  work.  He  also  did  much  in  the  construction 
of  churches  during  his  career.  He  was  interested  in  charitable,  religious 
and  similar  activities  in  Buffalo,  gave  liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to 
a  number  of  causes  and  in  the  drives  and  campaigns  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  performed  helpful  service.  He  was  also  a  director 
of  the  Buffalo  Goodwill  Industries. 

Jacob  S.  Hausauer  was  born  at  Getzville,  in  the  town  of  Amherst, 
Erie  county,  New  York,  September  21,  1870,  and  was  a  son  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Haubeil)  Hausauer,  who  were  also  natives  of  Getzville. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents  of  Jacob  S.  Hausauer  were 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  preceding  generation  came  from  Germany 
to  the  United  States.  George  Hausauer  was  a  notary,  was  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  business  at  Getzville,  was  popular  in  business  circles,  was  a  confi¬ 
dante  of  the  farmers,  and  prominent  in  political  affairs. 

The  rural  schools  of  Erie  county  supplied  Jacob  S.  Hausauer  with  his 
early  education.  His  further  education  was  made  possible  only  by  the 
hardest  effort,  by  work  and  attendance  at  night  schools.  When  he  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  studied  in  the  Young- 
Men’s  Christian  Association  night  classes.  He  trained  himself  in  archi¬ 
tecture,  and  eventually  started  in  this  profession,  with  an  office  in  his 
home.  He  continued  in  this  line  of  endeavor  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  and  achieved  substantial  success  by  his  labors.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Associated  Architects.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  an  official 
member  of  the  Asbury-Delaware  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  July  17,  1900.  Mr  Hausauer  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Wolgast, 
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of  the  town  of  Amherst,  Erie  county,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Augusta 
(Manthe)  Wolgast,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany  and  came  to 
the  United  States  when  young.  The  father  was  an  ordained  Methodist 
minister  and  preached  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  as  well  as  conducted  his 
farm.  His  wife,  though  born  in  Germany,  was  of  French  descent.  Mrs. 
Hausauer  first  attended  the  rural  schools  of  her  native  town,  then  the 
Tonawanda  High  School  and  the  Buffalo  Normal  School,  and  entered  the 
New  York  State  Teachers  College,  from  which  institution  she  received 
her  B.  S.  degree.  Subsequently  she  received  her  Master’s  degree  from 
the  University  of  Buffalo.  Prior  to  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Hausauer,  she 
taught  in  the  rural  schools,  and  after  her  marriage  taught  for  two  years 
in  Buffalo  and  eight  years  in  the  Kenmore  public  schools,  being  a  principal 
a  part  of  the  time.  Mrs.  Hausauer  likewise  took  an  active  interest  in 
her  husband’s  architectural  work  and  assisted  him  very  materially  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  National  Educational  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  is  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in  Education.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Research  Club  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  the  New  York  State  Teachers 
Association,  the  Department  of  Elementary  School  Principals,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Society  for  the  Study  of  Education,  the  League  of  Women  Voters, 
and  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association.  She  is  connected  with 
church  work  in  Buffalo,  and  is  interested  in  all  civic  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hausauer  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Kenneth  C., 
who  is  now  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1904  and  educated  in  the  public  schools,  Hutch¬ 
inson  High  School,  and  the  University  of  Rochester.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity,  and  the  American  Business  Club.  Mrs. 
Hausauer  and  her  son  reside  at  92  Wallace  avenue,  Buffalo. 


FREDERICK  J.  WEIGEL,  Jr. 

The  substantial  character  of  Buffalo  citizenship  is  well  reflected  in 
Frederick  J.  Weigel,  Jr.,  who  is  vice  president  of  Frey  the  Wheel  Man, 
Incorporated,  and  president  of  Auto-Fron  Spring  Service,  Incorporated, 
both  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Weigel  has  had  long  experience  in  the  wheel  and 
rim  industry,  and  is  a  recognized  authority  on  this  type  of  manufacturing. 

Frederick  J.  Weigel,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  July  7,  1893, 
a  son  of  Fred  and  Johannah  (Nietman)  Weigel  and  a  grandson  of  the 
late  Wolf  Weigel,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  merchant  of 
Buffalo.  The  father  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  13,  1855,  and  is  now 
treasurer  of  Frey  the  Wheel  Man,  Incorporated.  He  is  a  republican,  and 
a  member  of  St.  Boniface  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Johannah  (Nietman) 
Weigel  was  born  at  Buffalo,  October  21,  1857,  and  died  here  May  13,  1915. 

Frederick  J.  Weigel,  Jr.,  graduated  from  St.  Boniface  parochial  school 
in  1906,  and  from  Canisius  high  school  in  1910,  then  attended  Canisius 
College  for  one  year.  In  1911,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  State  Finance 
Company  of  Buffalo,  in  which  position  he  remained  for  ten  months,  and 
was  then  associated  with  Joseph  J.  Frey,  carriage  and  wagon  manufac- 
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turer  of  Buffalo,  for  one  year.  He  next  started  in  the  rim  business,  in 
which  Mr.  Frey  took  one-third  interest,  and  the  company  was  operated 
as  a  partnership  from  1913  until  1922,  at  which  date  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  title  of  Frey  the  Wheel  Man,  Incorporated,  Mr. 
Weigel  becoming  vice  president,  his  present  office.  This  company  dis¬ 
tributes  and  services  rims  and  wheels  exclusively.  They  also  organized 
another  business,  the  Automotive  Spring  Service,  Incorporated,  which  has 
since  been  changed  to  the  Auto-Fron  Spring  Service,  Incorporated,  of 
which  Mr.  Weigel  is  president.  This  company  deals  in  springs  only.  The 
service  department  and  factory  is  situated  at  380  Oak  street,  while  the 
warehouse,  store  and  office  are  located  at  520  Ellicott  street.  Frey  the 
Wheel  Man,  Incorporated,  also  has  a  branch  plant  at  Rochester,  New  York. 

Mr.  Weigel  is  a  member  and  eastern  director  of  the  National  Wheel 
and  Rim  Association,  covering  all  territory  east  of  Chicago.  He  is  an 
active  member  and  a  director  of  the  Associated  Gasoline  and  Auto  Dealers, 
Incorporated,  of  Buffalo,  and  was  also  president  for  four  years.  He  is 
a  member  and  director  of  the  Ellicott  Oak  Business  Men’s  Association  of 
Buffalo,  and  was  president  two  years.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Association  of  Credit  Men,  the  Buffalo  Planning  Commission,  the 
Lions  Club  (vice  president),  honorary  member  of  St.  Boniface  Y.  M.  S., 
of  which  he  was  president  two  years;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.; 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club  and 
fourth  degree  member  of  Commandery  No.  204,  Knights  of  St.  John,  of 
which  order  he  was  president  two  terms  and  is  now  a  lieutenant.  Mr. 
Weigel’s  political  affiliation  is  nominally  republican,  but  he  votes  an  inde¬ 
pendent  ticket.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic 
Church  parish. 

Mr.  Weigel  was  married  June  7,  1916,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Eleanor  T. 
Fath,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rose  (Adolf) 
Fath.  Mrs.  Weigel  was  educated  in  St.  Louis  parochial  school  at  Buffalo, 
and  is  a  communicant  of  this  parish.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weigel’s  two  sons, 
Paul  and  Frederick,  both  died  in  infancy. 


TED  ANDREW  CLARKE 

Ted  A.  Clarke,  one  of  the  best  known  general  insurance  representa¬ 
tives  In  Buffalo,  has  been  connected  with  the  insurance  business  almost 
from  the  beginning  of  his  business  career.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
February  8,  1889,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Julia  (Diehl)  Clarke.  Edward 
Clarke  was  also  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the  insurance 
business  in  this  city,  having  been  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Insurance 
Company.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Diehl,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Louise 
(Smith)  Diehl,  the  former  a  pioneer  druggist  of  Buffalo,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  his  time  and  a  representative  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  oldest  families. 
Ted  A.  Clarke  is  the  first  in  order  of  birth  of  four  children  born  to  his 
parents,  the  others  being  his  two  brothers,  George  D.  and  John  D.,  both 
of  whom  are  veterans  of  the  World  war,  and  a  sister,  Louise. 
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Ted  A.  Clarke  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Biltmore  Forest  School.  He  started  in  business  as  a  lumberman 
but  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance  field,  becoming  connected 
with  the  Buffalo  Casualty  &  Realty  Company.  He  found  this  line  of 
activity  profitable  and  congenial  and  in  1913  opened  his  present  office  at 
155  Pearl  street,  Buffalo.  Mr.  Clarke  represents  a  number  of  the  leading 
fire  insurance  companies  of  the  country  and  has  built  up  a  business  that 
ranks  with  the  successful  insurance  agencies  of  Buffalo.  He  is  an  ener¬ 
getic  and  progressive  business  man  and  his  success  is  the  natural  result 
of  combining  those  characteristics  with  clean,  straightforward  business 
methods.  Among  his  other  business  interests,  he  is  president  of  the  Citi¬ 
zens  Safe  Deposit  Company. 

Mr.  Clarke  married  Miss  Aline  Howard,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Buffalo  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  R.  and  Isabelle  (Griffin)  Howard. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  George  H.,  born  December  11, 
1916;  Theodore  A.,  Jr.,  born  in  October,.  1918 ;  and  Isabelle  H.,  born  in 
April,  1920.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  Mystic 
Art  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  his  religious 
membership  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he 
gives  liberal  support,  as  he  does  also  to  all  other  benevolent  or  charitable 
causes.  Because  of  his  successful  business  record,  his  strong  personal 
qualities  and  his  friendly  manner,  he  commands  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  a  wide  acquaintanceship,  and  many  of  his  warmest  friends  have 
known  him  from  boyhood. 


THOMAS  MORTON  GIBSON 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  honorable  dry  goods  merchants  of  Buffalo 
was  the  late  Thomas  Morton  Gibson,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death  on 
October  12,  1923,  was  vice  president  of  the  firm  of  Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson,  with  which  company  he  had  been  associated  for  over  a  half 
century.  He  was  widely  regarded  as  a  most  representative  citizen  of 
Buffalo,  and  as  one  interested  in  all  worthy  charitable  and  civic  move¬ 
ments.  His  uniform  courtesy,  his  loyalty  to  his  associates  and  friends 
and  his  strict  code  of  honor,  brought  to  him  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
hosts  of  fellow  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  born  at  Kilmar¬ 
nock,  Scotland,  July  11,  1845,  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Fraser)  Gibson, 
the  family  having  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  Ayrshire.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  eleven  children,  and  received  his  education  in  a  private 
school  taught  by  William  Fraser  at  Kilmarnock.  After  leaving  school, 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  in  1864  he 
came  to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel,  landing  at  St.  Johns,  New  Bruns- 
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wick,  after  a  voyage  covering  forty-two  days.  At  St.  Johns  he  worked 
for  two  years  in  a  dry  goods  store,  and  then  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  visited  his  birth¬ 
place  at  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  United  States 
came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  began  work  as  a  clerk  in  the  linen  department 
of  the  store  of  Adam  &  Meldrum.  After  a  few  years  in  this  capacity, 
he  was  promoted  to  floor  manager,  and  later  to  manager  of  the  retail 
department.  A  new  corporation  was  formed  under  the  title  of  Adam, 
Meldrum  &  Anderson  Co.,  and  Mr.  Gibson  became  a  principal  in  the 
firm.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Gibson  was  elected  to  fill 
his  place  as  managing  partner  and  director,  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
elder  Mr.  Adam  in  1904,  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  St.  Mary’s-on-the- 
Hill  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belonged  to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No. 
441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Buffalo  Club,  St.  Andrews  Scottish  Club  and  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

On  January  6,  1876,  Thomas  Morton  Gibson  was  married  to  Lavancha 
T.  Stannard,  a  daughter  of  Walter  and  Lavancha  (Sharp)  Stannard  and 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Buffalo.  She  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  December  17,  1850.  Her  father,  Walter  Stannard,  was  born  at 
Kinderbrook,  New  York,  January  4,  1808,  and  her  mother  was  born  at 
Whitesboro,  New  York,  May  28,  1810.  Walter  Stannard  was  a  son  of 
Captain  Asa  and  Sarah  (Bidwell)  Stannard  (the  earlier  generation  using 
one  n  in  the  name).  Captain  Asa  Stannard  was  born  in  Westbrook,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  pioneer  days.  During  the  War 
of  1812,  his  battery  stood  at  the  corner  of  Niagara  and  Vermont  streets, 
where  St.  Mary’s  Church  now  is  situated.  He  was  also  owner  of  a  ship¬ 
yard  located  at  Black  Rock  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  during  the  conflict,  and  was  confined  for  a  time  in  Canada.  La¬ 
vancha  Sharp,  mother  of  Mrs.  Gibson,  was  a  daughter  of  August  and 
Tirzah  (Crane)  Sharp,  the  old  Sharp  farm  having  been  situated  in  what 
is  now  Buffalo’s  busiest  section,  Main  street  between  Tupper  and  Chip¬ 
pewa.  Through  the  Bidwells,  Mrs.  Gibson  is  also  related  to  another  old 
Buffalo  family,  Bidwell  parkway  having  been  named  in  honor  of  this 
family.  Mrs.  Gibson,  although  eighty  years  of  age,  is  very  active  in  social 
and  club  circles  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Daughters  of 
1812,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Both  Mrs.  Gibson 
and  Edla  S.  Gibson  are  members  of  the  New  York  State  Historical  Associ¬ 
ation.  For  many  years  Mrs.  Gibson  has  been  on  the  Board  of  Church 
Charities  Foundation.  She  was  educated  at  the  convent  of  Mercy  and 
in  the  Misses  Langdon  School  of  Buffalo.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  there 
were  born  two  children,  Walter  Fraser  Gibson,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  and  Edla  Stannard  Gibson. 

Edla  Stannard  Gibson,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  was  educated  in  the  normal 
school  and  at  St.  Margaret’s  School.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  Town  Club,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
the  Daughters  of  1812,  the  Colonial  Dames,  the  Old  Fort  Niagara  Associ- 
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ation  and  the  Humane  Society,  of  which  she  is  a  director.  She  is  also  on 
the  Board  of  Church  Charity  Foundations.  Miss  Gibson  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  history,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  Old  Fort  Niagara  Association.  Her  work  in  charities  and 
in  the  Humane  Society  is  also  to  be  noted  to  her  credit.  She  and  her 
mother  reside  at  396  Porter  avenue,  Buffalo. 


HON.  GREENLEAF  SCOTT  VAN  GORDER 

For  thirty-four  years  Greenleaf  Scott  Van  Gorder  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  during  this  period  has 
acquired  a  notable  place  at  the  local  bar.  His  career  has  been  one  of 
accomplishment,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  litigations  conducted  in  western  New  York.  He  has  held  public 
position  with  honor  to  himself  and  his  constituents,  and  has  consistently 
followed  the  course  of  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Van  Gorder  is  descended,  upon  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides,  from  many  of  the  most  distinguished  pioneer  families  of  New  York 
state,  members  of  which  fought  in  the  Colonial  wars,  War  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  and  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  born  at  York,  Livingston  county, 
New  York,  June  2,  1855,  a  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  (Morehouse) 
Van  Gorder.  His  father  was  born  at  Athens,  Pennsylvania,  August  16, 
1818,  and  died  at  York,  New  York,  March  12,  1855,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years.  He  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business  until  the  time 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  a  whig,  and 
supported  William  H.  Harrison  for  president.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Helm)  Van  Gorder,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  in  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  and  died  at  Geneseo,  Livingston  county,  in  1851.  His 
wife  was  likewise  a  native  of  Ulster  county,  and  died  at  Geneseo  in  1851. 
She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker  of  Kingston, 
New  York,  and  died  at  White  Pigeon,  Michigan.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
state  assembly  and  also  in  the  session  of  1796.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  safety  of  Ulster  county  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  was 
a  member  of  the  first  constitutional  convention  of  the  state,  held  at 
Poughkeepsie  in  1788,  which  ratified  the  Federal  Constitution,  adopted  at 
Philadelphia  in  1787,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  second  United  States 
congress.  He  was  a  notable  figure  during  the  revolutionary  period,  and 
politically  was  an  adherent  of  Governor  George  Clinton. 

John  Van  Gorder  was  a  son  of  William  and  Helena  (Sherrard)  Van 
Gorder.  William  Van  Gorder  was  born  at  New  Windsor,  Orange  county, 
New  York,  and  died  at  White  Pigeon,  Michigan.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  from  New  Jersey  and  was  pensioned.  He  was 
a  son  of  William  Vredenburg  Van  Gorder,  who  also  served  in  the  same 
war  from  New  Jersey.  His  wife,  Helena,  was  born  near  Deer  Park 
(now  Port  Jervis),  New  York. 

William  Van  Gorder  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Albert  Gysbert  Van 
Gorder,  who  was  the  first  Van  Gorder  born  in  America,  his  birth  having 
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occurred  at  Albany  about  1655.  He  died  in  Ulster  county,  New  York. 
He  was  a  son  of  Albert  Gysbertse,  a  native  of  Gelderland,  Holland,  who 
came  to  New  York  about  1630,  when  a  youth.  He  married  Aeltje  Wygerts 
and  lived  at  Fort  Orange  (Albany),  New  York,  until  1660.  He  went  to 
Wiltwyck  (now  Kingston)  and  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  First  Dutch 
Reformed  Church.  In  May,  1662,  he  was  appointed  a  schepen  (one  of 
the  three  rulers  of  the  community)  by  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant  and 
served  two  years,  dying  in  the  summer  of  1664.  Albert  Gysbert  Van 
Gorder  married  Rachel  Rosecrans,  a  native  of  Ulster  county,  whose  father 
was  a  native  of  Holland,  and  an  ancestor  of  Major-General  William  S. 
Rosecrans,  who  was  a  member  of  congress,  United  States  minister  to 
Mexico  and  was  registrar  of  the  treasury  under  President  Cleveland. 

Elizabeth  (Morehouse)  Van  Gorder,  the  mother  of  Greenleaf  Scott 
Van  Gorder,  was  born  at  Hebron,  Washington  county,  New  York,  March 

11,  1821,  and  died  at  West  Almond,  Allegany  county,  New  York,  March 

12,  1902.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Johnston)  Morehouse. 

Peter  Morehouse  was  born  at  Hebron  and  there  died.  He  was  a 

farmer  by  occupation  and  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife  was 
born  at  Argyle,  Washington  county,  and  died  at  Bethany,  Genesee  county, 
New  York.  Peter  Morehouse  was  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Thankful  (Gray) 
Morehouse,  both  natives  of  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and  both  died  at 
Hebron,  New  York. 

Isaac  Morehouse  served  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
pensioned.  He  was  an  orderly  with  General  George  Washington,  was 
present  when  General  Washington  signed  the  death  warrant  of  Major 
Andre,  the  British  spy,  and  also  witnessed  the  execution  of  this  English 
officer.  He  was  engaged  in  practically  all  the  important  battles  fought 
on  New  York  ground,  and  was  with  General  Greene  in  the  latter’s  southern 
campaign,  fought  at  Eutaw  Springs,  Cowpens,  Guilford  Court  House, 
and  was  with  General  Washington  at  Valley  Forge  and  at  the  surrender 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Jamestown.  Isaac  Morehouse  also  served  his 
country  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  engaged  with  six  of  his  sons 
(including  Peter)  at  the  Battle  of  Plattsburg,  New  York,  in  1814.  Isaac 
Morehouse  was  a  son  of  Colonel  Andrew  and  Phoebe  (Hurd)  Morehouse, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  Andrew  died  in  Putnam  county,  formerly  a 
part  of  Dutchess  county,  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  New  York  state. 

Andrew  Morehouse  was  a  colonel  of  a  Dutchess  county  regiment  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  a  member  of  the  assembly  during  the  first  two 
sessions,  1777,  1778,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Morehouse,  who 
lived  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  in  1640. 

Greenleaf  Scott  Van  Gorder  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Geneseo  and  Angelica,  New  York,  and  in  the  academic  department  of 
Alfred  University.  Having  determined  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  law 
as  his  life’s  work,  he  read  his  Blackstone  in  the  offices  of  Sanford  and 
Bowen  and  Richardson,  Flenagin  and  Smith,  of  Angelica,  New  York, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  15,  1877.  On  the  7th  day  of  August 
following,  he  located  in  the  village  of  Pike,  Wyoming  county,  where  he 
practiced  alone  for  a  number  of  years.  He  came  to  Buffalo  June  1,  1896, 
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and  here  established  an  office,  maintaining  his  Pike  office  during  the  same 
time.  He  organized  the  firm  of  Bartlett,  Van  Gorder,  White  &  Holt, 
which  lasted  until  June,  1899,  at  which  time  the  firm  was  reorganized  as 
Van  Gorder,  Holt,  Hickey  &  Craine,  which  arrangement  continued  until 
1918.  Since  then,  Mr.  Van  Gorder  has  practiced  alone,  but  is  associated 
with  Hon.  William  J.  Hickey,  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building. 

Mr.  Van  Gorder  has  been  active  in  the  republican  party  for  many 
years.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Pike  for  five  years,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  state  assembly  from  Wyoming  county  for  two  years.  For 
four  years,  he  served  as  state  senator  from  the  thirtieth  senatorial  dis¬ 
trict,  comprising  the  counties  of  Livingston,  Genesee,  Niagara  and  Wyom¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Van  Gorder  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Pike, 
New  York.  He  belongs  to  Triluminar  Lodge,  No.  543,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  at  Pike.  He  is  a  member  of  Wyoming  Chapter,  No.  181,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  at  Warsaw,  New  York;  of  Batavia  Commandery,  No.  34, 
Knights  Templar,  at  Batavia,  New  York.;  of  Keystone  Council,  No.  20, 
Royal  and  Select  Masons,  at  Buffalo;  and  Cypress  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  at  Albany,  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Past  Masters  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society.  For  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Van  Gorder  was  a  trustee 
of  Pike  Seminary,  until  the  school  was  joined  by  consent  of  the  regents 
with  district  school  No.  8.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Holland  Society  of 
New  York  city,  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

On  August  29,  1878,  Greenleaf  Scott  Van  Gorder  was  married  at  Pike, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Eva  E.  Lyon,  a  native  of  Hume,  Allegany  county, 
New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Josephus  and  Elmyriett  (Gilchrist)  Lyon, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
the  mother  of  Washington  county,  New  York.  Mrs.  Van  Gorder  was 
educated  at  Pike  Seminary,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Pike,  also  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Gorder  have  become  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary  E.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Pike  Seminary,  and  is  secretary  to  the  principal  of  Elemen¬ 
tary  school  No.  54,  having  been  a  teacher  of  German  and  Latin  prior 
to  the  World  war.  She  also  belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 


EDWARD  N.  MILLS 

An  able  representative  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  Edward  N.  Mills  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  work  of  the  courts  as  a  general  practitioner,  also 
filling  important  offices  along  the  line  of  his  profession.  He  was  born  in 
this  city,  July  26,  1879,  and  traces  his  lineage  in  the  paternal  line  to  the 
year  1684,  when  members  of  the  family  were  residing  in  Old  Swinford, 
County  Worcester,  England.  His  grandfather,  George  Mills,  was  born 
in  York,  England,  March  4,  1798,  and  as  a  young  man  sought  his  fortune 
in  America.  In  1842  he  established  his  home  in  Buffalo  and  here  resided 
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until  his  death,  January  10,  1869.  The  father,  George  H.  Mills,  was  born 
in  this  city  on  the  12th  of  November,  1852,  and  became  office  manager 
for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Coal  Company,  with  which  he 
continued  for  thirty  years.  In  1918  he  entered  the  internal  revenue  service 
and  was  thus  employed  until  his  death  on  the  9th  of  December,  1923.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Birmingham,  was  born  in 
Buffalo  in  1855  and  passed  away  in  April,  1927.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  natives  of  this  city.  George  F.,  the 
eldest,  served  in  the  United  States  Medical  Corps  during  the  World  war, 
holding  the  rank  of  captain.  He  received  the  M.  D.  degree  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  and  has  engaged  in  practice  for  thirty  years,  becoming 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Oneida,  New  York.  He 
married  Miss  Nan  Devereaux,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Ruth,  who  is  attending  Trinity  College  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
John  J.,  born  in  December,  1877,  is  manager  of  the  Occidental  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  and  resides  in  Chicago.  In  Buffalo  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ethyol  Miller,  a  native  of  the  city,  and  their  children  are  Rosaline 
and  Frances.  Alice  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  D.  McGarry,  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man,  who  makes  his  home  in  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children,  John, 
Betty  and  James.  Catherine  was  married  to  William  W.  Pinkee,  now 
superintendent  of  the  Automobile  Body  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Catherine,  Mary  and 
William.  Harry  C.  married  Marion  Hammond  and  is  engaged  in  the 
advertising  business  in  New  York  city.  Albert  V.,  who  is  also  identified 
with  advertising  interests  of  New  York  city,  married  Rebecca  Ferris,  of 
Chicago,  and  they  have  two  children,  Patricia  and  Albert.  The  sons, 
Harry  C.  and  Albert  V.,  enlisted  at  Buffalo  and  were  sent  to  the  same 
training  camp.  As  members  of  a  trench  mortar  battery  they  fought  side 
by  side  on  the  principal  fronts  in  France  and  Belgium,  remaining  under 
fire  for  long  periods,  and  both  were  discharged  in  the  spring  of  1919. 

Edward  N.  Mills,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  was  graduated  from 
St.  Joseph’s  College  in  Buffalo  in  1898  and  next  enrolled  in  the  law  school 
of  Buffalo  University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in 
1901.  While  a  student  in  the  latter  institution  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  athletic  sports,  playing  on  its  football  team  for  three  years,  and  for 
two  years  was  coach  for  the  football  team  of  the  Lafayette  high  school. 
With  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  New  York  in  1901  he  started  in  general 
practice  in  Buffalo  and  was  alone  until  1925,  when  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Albrecht  &  Maguire  under  the  present  firm  name  of  Albrecht, 
Maguire  &  Mills,  with  offices  on  the  thirteenth  floor  of  the  Genesee  build¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Mills  added  to  his  professional  prestige  by  the  fine  record  which 
he  made  in  the  following  offices.  He  was  assistant  state’s  attorney  for 
two  years,  living  in  Albany  during  that  period  and  also  during  the  four 
years  of  his  service  as  attorney  for  the  state  comptroller,  after  which  he 
became  assistant  United  States  attorney,  a  position  which  he  filled  for 
three  years. 

In  1910  Mr.  Mills  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Shalloe, 
a  native  of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Shalloe,  now 
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deceased.  There  are  six  children  of  this  marriage:  Edward  N.,  Jr., 
John  S.,  George  H.,  Elizabeth  Ann,  Robert  I.  and  Mary  S.  The  family 
adhere  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  are  communicants  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Cathedral.  In  politics  Mr.  Mills  is  a  strong  democrat,  active  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  party,  whose  interests  he  has  promoted  as  a  member  of  ward, 
district  and  other  committees.  He  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Crescent  Beach  Yacht  Club,  Delta  Chi, 
a  legal  fraternity,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association.  In  all  of  his  legal  work  he  has  been  guided 
by  a  high  standard  of  service,  thus  winning  the  approbation  and  respect 
of  his  professional  colleagues  and  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  general 
public. 


MAJOR  WALTER  FRASER  GIBSON 

The  untimely  death  of  Major  Walter  Fraser  Gibson  removed  from 
Buffalo  one  of  her  foremost  citizens  and  representative  business  men.  He 
was  a  managing  partner  of  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  department 
store,  with  which  his  father  had  been  connected  for  many  years,  and 
moreover,  he  had  a  distinguished  record  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Major  Gibson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  20,  1876,  the  only  son 
of  Thomas  Morton  and  Lavancha  T.  (Stannard)  Gibson,  both  of  whom 
are  referred  to  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  attended 
Central  high  school  and  Nichols  school  in  Buffalo  before  entering  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  where  he  took  the  electrical 
engineering  course  and  graduated  in  1898  with  the  Ph.  B.  degree.  He 
travelled  for  a  year  after  his  graduation,  then  for  a  time  was  employed 
in  the  freight  department  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  at  Buffalo.  In 
1900  he  became  connected  with  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Com¬ 
pany  and  continued  in  that  connection  until  his  death,  serving  in  different 
capacities.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  assistant  superintendent,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  and  a  managing  partner  of  the  company.  In 
March,  1906,  he  joined  the  Seventy-fourth  Infantry  of  the  New  York  Na¬ 
tional  Guard,  and  was  made  a  first  lieutenant.  One  year  later  he  organ¬ 
ized  Company  M,  of  that  regiment,  when  the  quota  was  increased  from 
eight  to  twelve  companies,  and  became  its  captain,  serving  until  1916 
when  he  was  promoted  to  major,  the  regiment  being  on  the  Texas  border 
at  that  time.  When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war,  Major 
Gibson  left  Buffalo  early  in  1918,  with  the  Seventy-fourth  Infantry  and 
shortly  after,  when  the  regiment  was  broken  up,  he  was  transferred,  be¬ 
coming  adjutant  general  of  the  Second  Provisional  Brigade  at  Camp 
Wadsworth,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and  was  subsequently  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  anti-aircraft  machine  gun  battalion  at  Kelly  Field, 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  which  was  being  formed  when  the  armistice  was 
signed. 

He  returned  to  Buffalo  in  the  spring  of  1919  and  resumed  his  duties 
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with  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company.  Major  Gibson  had  been 
a  member  of  the  military  staffs  of  Governor  Dix  and  Governor  Whitman 
and  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  American  Legion  in  Buffalo, 
being  a  charter  member  of  Semper  Fidelis  Post  No.  356.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  Masons  in  Buffalo  and  in  recognition  of  his  services 
in  behalf  of  the  order,  received  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree  in  1915. 
He  was  past  master  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441 ;  high  priest 
of  Adytum  Chapter,  No.  234,  in  1908 ;  past  thrice  potent  master  of  Pal- 
mona  Lodge  of  Perfection  in  1912;  member  of  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery,  No.  30;  and  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life  Major  Gibson  was  well 
known  in  club  circles  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Niagara 
Country  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Yale  Club,  and  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  of  New  York  city.  He  had  travelled  extensively  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  had  made  several  trips  abroad.  He  belonged  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party. 

Major  Gibson  was  preeminently  a  gentleman  in  his  social  relations  and 
enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
for  honorable  principles  guided  him  at  all  points  in  his  career. 

He  was  instantly  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  near  Snyder,  New 
York,  December  20th,  1919,  and  interment  was  in  Forest  Lawn  cemetery. 


SIDNEY  STEVENS  WALCOTT 

Sidney  S.  Walcott,  who  is  prominently  connected  with  business  and 

financial  affairs  of  Buffalo  as  a  member  of  the  investment  securities  firm 

# 

of  Sidney  S.  Walcott  &  Company,  with  offices  at  486  Ellicott  Square 
building,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  since  1920,  and  during  the  sub¬ 
sequent  period  has  gained  a  position  of  high  merit  in  harmony  with  the 
ability  and  judgment  he  has  manifested  in  a  number  of  responsible  local 
connections. 

Sidney  S.  Walcott  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  October  2,  1892, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Charles  D.  and  Helena  B.  (Stevens)  Walcott.  His 
grandfather,  Charles  D.  Walcott,  Sr.,  was  born  at  New  York  Mills,  New 
York,  in  1818,  was  a  partner  in  the  Walcott  Spinning  Mills  of  that  place, 
and  there  died  in  1852.  His  wife,  Mary  (Lane)  Walcott,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  city,  and  died  at  Utica,  New  York.  Charles  D.  Walcott  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  honored  scientists  in  the  country,  and 
for  twenty  years  prior  to  his  demise  on  February  9,  1927,  had  been  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  for  seventeen 
years  was  head  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  having  received 
his  appointment  from  President  Cleveland.  During  the  World  war,  he 
was  chairman  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics. 
Charles  D.  Walcott  was  born  at  New  York  Mills,  New  York,  March  31, 
1850,  a  son  of  Charles  D.  (Sr.)  and  Mary  (Lane)  Walcott.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Utica,  New  York,  and  in  1897  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Hamilton  College.  He  received  a  like 
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degree  from  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1901 ;  from  Johns  Hopkins 
University  in  1902;  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1903;  from 
Yale  College  in  1910;  from  St.  Andrews  College  in  1911;  and  from  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1912.  He  was  given  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Science  by  Cambridge  University  of  England  in  1909;  by  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1913;  and  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from 
Royal  Frederick  University  of  Christiania,  Norway,  in  1911.  The  above 
honors  are  indications  of  the  preeminent  position  occupied  by  Doctor 
Walcott  in  the  world  of  science.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Helena  B.  (Stevens)  Walcott,  the  mother  of 
Sidney  S.  Walcott,  was  born  at  Rochester,  New  York,  February  16,  1858, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Sidney  Augustus  Stevens.  Mrs.  Walcott  met  her 
death  in  a  railroad  accident  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  July  11,  1911,  at 
which  time  she  was  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sidney  S.  Walcott  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  and  later  graduated  from  the  Telluride  Association  at  Provo, 
Utah.  He  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Cornell  University,  and  from 
that  institution  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1915.  He  first 
became  associated  with  Bonbright  &  Company,  brokers,  at  New  York 
city,  and  so  continued  until  1917,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  and  was  sent  to  the  officers  training  camp  at  Platts- 
burg.  Here  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  and  then  sent  to 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  with  the  Twenty-seventh  Division.  In 
November  following,  he  was  transferred  to  the  air  service  and  stationed 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  with  which  rank 
he  was  honorably  discharged  after  the  armistice.  Mr.  Walcott  then  re¬ 
sumed  his  connection  with  Bonbright  &  Company  of  New  York  city,  in 
the  corporate  department,  and  there  remained  until  he  became  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Dunlop  Tire  Company  of  America,  and 
moved  to  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  the  construction  of  their  factory  here 
in  1920.  He  remained  with  this  company  for  two  years,  then  in  1922 
became  associated  with  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company  (now  the  M.  &  T. 
Bank)  as  a  bond  salesman,  continuing  until  July,  1924,  when  he  became 
an  employee  of  Messrs.  Hemphill,  Noyes  &  Company  in  their  Buffalo 
office,  acting  as  a  salesman  until  January  1,  1925.  On  that  date  he  became 
a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Lyon,  Walcott  &  Company,  and  engaged  in  thd 
investment  securities  business  in  the  M.  &  T.  building.  This  firm  was  dis¬ 
solved  in  1928,  and  the  present  organization  of  Sidney  S.  Walcott  &  Com¬ 
pany  was  formed,  as  it  now  exists.  This  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
firms  in  the  city  dealing  in  investment  securities,  and  has  a  wide  clientele. 
The  firm  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange,  an  associate  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  New  York  Curb,  and  correspondent  of  Messrs.  Kidder,  Pea¬ 
body  &  Company.  Mr.  Walcott  belongs  to  the  Investment  Bankers  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  America,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Fedders  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  affiliation,  and  his 
religious  connection  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Buffalo,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon.  Mr.  Walcott  holds  membership 
in  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Cham- 
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ber  of  Commerce,  the  Bankers  Club  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Telluride 
Association  of  Ithaca,  New  York. 

On  June  30,  1917,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Sidney  S.  Walcott  and  Miss  Helen  Davis,  who  is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  S.  and  Evelyn  (Adair)  Davis.  She  was  educated  at 
the  Packer  Institute  of  Brooklyn,  and  in  1917  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Cornell  University.  She  is  an  Episcopalian.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walcott  have  become  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Evelyn  Breese 
Walcott,  born  September  27,  1918,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  The  family 
residence  is  at  80  Cleveland  avenue,  Buffalo. 


ISAAC  BOASBERG 

One  of  the  most  esteemed  and  respected  citizens  of  Buffalo  was  the 
late  Isaac  Boasberg,  who  was  a  diamond  broker  and  a  man  of  marked 
public  spirit  and  fine  personal  character.  He  possessed  a  high  conception 
of  his  social  and  civic  duties,  and  throughout  his  life  was  loyal  to  these 
ideals.  He  made  hosts  of  friends  through  his  honorable  dealings  and 
careful  consideration  of  his  fellows.  Mr.  Boasberg  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  March  4,  1851,  and  was  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Rachel  Boasberg. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  youth.  They  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  Nathan  Boasberg 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business,  and  he  was  a  man  of  high  standing  in 
the  city. 

Isaac  Boasberg  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  but  abandoned 
the  classroom  to  enter  a  law  office,  with  the  intention  of  becoming  an 
attorney  but  found,  after  a  time,  that  the  law  did  not  appeal  to  him. 
Accordingly  he  entered  the  employ  of  Brock  &  Weiner,  wholesale  clothing 
merchants,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  short  time  only.  He  then  estab¬ 
lished  business  as  a  broker,  dealing  principally  in  diamonds,  and  in  this 
connection  continued  with  gratifying  success  until  his  retirement  a  few 
months  prior  to  his  death  on  March  21,  1920.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Apollo  Club  and  the  Beth  Zion  Temple.  Mr.  Boasberg  was  a  close  per¬ 
sonal  friend  of  Grover  Cleveland,  and  at  the  time  of  the  latter’s  election 
to  the  presidency  was  very  active  in  the  local  activities  of  the  democratic 
party. 

In  1897  Mr.  Boasberg  was  married  to  Miss  Cecelia  Levy,  a  daughter 
of  Phillip  and  Amelia  Levy  of  Berlin,  Germany.  Mrs.  Boasberg  came  to 
the  United  States  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  made  her  home  with 
an  uncle,  Magnus  Weiner,  at  Buffalo.  She  was  educated  in  the  Victoria 
School  and  Seminary  in  Germany,  and  in  that  country  passed  her  exam¬ 
inations  for  teaching.  After  her  arrival  in  Buffalo,  she  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  teacher  of  German,  French,  and  psychology  in  the  Central  high 
school,  and  engaged  in  this  work  prior  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boasberg  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  have  manifested 
the  brilliant  intellectual  attainments  of  their  father  and  mother.  Isaac 
Boasberg  did  not  have  great  school  experience,  but  was  a  thorough  and 
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interested  student  and  a  keen  observer  during  his  entire  life,  acquiring 
wide  and  comprehensive  knowledge  through  his  own  efforts.  Nathaniel 
E.  Boasberg,  the  first  of  the  family,  attended  public  school  No.  56  and 
the  Lafayette  high  school,  and  graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  is  now  statistician  with  the  Babcock  &  Schoellkopf  Company 
of  Buffalo.  Emily  Clare  Boasberg,  now  Mrs.  Louis  C.  Bloomberg,  resides 
in  New  York  city.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  Vassar 
College,  and  Columbia  University,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Ellin 
Bloomberg.  Harriet  Boasberg,  who  lives  with  her  mother,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  attended  Roanoke  College  and  Columbia 
University.  Robert  Boasberg,  who  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high 
school  and  Yale  University  and  later  from  the  Yale  Law  School,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York,  and  is  now  connected  with  the  promi¬ 
nent  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth  of  Buffalo. 
He  attained  high  scholastic  honors  at  Yale,  and  was  given  membership  in 
the  honorary  fraternity  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Law  Journal,  received  the  research  scholarship  in  law  school,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  water  polo  team  and  was  given  a  place  on  the  mythical  All- 
American  collegiate  team.  Charles  Boasberg,  a  twin  brother  of  Robert, 
graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  with  high  honors,  and  won  a 
scholarship  in  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution  he  likewise 
graduated  with  honors.  He  is  now  affiliated  with  a  brokerage  house  in 
New  York  city.  All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Buffalo,  where  Mrs. 
Isaac  Boasberg  and  her  daughter  now  reside  at  555  Lafayette  avenue. 


GEORGE  EUSTACE  PHILLIES 

The  story  of  the  rise  to  eminent  success  in  the  law  which  has  been 
attained  by  George  Eustace  Phillies,  of  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  in  the  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Phillies  came  to  the 
United  States  from  his  native  Greece  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
with  no  more  advantages  apparently  than  any  other  emigrant  boy,  but 
he  very  shortly  manifested  those  qualities  which  subsequently  brought 
him  to  the  top,  and  proved  that  he  possessed  ability  beyond  the  ordinary. 
He  had  ambition,  courage,  initiative,  and  good  judgment;  he  had  the 
stability  and  pride  bequeathed  to  him  by  generations  of  one  of  the  best 
and  oldest  of  Greek  families.  His  career  from  the  time  he  stepped  upon 
American  soil  has  been  one  of  assiduous  study,  skillful  management  of 
his  affairs,  and  scholarly  conduct  of  the  litigation  which  has  come  to  him 
as  a  practicing  lawyer.  Mr.  Phillies  could  have  easily  been  a  merchant 
of  influence  and  wealth,  but  he  chose  the  more  classical  plane  of  the  law 
as  his  field,  and  his  judgment  has  been  well  justified  by  the  signal  success 
he  has  won.  His  offices  are  located  at  1094  Ellicott  Square  building  in 
Buffalo. 

George  E.  Phillies  was  born  in  Corinth,  Greece,  May  15,  1888,  a 
grandson  of  Demetrius  Phillies,  who  was  a  wealthy  property  owner  of 
Greece,  and  a  son  of  Eustace  and  Katherine  (Psychoyos)  Phillies.  The 
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Phillies  lineage  can  be  traced  back  to  the  twelfth  century,  and  the  family 
is  a  distinguished  one  of  Greece.  Eustace  Phillies  was  born  in  Corinth, 
in  May,  1845,  and  died  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  November  11,  1906, 
while  visiting  in  this  country.  He  was  a  merchant  by  occupation,  very 
active  in  political  affairs  in  Greece,  member  of  the  Liberal  party,  and 
mayor  of  Nenea,  one  of  the  principalities  of  that  time.  He  belonged  to 
the  Greek  Orthodox  Church.  Katherine  (Psychoyos)  Phillies,  the  mother 
of  George  E.,  was  born  in  Corinth,  Greece,  in  1851,  and  there  died  May 
27,  1902.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  Psychoyos,  the 
father  having  been  a  merchant. 

George  E.  Phillies  attended  the  public  schools  of  Corinth  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  then  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  found  employment  in  retail  stores  and  in  a  hat 
factory.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  came  to  Niagara  Falls,  New  York, 
where  he  conducted  a  hat  cleaning  business  of  his  own.  He  had  been 
thrifty,  and  during  this  time  he  saved  money  for  the  future.  For  seven 
or  eight  months  he  also  worked  in  the  factory  of  the  Community  Silver¬ 
ware  Company  at  Niagara  Falls,  then  went  to  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  established  a  hat  cleaning  business,  and  also  attended  the  Tech¬ 
nical  high  school  at  nights  for  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  attended  Central  high  school,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1912. 
At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Phillies  was  conducting  no  less  than  three  separate 
and  distinct  business  enterprises  in  Buffalo.  He  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
Buffalo  Candy  Kitchen  at  254  Main  street;  operated  the  Heliotrope  Sight 
Seeing  Bus  Line,  one  of  the  pioneer  bus  lines  of  the  city ;  and  was  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Crystal  Lunch  Room  at  7  East  Genesee  street.  Having 
completed  his  high  school  studies,  Mr.  Phillies  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  from  this  institution  in  1915,  while  in  1917  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  state.  He  then  disposed  of  his  business  interests, 
and  confined  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  his  newly  acquired  profession, 
specializing  as  a  trial  lawyer,  with  offices  in  the  Morgan  building.  In  1925 
he  became  head  of  the  firm  of  Phillies  &  Weil,  his  partner  being  Elmer  R. 
Weil,  with  offices  in  the  Liberty  Bank  building.  This  arrangement  existed 
until  1929,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  but  they  continued  as 
associates  with  offices  on  the  tenth  floor  of  the  Ellicott  Square  building, 
which  is  the  present  status.  Mr.  Phillies  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican 
in  his  political  affiliation,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church, 
but  during  the  last  decade  has  been  connected  with  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Church  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school.  He  has  indulged  in  extensive 
travel  during  the  last  four  years,  and  has  twice  been  to  Europe.  During 
his  most  recent  trip,  he  was  appointed  special  commercial  plenipotentiary 
of  the  Greek  government  to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  bettering  commercial  relations  between  the  two  nations.  Mr.  Phillies 
is  a  member  of  Occidental  Lodge,  No.  766,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  also  holds  membership  in  the  Order  of  Ahepa,  of  which  he  is  supreme 
president. 
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On  January  24,  1909,  in  Greece,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Phillies 
and  Miss  Urania  Theodoracopoulos,  a  native  of  Greece,  and  a  daughter  of 
Major  George  Theodoracopoulos,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Army  of 
Greece.  Mrs.  Phillies  studied  in  the  normal  school  at  Athens,  Greece,  is 
a  member  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  and  now  belongs  to  the  Town 
Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillies  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Katherine  George  Phillies,  born  June  27,  1911;  Eustace 
George  Phillies,  born  September  30,  1912 ;  and  Phyllis  Thalia  Phillies,  born 
September  29,  1916.  They  reside  at  204  Hodge  avenue. 


LAURENCE  JOSEPH  BRENNAN 

Laurence  Joseph  Brennan,  whose  offices  are  located  in  the  Ellicott 
Square  building  in  Buffalo,  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  expert 
public  accountants  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  has  never  ceased  to  be 
a  student  of  his  profession.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  most  modern  thought 
in  accountancy,  and  employs  the  most  up-to-date  and  improved  methods 
in  his  work.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  6,  1893,  and  represents  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  here.  His  grandfather,  Peter  Bren¬ 
nan,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  his  youth,  locating  in  Buffalo, 
and  subsequently  became  one  of  the  leading  grain  merchants  of  this  city, 
where  he  engaged  in  business  for  many  years.  He  married  Margaret 
Nellany,  a  sister  of  Michael  Nellany,  who  was  also  numbered  among  the 
early  residents  of  Buffalo,  and  three  sons  and  a  daughter  were  born  to 
them:  Michael  J.,  William,  James  and  Mary. 

Their  eldest  son,  Michael  J.  Brennan,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February 
4,  1869,  and  remained  a  resident  here  until  his  demise  on  the  16th  of 
December,  1907.  He  was  a  stanch  democrat  but  never  sought  political 
office,  although  he  loyally  cooperated  in  all  civic  projects  of  worth.  His 
religious  views  were  in  harmony  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  faithful  communicant.  In  St.  Louis  Church 
of  Buffalo  he  was  married,  June  1,  1892,  to  Mary  Margaret  Volk,  who  was 
born  in  this  city,  November  13,  1870,  a  daughter  of  Valentine  and  Bar¬ 
bara  (Hamman)  Volk,  who  were  natives  of  Germany. 

By  her  marriage  to  Michael  J.  Brennan  their  daughter,  Mary  Mar¬ 
garet,  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Laurence  Joseph  Brennan,  who  was 
accorded  liberal  educational  advantages.  He  attended  Nardin  Academy 
and  Canisius  College,  both  of  Buffalo,  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  in  Boston  and  Columbia  University  of  New  York  city.  In  the  last 
named  institution  he  studied  accounting.  His  first  business  experience 
was  with  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  where  he  spent  five  years,  after 
which  he  acted  as  senior  cost  accountant  in  the  Bureau  of  Aircraft  Produc¬ 
tion  for  the  United  States  government.  He  was  next  associated  with  the 
New  York  &  Buffalo  Audit  Company  as  a  public  accountant,  later  becom¬ 
ing  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Frauenheim  &  Brennan,  public  accountants 
and  auditors.  Since  entering  upon  his  independent  professional  career 
in  1923,  Mr.  Brennan  has  won  a  substantial  measure  of  success  and  re- 
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serves  all  of  his  energies  for  his  chosen  line  of  activity,  which  includes 
general  accounting  of  all  kinds. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war  Mr.  Brennan  was 
brought  into  touch  with  the  great  activities  of  the  time.  Formerly  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Troop  I,  First  New  York  Cavalry,  National  Guard,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  Infantry  at  Fort  Nia¬ 
gara,  New  York,  November  27,  1917.  Assigned  to  the  Ninetieth  Division, 
he  was  sent  to  Camp  Travis  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  later  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  aviation  section  of  the  Signal  Corps  at  Kelly  Field,  San 
Antonio.  Following  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  he  was 
detailed  for  duty  with  the  Three  Hundred  and  Fifth  Battalion,  Tank 
Corps,  at  Camp  Polk,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  afterward  becoming  camp 
adjutant,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  December  13,  1918,  at  Camp  Greene,  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  after  which  he  was  recommissioned  a  captain  of  infantry 
in  the  Officers  Reserve  Corps.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  World  War,  the  American  Legion,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  the 
Lake  Shore  Hunt  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Catholic  Club 
of  Buffalo,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1918,  Mr.  Brennan  was  married,  in  St.  Joseph’s 
New  Cathedral,  to  Miss  Mary  Julia  Scherer,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
July  2,  1895,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Julia  (Sullivan)  Scherer. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brennan  have  four  children :  Richard  G.,  Virginia  Frances, 
Mary  Julia  and  William  J.  The  family  residence  is  at  39  Cleveland 
avenue. 


ALBERT  CHARLES  STERNS 

The  life  story  of  Albert  Charles  Sterns,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  and  president  of  the  Sterns  Electric  Equipment  Com¬ 
pany,  is  the  story  of  how  one  may  succeed  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  strewn 
in  his  path.  Grim,  stark  tragedy  visited  the  Sterns  home  when  Albert  C. 
Sterns  was  a  mere  child,  and  created  a  situation  with  which  a  brave 
mother,  with  her  four  children,  was  not  entirely  able  to  cope.  The  result 
was  that  Albert  C.  Sterns  began  life  with  certain  handicaps  which  tested 
his  courage  and  character  to  the  utmost,  but  at  the  same  time  those 
formative  years  of  his  life  brought  to  this  young  man  high  courage,  ver¬ 
satile  ability,  mounting  ambition,  and  a  familiarity  with  life  which  has 
been  a  distinct  asset  to  him  in  the  subsequent  years.  His  success  is  plain 
to  the  most  casual  observer ;  he  has  achieved  a  place  in  the  business  and 
civic  life  of  his  home  city  which  is  ample  indication  of  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  past,  and  he  has  become  widely  known  as  a  man  of  strict 
integrity,  of  authoritative  knowledge  in  his  profession,  and  keen  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  duties  toward  those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 

Albert  C.  Sterns  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  9,  1866, 
and  was  one  of  the  four  children  of  Julius  and  Annie  Sterns,  both  of  whom 
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are  deceased.  The  family  moved  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  in  1868,  and  in 
that  city  occurred  the  tragic  event  which  darkened  the  lives  of  the  mother 
and  her  children.  On  October  9,  1871,  the  city  of  Chicago  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  in  this  conflagration  Julius  Sterns  was  reported  to  have  lost 
his  life.  After  the  fire,  and  having  made  a  futile  search  for  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Sterns  returned  to  Buffalo  with  her  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
No  support  was  available  for  the  family  except  the  small  salary  which 
the  oldest  son,  Julius,  earned,  and  this  was  not  sufficient  for  all  of  them. 
Accordingly,  in  1873  the  two  younger  sons,  Albert  C.  and  Charles  F.,  were 
received  into  the  shelter  of  the  Buffalo  Orphans  Asylum.  Albert  C.  Sterns 
remained  here  until  he  was  nine  years  old,  when  he  was  adopted  by  a 
farmer,  R.  T.  Foote,  of  Glenwood,  New  York.  This  new  home  proved  to 
be  so  unattractive  to  the  youth  that  he  ran  away  in  1877,  when  eleven 
years  old,  and  came  back  to  Buffalo. 

Until  this  time,  the  only  education  Mr.  Sterns  had,  was  received  during 
the  twro  years  he  spent  in  the  orphan  asylum,  and  three  months  during 
each  of  the  two  winters  in  his  adopted  home  at  Glenwood.  After  coming 
to  Buffalo,  he  found  employment  with  the  firm  of  Harvey  &  Wallace, 
carriage  manufacturers,  and  for  his  work  he  was  allowed  a  weekly  wage 
of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  receiving  three  dollars  each  week,  the 
remaining  fifty  cents  being  allowed  to  accumulate  for  five  month  periods, 
and  only  to  be  used  for  clothing.  Out  of  the  three  dollars,  he  paid  an  aunt 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  week  for  board.  These  were  hard,  but 
valuable,  lessons  in  the  value  of  money.  In  1878,  then  twelve  years  old, 
Mr.  Sterns  found  employment  with  Welmer,  Brown  &  Mesmer,  becoming 
an  apprentice  carriage  painter.  However,  he  remained  in  this  trade  only 
two  years,  as  he  found  that  the  work  did  not  agree  with  his  health.  His 
next  position  was  taken  in  1880,  with  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  as 
assistant  to  the  engineer  and  also  in  the  care  of  the  lawn.  For  seven 
months  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1881  he  was  employed  on  the 
farm  of  Edward  Bidler  of  Bowmansville,  New  York,  and  for  his  services 
he  received  eight  dollars  per  month  and  his  board.  In  the  autumn  of 
1881,  he  returned  to  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  as  assistant  engineer 
and  ambulance  driver,  at  a  salary  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month.  In  the 
following  spring,  he  returned  to  the  farm  again  at  twelve  dollars  per 
month,  only  to  come  back  to  the  hospital  in  the  next  autumn.  In  1882, 
in  company  with  a  friend,  Paul  Hann,  Mr.  Sterns  went  to  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado,  where  they  first  worked  on  a  railroad,  then  secured  work  as  cow¬ 
boys.  The  life  of  the  range  appealed  to  Mr.  Sterns  and  he  remained  three 
years  in  that  occupation,  then  in  the  fall  of  1885  went  to  Los  Angeles, 
where  he  worked  long  hours  in  the  harvest  fields,  California  then  being 
a  grain  producing  state,  receiving  seven  dollars  per  day  for  his  labors. 
During  the  following  year,  Mr.  Sterns  and  his  friend,  who  was  yet  with 
him,  took  up  a  squatter’s  claim  at  the  head  of  the  San  Fernando  valley, 
but  in  the  year  1888  sold  the  property. 

Mr.  Sterns  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  again  became  engineer  and  ambu¬ 
lance  driver  for  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  retaining  this  position  for 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  became  interested  in  the  study  of  elec- 
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tricity.  He  purchased  a  set  of  castings  for  a  small  engine  and  generator, 
wound  the  generator  as  directed  and  mounted  both  on  a  wooden  frame, 
after  which  he  connected  the  steam  engine  with  the  plant  boiler  and 
thereby  started  a  midget  lighting  plant,  which  supplied  electric  light  for 
three  small  lamps.  This  was  a  proud  achievement,  and  encouraged  him 
to  proceed  still  further  in  his  efforts.  He  began  the  study  of  electrical 
engineering  in  a  night  school,  and  also  took  a  course  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Correspondence  Schools,  acquiring  thereby  a  good  fundamental 
knowledge  of  the  science.  He  repaired  generator  plants  and  worked  day 
and  night  wherever  he  could  in  order  to  gain  the  knowledge  and  experience 
he  desired.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  F.  P.  Jones  Electric 
Company,  as  assistant  to  his  brother,  Julius  Sterns,  who  was  a  silent 
partner  in  the  firm.  For  four  years  he  remained  with  this  concern.  The 
name  of  the  organization  was  changed  to  the  J.  C.  Sterns  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Albert  C.  Sterns  was  promoted  to  superintendent. 

In  1901  Mr.  Sterns  established  a  business  with  his  brother,  Charles  F. 
Sterns,  under  the  name  of  the  Sterns  Electric  Equipment  Company,  with 
offices  in  the  Builders  Exchange  building  in  Buffalo.  Julius  Sterns  like¬ 
wise  established  a  wholesale  supply  business,  and  the  Sterns  Electric 
Equipment  Company  took  over  the  contracting,  and  in  turn  agreed  to 
purchase  supplies  from  the  wholesale  house.  Business  developed  rapidly, 
and  in  1904  the  company  rented  a  floor  at  316  Pearl  street,  where  they 
remained  until  1909,  when  larger  quarters  became  necessary.  Then  a 
floor  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  building  on  Huron 
street  near  Pearl  was  rented,  and  in  1912  the  company  rented  the  entire 
building  at  66-70  Broadway,  at  first  subletting  the  fourth  floor,  but  later 
occupying  the  entire  building.  In  1920  the  company  bought  other  property 
and  thereon  constructed  an  addition  to  their  factory,  a  two-story  fireproof 
building,  the  first  floor  used  for  storage  and  the  second  floor  for  motor 
repairs.  The  company  specializes  in  industrial  plants,  installs  complete 
equipment,  does  repair  work,  and  carries  in  stock  several  hundred  motors 
of  various  sizes.  The  business  is  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Sterns  Electric  Equipment  Company,  of  which  Albert  C.  Sterns  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  Charles  F.  Sterns  is  vice  president  and  treasurer.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  now  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  business  is  a  result  of  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Sterns 
brothers,  Albert  C.  and  Charles  F.,  each  having  fitted  nicely  into  the 
departments  they  fill.  Their  energies  and  constant  application  have  been 
strong  factors  in  their  progress  and  they  share  the  credit  for  establishing 
their  business  on  the  successful  basis  it  occupies. 

Albert  C.  Sterns  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Frances  Knisley,  now 
deceased,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  David  Knisley,  a  farmer 
of  Gas  Line,  Ontario.  Mr.  Sterns  was  married  secondly  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Haigh)  Knisley,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  George  Haigh 
of  near  Toronto.  She  was  the  widow  of  Reed  Knisley,  and  the  mother  of 
two  sons  by  her  former  marriage,  namely:  Reed  D.  and  Earl,  both  of 
whom  are  now  associated  with  the  Sterns  Electric  Equipment  Company. 
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Mr.  Sterns  is  a  republican  in  his  political  affiliation.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  and  belongs  to  Mystic  Circle  Lodge, 
No.  520,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Boating  and  fishing  are 
his  favorite  diversions  and  he  maintains  a  beautiful  summer  home  at 
Maple  Springs  on  Lake  Chautauqua,  while  the  winter  home  of  the  Sterns 
family  is  situated  at  1668  Amherst  street  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


EDWARD  A.  GILROY,  JR. 

Edward  A.  Gilroy,  Jr.,  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar, 
is  well  equipped  for  the  work  of  his  profession,  possessing  an  analytical, 
well  trained  mind  and  a  clear  understanding  of  the  basic  principles  of  the 
law.  He  was  born  in  Hornell,  Steuben  county,  New  York,  July  22,  1901, 
and  is  a  son  of  Edward  A.  and  Nellie  (Wilkins)  Gilroy,  the  latter  a  native 
of  Dansville,  Livingston  county,  this  state.  The  grandfather,  John  Gilroy, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  on  coming  to  America  settled  in  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  securing  employment  in  a  coal  mine.  Later  he  engaged  in 
farming  near  Scranton  and  passed  away  in  1921,  leaving  two  sons,  Wil¬ 
liam,  who  also  became  an  agriculturist,  and  Edward  A.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Scranton  in  1864  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  came  to  Buffalo. 
Later  he  went  to  Hornell,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  police 
department.  Subsequently  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  hotel  business 
at  Wayland,  Steuben  county,  continuing  therein  for  seventeen  years,  with 
gratifying  success.  In  1918  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  became  chief  police 
officer  for  the  Buffalo  Forge  Company,  with  which  he  has  since  remained. 
Of  the  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilroy,  Dorothy  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Helen,  the  second  daughter,  was  married  December  13, 
1925,  to  John  Nickerson,  a  well  known  building  contractor  of  Livonia, 
New  York,  specializing  in  concrete  products,  a  business  founded  many 
years  ago  by  his  father,  John  Nickerson,  Sr.,  who  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nickerson  have  one  child,  John  (III). 

Edward  A.  Gilroy,  Jr.,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Wayland,  New  York,  in  1920,  and  prepared  for 
his  profession  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1923.  In  July,  1924,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar  but  had  previously  gained  practical  experience  in  legal  work 
while  associated  with  the  firm  of  Schohl  &  Kinkel,  of  Buffalo,  continuing 
with  them  from  1922  to  February,  1929.  He  has  since  engaged  in  general 
practice  under  his  own  name,  occupying  offices  in  the  Stock  Exchange 
building,  and  is  recognized  as  an  able  advocate  and  wise  counselor,  thor¬ 
oughly  qualified  to  cope  with  the  intricacies  of  the  law. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1926,  Mr.  Gilroy  was  married  to  Miss  Margaretha 
Hartman,  who  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  and  attended 
high  school  in  Williamsville,  this  state.  Afterward  she  took  a  course  in 
a  business  college.  Her  father,  John  Hartman,  was  born  in  Germany, 
March  5,  1873,  a  son  of  Hans  Hartman,  a  carpenter,  who  died  in  1921. 
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The  other  sons  in  his  family  are  Claus,  who  lives  in  Iowa ;  and  Jacob,  of 
Victor,  New  York.  He  is  also  survived  by  a  daughter,  Margaretha,  who 
is  the  wife  of  a  Lutheran  minister  and  likewise  resides  in  Iowa.  John 
Hartman  came  to  the  United  States  in  1900  and  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Williamsville,  New  York,  for  fifteen  years,  subse¬ 
quently  retiring  from  the  ministry.  He  married  Anna  Thursam  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  John,  who  is  an  executive  of  the 
Monarch  Nusbaum  Paper  Box  Company  and  resides  in  Buffalo;  Claud,  a 
teller  in  the  bank  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo;  and  Mar¬ 
garetha.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilroy  have  a  daughter,  Janet,  born  May  23, 
1927.  They  attend  the  Church  of  the  Atonement  in  Buffalo  and  Mr. 
Gilroy  belongs  to  the  local  chapter  of  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  active  in  the  New  York  National  Guard,  serving 
as  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Regiment  of  Field 
Artillery,  and  continued  with  the  organization  until  1927,  when  he  re¬ 
signed.  To  those  whose  hobby  is  the  collecting  of  coins,  his  name  is  well 
known  as  one  of  the  governors  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
and  as  president  of  the  Buffalo  Numismatic  Association,  an  office  which 
he  has  filled  for  four  years.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Optimist  Club  of 
Buffalo  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Optimist  International  for  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  also  has  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Revolver  and  Rifle 
Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  While  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  Mr.  Gilroy  is  ever  mindful  of  his  allegiance 
to  the  majesty  and  dignity  of  the  law  and  his  studiousness,  combined 
with  thoroughness  and  diligence,  is  carrying  him  steadily  forward  in  his 
profession. 


ELTON  H.  BEALS 

Among  the  able  and  successful  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  Elton  H. 
Beals  holds  a  prominent  place  and  commands  an  extensive  and  important 
practice.  He  was  born  in  West  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  on  the  19th 
of  January,  1882,  and  is  a  son  of  George  C.  and  Fannie  (Holmes)  Beals, 
also  natives  of  the  old  Bay  state,  the  father  born  in  West  Bridgewater 
and  the  mother  in  Bridgewater.  The  progenitor  of  the  Beals  family  in 
this  country  was  John  Beals,  who  came  from  Hingham,  England,  and 
settled  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  in  1638.  Several  of  his  descendants 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  among  them  being  David  Beals, 
a  direct  ancestor  of  Elton  H.  Beals,  and  six  other  of  his  ancestors  in 
various  lines  also  fought  in  that  conflict,  one  of  them  crossing  the  Dela¬ 
ware  with  General  Washington.  One  of  Mr.  Beals’  paternal  uncles, 
Charles  R.  Beals,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war. 
To  George  and  Fannie  Beals  were  born  three  children,  Elton  H.,  Anna 
Phillips  and  Grace  Hayward. 

Elton  H.  Beals  was  given  the  advantage  of  a  good  education,  having 
graduated  from  Harvard  University  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1904  and  that  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1906.  He  at  once  came  to  Buffalo 
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and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  soon  afterward  joining 
the  law  firm  of  Bissell,  Carey  &  Cooke,  which  was  later  Kenefick,  Cooke 
&  Mitchell.  This  association  was  maintained  until  1910,  when  Mr.  Beals 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey,  Tubbs  &  Beals,  with  which 
he  continued  as  an  active  partner  until  1921,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  alone,  with  offices  in  the  Marine  Trust  building.  Pie  spe¬ 
cializes  in  corporation  law  and  public  utilities  and  is  counsel  for  a  large 
number  of  corporations  and  business  organizations,  among  them  the 
Empire  State  Gas  and  Electric  Association  of  New  York  city,  of  which 
he  is  general  counsel. 

Mr.  Beals  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  C.  Gaylord,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Priscilla  Howland,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Buffalo  Seminary,  and  now  attending  Smith  College.  Mr.  Beals  is  a 
member  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Auto  Club,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Harvard  Club 
of  New  York.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and 
is  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  his  professional  brethren,  among  whom  he 
is  well  known  for  his  erudition,  power  of  discriminating  analysis  and  the 
clarity  and  logic  of  his  arguments.  He  has  time  and  again  proved  himself 
“a  warrior  worthy  of  any  foeman’s  steel”  in  legal  contests  and  has  been 
uniformly  successful  in  the  practice. 


JOSEPH  H.  MOREY 

A  lawyer  of  broad  experience  and  marked  ability,  Joseph  H.  Morey 
has  long  occupied  an  enviable  position  at  the  Buffalo  bar,  following  a 
course  which  reflects  credit  upon  a  name  which  for  many  years  has  been 
an  honored  one  in  legal  circles  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March 
6,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  Norris  Morey,  who  was  born  in  Brant,  Erie  county, 
New  York,  July  20,  1838.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  the  father 
entered  the  Union  Army,  serving  for  a  year,  and  reenlisted  in  1864,  re¬ 
maining  on  active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Meanwhile  he  had 
attended  Oberlin  College  in  Ohio,  completing  his  course  in  1863,  and  was 
next  a  student  in  the  Albany  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1866.  Admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  the  same  year,  he  located  in 
Buffalo  and  soon  gave  proof  of  his  legal  acumen.  In  1871  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  city  attorney,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  a  year,  and 
from  1872  to  1874  was  assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie  county.  In 
1874  he  was  the  republican  candidate  for  district  attorney  and  in  the  city 
convention  of  1882  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  mayor  but  declined 
the  office.  His  gifts  as  a  public  speaker  were  used  effectively  in  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  the  party  and  during  1885  and  1886  he  was  chairman  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  who  framed  new  rules  for  the  government  of  republican 
caucuses  and  conventions  in  Erie  county.  A  man  of  firm  convictions,  Mr. 
Morey  was  fearless  in  his  defense  of  the  right  and  the  influence  which  he 
exerted  in  the  councils  of  his  party  was  strong,  beneficial  and  far-reaching. 
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His  reputation  as  a  lawyer  extended  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  state  and 
during  the  administration  of  President  Harrison  he  was  tendered  the  office 
of  solicitor  general  but  declined.  For  many  years  he  was  an  acknowledged 
leader  of  the  Buffalo  bar  and  here  continued  in  the  practice  of  law  until 
his  death. 

Joseph  H.  Morey  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children.  The  daughter, 
Isabel,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  A.  Eames,  formerly  an  electrical  engineer 
but  now  engaged  in  the  investment  business  in  Buffalo.  Arthur  Norris 
Morey,  the  second  son,  resides  in  Buffalo.  Howard  William,  the  youngest 
son,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  16,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy  and  married  Grace  Bedell  Clark,  of  Buffalo. 

Following  his  graduation  from  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo  in 
1894,  Joseph  H.  Morey  matriculated  at  Yale  University,  where  he  gradu¬ 
ated  with  honors  in  1899.  At  Yale  he  was  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon 
fraternity  and  Elihu  Club  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1901  and  entered  the  law  office  of  his  father,  who  was  then  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Morey  &  Bosley.  He  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
in  1904,  at  which  time  the  name  was  changed  to  Morey,  Bosley  &  Morey. 
Under  this  form  the  firm  was  conducted  until  the  death  of  Norris  Morey 
in  1920.  In  1928  he  became  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Morey  & 
Schlenker.  They  have  offices  in  the  Liberty  Bank  building  and  are  the 
legal  representatives  of  many  large  corporations,  large  estates  and  busi¬ 
ness  interests. 

Mr.  Morey  has  always  been  interested  and  active  in  educational  and 
philanthropic  affairs  and  in  his  professional  organizations.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Park  School  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  Nichols 
School  of  Buffalo.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Legal  Aid  Bureau  of 
Buffalo,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
vice  president  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  and  a  director  of  the 
Title  &  Mortgage  Guarantee  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  is  treasurer  and  a 
vestryman  of  Trinity  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  has  also  served  as  a  trustee, 
vice  president  and  chairman  of  the  grievance  committee  of  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association  and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Morey  enjoys  the  social  side  of  life 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Saddle  &  Bridle  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe 
Club,  the  Turtle  Lake  Fish  &  Game  Club  and  the  Cherry  Hill  Golf  Club. 
Through  vigorous  outdoor  exercise  he  maintains  the  strength  of  mind  and 
of  body  so  essential  to  important  achievement,  and  his  professional  col¬ 
leagues  and  the  general  public  unite  in  bearing  testimony  to  his  capacity 
for  legal  service  and  his  high  standards  of  conduct. 

Mr.  Morey  married  Katrina  Van  Tassell  Williams,  July  6,  1904,  at 
Hamburg,  New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
William  Irving  Morey,  born  August  18,  1905,  was  graduated  from  Wil¬ 
liams  College  in  1926  and  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1929,  and 
since  his  admission  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1929  has  practiced  at  Buffalo. 
He  represents  the  third  generation  of  the  name  to  practice  at  the  Buffalo 
bar.  He  was  married  October  18,  1930,  to  Marguerite  C.  Lane  of  West- 
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field,  Massachusetts.  Katrina  Van  Tassell  Morey,  born  January  21,  1909, 
graduated  from  the  Bennett  School  in  1927.  She  was  married  December 
18,  1929,  to  Philip  M.  B.  Boocock,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Katrina  Van  Tassell  Boocock,  born  September  26,  1930.  Joseph 
Harrison  Morey,  Jr.,  born  January  29,  1913,  was  graduated  from  Phillips 
Exeter  Academy  in  1930  and  is  now  at  Yale. 


FREDERICK  CLARK  BACKUS 

Numbered  among  the  leading  architects  of  Buffalo  is  Frederick  Clark 
Backus,  whose  office  is  at  360  Delaware  avenue.  In  his  profession  he 
has  displayed  marked  talent  and  has  fulfilled  many  assignments  of  first 
importance  in  this  city  and  western  New  York.  He  received  thorough 
training  for  his  chosen  work,  which,  coupled  with  true  artistic  conception 
and  ability  to  execute,  has  brought  him  to  a  foremost  position  in  the  field 
of  architecture.  He  has  a  military  record  of  merit,  having  served  on  the 
Mexican  border  and  in  France,  and  in  club  and  civic  phases  of  Buffalo 
life  he  is  an  interested  participant. 

Mr.  Backus  was  born  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  September  6,  1889,  and 
is  a  son  of  Talcott  and  Anna  (Robertson)  Backus,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  The  entire  business  career  of  Talcott  Backus  was  with  the 
Mechanics  National  Bank  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  of  which  institution 
he  was  cashier  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Backus, 
of  Trenton,  who  was  a  professor  in  Trenton  Academy  for  many  years. 

Frederick  Clark  Backus  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Tren¬ 
ton,  but  left  the  latter  in  the  third  year  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
study  of  architecture,  which  he  had  chosen  as  his  life  work.  For  four 
years  he  worked  in  architects’  offices,  and  held  positions  from  office  boy  to 
draftsman,  at  the  same  time  continuing  his  education  in  the  night  schools 
of  New  York  city  and  Brooklyn.  He  studied  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  night  school,  the  Cooper  Union  school  and  the  Brooklyn  night 
school.  The  flame  of  ambition  burned  brightly  in  his  heart  during  these 
years  of  struggle,  so  that  he  persisted,  and  in  1910  he  entered  Cornell 
University,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  for  the  special  two-years’  course  in 
architecture.  During  this  period  he  earned  part  of  the  money  for  his 
education  on  the  Cornellian,  of  which  he  was  art  editor,  and  by  selling 
everything  from  chocolate  bars  to  typewriters.  His  efforts  were  rewarded, 
for  in  1912  he  graduated  from  Cornell,  having  had  splendid  preparation 
for  his  profession,  made  more  valuable  by  the  fund  of  practical  experience 
he  had  acquired  during  the  years  of  his  study.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Phi  collegiate  fraternity  during  his  university  course. 

At  Cornell  Mr.  Backus  fortunately  became  acquainted  with  Bryant 
Fleming,  of  Buffalo,  who  offered  him  a  position  in  his  office.  He  therefore 
came  to  this  city,  and  during  the  next  four  years  was  associated  with 
Mr.  Fleming  and  Duane  Lyman.  In  the  meantime  he  had  joined  Troop  I, 
of  the  cavalry  division  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  and  when  trouble 
with  Mexico  threatened  he  was  sent  to  the  southern  border.  Almost  im- 
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mediately  upon  his  return  from  this  campaign,  he  was  again  called  into 
service  for  the  World  war,  and  was  assigned  to  the  first  training  camp 
to  be  organized.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  Florida,  where  he  was  first 
lieutenant  in  the  construction  division.  He  served  in  France  as  adjutant 
of  the  Four  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Motor  Supply  Train  of  the  First 
Army  Corps  under  General  Dickman. 

Having  returned  from  his  military  service,  Mr.  Backus  resumed  his 
profession  and  has  created  a  reputation  of  high  order  since  that  time. 
Many  homes  which  add  to  the  residential  beauty  of  Buffalo  were  designed 
by  him,  especially  in  the  Rumsey  development  which  includes  Middlesex 
road.  Among  these  are  the  homes  of  Dexter  P.  Rumsey,  John  Ganson 
Evans,  Howard  Cowan  and  Lester  F.  Gilbert.  He  also  planned  the  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Arnold  Gregory  Hospital  at  Albion,  and  the  nurses’  residence 
there.  He  is  a  member  of  the  village  planning  commission  of  East  Aurora, 
New  York.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Backus  is  a  republican,  and  he  is  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the 
East  Aurora  Golf  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Architectural 
League  of  New  York,  and  the  Paint  and  Varnish  Club  of  East  Aurora, 
the  last  named  being  composed  of  a  group  of  men  who  paint  pictures  as 
an  avocation.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo,  and 
is  a  past  director  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architecture. 

On  April  29,  1919,  Mr.  Backus  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Burrows, 
of  Buffalo,  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Lorenzo  and  Nellie  (Saun¬ 
ders)  Burrows,  both  originally  of  Saginaw,  Michigan.  Dr.  Burrows,  who 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  and  eye  specialist  on  the 
faculty  of  Buffalo  University,  died  September  17,  1918,  at  Vittle,  France, 
where  he  was  a  major  in  the  medical  corps  at  Base  Hospital  No.  23.  Mrs. 
Backus’s  grandfather  was  the  original  Lorenzo  Burrows  of  Albion,  New 
York,  and  Saginaw,  Michigan.  His  brother,  George  L.  Burrows,  was  the 
originator  of  the  lower  steel  arch  bridge  of  Niagara  Falls,  the  ownership 
of  which  still  remains  with  the  Burrows  family,  including  Mrs.  Backus. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Backus  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  as  follows: 
Anne  Robertson,  born  June  16,  1923,  and  Eleanor,  born  October  16,  1925. 
The  family  residence  is  at  East  Aurora,  New  York. 


JAMES  DOUGLAS  ROBERTSON 

James  D.  Robertson,  president  and  founder  of  the  Robertson-Cataract 
Electric  Company,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  of  this  section  of  the 
country  in  the  electrical  field,  being  widely  considered  an  authority  on  all 
phases  of  the  business.  The  history  of  the  Robertson-Cataract  Electric 
Company,  like  most  successful  and  noteworthy  enterprises,  is  filled  with 
the  romance  of  achievement,  and  its  upbuilding,  extending  through  a 
period  of  more  than  thirty-five  years,  has  been  contemporary  with  the 
greatest  mercantile  and  industrial  development  of  Buffalo  and  other  sec¬ 
tions  it  has  served.  Its  growth,  from  a  most  modest  beginning  to  one  of 
•the  foremost  business  enterprises  in  its  line  between  New  York  and  Chi- 
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cago,  offers  a  magnificent  tribute  to  its  business  methods  and  management. 

James  D.  Robertson  was  born  in  Bluffton,  South  Carolina,  December 
30,  1875,  a  son  of  Rev.  James  D.  Robertson,  who  was  a  native  of  Chelso, 
Scotland,  and  died  at  Bluffton,  October  14,  1914,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  minister,  although  retired  at  the 
time  of  his  demise,  and  preached  for  many  years  at  Danbury,  Connecticut. 
He  was  prominent  in  various  affairs  of  his  time,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
engaged  in  recruiting  service  for  the  government.  He  was  a  republican, 
and  at  one  time  was  United  States  consul  to  Spain.  His  wife,  Anna 
(Guerard)  Robertson,  was  born  in  Bluffton,  South  Carolina,  and  died 
there  January  30,  1916. 

Their  son,  James  D.  Robertson,  was  educated  in  Ithaca,  New  York, 
where  he  graduated  from  high  school  in  1891.  He  then  came  to  Buffalo 
and  during  the  two  succeeding  years  was  associated  with  the  American 
Electric  Supply  Company.  In  1895,  though  not  yet  of  age,  Mr.  Robertson 
began  business  for  himself  in  the  electrical  trade  at  No.  10  South  Divi¬ 
sion  street,  Buffalo,  on  a  capital  of  sixty  dollars,  and  with  desk  room  only, 
and  after  his  first  removal  to  the  White  building,  desk  room  still  com¬ 
prised  the  equipment  for  a  time.  In  1898  his  brother,  William  E.  Robert¬ 
son,  became  associated  with  him.  The  business  grew  rapidly  and  in  1901 
was  removed  to  190  Main  street,  and  in  1902  was  incorporated,  with  J.  D. 
Robertson  as  president.  At  the  same  time  the  Robertson  Electric  Con¬ 
struction  Company  was  incorporated,  the  only  change  in  the  personnel 
being  the  entrance  of  Clarence  S.  Sidway  and  W.  A.  Gardner  into  the 
corporation.  The  business  soon  required  more  space  and  additional  room 
was  secured  on  the  Terrace.  They  opened  a  new  store  each  year  until 
they  had  five  stores  on  the  Terrace,  all  doing  a  thriving  business.  In 
1907  the  company  bought  out  the  Cataract  Electric  Supply  Company  and, 
consolidating  the  two  interests,  changed  the  name  to  its  present  form.  In 
1909  they  removed  to  Nos.  37-39  Court  street,  where  they  centralized  their 
business,  occupying  seven  floors  and  basement.  A  disastrous  fire  in  1915 
completely  wiped  out  the  plant,  so  that  temporary  quarters  were  secured 
in  the  Curtis  building.  Meanwhile,  they  had  been  on  the  lookout  for  a 
suitable  site  upon  which  to  build  a  permanent  business  home  and  in  1915 
secured  the  present  location  at  147  West  Mohawk  street  and  subsequently 
erected  the  several  buildings  now  occupied  by  the  various  departments 
of  the  corporation.  The  operations  of  the  Robertson-Cataract  Company 
have  long  since  been  of  a  character  and  extent  to  give  it  a  dominant  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  electrical  trade,  and  among  the  more  recent  contracts  of  the 
firm  has  been  the  electrical  work  on  Buffalo’s  seven-million-dollar  city 
hall,  the  big  Ford  plant  on  the  Hamburg  turnpike  and  the  new  filtration 
plant  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Robertson  has  been  twice  married.  On  November  12,  1896,  he 
married  Miss  Alice  L.  Hoole  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  who  was  born  in  this 
city,  April  12,  1875,  a  daughter  of  the  late  A.  J.  and  Martha  (Dennison) 
Hoole,  and  died  at  East  Aurora,  March  23,  1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson 
were  the  parents  of  a  son  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  James  D.,  Jr., 
who  is  associated  with  the  Robertson-Cataract  Company  and  who  married 
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Elizabeth  Armstrong  of  Ohio;  Marion  L.,  a  graduate  of  Buffalo  Seminary; 
Alice  H.,  a  graduate  of  the  Lesley  School  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts; 
and  Agnes  G.,  who  is  a  student  at  the  Buffalo  Seminary.  The  present  Mrs. 
Robertson  was  formerly  Miss  Anna  G.  Hoole,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
Mrs.  Robertson  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Robertson  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Blazing 
Star  Lodge,  of  East  Aurora,  and  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  He  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Buffalo  Club ;  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club ;  the  Buffalo  Rotary 
Club;  the  East  Aurora  Golf  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member;  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  of  both  of  which  he  is  a  past 
president.  His  political  support  is  given  the  republican  party,  while  his 
religious  affiliation  is  with  the  East  Aurora  Presbyterian  Church.  At 
one  time,  Mr.  Robertson  was  a  member  of  the  old  Seventy-fourth  Regi¬ 
ment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard.  Mr.  Robertson  has  always  been 
known  as  a  man  appreciative  of  the  beauties  of  nature  and  is  particularly 
fond  of  flowers,  the  cultivation  of  which  is  one  of  his  favorite  pastimes. 
Mr.  Robertson’s  residence  is  on  Porterville  road,  East  Aurora. 


MINNIE  E.  HOFFMEISTER 

Notably  successful  among  the  business  women  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Niagara  Frontier  is  Miss  Minnie  E.  Hoffmeister,  who  is  a  director  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  firm  of  Witkop  &  Holmes,  Incorporated,  of  Buffalo, 
with  which  organization  she  has  been  associated  since  the  year  1898.  Her 
life  has  been  devoted  to  business,  and  few  women  have  achieved  greater 
success  than  she  in  this  field.  The  ability  and  accomplishments  of  such 
women  as  Miss  Hoffmeister  have  served  as  inspiration  to  countless  other 
women  who  have  entered  the  business  world.  The  efficiency  shown  by 
women  of  Miss  Hoffmeister’s  type  has  been  among  the  greatest  factors 
in  the  creation  of  woman’s  present  enlarging  sphere  in  business,  indus¬ 
trial,  and  public  life. 

Miss  Hoffmeister  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  New  York,  February 
12,  1876,  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Christine  (Ferchen)  Hoffmeister,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1843. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large 
family,  Miss  Minnie  E.  Hoffmeister  being  one  of  three  brothers  and  five 
sisters  surviving.  The  others  are:  Carl,  of  Illinois;  William,  and  Christ, 
of  North  Tonawanda,  New  York;  Mrs.  William  Schmidt,  of  Akron,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Henry  Voelker,  of  Wheatfield,  New  York;  and  Mrs.  John  Werth  and 
Mrs.  John  Mueller,  both  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  A  favorite  nephew 
of  Miss  Hoffmeister,  Benjamin  Hoffmeister,  a  son  of  the  late  Frederick 
Hoffmeister,  was  killed  in  action  in  France  during  the  World  war.  Carl 
Hoffmeister  died  September  11,  1920,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
while  his  wife  passed  away  November  9,  1915,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  early  education  of  Minnie  E.  Hoffmeister  was  received  in  the 
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district  schools  of  Niagara  county,  and  later  she  graduated  from  the 
North  Tonawanda  high  school.  For  a  number  of  years  thereafter  she 
taught  school  in  Niagara  county  but  gave  up  this  work  to  accept  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  bookkeeper  with  Witkop  &  Holmes  in  1898,  before  the  business 
was  incorporated.  On  the  incorporation  in  1906,  she  was  appointed  treas¬ 
urer,  which  position  she  has  since  held,  and  is  also  a  director.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  she  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Niagara  River  Land  Company. 
She  is  a  republican  in  her  political  views,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Jacob’s 
Church  of  Wheatfield,  Niagara  county.  Her  residence  is  at  1062  Michigan 
avenue  in  Buffalo. 


ADAM  E.  CORNELIUS 

Adam  E.  Cornelius,  one  of  Buffalo’s  well  known  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  men  whose  activities  have  been  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  city’s 
marine  transportation  interests,  was  born  here  June  25,  1882,  the  only  son 
of  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Philippina  (Reiner)  Cornelius.  This  Cornelius 
family  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Buffalo,  dating  back  to  shortly 
after  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal  in  1825,  when  Martin  Cornelius, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  Adam  E.  Cornelius,  came  from  Bingen,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Buffalo.  He  frequently  mentioned  with 
pride  the  fact  that  he  was  among  the  very  first  to  take  a  long  voyage  on 
the  Erie  canal.  Jacob  Cornelius,  the  father  of  Adam  E.  Cornelius,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  near  Buffalo  and  during  his  business  career  was 
for  many  years  associated  with  the  Western  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo. 
When  a  young  man  he  married  Miss  Philippina  Reiner.  Her  father,  An¬ 
drew  Reiner,  came  from  Germany  and  was  also  an  early  settler  in  the 
vicinity  of  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in  buying  and  selling 
farm  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Cornelius  were  the  parents  of  a  son  and 
three  daughters:  Adam  E.;  Emma,  who  married  Dr.  E.  M.  Meader; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Reeb ;  and  Ida,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Holtz. 

Adam  E.  Cornelius  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  graduating  from  Masten  high  school  with  the  class  of  1901.  Al¬ 
most  at  once  after  the  completion  of  his  high  school  work,  he  entered  on 
his  business  career  with  John  J.  Boland,  a  steamship  broker.  This  asso¬ 
ciation  led  to  the  formation  of  a  partnership  in  1904  under  the  name  of 
Boland  &  Cornelius,  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  In  that 
year  the  firm  purchased  their  first  ship,  and  from  that  modest  beginning 
there  has  been  developed  a  lake  transportation  business,  involving  the 
ownership  and  control  of  extensive  tonnage,  which  places  Boland  &  Cor¬ 
nelius  among  the  leading  firms  in  their  line  of  business  at  the  port  of 
Buffalo.  The  home  offices  of  this  firm  are  in  the  Marine  Trust  building. 
Aside  from  his  vessel  and  transportation  interests,  Mr.  Cornelius  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  a  number  of  other  important  financial,  shipping  and  industrial 
enterprises,  among  them  being  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo, 
in  which  he  is  a  director.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Kenmore;  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  American  Steamship  Com- 
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pany;  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  General  Laundries  Company;  and  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Gravel  Products  Company. 

Mr.  Cornelius  is  not  the  type  of  man  who  allows  business  to  take  all 
of  his  time  to  the  exclusion  of  a  wholesome  participation  in  civic,  social 
and  fraternal  life,  for  his  activities  have  affected  various  projects  and 
institutions  involving  the  public  welfare.  He  served  for  some  years  as 
chairman  of  the  rivers  and  harbor  commission  of  Buffalo,  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and 
as  a  member  of  several  boards  of  hospital  directors.  He  has  taken  a  keen 
and  helpful  interest  in  the  proper  maintenance  of  those  institutions.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  the  World  war  he  rendered  valuable  service  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  steamship  and  ship-building  division,  and  was  active  in  all  the 
Liberty  Loan  drives.  Mr.  Cornelius  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  Masons 
of  Buffalo  and  has  received  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree  in  recognition 
of  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  order,  whose  beneficent  teachings  are  ex¬ 
emplified  in  his  daily  life.  He  is  a  member  of  DeMolay  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N. 
M.  S.  He  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Club,  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Transportation 
Club,  the  Old  Colony  Club  and  the  Meadowbrook  Club.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

On  January  22,  1910,  Mr.  Cornelius  married  Miss  Emma  Reiser,  of 
Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  William  Reiser  and  a  granddaughter  of  George  A. 
Reiser.  Both  the  father  and  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Cornelius  were  well 
known  real  estate  men  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  have  a  son 
and  three  daughters:  Adam  E.,  Jr.,  Ruth,  Esther  and  Elizabeth.  Their 
city  residence  is  at  147  Morris  avenue. 

Gifted  with  keen  business  insight  and  a  broad  grasp  of  affairs,  Mr. 
Cornelius  has  had  a  career  of  unusual  activity  and  of  notable  success,  but 
he  is  not  only  a  prosperous  business  man  but  a  citizen  of  high  ideals  whose 
personal  worth  is  recognized  by  hosts  of  friends,  many  of  whom  have 
known  him  from  boyhood. 


CHARLES  JACKSON  NORTH 

One  of  the  most  honored  men  among  recent  generations  of  Buffalo 
citizens  was  the  late  Charles  Jackson  North,  whose  association  with 
many  worthy  activities  of  the  community  was  a  guiding  factor  and 
inspiring  influence  to  others.  During  his  active  life  he  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business,  but  his  reputation  of  accomplishment  extended  into 
many  other  channels.  He  was  prominent  in  politics,  in  church  and 
religious  work,  in  charitable  affairs,  and  in  various  organizations  and 
movements.  He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  American 
colonial  families,  and  was  proud  of  the  traditions  of  his  ancestors,  con¬ 
sequently  held  a  natural  interest  in  historical  and  genealogical  subjects. 

Charles  Jackson  North  was  born  in  Chazy,  Clinton  county,  New  York, 
May  13,  1847,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  October  19,  1923.  He  was  a  son  of 
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Samuel  and  Jemima  Duell  (Jackson)  Churchill.  Mr.  North  was  born  a 
Churchill,  but  he  adopted  the  name  of  North,  which  was  that  of  an  uncle, 
and  for  which  act  he  was  authorized  by  supreme  court  order  in.  1881. 
Samuel  Churchill  was  born  May  5,  1823,  and  his  wife  was  born  May  3, 
1825,  and  they  were  married  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  September  3, 
1846.  The  father  learned  the  blacksmithing  trade  at  Keeseville,  New 
York,  and  followed  that  occupation  at  Chazy,  this  state,  in  connection 
with  farming,  until  1852,  when  he  moved  to  Avon,  New  York,  where  he 
operated  a  wagon  shop  and  later  conducted  a  general  store  until  1879, 
when  he  moved  to  Colorado,  to  overcome  the  disabilities  arising  from 
his  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  western  state  was  a  contractor 
until  his  death,  February  18,  1897.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  wore  the  Quaker  habiliaments  until  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage.  Mr.  North’s  great-grandparents  were  all  pioneers  in  the  Cham¬ 
plain  valley,  having  come  from  the  New  England  states. 

Charles  Jackson  North  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  but  laid 
aside  his  textbooks  at  a  very  early  age  in  order  to  engage  in  the  insurance 
business,  which  he  afterward  followed.  He  was  particularly  well  known 
in  church  activities.  For  a  number  of  years  in  the  early  ’70s,  he  was 
secretary  of  Trinity  Church  Sunday  school,  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
old  church  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Washington  and  Mohawk  streets. 
He  afterward  transferred  his  membership  to  St.  John’s  Church,  then 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  Washington  and  Swan  streets.  In  1881,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  marriage,  he  became  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  treasurer  of  this  congregation  from  that  time  until 
his  demise.  He  likewise  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Welcome  Hall  Social 
Settlement,  and  was  interested  in  many  other  charities.  He  was  cor¬ 
responding  secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  For 
several  terms,  he  was  president  of  the  Oakfield  Club,  Grand  Island,  for 
many  years  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  ten  years 
its  treasurer.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Scottish  Provident  Savings  & 
Loan  Association,  and  after  it  was  merged  into  the  Homestead  Savings 
&  Loan  he  was  a  director  of  the  latter  for  several  years. 

Mr.  North  was  a  Mason,  having  held  membership  in  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Adytum  Chapter,  No.  234  R.  A. 
M.  He  belonged  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  was  a  vice 
president  of  the  Grant  Family  Association  and  had  membership  in  the 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  and  the  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Society.  In  politics  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  republicans 
of  the  city.  For  many  years  he  served  as  a  committeeman,  during  which 
period  he  was  a  delegate  to  local  and  state  conventions.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Buffalo  Republican  League  and  served  as 
its  president,  vice  president  and  chairman.  While  vice  president,  he  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  first  organized  movement  leading  to 
the  present  primary  laws  in  New  York  state,  and  in  a  number  of  other 
ways  was  a  factor  in  shaping  the  policies  of  the  local  republican 
organization. 

On  June  30,  1881,  Mr.  North  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora 
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Briggs,  a  daughter  of  Prof.  Horace  and  Catherine  (Morse)  Briggs.  Her 
father,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  educators  of  his  day  and  head  of  the  historic  Buffalo  Classical 
School.  Mrs.  North,  who  survives  her  husband,  is  very  active  in  the  public 
and  social  affairs  of  Buffalo.  She  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club;  has  been  treasurer  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  for  a  period  of  thirty-six  years ; 
is  treasurer  of  the  Daughters  of  1812 ;  is  chaplain  of  the  Daughters  of 
American  Colonists;  for  fourteen  years  served  as  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Presbyterian  Society ;  and  was  president  of  the  women’s  board  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Homeopathic  Hospital,  now  called  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital.  She 
belongs  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  old 
Central  high  school  and  Buffalo  Normal  School.  Mrs.  North  and  her 
niece,  Miss  Ernestine  Haile,  reside  in  the  family  home  at  51  Johnson 
park.  Miss  Haile  was  educated  at  the  Hutchinson  school,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Normal  School  of  Practice  and  is  now  studying  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo  in  preparation  for  library  work. 


PRESTON  BUELL  PORTER 

One  of  the  well  known  of  the  younger  business  executives  of  Buffalo 
is  Preston  Buell  Porter,  member  of  the  executive  sales  committee  of  Rem¬ 
ington  Rand,  Inc.,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  dating  back  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  in  the  history  of  this  section.  Its  members 
have  figured  prominently  for  generations  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  congress,  in  literature,  in  the  state  assembly,  in  the 
development  of  Niagara  Falls  water  power,  in  business  and  commerce 
and  in  exclusive  social  circles. 

Preston  Buell  Porter  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  March 
15,  1891,  a  son  of  Hon.  Peter  A.  and  Alice  Adele  (Taylor)  Porter,  a 
grandson  of  Colonel  Peter  A.  Porter  and  a  great-grandson  of  General 
Peter  Buell  Porter,  who  came  to  this  settlement  in  1810  from  Connecticut, 
where  he  had  received  his  education  at  Yale.  General  Porter,  who  served 
in  congress,  made  a  notable  record  in  the  War  of  1812,  during  which 
conflict  he  led  the  historic  and  successful  attack  against  the  British  troops 
besieging  Fort  Erie.  He  was  afterward  secretary  of  war  in  President 
Adams’  cabinet.  An  extended  mention  of  the  branch  of  the  Porter  family 
from  which  Preston  Buell  Porter  descends  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work  under  the  head  of  Hon.  Peter  A.  Porter,  his  father. 

Preston  Buell  Porter  attended  the  Nichols  and  Heathcote  private 
schools  in  Buffalo  and  the  Preston  School  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  began 
his  business  career  with  the  Shredded  Wheat  Company  of  Niagara  Falls, 
New  York,  and  was  in  the  sales  department  for  several  years.  Following 
that  connection  he  was  in  the  production  and  engineering  departments  of 
the  Siger  Forge  Company  of  Buffalo,  manufacturers  of  heavy  steel  forg¬ 
ings,  until  January  1,  1917,  at  which  time  he  became  associated  with 
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James  H.  Rand,  Jr.,  of  Tonawanda,  New  York,  in  the  original  American 
Kardex  Company,  of  which  company  he  was  treasurer.  This  concern  has 
grown  through  several  mergers  into  the  Remington  Rand,  Inc.,  the  largest 
manufacturers  of  office  appliances  in  the  world  today.  Mr.  Porter  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  sales  committee  of  this  corporation. 

During  the  World  war  Preston  Buell  Porter  enlisted  on  August  17, 
1917,  and  trained  at  Fort  Niagara,  New  York.  He  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  November  24,  1917,  at  Fort  Niagara  and  assigned  to  the  Three 
Hundred  and  Second  Field  Artillery,  Seventy-sixth  Division,  at  Camp 
Devens,  Ayer,  Massachusetts.  He  sailed  for  France  in  June,  1918,  and 
was  overseas  for  exactly  one  year,  participating  in  the  St.  Mihiel  sector 
of  the  Argonne  offensive.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Devens, 
May  26,  1919. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married  January  2,  1928,  in  Buffalo,  to  Mrs.  Katherine 
(Cooke)  Brehm,  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  of  Buffalo  and  the 
daughter  of  Walter  P.  and  May  (Perry)  Cooke,  who  are  mentioned  at 
length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs.  Porter  was  educated  at  Miss 
Master’s  School,  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York,  is  a  member  of  the  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church,  of  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Idle- 
wood  Club  of  Lake  View,  New  York.  Mr.  Porter  has  a  daughter  by  a 
previous  marriage,  Nancy  Porter,  born  July  18,  1917.  Mrs.  Porter  is  the 
mother  of  a  daughter  by  a  previous  marriage,  Barbara  Brehm,  born 
August  15,  1922.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  reside  at  89  Middlesex  road,  while 
their  summer  residence  is  at  Idlewood  Club,  Lake  View,  New  York. 

The  club  and  fraternal  affiliations  of  Preston  B.  Porter  include  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  American  Legion,  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  American  Genealogical  Society.  His 
diversions  are  principally  golf  and  other  outdoor  sports.  Mr.  Porter’s 
religious  connection  is  with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  political 
support  is  given  to  the  republican  party. 


CLEMENT  HALE  COCHRAN 

Clement  Hale  Cochran,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  flour  job¬ 
bing  business  in  Buffalo,  with  offices  in  the  Dun  building,  is  a  scion  of  an 
illustrious  family,  his  forebears  having  been  distinguished  for  their  years 
of  service  along  religious  and  educational  lines.  Mr.  Cochran  was  born  in 
Urumiah,  Persia,  July  23,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Katherine 
(Hale)  Cochran,  of  whom  the  former  was  engaged  in  missionary  work  in 
that  country.  The  family  was  established  in  Springville,  New  York,  in  an 
early  day  by  the  paternal  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Cochran,  who  settled 
there  in  1809.  His  son,  Joseph  G.  Cochran,  was  a  minister  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  Amherst  College.  He 
served  as  a  missionary  in  Persia  from  1848  to  1870.  His  son  Joseph, 
father  of  Clement  H.  Cochran,  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
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and  Surgeons  of  New  York  city,  and  later  established  a  hospital  in  Persia, 
remaining  its  directing  head  for  many  years.  A  complete  history  of  his 
life,  by  Speer,  is  in  the  Buffalo  Public  Library.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  of  Clement  H.  Cochran  were  Andrew  and  Irene  (Thayer)  Hale, 
the  former  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  West- 
field,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Hale  went  west  and  settled  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  To  Joseph  and  Katherine  (Hale) 
Cochran  were  born  five  children :  Clement  H. ;  Elizabeth  and  Harrison 
H.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Joseph  P.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  and  Williams  Colleges  and  is  now  practicing  medi¬ 
cine  in  Urumiah,  Persia ;  and  Andrew  H.,  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  and  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  having 
served  overseas  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Clement  H.  Cochran  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  then  entered  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1902.  He  then  became  associated  with 
the  Washburn-Crosby  Company  and  eventually  became  assistant  manager 
of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  that  concern.  In  1928  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Thornton-Chester  Milling  Company,  and  is  now  successfully  manag¬ 
ing  that  business. 

Mr.  Cochran  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Agnes  Haynes,  who  is  a 
native  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born  four 
children,  Clement  H.,  Jr.,  Mary  J.,  David  R.  and  Elizabeth.  Their  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  412  Linwood  avenue.  Mr.  Cochran  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn 
Club  and  his  religious  connection  is  with  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  elder.  He  takes  a  live  interest  in 
those  things  which  affect  the  civic  and  moral  welfare  of  his  city  and 
county  and  among  those  who  know  him  he  is  accounted  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  high  ideals,  his  life  record  being  in  harmony  with  that 
of  his  honored  ancestry. 


JOHN  E.  BARRY 

Among  the  prominent  members  of  the  Erie  county  bar  is  numbered 
John  E.  Barry,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo 
for  the  past  twenty-eight  years.  He  is  also  actively  identified  with  one 
of  the  latest  advances  in  wireless  service,  controlled  by  the  Universal 
Wireless  Company.  Born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  in  1879,  he  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Rose  (Conway)  Barry,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  this 
country.  His  maternal  grandfather,  John  Conway,  served  as  a  captain 
in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  one  of  his  brothers  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Antietam. 

John  E.  Barry  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  then  entered  the  law  college  of  Cornell  Uni* 
versify,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
In  1902  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo  and 
during  the  subsequent  years  has  met  with  large  success,  being  recognized 
as  one  of  this  city’s  able,  skilled  and  trustworthy  attorneys. 
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Mr.  Barry  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  the  secretary  of  the  Uni¬ 
versal  Wireless  Company,  which  was  founded  in  May,  1928,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  equipping  and  operating  an  inland  radio  commercial  telegraph 
company.  The  first  circuit,  which  was  opened  for  business  February  5, 
1930,  is  that  between  New  York  and  Chicago,  and  other  circuits  will  be 
opened  in  the  near  future,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  company  to  cover 
the  entire  United  States  with  an  efficient  multiple-direction  service.  The 
headquarters  of  this  corporation  is  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Mr.  Barry  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eva  R.  Rilling  and  they  reside 
at  86  Audubon  drive,  in  Snyder,  New  York.  He  commands  an  extensive 
legal  practice  and  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He 
shows  a  commendable  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
and  advancement  of  Buffalo  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  progressive, 
enterprising  and  successful  men  of  affairs. 


DAVID  M.  COWAN 

A  notable  business  career  of  fifty-seven  years  with  one  organization 
was  that  of  the  late  David  M.  Cowan,  for  seventeen  years  president  of 
the  Plimpton-Cowan  Company,  Inc.,  chemical  importers  and  wholesale 
dealers  in  drugs  and  sundries.  Mr.  Cowan,  whose  death  occurred  suddenly 
at  Buffalo,  May  5,  1929,  was  one  of  the  most  respected  and  widely  known 
citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  a  power  in  the  drug  trade, 
not  only  in  his  home  city  but  throughout  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was 
a  zealous  participant  in  various  civic  and  club  affairs  of  Buffalo.  He  was 
a  man  inspired  by  high  ideals,  and  he  displayed  a  devotion  to  duty  as  a 
member  of  the  community  which  was  unsurpassed.  His  rise  from  humble 
beginnings  to  executive  supremacy  in  his  company,  forms  a  story  typical 
of  those  which  are  held  before  the  ambitious  youth  of  the  land  as  guilding 
beacons,  and  in  the  commercial  history  of  western  New  York  his  name 
will  ever  be  conspicuous.  Mr.  Cowan  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born 
December  25,  1854.  His  parents,  Robert  and  Mary  (Finley)  Cowan, 
natives  of  Innieshargie,  County  Down,  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States 
when  young  and  were  married  in  Buffalo.  Robert  Cowan,  an  architect  and 
building  contractor,  retired  from  business  many  years  prior  to  his  death. 

David  M.  Cowan  attended  public  school  No.  16  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  old  Central  high  school.  He  began  his  business  career  with 
Bradstreet’s  but  remained  only  a  few  weeks  in  that  connection.  He 
observed  an  advertisement  in  a  newspaper  for  a  boy  to  handle  the  petty 
cash  with  the  firm  of  Powell  &  Plimpton,  wholesale  and  retail  drug  dealers 
and  chemical  importers,  then  located  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and 
Seneca  streets.  He  applied  for  the  place,  was  accepted,  and  thus  in  1872 
he  became  an  employe  of  the  concern  with  which  he  was  to  spend  his  life, 
beginning  with  a  salary  of  four  dollars  per  week.  This  company  had  been 
established  by  John  Williams  in  1834  and  was  located  near  the  foot  of 
Main  street  then  the  center  of  business  activity  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Cowan 
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advanced  rapidly  and  was  soon  given  a  minor  position  as  assistant  book¬ 
keeper.  For  five  years  he  returned  to  the  office  every  night,  remaining 
until  ten  o’clock,  mastering  the  details  of  bookkeeping,  and  was  finally 
made  head  bookkeeper  and  chief  accountant.  In  1890,  after  the  death  of 
John  Powell,  the  senior  member,  Mr.  Cowan  was  taken  into  partnership 
by  George  A.  Plimpton,  thus  creating  the  firm  of  Plimpton,  Cowan  & 
Company.  Several  years  later  George  A.  Cowan,  brother  of  David  M. 
Cowan,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  and  at  that  time  David  M.  was  appointed 
president  of  the  company,  a  position  he  capably  held  for  seventeen  years. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Plimpton,  the  firm  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  the  Plimpton-Cowan  Company,  Inc.  At  this  time,  David  M. 
Cowan’s  two  sons,  Harold  David  and  Howard  Wallace,  were  admitted  to 
partnership.  The  subject  of  this  biography  remained  as  president  until 
1926,  at  which  time  he  resigned  and  became  chairman  of  the  board,  his 
brother,  George  A.,  succeeding  to  the  presidency,  while  Harold  D.  and 
Howard  W.  Cowan  were  made  vice  presidents.  In  December,  1930,  the 
Plimpton-Cowan  Company,  Inc.,  was  liquidated  after  ninety-seven  years 
of  keen  business  activity  and  usefulness.  During  this  long  period  it 
occupied  but  four  different  locations — the  first  on  lower  Main  street,  then 
the  business  center  of  the  city,  the  second  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Seneca  streets,  the  third  on  Washington  street  between  Swan 
and  South  Division,  and  the  fourth  at  the  corner  of  Swan  and  Ellicott 
streets.  It  was  the  oldest  wholesale  drug  and  chemical  importing  business 
in  western  New  York,  and  its  reputation  for  strictest  integrity  and  hon¬ 
orable  dealings  was  recognized  from  coast  to  coast. 

David  M.  Cowan  was  an  outstanding  example  of  a  self-made  man  and 
his  friends  and  admirers  were  legion.  His  considerate  and  understanding 
nature  made  him  singularly  kind  to  his  employes,  many  of  whom  were  in 
his  service  for  from  thirty  to  fifty  years.  No  one  was  ever  known  to 
have  heard  an  adverse  criticism  from  him  against  any  individual,  firm  or 
competitor;  he  always  had  a  kindly  thought  and  word  for  everyone.  Faith, 
charity  and  brotherly  love  were  exemplified  in  his  daily  life  and  carried 
out  in  business  contact  with  his  customers  and  friends,  and  of  him  it 
was  said :  His  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
the  Buffalo  Evening  News  said  editorially:  “Business  success,  civic  up¬ 
building  and  a  wide  range  of  cultural  and  social  achievement  were  united 
in  the  career  of  David  M.  Cowan,  whose  death  brings  sorrow  to  a  host 
of  friends.  Mr.  Cowan  was  born  in  Buffalo  and  early  engaged  in  business, 
being  associated  from  his  youth  upward  with  the  enterprise  which  became 
the  widely  known  wholesale  drug  establishment  of  Plimpton  &  Cowan, 
Inc.,  of  which  he  was  president.  In  a  large  and  representative  sense  Mr. 
Cowan  was  identified  with  the  developmental  life  of  Buffalo  both  in  busi¬ 
ness  capacities  and  the  city’s  social  and  institutional  progress.  He  was 
prominent  in  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  club  activities.  His  alert  and 
vigorous  interest  in  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  community  was 
exemplified  by  his  earnest,  efficient  furtherance  of  the  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  the  Fine  Arts  Academy,  the  Albright  Art  Gallery,  the  Buffalo 
Public  Library,  and  his  responsiveness  to  all  causes  associated  with 
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enlightenment  and  constructiveness.  Buffalo  mourns  the  loss  of  an  admir¬ 
able  citizen  in  the  death  of  David  M.  Cowan.” 

Mr.  Cowan  was  a  prominent  member  and  former  vice  president  of 
the  National  Wholesale  Druggists’  Association.  He  was  a  member  and 
former  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce;  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Veteran  Druggists’  Association;  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Fine  Arts  Academy;  a  life  member  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery;  a  life 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society;  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Orphan  Asylum ;  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences ; 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club;  a  member  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Association;  a  director  of  the  Ellicott  Club;  a  director  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Athletic  Club ;  a  member  of  the  Park  Club ;  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Club ;  and  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Brown 
Steamship  Company.  Mr.  Cowan’s  political  affiliation  was  with  the  repub¬ 
lican  party,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  vitally  interested  in  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
local  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  to  the  Berkshire  Farm  for 
Boys,  Park  College  of  Parkville,  Missouri,  the  Seamen’s  Home  of  New 
York  city  and  the  Pocket  Testament  League  of  New  York. 

On  August  20,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of  David  M.  Cowan  and 
Marion  Wallace  Moses,  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Pollard) 
Moses,  of  Buffalo.  William  Moses,  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
Margaret  Pollard,  who  was  born  in  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  their  youth.  The  former  was  an  expert 
efficiency  engineer  and  a  noted  inventor  of  mechanical  appliances.  Mrs. 
Cowan  acquired  her  education  in  the  Miss  Hotchkiss  private  school  and 
the  old  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum,  a  corporate 
manager  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Erie  County  League  of 
Women  Voters.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Parish  Society 
of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  is  largely  interested  in  affairs 
of  the  city  and  likewise  helps  support  many  private  charities.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cowan  became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Harold  D.  and  Howard  W. 

Harold  D.  Cowan  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  18,  1888.  He  attended 
the  Lafayette  high  school  and  Mr.  Wheeler’s  private  school  and  in  June, 
1911,  was  graduated  from  Yale  University.  He  then  entered  his  father’s 
business  and  after  having  mastered  every  detail  thereof  was  chosen  for  the 
official  position  of  vice  president.  During  the  period  of  America’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  World  war,  he  served  as  first  lieutenant  with  the  Medical 
Supply  Corps  Depots  and  was  stationed  at  Cosne,  France,  and  later  at 
Rennes,  France.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Theta  Psi  fraternity,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Luncheon 
Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church.  Harold  D.  Cowan 
was  married  October  4,  1914,  to  Inafold  E.  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Miles  Wilson  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  State 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


337 


Normal  School.  On  her  paternal  side  she  is  a  descendant  of  Isaac  Austin 
of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  she  can  also  trace  her  ancestry  on  the  maternal 
side  to  Revolutionary  days.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  New 
England  Women  and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harold  D.  Cowan  have  two  children,  Barbara  Austin  and 
Margaret  Dickson. 

Howard  W.  Cowan  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  21,  1892.  In  the  acquire¬ 
ment  of  an  education  he  attended  the  Lafayette  high  school,  Nichols  School 
of  Buffalo,  the  Pawling  School  for  Boys  at  Pawling,  New  York,  and  Yale 
University  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  being  graduated  from  the  last 
named  institution  in  1914.  He  then  went  abroad,  being  in  Europe  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  World  war.  He  served  on  the  Mexican  border 
with  Troop  I,  which  he  joined  on  its  organization,  returning  to  Buffalo 
after  nine  months’  border  duty  in  April,  1917.  In  June  following  he 
enlisted  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Forty-ninth  Infantry.  He  saw  active 
service  in  France  and  was  instructor  at  the  McNabb  School  of  Musketry, 
located  at  Le  Mans,  France.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  entered  his  father’s  business  and  after¬ 
ward  became  a  vice  president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  Club,  the 
University  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Club  (former  president),  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Theta  Psi  collegiate  fraternity.  Mr.  Cowan 
is  a  deacon  in  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  On  September  19, 
1919,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Katherine  H.  Hardy,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Erastus  Hardy  of  Englewood,  New  Jersey.  Mrs. 
Cowan  is  a  graduate  of  the  Westover  School  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 
and  is  prominent  in  Buffalo  society  and  in  a  number  of  charitable  enter¬ 
prises.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  League  and  is  the  leader  of  its 
Glee  Club.  She  is  a  director  of  the  junior  board  of  the  Millard  Fillmore 
Hospital,  a  director  of  the  Ingleside  Home  for  Wayward  Girls  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Willing  Workers. 
In  1930  Mrs.  Cowan  acted  as  chairman  of  the  drive  for  the  Ingleside  Home 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  one  quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  which  drive  was 
successful.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  W.  Cowan  have  two  children,  Robert 
Hardy  and  Virginia  Winifred. 


ARNOLD  BEACH  WATSON 

Although  he  has  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  Arnold  Beach 
Watson,  of  Buffalo,  is  yet  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  of 
affairs  in  the  city,  with  a  long  record  of  notable  achievement  and  many 
years  of  responsible  and  capable  service  to  his  credit.  In  club  and  civic 
affairs  of  Buffalo  he  has  also  engaged  actively  during  his  career,  and  is 
the  possessor  of  a  most  enviable  reputation  among  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Watson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  5,  1877,  a  son  of  Henry  M. 
and  Ellen  O.  (Winnie)  Watson  and  a  grandson  of  Arnold  B.  Watson, 
who  lived  at  Unadilla,  New  York.  Henry  M.  Watson  was  born  at  Unadilla, 
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Otsego  county,  New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1911.  At  one  time,  he 
was  president  of  the  International  Railway  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  also 
was  president  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  He  was  a  republican,  and 
a  member  and  vestryman  in  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  The  mother 
of  Arnold  B.  Watson  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  John 
Winnie,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  in  December,  1910. 

Arnold  B.  Watson  received  his  early  education  in  private  schools  of 
Buffalo,  then  entered  Yale  University,  and  from  that  institution  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1898.  He  next  became  associated 
with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Buffalo,  was  made  managing  head 
of  the  operative  department  and  remained  with  the  company  for  a  period 
of  ten  years.  He  then  established  himself  in  the  brokerage  business  with 
John  H.  Baker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Baker  &  Watson,  which  con¬ 
nection  was  maintained  for  over  a  decade,  after  which  Mr.  Watson  became 
a  vice  president  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  retaining  that 
post  until  the  company  merged  with  the  Fidelity  and  Trust  Company. 
He  is  now  retired  from  active  participation  in  business  affairs. 

During  the  World  war  Mr.  Watson  went  to  France  in  the  service  of 
the  American  Red  Cross,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  likewise 
active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives  in  Buffalo  during  the 
time  he  was  here.  He  is  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party.  He  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club,  the  Book  and  Snake  Society  at  Yale 
University,  and  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city. 

At  Buffalo,  on  January  20,  1910,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Arnold  B. 
Watson  and  Miss  Esther  P.  Goodyear,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter 
of  Charles  W.  and  Ella  (Conger)  Goodyear,  the  father  now  deceased. 
She  received  her  education  in  Buffalo  and  abroad,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  also  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  three  daughters  have  been  born: 
Ellen  P.,  who  was  educated  in  Buffalo  and  at  the  Miss  Hall  School  of 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts ;  Esther,  now  a  student  in  Buffalo  Seminary ; 
and  Ann,  now  attending  Elmwood  school.  The  family  residence  is  at 
No.  180  Bryant  street. 


THOMAS  ROCHESTER  WHEELER 

For  over  a  half  century  the  name  of  Wheeler  has  been  a  prominent 
and  influential  one  at  the  bar  of  Erie  county.  Judge  Charles  B.  Wheeler 
served  for  fifteen  years  upon  the  New  York  supreme  court  bench  and  for  a 
decade  has  been  official  referee  of  that  court  and  his  son,  Thomas  R. 
Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke, 
Mitchell,  Bass  and  Letchworth  and  is  numbered  among  the  abler  members 
of  the  Erie  county  bar. 

Thomas  R.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  29,  1885,  the  only  son 
of  Judge  Charles  B.  and  Frances  Monroe  (Rochester)  Wheeler,  who  are 
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mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  graduated  from  the 
Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  in  1903,  and  in  1907  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Williams  College,  while  in  1909  the  University  of 
Buffalo  granted  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Entering  active 
practice,  he  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke, 
Mitchell  &  Bass,  and  in  1920  became  a  member  of  that  firm,  which  status 
obtains  at  present.  This  is  one  of  the  prominent  law  firms  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and 
is  also  vice  president  and  a  trustee  of  the  Legal  Aid  Bureau. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  republican,  and  his  church  is  the  Trinity 
Episcopal,  in  which  he  is  a  vestryman.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club,  the  Marshall  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Williams  College  Alumni  Association,  and  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  and  also  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Association  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi 
fraternity  and  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fraternity.  During  the  World  war 
he  did  his  utmost  to  meet  the  demands  of  patriotic  citizenship,  was  a 
member  of  the  local  legal  advisory  board  and  also  a  speaker  in  the  interest 
of  the  various  Liberty  Loan  drives. 

Thomas  R.  Wheeler  was  married  in  Buffalo,  April  15,  1912,  to  Miss 
Anna  Titus  Allen,  who  was  born  here,  a  daughter  of  William  S.  and 
Anna  (Ramsdell)  Allen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  this  city.  Mr. 
Allen,  who  was  in  the  art  business,  is  now  deceased,  but  his  widow  resides 
in  this  city.  Mrs.  Wheeler  graduated  from  the  Franklin  School  of  Buffalo 
and  from  Miss  Wright’s  School  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo  and  the  Garret  Club. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  have  four  children,  as  follows:  Anne  Ramsdell, 
born  February  6,  1913,  is  a  student  in  Oldfield’s  School  of  Glencoe,  Mary¬ 
land;  Frances  Rochester,  born  January  12,  1915,  is  also  a  student  at 
Oldfield’s  School;  Evelyn,  born  August  16,  1920,  and  Charles  Barker  II, 
born  December  17,  1922,  are  students  at  the  Franklin  School  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Wheeler’s  residence  is  at  170  Anderson  place,  Buffalo,  and  his  sum¬ 
mer  home,  “Westridge,”  is  on  Porterville  road,  East  Aurora,  New  York. 


ELMER  BAASE 

In  the  insurance  circles  of  Buffalo,  Elmer  Baase  is  recognized  as  a  man 
of  superior  ability  and  as  the  western  New  York  manager  for  the  Fidelity 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  is  making 
an  enviable  record.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  9,  1889,  and  is  a  son 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (Selke)  Baase,  the  former  born  near  Berlin, 
Germany,  and  the  latter  in  Buffalo.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Charles 
Selke,  was  well  known  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  city.  To  Charles 
and  Mary  Baase  were  born  four  children,  Belva,  Elmer,  Charles  and 
Lotta,  the  last  named  now  deceased. 

Elmer  Baase  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public  schools 
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and  after  graduating  from  high  school  entered  the  employ  of  the  People’s 
Bank,  with  which  institution  he  remained  for  three  years.  In  1911  he 
went  to  western  Canada,  where  he  successfully  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business.  After  several  years  he  retired  from  that  field  of  activity  and, 
desirous  of  experience,  went  to  work  for  the  factors  who  were  building 
the  first  railroad  to  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia,  on  which  project 
he  served  as  a  surveyor.  The  road  penetrated  a  wild  region,  much  of 
which  was  virgin  territory,  and  his  experiences  in  that  district  were 
instructive,  sometimes  thrilling  and  altogether  wholesome  and  greatly 
enjoyed  by  him.  On  the  completion  of  the  road,  Mr.  Baase  returned  to 
Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  cost  accounting,  to  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  until  1919,  when  he  entered  the  insurance  field  as  a 
solicitor  for  the  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  gained  valuable  experience  as  a  field  man,  and  at  the  same  time 
demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  business  producer.  His  reputation  along 
that  line  led  to  his  selection  as  manager  at  Buffalo  for  the  Fidelity  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  in  which  position  he  has  succeeded  in  greatly 
increasing  the  company’s  business  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Baase  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  S.  Scholpp,  who  was 
born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Scholpp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baase  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  James 
Elmer,  born  in  Buffalo,  June  1,  1926,  and  Mary  Ann,  born  in  Buffalo,  July 
31,  1928.  Mr.  Baase  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  the  York  Rite 
of  Masonry  and  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite  and  is  a 
Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  a  member  of  the  Shrine  Patrol.  He 
belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  the  Meadowbrook  Golf  and  Country 
Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Ad  Club  and  the  Alledoo  Luncheon  Club.  He 
is  identified  with  the  National  Association  of  Life  Insurance  Underwriters 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  life  insurance  men  of  this  city,  as 
is  indicated  by  the  remarkable  success  which  has  attended  his  service 
as  local  manager.  He  resides  at  No.  124  North  drive. 


JOSEPH  G.  SCHAFF 

Joseph  G.  Schaff,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  William  Simon  Brewery  of 
Buffalo,  is  known  as  one  of  the  capable  business  executives  of  the  city, 
and  has  long  been  identified  with  the  company  with  which  he  is  now  associ¬ 
ated.  Mr.  Schaff  has  all  the  substantial  qualities  of  his  race,  and  his 
ancestors  became  citizens  of  Buffalo  nearly  a  century  ago.  In  civic  af¬ 
fairs  of  Buffalo,  he  has  invariably  been  an  enthusiastic  participant,  and 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  German  citizenship  and  social  circles  he  has 
likewise  manifested  an  active  interest  and  cooperation. 

Joseph  G.  Schaff  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  23,  1866,  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  (Ball)  Schaff.  His  grandfather,  also  named  Joseph  Schaff, 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1873.  He  was  a  moulder  by 
occupation,  his  wife,  Margaret  Schaff,  who  died  at  Buffalo  in  1848,  was 
born  in  Germany.  Their  son,  Joseph  Schaff,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  1, 
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1839,  and  died  in  this  city,  September  25,  1911.  He  was  a  pattern-maker 
by  trade,  a  member  of  St.  Michael’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  a  republican 
in  politics,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  in  the  Engineer  Corps.  Mar¬ 
garet  (Ball)  Schaff,  the  mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Weisbeck)  Ball,  the  former 
born  in  Alsace-Lorraine  in  1817,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1892,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine  in  1812,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1898. 
They  were  the  first  couple  to  be  married  in  the  old  log  building  known  as 
the  St.  Louis  Church.  Joseph  Ball  conducted  a  store  and  saloon  in  Buffalo, 
was  prominent  in  the  republican  party,  served  as  city  treasurer  at  one 
time,  and  for  six  years  was  poormaster. 

Joseph  G.  Schaff  was  educated  in  St.  Michael’s  parochial  school,  under 
the  tutelage  of  the  Jesuit  fathers,  and  also  took  a  course  in  night  school. 
He  became  associated  with  the  dry  goods  firm  of  Arend,  Morgan  &  Rogers 
when  twelve  years  old,  working  as  a  cash  boy  for  two  years  and  then  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  was  employed  by  Barnes,  Bancroft  &  Company,  like¬ 
wise  dry  goods  merchants,  with  which  concern  he  began  as  an  office  boy 
and  finished  as  a  bookkeeper.  At  this  point  Mr.  Schaff  entered  upon  a 
period  of  forty  years  service  with  the  William  Simon  Brewery,  beginning 
as  office  man,  and  later  becoming  office  manager.  The  brewery  was  owned 
by  the  Simon  family,  William  Simon  having  been  the  father-in-law  of 
Mr.  Schaff.  The  company  was  incorporated  January  1,  1907,  when  Wil¬ 
liam  Simon  became  president,  Gerhard  J.  Simon,  secretary,  William  J. 
Simon,  vice  president,  and  Mr.  Schaff  treasurer.  After  the  death  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Simon,  William  J.  Simon  succeeded  his  father  as  president  in  1918, 
Gerhard  J.  Simon  became  vice  president,  and  Mr.  Schaff  continued  as 
treasurer,  which  is  the  present  official  roll  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Schaff  is  president  of  the  United  German,  French  &  Roman 
Catholic  Cemetery  Association  of  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  political  affairs  gives  his  support  to  the 
republican  party.  He  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  the 
Meadowbrook  Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Humboldt  Club,  the  Boreal 
Club,  the  Orpheus  Society  of  Buffalo  (life  member),  the  Turnverein  Club 
and  the  Buffalo  Trap  &  Field  Club. 

On  September  27,  1893,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Schaff  was  married  to  Miss 
Juliana  T.  Simon,  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Theresa  (Brandstetter)  Simon,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  the  founder  of  the  William  Simon  Brewery,  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  democrat,  served  as  democratic  state  committeeman,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  grade  crossing  commissioners  in  Buffalo.  He  died  in  this  city, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  while  on  a  visit  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Mrs. 
Schaff  was  educated  in  St.  Nicholas  parochial  school  and  Nardin  Academy 
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  St.  Mark’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaff  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  namely:  William  S., 
born  October  28,  1895,  attended  St.  Patrick’s  parochial  school  under  Fran¬ 
ciscan  fathers,  graduated  from  St.  John’s  Military  School,  and  during  the 
World  war  was  in  training  at  Fort  Niagara  and  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina,  and  served  overseas  one  year  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
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Seventy-fourth  Military  Band.  He  is  now  a  searcher  in  the  office  of  the 
corporation  counsel  of  Buffalo.  J.  Gerhard,  the  second  son,  was  born 
August  15,  1900,  attended  St.  Patrick’s  parochial  school,  was  graduated  at 
the  Buffalo  Technology  high  school,  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo. 


CHARLES  A.  SCHROWE 

Charles  A.  Schrowe,  whose  death  occurred  at  Buffalo,  March  1,  1930, 
had  for  many  years  held  a  prominent  position  in  business,  in  the  hide, 
leather  and  tallow  industry  and  in  connection  with  a  number  of  banking 
institutions.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  principles,  and  his  business  activities 
were  always  conducted  upon  an  ethical  plane.  His  place  in  the  ranks 
of  Buffalo’s  citizenship  was  unassailable,  and  he  possessed  many  friends. 

Mr.  Schrowe  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  17,  1869,  a  son  of  Charles  W. 
and  Caroline  Schrowe,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  the  tallow  business  for  many  years.  Charles  A.  Schrowe 
was  educated  in  Canisius  Academy  and  College,  and  upon  his  graduation 
he  became  associated  with  the  Charles  W.  Schrowe  Tallow  Company. 
Later  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  dealing  in  hides  and  tallow. 
He  was  also  for  many  years  manager  of  the  American  Hide  and  Leather 
Company,  and  when  the  company  decided  to  close  its  Buffalo  branch  Mr. 
Schrowe  took  it  over.  His  business  was  located  at  14  Spencer  street, 
where  it  is  conducted  at  present  by  his  son,  Francis  Schrowe. 

Mr.  Schrowe  was  also  a  leading  figure  in  banking  circles.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  a  director  of  the  East  Side  Bank,  was  president 
of  the  Share  Corporation  of  the  Amherst  Bank,  also  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  and  was  vice  president  of  the  Share  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  East  Side  Bank.  As  an  expression  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellows,  resolutions  were  passed  after  his  death  by  the 
East  Side  Bank,  as  follows: 

“The  board  of  directors  of  the  East  Side  National  Bank  have  learned 
with  sorrow  and  regret  of  the  death  of  Charles  A.  Schrowe,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  this  bank  since  its  organization.  Charles  A.  Schrowe 
was  born,  lived  and  died  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  His  life  was  one  of  well- 
rounded  activity  and  achievement  and  service  to  others.  Here  he  earned 
and  held  the  affection  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  will  be  best  remembered  by  the  members  of  this  board  as  a  loyal 
associate,  a  gracious,  kindly  man,  who  counted  him  not  only  their  asso¬ 
ciate,  but  their  friend. 

“To  his  bereaved  wife  and  family  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  loss  and  be  it  resolved : 

“That  this  memorial  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  bank  and  a 
copy  thereof  suitably  engrossed  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our  deceased 
friend  and  associate. 

“Buffalo,  March  12,  1930.’’ 
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Mr.  Schrowe  held  membership  in  the  Humboldt  Club  and  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Canisius  College.  He  was  a  Catholic  in  his  religious  faith, 
and  his  political  support  was  accorded  the  democratic  party.  He  had  a 
love  for  horses,  and  at  one  time  he  was  noted  for  the  fine  driving  horses 
he  owned.  His  summer  home  was  a  farm  at  Williamsville,  where  he  and 
his  family  spent  the  summer  months  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  the 
possession  of  which  was  one  of  his  keenest  enjoyments  and  diversions. 

On  April  25,  1900,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Charles  A.  Schrowe  and 
Frances  Kam,  a  daughter  of  Baptiste  and  Magdalena  (Rick)  Kam  of 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Her  father  came  to  this  country  from  Germany 
when  he  was  very  young,  and  in  Buffalo  engaged  in  the  baking  business. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schrowe  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  as  follows :  Adella  F.,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Sacred  Heart  Academy  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College; 
Francis  C.,  who  attended  Canisius  College  and  now  conducts  his  father’s 
business,  married  Gertrude  Sheridan,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Patricia  Lou;  Charlotte  E.,  who  attended  Bennett  high 
school  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College ;  and  Mary  L.,  who 
attended  Bennett  high  school.  The  Buffalo  residence  of  the  family  is  at 
264  Humboldt  parkway. 


RALPH  K.  ROBERTSON 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Ralph  K.  Robertson,  president  of  the  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Erie  County,  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  able  and  successful  lawyers.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  for  twenty-five 
years  and  has  an  extensive  and  desirable  clientele.  For  fourteen  years 
Colonel  Robertson  performed  meritorious  service  in  the  employ  of  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  in  a  legal  capacity,  and  in  many  other  ways ;  in  the  profession 
and  in  military,  club,  and  civic  affairs,  he  has  enhanced  the  excellent 
reputation  which  he  now  enjoys  in  his  native  community. 

Ralph  K.  Robertson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  April  24,  1883,  a 
son  of  John  S.  and  Eva  V.  (Beyer)  Robertson,  and  a  grandson  of  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Rebecca  (Orr)  Robertson,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  at 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1814,  and  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1847.  He 
was  a  mechanical  engineer,  and  received  his  education  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  His  wife  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  in  1826,  and 
died  in  Buffalo  in  1901.  John  S.  Robertson  was  born  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
October  7,  1845,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  March  13,  1922.  He  was  the  man¬ 
ager  of  the  tax  department  of  the  Title  Insurance  Company  of  this  city, 
a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Baptist  Church,  a  republican  in  politics,  and 
served  both  as  deputy  city  clerk  and  assessor.  He  had  a  distinguished 
military  record  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  from  1862  to  1865  with  the 
Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville.  The  mother  of  Ralph  K.  Robertson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August 
16,  1856,  a  daughter  of  the  late  William  Beyer,  and  now  resides  in  her 
native  city.  Ralph  K.  Robertson  was  one  of  three  brothers,  the  others 
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being:  Samuel  L.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  investment  business  in  Buffalo, 
and  Allan  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Colonel  Robertson  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  in 
1900,  then  entered  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution  he  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1904,  and  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in 
1906,  while  in  1919  he  took  a  special  course  at  the  University  of  London. 
In  1906  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  and  for  a  short 
time  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Bissell,  Cary  &  Cooke  of  Buffalo, 
While  for  five  years  he  was  associated  with  DeWitt  Clinton  as  a  clerk. 
In  1912  he  became  assistant  city  attorney  of  Buffalo,  and  later  was  deputy 
corporation  counsel.  Since  1926,  when  he  left  the  employ  of  the  city, 
he  has  engaged  in  general  civil  practice,  with  offices  in  the  Morgan  build¬ 
ing.  Previous  to  his  election  as  president  in  December,  1930,  he  had 
served  as  a  trustee  and.  treasurer  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 

Colonel  Robertson  has  for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  military 
affairs.  In  1906  he  first  became  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sev¬ 
enty-fourth  Infantry  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  in  which  he 
has  held  all  ranks  to  and  including  lieutenant  colonel,  his  present  title. 
From  July,  1916,  until  February  28,  1917,  he  was  stationed  on  the  Mexican 
border,  then  returned  to  Buffalo  with  his  regiment,  and  on  March  28, 
1917,  was  called  into  United  States  service.  Until  September,  1917,  he 
was  engaged  in  public  utility  guard  duty  at  Buffalo,  then  went  to  Camp 
Wadsworth  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  a  staff  officer. 
He  sailed  for  France  in  September,  1918,  and  remained  overseas  until 
July,  1919,  on  the  defensive  sector  around  Chaumont.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  August  1,  1919,  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  Since  the  war,  Colonel  Robertson  has  been  an  interested  worker 
in  the  affairs  of  the  American  Legion,  a  member  of  Semper  Fidelis  Post 
No.  356,  of  Buffalo,  and  was  national  executive  committeeman  for  the 
department  of  New  York.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason,  with  membership 
in  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  and 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  is  chief  of  staff.  He 
belongs  to  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo, 
and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Lafayette  Baptist  Church. 


ROBERT  L.  WELLS 

Among  the  younger  business  men  and  financial  executives  of  Buffalo 
who  have  met  with  marked  success  in  this  field  is  Robert  L.  Wells,  who 
is  trust  officer  of  the  Liberty  Bank.  He  is  likewise  a  lawyer,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  practiced  his  profession  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his 
entrance  into  banking. 

Robert  L.  Wells  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  26,  1899,  a 
son  of  James  E.  and  Cora  B.  (Meyers)  Wells,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  publication.  Mr.  Wells  graduated  from  the  Lafayette 
high  school  of  Buffalo  with  the  class  of  1914.  He  then  received  an  appoint- 
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ment  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  but 
resigned  from  there  after  the  armistice,  and  entered  the  University  of 
Buffalo  Law  School,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1919.  In  1920  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New 
York  state,  and  began  practice  in  Buffalo,  continuing  in  the  profession 
until  May  1,  1928.  On  that  date  he  became  associated  with  the  Com¬ 
munity  National  Bank  as  trust  officer,  and  when  this  bank  was  absorbed 
by  the  Liberty  Bank,  Mr.  Wells  became  trust  officer  of  the  latter  institu¬ 
tion,  his  incumbency  dating  from  June  10,  1929. 

On  October  25,  1924,  Mr.  Wells  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Newton, 
a  daughter  of  Alton  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Corell)  Newton  of  Buffalo,  where 
the  father  is  a  lumber  merchant.  Mrs.  Wells  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  high  school,  and  attended  Pine  Manor  school  at  Wellesley,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Nancy  Anne,  Peggy  Newton,  Marcia  Garrett,  and  Jane  Edson. 

Mr.  Wells  holds  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Transit  Valley  Country  Club,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian  Church. 


WILLIAM  SHARP  RANN 

One  of  the  respected  lawyers  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  William  Sharp 
Rann,  of  the  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  with  offices 
at  1815  Liberty  Bank  building.  Mr.  Rann  has  conducted  much  litigation 
of  importance  in  New  York  state,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
practice.  His  legal  work  in  the  interests  of  his  home  city  as  corporation 
counsel  is  a  notable  phase  of  the  city’s  administrative  history. 

William  S.  Rann  was  born  in  Whitewater,  Wisconsin,  April  24,  1860, 
a  son  of  L.  Hamilton  and  Alice  (Sharp)  Rann.  The  father  was  pro¬ 
prietor  and  editor  of  the  Whitewater  Register  and  at  one  time  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Editorial  Association.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  Frank  H.  Severance,  of  Buffalo,  began  his  journalistic  career 
on  the  Register  and  former  Governor  Peck,  of  Wisconsin,  learned  type¬ 
setting  on  this  paper  from  L.  Hamilton  Rann. 

William  S.  Rann  attended  the  public  schools  of  Silver  Creek,  New 
York,  then  studied  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  New  York, 
also  at  Hamilton  College  in  the  class  of  1883.  He  later  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  that  institution.  Mr.  Rann  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  1884,  and  was  in  the  same  class  with  Judge 
Daniel  J.  Kenefick,  who  was  the  youngest  man  in  the  class.  Mr.  Rann 
first  engaged  in  practice  at  Fredonia,  New  York,  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  at  Salamanca,  New  York,  for  a  brief  period.  He  next  accepted  a 
position  as  railroad  claim  agent  in  Chicago  and  after  one  year,  in  1890, 
came  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  practiced  law  for  six  months,  then  was  a  news¬ 
paper  reporter  on  The  Courier  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  promoted  to  the  city  editor’s  desk  and  retained  that  position  for 
three  years.  When  William  J.  Conners  bought  the  Enquirer,  Mr.  Rann 
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became  managing  editor  of  the  publication,  serving  for  one  year,  then 
held  a  like  position  on  the  Times  under  Norman  E.  Mack.  On  January  1, 
1898,  Mr.  Rann  was  appointed  deputy  assistant  city  attorney  of  Buffalo, 
and  from  that  time  served  as  a  subordinate  in  the  city  law  department 
until  January  1,  1914,  when,  having  been  regularly  elected,  he  assumed 
the  office  of  corporation  counsel,  which  important  position  he  held  until 
January,  1924.  He  then  resigned  in  order  to  join  the  law  firm  known  as 
Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  able  firms  of  the  city  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law, 
and  they  also  represent  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company.  Mr. 
Rann  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association,  and  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  director 
in  several  corporations. 

Mr.  Rann  was  married  in  November,  1885,  to  Miss  Emily  M.  Johnson, 
a  native  of  Fredonia,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Oscar  W.  and  Emily 
(Murray)  Johnson.  The  former  was  a  prominent  attorney  at  law  and 
both  the  father  and  mother  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rann  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Alice  Murray  Newcomb,  of  Buffalo, 
and  Harlow  C.,  who  died  in  1900,  at  ten  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Rann  is  a  democrat,  is  a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian 
Church  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club  of  Buffalo.  During  the  World  war  he  was  appeal  agent  under 
the  draft  act,  and  served  with  sixteen  other  agents  for  as  many  districts. 


WILLIAM  J.  GUNNELL 

Continuing  in  the  business  footsteps  of  his  father,  William  J.  Gunnell 
has  become  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  public  accountant  and  ably 
sustains  the  traditions  of  his  family,  which  has  done  notable  work  in 
Buffalo  in  this  connection.  Born  in  this  city,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1889,  he  is  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Louisa  S.  (Thompson)  Gunnell,  the 
former  a  native  of  Dundalk,  in  County  Louth,  and  the  latter  of  Castle 
Wellan,  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland.  The  Gunnell  family  is  of  French  origin 
and  was  established  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  persecution  of  the  Hugue¬ 
nots.  Among  the  relatives  of  Mrs.  Louisa  S.  (Thompson)  Gunnell  was  a 
great-uncle,  a  personage  of  note,  who  was  entrusted  by  Queen  Victoria 
with  the  mission  of  discovering  and  laying  out  an  overland  route  to  India 
— a  feat  which  he  successfully  accomplished. 

Coming  to  America  when  a  young  man  of  twenty,  William  J.  Gunnell, 
Sr.,  settled  in  Buffalo  but  later  returned  to  the  Emerald  isle  and  after 
his  marriage  brought  his  bride  to  this  country.  For  several  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  R.  W.  Bell  Soap  Manufacturing  Company  of  Buffalo. 
In  1890  he  opened  a  public  accounting  office  at  317  Main  street  and  was 
the  first  public  accountant  in  the  city.  Later  he  removed  to  the  R.  G. 
Dun  building,  where  he  continued  in  business  until  his  death  on  the  19th 
of  January,  1923.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Gunnell,  who  still  makes  her 
home  in  Buffalo.  Of  their  five  children,  one  died  in  infancy,  while  Lillian 
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T.  passed  away  December  21,  1929.  Eleanor  was  married  in  1911  to 
Leigh  R.  Evans,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Morrison  Machine  Products 
Company,  and  they  reside  in  Elmira,  New  York.  Josephine  is  the  wife 
of  Felix  E.  Prochnow,  a  patent  attorney,  who  is  practicing  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Parker  &  Prochnow,  and  they  have  two  children,  Robert 
and  Josephine  Prochnow. 

The  son,  William  J.  Gunnell,  Jr.,  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette 
high  school  in  1909  and  then  studied  accounting  under  his  father.  For 
a  number  of  years  they  were  associated  as  partners  and  the  burden  of 
management  gradually  devolved  upon  the  son,  who  took  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  after  his  father’s  death  and  in  April,  1925,  moved  to  the  present  loca¬ 
tion  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Marine  Trust  building.  His  services  as  an 
expert  public  accountant  are  in  constant  demand  and  he  numbers  among 
his  clients  many  of  the  leading  business  firms  of  the  city.  He  has  official 
connections  with  a  number  of  large  corporations  operating  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

He  is  secretary,  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
Peter  Cooper  Corporations  of  Delaware;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the 
Peter  Cooper  Glue  Company,  Inc.,  of  Gowanda,  New  York,  an  industry 
founded  more  than  a  century  ago  by  Peter  Cooper,  the  noted  philanthropist 
and  business  pioneer;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Eastern  Tanners 
Glue  Company,  Inc.,  of  Gowanda,  New  York,  organized  in  1904;  secretary 
and  a  director  of  the  Diamond  Glue  Company,  Inc.,  of  Chicago;  secretary 
of  the  American  Glue  Company,  Inc. ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the 
Canada  Glue  Company,  Limited ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Henry 
Wilhelm  Company,  of  Pittsburgh ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Glue  Company,  Inc.;  president  and  a  director  of  Peter  Cooper’s  Glue 
Factory  of  Massachusetts;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Glue  Company,  Inc. ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Commonwealth  Glue 
Company,  Inc.;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Riverside  Glue  Company, 
Inc. ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Gowanda  Theatre  Corporation ;  and 
Secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Gowanda  Variety  Stores,  Incorporated. 
These  various  organizations  represent  important  interests,  the  glue  com¬ 
panies  being  the  largest  in  the  world,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Gunnell  has 
been  chosen  as  one  of  their  executives  establishes  his  keen  intelligence  and 
superior  business  ability. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1914,  Mr.  Gunnell  was  married  to  Miss  Clara 
Grace  Juengling,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Juengling,  a  retired  business 
man,  and  their  children  are:  William  J.  (Ill),  who  was  born  April  30, 
1915;  Richard  K.,  born  January  21,  1918;  and  Barbara  Ann,  born  June 
19,  1922.  The  family,  residing  at  75  Central  avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York, 
are  regular  attendants  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Mrs.  Gunnell  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Woman’s  Club  and  to  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  of 
Hamburg.  Mr.  Gunnell  is  a  member  of  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  625,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Hamburg  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club, 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the 
New  York  State  Society  of  Public  Accountants,  of  which  he  is  a  past 
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president,  and  the  National  Association  of  Cost  Accountants.  His  well 
developed  powers  and  even-paced  energy  have  carried  him  ever  onward, 
placing  him  with  the  leaders  in  his  particular  field,  and  his  personal  quali¬ 
ties  are  such  as  inspire  esteem,  confidence  and  friendship. 


ROBERT  J.  SUMMERS 

Robert  J.  Summers  is  an  attorney  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  is  associated  with  his  three  brothers,  Austin  W.,  George  J.  and 
Eugene  F.,  in  the  general  contracting  business  in  Mosier  &  Summers,  Inc. 

His  parents  were  William  Summers  (1853-1910)  and  Jane  Dawrs 
(1855-1899).  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Thomas  Summers  (1796- 
1880)  and  Ellen  Summers  (1807-1855).  His  maternal  grandparents  were 
William  Dawrs  (Dawes)  (1832-1879)  and  Sarah  Joslyn  (1837-1894). 
Sarah  Joslyn  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Lindsey  Joslyn,  who  fought  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  private  in  the  Berkshire  County  (Mass.) 
Regiment. 

Mr.  Summers  attended  the  preparatory  department  of  Canisius  College 
and  Masten  Park  high  school,  graduated  from  Hobart  College,  Geneva, 
New  York,  with  the  degree  of  B.  L.  in  1905,  and  from  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  in  1908,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 

Mr.  Summers  married  Estelle  Bryan  on  September  15,  1909.  Miss 
Bryan  was  the  daughter  of  J.  H.  B.  Bryan  of  Prince  George  county, 
Maryland,  and  Ida  Hunter  Bryan,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  William  R.  Bryan  (1827-1853)  and  Susannah  Page  Lanham, 
of  Maryland,  and  Joseph  Hunter  and  Molly  Eidlin,  of  Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Summers’  children  are  Jane  Ida,  Estelle  Bryan,  Ruth 
Mary,  Margaret  Stoddart,  William  Bayne,  Robert  Hunter,  Elinor  and 
George  Joslyn. 

Mr.  Summers  is  a  democrat  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Club  and  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  resides  at  No.  1867  Seneca  street, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


NATHANIEL  PARKER  HALL 

Through  his  activities  in  the  field  of  investment  banking  and  in  other 
connections,  Nathaniel  P.  Hall  has  stimulated  the  progress  of  Buffalo 
along  various  lines  and  represents  a  family  that  has  been  closely  and 
prominently  associated  with  the  city’s  development  for  more  than  eighty 
years.  Born  in  Buffalo,  April  24,  1874,  he  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Ellen  (Medbury)  Hall,  a  grandson  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  and  Lucy  (Walker) 
Hall  and  a  great-grandson  of  Nathaniel  and  Esther  (Parker)  Hall.  The 
family  is  of  English  origin  and  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  by  the  great-grandfather,  Nathaniel  Hall  (I),  who  was  pensioned 
for  his  service  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Regiment 
of  the  Continental  Army. 
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The  grandfather,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Hall,  was  a  prominent  physician  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  in  that  city  the  father,  Nathaniel  Hall  (V),  was 
born  May  22,  1829.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Rochester  and  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  arriving  here  on  the  1st 
of  June,  1849.  He  obtained  a  position  in  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Haddock, 
for  whom  he  also  worked  as  a  clerk  at  the  time  his  employer  was  health 
physician,  and  subsequently  was  a  member  of  the  clerical  force  in  the 
city  clerk’s  office.  In  January,  1850,  he  was  made  chief  clerk  in  the 
comptroller’s  office,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  four  years,  and  from  1854 
to  1858  was  first  deputy  comptroller.  Following  his  retirement  from 
that  office  he  entered  the  insurance  business  and  was  associated  with 
Edward  Brewster  until  1860,  when  he  was  joined  by  George  W.  Rounds, 
forming  the  firm  of  Rounds  &  Hall.  This  relationship  existed  for  eleven 
years,  or  until  1871,  when  Mr.  Hall  took  over  the  business,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  alone  until  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  and  then  admitted  his  son, 
Edward  A.  Hall,  to  a  partnership,  assuming  the  firm  style  of  Nathaniel 
Hall  &  Son.  Entering  this  field  of  activity  as  a  pioneer,  the  father  long 
maintained  a  position  of  leadership  in  insurance  circles  of  the  city  and  for 
thirty-five  years  was  the  Buffalo  representative  of  the  Springfield  Fire 
and  Marine  Insurance  Company,  while  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford.  He 
continued  active  in  the  business  until  a  short  time  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  28,  1892,  when  he  was  sixty-three  years  of  age.  For  many 
years  he  had  been  an  earnest,  helpful  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
and  was  also  identified  with  the  Keystone  Chapter  of  Masons,  the  Re¬ 
publican  League,  the  Buffalo  Board  of  Trade,  the  Merchants  Exchange, 
the  Historical  Society  and  the  Library  Association  of  Buffalo.  It  was  in 
September,  1859,  that  he  married  Miss  Ellen  Medbury,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Henrietta  (Titus)  Medbury,  of  New  Berlin,  Chenango  county, 
New  York.  Of  the  six  children  of  this  marriage  two  are  deceased,  Edward 
A.  and  Jessie  C.  The  others  are  Grace  L.,  Agnes  L.  and  Nathaniel  P. 
Hall,  all  of  Buffalo  ;  and  Rodney  D.  Hall,  of  New  York  city. 

Nathaniel  P.  Hall  attended  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  after  completing  his  studies  entered  his  father’s  insurance  office. 
At  once  he  manifested  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  work,  rapidly  assimilat¬ 
ing  the  intricate  details  of  the  insurance  business,  and  continued  as  his 
father’s  associate  until  the  latter’s  death.  The  enterprise  was  then  taken 
over  by  the  two  sons,  Edward  A.  and  Nathaniel  P.  Hall,  and  the  style  was 
changed  from  Nathaniel  Hall  &  Son  to  that  of  Edward  A.  Hall  &  Com¬ 
pany.  After  the  death  of  the  senior  partner  Nathaniel  P.  Hall  became 
head  of  the  business,  which  he  continued  under  the  same  firm  name  until 
he  combined  his  interests  with  those  of  Richard  L.  Wood,  and  the  style 
of  Wood,  Hall  &  Company  was  then  adopted.  This  constituted  one  of 
the  largest  insurance  agencies  in  Buffalo  and  Mr.  Hall  also  operated 
extensively  in  real  estate  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Parke,  Hall  &  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1918  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  sale  of  stocks  and  bonds, 
entering  the  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Stafford  Company,  and  was  an  active 
partner  in  the  firm  until  the  latter  part  of  1929.  He  has  since  operated 
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independently  as  an  investment  banker,  occupying  a  suite  of  offices  on  the 
seventeenth  floor  of  the  Rand  building,  and  has  already  won  a  large  and 
desirable  clientele.  He  deals  only  in  high-grade  securities,  selecting  for 
his  patrons  safe  investments  and  rendering  to  them  expert  advice  and 
service. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  September  24,  1897,  to  Miss  Bertha  L.  Roth, 
a  daughter  of  Philip  W.  and  Louise  (Sax)  Roth,  of  Buffalo.  The  mother 
is  eighty  years  of  age  but  Mr.  Roth  passed  away  in  1923.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hall  was  born  a  son,  Nathaniel  Roth.  Mr.  Hall  has  served  for 
several  years  with  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  National 
Guard  and  fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Ancient  Landmarks 
Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  the  Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  stands 
for  all  that  counts  as  an  asset  in  public  progress  and  community  welfare 
and  the  high  place  which  he  holds  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen  is  the 
direct  outcome  of  the  ability  which  he  has  displayed  in  business,  his 
loyalty  in  citizenship  and  his  real  worth. 

His  son,  Nathaniel  R.  Hall,  was  born  September  29,  1898,  and  after 
attending  the  Nichols  high  school  in  Buffalo  was  a  student  in  the  Middle¬ 
sex  School  at  Concord,  Massachusetts.  During  the  World  war  he  joined 
the  artillery  forces  of  the  United  States  Army  and  was  sent  to  the  officers 
training  school  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  near  Louisville,  Kentucky.  When 
mustered  out  of  the  service  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  accepting  a  position 
in  the  bond  department  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company,  and  later  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  investment  banking  house  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  & 
Pomeroy.  In  March,  1930,  he  became  a  general  partner  of  his  father, 
doing  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Nathaniel  P.  Hall.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  On  the  9th  of  April, 
1921,  he  was  married  in  Ottawa,  Ontario,  to  Miss  Doris  Ross,  who 
attended  Miss  Smith’s  School  in  that  city  and  Miss  Beard’s  School  in 
Orange,  New  York.  Mrs.  Hall’s  father,  Crawford  Ross,  died  in  1919 
but  her  mother  survives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  become  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Nathaniel  Ross,  who  was  born  March  6,  1925,  and  is  the  eighth 
Nathaniel  Hall  in  direct  line  of  descent. 


ODELL  RUPERT  BLAIR 

Odell  Rupert  Blair,  who  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Title  & 
Mortgage  Guarantee  Company  of  Buffalo,  has  attained  distinctive  recog¬ 
nition  in  connection  with  financial  affairs  of  western  New  York.  Six  years 
ago  he  stepped  from  a  successful  private  law  practice  into  the  service 
of  the  company  which  he  now  heads,  and  his  excellent  training  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  legal  profession  stood  him  well  in  the  conduct  of  his 
important  duties  in  this  executive  capacity.  The  destinies  of  one  of 
Buffalo’s  well  known  financial  organizations  have  been  well  guided  through 
his  able  and  conscientious  leadership. 

Mr.  Blair  was  born  in  Johnsonburg,  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  Oc- 
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tober  10,  1868,  a  son  of  George  A.  and  Marian  R.  (Jones)  Blair,  and  is  of 
Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal  line  and  English  in  the  maternal  line. 

George  A.  Blair  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Madison  county,  New  York,  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  for  many  years.  He 
is  now  living  retired,  having  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three 
years  (1930).  His  wife,  now  deceased,  was  born  at  Johnsonburg,  New 
York. 

Odell  R.  Blair  attended  public  schools  in  Chicago,  in  St.  Louis,  and 
in  Buffalo,  advanced  rapidly  in  his  classes  and  entered  high  school  when 
only  twelve  years  of  age.  He' enrolled  as  a  law  student  in  Columbian  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Washington,  D.  C.  (now  George  Washington  University),  in 
September,  1891,  and  in  June,  1893,  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  After  his  graduation  he  returned  to  New  York  state,  and  entered 
the  law  office  of  Judge  Myron  H.  Peck,  a  noted  attorney  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  March,  1895,  and  opened  his  office 
January  1,  1896.  He  subsequently  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  George 
A.  Davis,  of  Lancaster,  New  York,  state  senator  from  one  of  the  Erie 
districts,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Davis  in  February,  1922. 
Mr.  Blair  then  practiced  alone  until  January  1,  1925. 

The  Title  &  Mortgage  Guarantee  Company,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was 
organized  in  the  year  1916  by  the  late  John  D.  Larkin  and  his  associates. 
In  January,  1918,  Mr.  Blair  became  affiliated  with  the  company  as  attor¬ 
ney  and  a  director,  and  in  1925  was  advanced  to  the  presidency.  This  or¬ 
ganization  is  one  of  the  very  first  in  the  Buffalo  field  as  a  guaranteed  mort¬ 
gage  company,  with  insurance  on  real  estate  titles  and  sale  of  guaran¬ 
teed  mortgages.  The  offices  of  the  company  are  situated  at  36  Church 
street. 

Mr.  Blair,  during  the  period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the 
World  war,  served  on  the  various  local  boards  and  committees,  and  for  the 
investigation  of  drafted  men.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Highland 
Lodge,  No.  835,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Summit  Chapter,  No.  307,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Keystone  Council,  No.  20,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Tancred  Commandery,  No.  80, 
K.  T. ;  and  is  past  master  of  Highland  Lodge  and  past  high  priest  of 
Summit  Chapter.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Ro¬ 
tary  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  republi¬ 
can,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Central  Park  Presbyterian  Church. 

At  Attica,  New  York,  October  10,  1894,  Mr.  Blair  was  married  to 
Antoinette  Taggart,  of  that  city,  a  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Hannah 
(Larkin)  Taggart.  The  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer  of  Le  Roy  and 
Attica;  the  mother  is  also  deceased.  Mrs.  Blair  is  a  member  of  the  Town 
Club  of  Buffalo,  and  also  is  past  president  of  the  Monday  Class. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  there  have  been  born  four  sons,  two  of  whom 
are  living.  Charlton  George  Blair,  born  on  January  25,  1898,  is  a  practic¬ 
ing  attorney  at  Buffalo,  with  offices  at  300  M.  &  T.  building.  He  was 
educated  at  Cornell  University  and  at  the  Buffalo  Law  School.  When 
this  country  entered  the  World  war,  he  tried  to  obtain  a  commission  in 
the  infantry,  but  on  account  of  his  age  was  not  accepted.  He  finally 
entered  the  draft  and  was  called  to  leave  on  November  12th,  the  day 
after  the  armistice,  thus  failed  to  see  active  service.  Richard  L.  Blair, 
who  was  born  October  6,  1901,  is  an  insurance  broker  of  Buffalo.  He 
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married  Ellen  Wasgatt  of  this  city,  and  they  have  two  children,  Odell 
R.  II,  born  in  Buffalo  July  28,  1923,  and  Alan  L.,  born  in  Buffalo,  July  6, 
1925.  The  two  deceased  sons,  Rupert  Odell,  who  was  born  October  10, 
1899,  and  died  in  December,  1901,  and  Eldon  King,  who  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1904,  and  died  in  November,  1919. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Rupert  Blair  reside  at  106  Woodbridge  avenue  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo. 


PAUL  M.  HOWLETT 

As  one  of  the  officers  of  the  James  Hawkins  Company,  Inc.,  Paul 
M.  Howlett  is  a  factor  of  importance  in  contracting  circles  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  the  conduct  of  his  interests  brings  to  bear  broad  experience  as  a 
civil  engineer  as  well  as  the  requisite  executive  force.  Born  in  this  city 
on  the  26th  of  November,  1896,  he  is  a  son  of  John  F.  and  Martha  (May¬ 
berry)  Howlett,  both  of  Irish  lineage.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Howlett, 
was  born  on  the  Emerald  isle  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1840,  hoping  to 
better  his  fortunes  in  the  United  States.  He  located  in  Chicago,  becoming 
one  of  the  first  engineers  on  iron  steamboats,  and  sailed  on  the  Great 
Lakes  and  on  the  Mississippi  river  for  many  years.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
father  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  about  the  same  time,  settling 
in  Cleveland,  and  was  also  employed  as  an  engineer  on  boats  plying  on 
the  Great  Lakes.  John  F.  Howlett,  a  native  of  Chicago,  was  for  many 
years  identified  with  the  federal  government  as  secretary  of  the  board 
of  civil  service  examiners.  He  passed  away  in  1915.  Mrs.  Howlett  was 
born  in  Cleveland  but  has  long  made  her  home  Buffalo.  She  has  two 
sons  and  a  daughter:  William,  who  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Cynthia  Kern,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Virginia ;  Anna,  who  was 
graduated  from  D’Youville  College  of  Buffalo  and  Columbia  University 
of  New  York  city  and  is  now  teacher  of  Spanish  in  the  Fosdick-Masten 
high  school  of  Buffalo;  and  Paul  M. 

The  younger  son  attended  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  acquired  his  higher  education  in  Manhattan  College  of  New  York 
city,  where  he  pursued  a  course  in  civil  engineering,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  1918.  During  the  World  war  he  enlisted  at  Buffalo  and  was  sent 
to  Camp  McClellan  at  Anniston,  Alabama,  where  he  became  an  instructor 
in  the  field  artillery  corps.  In  March,  1919,  at  the  end  of  eight  months’ 
service,  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island,  and  returned  to 
Buffalo.  He  was  connected  with  the  Du  Pont  engineering  staff  for  a  year, 
working  near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  next  spent  a  few  months  with 
the  Tonawanda  Board  &  Paper  Company.  Afterward  he  was  with  the 
Buffalo  Structural  Steel  Company  for  a  year  and  then  became  associated 
with  James  M.  Hawkins,  of  this  city,  in  selling  to  contractors.  In  1923 
he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  business,  which  is  now  conducted 
under  the  style  of  the  James  Hawkins  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr. 
Howlett  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  His  technical  knowledge  and 
experience  enable  him  to  readily  solve  all  difficult  problems  in  construction 
and  his  cooperation  has  been  an  effective  factor  in  the  management  and 
success  of  the  business. 
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On  the  27th  of  June,  1925,  Mr.  Howlett  was  married  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  to  Miss  Patricia  Sweeney,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  C.  and  Jane 
Sweeney,  who  still  make  their  home  in  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howlett 
have  three  children :  Martha,  who  was  born  September  1,  1926 ;  Hugh, 
born  November  14,  1927 ;  and  Paul,  born  December  16,  1929.  The  family 
reside  at  243  Capen  boulevard,  Amherst,  a  suburb  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
are  communicants  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  How¬ 
lett  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  but  has  little  time  for 
fraternal  or  club  activities,  as  his  business  makes  heavy  demands  upon 
his  energies.  He  enjoys  his  work,  and  judging  by  what  he  has  already 
accomplished,  the  future  holds  much  in  store  for  him,  as  he  has  not 
yet  reached  the  zenith  of  his  powers. 


GEORGE  CLINTON 

Among  the  leading  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Buffalo,  none 
holds  a  higher  place  in  public  esteem  than  George  Clinton,  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  this  bar  still  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  law. 
His  career  has  been  marked  not  only  by  a  large  and  uniformly  successful 
practice,  but  also  by  much  service  of  a  public  nature  that  has  been  of 
inestimable  importance  in  its  results.  Mr.  Clinton  is  a  member  of  one 
of  New  York’s  most  noted  families,  one  member  of  which  was  the  state’s 
first  governor,  while  another,  DeWitt  Clinton,  was  the  builder  of  the 
Erie  canal.  George  Clinton  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  7th 
of  September,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Laura  Catherine 
(Spencer)  Clinton.  His  father  was  born  at  Newton,  Long  Island,  New 
York,  and  was  a  son  of  DeWitt  Clinton.  George  W.  Clinton  was  a  lawyer 
by  profession  and  was  one  of  the  first  judges  of  the  superior  court  of 
Buffalo,  on  the  bench  of  which  he  sat  until  seventy  years  of  age.  He 
also  served  as  a  regent  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  compiled  and 
edited  the  papers  of  his  great-uncle,  George  Clinton,  first  governor  of  the 
state.  He  was  one  of  Buffalo’s  early  mayors.  He  had  a  national  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  botanist  and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  president  of  the 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  He  died  in  1898.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being, 
DeWitt,  Elizabeth,  Charles,  Spencer,  Mary  and  George.  DeWitt  and 
Spencer  were  both  distinguished  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  and  the 
former  was  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  served  as  judge  advocate 
on  the  staffs  of  Generals  Banks  and  Terry,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

George  Clinton  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo.  He  taught  school  for  a  while  in 
Genesee  county  and  then  entered  the  law  school  of  Columbia  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1866  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hudson,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo.  During  his 
practice  at  Hudson  he  was  appointed  corporation  counsel,  which  position 
carried  with  it  but  little  pay,  but  multiple  duties  and  plenty  of  excitement, 
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as  was  often  the  case  in  the  frontier  towns  of  that  day.  On  his  return 
to  Buffalo  Mr.  Clinton  formed  a  partnership  with  Thaddeus  Davis,  and 
was  later  associated  with  Martin  Clark,  and  after  the  dissolution  of  that 
partnership  he  continued  to  practice  alone  until  his  son,  George,  Jr., 
became  his  partner.  During  the  fifty-five  years  of  his  practice  at  this  bar 
he  has  rigidly  adhered  to  the  highest  ideals  of  his  profession  and  is  proud 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  able  to  settle  many  of  his  cases  without  going  into 
court.  He  specializes  in  marine  law  and  marine  insurance  law,  on  which 
subjects  he  is  recognized  as  an  authority. 

One  of  Mr.  Clinton’s  earliest  civic  services  was  performed  as  a  member 
of  the  city  sewer  commission  of  Buffalo  and  during  the  period  of  his 
membership  thereon,  the  Genesee  sewer,  as  well  as  the  Bird  avenue  and 
Swan  street  sewers,  were  constructed.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Black  a  member  of  the  committee  to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the  deepening  of  the  Erie  canal.  His 
next  important  service  was  on  the  international  waterways  commission, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt.  This  commission  met 
with  the  high  commission  of  Canada  and  many  questions  came  before  that 
joint  body  for  settlement,  among  them  that  of  the  construction  of  a  dam 
across  the  head  of  the  Niagara  river,  to  maintain  the  water  level  of  Lake 
Erie.  The  commission  reported  against  the  dam  as  unfeasible,  because 
of  a  possible  overflow  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  recommended  a  sub¬ 
merged  dam  near  Niagara  Falls.  The  investigation  also  covered  the  flow 
over  the  falls  and  the  amount  of  water  diversion  permissible  for  power 
purposes.  The  commission  also  took  into  consideration  the  projected  Chi¬ 
cago  drainage  canal,  went  over  the  ground  and  employed  eminent 
engineers  to  render  opinions  on  technical  questions.  At  that  time  the 
commission  reported  against  the  canal  as  being  insufficient  for  the  possible 
growth  in  population  and  because  the  drain  on  the  lake  level  would  be 
too  great.  The  commission  took  up  the  question  of  generating  electricity 
by  water  power  at  the  falls,  and  decided  that  Canada  and  the  United 
States  should  divide  the  available  water  power,  except  that  if  conditions 
precluded  either  country  using  one-half  of  the  power,  compensation  should 
be  given  for  the  proportion  used  less  than  the  one  half.  It  recommended 
that  the  American  side  should  have  a  flow  of  twenty  thousand  cubic  feet 
a  second  and  the  Canadian  side,  thirty-two  thousand  cubic  feet  a  second. 
As  Chicago  had  a  diversion  of  ten  thousand  cubic  feet  a  second,  this 
almost  equalized  the  respective  diversions.  It  was  also  agreed  that  Canada 
should  permit  the  importation  of  American  power.  It  was  recommended 
that  additional  commissions  be  created,  this  eventually  leading  to  the 
creation  of  an  international  joint  commission  and  a  boundary  commission. 

The  importance  of  the  boundary  commission,  which  defined  the  actual 
boundary  line,  was  shown  in  one  particular  instance :  The  Canadian 
authorities  had  seized  a  fishing  vessel  and  sold  it.  The  owners  placed  the 
matter  in  Mr.  Clinton’s  hands  as  attorney  and  he  brought  action  against 
the  Canadian  authorities.  The  Canadian  judge  held  that  the  vessel  was 
in  Canadian  waters.  The  court  of  appeals  decided  with  Mr.  Clinton  that 
the  tugboat  was  in  American  waters  and  this  decision  was  sustained  by 
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the  privy  council.  Mr.  Clinton  retired  from  the  commission  in  1913.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  active  and  earnest  workers  for  a  greater  barge  canal, 
spending  thousands  of  dollars  of  his  own  in  fostering  the  movement. 

In  1872  Mr.  Clinton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Thornton, 
who  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  from  which  locality  she  came  with 
her  parents  to  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton  have  two  daughters  and  a 
son:  Catherine;  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Chester  D.  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  has  two  children,  Alice,  who  is  married  and  has  two  children, 
and  Catherine ;  and  George,  who  is  practicing  law  in  Buffalo  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  father.  He  married  Miss  Sophia  Klein. 

Mr.  Clinton  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  affiliated  with  all  of 
the  bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish  Rites.  He  belongs  to  the  Society 
of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Society  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Military  Engineers,  the  International  Society  of  Waterway  Con¬ 
gresses,  and  is  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Water¬ 
ways  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He 
has  lived  a  long  and  busy  life,  marked  by  an  unselfish  interest  in  the  public 
welfare,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  his  state’s  most  useful  citizens. 


HARRY  DOUGLASS  SANDERS 

The  legal  career  of  Harry  D.  Sanders,  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  capable 
and  reputable  lawyers,  has  been  one  of  notable  success,  not  alone  in  his 
private  practice,  but  in  the  professional  services  he  has  given  to  his  home 
city  and  native  state.  Mr.  Sanders  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Sand¬ 
ers,  Hamilton,  Dudley  &  Connelly,  with  offices  at  1433  Rand  building. 
Mr.  Sanders  has  manifested  markedly  versatile  talent  in  the  law,  and 
has  accepted  a  number  of  positions  of  high  trust,  discharging  his  duties 
with  the  utmost  zeal  and  loyalty.  In  republican  politics  he  has  also  been 
a  moving  spirit,  and  has  brought  to  his  efforts  in  this  connection  a  sense 
of  real  responsibility. 

The  birth  of  Harry  D.  Sanders  occurred  September  27,  1874,  at  Staf¬ 
ford,  New  York.  He  is  a  son  of  Edwin  B.  and  Belle  (Douglass)  Sanders 
and  a  grandson  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Pethebridge)  Sanders,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  England  and  died  in  Stafford,  New  York.  Edwin  B. 
Sanders  was  born  in  England  in  1840,  and  died  in  Stafford,  New  York, 
April  6,  1887.  He  was  postmaster  there  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  was 
interested  in  a  number  of  business  enterprises,  and  was  in  many  ways 
an  influential  and  respected  citizen.  He  was  a  republican  and  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  born  at  Tiffin,  Seneca  county, 
Ohio,  February  3,  1843,  and  died  in  Batavia,  New  York,  in  November, 
1923.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Leander  and  Isabella  (Norris)  Douglass,  the 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  having  been  a  native  of  Orange  county,  New 
York,  while  his  death  occurred  in  Stafford  in  1869.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Sanders  was  born  in  Orange  county,  New  York,  and  passed  away  at 
Stafford  in  1882. 
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Harry  D.  Sanders  attended  the  district  schools  of  Stafford,  and  the 
high  school  at  Batavia,  New  York,  then  studied  in  Columbian  (now 
George  Washington)  University  for  two  years  and  next  became  a  student 
in  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  LL.  B.  degree 
in  the  year  1896.  In  August,  1897,  he  was  admitted  to  the  state  bar  of 
New  York,  after  which  he  practiced  alone  until  January,  1910,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Edward  W.  Hamilton.  The  firm  of  Sanders 
&  Hamilton  continued  until  January  1,  1923,  after  which  Mr.  Sanders 
practiced  alone  for  three  years.  In  1926  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Sanders,  Hamilton,  Dudley  &  Connelly,  which  arrangement  now  exists. 

Mr.  Sanders  was  assistant  corporation  counsel  for  the  city  of  Buffalo 
from  December  1,  1909,  until  February,  1917.  He  was  chief  counsel  of 
the  state  excise  department  from  February  1,  1917,  to  January  1,  1921, 
when  the  excise  department  was  discontinued  on  account  of  prohibition 
having  become  effective.  On  January  1,  1921,  he  was  accorded  still 
further  public  honors  by  being  appointed  deputy  attorney-general  of  the 
state,  which  position  he  filled  most  acceptably  until  January  1,  1923.  In 
1915  he  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  constitutional  convention. 

Harry  D.  Sanders  was  married,  September  19,  1907,  at  Batavia,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Ida  A.  Ross,  a  native  of  Attica,  this  state,  and  a  daughter 
of  Meredith  and  Alice  (Calbick)  Ross,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs. 
Sanders  is  a  graduate  of  Batavia  high  school,  and  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  from  Cornell  University  in  1898.  She  is  now  an 
active  member  of  the  Association  of  University  Women,  the  Highland 
Park  Literary  Club  and  the  Good  Shepherd  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sanders  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Edwin  Ross,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1908,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1931  at  Rensselaer  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute,  at  Troy,  New  York,  and  Harry  D.,  Jr.,  born  May  11, 
1911,  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  The  family  resides  at 
257  Parker  avenue. 

As  a  young  man,  Mr.  Sanders  served  five  years  as  a  member  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard.  He  is  a  member  of  both  the  American  and 
the  Erie  County  Bar  Associations.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Good  Shepherd  Episcopal 
Church. 


JESSE  HOMAN  PARDEE 

Jesse  Homan  Pardee,  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  successful  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  citizens,  is  widely  known  as  administrative  director  of  the  Spirella 
companies  and  as  president  of  the  Erie  Beach  Park  Properties.  He  is  a 
native  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  son  of  John  Henry  and  Julia 
Ann  (Homan)  Pardee.  The  name  Pardee  is  of  French  origin,  the  family 
being  of  record  in  Normandy  for  several  centuries  prior  to  1562.  The 
Huguenot  branch  of  the  family  fled  from  France  across  the  channel  and 
settled  in  Devonshire  and  Somersetshire,  England,  at  the  time  of  the 
early  persecutions  of  the  Protestants. 
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The  American  progenitor  of  the  family  was  George  Pardee,  to  whom 
a  bronze  tablet  has  been  erected  in  the  rooms  of  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society  at  9  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  which 
bears  the  following  inscription:  “George  Pardee,  1623/4 — 1700,  Born  at 
Pitminster,’  County  Somerset:  In  1644,  at  New  Haven,  where  he  was 
Rector  of  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School.  Son  of  Rev.  Anthony  Pardee, 
Curator  at  Taunton,  England.  Erected  by  his  descendant,  Jesse  Homan 
Pardee.” 

A  contemporary  writer  has  said:  “Hopkins  Grammar  School  was 
established  under  the  will  of  Governor  Edward  Hopkins  to  the  following 
end:  ‘To  fit  youth  (by  learning)  for  the  service  of  God  in  church  and 
commonwealth.’  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School 
committee  on  June  28,  1660,  it  was  agreed  that  the  master  ‘should  teach 
the  schollers  Lattine,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  and  fitt  them  for  the  Colledge.’ 
(New  Haven  Colony  Records,  Vol.  II,  p.  377).  To  be  able  to  speak  good 
Latin  and  write  it  both  in  prose  and  verse,  to  be  competently  grounded  in 
the  Greek  language,  to  be  able  to  read  Cicero  or  Virgil,  Isocrates,  or  the 
minor  Greek  poets  and  to  have  some  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  were  no  light 
requirements,  measured  even  by  the  standards  of  the  present  day.  There 
were  two  other  grammar  schools  in  the  New  England  states  at  this  time. 
Pupils  in  these  schools  who  did  not  take  Latin  gave  their  attention  mainly 
to  reading,  spelling,  writing,  arithmetic — or  cyphering,  as  it  was  then 
called. 

“In  these  early  days  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  schools  employed 
the  rectors  ‘to  keep  a  schoole  for  ye  space  of  one  full  yeare.’  The  year 
contained  fifty-two  weeks  of  six  working  days  each,  no  vacation.  The 
school  days  of  Hopkins  were  long.  Rules  required  that  school  begin  at 
six  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  end  at  five  o’clock  in  the  summer  and  four 
o’clock  in  the  winter,  with  an  intermission  from  eleven  to  one.  This  was 
the  stern  rule  of  the  forefathers.  The  aim  of  education  as  they  expressed 
it  was,  ‘the  trayning  up  of  the  children  of  the  Towne  in  religion,  learning 
and  Civilitie.’  ” 

The  parentage  of  George  Pardee  has  been  located  in  England  through 
research  instituted  by  J.  Homan  Pardee  and  is  contained  in  the  Pardee 
Genealogy,  published  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1927.  The  author 
of  this  publication,  Donald  Lines  Jacobus,  says :  “The  .Pardee  family  has 
taken  its  part  in  colonial  and  national  wars.  Its  record  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war  is  scarcely  to  be  equaled.  Of  the  59  male  Pardees  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years  during  the  war,  forty  men  (over  two- 
thirds)  bore  arms  on  the  patriotic  side,  nine  of  whom  held  rank  in  the 
army,  and  not  a  single  loyalist  has  been  found.  The  family  possessed  in 
marked  degree  the  pioneering  spirit,  and  played  its  part  in  the  upbuilding 
of  this  country,  notably  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan  and 
the  western  states.  Of  the  professions  medicine  has  found  most  recruits 
among  the  Pardees,  though  several  have  attained  distinction  as  jurists 
and  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel.” 

Jesse  Pardee,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  J.  Homan  Pardee,  was  born 
at  Southington,  Connecticut,  and  died  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  Janu- 
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ary  9,  1888.  He  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Joseph  Pardee  who  married 
Elizabeth  Yale,  a  daughter  of  the  first  Thomas  Yale  (step-son  of  Governor 
Theophilus  Eaton),  niece  of  Governor  Edward  Hopkins’  wife  and  first 
cousin  of  Governor  Elihu  Yale,  the  donor  of  Yale  College.  His  great¬ 
grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  of  the  family  was  Colonel  Asa  Bray  of 
Branford,  Connecticut,  who  fought  all  through  the  Revolution  according 
to  state  records  and  was  at  Saratoga  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  The 
tune  called  “Bray”  in  our  collection  of  sacred  music  was  named  in  honor 
of  Colonel  Bray  and  was  rewritten  about  1790.  It  is  today  used  in  many 
of  the  Protestant  hymnals. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1820  that  Jesse  Pardee  migrated  to  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  brother  Daniel  was  already  located 'and  where 
their  younger  brother  John  joined  them  in  1823.  They  purchased  large 
tracts  of  land  from  the  Holland  Land  Company.  Jesse  Pardee  was  one 
of  the  successful  pioneer  farmers  and  cattle  raisers  and  became  one  of 
the  influential  citizens  of  his  district,  figuring  prominently  in  local  poli¬ 
tics.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Stainbrook,  was 
a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Troutman)  Stainbrook.  She  was 
born  in  1801  and  passed  away  March  28,  1846.  Their  son,  John  Henry 
Pardee,  the  father  of  J.  Homan  Pardee,  was  born  April  25,  1834,  at 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  death  occurred  March  20,  1909.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  oil  excitement  he  spent  several  years  in  the  oil  districts  of  north¬ 
western  Pennsylvania,  being  interested  in  some  of  the  early  productions, 
in  which  he  was  successful.  Then  he  returned  home  and  bought  land,  a 
part  of  which  was  the  old  homestead  of  his  great-grandfather,  Christian 
Stainbrook,  purchased  from  the  Holland  Land  Company  in  1799.  John 
Henry  Pardee  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  gave  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party  and  held  some  local  offices.  In 
early  manhood  he  wedded  Julia  Ann  Homan,  daughter  of  Samuel  Mark 
and  Susanne  Homan.  She  was  born  near  Cochranton,  Pennsylvania,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1843,  and  died  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  January  24,  1925,  when 
eighty-two  years  of  age. 

J.  Homan  Pardee  supplemented  his  early  educational  training  by 
study  in  Allegheny  College  and  is  a  graduate  of  Bryant,  Stratton  and 
Smith  Business  College.  During  the  first  few  years  of  his  active  career 
he  was  associated  with  the  Keystone  View  Company  of  New  York  city 
and  London,  and  on  account  of  its  broad  field  of  operations,  Mr.  Pardee 
became  interested  in  business  from  an  international  standpoint.  Early 
in  1904  he  resigned  his  position  as  manager  of  one  of  the  departments  of 
the  company  and  became  associated  with  W.  W.  Kincaid  and  the  late 
M.  M.  Beeman  in  founding  and  establishing  The  Spirella  Company.  The 
three  men  later  organized  and  financed  The  Spirella  Company  of  Canada, 
Ltd.,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  Canada;  The  Spirella  Company  of  Great 
Britain,  Ltd.,  Letchworth  (Garden  City),  Hertford,  England;  The  Spi¬ 
rella  Company,  Inc.,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  The  Spirella  Gesellschaft 
Fur  Deutschland,  m.b.H.  Dusseldorf,  Oberkassel,  Germany;  The  Spirella 
Securities  Limited,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  Canada;  the  Korsettfabriken 
Spirella,  Aktiebolag,  Malmo,  Sweden;  Aktieselskabet  Spirella  Korsetter, 
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Copenhagen,  Denmark;  and  Spirella  Gesellschaft  m.b.H.,  Nowawes  (Ber¬ 
lin),  Germany.  J.  Homan  Pardee,  W.  W.  Kincaid  and  J.  H.  Moore  of 
Letchworth,  England,  form  a  Spirella  board  of  administration,  estab¬ 
lished  to  direct  a  uniform  policy  in  the  various  Spirella  companies  for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  their  product. 

In  1926  Mr.  Pardee  purchased  the  property  known  as  Erie  Beach,  and 
the  transaction  is  said  in  real  estate  circles  to  have  been  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  ever  recorded  on  the  Canadian  Niagara  Frontier.  The  property  bor¬ 
ders  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  between  the  Peace  Bridge  and 
Crescent  Beach.  The  sale  also  included  transportation  lines,  the  steam¬ 
boats  operating  between  the  beach  and  the  foot  of  Main  Street,  and  three 
ferry  boats,  the  franchise  authorizing  the  operation  between  Buffalo  and 
Fort  Erie  and  the  railroad  between  Fort  Erie  and  the  Beach.  At  the 
time  of  the  purchase  of  the  property  Mr.  Pardee  planned  that  eventually 
this  desirable  tract  should  be  opened  to  home  settlement.  Recently  these 
plans  have  been  announced  and  the  property  is  now  offered  to  the  public. 
Building  will  be  co-operatively  restricted  to  the  end  that  it  will  grow  into 
an  English-Norman  colony  of  comfortable,  distinctive  homes  and  become 
one  of  the  greatest  Lake  Shore  developments  ever  established  in  the 
Niagara  area. 

We  quote  from  the  color  gravure  section  of  the  Buffalo  Sunday  Times, 
which  has  printed  “brief  glimpses  into  the  lives  of  men  who  are  con¬ 
tributing  in  outstanding  measure  towards  keeping  Buffalo  to  the  fore.” 
“J.  Homan  Pardee  was  originally  attracted  to  the  Niagara  Frontier  in 
1908  when  The  Spirella  Company,  which  he  with  W.  W.  Kincaid  organized 
in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1904,  located  their  first  foreign  plant  at 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  Two  years  later  his  company,  which  was  then 
employing  one  thousand  people,  started  their  building  program  on  the 
American  side  of  the  Niagara  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  These 
original  plants  are  now  located  in  the  very  center  of  International  City. 
The  companies’  interests  have  from  that  time  extended  into  other  foreign 
lands  with  up-to-date  plants  in  England,  Germany  and  Sweden  and  with 
sales  organizations  in  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  South  Africa.  Mr. 
Pardee  is  one  of  the  three  members  of  the  board  of  administration  which 
establishes  the  policies  and  directs  the  affairs  of  International  Spirella, 
which  now  employs  over  twelve  thousand  people  in  this  country  and 
abroad.  He  has  spent  much  time  abroad  but  a  number  of  years  ago 
established  his  permanent  home  here  in  Buffalo.  His  twenty  years’ 
study  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  has  made  him  a  great  believer  in  Inter¬ 
national  City  and  its  wonderful  opportunities  for  the  near  future.  He 
has  backed  up  his  belief  in  this  wonderful  future  development  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  great  things  to  come  on  the  Canadian  peninsula  by  his  large 
interest  in  the  Erie  Beach  Park  properties,  which  consist  of  the  ferries 
and  railway  from  Fort  Erie  to  the  Beach  as  well  as  over  three  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  at  one  point  over  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  depth 
on  the  lake  and  river  within  the  shadow  of  the  Old  Fort  and  the  Peace 
Bridge.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Peace  Bridge,  the  traffic  across  the 
Niagara  has  increased  four  hundred  per  cent.  Records  show  that  Mr. 
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Pardee,  through  his  lines  of  transportation,  is  carrying  one-sixth  of  all 
auto  traffic  and  over  one-third  of  the  foot  passengers.  Over  one  million 
foot  passengers  use  the  ferries  annually.” 

While  a  resident  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  1913,  Mr.  Pardee 
served  as  vice  president  of  the  G.  M.  Yost  Manufacturing  Company,  was 
a  director  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  and  also  gave  much  time  and 
assistance  in  organizing  several  of  Meadville’s  successful  industries.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Music.  For  two  terms  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Meadville  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  June, 
1914,  represented  that  organization  in  Paris,  France,  at  the  International 
Conference  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the  World.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Middletown 
Upper  Houses,  a  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  member  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Somersetshire 
Archaeological  &  Natural  Historical  Society,  the  Association  for  the  Pre¬ 
servation  of  Virginia  Antiquities,  and  The  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.  Moreover,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  while  his  appreciation  for  the  social  amenities 
of  life  is  manifest  in  his  membership  connection  with  the  Country  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club  and  the  Niagara 
Falls  Country  Club.  In  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  while  his 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  very  fond  of 
travel  and  spends  much  time  abroad. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1914,  Mr.  Pardee  married  Mary  Imboden 
McClung,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Henry 
McClung,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the  Virginia  legislature  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  Mr.  Pardee  resides  at  66  Soldiers  place,  Buffalo,  and  main¬ 
tains  offices  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Walbridge  building. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  COOLEY 

Conspicuous  in  the  manufacturing  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is 
the  name  of  the  late  William  Henry  Cooley,  whose  death  occurred  in 
Buffalo,  December  6,  1923.  During  the  later  part  of  his  active  career, 
Mr.  Cooley  was  nationally  known  as  a  maker  of  car  wheels,  but  in  pre¬ 
ceding  years  had  been  associated  with  other  manufacturing  enterprises 
with  equal  success,  as  he  was  a  talented  executive,  a  man  of  sound  intelli¬ 
gence  and  judgment,  and  a  keen  analyst  of  industrial  affairs.  He  was 
born  in  South  Deerfield,  Massachusetts,  February  9,  1869,  his  parents 
being  Alfred  A.  and  Charlotte  (Clapp)  Cooley,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  of  South  Deerfield,  but  later  moved  to  Green¬ 
field,  Massachusetts,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 

William  Henry  Cooley  completed  his  education  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  South  Deerfield  and  of  Deerfield,  Massachusetts,  and  after  his 
graduation  he  started  to  work  coloring  paper  at  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts. 
Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  National  Metal  Edge  Company  at 
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Readsboro,  Vermont,  where  he  remained  for  ten  years  as  superintendent 
of  the  box  department  and  the  color  department  of  the  paper  manufactur¬ 
ing  end.  In  1903  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  here  started  in  business  with 
Warren  P.  King  at  the  foot  of  Lafayette  avenue.  They  next  built  the 
foundry  of  the  Aluminum  Castings  Company  at  Albany  and  Niagara 
streets,  and  later  constructed  a  second  plant  on  Elmwood  avenue,  near 
the  Pierce-Arrow  automobile  factory.  The  Aluminum  Castings  Company 
subsequently  united  with  the  Bohn  Aluminum  Company  of  Detroit  and 
the  Allyne  Aluminum  Company  of  Cleveland  to  become  a  part  of  the 
Aluminum  Company  of  America,  with  main  office  at  Detroit.  Mr.  Cooley 
went  to  that  city  to  become  purchasing  agent  for  the  new  corporation. 
He  remained  there  one  year,  when  the  headquarters  were  removed  to 
Cleveland,  to  which  city  he  went  also,  continuing  in  his  position  as  pur¬ 
chasing  agent.  Five  years  later  he  resigned  and  disposed  of  his  stock  in 
the  corporation  to  return  to  Buffalo  and  became  associated  with  his 
brother,  Frederick  B.  Cooley,  in  the  purchase  of  the  New  York  Car  Wheel 
plant  at  Forest  and  Niagara  streets,  William  H.  Cooley  becoming  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer,  with  Frederick  B.  Cooley  as  president.  In  this  busi¬ 
ness  he  continued  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  during  which 
period  he  and  his  brother  built  and  operated  another  car  wheel  plant  at 
Hammond,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  He  was  a  republican  and  was  always  interested  in  the  success  of 
the  party  but  never  cared  for  nor  sought  public  office.  Aside  from  his 
business,  his  favorite  diversions  were  hunting  and  fishing,  and  he  indulged 
in  them  at  every  opportunity.  He  united  with  the  Congregational  Church 
at  South  Deerfield,  Massachusetts,  when  a  boy,  but  during  his  residence 
in  Buffalo  was  an  attendant  of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  he  was  a  liberal  contributor. 

On  December  21,  1904,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  Henry  Cooley 
and  Miss  Lula  Augusta  Boyd  at  Readsboro,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Cooley  is  a 
native  of  Wilmington,  Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of  Gilbert  A.  and  Augusta 
(Chase)  Boyd,  who  also  were  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  the 
father  born  in  Wilmington,  May  17,  1846,  and  the  mother  in  Whitingham, 
March  9,  1849,  and  both  were  of  English  descent  and  Mayflower  ancestry. 
Mr.  Boyd  was  general  manager  of  the  National  Wood  Company  at  Reads¬ 
boro,  Vermont,  for  twenty  years,  a  concern  which  manufactured  pulp, 
paper  and  boxes.  It  employed  one  hundred  or  more  men.  He  and  his 
wife  resided  in  Detroit  for  about  seven  years,  their  home  being  in  the 
Highland  Park  section  and  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  Highland 
Park  Hospital.  About  ten  years  ago  they  came  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Boyd 
having  been  retired  from  active  business  for  many  years,  and  they  now 
reside  on  Norwood  avenue.  They  celebrated  their  sixtieth  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  December  15,  1929.  Mrs.  Cooley  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  is  much  interested  in  church  work  and 
reform  movements,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Town  Club,  the  Waldensian  Aid  Society,  and  the  McAll  auxiliary  and  the 
sorority  of  the  Pi  Omicron. 
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To  the  marriage  of  William  Henry  Cooley  and  Lula  Boyd  there  was 
born,  at  Buffalo,  March  7,  1906,  a  son,  Alfred  Allen  Cooley,  who  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Nichols  School  in  1924,  having  been  president  of  his  class 
and  captain  of  the  track  squad.  He  then  continued  his  education  in 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  where  he  graduated  in  1925,  then  entered  Dart¬ 
mouth  College,  from  which  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1929.  Mr.  Cooley  continued  his  track  activities  at  both  Phillips  Exeter 
and  Dartmouth  and  was  the  winner  of  a  number  of  intercollegiate  events. 
He  is  a  resident  of  Buffalo  and  is  teller  at  the  Delaware  avenue  branch 
of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  and  Alpha  Nu  fraternities  and  the  Delaware 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  where  he  was  married  June  14,  1930,  to  Miss 
Mildred  McElvein,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Mc- 
Elvein,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo. 


PAULDING  FOOTE  SELLERS 

For  many  years  Paulding  F.  Sellers,  who  is  vice  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company  has  been  a  recog¬ 
nized  authority  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  profession  of  electrical  en¬ 
gineering,  both  in  the  technical  phases  of  the  business  and  the  executive. 
This  has  been  his  life  work,  and  he  has  accomplished  notable  results  in 
the  engineering  field.  His  education  along  this  line  was  most  thorough, 
and  he  subsequently  gained  practical  knowledge  of  the  science  of  electrical 
engineering  from  the  ground  up,  rising  steadily  through  the  different  de¬ 
partments  to  his  present  responsible  position.  Mr.  Sellers  is  likewise 
well  known  and  well  liked  as  a  useful  and  loyal  citizen,  ever  alert  to  his 
duty  as  a  Buffalo  resident. 

Paulding  F.  Sellers  was  born  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  October  12,  1876. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Sellers,  was  a  native  of  Mannheim,  Germany, 
and  died  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  a  commission  mer¬ 
chant.  His  son,  Major  Edwin  E.  Sellers,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and 
died  at  Fort  Mackinaw,  Michigan,  where  he  was  in  command.  He  won 
a  noteworthy  reputation  during  the  Civil  war,  having  been  thrice  brev- 
etted  for  bravery  in  action,  at  Gettysburg,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  at 
Antietam.  He  was  an  Episcopalian.  He  married  Olive  L.  Foote,  who 
was  born  at  Batavia,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  John  Foote,  and  died  at 
Buffalo. 

Paulding  F.  Sellers  acquired  his  early  education  at  the  various  army 
posts  where  his  father  was  stationed.  In  Texas,  in  New  Mexico,  and 
in  the  Indian  Territory  he  attended  classes,  and  when  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  was  sent  to  the  Trinity  Military  School  at  Tivoli,  New  York,  where 
he  studied  three  years,  graduating  in  1890.  He  then  took  up  his  studies 
in  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  received  his  degree  in  electrical 
engineering  in  1897.  Following  this,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  became 
associated  with  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company  as  a  helper  in  the 
machine  shop,  which  position  he  retained  for  two  years.  He  then  be- 
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came  assistant  to  the  chief  engineer,  H.  G.  Stott,  and  when  the  latter 
went  to  New  York  city  in  1900,  Mr.  Sellers  became  chief  engineer,  holding 
the  position  for  ten  years,  after  which  he  was  made  successively  acting 
superintendent,  then  general  superintendent,  and  at  length  vice  president 
in  charge  of  operations.  When  the  various  companies  were  merged,  form¬ 
ing  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Company,  Mr.  Sellers  was 
elected  vice  president,  and  in  February,  1930,  was  elected  vice  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company,  which 
position  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Sellers  votes  the  republican  ticket,  and  his  religious  belief  is  that 
of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  (past 
president),  the  N.  E.  L.  Association,  and  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  col¬ 
legiate  fraternity.  His  favorite  diversions  are  fishing  and  motor  boating. 

On  January  10,  1906,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Paulding  F.  Sellers  and  Miss  Helen  Clubb,  the  latter  a  native  of  St. 
Louis,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Burgess)  Clubb.  Samuel 
Clubb  is  deceased,  but  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  resides  at  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Sellers  was  educated  in  the  Miss  Spence  School  of 
New  York  city  and  the  Bennett  School  of  Millbrook,  New  York.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Trinity  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sellers  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Paulding  Foote,  Jr.,  born  April  15,  1909,  is  now  a  student  at 
Hamilton  College;  and  Eleanor  Virginia,  born  June  21,  1911,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Bennett  School  at  Millbrook,  New  York.  Mr.  Sellers’  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  100  Norwood  avenue. 


GEORGE  BURRELL  HAYES 

Holding  high  rank  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day  in  manu¬ 
facturing  circles  in  western  New  York,  the  late  George  Burrell  Hayes  of 
Buffalo  was  an  important  contributor  to  the  development  of  the  pipe 
foundry  industry.  His  career,  moreover,  was  notable  in  various  ways, 
for  he  was  vitally  and  helpfully  interested  in  civic  affairs,  in  the  welfare 
of  his  community  and  in  its  social,  fraternal  and  club  interests.  He  was 
rich  in  the  possession  of  many  warm  friends  who  greatly  respected  and 
esteemed  him  because  of  his  sterling  character. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  October  1,  1842,  a  son 
of  John  Henry  Hobart  and  Mary  (Stebbins)  Hayes.  The  family  is  of 
New  England  origin.  John  Henry  Hobart  Hayes  was  a  successful  mer¬ 
chant  of  Rochester,  New  York,  but  unfortunately  met  with  financial 
reverses  when  George  Burrell  Hayes  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  consequently,  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are  yet  in  the  grade  schools, 
he  was  compelled  to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  It  may  be  noted  at  this 
point,  however,  that  his  scholastic  loss  at  the  time  was  merely  a  temporary 
one,  for  he  was  a  thorough  student  of  a  wide  range  of  subjects  during 
his  entire  life,  a  close  observer  of  current  thought  and  events,  and  en- 
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thusiastic  in  his  love  of  art  and  nature.  He  first  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
carrying  his  few  belongings,  and  in  that  city  found  opportunity  to  learn 
telegraphy.  He  remained  in  this  work  until  nineteen  years  old, 
then  went  to  Elkhart,  Indiana,  and  later  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  he  became  local  manager  of  the  Western  Union  telegraph  office, 
which  position  he  held  from  1861  to  1868,  during  which  time  he  had 
the  honor  of  dispatching  the  first  message  from  Buffalo  to  San  Francisco. 
In  1868  Mr.  Hayes  abandoned  telegraphy,  and  entered  the  business  with 
which  he  was  associated  during  his  subsequent  life.  He  joined  Mr.  Brown 
and  Solomon  Drullard  (his  father-in-law),  and  the  new  firm  of  Brown, 
Drullard  &  Hayes  was  founded,  also  the  Franklin  Steam  Forge  Company, 
on  Chicago  street  in  Buffalo.  After  two  years  his  brother-in-law,  Frank 
Drullard,  bought  his  father’s  interest.  Mr.  Brown  dropped  out  of  the 
firm  and  the  business  continued  as  Drullard  &  Hayes,  the  plant  having 
been  moved  to  Exchange  street,  where  they  began  the  manufacture  of 
iron  pipe,  employing  the  Scotch  method- which  was  in  use  by  only  four 
companies  in  the  United  States.  In  1883  the  elder  Mr.  Drullard  died,  the 
son  having  died  previously,  and  Mr.  Hayes  became  the  sole  owner  of  the 
business.  A  few  years  later  he  formed  a  stock  company,  and  a  large 
plant  was  constructed  at  Box  avenue  and  the  Belt  Line  crossing  at  Buffalo. 
At  this  time,  he  became  associated  with  Sherman  S.  Rogers  and  Sherman 
S.  Jewett  in  the  Niagara  River  Iron  Company.  He  conceived  the  idea 
of  consolidating  the  principal  cast  iron  pipe  companies  in  the  country  and 
the  United  States  Cast  Iron  Pipe  and  Foundry  was  formed;  Mr.  Hayes 
became  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  remained  on  this  board 
until  his  death,  having  successively  filled  the  offices  of  treasurer,  vice 
president,  and  president.  He  held  the  latter  position  from  1902  to  1911, 
when  he  retired  from  active  duty  except  as  a  member  of  the  board.  His 
enviable  position  with  this  corporation  is  well  indicated  by  the  text  of 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  this  board  after  his  death,  as  follow : 

“Mr.  Hayes’  practical  knowledge  of  pipe  founding,  coupled  with  his 
ripened  judgment,  made  him  a  valuable  and  dominating  factor  in  the  early 
development  and  growth  of  the  company’s  plants  and  business.  His 
genial  personality  and  optimism  made  him  many  fast  friends,  and  all  with 
whom  he  was  associated  will  miss  him.  Whereby,  after  discussion  and 
motion  duly  made  and  seconded  it  was  unanimously 

“Resolved :  That  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  company 
as  such  and  individually,  it  is  desired  to  record  the  sense  of  great  loss  to 
the  company  and  their  sorrow  in  the  death  of  George  Burrell  Hayes.  The 
Board  will  miss  his  practical  experience,  his  cheery  optimism  and  his 
kindly  companionship,  and  be  it  further 

“Resolved :  That  we  express  our  sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  to 
the  family  of  Mr.  Hayes  in  their  great  loss  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions  be  sent  them. 

“N.  S.  Russell,  president, 

“Charles  R.  Rauth,  secretary.” 

As  noted,  Mr.  Hayes  made  his  home  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  sixty- 
four  years.  For  much  of  this  time,  he  was  a  director  of  the  old  Manu- 
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facturers  &  Traders  Bank  and  of  the  old  Columbia  National  Bank.  He 
was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary.  In  1896  he  was  a  member 
of  the  state  commission  on  prisons.  His  political  affiliation  was  with  the 
republican  party.  In  1873  he  joined  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  and  retained  his  membership  for  fifty-two  years,  having 
been  at  the  time  of  his  demise  the  oldest  past  master  of  this  lodge.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences  and  the  Buffalo  Library  Board,  of  which  he  was  president.  He 
likewise  served  as  park  commissioner  at  one  period,  and  it  was  due  to  his 
efforts  that  the  public  swimming  pool  was  built  in  Humboldt  Park.  His 
favorite  recreation  and  diversion  from  business  cares  was  fishing. 

On  December  3,  1864,  in  Buffalo,  George  Burrell  Hayes  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Louise  Drullard,  a  native  of  this  city,  born 
December  3,  1844,  and  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Margaret  (Ingalls) 
Drullard.  The  father  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1807,  and  here  died  in 
1883.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  pipe,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  public  affairs  of  early  Buffalo.  He  was  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Margaret  (Fairchild)  Drullard,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Munson)  Fairchild.  Nathaniel  Fairchild  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Hayes  graduated  with  high  honors  at  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Seminary,  in  recognition  of  which  she  was  presented  with  a  five- 
volume  set  of  Browning’s  works.  It  is  an  interesting  episode  that  upon 
the  graduation  of  her  youngest  daughter  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary  the 
mother  celebrated  her  own  fiftieth  anniversary  of  her  graduation.  She 
presided  at  the  graduation  exercises,  at  which  time  she  presented  each  of 
her  five  daughters,  all  graduates  of  the  Seminary,  with  one  of  the  Brown¬ 
ing  books  she  had  received  a  half  century  before. 

For  about  sixty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  lived  together  in  complete 
happiness,  and  during  that  period  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  George  Drullard,  now  manager  of  the  United  States  Cast  Iron 
Pipe  &  Foundry  of  Buffalo ;  M.  Alice,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Marcy,  of 
Buffalo;  Florence,  a  resident  of  Buffalo;  J.  Arthur,  who  died  in  Buffalo 
in  1930;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Lyman  P.  Hubbell,  of  Buffalo;  Walter,  a 
resident  of  Canada;  Louisa,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Strubing,  of  Buffalo; 
and  Hilda  Hayes,  who  married  John  Messersmith,  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hayes, 
his  wife,  and  his  children  were  all  baptised  on  the  same  day  and  confirmed 
in  the  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  in  that  faith 
he  lived  and  died.  In  1923  the  family  circle  was  broken  by  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Hayes,  the  devoted  mother  and  wife.  Mr.  Hayes  survived  her  but 
two  years,  his  death  occurring  March  21,  1925.  Their  declining  years 
were  enriched  by  the  affection  of  the  children  who  had  grown  to  maturity 
in  the  home,  and  particularly  by  the  tender  and  watchful  care  bestowed 
upon  them  by  Miss  Florence  Hayes,  who  not  only  cared  for  her  invalid 
mother  during  the  latter  years  of  her  life,  but  was  a  companion  and  a 
confidante  of  her  father  for  many  years.  Florence  Hayes  is  very  active 
in  public  matters  pertaining  to  Buffalo ;  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  was  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Church  Chari¬ 
ties  Foundation;  president  of  both  guilds  of  Trinity  Church;  treasurer 
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of  the  Buffalo  Garden  Club ;  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Camp 
Fire  Council,  which  office  she  has  held  for  many  years.  Her  hobby  is 
gardening,  and  for  the  past  two  years  she  has  acted  as  judge  of  the  Buffalo 
Evening  News  Garden  Contest.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Hilda  Messersmith,  with 
her  two  sons,  Hayes  and  Jack  Messersmith,  make  their  home  with  Miss 
Hayes  at  99  North  Lincoln  boulevard  in  Buffalo.  Jack  is  a  pupil  at  Gow’s 
School  of  East  Aurora,  while  Hayes  attends  Deveaux  College  at  Niagara 
Falls.  The  original  family  residence,  built  by  Mr.  Hayes  more  than  a 
half  century  before  his  demise,  was  situated  at  the  corner  of  North  street 
and  Elmwood  avenue,  Buffalo,  and  from  this  time-honored  home  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  borne  to  the  family  burial  ground  at  Forest  Lawn. 


RICHARD  LENOX  WOOD 

One  of  the  leading  insurance  men  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  Richard 
Lenox  Wood,  of  the  insurance  firm  of  Richard  L.  Wood  &  Company,  with 
offices  at  808  Marine  Trust  building.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  insur¬ 
ance  business  for  many  years,  which  have  been  years  of  progress  and 
success,  based  on  the  high  principles  by  which  he  has  been  guided  and 
assiduous  attention  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  high  objective  which 
he  set  for  himself.  In  addition,  he  has  embraced  every  opportunity  to 
advance  the  progress  of  Buffalo  and  has  taken  an  absorbing  interest  in 
civic  affairs.  In  club  life,  in  fraternal  orders,  and  in  social  matters,  he 
has  likewise  been  active,  and  at  all  times  his  position  has  been  one  of 
enviable  repute. 

Richard  L.  Wood  was  born  at  New  York  city,  September  19,  1869, 
a  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Cumming)  Wood.  The  father,  who  was  born 
at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  was  a  manufacturer  of  wall  paper  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  affilia¬ 
tion,  and  in  politics  a  republican.  His  death  occurred  in  New  York  city. 
His  wife,  who  survives  him  and  resides  in  New  York  city,  was  born  in 
Scotland.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  Lenox  Cumming,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  the  United  States,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Libby  prison,  where  he  was  held  by  the 
Confederates. 

Richard  L.  Wood  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
city,  having  attended  old  No.  35  school,  which  was  also  attended  by 
Chief  Justice  Charles  Evans  Hughes  as  a  youth,  and  by  others  who  later 
became  notable  figures.  Mr.  Wood  also  graduated  from  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College,  after  which  he  became  associated  with  the 
Lloyd  Plate  Glass  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York  city,  as  a  clerk  in 
the  home  office,  there  remaining  a  number  of  years.  In  November,  1898, 
he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  insurance  agency  of  H.  N.  Vedder  & 
Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  this  has  since  become  Richard  L.  Wood  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Wood  being  the  proprietor.  The  company  carries  on  a  general 
insurance  business,  and  ranks  among  the  most  dependable  and  best 
patronized  firms  in  the  insurance  field  of  Buffalo. 
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Mr.  Wood  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  married  on  January  25, 
1894,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Bertha  Fiss,  a  native  of  New  York  city,  who 
died  in  Buffalo,  in  January,  1899.  In  New  York  city,  December  31,  1911, 
Mr.  Wood  married  Georgiana  T.  Thorne,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Frank  and  Georgiana  (Stevenson)  Thorne.  Mrs. 
Wood  was  educated  at  St.  Margaret’s  in  Buffalo,  and  Miss  Brown’s  School 
in  New  York  city;  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  the 
mother  of  a  son,  George  S.  Fenton,  by  a  former  marriage. 

Richard  L.  Wood  is  a  republican,  and  was  civil  service  commissioner 
under  Mayor  J.  N.  Adam.  During  the  World  war  he  was  an  assistant 
director  of  the  chemical  division  of  the  War  Industries  Board.  Mr.  Wood 
is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a  member  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church, 
and  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Club,  Country  Club,  Laurentian 
Club,  Pytonga  Club  and  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  residence 
is  at  90  Chapin  parkway. 


HENRY  GANSON 

In  the  field  of  banking  and  auditing,  the  late  Henry  Ganson  was  for 
many  years  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  reputable  authorities  of  Buffalo. 
He  held  a  number  of  positions  of  large  responsibility,  and  in  each  dis¬ 
played  the  talent,  the  efficiency,  and  the  fine  spirit  which  led  him  to  unfail¬ 
ing  success.  As  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Ganson  was  truly  representative 
of  the  most  valued  type ;  was  public-spirited  and  did  his  duty  to  the  com¬ 
munity  without  attempt  at  personal  exploitation.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  lived  retired  from  active  business  on  account  of  failing  health  and  his 
death  here  occurred  February  12,  1910. 

Mr.  Ganson  was  born  in  this  city,  May  23,  1856,  and  was  a  son  of 
Corneil  R.  and  Allison  (Bathgate)  Ganson.  The  father,  a  native  of 
LeRoy,  New  York,  came  to  Buffalo  when  a  young  man,  here  resided  most 
of  his  life,  and  was  well  known  in  banking  circles  of  this  city.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Scotland. 

Henry  Ganson  completed  his  public  school  education  by  graduation 
from  the  Central  high  school,  and  then  entered  the  old  Erie  Bank,  where 
he  remained  for  a  short  time.  He  next  became  cashier  of  the  Farmers  & 
Mechanics  Bank,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  this  institution  until  its  liquida¬ 
tion  about  1898,  after  which  he  was  with  the  auditing  department  of  the 
International  Railways  for  several  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Elli- 
cott  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  while  his  religious  affiliation  was 
with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Ganson  was  married  April  29,  1884,  to  Anna  M.  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  A.  Hull  and  Matilda  (Hull)  Thompson  of  Buffalo  and  a 
descendant  of  the  Hull  and  Thompson  families  who  took  such  an  active 
part  in  the  early  events  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mrs.  Ganson,  who  sur¬ 
vives  her  husband,  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ganson 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Howard  H.  and  James  T. 
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Howard  H.  Ganson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  23,  1885,  and 
graduated  from  the  Central  high  school.  He  is  now  connected  with  the 
Hygienic  Nursing  Bottle  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  belongs  to  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  Rotary  Club, 
the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club.  He  was  married  February  14,  1921,  to  Miss 
Dorothy  Stevens  Decker,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Moore 
Decker,  of  Kingston,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ganson  have  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Margaret  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  James  William  Lockett, 
U.  S.  A.,  Howard  H.  and  Allison  Bathgate. 

James  T.  Ganson  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  17,  1887,  graduated 
from  Central  high  school,  and  studied  engineering  at  the  Rensselaer  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1911.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  the  contracting  and  engineering  business  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member 
of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Sons  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  and  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  collegiate  fraternity.  During  the 
World  war,  he  served  overseas  two  years  as  a  captain  in  the  United  States 
Army.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  was  married  June  15,  1921,  to 
Miss  Gladys  E.  Brown,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Rohrer 
Brown  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ann  Isa¬ 
bel  and  Georgia  Elizabeth. 

The  residence  of  Mrs.  Henry  Ganson  is  situated  at  50  Vermont  street 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  her  home  is  shared  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  T. 
Ganson  and  family. 


JOHN  WESTERVELT  BUSH 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  old  and  cultured  families  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier  is  that  of  Bush,  a  notable  member  of  which  was  the 
late  John  Westervelt  Bush,  widely  known  for  his  extraordinary  business 
ability  and  upright  character.  The  family  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Joseph  Bush,  the 
earliest  of  whom  there  is  any  definite  record,  with  his  wife  Roxanna., 
settled  at  Beswick,  Pennsylvania,  where  their  son  John  was  born  in  1794. 
Joseph  was  in  active  service  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a  man 
of  integrity  and  sterling  worth.  John  Bush,  his  son,  married  at  an  early 
age,  and  with  his  wife,  Hannah,  moved  to  Clarence,  New  York,  where 
their  son,  Myron  P.  Bush,  was  born  in  1819.  Afterward  the  family  came 
to  Buffalo,  and  bought  a  house  on  Carroll  street.  Hannah  Bush  was  a 
good  housekeeper,  and  did  much  of  her  own  spinning  and  weaving.  Like 
many  other  women  of  her  day  and  generation,  she  enjoyed  smoking  a 
pipe,  but  gave  up  the  habit  in  later  years.  She  died  in  1858.  John  Bush’s 
second  wife,  Elizabeth,  survived  him.  He  was  a  man  of  irreproachable 
character,  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  gave 
liberally  of  time,  land  and  money. 

Myron  P.  Bush  had  a  good  public  school  education,  and  in  1838,  in 
New  York  city,  married  Margaret  Westervelt  who  was  born  there.  The 
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Westervelt  family  came  from  Holland,  and  settled  in  New  York  when  the 
city  was  quite  young,  and  many  of  the  descendants  are  now  living  there 
or  in  nearby  towns.  The  first  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  after  marriage 
was  on  Seneca  street  in  Buffalo,  and  later  they  moved  to  a  fine  house  on 
Swan  and  Elm  streets,  the  favorite  residential  district  of  many  of  Buffalo’s 
old  families.  Afterward  Mr.  Bush  built  a  handsome  brick  house  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Delaware  and  Summer  streets,  then  considered  far 
out  of  town.  The  grounds  surrounding  the  house  were  laid  out  with 
choice  flowering  plants  and  shrubs ;  the  driveways  were  wide,  and 
strangers  in  the  city  were  often  driven  through  the  grounds  in  the  days 
when  horses  and  carriages  were  the  general  means  of  conveyance. 

Myron  P.  Bush,  with  George  Howard,  established  the  firm  of  Bush  & 
Howard,  tanners.  Mr.  Bush  was  a  genial  host,  a  lover  of  fine  horses  and 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  president.  He  was  a  generous  spirited  citizen,  and  occupied  many 
public  positions.  The  children  of  the  family  were  John,  Margaret,  and 
George.  Margaret  was  an  attractive  girl,  a  brunette,  whose  coming  out 
party  in  the  Delaware  avenue  home  was  a  brilliant  affair.  She  was  twice 
married.  Her  first  husband  was  Robert  L.  Loomis,  by  whom  she  had  a 
son,  a  handsome  boy  who  died  in  early  childhood.  Her  second  husband 
was  Herman  T.  Koerner,  a  talented  man,  who  was  an  author,  an  artist, 
and  a  musical  composer  of  ability.  He  died  in  1928.  George  Howard 
Bush  was  a  man  of  many  friends,  with  a  cheerful  word  for  all.  He  was  a 
great  lover  of  horses  and  dogs.  He  died  while  still  a  young  man.  His 
wife  was  the  beautiful  Anne  Uebelhoer,  who  survived  him  but  a  few 
years. 

John  Westervelt  Bush,  the  oldest  child  of  Myron  P.  and  Margaret 
(Westervelt)  Bush,  was  born  at  their  home  on  Seneca  street,  Buffalo, 
May  22,  1844.  He  was  educated  by  private  tutors,  and  early  in  life  be¬ 
came  associated  with  the  firm  of  Bush  &  Howard.  On  April  15,  1869,  he 
married  Katherine  Corley  Treman,  of  Ithaca,  New  York. 

The  Tremayne  (Treman)  family  was  of  Norman  origin,  and  became 
known  in  England  after  the  battle  of  Hastings  in  1066,  the  first  ancestor 
having  gone  over  from  France  in  the  train  of  the  seventh  duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  afterwards  William  the  Conqueror,  and  settled  in  Cornwall.  Ori¬ 
ginally  the  name  was  Tremayne,  meaning  three  hands,  and  afterwards  it 
became  Tremaine,  Truman  or  Treman.  Different  members  appear  to 
have  been  prominent  in  public  life.  Some  served  in  the  wars  of  the 
Crusades,  One  of  the  family  was  a  high  sheriff  of  Cornwall  in  1485.  An¬ 
other  was  canon  of  St.  Peter’s,  Exeter,  a  famous  preacher,  styled  well¬ 
born,  learned  and  well  beloved.  Edward  Tremayne  was  one  of  the  clerks 
of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  most  honorable  privy  council.  Two  brothers  were 
distinguished  and  faithful  adherents  of  Charles  I.  John  Hearle  Tremayne 
was  a  member  of  parliament  and  later  high  sheriff  of  Cornwall.  His  son 
was  a  colonel  in  the  English  Army,  and  one  of  his  daughters  married  Sir 
John  Salisbury  Trelawney.  Joseph  Treman  and  his  wife  went  from 
Nottingham,  England,  to  New  London,  Connecticut,  in  1666.  He  is 
spoken  of  as  a  citizen  of  prominence.  Their  son  married  the  granddaugh- 
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ter  of  Elder  William  and  Mary  Brewster  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Their  son, 
John,  married  and  moved  to  Hillsdale,  Columbia  county,  where  their 
youngest  child,  Abner,  was  born  in  1761.  Abner  Treman  rendered  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  enlisted  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  as  private, 
corporal,  sergeant,  and  sergeant-major,  and  was  honored  with  a  badge 
of  merit.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  the  town  of  Trumansburg  in  1792, 
and  from  him  the  town  takes  its  name.  After  an  exceedingly  eventful  life, 
Abner  Treman  died  at  Mecklinburg,  New  York,  August  13,  1823.  His  son 
Ashbel  Treman,  married  Mary  Ayers  in  1817.  He  died  while  still  a  young 
man,  leaving  a  family  of  five  children.  The  oldest  son,  Leonard,  was  born 
in  Mecklinburg,  July  18,  1819.  On  October  20,  1846,  he  married  Almira 
Corley,  daughter  of  John  Corley,  a  merchant  of  New  York  city,  and 
Katherine  Fernhohe,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent, 
the  parents  of  John  Corley  having  come  to  this  country  from  Heidelberg. 
When  Almira  Corley  was  thirteen  years  old,  the  family  moved  from  New 
York  to  Ithaca.  They  had  two  packet  boats  to  carry  their  household 
effects  and  their  large  family.  Three  weeks  were  required  to  make  the 
journey.  Leonard  Treman  was  the  founder  of  the  firm  of  Treman 
Brothers,  afterward  the  Treman-King  Company,  which  firm  still  exists, 
the  only  changes  in  the  personnel  being  occasioned  by  death.  His  character 
was  one  of  marked  worth  and  excellence.  He  was  prominent  in  many 
public  enterprises  and  was  a  man  of  genial,  kindly  nature.,  which  was 
generally  recognized  and  appreciated.  His  widow,  well  known  for  her 
many  charities,  survived  him  nine  years.  The  Tremayne  coat-of-arms 
with  its  motto,  Honor  et  Honestas,  would  seem  to  illustrate  the  character 
of  the  Tremayne  family  throughout  the  generations. 

Katherine  Corley  Treman  was  the  second  daughter  of  Leonard  and 
Almira  Treman,  the  first  child  having  died  in  infancy.  After  attending 
school  in  Ithaca,  she  entered  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  from  which  she  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1866.  She  was  married  to  John  Westervelt  Bush  at  her  father’s 
home  in  Ithaca,  April  15,  1869,  surrounded  by  many  loving  friends  and 
many  beautiful  remembrances.  Their  first  home  was  an  attractive  house 
built  on  the  Bush  grounds,  where  they  lived  with  their  two  children, 
Katherine  Tremaine  and  Myron  P.  Bush  II,  who  was  born  there.  John 
Westervelt  Bush  and  his  wife  were  both  very  fond  of  travel.  Before  mar¬ 
riage,  Mr.  Bush  spent  a  year  in  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  later  he 
and  his  wife  made  several  trips  abroad.  Mrs.  Bush  was  an  interested 
member  of  the  board  of  women  managers  of  the  beautiful  Pan-American 
Exposition  in  1901,  and  thus  had  opportunity  to  meet  people  of  many 
lands.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Graduates’  Association,  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  the  Scribbler  Club,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  Les  Amis  de  la  France. 

In  1880  Myron  P.  Bush  retired  from  business,  and  John  Westervelt 
Bush  was  head  of  the  firm  until  he  retired  in  1887.  The  warehouses  of 
Bush  &  Howard  were  where  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  station  now 
stands. 

Katherine  Tremaine  Bush,  their  daughter,  after  finishing  school  in 
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Buffalo,  was  a  student  in  Mrs.  Piatt’s  School  in  Utica,  New  York,  for  two 
years.  She  was  fond  of  music  and  a  pleasing  singer.  In  1895  she  was 
married  to  William  H.  Hotchkiss,  a  lawyer  of  Buffalo,  the  large  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  grandmother.  Their  first  home  was  on 
Oakland  place,  where  their  daughter,  Katherine,  was  born.  Mr.  Hotch¬ 
kiss  was  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  where  he  was  a  brilliant  student. 
He  was  associated  in  Buffalo  with  Edward  Llewellyn  Parker  under  the 
firm  name  of  Parker  &  Hotchkiss.  Later  Mr.  Parker  retired. 

Myron  P.  Bush  II  attended  private  schools,  the  State  Normal  School, 
and  in  1898  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo.  In  1903  the  firm  of  Hotchkiss  &  Bush  was  formed.  He  studied 
music  in  Boston,  the  violin  always  having  been  a  source  of  recreation 
and  pleasure  to  him.  In  October,  1898,  he  was  married  in  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  to  Carrie  C.  Benson,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  Benson  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Benson  was  associated  with  the  firm  of 
Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Benson  was  of  Revolu¬ 
tionary  ancestry,  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  was  a  woman  of  generosity  and 
kindness.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  P.  Bush  II  lived  with  his  father  and 
mother  in  the  winter  on  Delaware  avenue,  where  their  daughters  Caroline 
and  Katherine,  were  born.  In  the  summer,  they  had  a  lovely  cottage  at 
Lake  View  on  the  lake  shore. 

In  1903  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Westervelt  Bush  sold  their  home  on  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue,  and  with  the  families  of  their  son  and  daughter  became 
pioneers  in  the  building  of  houses  on  Lincoln  parkway,  now  a  beautiful 
residential  district.  The  second  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  was  born  at 
their  home  on  Lincoln  parkway.  In  the  course  of  time,  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
was  appointed  state  superintendent  of  insurance  and  the  family  moved 
to  Albany.  After  his  term  expired,  they  lived  in  New  York  city.  His 
office  is  still  in  the  latter  city,  but  their  home  is  in  Mamaroneck.  He  is  a 
successful  insurance  lawyer;  is  a  member  of  the  State  Bar  Association 
and  of  several  clubs.  The  two  Hotchkiss  daughters  graduated  from  the 
Bennett  School  and  are  now  married.  The  older,  Katherine,  is  married  to 
Richard  H.  Longmaid,  and  they  have  one  son.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  John 
Storey  Breckinridge,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons.  Both  daugh¬ 
ters  live  at  Larchmont. 

Caroline  Bush,  eldest  daughter  of  Myron  P.  and  Carrie  B.  Bush, 
after  leaving  school  in  Buffalo,  graduated  from  the  Lincoln  school.  She 
was  of  genial,  happy  disposition,  and  had  many  friends.  In  1923,  she 
was  married  to  Melville  C.  Selleck,  who  had  been  active  in  the  naval 
department  during  the  World  war  and  is  now  in  business  in  Buffalo.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Their  beautiful  wedding  was  celebrated 
in  the  family  home  on  Lincoln  parkway. 

After  Mr.  Hotchkiss  left  Buffalo,  Myron  P.  Bush  II  had  as  a  law 
associate,  Jesse  R.  Benton,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bush  &  Benton.  This 
firm  is  now  well-established,  and  is  one  of  reliability  and  integrity.  Mr. 
Bush  is  a  director  and  attorney  of  the  American  Savings  Bank  and  is 
likewise  attorney  for  several  other  organizations  in  and  near  Buffalo. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  and  the  American  Bar  Associa¬ 
tions.  The  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  P.  Bush  II,  after 
graduating  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  taught  aesthetic  dancing  and  also 
swimming  at  various  places.  With  a  friend,  she  motored  across  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  is  now  teaching  and  taking  a  special  course  in  the  University 
of  California. 

John  W.  Bush  II  and  Morris  Benson  both  graduated  from  the  Nichols 
School  in  Buffalo.  Afterward  John  spent  a  year  in  Williams  College, 
and  is  now  in  business  at  Schenectady.  Benson,  the  youngest  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  is  also  in  business. 

As  time  passed  on  and  the  family’s  interests  were  separated,  they  dis¬ 
posed  of  their  homes  on  Lincoln  parkway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Westervelt 
Bush  moved  to  Bidwell  parkway  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  P.  Bush  II  to 
Lancaster  avenue. 

On  March  16,  1924,  John  Westervelt  Bush  passed  quietly  away.  He 
was  nearly  eighty  years  old.  Some  years  before,  a  fall  in  his  room  caused 
lameness  from  which  he  never  recovered.  He  became  less  and  less  active, 
but  was  confined  to  his  bed  only  a  few  days  before  his  death.  Mr.  Bush 
was  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  Marine  Bank.  He  was  an  incorpora¬ 
tor  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  and  kept  abreast  of  all  public  affairs.  He  had 
superior  executive  ability.  His  love  of  good  music  was  one  of  his  out¬ 
standing  characteristics.  Of  a  retiring  disposition,  he  was  devoted  to  his 
family  and  friends,  and  had  the  keenest  interest  in  and  loyalty  to  every¬ 
thing  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Buffalo,  the  city  of  his  birth. 


HERMANN  ANDREW  BRUNN 

Hermann  Andrew  Brunn,  who  is  president  of  the  important  manu¬ 
facturing  firm  of  Brunn  &  Company,  located  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  designers  of  automobile  bodies,  in  the  country. 
His  work  is  entirely  custom  manufacture,  and  some  of  the  most  exclusive 
designs  in  use  by  the  larger  motor  car  companies  have  been  the  product 
of  his  genius. 

Mr.  Brunn  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  29,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Adaline  E.  (Savitz)  Brunn.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry  and  reached  the  rank  of  lieutenant  prior  to  his  discharge. 
For  forty  years  thereafter  he  was  associated  with  a  well  known  depart¬ 
ment  store  in  Buffalo,  and  he  died  in  1915.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Orpheus  Singing  Society  and  at  one  time  its  president  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  inducing  John  Lund  to  come  to  Buffalo  as  conductor.  He  was 
known  widely  as  a  bass  singer  for  over  thirty  years  in  the  churches  of 
Buffalo.  His  wife,  who  was  born  at  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  is  now 
(1931)  residing  in  Buffalo  in  the  ninety-second  year  of  her  age. 

Hermann  A.  Brunn  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  afterward  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  Henry  Brunn, 
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at  that  time  one  of  the  best  known  coach  builders  in  the  country.  He 
remained  in  that  connection  until  1908,  during  which  time  he  thoroughly 
learned  the  business,  then  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  attended  the 
carriage  builders’  school  for  two  terms,  specializing  in  the  study  of  car¬ 
riage  body  designing.  Next  he  became  identified  with  the  New  Haven 
Carriage  Company  in  Connecticut,  being  employed  in  the  drafting  room 
of  that  concern  for  about  three  years. 

The  business  in  Buffalo  now  known  as  Brunn  &  Company  was  estab¬ 
lished  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  work  of  the  organization  is  the  designing 
and  building  of  exclusive  automobile  bodies.  Mr.  Brunn  gives  to  this  work 
his  personal  attention,  and  has  displayed  great  individual  talent  and  abil¬ 
ity  in  the  conduct  of  his  labors.  He  has  gained  an  international  reputa¬ 
tion  in  this  field  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  hosts  of  patrons.  He 
created  the  whole  new  line  of  Lincoln  motor  cars  for  the  Leland  interests 
when  the  Lincoln  was  first  brought  out.  When  the  Ford  Motor  Company 
took  over  the  Lincoln  interests,  Mr.  Brunn  continued  to  build  their  exclu¬ 
sive  models  of  town  cars.  One  of  his  outstanding  creations  is  a  ceremonial 
car  for  Riza  Khan,  shah  of  Persia,  while  numerous  other  distinctive 
designs  by  Mr.  Brunn  have  gone  to  crowned  heads  and  notables  in  various 
parts  of  the  world. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Brunn  is  a  democrat,  and  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wanakah 
Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Society  of  Automotive 
Engineers. 

Mr.  Brunn  married  Miss  Marjory  Murray,  of  Watertown,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  R.  Murray,  a  prominent  merchant  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Brunn  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunn  have  one  son,  Hermann  Charles  Brunn,  a  graduate 
of  the  Buffalo  Technical  School  and  now  associated  with  his  father  in 
business.  The  family  residence  is  at  312  Middlesex  road,  Buffalo. 


CLARENCE  C.  DUCHSCHERER,  M.  D. 

The  medical  profession  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  suffered  a  distinct 
loss  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Clarence  C.  Duchscherer,  which  occurred  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1930,  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life  and  at 
the  height  of  his  success  in  the  vocation  of  his  choice.  He  was  a  highly 
conscientious,  ethical,  and  honored  physician,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
promising  of  the  professional  men  of  his  generation.  His  citizenship  was 
laudable,  and  his  popularity  was  marked  wherever  he  was  known.  He 
was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  March  20,  1881, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Mary  (Houck)  Duchscherer,  both  having  been 
born  in  Buffalo,  and  both  were  of  German  descent.  The  mother  is  now 
deceased.  The  father  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  city  depart¬ 
ment  of  public  safety,  and  has  lived  during  a  long  period  in  the  Black 
Rock  section  of  the  city. 

Clarence  C.  Duchscherer  completed  his  public  school  education  in  the 
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Central  high  school,  then  took  up  the  study  of  his  profession  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  and  from  that  institution  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  in  1903.  He  then  served  an  interneship  at  the  Lafayette 
General  Hospital,  after  which  he  established  an  office  at  247  Forest  avenue, 
there  remaining  until  his  death.  He  soon  won  a  large  practice  and  was 
very  successful  in  its  conduct.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Association  and  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association  and 
always  kept  abreast  of  advanced  professional  thought. 

During  the  period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the  World  war, 
Dr.  Duchscherer  was  eager  to  enter  the  service  and  endeavored  to  do  so, 
but  was  disqualified  on  account  of  physical  disability. 

Dr.  Duchscherer  was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  held  mem¬ 
bership  in  Occidental  Lodge,  No.  766,  in  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  and  in 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  supported  the  republican  party, 
and  his  religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Church. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Duchscherer  occurred  November  29,  1906,  when 
Phoebe  Haendiges,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Phillip  and  Barbara  (Link)  Haen- 
diges,  became  his  wife.  Rev.  Haendiges  was  born  in  Neustadt,  Germany, 
and  his  wife  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Mrs.  Duchscherer  was  born  in 
Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  Buffalo  about  1900,  when  her  father 
accepted  charge  of  the  East  Street  Methodist  Church,  where  he  remained 
as  pastor  for  twelve  years.  He  died  in  1914.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Duchscherer 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Paul  Edward,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
James  Philip,  Born  October  27,  1915,  and  now  (1931)  a  junior  in  the 
Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo.  The  family  residence  is  at  247  Forest 
avenue. 


WILLIAM  DICKSON  YOUNG 

William  Dickson  Young,  who  is  the  president  of  the  Cling-Surface 
Company,  of  Buffalo,  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier,  the  first  of  the  male  line  in  this  section  having  come 
here  in  1807.  Dr.  Young  is  a  representative  of  the  leading  class  of 
Buffalo  citizens,  successful  in  his  business  affairs,  and  actively  interested 
in  all  important  phases  of  civic  life.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  March  1, 
1872,  a  son  of  Albert  Barnes  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Dickson)  Young. 

Albert  Barnes  Young  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  26,  1848,  and  died 
here  March  2,  1930.  He  was  the  president  and  the  organizer  of  the 
Cling-Surface  Company  of  this  city,  manufacturers  of  engineering  sup¬ 
plies.  The  business  was  inaugurated  in  1896,  and  incorporated  in  1899. 
Albert  B.  Young  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  known  as  a  public- 
spirited  man.  He  was  a  son  of  Charles  E.  and  Aurora  (Barnes)  Young, 
the  former  born  October  26,  1816,  at  Williamsville,  New  York,  where  his 
parents  had  gone  to  escape  the  British  and  Indians.  He  died  at  Buffalo, 
September  29,  1882.  In  1835,  he  and  his  brother,  Francis,  founded 
what  later  became  in  1850  the  old  firm  of  Young,  Lockwood  &  Company 
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of  Buffalo,  which  still  later  became  Adams  &  White,  and  engaged  in  the 
printing,  bookbinding  and  stationery  business.  They  were  pioneers  in 
this  business  at  Buffalo.  Charles  E.  Young  was  for  fifteen  years  super¬ 
visor  of  the  old  tenth  ward  and  for  several  years  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors.  His  wife  was  born  at  Danby,  Vermont,  December  9,  1820, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  June  24,  1863.  Charles  E.  Young  was  a  son  of  Foster 
and  Valinda  (Fletcher)  Young.  Foster  Young  was  born  at  Peterboro, 
New  Hampshire,  March  25,  1784,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  January  8,  1851, 
having  here  been  in  the  fur  business  for  a  number  of  years  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Samuel  Pratt.  He  was  in  the  commissary  department 
of  the  United  States  Army  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  came  to  Buffalo 
in  1807.  He  was  married  here  November  18,  1810,  by  Judge  Peter  Barker, 
there  being  no  minister  west  of  Batavia  at  that  time.  His  wife,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  General  Samuel  Fletcher,  was  born  at  West  Townsend,  Vermont, 
May  9,  1790,  and  died  October  13,  1881,  at  Buffalo.  Foster  Young  was 
a  son  of  Dr.  John  Young,  of  Peterboro,  New  Hampshire,  who  was  a  sur¬ 
geon  in  Colonel  Nichols’  regiment  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Elizabeth  J.  (Dickson)  Young,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Young,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  October  6,  1847,  and  now  lives  in  this  city.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Browning)  Dickson.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Ulster,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1800,  came  to  Buffalo 
in  1835,  and  died  here  January  20,  1865.  He  was  a  lake  captain,  having 
owned  the  vessels  he  skippered.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
died  in  Buffalo. 

William  D.  Young  completed  his  classical  education  in  the  Buffalo 
Normal  School  and  then  entered  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1894. 
For  the  next  five  years  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  then  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  vice  president  of  the  Cling-Surface  Company  of  this 
city,  of  which  his  father  was  president.  Upon  the  death  of  the  latter,  on 
March  2,  1930,  he  became  president. 

Dr.  Young  is  a  republican,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  civil  service 
commissioner,  having  been  appointed  by  Mayor  Jewett.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Aurora,  New  York,  and  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buffalo  Ath¬ 
letic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants 
and  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Erie 
County  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and  for  seven  years  was 
commissioner  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  always  having  manifested  great  interest 
in  this  organization. 

In  1899,  in  Buffalo,  Dr.  Young  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  Kittinger, 
a  native  of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Johnston)  Kit¬ 
tinger.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pekin,  New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo. 
He  was  a  realtor  by  occupation,  and  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  federal  army 
during  the  Civil  war.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ulster,  Ireland,  and  died  at 
Buffalo.  Mrs.  Young,  who  received  her  education  in  the  Buffalo  Normal 
School  and  at  Cornell  University,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
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Church  of  East  Aurora,  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  and  the  College 
Club.  To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Young  there  has  been  born  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth  D.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Gordon  N.  Parker,  of  East 
Aurora,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  D.,  who  was  born  June  15, 
1930.  Dr.  Young  resides  at  590  South  street,  East  Aurora. 


LEONARD  R.  LIPOWICZ 

Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  Leonard  R.  Lipowicz  has  made  sub¬ 
stantial  progress,  due  to  his  ability  and  close  application,  and  is  now 
serving  as  associate  attorney  general  of  New  York,  residing  in  Buffalo, 
his  native  city.  Born  June  10,  1895,  he  is  a  son  of  Stanislaus  and  Julia 
(Nick)  Lipowicz,  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Buffalo.  In  association  with 
his  sons,  the  father  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  preserves  and  soap,  thus  continuing  until  1921,  when  he 
retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lipowicz  now  make  their  home  in  Lake  View  and 
have  a  family  of  six  children.  Bruno,  the  eldest,  joined  the  medical  corps 
of  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  war  and  was  stationed  in 
Texas.  He  completed  a  course  in  chemistry  at  the  University  of  Buffalo 
and  since  1924  has  been  a  real  estate  dealer  of  this  city.  Edmund  enlisted 
in  the  navy,  was  in  training  at  Philadelphia  and  received  his  discharge  a 
short  time  before  the  signing  of  the  armistice.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Lipowicz  Motor  Company  of  Buffalo.  In  this  city 
he  married  Miss  Helen  Smeja,  by  whom  he  has  a  son,  Edmund,  Jr. 
Frances  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Pech,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  afterward  studying  medicine  in  New  York  city, 
and  is  now  practicing  in  Buffalo.  They  have  two  children,  Frances  Hen¬ 
rietta,  and  Henry  L.  Bernard,  who  attended  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  associated  with  his  brother  Edmund  in  the  automobile  business 
and  resides  in  Lake  View.  Stanislaus,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo,  was  married  in 
Lackawanna  to  Miss  Grace  Jones  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a 
son,  Stanislaus  (III). 

Leonard  R.  Lipowicz,  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth,  was  graduated  from 
the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo  in  1914  and  then  enrolled  as  a  student 
in  the  Syracuse  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  in  1918.  He  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1919  and  joined 
Casimir  Partyka,  a  well  known  attorney  of  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  was 
associated  in  a  partnership  relation  for  eighteen  months,  or  until  the 
latter’s  appointment  as  deputy  attorney  general,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Lipowicz  has  practiced  alone.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1929,  he  was  made 
associate  attorney  general,  an  office  for  which  he  is  well  qualified  by  reason 
of  his  keen  intelligence,  his  legal  experience  and  his  comprehensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Kasa 
Savings  &  Loan  Association  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Lipowicz  was  married  February  19,  1919,  to  Miss  Adelina  Dorase- 
wicz,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  Boleslaus  and  Bertha  Dorase- 
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wicz,  who  still  make  their  home  in  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lipowicz  have 
two  children:  Marcella,  who  was  born  November  25,  1919;  and  Leonard 
R.,  Jr.,  born  May  7,  1921. 

Mr.  Lipowicz  was  first  called  to  public  office  in  1924  and  served  as  state 
senator  for  two  terms,  from  1925  to  1928  inclusive.  As  a  member  of  that 
law-making  body  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  many 
measures  of  benefit  to  the  commonwealth  and  during  his  tenure  of  office 
was  one  of  a  committee  sent  to  Cuba  to  dedicate  the  monument  erected  on 
San  Juan  hill  in  memory  of  the  members  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  composed  of  volunteers  from  New  York  city  who  fell  in  the 
Spanish-American  war.  He  is  identified  with  the  South  Shore  Country 
Club,  the  Orioles,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  all  of  Buffalo.  While 
a  student  at  the  University  of  Syracuse  he  joined  the  Alpha  Chi  Rho  fra¬ 
ternity.  He  is  serving  on  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Society  and  is  likewise  connected  with  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and 
in  the  field  of  professional  service  has  ever  held  to  high  standards.  He 
is  a  broad-minded  man  who  stands  for  movements  for  moral  uplift  and 
intellectual  growth  and  for  all  that  is  progressive  in  citizenship. 


CHARLES  M.  KURTZ,  Ph.  D. 

In  the  history  of  art  in  America,  one  of  the  significant  names  is  that 
of  the  late  Charles  M.  Kurtz,  of  Buffalo,  whose  active  life  was  given  to 
the  interests  of  art  and  artists,  and  whose  wide  influence  in  this  sphere 
was  not  only  national,  but  extended  into  international  fields.  He  was 
devoted  to  the  progress  of  art  and  the  advancement  of  artistic  endeavor, 
and  chiefly  through  the  medium  of  the  press  and  magazines  he  performed 
notable  services  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Kurtz  was  born  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  March  20,  1855,  and 
was  a  son  of  Davis  Brooks  and  Julia  Maria  (Wilder)  Kurtz.  The  family  is 
of  Holland  Dutch  descent,  and  was  distinguished  in  the  old  country  for 
many  generations,  men  of  superior  talents  having  borne  the  name.  The 
members  of  the  family  who  first  came  to  America  settled  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Davis  Brooks  Kurtz  was  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  New  Castle, 
that  state.  He  married  Julia  Maria  Wilder,  descendant  of  an  old  colonial 
family  originally  from  England,  members  of  which  were  on  the  May¬ 
flower.  The  name  of  Wilder  is  from  the  Saxon  “Wealh,”  meaning  traveler 
or  pilgrim.  Nicholas  W.  Wilder,  an  early  English  ancestor,  served  as  a 
chieftain  in  the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth, 
having  landed  at  Milford  Haven,  England,  from  France. 

After  completing  his  common  school  education,  Charles  M.  Kurtz  took 
up  his  higher  studies  in  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  and  from  that 
institution  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1876,  his  Master  of 
Arts  in  1879  and  his  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  1902.  For  three  years  he 
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was  a  student  in  the  National  Academy  of  Design  of  New  York  city.  For 
several  years  he  was  connected  with  the  New  York  Tribune,  then  for  nine 
years  was  editor  of  National  Academy  Notes.  In  1884  he  was  editor  of 
the  Art  Union  Magazine.  From  1883  to  1886,  he  was  director  of  the  art 
department  of  the  Southern  Exposition  at  Louisville,  Kentucky  and  in 
1889  was  art  editor  of  the  New  York  Daily  Star,  and  later  was  also  liter¬ 
ary  editor  and  director  of  the  Sunday  Star.  Doctor  Kurtz  was  assistant 
chief  of  the  department  of  fine  arts,  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
in  Chicago  from  1891  to  1893.  From  1894  he  was  art  director  for  the 
St.  Louis  Annual  Exposition,  and  in  the  interests  of  this  exposition  he 
visited  the  art  centers  of  America  and  Europe.  He  received  a  diploma  and 
a  medal  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  International  Exposition  in  1898;  was 
assistant  director  of  fine  arts  for  the  United  States  commission  to  the 
Paris  Exposition  of  1900;  and  was  assistant  chief  of  the  art  department 
of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  from  1901  to  1904. 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  services  of  Dr.  Kurtz  in  the  cause  of  art 
was  rendered  during  the  last  four  years  of  his  life,  when  he  was  art 
director  for  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy,  to  which  position  he  had 
been  appointed  in  1905.  One  of  his  first  official  privileges  of  importance 
in  this  capacity  was  the  assembly  of  a  notable  loan  collection  of  paintings 
for  the  dedication  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery  in  1905.  During  this  period 
Dr.  Kurtz  did  much  to  further  the  general  art  interests  of  Buffalo.  It 
is  fitting  in  this  connection  to  include  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  on  March  22,  1909,  in  memory  of  their  dis¬ 
tinguished  confrere,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  March  21,  1909. 

“Charles  M.  Kurtz  was  appointed  art  director  of  the  Buffalo  Art  Gal¬ 
lery,  January  1,  1905,  upon  the  completion  of  the  new  gallery  building. 
For  four  years  he  has  given  to  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  a  quality  of 
service  difficult  adequately  to  acknowledge.  No  sacrifice  of  time  or  health 
was  too  great  for  him ;  early  and  late  he  worked,  sustained  by  an  enthusi¬ 
asm  which  never  for  an  instant  flagged  and  which  was  the  admiration 
of  all  those  who  were  near  to  the  work  he  was  doing.  Gentle  and  courteous 
by  nature,  tying  his  associates  to  himself  by  strong  ties  of  personal  affec¬ 
tion  and  esteem,  he  was  strong  and  fearless  in  his  opinions  and  has  won 
for  himself  a  high  position  in  his  chosen  profession. 

“To  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  the  cultivation  of  an  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful,  in  stimulating  an  interest  in  pictures,  in  strengthening  the 
foundation  for  higher  living  he  has  rendered  a  service  the  effect  of  which 
will  always  be  felt  in  the  life  of  his  community. 

“The  directors  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  in  the  death  of 
Charles  M.  Kurtz  lose  not  only  the  successful  and  talented  director  of  the 
institution  committed  to  their  charge,  but  a  personal  and  esteemed  friend, 
while  this  city  loses  a  citizen  who  coming  here  as  a  stranger  only  four 
short  years  ago  has  become  a  distinguished  figure  in  our  city's  life.” 

Just  a  few  days  before  his  death,  a  magnificent  painting  of  Dr.  Kurtz 
was  made  by  the  famous  Spanish  artist,  Joaquin  Sorolla  y  Bastida.  This 
canvas  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Kurtz,  and  for  many  years  was  loaned  to 
the  Albright  Art  Gallery. 
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Dr.  Kurtz  was  a  member  of  the  National  Society  of  Mural  Painters, 
the  Municipal  Art  Society,  the  Artists’  Guild  of  St.  Louis  and  the  Japan 
Society  of  London  and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society  of  Western 
Artists.  His  fraternity  was  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta,  and  he  belonged  to 
the  Lotus  Club,  the  National  Arts  Club  of  New  York,  the  Buffalo  Club, 
the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Thursday  Club,  the  Pioneer  Club  and 
the  Sedate  Sixteen  Club.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  during  the 
campaign  of  Benjamin  Harrison  for  president  in  1888  Dr.  Kurtz  was  one 
of  the  strongest  political  writers  in  support  of  the  party  and  its  candidate. 
His  church  was  the  Episcopal. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  appointed  an  officer  of  the  Order  of  Merit  "by  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Bulgaria  in  1905.  Another  fact  worthy  of  record  is  that 
he  was  commissioned  a  colonel  when  he  was  one  year  of  age,  and  the 
document  is  a  valued  possession  of  the  family.  At  the  request  of  Colonel 
Robert  McComb,  a  close  friend  of  the  family,  Governor  Pollock  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  signed  this  singular  commission. 

On  October  1,  1885,  Dr.  Kurtz  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Stephenson, 
of  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  whom  he  met  at  the  time  of  the  Southern  Ex¬ 
position  in  Louisville.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Andrew  Tribble  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Smith)  Stephenson.  The  father  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  old  and  distinguished  families  of  Virginia,  and  a  successful  physi¬ 
cian  of  his  day.  The  Stephenson  family  is  allied  with  the  Tribble  and 
Burris  families,  all  of  Revolutionary  descent.  Elizabeth  Ann  Stephenson 
was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin 
Smith,  listed  as  the  head  of  the  family  in  the  first  census  of  1790,  in  Shen¬ 
andoah  county,  Virginia,  who  survives  her  husband,  graduated  from 
Daughters’  College  at  Harrodsburg,  then  presided  over  by  John  Augustus 
Williams,  well  known  educator.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Friends  of  the  Albright 
Art  Gallery,  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  During  her  husband’s  life 
she  shared  his  interests  in  art,  and  traveled  extensively  with  him  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely :  Elizabeth  Stephenson  Kurtz,  who  gave  great  promise 
in  art  and  literature  but  died  at  an  early  age;  Julia  Wilder  and  Isabella 
Stephenson  Kurtz,  who  reside  with  their  mother  at  269  Richmond  avenue 
in  Buffalo. 

Julia  Wilder  Kurtz  was  born  in  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  the  Mary  C.  Wheeler  School  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island.  She  was  a  student  of  the  Arts  Student  League,  and 
studied  art  both  in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe  under  some  of  the 
most  famous  teachers.  Miss  Kurtz  took  the  normal  course  at  the  art 
school  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy,  has  been  a  teacher  of  art  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  for  the  past  ten  years  and  has  had 
paintings  and  drawings  in  various  exhibitions.  She  is  interested  not  only 
in  art,  but  also  in  music  and  literature.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Artists,  the  Guild  of  Allied  Arts,  the  American  Federation  of 
Arts,  the  Studio  Club  of  New  York,  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Poetry 
Society  of  Buffalo,  the  Mary  C.  Wheeler  Alumni  Association,  Eastern  Arts 
Association  and  the  Friends  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery. 
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Isabella  Stephenson  Kurtz  was  born  in  New  York  city.  She  studied 
under  private  tutors  and  attended  the  Mary  C.  Wheeler  School,  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  Sayre  College,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  She  graduated  from 
Hamilton  College  at  Lexington,  then  attended  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
where  she  was  a  student  in  the  arts  and  science  course.  She  is  interested 
in  literature,  and  in  1929  one  of  her  poems  was  awarded  a  prize  as  the 
third  best  poem  of  the  year  in  the  contest  held  by  the  Poetry  Society  of 
Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Guild  of  Allied  Arts,  the  Poetry  Society 
of  Buffalo,  the  Verse  Writers  Guild  of  America  (National),  and  the 
Alumni  Association  of  Hamilton  College  and  is  a  member  of  the  Studio 
School  of  The  Theatre. 


SAM  A.  STEPHENS 

Outstanding  among  the  motor  car  dealers  of  Buffalo  is  Sam  A. 
Stephens,  who  is  president  and  general  manager  of  the  firm  of  S.  A. 
Stephens,  Incorporated,  engaged  in  the  sale  of  Dodge  Brothers  automo¬ 
biles  and  trucks,  and  Plymouth  automobiles.  His  experience  in  the  sale 
of  automobiles  has  been  a  wide  one  for  he  has  represented  this  company 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  both  in  the  east  and  the  west,  and  is 
known  widely  as  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  Dodge  Broth¬ 
ers  corporation.  Mr.  Stephens,  though  a  young  man  in  years,  has  had 
a  life  and  career  filled  with  adventure  as  well  as  business  success.  He  was 
an  aviator  twenty  years  ago,  when  flying  was  in  itself  almost  a  heroic  act, 
and  in  the  World  war  he  experienced  a  military  service  of  exceptional 
interest.  As  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  he  has  entered  whole-heartedly  into  the 
affairs  in  which  a  public-spirited  member  of  the  community  would  par¬ 
ticipate,  and  in  the  club  life  of  the  city  and  social  circles  he  has  created 
an  enviable  position  for  himself. 

Sam  A.  Stephens  was  born  in  Somerville,  Ohio,  May  11,  1889,  a  son 
of  Edward  F.  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Stevens)  Stephens,  and  a  grandson  of 
Captain  Arthur  James  and  Rhoda  Ann  (Labautau)  Stephens.  Captain 
Stephens  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  Somerville,  Ohio.  He  was  a 
manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  was  a  captain  in  the  Federal  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  during  which  he  was  severely  wounded.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  France,  and  died  at  the  Stephens  homestead  in  Somer¬ 
ville  in  1926,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Their  son,  Edward  F. 
Stephens,  was  born  in  Stephensville,  Kentucky,  May  11,  1855,  and  is  now 
living  retired  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  having  formerly  been  a  lumber  merchant. 
He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Stevens)  Stephens,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Ohio,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1855,  and  now  resides  at  Dayton.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Hein¬ 
rich  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany,  was  a 
brewer  in  Germany,  but  after  coming  to  the  United  States  operated  a 
chain  of  bakery  stores  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
died  in  Middletown,  Ohio.  His  name  was  originally  Heinrich  Steffan, 
but  he  changed  his  family  name  to  Stevens  after  coming  to  the  United 
States. 


SAM  A.  STEPHENS 
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Sam  A.  Stephens  graduated  from  high  school  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1907, 
and  attended  the  Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus  for  five  months.  He 
supplemented  his  education  by  a  trip  around  the  world,  which  journey 
covered  ten  months.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  National  Cash 
Register  Company,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  being  employed  in  the  welfare  de¬ 
partment  for  five  months,  after  which  he  attended  the  company  training 
school  for  salesmen  for  six  weeks.  For  the  following  ten  months,  he  was 
a  salesman  for  the  Boston  branch  of  the  company.  In  the  spring  of  1910, 
Mr.  Stephens  became  interested  in  aviation,  then  a  hazardous  vocation 
compared  to  the  ease  and  safety  of  airplane  flying  today.  He  began  the 
study  of  aeronautics  at  Mineola  Field,  Long  Island,  and  soon  became  a 
skilled  pilot.  Unfortunately,  he  met  with  an  accident  three  months  after¬ 
ward  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  was  hospitalized  for  a  long  period. 
He  was  then  connected  with  Wright  Brothers,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  His 
next  position  was  as  sales  representative  for  the  firm  of  Rauch  &  Lang 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  manufacturers  of  electric  cars,  his  territory  extending 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  he  remained  in  that  capa¬ 
city  until  the  winter  of  1914.  He  first  became  connected  with  Dodge 
Brothers  in  February,  1915,  when  he  was  made  district  manager  at  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado,  and  in  the  fall  of  1916  he  was  transferred  to  the  New  York 
district  as  assistant  manager,  retaining  that  position  until  July,  1917, 
when  he  entered  the  military  service  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Stephens  enlisted  in  the  old  Seventh  Regiment,  New  York  National 
Guard,  and  was  sent  to  the  officers  training  camp  at  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina.  In  April,  1918,  with  seventeen  other  men,  he  was  sent  to 
France  in  advance  of  his  regiment  and  was  brigaded  with  the  Fifth  Brit¬ 
ish  Army  for  two  months’  instruction,  during  which  time  he  received  his 
commission  as  second  lieutenant  of  infantry.  In  June,  1918,  with  three 
other  American  soldiers  and  two  Britishers,  he  brought  into  the  lines  five 
of  the  enemy  from  No  Man’s  Land,  one  of  the  captured  having  been  a 
major,  and  for  this  act  he  received  a  promotion  to  first  lieutenant.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  was  transferred  to  the  Twenty-eighth  Division,  which  was 
composed  of  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  troops,  and  with  this  outfit  was 
engaged  at  Chateau-Thierry.  He  also  was  brigaded  with  the  noted  French 
Blue  Devils.  During  this  period  he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  and  as 
such  participated  in  three  major  campaigns  and  offensives  in  which 
American  troops  were  engaged — the  Marne,  the  Ourcq,  and  the  Aisne- 
Vesle.  He  sustained  wounds  in  the  leg  and  shoulder  during  action,  and 
was  confined  to  a  hospital  for  seven  weeks.  Having  recovered,  he  was 
returned  to  the  advanced  area  at  Souilly,  and  attached  to  General  Persh¬ 
ing’s  staff.  A  week  later  he  was  transferred  to  the  motor  dispatch  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  advanced  area,  and  until  July,  1919,  remained  in  this  branch 
of  the  military  operation.  He  was  the  first  allied  soldier  to  penetrate  the 
German  lines  after  the  armistice,  having,  on  November  12,  1918,  carried 
through  a  communication  from  the  armistice  commission  to  the  German 
headquarters  at  Spa,  Belgium.  In  the  Army  of  Occupation,  he  was  in 
charge  of  all  courier  service  until  July,  1919,  when  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Upton,  Long 
Island,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
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Having  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well  in  the  overseas  cam¬ 
paign,  Mr.  Stephens  returned  to  civil  life  as  manager  for  the  Dodge 
Brothers  on  the  Pacific  coast,  with  his  headquarters  in  California.  For 
five  years  he  remained  there  and  was  then  transferred  to  New  York  city 
as  eastern  sales  manager.  In  May,  1926,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  bought  out  the  business  of  J.  A.  Cramer,  Inc.,  establishing  a  business 
of  his  own  under  the  title  of  S.  A.  Stephens,  Incorporated,  of  which  com¬ 
pany  he  is  president  and  general  manager.  He  has  gained  outstanding 
success  in  the  sale  of  automobiles,  achieving  this  in  one  of  the  world’s 
greatest  competitive  fields.  He  has  conducted  his  business  of  selling 
Dodge  products  with  strict  attention  to  the  most  advanced  methods,  and 
has  been  equally  strict  in  his  observance  of  the  ethics  and  honor  of  his 
trade. 

On  August  21,  1921,  at  Carmel-by-the-Sea,  California,  Mr.  Stephens 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Grace  (Boulton)  Brown,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  James  Boulton,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Stephens  graduated 
from  high  school  at  St.  Louis,  and  then  studied  for  eighteen  months  in 
Paris,  France.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Stephens  has  a  stepson,  Richard  Drew,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  California,  with  the  class  of  1927,  and  is  associated  with 
him  in  the  automobile  business.  Mr.  Stephens’  residence  is  at  167  Le 
Brun  road,  Amherst  Estates. 

Mr.  Stephens  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  politically  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party.  He  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Athletic,  Park,  Canoe,  Rotary  and  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Clubs,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Dealers  Association,  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Erie  Lodge,  No.  161,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo 
Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  Zuleika  Grotto. 
Mr.  Stephens’  diversions  are  hunting  and  fishing. 


WILLIS  M.  SPAULDING 

While  Willis  M.  Spaulding,  of  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  most  dependable 
attorneys  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  a  recognized  authority  upon  corpora¬ 
tion  law,  he  is  equally  well  known  as  an  extensive  grower  of  citrus  fruits, 
as  an  executive  in  many  corporations  in  this  agricultural  industry,  and  in 
a  number  of  other  business  organizations  of  diversified  nature.  Born  at 
Colden,  New  York,  February  22,  1866,  he  is  a  son  of  John  B.  and  Maria 
(Smith)  Spaulding.  The  former  was  born  in  1833,  at  Concord,  Erie 
county,  New  York,  and  died  in  Denver,  Colorado,  1915.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  was  a  son  of  Gilbert  Spaulding,  a  native  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  died  at  Concord,  New  York.  Maria  (Smith)  Spaulding,  the 
mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Colden,  New 
York,  and  there  died  in  1887.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Woodruff)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  Vermonters,  who  died  at  Colden, 
where  the  father  was  a  farmer. 
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Willis  M.  Spaulding  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Colden,  in 
the  Griffith  Institute  at  Springville  and  in  Bryant  &  Stratton’s  Business 
College  at  Buffalo.  He  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  White  &  Simons, 
which  firm  was  composed  of  Truman  H.  White,  who  later  became  a 
supreme  court  judge,  and  Seward  A.  Simons.  Mr.  Spaulding  went  into 
their  office  as  a  stenographer,  working  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
week  for  two  years  and  for  four  dollars  per  week  for  an  additional  two 
years.  While  so  employed,  however,  he  was  reading  law  and  equipping 
himself  with  the  knowledge  of  his  chosen  life’s  work.  In  1891  he  passed 
the  examination  for  admission  to  the  bar,  was  duly  admitted,  then  prac¬ 
ticed  alone  for  a  time,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  late 
Thomas  A.  Sullivan,  which  continued  under  the  name  of  Spaulding  & 
Sullivan  for  twelve  years,  and  since  then  Mr.  Spaulding  has  practiced 
alone,  engaging  chiefly  in  litigation  along  corporation  lines. 

In  the  year  1903,  Mr.  Spaulding  went  to  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  for 
the  purpose  of  benefiting  his  health,  but  his  trip  proved  to  be  an  excep¬ 
tional  financial  benefit  as  well.  He  observed  the  extensive  wild  citrus 
growth,  also  the  pineapple  culture  on  the  island,  and  became  interested 
in  entering  this  business  himself.  His  participation  in  the  growing  of 
citrus  fruits  has  developed  with  the  passing  years,  and  he  is  now  secretary 
and  treasurer  and  an  executive  officer  of  The  Porto  Rico  Consolidated 
Fruit  Company,  which  is  the  holding  corporation  for  ten  corporations, 
engaged  in  shipping  fresh  fruit  to  New  York  city,  also  in  canning  grape¬ 
fruit  and  pineapples,  which  are  shipped  all  over  the  United  States.  The 
corporations  own  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Porto  Rico,  with  over 
fifty  thousand  trees  thereon.  Mr.  Spaulding  usually  spends  his  winters 
on  the  island,  attending  to  his  extensive  interests  in  this  connection.  In 
addition,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  modern  farm  at  Silver  Springs,  New  York, 
and  also  a  sand  and  gravel  plant  operated  by  the  Silver  Springs  Sand  and 
Gravel  Company,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is  likewise 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hayden  Gold  Mine  Company,  Limited,  of 
Canada,  and  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  fifteen  different  corpora¬ 
tions  in  Porto  Rico. 

Mr.  Spaulding  is  a  member  of  the  West  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Buffalo,  of  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County,  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club,  and  for  fifteen  years  belonged  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party,  while  his 
favorite  recreations  are  fishing,  hunting  and  pitching  horseshoes. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  married,  August  26,  1891,  at  East  Otto,  New  York, 
to  Miss  Nellie  M.  Orr,  a  native  of  East  Otto,  and  a  daughter  of  Millard 
Fillmore  and  Ann  (Colvin)  Orr.  Mrs.  Spaulding  died  in  Buffalo,  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1922.  Mr.  Spaulding  was  married  September  5,  1923,  in  Buffalo, 
to  Miss  Lois  J.  Oyer,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Susan  (Jones)  Oyer  of  Springfield,  New  York.  By  his  first  marriage, 
Mr.  Spaulding  is  the  father  of  a  son,  Gordon  Orr  Spaulding,  who  was 
born  September  25,  1892.  He  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1916  and  is  now  manager  of  his 
father’s  farm  at  Silver  Springs,  New  York,  also  manager  of  the  Silver 
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Springs  Sand  &  Gravel  Company.  In  addition,  he  conducts  a  gasoline 
filling  station  and  sells  automobile  accessories  at  Silver  Springs.  Gordon 
0.  Spaulding  left  New  York  for  Porto  Rico  the  day  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  first  training  camp  in  Porto 
Rico,  and  there  received  his  commission  of  first  lieutenant,  remaining  on 
the  island  during  the  war  as  chief  signal  officer  on  the  headquarters  staff 
in  Porto  Rico.  He  was  ordered  home  in  1919,  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  However,  he  has  remained  a  member  of  the  Officers  Reserve 
Corps,  in  which  he  now  holds  a  captain’s  commission.  He  was  married 
June  1,  1928,  to  Ethel  Utter  of  Silver  Springs,  New  York,  and  he  has 
a  son  by  a  former  marriage,  Willis  C.,  born  August  9,  1920. 


JOHN  BENJAMIN  CASKEY 

One  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the  lumber  industry  in  Buffalo  is 
John  Benjamin  Caskey,  who  holds  substantial  interests  in  a  number  of 
well  known  companies,  chief  of  which  is  the  Hendricks  &  Caskey  Lumber 
Company,  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer.  Born  on  a  farm  near  Port  Jervis, 
Orange  county,  New  York,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1872,  he  is  a  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Maria  (Brack)  Caskey.  His  father  was  born  in  Decker- 
town,  New  Jersey  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Cornelia  (Haynes) 
Caskey,  who  lived  in  New  Jersey  and  were  descended  from  old  colonial 
New  York  city  ancestry,  members  of  the  family  having  participated  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Thomas  Caskey  migrated  to  Minnesota, 
accompanied  by  his  son  Benjamin,  and  they  took  up  land  near  Minne¬ 
apolis,  on  which  they  lived  until  after  the  Civil  war,  when  they  returned 
to  Port  Jervis,  New  York.  While  in  the  west,  Benjamin  Caskey  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  during  the  Civil  war,  joining  the  First  Regiment  Min¬ 
nesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  sent  to  quell  the  Sioux  Indian 
uprising  in  1862.  The  Indians,  led  by  Little  Crow,  massacred  two  thous¬ 
and  men,  women  and  children  in  that  state,  and  Mr.  Caskey  took  part 
in  the  pursuit  of  and  the  engagements  with  these  Indians,  who  were 
subdued.  In  the  meantime  he  met  and  married  Maria  Brack,  whose  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  London,  England.  On  coming  to  this  country  her 
father,  who  was  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  settled  in  New 
York  city,  later  going  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  The  Rev.  Brack  had 
preached  in  London  and  after  locating  in  St.  Paul  also  filled  a  pastorate 
in  that  city.  He  was  a  composer  of  music,  and  his  daughter  Maria 
played  his  compositions  as  he  produced  them.  Rev.  Brack  was  also  a  poet 
and  several  of  his  poems  were  widely  copied.  Three  of  his  sons,  William, 
George  and  Benjamin,  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war. 
On  returning  to  Port  Jervis,  Benjamin  Caskey  opened  a  harness  shop, 
and  also  operated  a  boat  on  the  Erie  canal.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  six  children,  namely:  Cornelia  A.;  Lizzie  M.,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Robert  M.  Smith;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  Spidel;  Alice, 
deceased;  Grace,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edwin  Cotton,  now  deceased; 
and  John  B.  All  of  the  daughters  were  school  teachers. 
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John  B.  Caskey  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Port 
Jervis  and  took  a  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  in 
Buffalo.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Superior  Lumber  Company 
and  later  was  with  the  George  J.  Kennedy  Company.  Subsequently  he 
acquired  an  interest  in  the  firm  of  White,  Gratwick  &  Mitchell  and  in 
1912  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  part  owner  of  the  Hendricks  & 
Caskey  Lumber  Company,  of  which  corporation  he  is  the  treasurer.  This 
has  been  a  very  successful  concern,  operating  four  large  retail  lumber 
yards,  with  offices  in  the  Marine  Trust  building.  On  December  31,  1929, 
Messrs.  Caskey  and  Hendricks  established  a  partnership  for  the  conduct 
of  a  wholesale  lumber  business,  which  they  took  over  from  their  corpora¬ 
tion,  which  had  relinquished  that  feature.  Among  the  other  lumber  inter¬ 
ests  with  which  Mr.  Caskey  is  associated  are  those  of  the  Elmwood  Lum¬ 
ber  and  Shingle  Company,  the  Liberty  Street  Lumber  and  Coal  Company 
and  the  0.  L.  Humphrey  Company  of  Honeoye  Falls,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Giesecke-Kinsey  Company.  He  is  a  man 
of  keen  business  sagacity  and  clearheaded  judgment  in  practical  matters 
and  has  attained  success  through  his  individual  efforts  along  honorable 
and  well  directed  lines. 

Mr.  Caskey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Isley,  who  was 
born  in  London,  England,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents, 
James  and  Phoebe  (Shaw)  Isley,  who  first  settled  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
but  later  established  their  permanent  home  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Caskey  reside  at  141  Parkside  avenue.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
daughters,  as  follows :  Mildred  E.,  who  attended  St.  Lawrence  University 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Maxim  Gray;  Ruth  G.,  who  attended  Syracuse 
University  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Merrill  Sturtevant;  and  Grace  H.,  who 
attended  the  Mary  Lyon  Finishing  School  at  Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Caskey  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  is  an  elder  and  Sunday  school  teacher;  and  belongs  to  High¬ 
land  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  the  Central 
Brotherhood.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  pleasing  personality 
and  is  greatly  esteemed  wherever  known. 


LEIGH  A.  BROWN 

Leigh  A.  Brown,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Iroquois  Gas 
Corporation,  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  capable  public  utility  execu¬ 
tives  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  New  York,  a  son  of  Frank 
and  Jennie  (Whittaker)  Brown.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  David 
and  Mary  (Graves)  Brown,  who  were  descended  from  pioneer  Vermont 
stock.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Harrison  Whittaker,  was  a  member 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania,  as 
was  his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Sleeper.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Brown  were 
the  parents  of  four  children :  Leigh  A.,  Harry  D.,  Estira  H.  and  Ethel  M. 

Leigh  A.  Brown  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  grammar 
and  high  schools  and  then  entered  the  engineering  school  of  Cornell  Uni- 
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versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer 
in  1912.  In  entering  on  his  professional  career  he  became  associated  with 
the  Iroquois  Gas  Corporation,  with  which  he  has  remained  to  the  present 
time.  During  the  intervening  period  of  almost  two  decades  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  materially  toward  its  success,  and  his  advancement  has  come  in 
recognition  of  work  well  done  and  his  capacity  for  assuming  greater 
responsibilities.  He  is  now  vice  president  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fern  Barber,  who  was 
born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Coul- 
son)  Barber.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Robert,  born  August  18,  1915 ;  Dorothy,  born  March  13,  1917 ;  Gordon, 
born  August  13,  1920;  and  Paul,  born  April  11,  1926.  The  family  resides 
at  949  Parkside  avenue. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Cornell 
Club,  and  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Central  Park  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  on  the  official  board.  He  has 
achieved  success  in  his  field  of  activity  and  to  a  marked  degree  possesses 
the  essential  qualities  which  make  for  prosperity  in  material  affairs. 
Though  a  busy  man,  he  does  not  neglect  the  obligations  of  citizenship  and 
is  never  lacking  in  his  support  of  those  things  which  contribute  to  the 
well-being  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  accorded  a  most 
creditable  position  in  Buffalo’s  best  citizenship. 


WALTER  BROWNING  ROBB 

Walter  Browning  Robb,  vice  president  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  representative  business  men  whose 
interests  and  corporate  connections  affect  the  city’s  commercial,  financial 
and  industrial  affairs.  Mr.  Robb  is  descended  from  an  old  New  England 
family  and  traces  his  paternal  line  back  to  Revolutionary  stock.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  is 
well  known  and  connected  with  the  best  clubs  and  organizations  in  Buffalo. 

Walter  B.  Robb  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  November  28,  1886, 
a  son  of  Clarence  E.  and  Adelaide  (Schutte)  Robb,  and  a  grandson  of 
David  Robb,  a  native  of  New  England,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed 
during  the  Civil  war.  Clarence  E.  Robb  was  born  at  Ipswich,  New 
Hampshire,  and  died  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  in  August,  1916.  He  was 
assistant  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  at 
Minneapolis,  and  well  known  in  railway  transportation  circles  of  the 
northwest.  He  was  a  democrat  and  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
political  affairs,  having  been  president  of  the  board  of  aldermen  in  St. 
Paul.  In  his  religious  connections  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  wife,  Adelaide  (Schutte)  Robb,  the  mother  of  Walter  B. 
Robb,  was  born  in  Superior,  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Duluth, 
Minnesota.  Her  father,  Diedrich  Schutte,  who  was  a  native  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  died  in  California,  was  a  general  merchant  of  the  early  days  in 
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northern  Wisconsin  and  was  for  some  time  Indian  agent  in  Superior,  Wis¬ 
consin.  His  wife,  Margaret  Schutte,  was  born  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  and 
died  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Walter  B.  Robb  was  reared  in  his  native  city,  and  in  1905  graduated 
from  high  school  there.  He  was  appointed  to  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  New  York,  and  graduated  from  this  institution 
in  1910,  becoming  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  infantry.  He  remained  in 
the  army  until  1914,  then  resigned,  and  became  associated  with  the  Lar¬ 
kin  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  in  charge  of  the  warehouse  inspection  depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Robb  has  ever  since  been  prominently  identified  with  this  ex¬ 
tensive  corporation  and  is  now  its  vice  president  and  assistant  treasurer. 
Among  his  other  business  interests,  he  is  a  director  of  the  Title  &  Mort¬ 
gage  Guarantee  Company,  a  director  of  the  Goody  ear- Wende  Oil  Cor¬ 
poration,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Pottery  Company,  a  director  of  the 
Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  director  of  the  Larkin  Co.,  Inc., 
of  Illinois. 

Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life,  Mr.  Robb  belongs  to  the 
Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Saddle  and  Bridle  Club  (of  which  he  is  president) ,  the  Lake  Shore  Hunt 
Club,  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  West  Point 
Officers  Club  and  the  Rotary  Club.  He  has  membership  in  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is 
a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Humane  Society.  His  church  is  St.  Paul’s  Epis¬ 
copal  and  his  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party.  During  the 
World  war  he  was  a  major  of  infantry,  stationed  at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia, 
and  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Robb  is  an  enthusiastic  horseman  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  number  of  blooded  saddle  horses. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  1915,  Mr.  Robb  was  married  in  Buffalo,  to 
Miss  Ruth  Larkin,  a  native  of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  John  D.  and 
Frances  (Hubbard)  Larkin,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Her  father  was 
the  founder  of  the  Larkin  Co.,  Inc.,  and  its  president  until  his  death  in 
1926.  A  more  extended  mention  of  him  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Mrs.  Robb  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  is  now  ac¬ 
tively  interested  in  women’s  affairs  of  the  city.  She  is  a  member  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  also  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robb  have  three  children,  all  born  in  Buffalo :  Elizabeth  Larkin,  born 
July  8,  1916;  John  Larkin,  born  March  23,  1921;  and  Randolph  Larkin, 
born  April  24,  1930.  Mr.  Robb’s  city  residence  is  at  No.  107  Lincoln  park¬ 
way,  and  his  summer  home  is  at  Queenston,  Ontario. 


STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER  SPAULDING 

Conspicuous  among  the  business  men  of  Buffalo,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  coal  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  Stephen  V.  R.  Spaulding,  who 
is  affiliated  with  two  organizations  in  the  coal  trade,  the  Spaulding,  Hed- 
strom  &  Spaulding  Corporation,  and  Hedstrom  &  Spaulding,  Incorporated. 
He  has  engaged  in  his  present  line  for  well  over  a  quarter  century,  and 
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has  developed  his  trade  to  large  proportions  through  fair  dealing  and 
strict  adherence  to  sound  business  principles. 

Stephen  V.  R.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  24,  1884,  a  son 
of  Samuel  S.  and  Annie  (Watson)  Spaulding  and  grandson  of  Elbridge 
G.  Spaulding,  who  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  affairs  of  Buffalo,  having 
been  president  of  the  Farmers  &  Mechanics  Bank,  also  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Gas  Company  and  of  various  other  organizations.  He  was  assist¬ 
ant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  under  President  Lincoln,  was  the  author 
of  the  Greenback  Act,  and  also  was  known  as  the  father  of  the  greenback. 
He  was  state  representative  at  Albany,  and  later  served  as  United  States 
senator.  He  was  a  republican,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Buffalo. 
Samuel  S.  Spaulding,  son  of  Elbridge  G.  and  Nancy  (Strong)  Spaulding, 
was  born  June  23,  1849,  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  now  living  retired,  at  one 
time  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Street  Railway  Company,  was  also  vice 
president  of  the  Farmers  &  Mechanics  Bank,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
engaged  in  the  grain  business.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  Annie  (Watson)  Spaulding,  was  born  in  Buf¬ 
falo  in  1854,  and  died  in  this  city,  August  9,  1924.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  Charlotte  A.  (Sherman)  Watson.  The 
father  who  was  born  at  Albany  and  died  at  Buffalo,  was  in  the  grain  and 
elevator  business  and  he  organized  the  Buffalo  street  railway.  His  wife, 
a  native  of  New  York  state,  died  in  Rome,  Italy,  although  a  resident  of 
Buffalo. 

Stephen  V.  R.  Spaulding  attended  the  Nichols  private  school  of  Buffalo, 
and  graduated  from  St.  Mark’s  school  at  Southboro,  Massachusetts,  in 
1903.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  and  Edward  P.  Aspinwall 
established  a  coal  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Aspinwall  &  Spaulding. 
In  1910  Mr.  Spaulding’s  brother,  Elbridge  Spaulding,  purchased  Mr. 
Aspinwall’s  interest  in  the  business,  and  the  firm  became  Spaulding  & 
Spaulding.  They  incorporated  in  1920,  engaging  in  the  wholesale  and 
retail  coal  business.  In  1927,  a  consolidation  was  effected  with  E.  L. 
Hedstrom,  who  was  engaged  in  a  similar  business,  with  the  result  that 
there  are  now  two  separate  firms  doing  business,  the  Spaulding,  Hedstrom 
&  Spaulding  Corporation,  and  Hedstrom  &  Spaulding,  Incorporated,  in 
which  companies  S.  V.  R.  Spaulding  is  vice  president. 

In  political  affairs,  Mr.  Spaulding  supports  the  principles  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  having  been 
a  vestryman  at  one  time,  and  he  holds  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club,  the  New  York  State  Coal  Merchants’ 
Association,  and  the  National  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association.  He 
is  a  trustee  of  the  American  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo.  During  the  World 
war  he  gave  patriotic  aid  to  the  cause,  and  was  active  in  all  of  the  drives 
of  that  period. 

On  December  29,  1906,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Spaulding  was  married  to  Miss 
Marian  Perkins,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  G.  and 
Elizabeth  (Atwater)  Perkins,  both  born  in  Buffalo.  The  father,  now 
deceased,  was  a  member  of  the  insurance  firm  known  as  the  Armstrong- 
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Roth-Cady  Company  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Spaulding  graduated  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  school  in  Buffalo,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Garret  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaulding  have  become  the  parents 
of  a  daughter  and  three  sons,  namely :  Marian,  who  was  born  January  5, 
1908,  and  graduated  at  Westover  school  at  Middlebury,  Connecticut,  is 
the  wife  of  Albert  R.  Gurney,  Buffalo  real  estate  man,  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  a  daughter,  Evelyn,  born  April  19,  1929;  Stephen  V.  R.  Jr., 
born  August  20,  1910,  graduated  at  the  Berkshire  school  of  Sheffield,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  is  now  connected  with  W.  A.  Gardner  and  Company  of 
Buffalo;  Allen  P.,  born  July  25,  1912,  is  attending  St.  Mark’s  school  at 
Southboro;  and  Samuel  S.,  born  May  5,  1915,  is  a  student  in  the  same 
school. 


ANSLEY  WILCOX  SAWYER 

A  notable  figure  in  the  legal  profession  in  Buffalo  is  Ansley  W.  Sawyer, 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Dudley,  Stowe  &  Sawyer,  with  offices  at  620 
M.  &  T.  Bank  building.  Mr.  Sawyer  has  won  wide  recognition  not  alone 
as  an  able  counsellor,  but  as  a  business  man  of  fine  capabilities,  as  one 
actively  interested  in  civic  affairs,  as  a  leader  in  the  club  life  of  the  city, 
and  as  a  popular  sportsman.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  old  and 
respected  families,  members  of  which  have  contributed  their  full  share 
to  the  social  and  business  development  of  the  city  and  has  been  inspired 
in  his  local  activities  by  that  inherited  love  and  enthusiasm  typical  of  the 
native  son. 

Ansley  W.  Sawyer  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  31,  1885,  a  son  of  George 
P.  and  Ida  M.  (Wilcox)  Sawyer  and  a  grandson  of  James  D.  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Olivia  (Field)  Sawyer,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
the  great-grandfather,  Daniel  Sawyer,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  having 
settled  at  Black  Rock  (Buffalo).  George  P.  Sawyer  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
January  26,  1851,  and  died  while  temporarily  residing  in  Florida,  January 
13,  1920.  He  had  retired  from  active  pursuits,  but  had  been  a  prominent 
lumberman.  He  was  originally  a  democrat  in  politics,  a  Cleveland  sup¬ 
porter,  but  Bryan’s  free  silver  campaign  brought  about  his  change  to  the 
republican  party.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  The 
mother  of  Ansley  W.  Sawyer  was  born  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  April  10, 
1853,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  January  2,  1922.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Hand  and  Frances  Louise  (Ansley)  Wilcox.  Daniel  H.  Wilcox  was  born 
and  died  in  Connecticut,  but  prior  to  the  Civil  war  was  a  cotton  merchant 
at  Augusta,  Georgia.  After  the  war,  he  was  a  wholesale  grocer  at  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  His  wife  was  born  in  Augusta,  and  died  in  Buffalo 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Daniel  H.  Wilcox  was  a  son  of  Jonathan 
Samuel  and  Chloe  (Hand)  Wilcox,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  in 
the  town  of  Madison,  Connecticut. 

Ansley  W.  Sawyer  attended  the  Elmwood  private  school  at  Buffalo,  and 
graduated  from  the  Groton  School  at  Groton,  Massachusetts,  with  the 
class  of  1903.  In  the  year  1907  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Arts  from  Yale  University,  following  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  which  institution  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1910.  He  was  immediately 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Rogers, 
Locke  &  Babcock,  of  Buffalo,  as  a  clerk,  which  connection  he  maintained 
from  January  1,  1909,  to  December  31,  1916.  On  January  1,  1917,  the 
present  firm  of  Dudley,  Stowe  &  Sawyer  was  organized,  the  partners 
being  Joseph  G.  Dudley,  Franklin  D.  L.  Stowe,  and  Mr.  Sawyer.  The 
latter  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  New  York  State  Bar 
Association,  and  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Ellicott  Square  Company  of  Buffalo,  Abstract  Title  &  Mortgage  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  Buffalo  Electro-Chemical  Company  and  other  corporations. 

During  the  World  war,  from  April,  1917,  to  October,  1918,  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  a  captain  of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Seveny-fourth  Infantry, 
New  York  National  Guard,  and  two  weeks  before  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  was  sent  to  the  Field  Artillery  Officers  Training  School  at 
Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  is 
interested  in  civic  affairs,  as  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  is  now  a  trustee 
and  president  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  of  which  he  is  dean,  the 
Country  Club  of  Buffalo  of  which  he  is  a  past  president,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club,  Meadowbrook  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  Erie  Downs  Golf  Club,  the  Racket  and  Tennis  Club 
of  New  York  city,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Psi  Upsilon 
and  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternities.  His  diversions  in  life  are  chiefly  golf, 
hunting  and  fishing,  of  each  of  which  sports  he  is  an  enthusiastic  devotee. 

On  April  5,  1915,  Mr.  Sawyer  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Esther  Lap- 
ham  Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Esther 
(Hill)  Hoyt.  Her  father,  who  died  in  June,  1915,  was  a  well  known 
attorney  here,  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Hoyt  &  Spratt.  His  widow 
survives  him.  Both  were  natives  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Sawyer  acquired  her 
education  in  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  Miss  Porter’s  School  at  Farming- 
ton,  Connecticut.  She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  Garret  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sawyer  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  William  Ballard  Hoyt,  born  February  26,  1916;  Esther  Hill, 
born  June  30,  1917 ;  Faith,  who  was  born  June  14,  .1919,  and  died  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1921 ;  and  Ansley  W.,  Jr.,  born  March  24,  1924.  All  were  born  at 
the  family  home  at  770  West  Ferry  street. 


HENRY  S.  NORRIS 

Henry  S.  Norris,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Iroquois  Building  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  also  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Iroquois  Gas 
Corporation,  with  offices  at  306  Iroquois  building,  is  known  widely  as  one 
of  the  most  public-spirited  men  of  Buffalo,  while  his  reputation  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  and  executive  is  on  a  par  with  his  standing  as  an  enthusiastic 
worker  in  various  civic  affairs. 
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Mr.  Norris  is  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  born  January  21,  1867,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Patrick  George  and  Amelia  E.  (Rutherfurd)  Norris.  The 
father  was  born  in  Ireland,  March  17,  1829,  and  died  in  London,  Ontario, 
October  21,  1866,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  having  been  born 
after  his  father’s  death.  Patrick  G.  Norris  was  a  notable  man  of  his  day, 
having  been  a  barrister  and  known  as  a  talented  after-dinner  speaker. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  politics  and  at  one  time  was  mayor  of  London, 
Ontario.  He  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  His  wife,  Amelia  E.  Rutherfurd 
Norris,  was  born  at  Caen,  France,  of  Scotch  lineage,  January  28,  1837, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  April  4,  1892.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Henry  Charles  and  Lucy  Frances  (Moore)  Rutherfurd.  The  Doctor, 
of  Scotch  descent,  was  born  on  the  Indian  ocean,  and  died  in  Ontario, 
Canada.  His  wife  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  a  British  possession, 
and  died  at  Caen,  France.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  Canada,  Doctor  Ruther¬ 
furd  practiced  medicine  in  Scotland;  and  later  engaged  in  practice  at 
Dundas,  Ontario.  He  was  the  son  of  another  surgeon,  Dr.  Henry  Ruther¬ 
furd,  who  was  a  medical  officer  in  the  British  Navy. 

Henry  S.  Norris  acquired  his  education  in  Buffalo  and  in  Canada,  but 
his  studies  were  interrupted  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he  started  to 
work  for  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  in  the  car 
shops  of  East  Buffalo.  He  was  employed  in  the  storeroom  at  the  shops 
for  four  years,  then  became  a  telegraph  operator  for  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral,  and  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroads.  Later,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  he  was  identified  with  a  number  of  corporations.  The  vari¬ 
ous  changes  came  in  the  line  of  promotion  and  meant  the  assuming  of 
greater  responsibilities  and  involved  association  with  the  National  Transit 
Company,  the  New  York  Transit  Company,  the  Union  Tank  Line  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  Atlas  Works,  the  Joseph 
Seep  Purchasing  Agency  and  the  Buffalo  Natural  Gas  Fuel  Company. 
Mr.  Norris’  rise  in  the  business  world  was  rapid,  and  brought  him  to 
his  present  connection,  that  of  vice  president  of  the  Iroquois  Building 
Corporation,  and  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Iroquois  Gas 
Corporation,  with  which  corporations  he  has  been  associated  for  a  period 
of  forty-five  years. 

Mr.  Norris  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  is  now  a  district  committee¬ 
man  of  Erie  county.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  a  vestryman.  He  has  been  very  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Rotary  Club  since  1912,  and  was  a  director  for  five  years.  He  is 
a  member  and  past  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  is  a  member  and  past  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  an  active  and 
patriotic  worker  in  all  the  local  drives. 

On  June  17,  1891,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Norris  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
H.  Scott,  a  native  of  Prince  Albert,  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Ann  Cordelia  (Fowle)  Scott,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  father 
was  a  merchant  in  Canada,  where  he  died.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Calcutta,  India,  the  daughter  of  an  English  army  officer,  and  died  in 
Canada.  Mrs.  Norris  was  educated  in  Canada  and  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a 
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member  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norris  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Harold  Scott  and  Mildred  Rutherfurd  Norris. 

Harold  Scott  Norris  was  born  December  17,  1892,  and  graduated  in 
1915  from  Cornell  University  with  the  M.  E.  degree.  He  is  now  a  resident 
of  Rochester,  New  York,  and  is  with  the  W.  A.  Case  &  Son  Manufacturing 
Company  as  their  branch  manager  in  that  city.  He  was  a  member  of 
Troop  I,  New  York  State  Cavalry,  and  served  eight  months  on  the  Mexican 
border.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  officers  training  camp  at  Madison  Bar¬ 
racks,  New  York,  but  being  an  engineer  he  was  transferred  to  Point 
Comfort,  Virginia,  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  the 
Fifty-sixth  Regular  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  regiment  he  went  to 
France.  Overseas  he  was  sent  to  different  schools,  and  was  finally  placed 
in  charge  of  an  anti-aircraft  battery  at  Chaumont,  France,  from  which 
place  he  was  ordered  back  to  the  United  States  as  an  instructor  in  the 
use  of  anti-aircraft  guns,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  While  he  was  in  a 
harbor  of  France,  the  armistice  was  declared.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  rank  of  captain  the  following  January.  He  married 
Katharine  Donaldson,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Katharine  Elizabeth,  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  24,  1919,  and 
Harold  Scott,  Jr.,  born  in  Jamestown,  New  York,  November  6,  1926. 

Mildred  Rutherfurd  Norris  graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  and 
Buffalo  Seminary  and  attended  Goucher  College,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
She  is  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  James  Clyde  Welch,  a  graduate  of  West 
Point  Military  Academy,  an  overseas  World  war  veteran,  and  now 
stationed  at  Fort  Douglas,  Utah.  They  have  two  children,  James  Clyde, 
Jr.,  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  October  5,  1923,  and  William  Norris,  born  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  October  5,  1926.  Since  1908  Mr.  Norris  has  resided 
at  91  Dorchester  road. 


GEORGE  J.  WECKERLE 

George  J.  Weckerle,  a  representative  citizen  of  Buffalo,  is  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  well  known  milk  firm  of  William  Weck¬ 
erle  &  Sons,  Incorporated,  one  of  the  largest  and  oldest  in  this  business  at 
Buffalo,  having  been  established  in  1892  by  the  late  William  Weckerle, 
and  now  conducted  by  his  three  sons.  George  J.  Weckerle  has  devoted 
his  entire  active  career  to  this  concern,  and  has  been  an  influential  factor 
in  keeping  it  in  step  with  the  phenomenal  growth  in  the  milk  industry. 
He  also  has  many  affiliations  with  the  foremost  clubs  and  fraternal 
societies  of  Buffalo,  and  has  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  civic  and  charit¬ 
able  causes  of  merit. 

George  J.  Weckerle  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  September  28, 
1891,  a  son  of  the  late  William  and  Christina  (Huse)  Weckerle.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  April  11,  1858,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  August 
5,  1922.  He  established  a  milk  business  in  this  city  in  1892,  at  806  Jeffer¬ 
son  avenue,  and  on  August  22,  1922,  it  was  moved  to  the  present  location 
at  1001  Jefferson  avenue,  where  he  had  purchased  land  and  erected  a 
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modern  building.  His  business  was  incorporated  March  1,  1921,  under 
the  present  title,  and  he  served  as  president  until  his  demise.  He  was  a 
republican,  and  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Christina  Huse,  was  born  in  Germany,  August  30,  1859, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  December  7,  1926.  George  J.  Weckerle  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brothers  and  sisters:  William  C.,  Rose  S.,  Gottlieb  F.,  Mrs.  Anna 
Manogg,  Julia  K.,  Mrs.  Florence  Ludwig,  Charles,  Edward  E.,  Henry  P., 
and  Dorothy  C.  Edward  E.  Weckerle  is  deceased. 

George  J.  Weckerle  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  37  at  Buffalo, 
and  then  became  associated  with  his  father.  When  the  business  was  in¬ 
corporated,  he  became  second  vice  president  and  general  manager,  and 
after  his  father’s  death  assumed  the  positions  of  vice  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  as  at  present.  The  president  of  the  firm  is  Gottlieb  F. 
Weckerle,  with  Henry  C.  Weckerle  as  second  vice  president  and  Miss 
Dorothy  C.  Weckerle  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  latter  is  a  sister 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  and  the  other  officers  are  his  brothers. 

When  William  Weckerle  started  his  milk  business  in  1892  it  had  a 
capacity  of  about  eighty  gallons;  today  it  has  a  capacity  of  ten  thousand 
gallons.  Pasteurization  was  begun  in  1915.  In  addition  to  those  in 
Buffalo,  the  company  has  receiving  stations  at  South  Wales,  Strikersville, 
and  Java,  New  York.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  persons 
on  the  pay-roll  in  1930,  and  about  seventy-five  vehicles  of  different  types 
are  used  for  transportation  purposes. 

One  of  the  most  signal  honors  in  the  history  of  the  milk  industry  of 
New  York  state  was  accorded  the  firm  of  William  Weckerle  &  Sons,  In¬ 
corporated,  at  the  New  York  state. fair  at  Syracuse,  in  September,  1930, 
when  the  dual  honor  of  producing  the  finest  pasteurized  milk  in  the  state 
during  the  current  year,  and  being  the  first  milk  firm  in  the  history  of 
the  state  to  win  the  state  gold  medal  for  pasteurized  milk,  was  awarded 
the  company  by  Governor  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  who  presented  George 
J.  Weckerle,  as  the  company  representative,  with  the  gold  medal  of  the 
department  of  agriculture  and  markets,  and  a  cash  prize  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  Weckerle  Company  won  the  competition  against  the  lead¬ 
ing  dairies  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  its  rating  was  97.3  percent. 
Wholesomeness,  high  food  value,  and  purity  were  among  the  qualities 
considered  by  the  state  in  making  the  award.  A  year  ago,  the  firm  had  a 
test  of  96  percent,  1  percent  under  the  1930  mark,  and  at  that  time  was 
awarded  the  diploma  of  special  merit.  The  award  was  then  made  on  milk 
kept  in  storage  for  four  days  and  nights  before  testing.  Milk  used  in  the 
state  contest  of  1930  consisted  of  samples  taken  three  times  during  the 
year,  in  the  spring,  the  summer,  and  the  winter,  by  a  state  inspector,  who 
stopped  a  delivery  wagon  in  the  street  unannounced  on  these  occasions 
and  took  therefrom  four  bottles  of  the  product,  which  was  packed  in  ice 
and  shipped  to  Albany  for  the  official  tests.  This  method  of  collecting  the 
milk  without  notifying  the  dealers  beforehand  insured  the  absolute  fair¬ 
ness  of  the  contest.  By  complying  strictly  with  the  state  laws,  and  the 
health  regulations  of  the  state  and  city,  and  by  conscientious  care  in  the 
management  of  their  plant,  the  Weckerle  family  achieved  this  notable 
victory. 


416 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


George  J.  Weckerle  is  a  member  of  the  International  Association  of 
Milk  Dealers.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  republican  party,  and  attends  the 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientist.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Modesta  Lodge,  No.  340,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  and  Ismailia 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  340,  Knights  of  Pythias;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No. 
23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Fidelity  Lodge,  No.  550,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  Buffalo  Nest,  No.  1,  Orioles;  to  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club;  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club;  Jews  Club;  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Kiwanis  Club;  the  Buffalo  Trap  and 
Field  Club  (life  member)  ;  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Society;  the  Erie  County 
Conservation  Association;  the  Izaak  Walton  League;  and  Uncle  Sam’s 
Republican  Club.  Fishing  is  his  choice  diversion. 

George  J.  Weckerle  was  married  September  24,  1919,  to  Evelyn  Matt- 
chette,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Mattchette, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada  and  died  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father 
was  a  member  of  the  police  and  detective  department.  Mrs.  Weckerle 
was  educated  in  public  school  No.  17.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  Scientist,  the  Daughters  of  the  Nile,  and  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Weckerle  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  George  J.,  Jr.,  born  June 
7,  1922. 

Mr.  Weckerle’s  home  is  situated  at  51  University  avenue  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo. 


RICHARD  WELLINGTON  BAKER 

The  late  Richard  Wellington  Baker  of  Buffalo,  a  nationally  known 
grocery  expert  who  was  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  the  grocery 
chains  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  general 
manager  of  the  large  wholesale  grocery  house  of  the  S.  M.  Flickinger  Co., 
Inc.,  and  also  general  manager  of  the  Red  &  White  Corporation.  He  was 
born  at  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  June  11,  1867,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Jane 
Baker.  His  father  was  a  successful  practicing  attorney.  In  the  acquire¬ 
ment  of  an  education  R.  Wellington  Baker  attended  the  public  schools  and 
a  college,  near  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  later- studied  medicine  for 
two  years,  while  subsequently  he  followed  the  profession  of  teaching  in 
Canada  for  a  few  years  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  had  become  a  school 
principal.  It  was  with  the  intention  of  learning  banking  that  he  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Pullman  Company  Bank  of  Chicago,  but  later  he 
formed  the  firm  of  Baker  &  Curtis  for  the  conduct  of  a  brokerage  business, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  Chicago  for  some  years.  Eventually  he 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  thus 
entering  the  field  of  activity  which  claimed  his  attention  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  It  was  in  1913  that  he  became  identified  with  the 
Servus  Grocery  Products  Company  at  Chicago,  while  later  he  took  charge 
of  the  New  York  office  of  this  concern.  In  1920  Mr.  Baker  arrived  in 
Buffalo  and  became  associated  with  S.  M.  Flickinger  in  the  development 
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of  the  cooperative  plan  for  the  conduct  of  retail  stores.  He  was  in  charge 
of  the  voluntary  chain  movement  throughout  the  west  and  middle  west, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  general  manager  of  the  Red  &  White 
Corporation,  an  organization  composed  of  affiliated  grocers  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  As  above  stated,  Mr.  Baker 
was  also  general  manager  of  the  S.  M.  Flickinger  Company  and  gained  a 
national  reputation  for  his  splendid  work  in  connection  with  the  chain- 
store  system. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1899,  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Genora  G.  Stanley,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Stanley.  She  was  educated  in  New  York 
city  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  during  the  past  decade,  now  living- 
in  the  Westbrook  apartments  at  675  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo.  She  has 
traveled  extensively  with  her  husband  both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Baker  was  a  Consistory  Mason,  a  member  of  Ismailia  Temple, 
A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  and  also  belonged  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Meadowbrook  Country  Club  and  the  Erie  Downs  Club  of  Canada.  Fond 
of  reading,  he  remained  a  student  throughout  his  life  and  though  a  man 
of  marked  intellectual  attainments,  was  constantly  seeking  to  broaden  his 
knowledge.  His  was  an  unusually  brilliant  mind  and  a  magnetic  per¬ 
sonality  that  attracted  and  held  the  highest  esteem  and  warmest  friend¬ 
ship.  He  was  extremely  charitable  by  nature,  gave  liberally  to  all  worthy 
causes  and  extended  a  helping  hand  to  many  who  needed  assistance.  His 
sudden  death  on  December  1,  1930,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide¬ 
spread  regret  and  his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  by  those  who  knew 
him  best. 


STANISLAUS  M.  MICHALSKI 

Polish  citizens  have  contributed  much  to  the  business  development  of 
Buffalo  during  the  last  two  decades.  From  the  cities,  villages  and  farms 
of  old  Poland  many  men  of  substantial  worth  and  inherent  industry  have 
come  to  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  within  amazingly  short  time  have 
earned  a  position  of  prominence  in  their  adopted  home.  Stanislaus  M. 
Michalski  is  a  notable  example  of  this  class  of  citizens.  He  is  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  meat  business  at  17-21  Newell  street  and  is  a  man  of  excel¬ 
lent  repute  in  commercial  circles  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Michalski  was  born  in  Wilczyn,  Poland,  April  6,  1887,  one  of  the 
nine  children  born  to  Michael  and  Josephine  Michalski.  Three  of  the  family 
survive,  but  Stanislaus  M.  Michalski  is  the  only  one  in  the  United  States. 
Frank  is  a  farmer  at  Wilczyn,  Poland,  while  Vincent,  the  other  brother, 
resides  in  Asia.  He  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Imperial  Russian  Army  during  the  World  war. 

Stanislaus  M.  Michalski  came  to  the  United  States  in  1912,  settling 
in  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  had  previously  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
butchering  trade  in  Poland  and  established  a  retail  meat  business  on 
Sycamore  street  soon  after  his  arrival.  He  remained  at  that  location  for 
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three  years,  then  moved  to  1428  Broadway,  where  he  conducted  a  retail 
meat  market,  and  after  the  first  year,  also  engaged  in  the  wholesale  meat 
business,  sausage  being  his  principal  product.  After  two  years  on  Broad¬ 
way,  he  sold  his  business  and  enlisted  in  the  Engineering  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Army.  He  trained  at  Camp  Forrest,  Georgia,  but  was  only 
in  the  service  four  months  when  the  armistice  was  signed,  and  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  purchased  a 
wholesale  sausage  business  from  John  Bojanowski  at  210  Lovejoy  street. 
He  also  bought  the  property,  which  he  later  sold  with  the  retail  meat 
department,  then  moved  the  wholesale  business  to  616-620  Howard 
street.  For  four  years  Mr.  Michalski  carried  on  this  wholesale  business 
with  great  success,  then  bought  the  slaughter  house  adjoining  his  prop¬ 
erty  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sausage  for  the  wholesale  trade 
for  a  period  of  four  years  more.  In  1926,  having  acquired  large  financial 
success,  he  sold  his  entire  business  and  retired  to  private  life.  For  four 
years  he  enjoyed  freedom  from  business  cares,  during  which  period  he 
traveled  extensively  all  over  the  United  States,  and  visited  for  three 
months  in  Poland,  also  journeyed  over  England,  France  and  Germany. 

His  winter  residence  was  in  Florida.  However,  the  desire  to  reenter  busi- 
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ness  activities  became  too  strong  for  him,  and  in  April,  1930,  he  bought 
his  present  plant  at  17-21  Newell  street  in  Buffalo,  where  he  slaughters 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  beef  each  week,  also  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
calves.  He  deals  only  in  dressed  beef,  and  sells  to  the  local  trade  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  Niagara  Falls,  and  other  towns  in  Erie  and  Niagara  counties.  His 
plant  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  sanitary  in  western  New  York,  and 
he  employs  every  progressive  method  in  obtaining  a  product  of  unsur¬ 
passed  excellence. 

Mr.  Michalski  is  a  member  of  Adam  Plewacki  Post  of  the  American 
Legion  at  Buffalo;  of  the  Buffalo  Butchers’  Association;  and  of  the  Polskie 
Kodo  Spiewackie,  a  Polish  singing  society. 


CHARLES  R.  WHITING 

Successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Buffalo,  his  native  city, 
Charles  R.  Whiting  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Lathrop  & 
Whiting,  with  offices  at  938  Ellicott  Square  building.  He  has  also  been 
active  in  business  and  financial  circles  of  Buffalo,  as  well  as  in  sports  and 
in  club  affairs,  while  republican  politics  have  also  commanded  his  interest. 
Mr.  Whiting  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  17,  1886,  a  son  of  Charles  L. 
and  Arabella  Sinclair  (Reyburn)  Whiting.  The  father  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  February  14,  1835,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1898.  He  was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  George  W.  Tift  &  Sons  Iron 
Works  of  Buffalo,  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Church.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Bailey)  Reyburn,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  November  10,  1856,  and  died  May  4,  1927  in  her  native 
city.  Her  parents,  both  of  whom  passed  away  in  Buffalo,  were  natives  of 
England. 
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Charles  R.  Whiting  completed  his  public  school  education  by  gradua¬ 
tion  from  high  school  in  1906.  He  then  began  his  legal  studies  at  the 
Buffalo  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  year  1910.  From 
1911  until  1920,  he  practiced  alone  in  this  city,  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  Thomas  E.  Lawrence  and  Clinton  H.  Lathrop,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Lawrence,  Lathrop  &  Whiting,  which  association  continued  until  1927, 
at  which  time  Mr.  Whiting  and  Mr.  Lathrop  formed  the  partnership  which 
now  exists.  The  practice  of  this  highly  successful  firm  is  of  general 
character. 

In  addition  to  his  law  practice,  Mr.  Whiting  is  president  of  the  Erie 
Buffalo  Corporation,  which  is  a  finance  company  of  this  city.  He  is  also 
secretary  of  the  Lock  City  Motor  Car  Corporation,  and  secretary  of  the 
Gen-Darc  Builders,  Inc.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party,  and  for  two  years  was  a  district  committeeman.  Like  his  father, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  his  club  and  fraternal  con¬ 
nections  are  with  the  Marshall  Club,  the  Park  Club,  Erie  County  Bar 
Association,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  and  the  Delta  Chi 
fraternity.  Mr.  Whiting’s  principal  diversion  is  golf,  but  he  has  been 
interested  in  tennis  as  well.  In  1926-27,  paired  with  John  G.  Castle,  he 
was  the  doubles  champion  of  Buffalo  in  the  court  game. 

Charles  R.  Whiting  was  married  November  29,  1913,  to  Miss  Ethel 
H.  Hutter,  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  Albert  and  Julia  (Zesch) 
Hutter,  of  this  city,  the  former  the  president  of  the  Scott  Sign  Company. 
Mrs.  Whiting  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  an  active  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 


ROBERT  W.  H.  CAMPBELL 

Robert  W.  H.  Campbell,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Liberty 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  has  been  identified  with  banking  interests  from  the  time 
he  entered  on  his  business  career,  and  during  fifteen  years  or  more  of  his 
connection  with  financial  affairs  in  Buffalo,  he  has  attained  a  position  of 
prominence  which  ranks  him  with  the  ablest  bank  officials  in  this  city. 
He  was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1882,  a  son  of 
George  and  Rosalie  (Higginbotham)  Campbell,  the  former  a  native  of 
Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  George  Campbell  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  his  boyhood  and  first  located  in  New  York  city.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he  entered  the  tobacco  business. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  an  old  and  well  known  Virginia  family, 
was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  and  Julia  (Thompson)  Higginbotham. 
Her  father  received  an  exceptionally  thorough  training  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  having  graduated  from  the  University  of  Virginia  and  Harvard 
University,  and  completed  his  studies  in  Paris  and  Berlin.  He  was  for 
many  years  well  known  in  the  medical  circles  of  Virginia,  and  also  enjoyed 
wide  professional  prestige  throughout  the  South.  He  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  having  served  as  a  surgeon  in  a  Confederate  regiment.  To 
George  and  Rosalie  Campbell  were  born  five  children.  Of  these,  Peyton 
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Randolph  served  with  the  Three  Hundred  and  Sixth  Machine  Gun  Bat¬ 
talion  in  France  during  the  World  war  and  was  killed  in  action.  Another 
son,  Edward,  is  a  graduate  of  Stevens  Institute  and  is  a  well  known 
mechanical  engineer. 

Robert  W.  H.  Campbell  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  completed  his  studies  at  Barringer  Institute,  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  New  York 
city,  with  which  institution  he  remained  for  five  years,  and  then  for  a 
time  was  associated  with  a  bank  at  Rutherford,  New  Jersey.  In  1915 
he  became  assistant  secretary  and  branch  manager  of  the  Citizens  Com¬ 
mercial  Trust  Company.  Later  he  was  elected  cashier,  and  afterward 
vice  president,  of  the  Community  Bank  of  Buffalo,  while  eventually  he 
became  president  of  that  institution,  which  position  he  held  until  it  was 
merged  with  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a 
vice  president. 

Mr.  Campbell  married  Miss  Hannah  Whitehorn,  of  Rutherford,  New 
Jersey,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Whitehorn,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  children,  Doris,  Virginia,  June,  Mary  Louise  and  Patricia. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Mason,  has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and 
is  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of 
life,  he  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Canoe  Club,  the  Cherry 
Hill  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  he  is  a  consistent 
supporter  of  such  movements  as  are  calculated  to  promote  the  civic  and 
moral  progress  of  his  city.  He  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  ripe  experience 
and  clear-headed  judgment  in  financial  and  general  business  matters  and 
is  a  prominent  factor  in  banking  circles.  Mr.  Campbell’s  residence  is  at 
181  Lebrun  road. 


CLARENCE  SPAULDING  SIDWAY 

Clarence  Spaulding  Sidway,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Robertson- 
Cataract  Electric  Company,  and  one  of  Buffalo’s  well  known  business  men, 
is  also  prominently  connected  in  the  club  life  of  the  city  and  is  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  all  movements  of  civic  importance.  He  is  descended  from  Revolu¬ 
tionary  stock  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  Buffalo’s 
pioneer  families.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  February  12,  1877,  a  son  of 
Franklin  and  Charlotte  (Spaulding)  Sidway. 

Franklin  Sidway  was  born  at  Buffalo,  and  died  March  7,  1920,  while 
temporarily  in  Florida.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sidway,  Skinner  &  Moore,  ship  chandlers,  then  was  cashier  and  later  vice 
president  of  the  Farmers  &  Mechanics  Bank  in  Buffalo.  He  was  a  repub¬ 
lican,  and  attended  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Jona¬ 
than  and  Parnell  (St.  John)  Sidway.  Jonathan  Sidway  was  born  April  1, 
1784,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  January  21,  1847.  First  in  the  shipping  busi¬ 
ness,  he  subsequently  engaged  in  real  estate  activities  and  held  large  prop¬ 
erties  in  Buffalo.  His  wife  was  born  in  Aurelius,  New  York,  and  died  in 
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Buffalo.  Jonathan  Sidway  was  a  son  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Milkes)  Sid¬ 
way.  James  Sidway  was  born  in  England,  May  9,  1759,  came  to 
America  just  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving  as  a  drummer  in  a 
New  York  regiment  during  that  struggle.  His  wife  was  born  March  18, 
1759,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  March  24,  1843. 

Charlotte  (Spaulding)  Sidway,  the  mother  of  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  review,  was  born  July  17,  1843,  in  Buffalo,  and  is  now  residing  on 
Grand  island.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Elbridge  G.  and  Nancy  Sel- 
den  (Strong)  Spaulding.  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding,  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  men  of  his  time  in  western  New  York,  was  born  at  Summer  Hill, 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  February  24,  1809,  and  came  to  Buffalo  in 
1834,  and  though  an  eminently  successful  lawyer,  was  known  for  his  pub¬ 
lic  life  and  services.  He  organized  the  Farmers  &  Mechanics  National 
Bank  of  Buffalo  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  been  its  president  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  mayor  of  Buffalo  in  1847,  was  elected  to  con¬ 
gress  in  1848,  1858  and  1860  and  was  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  on 
ways  and  means  to  provide  funds  for  carrying  on  the  Civil  war.  He 
drafted  the  national  currency  bank  bill  and  originated  the  legal  tender 
act  for  the  issue  of  treasury  fundable  notes  to  circulate  as  money,  and 
exerted  great  influence  in  carrying  the  bill  through  congress.  Most  of  the 
important  loan  laws  for  carrying  on  the  Civil  war  originated  with  the  sub¬ 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding  was  chair¬ 
man.  He  died  May  5,  1897.  His  second  wife,  Nancy  Selden  Strong,  was 
born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  died  May  4,  1852,  in  Buffalo.  She  was 
the  mother  of  his  children :  Charlotte,  Edward  R.  and  Samuel  S. 

Clarence  S.  Sidway  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Canandaigua  Academy.  He  then,  took  up  the  study  of  mechan¬ 
ical  engineering  at  Cornell  University,  and  graduated  therefrom  with  the 
class  of  1897,  after  which  he  became  associated  with  the  M.  &  T.  Bank 
of  Buffalo  and  later  the  Union  Bank  of  Buffalo.  After  spending  two  years 
in  the  banking  business,  Mr.  Sidway  became  connected  with  the  Robertson- 
Cataract  Electric  Company  and  is  now  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
corporation.  The  growth  and  development  of  the  company  and  its  sub¬ 
sidiary,  the  Robertson  Electric  Construction  Company,  has  been  such  as 
to  long  since  rank  it  with  the  leading  dealers  in  wholesale  electrical  sup¬ 
plies  and  electrical  contractors  of  this  section  of  the  country.  The  excep¬ 
tional  high  standing  attained  by  this  company  indicates  superior  man¬ 
agement.  Some  of  the  more  recent  operations  of  the  Robertson-Cataract 
Electric  Company  include  the  electrical  work  on  the  Ford  plant,  Ham¬ 
burg  turnpike,  the  electrical  contract  for  the  new  filtration  plant  at  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  electrical  work  in  the  new  seven-million-dollar  Buf¬ 
falo  city  hall. 

In  his  political  connections,  Mr.  Sidway  is  a  republican  and  his  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  is  with  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  Appreciative  of 
the  social  amenities  of  life,  he  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  belonging  to 
the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club,  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Cornell  Club  and 
the  Kappa  Alpha  collegiate  fraternity. 
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On  October  16,  1901,  in  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Sidway 
and  Miss  Genevieve  C.  Hingston,  a  native  of  this  city  and  daughter  of 
Edward  J.  and  Mary  (Reese)  Hingston,  who  are  now  deceased.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hings¬ 
ton  &  Woods  in  the  dredging  and  dock  building  business  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  died.  He  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Reese)  Hingston,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Sidway  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  also  the  Miss  Ely  School  of 
New  York  city.  She  is  prominent  in  social  and  women’s  organizations  of 
Buffalo  and  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Garret 
Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidway  have  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Elbridgo 
Spaulding  Sidway,  born  September  24,  1903,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  and  at  Hobart  College  of  Geneva, 
New  York,  and  is  associated  with  an  advertising  firm  in  Buffalo.  Char¬ 
lotte  Mary  Sidway,  born  March  21,  1906,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Franklin 
school  of  Buffalo,  also  of  the  Boston  School  of  Physical  Education,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Sidway’s  residence  is  at  38  Oakland  place. 


THEODORE  MEDAD  POMEROY 

Theodore  M.  Pomeroy,  member  of  the  firm  of  Erickson  Perkins  & 
Company,  203  Ellicott  Square  building,  is  a  prominent  figure  in  brokerage 
circles  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  family 
of  central  New  York  whose  identification  with  that  section  of  the  state 
dates  back  considerably  more  than  one  hundred  years.  He  prefaced  his 
successful  brokerage  activities  with  years  of  experience  as  a  banker  and 
business  man,  which  provided  him  with  a  most  valuable  fund  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  gained  from  two  viewpoints,  which  he  has  utilized  to  advantage  in 
his  present  vocation.  He  has  been  attentive  to  his  duties  of  citizenship 
as  well,  and  has  invariably  cooperated  with  his  fellows  in  support  of 
affairs  of  civic  import. 

Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  was  born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  January  14, 
1874,  a  son  of  Theodore  M.  and  Elizabeth  Leach  (Watson)  Pomeroy.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Medad  Pomeroy,  a  prominent  Presby¬ 
terian  clergyman,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  New  York  state.  Theodore 
M.  Pomeroy,  Sr.,  the  father,  was  a  native  of  Cayuga,  New  York,  and  died 
in  Auburn,  March  23,  1905,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  lawyer  and  had  important  interests  outside  of  his  profession,  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  member  of  the  banking  firm  of  William  H.  Seward  &  Com¬ 
pany,  also  first  vice  president  and  general  counsel  for  the  American  Ex¬ 
press  Company.  In  politics  he  was  a  commanding  figure  and  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  republican  party  of  his  day  in  this 
state.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  congress  and  served  as 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives.  He  held  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  was  born  and  also  died  at  Auburn,  New 
York. 
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Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  attended  school  at  Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey, 
in  1893  and  then  entered  Hamilton  College,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1897.  He  began  his  business  career  with  the  banking  house  of  William 
H.  Seward  &  Company  of  Auburn,  New  York,  serving  as  a  clerk  for  five 
years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  hardware  business  for  himself  at  Auburn, 
conducting  this  for  a  period  of  years,  after  which  he  became  connected 
with  the  brokerage  firm  of  Erickson  Perkins  &  Company  in  Buffalo  in 
1910  and  became  manager  of  the  Buffalo  branch  in  1918.  In  April,  1927, 
he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm,  which  arrangement  exists  at  the  present. 
Erickson  Perkins  &  Company  are  members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change,  associate  members  of  the  New  York  Curb  Exchange  and  members 
of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1900,  in  Auburn,  New  York,  Mr.  Pomeroy 
was  married  to  Miss  Mabel  Wadsworth,  a  native  of  Auburn  and  daughter 
of  David  Wadsworth,  Jr.,  and  May  (Cramer)  Wadsworth.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  manufacturer  of  scythes,  is  now  deceased,  and  his  widow  re¬ 
sides  in  Auburn.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  was  educated  in  Miss  Piatt’s  School  at 
Utica,  New  York.  She  is  prominent  in  club  affairs  of  Buffalo,  holding 
membership  in  the  Garret  and  Twentieth  Century  Clubs  and  other  women’s 
organizations.  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  adherence, 
and  in  his  political  views  a  republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha 
Delta  Phi  fraternity,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  recreational 
diversion  is  obtained  mostly  on  the  golf  links.  Mr.  Pomeroy’s  residence 
is  at  No.  169  Bryant  street. 


SAMUEL  SCHANZER 

Samuel  Schanzer,  whose  law  offices  are  situated  in  the  Liberty  Bank 
building,  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  successful  of  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  of  attorneys  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  In  many  respects  he  has  prac¬ 
tically  just  begun  his  career  before  the  bar  here,  but  in  this  interval  has 
given  proof  of  his  thorough  preparation  for  his  chosen  life  work  and 
marked  talent  in  the  conduct  of  litigation  and  other  legal  duties.  Mr. 
Schanzer  is  also  quite  active  in  the  interests  of  the  Jewish  citizenship  of 
Buffalo,  and  holds  a  number  of  positions  of  high  trust  in  this  connection. 

Samuel  Schanzer  was  born  in  Austria,  August  5,  1898,  and  is  a  son  of 
Sigmund  and  Anna  (Farber)  Schanzer,  now  residents  of  Buffalo,  where 
Sigmund  Schanzer  is  a  retail  jeweler.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1874,  a  son  of  Selig  Schanzer,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  old 
country,  where  he  was  a  school  teacher.  Sigmund  Schanzer  is  a  repub¬ 
lican,  and  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  Street  Synagogue.  His  wife,  Anna 
(Farber)  Schanzer,  was  born  in  Austria,  in  July,  1875,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Jacob  and  Anna  Farber,  the  father  having  been  an  innkeeper. 
Samuel  Schanzer  has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters:  Benjamin  C.,  who  is 
a  law  student  in  Buffalo  University;  Raymond,  who  is  attending  Hutchin¬ 
son  high  school;  Eda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Michael  G.  Simon  of  Buffalo; 
and  Evelyn,  who  is  attending  Hutchinson  high  school. 
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Samuel  Schanzer,  who  came  to  this  country  when  five  years  of  age, 
graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  of  Buffalo  in  1918  and  then 
attended  Syracuse  University.  In  1922  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  in  the  following  year  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  He  then  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
has  practiced  his  profession  alone  until  the  present,  although  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  at  one  time  with  W.  R.  Daniels.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association.  He  is  counsel  and  secretary  for  a  number  of  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  has  acquired  a  clientage  of  increasing  proportions. 

During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Schanzer  was  stationed  at  the  officers 
training  camp  at  Syracuse  University,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  in  November,  1918.  He  is  a  member  of  Perseverance  Lodge, 
No.  948,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  and  first  chancellor 
commander  of  Jonathan  David  Lodge,  No.  58,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
was  also  representative  at  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1928-29.  He  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Alumni  Club,  Sigma  Alpha  Mu  fraternity  of  Buffalo,  also 
regional  advisor  of  the  western  district  of  New  York  for  the  Sigma  Alpha 
Mu  fraternity.  He  belongs  to  and  resides  at  the  Montefiore  Club  of 
Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  El  of  this  city.  For  the  past 
five  years  he  has  been  honorary  attorney  for  the  Jewish  Mothers’  Club  of 
Buffalo,  is  also  now  president  of  the  Zionist  Organization  of  Buffalo,  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Hebrew  School.  For  two  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Jewish  Federation  for  Social 
Service,  and  for  a  like  period  was  a  director  of  the  Elmwood  Business 
Men’s  Association  of  Buffalo.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  the  repub¬ 
lican  party.  His  love  of  music  is  one  of  his  marked  characteristics  and 
he  is  a  violinist  of  much  more  than  ordinary  skill,  having  played  in  the 
Masten  Park  high  school  orchestra  in  1916,  while  in  1918  he  was  director 
of  the  regimental  orchestra  of  Syracuse  University. 

Mr.  Schanzer  was  married  in  Buffalo,  March  30,  1924,  to  Miss  Blanch 
Milch,  who  was  born  in  New  York  city,  August  14,  1901,  and  died  at  sea 
October  26,  1929,  while  voyaging  to  Europe.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Gussie  (Frankel)  Milch,  the  former  now  deceased,  while  the 
latter  resides  in  Buffalo. 


ADRIAN  WARREN  SMITH 

Adrian  Warren  Smith,  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  Dexter  P. 
Rumsey  &  Company,  Inc.,  is  one  of  the  well  known  of  Buffalo’s  younger 
business  men  and  his  activities  have  carried  him  into  a  prominent  con¬ 
nection  in  real  estate  and  insurance  circles.  Born  in  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  June  3,  1900,  he  is  a  son  of  William  Warren  and  Mary  (Newhall) 
Smith.  William  Warren  Smith  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  11,  1872,  a  son 
of  Elisha  T.  Smith,  a  well  known  banker,  whose  wife  was  a  Miss  Warren, 
member  of  a  prominent  Buffalo  family.  William  Warren  Smith  has  been 
identified  with  the  industrial  and  business  interests  of  this  city  for  many 
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years.  He  was  for  some  time  president  of  the  A.  B.  Smith  Chemical  Com¬ 
pany  and  is  now  the  executive  head  of  the  Abstract  Title  &  Mortgage 
Corporation  of  Buffalo,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  city’s  strong  and 
able  business  men.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Newhall,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Newhall,  a  native  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  for  many  years  a  suc¬ 
cessful  grain  broker  of  Buffalo.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Hayden  of  Chicago. 

Adrian  W.  Smith  attended  the  Elmwood  school  in  Buffalo,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Nichols  School  in  1917.  The  following  year  he  graduated 
from  Phillips  Academy  and  then  completed  his  education  at  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity.  In  entering  business  life  he  became  an  automobile  salesman  for 
Chandler  Wells  of  Buffalo,  and  after  about  ten  months  became  associated 
as  a  salesman  with  Spaulding  &  Spaulding,  coal  dealers  of  this  city,  re¬ 
maining  in  that  connection  for  five  years.  In  1926,  in  association  with 
Dexter  P.  Rumsey,  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Dexter  P.  Rumsey 
&  Company,  Inc.,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business,  and  has  been  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  this  corpora¬ 
tion  since  its  inception.  Its  growth  and  development  has  been  such  as  to 
give  it  high  rank  among  the  leading  houses  of  its  line  in  Buffalo. 

The  political  affiliation  of  Mr.  Smith  is  with  the  republican  party,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to 
the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Pack  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Lorenzo  Burrows  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  and  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  college  fraternity.  Mr.  Smith 
is  secretary  of  the  United  States  Squash  Racquets  Association  and  is  one' 
of  Buffalo’s  most  expert  players  of  this  game.  During  the  World  war  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  served  for  seven  months,  having 
been  stationed  during  this  time  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

At  Madison,  Connecticut,  June  17,  1922,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Adrian  W.  Smith  and  Miss  Eugenia  Chapin,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
city,  a  daughter  of  Barton  and  Eugenia  (Weiner)  Chapin,  the  latter  now 
deceased.  Barton  Chapin,  a  native  of  New  York  city,  is  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  there.  Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Agatha  School 
for  Girls  in  New  York  city  and  in  the  Westover  School  at  Middlebury, 
Connecticut.  She  is  now  prominently  connected  with  club  affairs  of 
Buffalo,  holding  membership  in  the  Garret  Club,  the  Junior  League,  the 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  and  her  religious  connection  is  with 
the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one 
son,  Adrian  Warren  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  25,  1924.  Mr.  Smith’s 
residence  is  at  199  Bryant  street. 


CLINTON  K.  De  GROAT 

The  prestige  enjoyed  by  Clinton  K.  De  Groat  as  a  practicing  member 
of  the  bar  of  Buffalo,  is  the  result  of  over  thirty  years  of  successful  and 
ethical  activity  in  the  conduct  of  legal  matters.  Mr.  De  Groat,  whose 
offices  are  situated  in  the  Morgan  building,  is  widely  known  as  a  con¬ 
scientious  and  brilliant  attorney,  a  credit  to  his  profession.  His  legal 
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work  has  been  of  versatile  character,  and  he  has  appeared  in  many  cases 
of  importance  in  the  local  courts. 

Clinton  K.  De  Groat  was  born  at  Pike,  Wyoming  county,  New  York, 
in  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Herman  C.  and  Ellen  M.  (Knowlton)  De  Groat, 
the  father  having  been  born  in  Tioga  county,  New  York.  The  latter  was 
a  son  of  Herman  C.  and  Sarah  (Mead)  De  Groat.  Two  of  Clinton  K. 
De  Groat’s  paternal  uncles,  John  F.  and  Joseph  De  Witt  De  Groat,  served 
in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  Civil  war.  Three  children  were  born  to 
Herman  C.  De  Groat  and  his  wife,  namely:  Herman  K.,  who  is  a  physician 
of  Buffalo;  Clinton  K. ;  and  Grace,  who  is  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Buffalo. 

Clinton  K.  De  Groat  attained  his  higher  education  at  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1898.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  1900  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  this  school.  Mr. 
De  Groat  began  the  practice  of  law  in  the  office  of  Willard  P.  Smith.  In 
1901  he  established  his  own  office  and  has  so  continued.  Mr.  De  Groat 
holds  membership  in  the  various  bar  associations,  and  his  religious  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Baptist  Church. 


HENRY  SAUERWEIN 

One  of  the  veteran  undertakers  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  Henry  Sauer- 
wein,  who  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  since  1893,  with  well  merited 
success.  Each  year  of  this  period  he  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  his 
work,  has  employed  the  newest  technique,  and  has  acquired  the  most 
up-to-date  equipment.  His  services  have  been  widely  sought,  and  the 
scope  of  his  patronage  is  indication  of  the  excellent  satisfaction  he  has 
given.  His  reputation  as  an  undertaker  is  further  established  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  embalming 
examiners  under  appointment  of  four  different  governors, — Dix,  Glenn, 
Whitman,  and  Smith. 

Henry  Sauerwein  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Court  streets,  May  9,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Wilhelmina 
(Traub)  Sauerwein.  His  grandparents  were  Henry  and  Mary  R.  (Breit- 
weiser)  Sauerwein.  The  former,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  cooper  by 
trade,  landed  at  Buffalo  in  1846,  and  here  died.  He  served  in  the  German 
Army,  and  while  in  the  service  acted  as  a  royal  bodyguard.  He  was  six 
feet,  seven  inches  in  height.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany,  July  13, 
1837,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  April  15,  1879.  He  was  a  plumber  by  trade; 
a  member  of  St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church ;  and  a  republican  in  politics. 
Wilhelmina  (Traub)  Sauerwein  was  born  in  Germany,  February  23,  1838, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  July  11,  1920. 

Henry  Sauerwein  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  36  and  at  a 
private  business  school  in  Buffalo.  He  then  became  associated  with  D. 
Ransom  Son  &  Company,  manufacturers  of  proprietary  medicines  at  137 
Main  street,  and  for  one  year  was  a  clerk  here.  He  then  learned  the 
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trade  of  carriage-smith,  which  he  followed  for  eleven  years,  or  until 
May,  1893,  at  which  date  he  went  into  the  undertaking  business  for  him¬ 
self  at  439  Rhode  Island  street.  After  nine  years  he  moved  to  934  Nia¬ 
gara  street,  and  was  there  for  twenty-one  years.  In  1922  he  purchased 
the  property  at  2268  Main  street,  where  he  moved  his  business  and  is  now 
located.  He  also  is  a  director  in  the  Aetna  Permanent  Savings  &  Loan 
Association  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Sauerwein  belongs  to  St.  Luke’s  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  been  very  prominent  in  Masonry  and 
belongs  to  Erie  Lodge,  No.  161,  of  which  he  is  past  master  and  right  wor¬ 
shipful  master;  Summit  Chapter,  No.  307,  R.  A.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Com- 
mandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.;  the  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  Zuleika  Grotto,  of  which  he  is  past  monarch.  He 
also  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  37,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  is  past  district  deputy  of  Erie  District  No.  1.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mercer  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  During  the  World  war  period,  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  among  the  local  undertakers,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Home  Defense  League.  He  is  active  in  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  athletics,  and  belongs  to  the  men’s  class  of  the  West 
Side  institution. 

On  August  18,  1898,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Sauerwein  was  married  to  Min¬ 
nie  L.  Vogel,  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  John  S. 
and  Barbara  (Buelte)  Vogel.  The  father  who  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  died  in  Rochester,  was  a  member  of  the  John  Siddons  Company  of 
Rochester;  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Rochester;  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war;  and  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  His  wife  was 
born  and  died  in  Rochester,  where  Mrs.  Sauerwein  was  educated  in  the 
grade  and  high  schools.  She  belongs  to  St.  Luke’s  Evangelical  Church, 
the  Quota  Club  and  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo.  Four  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sauerwein,  namely:  Alberta  E.,  who  was  born 
July  2,  1899,  is  the  wife  of  Westley  J.  Yordon,  an  electrical  engineer  of 
Westfield,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  a  son,  Henry  Carl  Yordon;  Henry 
J.,  born  in  1901,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness;  Carl  P.,  born  July  2,  1903,  died  September  7,  1922;  and  Wilmar  P., 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  T.  King,  who  is  with  his  father  in  the  dyeing  and 
cleaning  business  at  Kenmore,  New  York,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Joanna  Helene. 


V.  MOTT  PIERCE,  M.  D. 

V.  Mott  Pierce,  M.  D.,  president  of  the  World’s  Dispensary  Medical 
Association,  also  the  Invalids  Hotel  and  Surgical  Institute  of  Buffalo,  is 
one  of  the  city’s  prominent  residents.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  Pierce  medical  institutions  founded  by  his  father,  and 
with  the  other  extensive  interests  of  the  family. 

Dr.  V.  Mott  Pierce  was  born  in  Chapmansville,  Pennsylvania,  August 


432 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


7,  18G5,  a  son  of  Dr.  Ray  Vaughn  and  Mary  Jane  (Smith)  Pierce,  and  is 
a  representative  of  the  ninth  generation  of  the  family  founded  in  Plym¬ 
outh,  Massachusetts,  by  Abraham  Pierce  (or  Pearse),  who  was  by  record 
there  in  1623,  serving  as  a  soldier  under  Miles  Standish.  He  moved  from 
Plymouth  to  Duxbury,  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Bridgewater 
in  1645,  and  died  about  1673.  The  line  of  descent  from  (I)  Abraham 
Pierce,  the  progenitor,  is  through  his  son  Isaac  (Roman  numerals  indicat¬ 
ing  generations)  ;  (II)  Isaac,  (III)  Thomas,  (IV)  Shadroch,  (V)  Levi, 
(VI)  Liberty,  (VII)  Duane,  and  (VIII)  Dr.  Ray  Vaughn. 

Dr.  Ray  Vaughn,  a  son  of  Duane  and  Mary  (Morse)  Pierce,  was 
born  in  Stark,  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  August  6,  1840.  He  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  1862,  and  at 
once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Titusville,  Pennsylvania, 
remaining  there  four  years.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  locating 
first  on  Seneca  street,  having  a  small  laboratory  next  to  the  Broze'i  Hotel, 
where  he  began  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  his  noted  proprietary  medi¬ 
cines,  Dr.  Pierce’s  Golden  Medical  Discovery  and  Dr.  Pierce’s  Favorite 
Prescriptions.  He  later  established  a  large  laboratory  on  The  Terrace, 
corner  of  Seneca  street,  where  he  remained  for  several  years.  During 
this  period  he  built  Pierce’s  Palace  Hotel,  on  Prospect  avenue,  facing 
Prospect  park,  which  structure  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1881.  This  was 
a  noted  hostelry  in  its  day  and  many  famous  people  of  that  period  were 
among  its  guests,  including  President  James  A.  Garfield,  U.  S.  Senator 
Roscoe  Conkling,  Fritz  Emmett,  the  noted  actor,  and  many  others.  In 
1891  Dr.  R.  V.  Pierce  established  the  present  Invalids  Hotel  and  Surgical 
Institute  on  Main  street.  Later  the  entire  business  was  combined  under 
the  corporate  name  of  the  World’s  Dispensary  Medical  Association,  with 
Dr.  Ray  Vaughn  Pierce  as  president.  He  remained  its  executive  head  until 
his  death,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  Dr.  V.  Mott  Pierce.  Dr.  Pierce’s 
other  business  interests  were  connected  largely  with  timber  and  mining 
property,  his  holdings  including  the  Pierce  Development  Company,  of 
Jackson  county,  Alabama,  having  twenty  thousand  acres,  and  also  some 
three  hundred  acres  of  farm  land  in  the  Berkshire  Hills,  Massachusetts, 
on  which  his  great-grandfather,  Levi  Pierce,  had  resided.  Dr.  R.  V.  Pierce 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  republican  party  and  in  1877  was  elected 
state  senator  from  the  thirty-first  district,  Erie  county,  and  later  served  as 
a  member  of  the  forty-sixth  congress.  He  belonged  to  the  Universalist 
Church  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  Ray  Vaughn  Pierce  married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Smith,  who  was  born 
at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Paden)  Smith.  The 
father  was  well  known  as  an  inventor  and  one  of  his  inventions  was  a 
reaper.  Dr.  R.  V.  Pierce  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity :  Dr.  V.  Mott,  Ralph  W.  and  Hugh  C. 

V.  Mott  Pierce  attended  Brigg’s  private  school  in  Buffalo,  then  took  up 
his  classical  studies  at  Harvard  University,  where  he  received  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  in  1888.  He  next  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


433 

i 


Medicine  in  1891.  He  served  an  interneship  in  his  father’s  hospital  in 
Buffalo,  and  with  this  institution  has  been  associated  ever  since,  now 
being  the  president.  In  1900  and  again  in  1923,  Dr.  Pierce  was  elected 
president  of  the  Proprietary  Association  of  America,  a  national  associa¬ 
tion  of  manufacturers  of  medicines.  He  is  the  president  and  founder  of 
the  Pierce  Glass,  Inc.,  of  Port  Allegany,  Pennsylvania,  which  company 
manufactures  glass  bottles.  Dr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society,  and  the  Western  New  York  Medical  Society.  He 
is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  during  the  war  period  of  1917-18  was  in 
the  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  in  secret  service  work.  Appreciative  of  the 
social  amenities  of  life,  he  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Harvard  Club 
of  New  York,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Annandale  Club  of  Pasa¬ 
dena,  California,  and  a  life  member  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery.  He  is 
a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge, 
No.  441,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  in  the  career  of  Dr.  V.  Mott  Pierce, 
which  is  also  of  importance  in  the  historical  record  of  Buffalo,  is  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  owner  and  the  first  man  to  operate  an  automobile  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo.  The  year  was  1897,  and  the  machine  was  a  Columbia 
Electric.  The  Buffalo  Evening  News  has  published  a  picture  of  this 
antique  vehicle,  with  the  owner  at  the  wheel,  with  his  father  beside  him, 
and  Dr.  L.  H.  Smith  in  the  rear  seat. 

Dr.  Pierce  was  married  February  5,  1910,  in  New  York  city,  to  Mrs. 
Louise  (Kamerer)  Rollinson,  a  native  of  Gowanda,  New  York,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  John  Kamerer  of  that  city.  The  Buffalo  home  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Pierce  is  in  the  Park  Lane  apartments  and  they  also  maintain  a 
home  at  200  Fern  drive  in  the  city  of  Pasadena,  California,  where  for  a 
number  of  years  they  have  spent  the  winter  seasons. 


JAMES  E.  WELLS 

James  E.  Wells,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company 
of  Buffalo,  has  had  a  long  and  honorable  career  in  the  legal  profession, 
and  also  in  the  various  official  positions  to  which  he  has  been  called.  He 
has  won  a  reputation  for  unsurpassed  integrity,  for  a  high  sense  of  re¬ 
sponsibility,  and  for  a  notable  conception  of  duty  to  those  whom  he  serves. 

James  E.  Wells  was  born  in  Springville,  New  York,  August  17,  1871, 
a  son  of  John  B.  and  Anice  (Pierce)  Wells,  and  a  grandson  of  John  and 
Laura  (Ballou)  Wells,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter 
of  Tinmouth,  Vermont,  both  dying  at  Springville,  New  York.  John  B. 
Wells  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  New  York,  March  4,  1840,  and  died 
in  Springville,  New  York,  in  1918.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  democrat,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  day.  Anice  (Pierce)  Wells,  the  mother 
of  James  E.  Wells,  was  born  in  Collins,  Erie  county,  New  York,  in  1847, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Eliza  (Lockwood)  Pierce,  natives  of 
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Erie  county  and  residents  of  Collins.  Mrs.  Wells  died  at  Springville  in 
1899. 

In  1890  James  E.  Wells  graduated  from  the  Griffith  Institute  at 
Springville,  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Wadsworth,  Blackman  &  Wads¬ 
worth,  attorneys  of  Buffalo.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state  in  1897,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  on  his  own  accohnt. 
From  1915  to  1923  he  was  clerk  of  the  surrogate  court  of  Erie  county,  and 
in  the  latter  year  became  trust  officer  of  the  Citizens  Trust  Company  of 
Buffalo.  Upon  the  merger  of  that  institution  with  the  Marine  Trust 
Company,  Mr.  Wells  became  trust  officer  of  the  latter  company,  which 
position  he  held  until  1926,  when  he  was  promoted  to  vice  president,  his 
present  incumbency. 

On  May  14,  1894,  occurred  the  marriage  of  James  E.  Wells  and  Miss 
Cora  B.  Meyers,  a  native  of  Springville,  New  York,  and  daughter  of 
John  P.  and  Florence  A.  (Beebe)  Meyers,  the  father  deceased,  and  the 
mother  now  a  resident  of  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Wells  is  a  graduate  of 
Griffith  Institute  at  Springville.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  been  born 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Margaret  E.  Wells,  born  September  23,  1897, 
and  residing  at  home,  was  educated  at  Lafayette  high  school  in  Buffalo, 
the  Buffalo  seminary,  and  at  Mount  Ida  College  at  Newton,  Massachusetts. 
Robert  L.  Wells  is  mentioned  at  length  upon  another  page  of  this  work. 
James  E.  Wells,  Jr.,  born  November  29,  1905,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Tech¬ 
nical  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1929  graduated  in  architectural 
engineering  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  is  associated  with  Kirk¬ 
patrick  &  Co.,  architects  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  He  married 
Mary  Houghton,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Joan. 

Mr.  Wells  holds  membership  in  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  and 
in  political  affairs  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  He  was 
clerk  of  committees  in  the  state  assembly  of  New  York  in  1892,  also 
served  one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Erie 
county,  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Springville  Country  Club;  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Springville  Presbyterian  Church.  For 
six  years  he  was  a  member  of  Company  B,  Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  New 
York  National  Guard. 


GEORGE  ADELBERT  NEWBURY 

George  Adelbert  Newbury,  who  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Locke, 
Babcock,  Hollister  &  Brown,  with  offices  at  806  M.  &  T.  building  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  is  an  outstanding  representative  of  the  younger  group  of 
attorneys  in  this  city.  His  birth  occurred  at  Ripley,  New  York,  November 
7,  1895,  his  parents  being  Clarence  R.  and  Mary  Catherine  (Moore)  New¬ 
bury.  He  is  descended  from  one  of  the  state’s  old  families,  his  forebears 
having  been  residents  of  the  town  of  Ripley,  in  Chautauqua  county,  for 
over  a  century.  Thomas  Newbury,  the  American  progenitor,  was  a  native 
of  Devonshire,  England,  and  settled  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  in  1630. 
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His  family  migrated  to  Windsor,  Connecticut.  John  Newbury,  great¬ 
grandfather  of  George  A.  Newbury,  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
November  9,  1808,  and  died  at  Ripley.  He  came  to  southwestern  New 
York  in  1822,  bought  land  from  the  Holland  Land  Company  and  built 
the  first  roads  in  the  town  of  Ripley.  This  land  has  been  in  the  Newbury 
family  ever  since  this  date,  and  is  now  owned  by  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  review.  John  A.  Newbury  married  Lois  Ann  Spencer,  of  Cayuga 
county,  May  19,  1832.  She  died  December  9,  1842.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Osterman  for  a  second  wife  March  30,  1843.  She  died  June  30, 
1889,  and  he  died  September  15,  1891.  His  children  were:  William 
Spencer  Newbury,  born  September  19,  1834 ;  Elizabeth  Mary  Newbury, 
born  June  12,  1838;  Sarah  Lucrecia  Newbury,  born  August  30,  1844; 
Juliette  Newbury,  born  October  2,  1845;  Adelbert  A.  Newbury,  born 
January  2,  1847 ;  and  John  0.  Newbury,  born  February  13,  1850. 

Adelbert  A.  Newbury,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  George  A.  New¬ 
bury,  was  born  January  2,  1847,  at  Ripley,  New  York,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  throughout  his  active  career  and  passed  away  in  1912.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Smith,  was  born  at  Silver 
Creek,  New  York,  and  died  at  Ripley.  Their  son,  Clarence  R.  Newbury, 
the  father  of  George  A.  Newbury,  was  born  at  Ripley,  April  24,  1874, 
and  died  there  May  25,  1928.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  over  twenty  years, 
a  member  of  the  election  board  from  his  twenty-first  year  until  his  death, 
and  for  many  years  a  county  committeeman.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Mary 
Catherine  (Moore)  Newbury,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
February  6,  1868,  and  died  at  Ripley,  New  York,  November  18,  1927.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  George  W.  Moore,  who  was  born  and  died  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  at  different  times  a  boat  captain,  a  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  steel  mills,  and  a  Congregational  minister. 

George  A.  Newbury  attended  Wattlesburg  district  school  No.  6  at 
Ripley,  and  graduated  from  the  Ripley  high  school  in  1913.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution 
he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1917.  While  an  under¬ 
graduate  at  Cornell  University,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Varsity  Debating 
Team,  ’94  Debate  Stage, "’86  Memorial  Stage  in  Declamation,  and  business 
manager  of  The  Cornell  Law  Quarterly.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
July  6,  1920,  after  having  completed  his  term  of  service  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  He  was  associated  with  Arthur  B.  Ottaway,  county  judge 
at  Westfield,  New  York,  from  August  20,  1919,  until  February  6,  1924, 
when  he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  became  connected  with  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  Locke,  Babcock,  Adams  &  Hollister,  now  Locke,  Bab¬ 
cock,  Hollister  &  Brown,  located  on  the  eighth  floor  of  the  M.  &  T.  building. 
Mr.  Newbury  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 

On  April  7,  1917,  George  A.  Newbury  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy  as  a  seaman,  second  class,  but  was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
ensign,  then  lieutenant.  He  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Delaware,  which  battle¬ 
ship  was  attached  to  the  Grand  Fleet  based  at  Scapa  Flow,  Orkney 
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Islands.  He  retired  to  inactive  duty  June  26,  1919,  but  remains  an  officer 
in  the  Naval  Reserve  Corps. 

Mr.  Newbury’s  political  views  are  republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to  Summit  Lodge,  No.  219,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Westfield,  New  York,  to  the  Buffalo  Consistory  and  to  Ismailia 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  is  senior  warden  of  Palomi  Lodge  of 
Perfection.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon  collegiate  fraternity 
and  John  W.  Rogers  Post  of  the  American  Legion  at  Westfield,  New  York, 
of  which  he  was  commander  in  1923-1924.  His  diversion  in  life,  or  his 
avocation  as  it  may  be  termed,  is  farming  and  he  is  the  owner  of  five 
farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Ripley,  New  York,  the  home  site  of  the  Newbury 
family  in  this  state. 

George  A.  Newbury  was  married  September  16,  1922,  at  Ripley,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Laura  Hildred,  a  native  of  Ripley,  who  died  at  Jamestown, 
this  state,  January  11,  1924,  while  a  resident  of  Westfield,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Newbury  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Robert  G.  and  Effie  (Morris) 
Hildred,  the  father  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a 
chaplain  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war.  Rev.  Hildred  was  a  native  of 
Woodstock,  Ontario,  and  died  at  Ripley,  New  York,  February  15,  1929, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  New  York  state 
and  now  resides  with  Mr.  Newbury  at  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Laura  Newbury 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Ripley  high  school  and  also  of  Lake  Erie  College, 
Barnard  College  and  Columbia  University,  receiving  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  from  the  last  named  institution.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  taught 
at  the  Cathedral  School  of  St.  Mary,  at  Garden  City,  Long  Island.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterien  Church  at  Westfield,  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Newbury  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  George  Hildred  New¬ 
bury,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Jamestown,  New  York,  January  11,  1924. 
The  family  residence  is  at  438  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo. 


WELDON  DEVERELL  SMITH 

Coming  to  the  new  world  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years, 
with  energy,  determination  and  intelligence  as  his  chief  assets,  Weldon 
Deverell  Smith  has  found  in  America  many  opportunities  for  advance¬ 
ment,  and  his  life  record  is  the  story  of  an  orderly  progression  that  has 
carried  him  into  important  relations,  for  he  has  official  connections  with 
large  business  and  financial  institutions  of  Buffalo  and  New  York  city. 
He  was  born  in  Mountmellick,  Ireland,  April  7,  1885,  a  son  of  Joshua 
Deverell  and  Elizabeth  Margaret  (Whitfield)  Smith,  who  were  lifelong 
residents  of  that  country.  His  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and 
in  religious  faith  was  an  Episcopalian. 

Weldon  D.  Smith  pursued  his  education  in  the  parochial  school  near 
his  home  and  in  the  Harding  technical  school  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  after¬ 
ward  going  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  he  attended  Skerry’s  College. 
Following  his  graduation  from  that  institution,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
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J.  D.  McPhun  &  Co.  of  Glasgow,  filling  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  two 
years.  He  then  sailed  for  the  United  States,  and  in  October,  1906,  arrived 
in  Rochester,  New  York,  where  he  became  associated  with  Burke,  Fitz¬ 
simmons,  Hone  &  Company,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  dry  goods,  for 
whom  he  worked  as  an  accountant.  He  was  similarly  employed  by  H.  M. 
Straussman  &  Company,  of  Rochester,  after  which  he  was  identified  with 
the  accounting  department  of  the  Sibley,  Lindsay  &  Curr  Company,  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  dry  goods  merchants,  but  remained  with  this  firm  for  only 
a  short  time.  His  next  position  was  that  of  accountant  for  the  Lawyers 
Cooperative  Publishing  Company  of  Rochester,  which  he  left  at  the  end 
of  two  years  to  become  chief  accountant  for  the  United  Lithograph  & 
Printing  Company  of  that  city,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  our  entry 
into  the  World  war  on  April  7,  1917,  when  he  was  called  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  He  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  and  assigned  to  the 
Ordnance  Department  of  the  United  States  Army,  winning  a  captaincy 
shortly  before  his  departure  for  overseas  service  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces.  While  in  France,  he  was  attached  to  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice, 
went  to  Coblentz,  Germany,  with  the  Army  of  Occupation.  In  November, 
1919,  he  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  stationed  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  until  September,  1920,  when  he  was  relieved  of  active  duty  and 
transferred  to  the  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  in  which  he  now  holds  the  rank 
of  major. 

On  returning  to  civil  life,  he  was  appointed  an  internal  revenue  agent 
in  the  income  tax  division  of  the  United  States  treasury  department  at 
Washington.  After  several  months’  service  in  Washington,  Mr.  Smith 
joined  the  field  service  division  of  the  department  of  internal  revenue 
and  represented  the  federal  government  as  an  internal  revenue  agent  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  Buffalo  and  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  In  March,  1922,  he 
joined  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company  as  controller,  a  position 
for  which  his  experience  and  abilitiy  in  the  field  of  accounting  had  well 
qualified  him.  In  January,  1927,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  in  January,  1929,  was  made  vice  president  and  general  manager, 
which  offices  he  now  fills.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  vice  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  State  Bank,  one  of  Buffalo’s  substan¬ 
tial  money  institutions.  In  addition,  he  is  vice  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  A.  M.  &  A.  Cleaning  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  and  of  P.  Centemeri  & 
Company  of  New  York  city.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  a  director  and  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Retail  Merchants  Association  and  of  the  Associated  Indus¬ 
tries  of  New  York  State;  also  vice  president  of  the  New  York  State 
Council  of  Retail  Merchants.  In  November,  1930,  Mr.  Smith  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  Lucius  R.  Eastman,  president  of  the  American  Arbitration 
Association,  to  serve  as  an  arbitrator  in  local  commercial  disputes  sub¬ 
mitted  to  arbitration  under  the  rules  of  that  association.  Mr.  Smith  was 
appointed  to  serve  with  twenty-two  other  business  men  of  Buffalo  on  the 
association’s  national  panel  of  arbitrators.  Thoroughly  dependable,  he 
renders  valuable  service  to  every  organization  with  which  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated,  his  capacities  and  powers  being  so  well  balanced  that  he  has  been 
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able  to  broaden  his  energies  without  lessening  their  force  and  in  every 
instance  his  labors  have  been  beneficially  resultant. 

In  August,  1921,  Major  Smith  was  married  in  Milton,  Massachusetts, 
to  Miss  Marion  Charlotte  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  Johnson,  who 
for  fifty  years  was  engaged  in  the  granite  business  in  Quincy,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  he  also  served  as  councilman  for  many  years.  Mr.  Johnson 
has  now  retired  and  resides  in  Milton.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Quincy, 
where  she  pursued  her  studies  in  the  John  Hancock  school  and  in  Wood¬ 
ward  seminary,  later  attending  Northwestern  University,  of  Evanston, 
Illinois,  and  the  Buffalo  University.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  New  England  Women.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one  son,  Weldon 
D.  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  born  December  17,  1925,  and  attends  the  Elm¬ 
wood  school. 

The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  265  Middlesex  road,  Buffalo,  and 
Major  Smith’s  office  is  at  400  Main  street.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  which  Mrs.  Smith 
also  attends.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  fraternally  is  a  Mason, 
holding  membership  in  Valley  Lodge,  No.  109,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Rochester, 
New  York;  Ionic  Chapter,  No.  210,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  high 
priest;  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  39,  K.  T.  of  Rochester;  Ismailia  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Buffalo;  and  Lalla  Rookh  Grotto  of  Rochester. 
Golfing  and  hunting  afford  him  the  necessary  relaxation  and  diversion. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 
and  is  also  national  councillor  of  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
His  cooperation  can  always  be  counted  upon  in  the  futherance  of  move¬ 
ments  and  projects  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  with  which  he  has  allied 
his  interests,  and  as  a  progressive  business  man  of  keen  sagacity,  he  is 
contributing  toward  Buffalo’s  growth  and  prosperity.  Industrious,  self- 
reliant  and  trustworthy,  Major  Smith  has  risen  to  the  top  through  the 
medium  of  his  own  efforts,  and  the  respect  that  is  uniformly  accorded  him 
is  well  deserved. 


BERT  H.  WHITE 

In  the  comparatively  few  years  Bert  H.  White  has  been  connected 
with  the  financial  field  of  Buffalo,  he  has  made  exceptional  progress,  and 
is  now  a  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  with  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  started  as  a  messenger  boy.  He  is  also  connected  officially  with 
many  other  corporations  of  New  York  state.  He  has  been  a  thorough 
student  of  financial  technique,  and  his  conduct  of  the  interests  under  his 
care  has  been  based  upon  the  soundest  principles.  He  is  also  widely  known 
in  club  and  fraternal  life  of  Buffalo,  and  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  city 
he  has  invariably  given  his  enthusiastic  support  to  those  movements  which 
he  deems  meritorious. 
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Bert  H.  White  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  14,  1898.  His  father, 
Joseph  White,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December 
24,  1918,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a  clothing  merchant,  was 
a  member  of  Temple  Beth  Zion,  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican 
party.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marie  Michaels,  was  born 
in  Germany,  October  17,  1864,  and  is  now  residing  in  Buffalo.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Bert  H.  White  are  as  follows:  Michael  D.,  William  H., 
Edward  E.,  Matilda,  now  Mrs.  Isadore  Beck,  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Fred 
Laudan,  Lillian,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Cohn,  and  Julia,  all  of  whom  reside  in 
Buffalo. 

Bert  H.  White  attended  the  public,  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  graduated 
from  the  Technical  high  school  with  the  class  of  1918.  He  then  attended 
the  University  of  Buffalo  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  employed  by 
the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo  as  a  messenger  boy.  He  progressed  through 
the  various  departments  until  1921,  when  he  became  associated  with  the 
Bankers  Development  Company  of  New  York  city  as  an  accountant,  and 
later  became  vice  president.  This  company  engaged  in  systematizing 
banking  methods,  working  mostly  with  the  Federal  Reserve  banks.  Mr. 
White  remained  with  this  concern  for  a  period  of  two  years,  then  returned 
to  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo  as  auditor  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
was  comptroller  for  two  years,  then  assistant  vice  president,  and  in 
January,  1928,  became  vice  president,  which  office  he  now  holds.  He  is 
also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Liberty  Limited  Corporation  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  a  director  of  the  Liberty  Shares  Corporation,  treasurer  of  the 
Liberty  Main  Court  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Western 
New  York  Securities  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Buffalo  City  Planning  Association,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Mathews  Oil  Corporation  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  member 
and  governor  of  the  Montefiore  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  belongs  to  the  Willow- 
dale  Country  Club,  Tyrian  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Buffalo 
Consistory,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Greater  Buffalo 
Ad  Club.  In  politics,  Mr.  White  pursues  an  independent  course. 


WILLIAM  ARTHUR  ROGERS 

William  Arthur  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  who  engaged  in  the  iron  industry 
for  over  a  half  century,  and  was  president  and  executive  of  numerous  iron 
companies,  as  well  as  various  other  corporations,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
successful  industrialists  of  western  New  York.  While  now  practically 
retired,  he  yet  retains  official  position  in  a  number  of  companies.  Mr. 
Rogers  was  adept  in  the  management  of  big  concerns ;  assumed  the  leader¬ 
ship  in  extensive  enterprises  with  rare  judgment;  and  his  services  were 
widely  recognized  as  being  extraordinary  in  character,  and  invariably 
productive  of  the  most  tangible  results.  In  the  many  iron  companies  with 
which  he  had  to  do,  consistent  success  was  the  rule.  The  knowledge  he 
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possesses  regarding  the  production  and  marketing  of  iron  is  exhaustive, 
technical  and  practical.  His  influence  will  long  be  felt  in  the  industry  to 
which  he  gave  so  many  active  years. 

William  Arthur  Rogers  was  born  at  Berkshire,  New  York,  September 
8,  1851,  a  son  of  Dr.  Melancthon  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Leonard)  Rogers 
and  a  descendant  of  William  Rogers,  who  went  from  England  to  Wethers¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  in  1635,  and  subsequently,  with  three  associates,  pur¬ 
chased  the  land  on  Long  Island  whereon  the  towns  of  Hempstead  and 
Huntington  were  laid  out.  The  genealogical  line  from  William  and  Ann 
Rogers  extends  down  through  Jonathan  and  Rebecca  Rogers;  Obediah 
and  Phoebe  Rogers;  Hezekiah  and  Ruth  (Scudder)  Rogers;  Zephar  and 
Deborah  (Whitehead)  Rogers;  and  Moses  and  Rachel  (Rogers)  Rogers, 
the  last  named  having  been  the  grandparents  of  William  Arthur  Rogers. 

Mr.  Rogers  took  his  preparatory  work  for  college  at  the  Chickering 
Classical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  then  entered  the  Sheffield  Scientific 
School  of  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Philosophy  in  1874.  He  started  out  in  business  as  an  employee  of  L.  R. 
Hull  &  Company,  pig  iron  merchants  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  made  such 
progress  in  his  work  that  in  three  years  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  as 
a  junior  partner.  In  the  year  1880,  in  association  with  Robert  C.  Trivett, 
he  organized  a  firm  known  as  Rogers  &  Trivett,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
in  pig  iron.  Mr.  Trivett  died  shortly  afterward,  and  his  place  in  the  firm 
was  taken  by  Archer  Brown,  the  business  being  conducted  under  the  title 
of  Rogers,  Brown  &  Company.  They  met  with  outstanding  success  from 
the  start,  and  nine  branch  offices  were  established  in  the  principal  dis¬ 
tributing  centers. 

In  1890  William  A.  Rogers  moved  to  Buffalo  to  organize  and  become 
president  of  the  Tonawanda  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  at  North  Tonawanda. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  a  career  in  Buffalo  destined  to  be  filled  with 
achievement  and  honor.  As  the  years  passed  his  responsibilities  increased, 
as  he  was  impelled  to  assume  more  and  more  positions  of  importance.  He 
became  president  of  the  Punxsutawney  Iron  Company,  of  Pennsylvania; 
the  Rogers-Brown  Iron  Company,  of  Buffalo;  the  Niagara  Iron  Mining 
Company ;  the  Rogers  Iron  Mining  Company,  and  the  Munro  Iron  Min¬ 
ing  Company,  of  Michigan.  He  was  vice  president  of  the  Iroquois  Iron 
Company  of  Chicago;  of  the  Rogers  Brown  Ore  Company,  of  Minnesota; 
the  Buffalo  Steamship  Company;  the  Cascade  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  the  Cleveland  Furnace  Company.  He  was  a  director 
for  many  years  of  the  American  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of  New  York 
city,  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  and  the  Columbia  National  Bank,  of 
Buffalo.  He  retired  from  active  participation  in  business  in  1926,  but  he 
is  still  a  director  of  the  American  Steamship  Company,  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank. 

On  May  14,  1884,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  A.  Rogers  and 
Eleanor  Silliman,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Silliman,  who  was  professor 
of  chemistry  at  Yale  University.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children:  William  Silliman  Rogers,  who  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Yale  University  in  1910,  and  is  engaged 
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in  the  bond  and  investment  business  in  Buffalo,  married  Margaret  Town¬ 
send,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Corning  Townsend,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Margaret,  Townsend,  and  Eleanor;  Alice  L. 
Rogers  is  the  wife  of  Richard  D.  Hillis,  of  Bronxville,  New  York,  and  the 
mother  of  four  children,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Margaret,  and  Ann;  Alden, 
who  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Princeton  University 
in  1920,  is  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Rogers  has  always  been  interested  in  community  welfare  and 
progress.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy,  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  of  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  His  religious  connection 
is  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder.  His  social 
nature  finds  expression  in  his  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn 
Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and 
the  Century  Club  of  New  York  city.  His  favorite  forms  of  diversion  are 
travel,  landscape  gardening  and  art  collecting. 


ALBERT  J.  WINKLER 

Albert  J.  Winkler,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  has 
advanced  to  his  responsible  position  in  the  employ  of  this  important  finan¬ 
cial  institution  solely  through  the  merit  of  his  services  over  a  period  of 
more  than  a  decade.  Step  by  step  he  has  progressed  through  various 
departments  and  in  each  he  has  demonstrated  his  fitness  and  thorough 
ability  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  He  has  also  proved  a  loyal 
citizen  of  Buffalo,  and  his  support  is  invariably  found  behind  any  civic 
movement  of  benefit  to  the  community. 

A  native  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Winkler  was  born  January  18,  1893,  a  son  of 
John  B.  Winkler,  who  is  a  retail  grocer  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  born 
also,  in  September,  1859,  a  son  of  the  late  F.  X.  Winkler,  who  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  also  followed  the  retail  grocery  business  in  Buffalo. 
John  B.  Winkler  married  Anna  Siebold,  who  was  born  in  Ebenezer,  New 
York,  March  6,  1864,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  Siebold,  a  native  of 
Germany. 

Albert  J.  Winkler  graduated  from  the  Canisius  parochial  school  at 
Buffalo,  and  in  1912  received  his  diploma  from  Masten  Park  high  school. 
He  then  took  a  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  in 
Buffalo,  and  following  this  preparation  for  life’s  practical  duties  he  be¬ 
came  associated  with  the  Union  Stock  Yard  Bank,  first  as  a  messenger 
boy  and  subsequently  as  a  bookkeeper.  In  September,  1917,  Mr.  Winkler 
put  aside  business  to  enter  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  sent  to  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  for  training,  then  was  transferred  to 
the  officers  training  camp  at  Camp  Johnson,  Florida,  and  while  there  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant.  Next  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Forrest, 
Georgia,  where  he  was  stationed  when  the  armistice  was  signed.  He  was 
then  sent  to  Washington,  U.  C.,  where  he  worked  in  the  inventory  section 
of  the  ordnance  department  until  April,  1919,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 
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Mr.  Winkler  returned  to  Buffalo  and  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo 
branch  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  for  five  months.  Subsequently  he 
secured  employment  at  the  Broadway  office  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo 
as  auditor,  retaining  that  position  until  1923,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Walden  avenue  office  as  manager,  there  remaining  until  June,  1925. 
He  was  then  assigned  to  the  Genesee  high  office  as  manager,  remaining 
until  the  following  December,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  head  office  of 
the  Liberty  Bank  at  424  Main  street,  Buffalo,  where  he  worked  as  auditor 
until  July,  1927,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position  of 
cashier. 

On  October  14,  1925,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Albert  J.  Winkler  and 
Miss  Barbara  Muehlbauer,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Alois 
and  Barbara  (Vogl)  Muehlbauer,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany 
and  now  residents  of  Buffalo,  where  Alois  Muehlbauer  is  a  manufacturer 
of  soft  drinks.  Mrs.  Winkler  received  her  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  of  this  city,  and  is  now.  a  member  of  St.  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  Roman  Catholic  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkler  one  son  has  been 
born,  Robert  A.,  whose  natal  day  was  July  25,  1928. 

Mr.  Winkler  is  a  republican  politically,  and  a  communicant  of  the 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club, 
and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


CHARLES  A.  SCHEELER 

Charles  A.  Scheeler,  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Wire 
Works  Company,  Inc.,  is  one  of  the  well  known  business  men  and  citizens 
of  Buffalo.  He  represents  the  third  generation  of  the  Scheeler  family  to 
occupy  an  official  position  in  this  manufacturing  enterprise,  which  was 
established  by  his  paternal  grandfather,  Martin  Scheeler,  Sr.,  in  1869,  for 
the  manufacture  of  wire  cloth,  wire  work  and  artistic  metal  products. 

Charles  A.  Scheeler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  16,  1886,  a  son  of  the 
late  Philip  and  Emma  (Benzing)  Scheeler.  His  grandfather,  Martin 
Scheeler,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  died  in 
Buffalo.  He  established  the  business  now  known  as  the  Buffalo  Wire 
Works  Company,  Inc.,  in  a  barn  on  West  Seneca  street,  later  removed 
it  to  Lloyd  street,  then  to  lower  Main  street,  and  about  thirty  years  ago 
the  plant  was  moved  to  its  present  location  on  Terrace  street.  Martin 
Scheeler,  Sr.,  served  in  the  Prussian  Army  when  a  young  man,  married  his 
wife  in  Germany,  her  maiden  name  being  Anna  Steckenreiter,  and  both 
were  in  the  prime  of  life  when  they  came  to  this  country  and  established 
their  home  in  Buffalo.  Philip  Scheeler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  in  1855,  and 
died  here  April  18,  1908.  His  widow  who  now  resides  in  this  city,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Benzing  who  was  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  died  at  Springville,  New  York.  He  was  connected  for  many 
years  with  the  wholesale  grain  and  feed  business  in  Buffalo.  Philip 
Scheeler  was  associated  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  Buffalo  Wire 
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Works  Company  as  a  member  of  the  firm  and  when  the  business  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1903  he  became  president  and  a  director,  which  incumbency 
he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason,  and  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  work  and  success  of  the  republican  party,  but  never  aspired 
to  public  office. 

Charles  A.  Scheeler  completed  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  entering  on  his  business  career  became  connected  with  the 
Buffalo  Wire  Works  Company,  Inc.,  first  working  in  the  plant  for  seven 
and  a  half  years.  He  then  went  into  the  office,  and  in  1914  was  elected 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  corporation.  Upon  the  death  of  his  brother 
Philip  M.,  he  became  treasurer,  and  in  1926  was  made  vice  president  and 
treasurer,  in  which  dual  capacity  he  has  since  served.  Among  his  other 
business  interests  he  is  vice  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Kenmore,  at 
Kenmore,  New  York;  president  of  the  Buffalo  Galvanizing  and  Tinning 
Works;  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  National  Corporation;  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Inter-Bank  Investors  Corporation. 

Mr.  Scheeler  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  in  his  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  Mr.  Scheeler  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  Keystone 
Chapter,  No.  163,  Buffalo  Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and 
Buffalo  Orpheus. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1906,  Mr.  Scheeler  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Barbara  Fiden,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Meininger)  Fiden. 
The  father,  a  retired  lake  engineer,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  while  her  mother 
was  born  in  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scheeler  have  a  son  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Irma  Mabel,  Hazel  Katherine,  Charles  Fiden,  and  Marie  Emma.  The 
family  resides  at  136  Summit  avenue. 


EDWARD  L.  KOONS 

Few  men  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  have  participated  in  more  phases 
of  business,  civic  and  social  life  here  than  Edward  L.  Koons,  of  Buffalo. 
He  has  held  and  holds  many  important  associations  and  has  always  been 
a  leading  figure  among  his  contemporaries.  His  reputation  and  popu¬ 
larity  in  his  native  city  are  highly  indicative  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  conducted  his  affairs,  and  recognized  the  rights  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
Mr.  Koons  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  1,  1861,  a  son  of  Jacob  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Dellenbaugh)  Koons.  The  father  was  born  in  Alsace,  'France, 
January  14,  1806,  and  died  May  9,  1889.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1828,  and  settled  in  Albany  county,  New  York,  where  he  worked  on 
a  farm.  Eventually  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  here  engaged  in  general  mer¬ 
chandising  in  1832,  his  place  of  business  having  been  situated  on  Main 
street,  near  Genesee  street,  but  in  1848  he  withdrew  from  the  mercantile 
trade.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  local  Lutheran  charities,  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  a  member  of  the  St.  John’s  Evangelical  Lutheran 
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Church.  He  was  married  November  11,  1834,  to  Elizabeth  Dellenbaugh 
of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  who  was  a  native  of  Berne,  Switzerland. 
Their  son,  Henry  Koons,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  October  9,  1838,  died 
April  4,  1904.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and 
gained  his  first  business  experience  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Express 
Company  for  two  years.  He  then  went  west  to  learn  the  tanner’s  trade 
with  G.  Pfister  &  Company  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  there  remaining 
two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  became  search  clerk 
in  the  county  clerk’s  office  from  1865  to  1871.  He  next  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  on  his  own  account  at  448  Main  street,  and  later  at 
474  Main  street.  On  June  1,  1884,  the  firm  of  Henry  and  Edward  L. 
Koons  was  formed.  He  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  large  corporations, 
and  was  very  active  in  the  political  campaigns  of  Grover  Cleveland. 

Edward  L.  Koons  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  general 
manager  of  the  Erie  County  Guaranteed  Search  Company,  which  later, 
by  various  mergers,  became  the  Abstract  Title  &  Mortgage  Corporation. 
He  is  now  chairman  of  the  board  of  this  organization.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  real  estate  and  in  lending  money  on  bonds  and  mort¬ 
gages  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Commonwealth  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  which  later,  by  mergers,  became  part  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company. 
He  is  a  director  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Abstract  Title  &  Mort¬ 
gage  Corporation,  the  offices  of  which  are  at  110  Franklin  street  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  in  addition  is  also  a  director  in  the  Marine  Trust  Company, 
Buffalo  Insurance  Company,  Ellicott  Square  Company,  Buffalo  Savings 
Bank,  Syldanite  Gold  Mines  Company  of  Kirkland  Lake,  Ontario,  and 
the  Morris  Plan  Bank,  which  he  assisted  in  establishing  here. 

Mr.  Koons  was  made  president  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  1920,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  treasurer  of  the  local  democratic 
party  organization.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  and 
political  affairs,  and  in  the  improvement  of  municipal  enterprises.  In 
1882  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Cleveland  Corps,  which  was  the  first  political  organization  of  a  non¬ 
partisan  nature  to  take  up  the  cause  of  Grover  Cleveland,  and  it  was  from 
this  that  other  Cleveland  organizations  were  formed  in  later  years. 

Mr.  Koons  was  a  charter  member  of  the  old  Ellicott  Club,  the  pre7 
decessor  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  is  a  member  of  the  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  He  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners 
and  is  upon  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association. 

On  May  12,  1886,  Mr.  Koons  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  C. 
Hengerer,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Louisa  Hengerer.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children.  Chester  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years.  Dorothy  is  the  wife  of  Sheldon  Thompson,  Jr.,  a  member  of  the 
brokerage  firm  of  Thompson,  Sharp  &  Company,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Sheldon  and  Dorothy.  Louise  Koons,  the  third  child, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Barnard,  who  is  identified  with  the  brokerage 
firm  of  Baker,  Putman  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  they  also  have  two 
children:  Ann  Louise  and  Joan. 
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During  the  past  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Koons  has  traveled  extensively 
over  the  entire  world,  meeting  with  many  interesting  experiences  and 
studying  life  in  the  more  ancient  civilizations.  On  one  occasion,  while  a 
luncheon  guest  on  the  slopes  of  Mount  Kilauea  in  Hawaii,  the  volcano 
erupted,  and  at  another  time,  in  1909,  while  off  the  coast  of  the  Madeira 
Islands,  he  saw  sixteen  battleships  on  their  world  cruise. 

Mr.  Koons  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  The  family  attends  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  Redeemer. 


LYLE  H.  GILMORE 

Filling  responsible  positions  with  large  business  organizations  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  Lyle  H.  Gilmore  gained  valuable  experience 
which  qualified  hirti  for  the  executive  responsibilities  now  devolving  upon 
him  as  vice  president  and  advertising  manager  of  United  Grape  Products, 
Incorporated,  with  offices  on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  Liberty  Bank  building 
in  Buffalo.  Born  in  Wamego,  Pottawatomie  county,  Kansas,  November 
20,  1886,  he  is  a  son  of  William  Gilmore  and  traces  his  lineage  in  the 
paternal  line  to  the  year  1750.  His  father  was  born  in  Goshen,  Indiana, 
December  4,  1853,  and  went  to  the  Sunflower  state  when  a  young  man. 
Entering  the  newspaper  business,  he  became  well  known  as  the  publisher 
of  the  Wamego  Times,  which  he  issued  from  1881  until  1925,  and  has 
since  lived  retired.  He  made  his  paper  a  valuable  news  and  advertising 
medium  and  gained  for  it  a  large  circulation. 

William  Gilmore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma  Jane  Hughes,  who 
was  born  in  Monongahela  City,  Pennsylvania,  November  3,  1859,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Ann  Hughes,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  four  survive.  Archer,  born  January  30,  1885, 
married  Charlotte  Plesse,  a  native  of  Wamego,  and  since  his  father’s 
retirement  from  the  newspaper  business  he  has  been  the  owner  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Winfield  Courier.  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Galen  Nickles,  who 
is  connected  with  the  Wamego  Times,  and  they  reside  in  Winfield,  Kansas. 
Their  children  are:  Helen  Jane,  who  was  born  in  1925;  and  Virginia, 
born  in  1928.  Dwight  was  born  October  9,  1889,  and  died  July  15,  1894. 
Ann  Marie,  born  March  9,  1892,  became  the  wife  of  Elmo  F.  Miltner  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1916,  and  they  have  two  sons:  Blaine,  who  was  born 
in  1922 ;  and  Hugh,  born  in  1926. 

Lyle  H.  Gilmore,  who  completes  the  family,  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  pursued  his  studies  in  its  grammar  and  high  schools.  During 
vacation  periods  he  assisted  his  father,  thus  gaining  a  knowledge  of  news¬ 
paper  work,  and  after  completing  his  education  he  secured  a  position 
with  the  old  Kansas  City  Star,  with  which  he  was  connected  from  1904 
to  1906.  Going  to  California,  he  was  associated  with  the  Banning  Com¬ 
pany,  then  the  owner  of  Catalina  island,  from  1906  to  1911,  and  during 
the  following  year  was  with  the  Oregon  Hotel  in  Portland.  From  1913 
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until  1916  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pacific  Steamship  Company  and 
then  joined  the  American  Ambulance  detachment,  with  which  he  went  to 
France.  Returning  to  the  United  States  early  in  1917,  he  located  in  San 
Francisco  and  in  April  of  that  year  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  quartermaster’s  corps  and  was  stationed  on  Angel 
island  until  June,  1917,  when  he  returned  to  France,  and  remained  abroad 
until  April,  1919.  Entering  the  service  as  a  raw  recruit,  he  rose  through 
merit  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  Officers  Reserve  Corps,  and  has  to  his 
credit  a  fine  military  record.  After  the  war  he  became  associated  with 
the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  Francis  H.  Leggett,  maintaining  that  con¬ 
nection  for  eight  years,  and  since  1927  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of 
United  Grape  Products,  Incorporated,  which  he  represents  in  the  capacities 
of  vice  president  and  advertising  manager.  He  is  also  in  charge  of  the 
purchasing  department  and  his  systematic,  intelligently  directed  efforts 
have  constituted  a  vital  element  in  the  successful  conduct  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Gilmore  makes  his  home  at  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  an  Elk,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  San  Pedro,  California. 
He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  is  esteemed  for  his  sincerity,  his  keen 
sense  of  duty  and  the  depth  and  strength  of  his  character. 


PETER  J.  KNICKENBERG 

Peter  J.  Knickenberg  is  engaged  in  the  road  building  and  contracting 
business  at  Buffalo  under  the  name  of  the  F.  W.  Knickenberg  Construc¬ 
tion  Company.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  contracting  firms  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  having  constructed  on  an  average  of  five  miles  of  sixteen-foot 
concrete  roadway  each  year  since  1905,  or  altogether  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  of  roadway  in  New  York  state  and  Pennsylvania  in  this  period. 

Peter  J.  Knickenberg  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  3,  1868.  His 
father,  Henry  Knickenberg,  was  born  in  Reinfeld,  Germany,  in  1822,  and 
died  in  1888.  At  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years,  he  came  to  America  on 
a  sailing  vessel  which  was  eleven  weeks  in  making  the  voyage.  He  learned 
the  boot  and  shoe  making  trade  in  the  old  country,  and  after  his  arrival 
in  Buffalo  worked  for  Debold  Brothers  on  Commercial  street.  Later  he 
engaged  in  the  shoe  findings  and  supply  business  for  a  number  of  years 
and  then  went  into  the  scrap  iron  trade.  He  bought  an  old  boat  which 
had  sunk  at  the  Buffalo  waterfront,  and  with  a  hand-drawn  wagon  he 
made  four  trips  daily  from  the  wreck  to  his  home.  He  moved  a  total  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  scrap  iron  by  this  method.  He  continued  to  deal 
in  scrap  iron  until  1868,  when  he  started  in  the  coal  and  wood  business 
on  Emslie  street  and  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  yards,  and  so  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death.  His  son,  Fred  W.  Knickenberg,  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  coal  and  wood  enterprise,  and  maintained  it  until  1905,  when 
he  went  into  the  contracting  business  with  Peter  J.  Knickenberg.  Henry 
Knickenberg  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  marriage  there  were  two 
daughters  born,  Mary  and  Louise,  who  married  brothers,  respectively 
Charles  and  John  Gillig.  Mr.  Knickenberg  was  married  secondly  to 
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Katherine  Kichenmeister,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1828,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Peter  J., 
Henry,  and  William. 

Peter  J.  Knickenberg  attended  a  parochial  school,  then  studied  at 
Canisius  College,  and  also  took  a  business  course.  For  nineteen  years  he 
worked  in  the  mailing  department  of  the  Buffalo  post  office  and  in  1905 
he  entered  the  contracting  business  with  his  brother,  Fred  W.  They  be¬ 
gan  by  laying  plank  sidewalks,  and  later  engaged  in  cement  contracting 
for  sidewalks  and  bridge  repair  work.  They  constructed  the  dam  and 
the  bridle  bridge  in  Delaware  park,  Buffalo.  They  also  secured  a  contract 
for  thirteen  and  a  half  miles  of  macadam  road  from  Transit  road  to  the 
Genesee  county  line,  or  to  Penbrook.  In  addition  to  their  road  building 
in  New  York  state,  noted  before,  they  put  in  twenty-eight  miles  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  of  eighteen  to  twenty  foot  roadway.  In  1918  they  laid  the  pave¬ 
ment  on  Delaware  avenue  at  Kenmore  and  in  1927  widened  that  thorough¬ 
fare.  They  also  laid  the  Sheridan  park  pavement  at  Kenmore.  From 
1927  to  1930  they  constructed  concrete  pavement  in  Pennsylvania. 

Peter  J.  Knickenberg  was  married  June  15,  1892,  to  Antoinette 
Muschal,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Muschal,  for  many  years  a 
brewer  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Knickenberg  died  October  13,  1905.  They  had 
one  daughter,  Gertrude  C.,  born  April  7,  1893,  who  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  parochial  schools,  in  the  Holy  Angels  Academy,  the  Buffalo 
State  Normal  and  the  Hurst’s  Private  School.  She  was  married  October 
17,  1917,  to  Herbert  H.  Murphy,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  superintendent  of  con¬ 
struction  for  the  F.  W.  Knickenberg  Construction  Company.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  belong  to  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  Peter  J.  Knickenberg  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Erie  Lane  Country  Club,  the  National  Road  Builders 
Association  of  America,  and  the  New  York  branch  of  the  latter  organiza¬ 
tion.  His  residence  is  at  619  McKinley  parkway  in  Buffalo. 


EDWARD  D.  STREBEL 

Edward  D.  Strebel,  who  is  numbered  among  the  highly  successful 
veteran  lawyers  of  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey 
&  Tubbs,  specialists  in  the  practice  of  real  estate,  surrogate,  and  corpora¬ 
tion  law,  with  offices  at  1413  Liberty  Bank  building.  He  has  engaged  in 
his  chosen  profession  at  Buffalo  for  a  period  approaching  four  decades, 
during  which  time  he  has  acquired  a  clientele  of  most  satisfying  propor¬ 
tions,  and  gained  a  meritorious  standing  not  only  as  a  counsellor  but 
also  as  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Edward  D.  Strebel  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  May  2,  1865,  a 
son  of  David  and  Barbara  (Milhaupt)  Strebel,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo.  David  Strebel  was  a  machinist  by  trade, 
and  for  many  years  was  employed  by  the  Pitts  Company. 

Edward  D.  Strebel  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  then  read 
law  in  the  offices  of  William  Wierling  and  Robert  F.  Schelling.  He  was 
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admitted  to  the  state  bar  in  1892,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in 
practice  in  his  native  city.  At  one  time,  Mr.  Strebel  was  senior  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey,  Tubbs  &  Beals,  while  now  he  is  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey  &  Tubbs,  which  engages  principally 
in  the  practice  of  real  estate,  surrogate  and  corporation  law.  Mr.  Strebel 
is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Abstract  Title  &  Mortgage 
Corporation  of  Buffalo. 

On  June  22,  1893,  in  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Edward  D. 
Strebel  and  Katherine  P.  Giesser,  the  latter  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a 
daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Frederica  Giesser,  both  natives  of  Germany  and 
now  deceased.  Gabriel  Giesser  conducted  a  barbers’  supply  store  at  99 
Genesee  street  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Strebel  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strebel  there 
have  been  born  two  children:  Robert  L.,  who  is  now  a  junior  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey  &  Tubbs,  and  is  mentioned  on  another  page 
of  this  work ;  and  Mrs.  Dean  P.  Bensley,  of  Buffalo. 

During  the  period  of  the  World  war  Mr.  Strebel  served  upon  a  local 
draft  board.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  He 
holds  membership  in  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  the  Grotto.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


HARRIS  N.  SNYDER 

Liberally  endowed  with  that  quality  which  has  been  termed  the  “com¬ 
mercial  sense,”  Harris  N.  Snyder  has  steadily  progressed,  becoming  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  the  crushed  slag  industry 
in  Buffalo,  and  has  official  connection  with  several  large  corporations  of 
similar  character.  He  was  born  in  Bloomville,  Ohio,  May  13,  1889,  and 
is  a  son  of  Charles  0.  and  Elizabeth  (Seemuth)  Snyder.  His  great-grand¬ 
parents  were  George  and  Mary  Snyder,  who  lived  on  a  farm  near  Williams¬ 
port,  Maryland.  The  grandfather,  Irvin  Snyder,  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  summer,  while  during  the  winter 
months  he  engaged  in  teaching  school.  His  demise  occurred  in  Hedges- 
ville,  West  Virginia,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  (Harris)  Snyder,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  passed  away  at  Bloomville,  Ohio.  Charles 
0.  Snyder  was  born  near  Williamsport,  Maryland,  June  9,  1864,  and  has 
made  his  home  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
identified  with  the  jewelry  business  for  a  considerable  period  but  is  now 
retired,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  the  supervision  of  his  real 
estate  interests.  A  republican  in  politics,  he  was  at  one  time  clerk  of  the 
school  board,  and  his  religious  views  are  in  harmony  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  faithful  member.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  September  1,  1865,  and  is  also  living. 
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Reared  in  his  native  town,  Harris  N.  Snyder  there  pursued  his  studies 
until  his  graduation  from  high  school  with  the  class  of  1906.  At  Bloom- 
ville  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  France  Stone  Company,  at  first  doing 
clerical  work,  was  next  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  firm,  and  at  length 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  district  manager,  with  headquarters  in 
Detroit,  Michigan.  There  he  represented  the  company  until  1913.  On 
severing  his  relations  with  the  Bloomville  concern  Mr.  Snyder  came  to 
Buffalo  and  in  association  with  Leon  A.  Beeghly  embarked  in  business  un¬ 
der  the  style  of  the  Buffalo  Slag  Company,  Inc.,  which  has  enjoyed  a  steady 
and  substantial  growth.  Of  this  corporation  Mr.  Snyder  is  now  secretary, 
treasurer  and  general  manager.  In  addition  he  is  president  of  the  Federal 
Crushed  Stone  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Genesee  Gravel 
Pits,  Inc.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Federal  Portland  Cement  Com¬ 
pany,  a  director  of  the  Federal  Concrete  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Re¬ 
finers  Distributing  Corporation,  all  of  Buffalo ;  and  a  director  of  the  Besse¬ 
mer  Securities  Company  of  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1914,  Mr.  Snyder  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Blanch  H.  Van  Valkenburg,  a  native  of  Attica,  New  York,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Jennie  (Taggart)  Van  Valkenburg,  now  deceased, 
both  of  whom  were  of  Revolutionary  war  ancestry.  Mrs.  Snyder  obtained 
her  elementary  instruction  in  Arcade,  New  York,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Perry  high  school  and  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  School.  She  is  interested 
in  the  cultural  life  of  Buffalo,  belonging  to  the  Town  Club,  the  Current 
Events  Club,  and  the  “Entre  Nous”  Club,  which  she  served  as  president 
for  three  years.  During  the  World  war  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  were  active 
in  the  Red  Cross  drives  and  both  are  members  of  the  Central  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Snyder  enjoys  a  game  of  golf  and  in  his 
club  connections  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Ath¬ 
letic  Club  and  the  Cherry  Hill  Club.  He  likewise  has  membership  in  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Buffalo  Municipal  Research  Bureau.  While  a  republican 
in  sympathy,  he  is  not  bound  by  party  ties,  voting  more  often  for  the 
man  and  issue  regardless  of  politics,  and  cooperates  in  all  those  plans  and 
projects  which  have  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  in  which  he  makes  his  home.  Along  the  path  of  opportunity  open 
to  all  he  has  not  only  achieved  success  but  has  attained  a  most  creditable 
position  among  Buffalo’s  best  citizenship.  Mr.  Snyder’s  city  residence  is 
at  115  Nottingham  terrace  and  his  summer  home  is  at  Thunder  Bay, 
Canada. 


WILLIAM  SCHOELLKOPF 

William  Schoellkopf,  a  well  known  figure  in  brokerage  and  investment 
security  circles  of  Buffalo,  is  the  head  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange 
firm  of  Schoellkopf  &  Co.,  70  Niagara  street.  He  was  born  at  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York,  October  9,  1896,  the  only  son  of  Alfred  P.  and  Emily  R. 
(Graebe)  Schoellkopf  and  a  grandson  of  Jacob  Friedrich  Schoellkopf,  who 
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established  the  family  in  Buffalo.  The  ancestral  record  of  the  family 
may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch 
of  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf,  Sr.,  an  uncle  of  William  Schoellkopf. 
Alfred  P.  Schoellkopf,  the  father  of  William  Schoellkopf,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  July  1,  1860,  and  here  passed  away  October  12,  1901,  when  forty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  was  active  in  the  development  of  the  extensive  tan¬ 
nery  interests  of  his  father,  becoming  president  and  a  director  of  Schoell¬ 
kopf  &  Company,  tanners,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Niagara  Falls  Hydraulic  Power  &  Manufacturing  Company  and 
the  Power  City  Bank.  He  was  married  at  Niagara  Falls,  April  12,  1894, 
to  Emily  R.  Graebe,  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  born  March  15, 
1869.  Her  father,  William  Graebe,  was  born  in  Kassel,  Germany,  in  1834, 
and  died  at  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1879.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Emily 
(Kaltenbach)  Graebe,  a  native  of  Freiburg  in  Baden,  was  born  in  1850. 
Alfred  P.  and  Emily  Schoellkopf  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  a 
son,  William,  and  two  daughters.  Lucia,  the  elder  of  the  daughters,  born 
in  Buffalo,  August  30,  1895,  attended  the  Bennett  School  for  Girls  at 
Millbrook,  New  York,  and  was  married  July  19,  1918,  in  Buffalo,  to  John 
Casa  Eguia,  Marquis  de  Guadalmina.  The  latter  was  born  in  Biarritz, 
France,  October  24,  1896,  and  is  a  son  of  Fernando  Modet  y  Almagro, 
Count  Casa  Eguia,  and  Marie  Louise  de  Cuadra  Guadalmina,  the  former 
born  in  Cuba  in  1866  and  the  latter  in  Paris  in  1870.  John  Casa  Eguia 
and  his  wife  reside  in  Pau,  France,  with  their  three  children :  Louis,  born 
at  Niagara  Falls,  August  25,  1920;  John  Anthony,  born  in  Buffalo,  May 
24,  1922;  and  John  David  Guadalmina,  born  April  14,  1926.  Emily  C. 
Schoellkopf,  the  younger  daughter  of  Alfred  P.  and  Emily  Schoellkopf, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  22,  1899,  and  pursued  her  education  in  the 
Bennett  School  for  Girls  at  Millbrook,  New  York.  On  the  27th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1922,  she  became  the  wife  of  William  Thomas  Jebb,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  April  8,  1897,  a  son  of  William  Thomas  and  Anna  (Baker) 
Jebb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  T.  Jebb,  Jr.,  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely :  Thomas  Arnold,  Richard  Travor,  and  Emily  Anne. 

William  Schoellkopf,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  began  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Holbrook  School  of  Ossining,  New  York,  and  subsequently  entered  Cornell 
University,  from  which  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1919. 
On  returning  to  Buffalo  he  became  identified  with  the  investment  banking 
business  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy.  Mr.  Schoellkopf  entered  the 
brokerage  house  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  O.  Babcock  & 
Company  in  1926,  which  firm  style  later  became  Babcock,  Schoellkopf  & 
Company,  and  on  October  1,  1930,  was  changed  to  Schoellkopf  &  Co. 
This  is  one  of  the  important  brokerage  houses  of  Buffalo  and  maintains 
branch  offices  in  Rochester  and  Niagara  Falls.  Among  his  other  business 
interests  Mr.  Schoellkopf  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern 
Power  Corporation  and  the  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of  Maryland. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1922,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Schoellkopf  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Peabody,  who  was  here  born  March  14,  1901.  Her  parents  are 
Charles  Mason  and  Henriette  (Oldmixon)  Peabody,  the  former  born  in 
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Buffalo  in  1876  and  the  latter  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  1877.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Schoellkopf  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  October  10,  1923;  William,  born  February  2,  1925; 
and  Sally  Peabody,  born  August  4,  1928. 

Mr.  Schoellkopf  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
but  has  no  desire  for  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office.  He  attends  the 
services  of  the  Episcopal  Church  with  his  family.  Well  known  in  club 
circles,  he  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country 
Club,  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo 
Tennis  &  Squash  Club.  He  also  has  membership  in  Zeta  Psi,  a  college 
fraternity  which  he  joined  while  attending  Cornell  University.  Mr. 
Schoellkopf’s  residence  is  at  1275  Delaware  avenue. 


LEWIS  CLAYTON  VALLIER 

L.  Clayton  Vallier  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Foundry  &  Machine 
Company,  manufacturers  of  dairy  and  chemical  machinery,  at  1543  Fill¬ 
more  avenue.  In  the  employ  of  this  company,  Mr.  Vallier  has  steadily 
won  promotion,  having  started  as  a  bookkeeper  in  1910.  He  has  won 
recognition  for  his  talent  and  ability  in  industrial  work,  and  also  as  an 
expert  accountant,  and  his  advancement  to  the  office  of  treasurer  has 
been  well  merited. 

Mr.  Vallier  was  born  in  Fremont,  Michigan,  December  20,  1888,  a 
son  of  Lewis  and  Victoria  (Pearson)  Vallier.  The  father,  who  was  born 
in  Picton,  Canada,  August  26,  1860,  is  a  retired  merchant  now  residing  at 
Fremont,  Michigan.  His  wife  was  born  at  Belhaven,  Canada,  December 
27,  1863,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Mary  (Willoughby)  Pearson. 
Her  father,  who  was  born  at  Napanee,  Ontario,  Canada,  is  now  a  retired 
merchant  of  Fremont,  Michigan ;  votes  the  republican  ticket,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  born  at  Bel¬ 
haven,  Ontario,  February  5,  1842.  Charles  A.  Pearson  is  a  son  of  Leonard 
Pearson,  a  native  of  England,  who  died  at  Deseronto,  Canada,  and  was 
the  father  of  fifteen  children,  fourteen  of  whom  he  brought  to  this  country 
on  a  sailing  vessel.  His  wife,  also  born  in  England,  died  in  Canada. 

L.  Clayton  Vallier  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Fremont, 
Michigan,  and  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1906.  He  then  took  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Ferris  Institute  in  Big  Rapids,  Michigan,  after  which  he 
became  associated  with  his  uncle,  Allan  T.  Pearson,  who  was  in  the  com¬ 
mission  business  at  Fremont  and  Grand  Rapids.  He  remained  in  that 
connection  for  three  years,  during  which  time,  in  the  summer  months,  he 
was  also  employed  in  a  cannery  at  Fremont,  in  charge  of  a  warehouse 
crew.  On  March  10,  1910,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Buffalo  Foundry 
&  Machine  Company,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  manufacturers  of  chemical 
and  dairy  machinery,  acting  as  bookkeeper  until  September,  1918.  He 
resigned  to  engage  in  the  retail  grocery  business  at  Buffalo,  but  in  De¬ 
cember,  1919,  he  again  became  bookkeeper  for  the  Buffalo  Foundry  & 
Machine  Company.  He  won  successive  promotions,  serving  as  head  book- 
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keeper,  chief  cost  accountant,  auditor,  comptroller,  assistant  treasurer, 
and  in  May,  1930,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  treasurer.  He  is  also 
treasurer  of  a  subsidiary  company,  the  Sumet  Corporation  of  Buffalo, 
and  is  secretary,  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Buflovak  Company  of 
Canada,  Limited,  which  has  offices  at  both  Toronto  and  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Vallier  was  married  December  8,  1917,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Flor¬ 
ence  Louise  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Agnes  (Deavitt)  Smith,  the  former  now  deceased,  and  the  latter 
a  resident  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Vallier  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Olean,  New  York.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  Bethlehem  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  at 
Kenmore,  New  York;  and  of  the  Century  Study  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vallier,  who  reside  at  192  Mt.  Vernon  road  in  Snyder,  New 
York,  have  three  children:  Carol  Lucile,  born  February  27,  1923;  Lewis 
Clayton,  Jr.,  born  May  9,  1925;  and  Dorothy  June,  born  September  7, 
1926. 

Mr.  Vallier  is  a  member  and  past  director  of  the  Buffalo  chapter  of 
the  National  Association  of  Cost  Accountants ;  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Credit  Men ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  cost  committee  of  the 
Gray  Iron  Institute  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  belongs  to  the  Meadowbrook 
Golf  and  Country  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  Highland  Lodge,  No.  835,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  finds  recreation  in  golfing 
and  motoring. 


ELEANOR  MARY  HURLEY 

Among  the  successful  business  women  of  Buffalo  is  numbered  Eleanor 
Mary  Hurley,  who  is  local  manager  of  the  Queen  City  Brick  Company  and 
has  been  with  the  organization  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  Born  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  November  11,  1898,  she  is  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and 
Mary  E.  (Hugh)  Hurley,  natives  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of 
Scotch  and  Irish  lineage  and  the  latter  of  English  ancestry.  In  the  ma¬ 
ternal  line  Miss  Hurley  traces  her  descent  in  a  direct  line  from  Lord 
Byron  and  is  also  related  to  the  Longstreets,  a  noted  American  family  of 
which  General  James  Longstreet,  of  Civil  war  fame,  was  a  distinguished 
representative.  A  prominent  meteorologist,  John  F.  Hurley  was  in  charge 
of  inspection  work  in  the  weather  bureaus  between  Denver  and  Buffalo 
and  is  now  living  retired  in  this  city. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Eleanor  M.  Hurley  attended  the 
Georgetown  (D.  C.)  Girls  School  and  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo, 
afterward  returning  to  the  former  institution  for  a  two  years’  finishing 
course.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Georgetown  School  in  1918  and  next 
enrolled  as  a  student  in  Miss  Pierce’s  Business  School  of  Buffalo.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  her  commercial  course  she  became  secretary  to 
Brigadier  General  Fox  of  the  regular  army  and  was  employed  in  his 
Buffalo  office  for  six  months,  participating  in  war  work.  For  four  years 
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thereafter  she  lived  retired  and  then  assumed  the  duties  of  secretary  of 
public  school  No.  32,  thus  continuing  for  four  years.  In  1926  she  became 
connected  with  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  Queen  City  Brick  Company  and 
when  the  manager  of  this  office  retired  she  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  board  of  directors  as  his  successor.  The  Queen  City  Brick  Company  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the 
country  and  her  selection  as  manager  is  a  splendid  tribute  to  the  business 
ability  of  Miss  Hurley.  She  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  company 
and  has  worked  untiringly  and  effectively  to  increase  its  sales  and  extend 
its  trade  relations  in  this  city.  Her  office  is  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building 
and  she  resides  at  676  Richmond  avenue. 

Miss  Hurley  gives  her  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and 
she  is  a  communicant  of  the  new  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  in  Buffalo, 
while  through  her  membership  in  the  Erie  Downs  Golf  and  Country  Club 
she  largely  finds  her  recreation.  During  the  World  war  she  was  attached 
to  the  Morot  Corps  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Society,  subject  to  assign¬ 
ment  to  any  part  of  the  Buffalo  area,  and  continued  in  this  service  until 
the  signing  of  the  armistice.  Her  energy,  dependability  and  keen  intel¬ 
ligence  have  carried  her  into  important  relations  and  she  is  generally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  outstanding  business  women  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  Moreover,  she  is  the  possessor  of  a  winning  personality  and 
her  friends,  who  are  many,  entertain  for  her  high  regard. 


VINCENT  A.  TAURIELLO 

Vincent  A.  Tauriello,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo, 
with  offices  at  1095  Ellicott  Square  building,  is  a  member  of  an  Italian 
family  which  has  been  established  in  this  city  for  over  a  half  century. 
Mr.  Tauriello  belongs  to  the  younger  group  of  Buffalo  attorneys,  yet  in 
the  years  he  has  been  active  before  the  bar  he  has  made  substantial 
progress,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  his 
clients. 

Vincent  A.  Tauriello  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  5,  1897,  a  son 
of  Frank  and  Margarita  (Buciccio)  Tauriello  and  a  grandson  of  Joseph 
and  Agnes  (Digiacomo)  Tauriello,  both  natives  of  Italy,  where  Joseph 
was  a  shepherd.  Frank  Tauriello  was  born  in  Italy  June  25,  1853,  and 
died  in  Buffalo  September  13,  1927.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Italian  Army 
during  his  youth,  and  when  twenty-two  years  old  came  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  retail  and  later 
the  wholesale  grocery  business.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of 
St.  Anthony’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Italy  in 
September,  1861,  and  now  resides  at  Buffalo. 

Vincent  A.  Tauriello  attended  public  school  No.  2  and  Hutchinson  Cen¬ 
tral  high  school,  finishing  at  the  latter  in  1917,  after  which  he  took  up  a 
course  in  arts  and  science  at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  His  studies  here, 
however,  were  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  December,  1917,  for 
service  in  the  United  States  Army.  He  was  sent  to  the  naval  training 


460 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


station  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  for  four  months,  then  was  assigned 
to  a  submarine  chaser  patrolling  the  eastern  coast,  and  upon  that  vessel 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at 
the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  in  September,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  pharmacist 
mate,  third  class.  Mr.  Tauriello  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1922  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  June,  1923,  was  associated  in 
practice  with  William  J.  Daetsch  of  Buffalo  for  two  years,  and  then  opened 
his  office  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building,  his  present  location.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  also  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association. 

On  June  12,  1923,  in  New  York  city,  Mr.  Tauriello  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Sabini,  a  native  of  the  metropolis,  and  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
Sabini,  now  living  retired  at  Naples,  Italy,  but  who  was  formerly  an 
importer  of  Italian  merchandise  in  New  York  city.  Mrs.  Tauriello  was 
educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  her  native  city,  and  belongs  to 
the  Immaculate  Conception  parish,  the  Young  Women’s  Progressive  Club, 
and  the  1000  Women’s  Democratic  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Tauriello  is  a 
member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  a  stanch  democrat  in  his  political  affiliation,  and  from  the 
time  of  casting  his  first  vote  has  been  an  enthusiastic  and  effective  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
of  Erie  county  but  resigned  in  1931  and  was  appointed  deputy  attorney 
general. 


CHARLES  GATEWOOD  McLELLAND 

Charles  G.  McLelland,  who  reversed  the  usual  order  of  procedure  by 
removing  from  the  west  to  the  east,  has  accomplished  much  in  the  line  of 
welfare  work,  serving  for  eleven  years  as  commissioner  of  industrial  aid 
in  Buffalo — a  position  which  he  has  occupied  throughout  the  existence  of 
this  department  of  civic  activity.  Born  in  Astoria,  Illinois,  May  1,  1876, 
he  is  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Susan  B.  (Hoffman)  McLelland  and  is  of 
Scotch  and  English  lineage.  The  family  was  established  in  this  country 
by  his  great-grandfather,  William  McLelland,  a  Scotchman,  who  cast  his 
lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Illinois.  A  hardy  pioneer,  he  hewed  a  farm 
out  of  the  wilderness  and  in  one  of  the  log  houses  which  he  built  his  great- 
grandson,  Charles  G.  McLelland  was  born.  The  latter’s  grandfather, 
Colonel  Nathaniel  McLelland,  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Union  Army, 
was  in  command  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was 
one  of  the  eleven  brothers  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  and  all  were  over 
six  feet  tall.  Colonel  Nathan  McLelland,  who  was  a  Methodist  minister, 
passed  away  in  Plymouth,  Illinois,  as  a  result  of  injuries  sustained  while 
valiantly  defending  the  cause  of  the  north.  In  Illinois,  his  native  state,  he 
had  married  Martha  McNeil  and  their  son,  William  A.  McLelland,  was 
born  in  Astoria,  Illinois,  in  1850.  He  followed  the  profession  of  a  mining 
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engineer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Colorado,  March  5,  1923.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  an  adherent  of  the 
republican  party.  His  wife  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  July  21, 
1850,  and  died  in  Canton,  Illinois,  February  10,  1924.  Of  English  ancestry 
in  the  paternal  line,  she  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ann  (Burgard) 
Hoffman,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  but  lived  for  several  years  in 
Astoria,  Illinois,  where  both  passed  away.  As  a  young  man  Mr.  Hoffman 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  afterward  becoming  identified  with  the 
butchering  business,  and  subsequently  was  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel. 

His  grandson,  Charles  G.  McLelland,  attended  rural  schools  of  Smith 
county,  Kansas,  and  in  1892  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  As¬ 
toria,  Illinois.  Later  he  was  a  student  in  the  State  School  of  Mines  at 
Boulder,  Colorado,  and  also  took  a  course  in  the  Musselman  Business  Col¬ 
lege  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  After  graduating  from  high  school  he  worked 
for  five  months  in  his  father’s  silver  mine  at  Aspen,  Colorado,  and  follow¬ 
ing  this  was  employed  for  eight  months  as  a  cattle  puncher  on  a  ranch 
in  that  state.  He  then  took  up  a  claim  in  Kansas  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  the  Sunflower  state  for  a  year.  His  patriotic  spirit  prompted 
his  enlistment  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war  and  with 
Company  M,  of  the  Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  he  went  to  Newport 
News,  Virginia,  where  they  went  aboard  a  transport,  but  were  ordered 
back  at  the  time  the  peace  protocol  was  signed. 

When  mustered  out  Mr.  McLelland  was  clerk  of  his  company  and  soon 
afterward  obtained  work  at  Canton,  Illinois,  as  a  molder  in  the  Orrendorf 
Plow  Company.  His  next  position  was  that  of  division  superintendent  of 
the  Quincy  Horse  Railway  Carrying  Company,  with  which  he  spent  two 
years.  During  his  vacation  he  came  to  Buffalo  to  attend  the  Pan-American 
Exposition  and  here  met  T.  E.  Mitten,  whom  he  had  known  in  the  west. 
Through  his  influence  Mr.  McLelland  became  claim  agent  for  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Railway  Company,  which  position  he  held  for  ten  years,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  which  he  repre¬ 
sented  in  a  similar  capacity  for  three  years.  Afterward  he  was  associated 
with  the  Chautauqua  Live  Stock  Insurance  Company  for  three  years  as 
manager  for  western  New  York,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  During  the 
World  war  he  took  charge  of  the  “Work  or  Fight”  campaign  in  Buffalo  as 
executive  secretary  and  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice  Mayor  Buck 
appointed  him  executive  secretary  of  the  committee  to  welcome  home  and 
find  employment  for  returning  veterans.  During  the  following  year  he 
registered  eighteen  thousand  ex-service  men  and  secured  positions  for  ten 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  eight.  When  the  Industrial  Aid  Bureau  was 
created  by  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  civilians  as  well  as  vet¬ 
erans  Mr.  McLelland  was  made  commissioner  of  this  department  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1919,  and  has  since  occupied  the  office.  Exceptionally 
capable,  he  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  unemployed,  amply  jus¬ 
tifying  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  The  department  now  has  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  thousand  registrations  and  through  Mr.  McLelland’s 
untiring  efforts  positions  have  been  secured  for  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  persons — a  notable  record  of  accomplishment.  He  is 
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very  active  in  the  Industrial  Relations  Association,  of  which  he  was  the 
president  for  two  years,  and  is  also  identified  with  the  International  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Public  Employment  Service. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1896,  Mr.  McLelland  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Vancil,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Vancil,  of  Quincy,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  who  passed  away  in  that  city  May  4,  1904.  She  had  become 
the  mother  of  a  son,  Charles  G.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  27,  1900.  After 
his  graduation  from  the  Kenmore  high  school  he  prepared  for  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  an  electrical  engineer  and  is  now  manager  of  the  Tri-State  Public 
Service  Corporation.  He  married  Miss  Georgia  Smith,  of  Kenmore,  New 
York,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Omaha,  Nebraska.  On  the  30th  of 
June,  1906,  Mr.  McLelland  remarried,  choosing  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Ada  Merle,  a  native  of  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Merle,  of  Attica,  this  state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLelland  have  for  the  past  thirteen  years  resided  at 
206  Saranac  avenue,  Buffalo,  and  his  office  is  at  193  Broadway.  He  is  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  services  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
and  in  politics  is  a  strong  republican.  He  has  materially  furthered  the 
interests  of  the  party,  taking  part  in  all  of  its  campaigns,  and  for  twelve 
years  has  had  charge  of  all  speakers  from  the  republican  headquarters. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  committee  on  stabilization  of  employ¬ 
ment.  A  devotee  of  golf,  he  spends  many  of  his  leisure  hours  on  the  links 
and  has  participated  in  practically  all  forms  of  outdoor  sports  except 
tennis.  During  his  student  days  he  played  football  and  was  a  wrestler  for 
years.  Keenly  interested  in  amateur  sports,  he  has  been  a  judge  of  boxing 
matches  for  eight  years  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Niagara  District 
Amateur  Athletic  Association.  As  senior  vice  commander  of  Seyburn 
Liscum  Camp,  No.  12,  he  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  United  Spanish- 
American  War  Veterans  and  he  also  has  membership  in  the  629  Club,  the 
J.  E.  W.  S.  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  the  Masonic  order 
he  has  connection  with  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ; 
and  Zuleika  Grotto.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Order  of  Orioles  and 
also  belongs  to  Buffalo  Eyrie  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  to 
Astoria  Lodge,  No.  112,  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Versatile,  energetic  and  effi¬ 
cient,  Mr.  McLelland’s  career  has  been  one  of  intense  activity  and  marked 
usefulness.  At  all  times  he  has  been  actuated  by  high  ideals  of  service, 
and  nothing  is  foreign  to  him  that  affects  the  welfare  of  his  fellowmen. 


EDWARD  BERKERY 

One  of  the  most  progressive  of  the  younger  generation  of  lawyers  now 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  is  Edward  Berkery,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Berkery,  Barth  &  Ganim,  with  offices  in  the  M.  &  T. 
Trust  building.  During  the  comparatively  short  time  in  which  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession  in  this  city  he  has  made  marked 
progress,  and  has  acquired  a  clientage  of  most  satisfactory  proportions. 
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Mr.  Berkery  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  27,  1904,  a  son  of  Matthew  T. 
and  Nellie  A.  (Kenna)  Berkery,  both  of  whom  were  born  near  Silver 
Springs,  New  York,  members  of  two  of  the  oldest  families  of  that  vicinity. 
Edward  Berkery  has  one  brother,  Matthew  P.  Berkery,  who  is  now  also 
studying  for  the  law. 

Edward  Berkery  finished  his  public  school  education  at  Canisius  high 
school  in  Buffalo,  then  attended  Villanova  College.  Having  determined 
to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work,  he  then  entered  the  law  de¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1927.  Soon  thereafter  he  became  associated  with  the  firm  of 
Wanamaker,  Martina  &  Harrington,  which  connection  continued  until 
November  1,  1929,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Philip  C.  Barth  and 
later  G.  Thomas  Ganim  became  connected  with  the  firm,  which  is  now 
known  as  Berkery,  Barth  &  Ganim.  Mr.  Berkery  holds  membership  in 
the  various  bar  associations,  and  belongs  to  the  Delta  Chi  and  the  Lambda 
Kappa  Delta  fraternities. 


GEORGE  R.  WILKINS 

George  R.  Wilkins,  an  enterprising  business  man,  associated  with  the 
Harrison  Real  Estate  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  was  born  July  18,  1886,  in 
the  city  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Parker  and  Alene 
(Ingersoll)  Wilkins,  both  of  Revolutionary  war  stock.  In  a  direct  line 
he  traces  his  ancestry  to  Bray  Wilkins,  who  sailed  from  England  to 
America  in  1637,  settling  in  Massachusetts,  whence  some  of  his  descend¬ 
ants  migrated  to  New  Hampshire,  and  some  went  to  Vermont,  while 
others  remained  in  Massachusetts.  Stillman  Parker  Wilkins,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  George  R.  Wilkins,  was  born  in  the  Bay  state  and  engaged  in 
general  merchandising.  His  wife,  Clarissa  (Griswold)  Wilkins,  was  also 
a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  both  passed  away  in  Alden,  New  York. 
In  that  town  their  son,  George  Parker  Wilkins,  was  born  April  26,  1851, 
and  following  his  graduation  from  Alexander  Academy  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  undertaking  business,  becoming  president  of  the  Johnson 
&  Wilkins  Company,  prominent  morticians  of  Buffalo,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  on  the  20th  of  November,  1926.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party.  His  wife  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  January  15,  1851,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  December  11,  1921.  She  was  a  daughter  of  David  Inger¬ 
soll,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  for  many  years  made  his  home 
in  Buffalo,  where  his  demise  occurred.  He  married  Hannah  Goodrich, 
who  was  born  in  Winchendon,  Massachusetts,  and  passed  away  in  Chicago. 
Illinois. 

They  were  the  maternal  grandparents  of  George  R.  Wilkins,  who  pur¬ 
sued  his  early  education  in  Buffalo,  completing  a  course  in  school  No.  16 
and  next  becoming  a  pupil  in  the  Masten  Park  high  school,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1903.  Afterward  he  was  a  student  in  Cornell  University 
at  Ithaca,  New  York,  where  he  won  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1907. 
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With  his  return  to  Buffalo  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Haines  Lumber 
Company,  continuing  with  them  for  three  years,  and  afterward  spent  a 
similar  period  with  Spencer  Kellogg  &  Sons,  working  in  the  flaxseed 
department.  His  experience  and  ability  qualified  him  for  executive 
responsibilities  and  from  1913  to  1919  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Frank  L.  Danforth  real  estate  firm.  In  the  latter  year  he  joined  the 
Harrison  Real  Estate  Corporation  as  residential  salesman  and  continues 
in  this  capacity.  In  addition  he  is  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Johnson  &  Wilkins  Company  and  is  thus  following  in  the  business  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father,  manifesting  the  energy  and  keen  powers  of  discern¬ 
ment  which  characterized  the  latter’s  activities  as  a  funeral  director.  The 
company  has  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  Buffalo  and  for  years  has  been  accorded  a  position  of  leadership  in 
undertaking  circles  of  the  city. 

In  October,  1912,  Mr.  Wilkins  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Edith 
Walker,  and  they  have  a  son,  Edward  Walker,  who  was  born  October  8, 
1914,  and  is  attending  the  Nichols  School.  The  residence  of  the  family  is 
at  51  Norwood  avenue  and  Mr.  Wilkins’  brother,  Walter  M.  Wilkins,  an 
able  attorney,  is  also  living  in  Buffalo,  where  the  family  is  widely  and 
favorably  known.  While  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  George  R. 
Wilkins  is  not  a  strong  partisan  and  votes  independently  at  local  elections, 
supporting  the  candidates  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  office.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity,  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Board,  the  Saturn  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Lake  Shore  Hunt  Club,  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Idlewood  Club  of  Lake  View,  New  York,  where  he  spends  the  summer 
months,  enjoying  his  favorite  diversions  of  horseback  riding,  sailing  and 
swimming.  He  possesses  a  pleasing  personality,  is  sincere,  genial  and 
companionable  by  nature  and  has  many  friends,  who  speak  of  him  in 
terms  of  high  regard. 


GEORGE  J.  COCHRANE 

George  J.  Cochrane,  who  for  twenty  years  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  1st  of  May,  1884, 
and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  H.  and  Elizabeth  C.  (Tipping)  Cochrane.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  Timothy  and  Bridget  (Downing)  Cochrane, 
who  came  from  Ireland  to  the  United  States  in  1820.  He  was  a  tailor  by 
trade  and  one  of  the  first  three  tailors  to  establish  the  business  in  this 
city.  To  Timothy  and  Bridget  Cochrane  were  born  eight  children,  Patrick, 
Mary,  Thomas,  Bridget,  Margaret,  Catherine,  Timothy  and  John.  Pat¬ 
rick  Cochrane  also  became  a  tailor  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
lrish-American  Loan  Association,  which  he  served  for  many  years  as 
active  jdce  president,  being  largely  responsible  for  its  successful  develop¬ 
ment  and  growth.  He  died  in  March,  1929.  His  brother  John  served 
Buffalo  for  a  number  of  years  as  city  comptroller.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  George  and  Katherine  (Reilly)  Tipping,  both  of  whom  were 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


467 


natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  the  United  States  about  1825. 
Mr.  Tipping  was  living  in  Buffalo  at  the  time  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war.  He  became  a  first  sergeant  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  and  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Hatcher’s  Run.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  Katherine, 
Bridget,  Mary,  Edward,  Margaret  and  Elizabeth  C.  Patrick  H.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  C.  (Tipping)  Cochrane  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
George  J. ;  Mary,  deceased ;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of  George  J.  Zimmerman ; 
William  J.,  who  married  Miss  Isabel  Stoddart  and  served  in  the  United 
States  Navy  during  the  World  war;  and  Marguerite,  deceased. 

George  J.  Cochrane  attended  St.  Joseph’s  College  and  graduated  from 
the  old  Central  high  school  in  1903.  He  was  appointed  to  a  cadetship  at 
the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  where  he  completed 
three  years  of  the  course.  In  1910  he  entered  the  law  school  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1910,  in  the  following  year  was  admitted  to  practice  and  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Crangle  &  Cochrane.  Later  he  was  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Frohe  &  Cochrane,  but  is  now  alone  in  the  practice,  having  his 
office  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building.  Well  grounded  in  the  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  jurisprudence,  a  constant  student  of  the  law  and  keeping  in  close 
touch  with  the  latest  court  decisions  and  precedents,  he  has  proved  a  de¬ 
pendable  counselor  and  advocate  and  has  been  very  successful  in  protect¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  his  clients. 

Mr.  Cochrane  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Coonan,  a 
daughter  of  John  T.  and  Nellie  (Roberts)  Coonan.  To  them  have  been 
born  six  children,  John  P.,  George  J.,  Stephen  R.,  Kevin,  Donald  and 
Allan  C.  Mr.  Cochrane  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  having  enlisted  at 
Buffalo  in  June,  1918.  He  was  sent  to  the  officers  training  school  at  Camp 
Zachary  Taylor,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  was  commissioned  a  first 
lieutenant  of  field  artillery,  which  rank  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  honor¬ 
able  discharge,  December  11,  1918.  Prior  to  his  World  war  service,  Mr. 
Cochrane  had  served  for  three  years  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Sixty- 
fifth  Regiment  New  York  National  Guard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park 
Club,  the  Marshall  Club,  the  United  States  Army  Athletic  Association  and 
the  Association  of  Graduates  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy.  He 
maintains  professional  affiliation  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 


RICHARD  ALLEN  FRIEDSON 

Richard  Allen  Friedson  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  at  Buffalo  since  February,  1919,  and  now  has  his  offices  in  the 
Stock  Exchange  building.  Mr.  Friedson  was  born  at  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  January  8,  1890,  a  son  of  Max  and  Chouny  (Halprin)  Friedson. 
Max  Friedson  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Russia,  near  Archangel, 
and  his  wife  was  also  born  in  that  vicinity.  They  were  married  there 
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and  five  children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Anna,  Sonia,  Meyer  (de¬ 
ceased),  Ida,  and  John  G.  The  last  named  is  a  practicing  attorney  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  having  graduated  at  Boston  University.  In  1886 
the  family  came  to  America.  The  father  was  a  jeweler  by  trade,  and  first 
followed  this  business  in  New  York  city.  They  later  moved  to  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  and  here  also  he  engaged  in  the  same  business,  and  later 
founded  a  jewelry  store  in  that  city. 

Richard  A.  Friedson  was  educated  at  Worcester  Academy,  and  in  1910 
received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  Boston  University.  He  first 
established  an  office  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  remained  for  seven 
years.  During  the  World  war,  he  served  with  the  Jewish  Welfare  Board 
at  Camp  Merritt,  New  Jersey.  In  February,  1919,  after  his  release  from 
war  service,  he  located  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  During  his  work  in  At¬ 
lanta,  he  was  appointed  assistant  district  attorney.  His  practice  now  is 
general  in  character,  and  he  has  a  large  clientele  in  Buffalo.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Friedson  married  Miss  Sadie  Greenstone,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Millicent  (Olenberg)  Greenstone,  of  Rochester,  New  York.  Prior  to 
her  marriage,  Mrs.  Friedson  taught  school  in  Rochester.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Friedson  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children,  Selma  Betty,  Robert 
Bliss,  and  Marilyn  Ruth. 


G.  RAYNOLDS  STEARNS,  JR. 

One  of  the  well  known  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  is 
G.  Raynolds  Stearns,  Jr.,  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Messer  &  Stearns. 
He  has  attained  a  most  creditable  position  in  the  legal  profession  and  has 
likewise  been  active  in  the  work  of  his  political  party  and  has  in  numer¬ 
ous  other  ways  proven  a  valuable  citizen  of  this  community. 

He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  November  5,  1889,  a  son  of  Dr. 
George  R.  and  Jennie  (Olver)  Stearns.  Dr.  Stearns,  a  son  of  George 
Chapin  and  Mary  Schauffler  (Raynolds)  Stearns,  was  also  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  born  March  20,  1853,  and  died  here  August  8,  1913.  He  was  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  daughter,  Elizabeth  G.  Stearns,  and  by  his  widow,  who  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  marriage  was  Miss  Jennie  Olver,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  where 
her  death  occurred  July  30,  1923.  Dr.  George  R.  Stearns  received  both 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts  degrees  from  the  University  of 
Rochester,  after  which  he  obtained  his  medical  education  at  the  New 
York  Homeopathic  Medical  College  and  Flower  Hospital,  completing  his 
professional  training  in  1879.  He  immediately  began  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  at  Buffalo,  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Buffalo 
Homeopathic  Hospital  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  also  chief  ob¬ 
stetrician  for  that  institution.  He  was  a  ruling  elder  for  many  years  in 
the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church. 

G.  Raynolds  Stearns,  Jr.,  attended  public  school  No.  16  and  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  high  school  in  Buffalo,  completing  his  studies  in  1909,  following  which 
he  attended  Columbia  University  at  New  York  city,  which  institution 
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conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1913.  Mr.  Stearns 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  Columbia  Law  School,  and  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1915.  In  1917  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  York  state,  and  for  a  time  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of 
Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass,  as  a  clerk.  Mr.  Stearns’  legal  career 
was  interrupted  by  his  service  in  the  United  States  Army,  but  after  his 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  was  associated  with  the 
firm  of  Messer  &  Groat  for  two  years.  Then  for  two  years  he  acted  as 
under  sheriff  of  Erie  county  under  Sheriff  William  F.  Waldow.  Mr. 
Groat  died  at  this  time,  and  then  Mr.  Stearns  and  L.  Franklin  Messer 
formed  the  law  firm  of  Messer  &  Stearns.  Mr.  Stearns  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Bar  Association,  also  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 
For  the  past  three  years  he  has  been  supervisor  of  the  twenty-fourth 
ward  of  Buffalo.  He  is  an  elder  in  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church  and  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  club  and  fraternal  life  of 
Buffalo,  having,  at  this  time,  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
the  University  Club,  the  Marshall  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity,  the  American  Legion,  and  the  Columbia 
University  Alumni  of  Buffalo,  of  which  organization  he  is  now  president. 

Mr.  Stearns  was  a  member  of  Troop  I,  New  York  Cavalry,  in  service 
on  the  Mexican  border  from  June,  1916,  until  March,  1917.  He  was  then 
assigned  to  the  officers  training  school  at  Fort  Niagara  for  three  months, 
and  while  there  received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  of  infantry. 
He  was  then  stationed  at  Camp  Travis,  Texas,  from  December,  1917,  until 
January,  1919,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  having  previ¬ 
ously  gained  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

On  April  5,  1917,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Stearns  was  married  to  Miss  Vir¬ 
ginia  E.  Bartlett,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  G.  Hunter  and 
Alice  M.  (Evans)  Bartlett,  also  natives  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Stearns  was 
educated  at  St.  Margaret’s  School  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Seminary, 
and  also  has  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Smith  College.  She  is  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  parish,  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club 
of  Buffalo,  and  the  Smith  Alumni  Association.  Mr.  Stearns’  residence  is 
at  1083  Delaware  avenue. 


CARL  S.  HEMBERGER 

Carl  S.  Hemberger,  who  is  engaged  successfully  in  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  as  supervisor  of  the  Home  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  with  offices  in  the  Liberty  Bank  building,  is  a  native  of  Tallapoosa, 
Georgia,  his  birth  having  occurred  July  7,  1896.  He  is  a  son  of  John  W. 
and  Margaret  (Weis)  Hemberger.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
is  now  residing  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  associated  with  the  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company  at  Lackawanna,  with  which  concern  he  has  been  connected  for 
over  twenty-eight  years.  His  wife  was  likewise  a  native  of  Germany. 

Carl  S.  Hemberger  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  and 
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when  a  young  man  entered  the  law  office  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  & 
Bass.  He  remained  here  a  few  months,  then  secured  a  position  with  the 
Iroquois  Gas  Company  in  a  clerical  capacity.  He  was  with  the  latter  com¬ 
pany  for  about  eight  years.  In  May,  1918,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy  as  an  apprentice,  and  was  sent  to  Harvard  University  as  a  student 
wireless  operator.  He  remained  in  the  service  until  February  22,  1919, 
when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  university.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Navy  Reserve  Force.  Following  his  release 
from  the  government  service,  Mr.  Hemberger  entered  the  general  insur¬ 
ance  business,  and  in  this  has  remained  ever  since.  In  political  affairs, 
he  has  followed  an  independent  course.  His  religion  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Bene¬ 
volent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Buffalo  Life  Underwriters’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  American  Legion. 

In  the  Holy  Name  Church  at  Buffalo,  on  June  20,  1920,  Mr.  Hem¬ 
berger  was  married  to  Catherine  Frances  O’Mally  of  this  city,  a  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Bridget  (Powell)  O’Mally,  natives  of  Ireland  and  now 
residents  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemberger  have  one  child :  Robert 
Carl,  born  August  10,  1927.  The  family  residence  is  situated  at  110 
McKinley  avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York. 


ROBERT  L.  STREBEL 

Among  the  junior  members  of  the  law  profession  in  Buffalo  who  have 
achieved  noteworthy  success  during  the  years  they  have  practiced  is  num¬ 
bered  Robert  L.  Strebel,  who  is  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Strebel, 
Corey  &  Tubbs  at  1413  Liberty  Bank  building,  the  senior  member  of 
which  firm  is  his  father,  Edward  D.  Strebel.  For  eight  years  Mr.  Strebel 
has  engaged  in  law  practice,  and  has  been  uncommonly  successful  in  the 
litigation  which  he  has  conducted.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  and 
made  an  honorable  record  in  active  service  overseas,  while  in  civic  and 
social  affairs  of  Buffalo  he  has  always  shown  a  commendable  interest. 

Robert  L.  Strebel  was  born  in  this  city,  April  7,  1894,  and  is  a  son  of 
Edward  D.  and  Katherine  P.  (Giesser)  Strebel,  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  publication.  He  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  high  school,  then  pur¬ 
sued  a  classical  course  at  Cornell  University,  which  institution  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1916.  During  the  World  war 
he  served  overseas  for  a  period  of  eighteen  months  as  a  member  of  the 
Three  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  participated  in 
a  number  of  the  important  actions  of  that  time.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He 
is  now  a  member  of  the  American  Legion. 

Mr.  Strebel  began  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from 
which  school  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1922.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  on  June  22  of  that  year,  and  was 
then  associated  with  the  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey,  Tubbs  &  Beals,  and  later 
with  Strebel,  Corey  &  Tubbs,  becoming  a  full  member  of  the  firm  Janu- 
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ary  1,  1923.  This  well-known  legal  organization  engages  chiefly  in  real 
estate,  surrogate,  and  corporation  litigation. 

Robert  L.  Strebel  was  married  in  Buffalo,  June  7,  1922,  to  Miss  Laura 
Kramer,  a  native  of  this  city,  a  high  school  graduate  and  a  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kramer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strebel  have  a  daughter,  Barbara 
Jane,  born  January  29,  1924. 

Mr.  Strebel  holds  membership  in  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory  and 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  republican  in  his  political 
views. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  CONNERS,  Sr. 

The  name  of  the  late  William  J.  Conners,  Sr.,  is  written  large  and  in¬ 
delibly  in  the  history  of  Buffalo,  the  Niagara  Frontier,  his  state,  and  the 
Great  Lakes  region.  His  sudden  death  on  October  5,  1929,  ended  a  career 
that  is  one  of  the  romances  in  American  business  life.  Through  the  sheer 
force  of  indefatigable  industry  and  a  most  remarkable  ability  he  rose 
from  obscurity  to  heights  of  power  and  influence,  and  in  the  passing  of 
this  widely  known  newspaper  publisher,  financier,  civic  leader  and  philan¬ 
thropist,  Buffalo  lost  one  of  its  foremost  citizens  whose  fame  was  nation¬ 
wide. 

William  J.  Conners  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  January  3,  1857,  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Scanlan)  Conners.  His  educational  opportunities 
were  very  limited,  for  he  left  public  school  when  a  youth  of  thirteen  years. 
His  first  job  was  on  a  lake  steamer  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was 
employed  on  boats  and  on  the  waterfront,  a  portion  of  his  labor  having  to 
do  with  the  handling  of  package  freight  on  the  wharves.  Realizing  that 
there  was  a  field  for  an  organized  system  of  loading  and  unloading  freight, 
he  began  as  a  contractor  for  this  work  and  as  the  merit  of  the  system  was 
established  he  rapidly  expanded  the  business  until  in  time  he  practically 
controlled  all  the  freight-handling  business  at  all  the  big  ports  along  the 
Great  Lakes,  having  contracts  for  loading  and  unloading  the  cargoes  for 
a  number  of  the  largest  steamship  lines.  He  became  known  as  the  largest 
Height  contractor  in  the  country,  employing  in  this  work  between  three 
thousand  and  four  thousand  men.  For  many  years  his  pay-roll  was  the 
largest  in  Buffalo  and  western  New  York.  His  activities  led  to  other  fields 
and  in  1889  he  became  president  of  the  Vulcanite  Asphalt  Paving  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  following  year  became  president  of  the  Magnus  Beck  Brew¬ 
ing  Company.  He  also  became  interested  in  South  Buffalo  real  estate, 
acquiring  considerable  property  in  that  section  of  the  city  and  doing  much 
to  improve  his  holdings  there. 

Mr.  Conners  entered  the  newspaper  field  in  December,  1895,  when  he 
purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Enquirer,  and  under  his 
able  management  the  circulation  was  soon  increased  more  than  threefold. 
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In  1896  he  became  the  sole  owner  and  the  property  was  modernized  with 
the  latest  types  of  machinery  and  presses.  Mr.  Conners  later  established 
the  Morning  Record,  the  first  morning  one-cent  paper  in  Buffalo,  which  be¬ 
came  an  immediate  success.  His  influence  in  the  publishing  business  con¬ 
tinued  to  expand  and  in  May,  1897,  he  bought  the  old  Buffalo  Courier, 
merging  it  with  the  Record,  under  the  name  of  the  Courier-Record,  which 
was  later  shortened  to  the  Buffalo  Courier.  Mr.  Conners  continued  with 
the  publication  of  the  Buffalo  Courier  until  January,  1925,  when  it  was 
transformed  into  a  tabloid  newspaper  under  the  name  of  the  Daily  Star. 
This  paper  was  discontinued  in  June,  1926,  following  the  merger  of  the 
Buffalo  Courier  and  the  Buffalo  Express  into  one  great  morning  news¬ 
paper,  the  Courier-Express.  Mr.  Conners  was  the  first  newspaper  pub¬ 
lisher  in  Buffalo  to  introduce  the  colored  supplement,  and  with  other  fea¬ 
tures  which  he  so  wisely  chose,  his  journal  attracted  attention  all  over 
the  country  for  its  rapid  growth. 

As  a  young  man  Mr.  Conners  was  a  republican.  After  his  purchase  of 
the  Courier,  a  strong  democratic  organ,  he  changed  his  personal  politics 
and  continued  the  old  policy  of  the  paper.  He  soon  became  a  leader  in  the 
democratic  party  and  in  1906  was  elected  chairman  of  the  democratic  state 
committee,  thus  serving  until  1910.  In  1911  because  of  the  pressure  of 
his  extensive  business  interests,  he  retired  from  the  state  committee.  He 
was  the  first  newspaper  publisher  to  advance  Woodrow  Wilson  as  presi¬ 
dential  timber,  and  was  a  warm  personal  friend  of  William  Randolph 
Hearst  and  sponsored  the  latter’s  candidacy  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina¬ 
tion  in  1922.  Mr.  Conners  was  chairman  of  the  New  York  state  commis¬ 
sion  which  had  charge  of  the  celebration  of  Perry’s  centennial  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1913,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  successful  events  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Empire  state. 

In  1916  he  organized  the  Great  Lakes  Transit  Corporation,  which  gave 
him  control  of  practically  all  of  the  railroad  lake  transportation  inter- 
ests,  including  the  largest  fleet  of  package  freight  and  passenger  steam¬ 
ships,  with  one  exception,  that  ever  had  been  assembled  by  a  single  Ameri¬ 
can  company  on  the  Great  Lakes.  This  corporation,  with  a  capital  of 
twenty  million  dollars,  controlled  about  thirty-five  big  freight  boats,  some 
passenger  vessels  and  splendid  terminal  facilities  in  many  lake  cities,  as 
well  as  about  eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  package  freighters  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  Mr.  Conners  became  chairman  of  the  board  of  this  great  organi¬ 
zation.  He  became  interested  in  Florida  development  in  1917,  purchasing 
a  tract  of  land  of  about  five  thousand  acres  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Okee¬ 
chobee,  and  later  adding  to  his  holdings.  With  his  characteristic  energy 
he  set  out  to  make  this  the  finest  farm  in  the  south.  Reclamation  and 
development  work  went  along  on  a  large  scale.  This  property,  stocked 
with  thoroughbred  cattle  and  hogs,  became  one  of  the  outstanding  stock 
farms  of  southern  Florida.  In  May,  1923,  Mr.  Conners  began  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Conners  highway  of  more  than  fifty  miles  around  the 
shore  of  Lake  Okeechobee  and  connecting  with  a  road  out  of  Palm  Beach. 
This  was  completed  in  July  of  the  following  year  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
two  million  dollars  and  operated  as  a  toll  road  by  the  Conners  Florida 
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Highway,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr.  Conners  was  the  president  and  principal  stock¬ 
holder.  He  also  entered  into  contract  with  the  state  of  Florida  for  the 
building  of  the  Harding  memorial  bridge  across  the  Kissimmee  river,  west 
of  Lake  Okeechobee,  which  was  completed  in  record  time. 

In  1921  Mr.  Conners  leased  the  New  York  Central  car  shops  in  East 
Buffalo,  which  had  been  idle  many  months  during  the  after-the-war-de- 
pression,  and  reopened  them  under  the  name  of  the  W.  J.  Conners  Car 
Company  and  soon  had  them  operating  at  capacity  and  furnishing  employ¬ 
ment  to  hundreds  of  idle  men.  This  action  was  generally  regarded  as 
marking  the  beginning  of  the  industrial  prosperity  of  the  city.  During 
the  war  Mr.  Conners  offered  to  the  government  all  or  any  of  the  fine  fleet 
of  ships  of  the  Great  Lakes  Transit  Corporation  at  any  price  it  chose  to 
fix.  Desiring  to  spend  more  of  his  time  in  Florida,  Mr.  Conners  in  1919 
turned  over  the  active  direction  of  his  newspaper  interests  to  his  son, 
William  J.  Conners,  Jr.,  who  became  the  publisher.  He  likewise  turned 
over  to  his  son  the  direction  of  all  his  northern  properties,  including  the 
Great  Lakes  Transit  Corporation  and  the  W.  J.  Conners  Car  Shops,  and 
William  J.  Conners,  Jr.,  later  became  senior  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Great  Lakes  Transit  Corporation. 

In  1925  Mr.  Conners  set  aside  one  million  dollars  in  a  fund  known  as 
the  William  J.  Conners  Foundation,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  poor  and 
needy.  Believing  that  charity  knows  no  religion,  race  or  creed,  he  appointed 
a  board  of  trustees  composed  of  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews  that  there 
might  be  no  misinterpretation  of  his  thoughts.  Since  the  establishment 
of  the  fund  the  trustees  have  disbursed  large  sums  of  money  to  organized 
charities.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Conners  inaugurated  the  annual  custom  of 
presenting  a  gold  medal  for  the  most  meritorious  act  performed  by  a 
Buffalo  police  officer  during  the  year.  This  award,  known  as  the  William 
J.  Conners  gold  medal,  is  being  continued  by  his  son,  William  J.  Conners, 
Jr.  Mr.  Conners  was  very  active  in  motor-boat  racing  and  was  the  owner 
of  several  of  the  fastest  craft  of  their  type  in  the  country.  He  was  an 
ex-commodore  of  the  Buffalo  Motor  Boat  Club. 

In  the  summer  of  1929,  Mr.  Conners  was  tendered  a  fine  tribute  by  a 
large  number  of  representative  men  of  Buffalo  when  he  was  presented  with 
a  beautiful  silver  loving  cup  bearing  the  following  inscription:  “Presented 
by  a  group  of  his  fellow  townsmen  to  William  J.  Conners,  Sr.,  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  admiration  for  his  achievements,  the  results  of  vision,  action 
and  courage.”  A  short  time  previous  to  his  death  Mr.  Conners  announced 
his  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  his  newspaper  at  Main  and 
Goodell  streets.  This  magnificent  building  and  thoroughly  modern  plant 
was  formally  dedicated  in  December,  1930.  Mr.  Conners  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Great  Lakes  Transit  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express,  president 
of  the  Conners  Florida  Highway,  Inc.,  the  W.  J.  Conners  Contracting 
Company,  George  W.  Jenings,  Inc.,  the  W.  J.  Conners  Realty  Corporation, 
the  Conners  Holding  Company  and  the  Okeechobee  Company.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club  and  the  Whitehall  Club  of  New  York.  He  was  a  Roman  Catholic  in 
religious  faith. 
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Mr.  Conners  was  married  (first)  in  1881  to  Catharine  Mahany  of 
Buffalo,  who  died  leaving  three  children:  Peter  Newell,  who  died  in  1906, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  while  a  student  at  the  Orchard  Lake  Mili¬ 
tary  Academy ;  Mary,  who  married  Edwin  C.  Andrews ;  and  Katherine,  the 
wife  of  Francis  X.  Ryan,  of  Pasadena,  California.  In  1893,  Mr.  Conners 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mary  Alice  Jordan,  of 
West  Seneca,  New  York,  and  the  children  of  that  union  were:  Alice,  who 
married  Sherman  J.  Sexton  of  Chicago ;  Ruth,  the  wife  of  Donald  Tuppen ; 
and  William  J.,  Jr.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Jordan)  Conners  died  in  1924.  The  third  wife  of  Mr.  Con¬ 
ners  was  Grace  I.  Hammond,  who  survives  him.  Mr.  Conners’  Buffalo 
residence  was  at  1140  Delaware  avenue  and  his  winter  home  for  many 
years  was  at  Palm  Beach,  Florida. 


J.  FRANK  TUCKER 

J.  Frank  Tucker,  who  is  vice  president,  treasurer,  and  a  director  of 
the  Merchants  Mutual  Casualty  Company,  of  Buffalo,  had  a  long  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  New  York  state  insurance  department  before  he  came  to  this 
city  in  1922.  He  is  a  well  known  authority  on  insurance  matters,  and 
holds  a  number  of  executive  positions  of  importance  in  addition  to  the 
above  named.  He  is  vice  president,  treasurer,  and  a  director  of  the 
Guardian  Casualty  Company;  treasurer  of  J.  R.  Young  &  Company, 
Incorporated;  treasurer  of  the  Merchants  Agency  Company,  Incorporated; 
vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Metropolitan  Commercial  Corporation 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Automobile  Club  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Tucker  has  entered  into  the  various  affairs  of  Buffalo 
with  public-spirited  interest  since  making  this  city  his  home,  and  has 
created  a  most  favorable  reputation  for  himself. 

Born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  February  28,  1880  J.  Frank  Tucker 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Leonard  N.  and  Rosa  D.  (Wait)  Tucker.  The  father 
was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  in  1853,  and  died  in  Watertown, 
New’  York,  in  1914.  He  was  a  farmer  prior  to  his  retirement  in  his  later 
years,  and  was  known  as  a  stanch  prohibitionist.  His  church  was  the 
Methodist  Episcopal.  He  was  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Tucker,  of  whom  the  former  was  of  English  descent,  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  died  in  Jefferson  county,  while  his  wife,  who  died  in  Jefferson 
county  in  1907,  came  to  America  from  Germany  on  a  sailing  vessel. 
Rosa  D.  (Wait)  Tucker,  the  mother  of  J.  Frank,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  in  1851,  and  died  at  Watertown  in  1907.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Anna  (Getman)  Wait.  Her  father,  a  native 
New  Yorker,  died  in  Jefferson  county  after  a  lifetime  of  farming.  His 
wife  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  valley  of  New  York,  of  Revolutionary  stock. 
Jeremiah  Wait  was  a  son  of  John  Stark  Wait  of  Jefferson  county,  New 
York. 

J.  Frank  Tucker  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Watertown, 
New  York,  and  also  took  a  business  course  in  that  city.  He  then  became 
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associated  with  the  International  Paper  Company  at  Watertown  for  six 
years,  first  as  stenographer,  then  as  shipping  clerk.  He  next  became  book¬ 
keeper  and  office  manager  for  the  Watertown  Thermometer  Company  con¬ 
tinuing  until  1909,  when  he  went  to  Rochester,  New  York,  and  for  one 
year  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Taylor  Instrument  Company.  In  1910,  he 
accepted  a  position  at  New  York  city  as  assistant  examiner  in  the  New 
York  state  insurance  department,  which  was  his  introduction  to  the  insur¬ 
ance  business.  Later  he  became  examiner  and  afterward  assistant  chief 
examiner.  He  remained  with  the  state  insurance  department  until  the 
year  1922,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  becoming  assist¬ 
ant  treasurer  of  the  Merchants  Mutual  Casualty  Company.  In  1923  he 
was  appointed  treasurer,  and  subsequently  became  vice  president  and  di¬ 
rector  as  well,  which  positions  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Tucker’s  numerous 
other  official  positions  are  noted  in  a  foregoing  paragraph. 

Mr.  Tucker  has  given  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party, 
and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automo¬ 
bile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences. 

On  September  15,  1906,  J.  Frank  Tucker  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Frances  Dean  Waite,  a  native  of  Watertown,  New  York,  where  the 
wedding  occurred,  and  a  daughter  of  Hamilton  Dean  and  Fannie  (Dick- 
erman)  Waite,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father 
now  deceased,  was  a  prominent  merchant,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
His  widow  now  lives  in  New  York  city.  Mrs.  Tucker  completed  her  edu¬ 
cation  by  graduation  from  the  Watertown  high  school.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  have  become  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Rosalie  Getman  Tucker,  who  was  born  February  25,  1908,  attended 
Adelphi  Academy  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  the  Packer  Institute  of 
Brooklyn,  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  from  Vassar 
College,  and  is  now  studying  music  at  Oberlin  Conservatory,  in  Oberlin, 
Ohio. 


CHARLES  G.  BARTH 

Engaged  successfully  in  the  general  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  with 
offices  at  618  Erie  County  Bank  building,  Charles  G.  Barth  occupies  a  very 
favorable  position  as  an  attorney  and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  has 
ably  conducted  much  litigation  of  diverse  nature.  He  is  a  native  son  of 
Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  May  3,  1895,  his  parents  being 
Frank  and  Mary  (Baier)  Barth.  The  former,  now  deceased,  was  a  son  of 
Frank  and  Catherine  (Oblinger)  Barth,  and  came  to  this  country  from 
France  with  his  parents  in  1871.  He  lived  in  Buffalo,  in  which  city  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  hotel.  Mary  (Baier)  Barth,  the  mother  of  Charles  G. 
Barth,  was  a  daughter  of  Wendelin  and  Mary  (Brendel)  Baier,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  mother,  who  was  a  widow  at  the  time.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Barth  were  the  parents  of  six  children;  Mary,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Michael  Boehler ;  Charles  G. ;  Frank  L.,  who  served  overseas  in 
the  World  war ;  Antoinette ;  Florence,  who  became  the  wife  of  Otto  Luth- 
ringer;  and  Philip  C. 

Charles  G.  Barth,  after  attending  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  pursued 
his  higher  studies  at  Canisius  College,  which  conferred  upon  him  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1915  and  the  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  1916. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  re¬ 
ceived  from  that  institution  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1918.  Mr. 
Barth  joined  the  colors  when  the  United  States  entered  the  war  against 
Germany,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  and  at  Plattsburg,  and  received  a  com¬ 
mission  as  second  lieutenant.  After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  Mr. 
Barth  returned  to  Buffalo  and  opened  an  office  for  the  general  practice  of 
law,  in  which  he  has  continued  without  interruption  to  this  time.  He  has 
interested  himself  in  different  business  enterprises  in  addition  to  his  prac¬ 
tice,  and  is  now  a  director  of  the  Riverside  Finance  Corporation,  the  New 
York  Bricote  Company,  and  the  Regal  Insurance  Agency.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association. 

On  June  11,  1925,  Mr.  Barth  married  Miss  Olive  Schneggenburger,  who 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Theresa  Schneggenburger. 


J.  N.  VAN  DENBERGE 

J.  N.  Van  Denberge,  who  since  starting  out  in  business  life  has  been 
connected  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Railroad  Company,  has  won 
steady  promotion  from  the  humble  position  of  office  boy  to  general  agent 
of  the  freight  department  at  the  city  of  Buffalo.  He  has  given  loyal, 
efficient  and  untiring  service  to  his  company,  and  holds  a  high  and  well- 
merited  rating  in  the  official  personnel.  A  native  of  Albany,  New  York, 
his  birth  having  here  occurred  February  8,  1889,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late 
James  N.  and  Catherine  (Christman)  Van  Denberge.  The  father,  also 
born  in  Albany,  died  in  Passaic,  New  Jersey.  He  was  a  painting  and 
decorating  contractor,  and  in  politics  was  a  republican.  His  wife  was  like¬ 
wise  born  in  Albany,  and  died  in  Passaic,  but  both  she  and  her  husband 
now  rest  at  Albany.  James  N.  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  Van  Denberge,  a 
native  of  Holland,  who  was  a  cabinetmaker,  and  died  in  Albany. 

J.  N.  Van  Denberge  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city  and  then  became  associated  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Rail¬ 
road  at  Albany  as  an  office  boy  in  the  freight  department.  While  so 
engaged,  and  inspired  by  youthful  ambition,  he  took  a  stenographic  course 
in  night  school.  Having  completed  this  preparation,  he  became  a  steno¬ 
grapher  in  the  same  department,  and  then  rate  clerk  in  the  traffic  depart¬ 
ment  at  Albany.  Next  he  was  promoted  to  traffic  inspector,  then  became 
chief  clerk  in  the  general  eastern  freight  agent’s  office  at  Albany.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  traveling  freight  agent,  and  while  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  office  he  lived  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  but  reported  to  the  Buf¬ 
falo  office.  In  1927  his  services  were  rewarded  by  the  railroad  company 
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in  his  appointment  as  general  agent  for  the  freight  department  of  the 
company  at  Buffalo,  which  is  his  present  incumbency. 

At  Albany,  New  York,  on  December  31,  1907,  Mr.  Van  Denberge  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Schreenan,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and  Matilda 
(Johnson)  Schreenan,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Albany.  The  father  is 
deceased,  and  his  widow  resides  in  the  capital  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Denberge  have  become  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  R.,  who 
was  born  January  30,  1909,  in  Albany,  graduated  from  high  school  at 
Detroit,  then  took  a  secretarial  course  at  the  Hurst’s  Private  School  of 
Buffalo,  and  is  now  a  stenographer  for  the  Lang  Creamery  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Van  Denberge  is  a  member  of  the  Transportation  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Central  Railroad  Club  of  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Passenger  Association,  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Albany  Lodge,  No.  49,  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  diversions  are  golf  and  baseball. 


NATHAN  S.  SILVERBERG 

Numbered  among  the  successful  young  lawyers  of  Buffalo,  Nathan  S. 
Silverberg  is  engaged  in  the  general  practice  with  offices  in  the  Brisbane 
building.  He  is  a  native  of  this  city,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1900.  He  is  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Rebecca  (Meyer)  Silverberg, 
and  a  grandson  of  Emanuel  Silverberg,  a  merchant,  who  spent  his  life 
in  Poland.  Mathias  Silverberg,  who  is  a  retired  merchant  of  Buffalo, 
was  born  at  Plock,  Poland,  and  is  a  veteran  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war. 
He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Arith  Sholem  Orthodox  Jewish 
Church.  Rebecca  (Meyer)  Silverberg  was  born  in  Poland  also.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  a  daughter:  Nathan  S.,  Harry,  who  is  a 
dental  surgeon;  Emanuel,  who  is  an  investment  broker;  Sigmund  B.,  who 
is  a  physician;  and  Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Rosenthal.  All  of 
the  family  reside  in  Buffalo. 

Nathan  S.  Silverberg  finished  his  public  school  education  at  Masten 
Park  high  school,  graduating  in  1921.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  institution  he  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1925,  and  in  June,  1926,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  New  York  state.  During  his  attendance  at  the  university,  he  was 
associated  with  George  Graham  Smith,  a  lawyer,  as  a  clerk.  Mr.  Silver¬ 
berg  had  his  offices  in  the  Gerrans  building  for  a  year,  then  moved  to  the 
Brisbane  building.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
and  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association. 

In  politics  Mr.  Silverberg  is  a  republican,  and  his  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  of  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  Benevolent  Lodge, 
No.  644,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to  Jonathan  and  David  Lodge, 
No.  580,  Knights  of  Pythias,  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  and  past  chancellor  of  the  Omicron  Alpha  Tau 
collegiate  fraternity,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Blackstone  Legal  Society 
while  in  the  university,  also  the  Intercollegiate  Menorah  Association.  Dur- 
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mg  the  World  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Genesee  Moselle  Business  Association,  Incorporated, 
of  Buffalo. 

On  June  17,  1928,  in  Rochester,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Nathan  S.  Silverberg  and  Esther  Wolin,  a  native  of  Rochester,  and  a 
daughter  of  Kiefman  Lieb  Wolin,  a  prominent  hotel  proprietor  and  mer¬ 
chant  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Silverberg  graduated  from  high  school  in  Roches¬ 
ter,  New  York,  and  also  from  the  Geneseo  Normal  School.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  she  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Rochester.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  congregation  of  Buffalo  and  the  various  wom¬ 
en’s  organizations  of  that  church ;  and  is  also  in  charge  of  the  Girls’  Re¬ 
serve  Club  of  the  local  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association. 


LARS  S.  POTTER 

For  nearly  twenty  years,  Lars  S.  Potter  has  been  connected  with  the  in¬ 
vestment  securities  business,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  widely  known 
and  reputable  firm  of  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Co.,  Inc.,  with  offices  at  Court  and 
Pearl  streets  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Potter  has  proved  a  worthy  citi¬ 
zen  of  his  native  community  aside  from  his  successful  career  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  has  been  active  in  club  and  fraternal  affairs,  also  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  movements  of  civic  nature  which  he  has  considered  of  merit. 

The  birth  of  Lars  S.  Potter  occurred  in  Buffalo,  June  21,  1888,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Dr.  Frank  Hamilton  and  Eva  (Sellstedt)  Potter.  The  father 
was  likewise  the  son  of  a  physician,  Dr.  Warren  W.  Potter,  who  was  born 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  and  served  throughout  the  Civil  war  in  the  Union 
Army.  Dr.  Frank  H.  Potter,  a  native  of  Batavia,  New  York,  became  a 
nose  and  throat  specialist  of  high  standing  in  Buffalo,  where  he  passed 
away.  Mrs.  Eva  (Sellstedt)  Potter,  mother  of  Lars  S.  Potter  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lars  G.  and  Caroline  (Scott)  Sellstedt,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where 
she  is  now  living.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  and  died  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  was  an  artist  and  portrait  painter.  His  wife  spent  her 
entire  life  in  the  Empire  state. 

Lars  S.  Potter  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  and  in 
1910  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Williams  College.  He  then 
became  associated  with  Larkin  &  Company,  of  Buffalo,  in  the  factory  pur¬ 
chasing  department,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Later  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  White,  Weld  &  Company  of  New  York  city,  dealers  in  invest¬ 
ment  securities,  in  their  Buffalo  office,  where  he  was  manager  prior  to 
December  20,  1915,  when  the  firm  of  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Co.,  Inc.,  was  or¬ 
ganized.  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Co.,  Inc.,  have  been  actively  identified  with 
the  original  financing,  underwriting  and  reorganization  of  many  public 
utility  and  industrial  companies  in  western  New  York.  Roland  Lord 
O’Brian  and  Lars'  S.  Potter  have  been  continuously  with  the  firm  and 
active  in  the  investment  business  in  western  New  York  since  its  inception. 
The  officers  of  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Co.,  Inc.,  are  as  follows:  Roland  Lord 
O’Brian,  president;  Joseph  Mattison,  executive  vice  president  and  treas- 
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urer;  Lars  S.  Potter,  vice  president  and  secretary;  Joseph  P.  Fell,  vice 
president;  Roger  C.  Adams,  assistant  vice  president;  George  S.  Staniland, 
assistant  vice  president;  Samuel  S.  Mitchell,  assistant  vice  president;  Ray¬ 
mond  McLane,  assistant  vice  president ;  Edwin  S.  Edwards,  assistant  sec¬ 
retary;  and  Charles  A.  Wolsley,  assistant  secretary.  O’Brian,  Potter  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  started  business  in  the  Marine  Trust  building.  In  1920  the  firm 
purchased  the  building  at  215  Main  street,  where  it  occupied  quarters  for 
eleven  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  a  remomal  was  made  to 
the  newly  constructed  building  at  Court  and  Pearl  streets.  The  new 
quarters  are  said  to  be  the  most  modern  investment  offices  in  the  state 
outside  of  New  York  city.  Every  facility  for  the  transaction  of  an  invest¬ 
ment  business  has  been  provided.  Lars  S.  Potter  is  a  director  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  American  Bond¬ 
holders  &  Share  Corporation  and  a  director  of  the  Merit  Hosiery  Company 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a  republican  politically,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is 
with  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Athletic,  Buffalo,  Saturn,  and  Cherry  Hill  Clubs  and 
the  Kappa  Alpha  collegiate  fraternity.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  An¬ 
cient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A. 
S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  During  the  World  war, 
Mr.  Potter  served  overseas  for  two  and  one-half  years ;  he  went  over  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  American  field  service  and  was  promoted  to  first  lieuten¬ 
ant  of  the  United  States  A.  A.  S. 


HARVEY  D.  BLAKESLEE,  Jr. 

For  nearly  three  decades  Harvey  D.  Blakeslee,  Jr.,  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo  and  during  this  period  has 
steadily  risen  in  public  esteem  and  in  the  respect  of  his  professional 
brethren.  He  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  22d  of  March,  1877,  and  is  a 
son  of  Harvey  D.  and  Louise  S.  (Taylor)  Blakeslee.  His  father,  who  was 
born  at  Coopers  Plains,  New  York,  became  prominent  and  well  known  in 
commercial  circles  of  Buffalo,  having  for  many  years  conducted  a  success¬ 
ful  saddlery  hardware  business.  The  Blakeslee  family  was  established  in 
this  country  in  colonial  days  and  Mr.  Blakeslee’s  great-grandfather,  Jared 
Blakeslee,  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Louise  S.  Taylor  was  born 
in  Biggleswade,  England,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Taylor,  who  settled  in  Buffalo.  Harvey  D. 
and  Louise  S.  Blakeslee  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  William  L.  and 
Harvey  D. 

Harvey  D.  Blakeslee  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  graduating 
from  the  Central  high  school,  after  which  he  entered  the  University  of 
Rochester,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1900.  He  attended  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1912.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
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profession  in  partnership  with  Herbert  B.  Lee,  a  relation  which  was  sus¬ 
tained  until  1909,  since  which  year  he  has  been  alone,  with  offices  at  508 
Erie  County  Savings  Bank  building.  He  conducts  a  general  practice  and 
because  of  his  ability,  skill  and  trustworthiness  has  gained  a  large  clien¬ 
tele  and  a  high  place  in  public  regard. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eleanor  C.  Mann,  who 
was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Elbert  B.  and  Eleanor  M. 
(Cartwright)  Mann.  To  their  union  have  been  born  three  children, 
Eleanor  C.,  Harvey  D.  Ill  and  Louise  Taylor.  Mr.  Blakeslee  is  a  member 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  his  religious  membership  is  with  St. 
John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  also  has  membership  in  the 
Buffalo,  Buffalo  Athletic  and  Cherry  Hill  Clubs.  He  has  shown  a  helpful 
interest  in  matters  affecting  the  general  welfare  of  his  city  or  county 
and  from  1905  to  1915  he  rendered  valuable  and  appreciated  service  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 


WILLIAM  A.  ECKERT 

William  A.  Eckert,  rendering  very  capable  service  as  city  comptroller 
of  Buffalo,  is  one  of  this  city’s  leading  business  men  and  public-spirited 
citizens,  whose  interest  and  efforts  in  civic  affairs  have  been  productive 
of  definite  and  worthwhile  results.  Born  at  McEwensville,  Northumber¬ 
land  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  10,  1867,  he  is  a  son  of  Levi  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  (Bausch)  Eckert,  the  former  born  near  McEwensville,  of  an  old 
Pennsylvania-Dutch  family,  of  whom  several  members  served  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  war.  When  William  A.  Eckert  was  a  year  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Constantine,  Michigan,  where  the  father  worked  at 
the  coppersmith  trade.  The  family  lived  there  until  about  1883,  when 
they  came  to  Buffalo,  where  the  father  continued  at  his  trade.  To  Levi 
and  Elizabeth  Eckert  were  born  five  children:  Rowland  B.,  Laura  M.,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Belle  R.  and  William  A. 

William  A.  Eckert  attended  the  common  schools  in  Michigan  and  be¬ 
gan  work  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  for  a  wage  of  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  week,  hiring  out  for  a  year  at  the  carriage  trimmer’s  trade. 
Following  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Buffalo  he  learned  the  trade  of 
metal  spinning,  and  in  1895  he  engaged  with  a  cash  capital  of  sixty-seven 
dollars,  in  the  metal  manufacturing  business  on  his  own  account  on  a  small 
scale.  He  was  first  located  in  the  Josiah  Ross  building  on  Niagara  street, 
and  later  in  a  building  at  the  corner  of  Ellicott  and  Carroll  streets,  and 
the  enterprise  proved  a  successful  venture  and  has  been  conducted  to  the 
present  time  with  a  steady  and  healthy  growth.  In  1909  Mr.  Eckert  pur¬ 
chased  property  at  917  Ellicott  street,  and  incorporated  his  interests  as  the 
W.  A.  Eckert  Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers  of  aluminum,  brass 
and  copper  specialties.  Mr.  Eckert  is  not  only  an  expert  in  metal  working 
and  metal  spinning,  but  is  also  a  patentee  of  many  useful  articles  manu¬ 
factured  by  his  company.  Special  tools  and  machines  used  in  the  factory 
have  been  designed  by  Mr.  Eckert,  and  he  is  practically  owner  of  the  en¬ 
terprise,  the  products  of  which  are  sold  in  every  state  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  Eckert  has  long  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  political  matters 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  He  was  importuned  by 
many  of  his  friends  to  seek  the  office  of  city  comptroller,  and  in  1928, 
without  any  personal  organization  or  professional  political  backing,  he 
was  elected  to  that  position.  The  judgment  of  those  who  elected  him 
has  been  abundantly  approved  by  the  splendid  administration  which  he 
has  given  and  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  safeguarded  the  interests 
of  his  city.  His  civic  interests  are  general  in  character.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  members  of  the  Manufacturers  Club  until  it  became  a  part  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  always  been  active  in  committee  work  of 
that  body.  Besides  his  membership  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo  City  Plan¬ 
ning  Association,  Inc.,  the  Historical  Society  and  a  number  of  other  civic 
organizations.  He  served  for  two  terms  as  president  of  the  West  Side 
Business  Men’s  Association.  He  was  the  first  chairman  o#  the  movement 
to  create  a  war  memorial  in  the  form  of  a  bridge — an  enduring  and  utili¬ 
tarian  memorial.  He  served  as  chairman  of  the  construction  committee 
which  seventeen  years  later,  completed  this  beautiful  bridge,  known  sen¬ 
timentally  as  the  Peace  Bridge  and  commercially  as  the  Buffalo  and  Fort 
Erie  bridge.  Mr.  Eckert  was  also  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Buffalo 
Business  Federation,  which  was  created  to  reconcile  all  differences,  real 
and  imaginary,  between  the  east  and  west  sides.  It  succeeded  in  estab¬ 
lishing  harmony  and  brought  about  a  spirit  of  cooperation  which  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  the  city  as  a  whole.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
West  Side  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  In  fact,  every  worthwhile 
movement  for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of  Buffalo  and  its  citizens  has 
found  a  stanch  supporter  in  Mr.  Eckert,  who  has  been  liberal  with  his 
time  and  means  in  furthering  the  same. 

Mr.  Eckert  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  G.  Smith,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Smith.  He  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  in  fact  belongs  to  the  various  bodies  of  both  the  York  and 
Scottish  Rites  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  to  the  Grotto  and  Shrine. 
He  is  a  man  of  exceptional  business  capacity  in  both  private  and  public 
affairs,  and  throughout  Buffalo  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  ability  and 
accomplishments,  as  well  as  for  his  sterling  character  and  estimable  per¬ 
sonal  traits. 


THOMAS  HENNING 

The  late  Thomas  Henning,  inventor,  student  and  highly  esteemed  citi¬ 
zen,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  Canada,  in  1847,  a  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Graham)  Henning.  Through  the  paternal  line  he  came  of  Hol¬ 
land  ancestry,  this  branch  of  the  family  later  living  in  Ireland  and  Eng¬ 
land,  from  which  country  they  emigrated  to  Quebec.  John  Henning,  grand¬ 
father  of  Thomas,  was  a  man  of  marked  strength  of  character  and  a  Latin 
scholar.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  His  son 
John,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  left  Quebec  about  the  mid- 
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die  of  the  past  century  and  located  at  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Later  he  retired  and  spent  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  at  Toronto,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-five.  His 
wife  attained  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

John  Henning  was  a  man  of  culture,  and  his  son,  Thomas,  inherited  the 
family  trait  for  the  finer  and  better  things  of  life.  His  early  education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  an  active  student  throughout  his  life.  He  early  evidenced  an  un¬ 
usual  interest  in  things  electrical  and  scientific  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
was  the  first  person  to  receive  and  send  a  wire  simultaneously.  He  came 
to  Buffalo  when  a  young  man  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company,  where  he  remained  for  many  years.  Mr.  Hen¬ 
ning  was  constantly  experimenting  in  the  electrical  field,  developing  many 
ideas,  and  in  company  with  John  G.  Jones,  an  attorney  of  Utica,  who  was 
deeply  interested  in  electrical  experiments,  he  produced  a  telephone  that 
was  a  success,  but  which  was  not  brought  out  until  just  a  few  days  after 
Professor  Alexander  Graham  Bell  had  startled  the  world  with  his  inven¬ 
tion. 

Thomas  Henning  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  was  a  lover  of  literature 
and  always  sought  the  best  in  books  and  magazines.  His  retirement  from 
active  business  afforded  him  the  opportunity  to  read  widely  and  he  perhaps 
found  his  greatest  enjoyment  in  the  reading  of  the  scientific  and  technical 
works  on  electricity.  He  cared  nothing  for  the  shallow  or  commonplace, 
and  was  only  interested  in  things  worth  while.  Mr.  Henning  learned  to 
read  and  speak  French  after  he  was  fifty  years  old.  He  was  also  known  as 
an  exceptionally  fine  chess  player. 

He  married  Sarah  J.  Cassidy,  a  niece  and  adopted  daughter  of  Thomas 
Edmonds,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  born  here  in  1818  and  became  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  municipality.  Mrs.  Henning  died  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1919.  By  her  marriage  she  was  the  mother  of  three  children, 
namely:  Thomas  Edmonds,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years ;  George  McHugh,  who  died  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1921 ;  and 
Mabel  H.,  the  widow  of  Eugene  J.  McCarthy,  who  was  president  of  Beals, 
McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Inc.,  and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Buffalo. 
Thomas  Henning  died  January  20,  1920. 


ABRAHAM  ROTH 

Engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  at  Buffalo  is  Abraham  Roth, 
whose  offices  are  located  at  700  M.  &  T.  building.  He  may  be  termed  a 
comparative  newcomer  before  the  Buffalo  bar,  having  begun  practice  here 
in  1926,  but  notwithstanding  he  has  made  most  substantial  progress  in 
his  profession  and  has  gained  a  large  and  representative  clientele. 

Mr.  Roth  is  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occurred  here 
April  29,  1900.  His  parents  are  Louis  and  Ray  (Mandelcorn)  Roth,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Buffalo.  Louis  Roth  was  born  in  Austria,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  a  bakery.  He  is  a  republican  politically,  and  a  member  of  Ahaweth 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


489 


Sholem  Synagogue.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Russia,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Elkin  and  Hannah  (Garfinkel)  Mandelcorn,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Russia.  The  father  was  a  painter  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in 
Buffalo.  Abraham  Roth  is  one  of  the  three  sons,  the  others  being  William, 
who  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  is  now  associated  with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  and  Eli, 
also  a  graduate  lawyer  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  now  practicing 
in  Buffalo. 

Abraham  Roth  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  graduating  from 
high  school  in  1919.  In  1922  he  then  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1925,  and  in  1926  he  was  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar.  Mr.  Roth  has  never  entered  into  partnership  in  his  law  work. 
He  is  a  member  of  both  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican,  and  keeps  well  informed  on  all  vital 
political  questions.  He  is  a  devotee  of  horseback  riding,  and  is  the  owner 
of  two  fine  riding  horses. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  CONNERS,  Jr. 

William  James  Conners,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express, 
Inc.,  has  been  identified  with  the  newspaper  business  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  22,  1895,  a  son  of  the  late 
William  James  and  Mary  Alice  (Jordan)  Conners.  His  father,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  Buffalo  has  ever  produced,  is  mentioned  at  length 
on  another  page  of  this  publication. 

William  J.  Conners,  Jr.,  attended  public  school  and  Nichols  School. 
Later  he  matriculated  in  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  1917,  previous  to  his  graduation  he  enlisted 
in  the  Flying  Corps,  shortly  after  America  entered  the  World  war,  and 
became  in  succession  a  seaman,  2nd  class,  chief  quartermaster’s  mate,  en¬ 
sign  and  a  lieutenant,  Jr.  grade,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  De¬ 
cember  24,  1918. 

Mr.  Conners  then  became  actively  identified  with  his  father’s  extensive 
interests.  He  succeeded  him  to  the  management  of  the  Buffalo  Courier, 
becoming  publisher  in  1919  and  continuing  in  that  capacity  following  the 
merger  of  the  Courier  and  the  Buffalo  Express  in  June,  1926.  His  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  affairs  of  this  corporation  has  been  productive  of 
gratifying  results,  for  he  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  details  of 
the  business  and  has  a  special  gift  for  newspaper  management  and  con¬ 
trol.  Mr.  Conners  has  broadened  his  activities  without  lessening  their 
force  and  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Great  Lakes  Transit  Corpora¬ 
tion;  president  of  the  Conners  Holding  Corporation,  the  William  J.  Con¬ 
ners  Contracting  Company  and  George  W.  Jenings,  Inc.,  and  a  director  of 
the  Dold  Packing  Company,  the  Marine  Trust  Company  and  the  American 
Shipbuilding  Company. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1917,  Mr.  Conners  was  married  in  New  York 
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city  to  Miss  Corinne  H.  Tilford,  a  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Rita  (Selby) 
Tilford,  her  father  being  associated  with  the  well  known  firm  of  Park 
&  Tilford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conners  have  three  children:  William  James 
(III),  Rita  Corinne  and  Sally  Ann.  The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  1140 
Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo. 

In  politics  Mr.  Conners  is  a  republican  and  his  religious  belief  is  that 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  is  identified  with  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  Saturn  Club,  Buffalo  Club,  University  Club,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
Yale  Club  of  New  York,  Erie  Downs  Country  Club,  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  the  Alpha  Delta  fraternity,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Aero  Club  and  the 
Buffalo  Launch  Club.  His  name  also  appears  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Main  Street  Association,  the  Better  Business  Bureau  and  268  Main 
St.,  Inc.  He  has  continued,  in  keeping  with  the  most  progressive  spirit 
of  modern  journalism,  to  make  the  Courier-Express  the  champion  of  those 
movements  which  promote  intellectual,  cultural  and  moral  development 
and  of  every  project  calculated  to  upbuild  the  city  and  further  the  growth 
of  the  surrounding  district.  His  rapidly  expanding  powers  have  carried 
him  into  important  relations  and,  although  but  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Conners  ranks  with  the  foremost  newspaper  publishers  and  most  pro¬ 
gressive  busines  men  of  western  New  York. 


WAYLAND  W.  WILLIAMS 

One  of  the  comparative  newcomers  in  the  ranks  of  the  Buffalo  bar  is 
Wayland  W.  Williams,  who  is  associated  with  the  firm  of  Stein  &  Arbury, 
at  1104  Liberty  Bank  building.  Mr.  Williams,  who  specializes  in  real 
estate  and  surrogate  law,  has  advanced  fast  in  his  chosen  profession  since 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Buffalo,  having  exhibited  an  ability  and  knowl¬ 
edge  which  has  won  many  clients  for  himself  and  his  firm. 

The  birth  of  Wayland  W.  Williams  occurred  at  Fulton,  Oswego  county, 
New  York,  August  29,  1890,  his  parents  being  the  Rev.  George  H.  and 
Grace  Elizabeth  (Whitney)  Williams.  The  father  was  born  at  Volney 
Center,  New  York,  July  29,  1865,  and  now  resides  at  Fulton,  where  he  is 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Rev.  Williams  was  a  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Lamphere)  Williams,  the  former  a  school  teacher 
who  was  born  and  died  in  this  state,  and  who  served  in  the  militia  during 
the  Civil  war.  His  wife  also  spent  her  entire  life  in  the  Empire  state. 
Elizabeth  Whitney  Williams,  mother  of  W.  W.  Williams,  was  born  at  New 
Haven,  New  York,  July  19,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Burton  and  Julia  Mariah 
(Snell)  Whitney.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  born  and  died  at 
New  Haven,  New  York,  while  her  mother  was  born  at  New  Haven,  and 
died  in  Hamilton,  New  York. 

Wayland  W.  Williams  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Norwood, 
New  York,  with  the  class  of  1909,  and  in  1918  received  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  Syracuse  Law  School.  He  then  located  at 
Oriskany  Falls,  New  York,  where  he  continued  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
then  moved  to  Endicott,  New  York,  where  he  remained  from  1917  to  1925, 
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coming  thence  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  became  associated  with  the  law  firm 
of  Stein  &  Barber,  which  is  now  Stein  &  Arbury.  He  engages  in  general 
practice,  but  specializes  in  real  estate  and  surrogate  litigation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  June  2,  1917,  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  to 
Miss  Mayme  Collester,  a  native  of  Madison,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Nellie  (Allen)  Collester,  of  Madison.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Wayland  W.,  Jr.,  born  August  29,  1920, 
Barbara  Ann,  born  May  4,  1927,  and  Janet  Grace,  born  January  12,  1931. 
Mrs.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  and  the  Women’s  Lincoln  Club.  Mr.  Williams  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Church,  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Endicott,  New  York.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  a 
Four-Minute  speaker  and  served  on  the  draft  board. 


REV.  EDWARD  JAMES  FERGER 

As  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Catholic  Union  and  Times  at  85  Erie 
street,  Buffalo,  as  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Publication  Company, 
chairman  of  the  News  Service  Bureau  of  the  National  Catholic  Press  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  former  vice  president  of  that  association  the  Rev.  Edward 
James  Ferger  has  made  his  efforts  of  marked  value  to  the  church  of  his 
faith  and  also  figures  prominently  in  civic  affairs  as  a  member  of  the 
1932  Buffalo  centennial  committee. 

Rev.  Ferger  was  born  in  Medina,  New  York,  February  27,  1892,  a 
son  of  John  E.  and  Sarah  (McGurn)  Ferger.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  but  a  year  and  a  half  old,  so  that  he  owes  his  early  training  to  his 
mother,  from  whom  he  has  never  been  separated,  except  during  his  col¬ 
lege  and  seminary  days  and  the  period  of  his  first  pastorate.  Following 
the  completion  of  his  grammar  school  course  he  enrolled  as  a  pupil  in 
the  Medina  high  school,  which  he  left  in  1908,  at  the  end  of  his  junior  year, 
to  enter  the  preparatory  school  of  Niagara  University  and  won  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  that  institution,  which  later  conferred  upon 
him  the  Master’s  degree.  He  attended  the  Seminary  of  Our  Lady  of 
the  Angels  at  Niagara,  and  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  the  present 
Cardinal  Archbishop  of  Philadelphia,  then  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  Dennis 
Cardinal  Dougherty,  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Gertrude,  November  15,  1917. 
Father  Ferger  was  first  appointed  assistant  pastor  to  the  late  Rt.  Rev. 
Msgr.  John  D.  Biden,  D.  D.,  P.  A.,  and  to  the  sympathetic  assistance  given 
him  by  this  distinguished  prelate,  Father  Ferger  attributes  any  later  suc¬ 
cess  he  may  have  had  as  a  Catholic  priest.  Coincidentally  with  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  Rev.  Ferger  served  as  chaplain  at  the  Buffalo  State  Hospital 
for  the  Insane.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1923,  he  was  appointed  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Catholic  Union  and  Times,  the  diocesan  organ  of  the  dio¬ 
cese  of  Buffalo,  and  was  also  elected  secretary  of  the  diocesan  board  of 
directors  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Publication  Company.  Since  assuming 
the  management  of  the  diocesan  paper  he  has  greatly  increased  its  sphere 
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of  influence  and  added  to  the  physical  equipment,  so  that  today  it  is  one  of 
the  best  equipped  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  influential  Catholic  news¬ 
papers  in  this  country.  Much  of  the  newspaper’s  influence  is  directly 
attributable  to  Father  Ferger’s  astute  brain  and  trenchant  editorials.  Ever 
willing  to  praise  a  worthy  man  or  movement,  he  is  uncompromising  with 
what  he  feels  to  be  the  truth.  Readers  are  therefore  never  in  doubt  about 
the  editor’s  position  upon  any  subject  with  which  he  concerns  himself. 
As  a  result,  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Union  and  Times  is  probably  the  most 
widely  quoted,  highly  admired  and  heartily  disliked  Catholic  newspaper 
in  the  country. 

Rev.  Ferger  has  found  time  from  work  on  this  newspaper  to  write 
and  have  published  many  magazine  articles  in  both  Catholic  and  secular 
publications  and  also  to  deliver  numerous  lectures  before  Catholic,  non- 
Catholic  and  mixed  groups  upon  hundreds  of  topics.  For  several  years 
he  was  one  of  the  regular  staff  lecturers  of  the  Buffalo  Catholic  Institute. 
For  four  years  he  was  also  chaplain  of  Court  Timon,  No.  689,  Catholic 
Daughters  of  America. 

During  his  third  year  as  assistant  pastor  of  Annunciation  Church, 
Father  Ferger  started  the  devotion  to  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  and  for 
seven  years,  on  each  of  twenty-two  Tuesdays  of  each  year,  he  conducted 
the  exercises  and  preached  the  sermons  to  a  crowded  church,  filled  with 
worshipers  who  came  from  all  parts  of  the  city  to  hear  the  young,  enthu¬ 
siastic  and  forceful  preacher.  The  devotion  is  still  continued  at  Annuncia¬ 
tion. 

Rev.  Ferger  has  been  unusually  happy  in  his  association  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  newspaper  men  of  this  and  other  cities,  and  to  this  he  is  always  quick 
to  attribute  his  success  in  the  newspaper  field.  His  position  as  editor 
has  also  brought  him  into  contact  with  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men, 
and  he  is  ever  as  ready  to  listen  to  a  story  of  distress  from  some  unfortun¬ 
ate,  as  to  entertain  the  editor  of  a  large  national  magazine. 

Rev.  Ferger  resides  with  his  mother  at  114  Ashland  avenue,  Buffalo, 
and  he  also  has  a  summer  home  at  Rose  Hill  Estates,  near  Crystal  Beach, 
Canada.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Buffalo  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Buffalo  Assembly,  No.  184, 
of  Fourth  Degree  Knights,  Cordova  Caravan  Knights  of  the  Alhambra, 
and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club. 


ROBERT  PARKE 

In  the  front  rank  of  the  junior  business  men  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is 
Robert  Parke,  who  is  director  of  industrial  research  associated  with 
Parke,  Hall  &  Company,  of  Buffalo,  one  of  the  largest  realty  companies 
in  western  New  York  and  one  of  the  few  specialists  in  industrial  real 
estate.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  America’s  oldest  families,  dating  back  to 
1630.  Mr.  Parke  is  rated  as  an  authority  in  the  work  in  which  he  is 
engaged  and  his  counsel  has  been  sought  by  many  corporations  and  indus¬ 
tries  desiring  the  expert  assistance  which  is  supplied  by  Parke,  Hall  & 
Company. 


ROBERT  PARKE 
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Robert  Parke  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  23,  1903,  a  son 
of  Fenton  Marion  and  Margaret  (Kidd)  Parke,  who  are  mentioned  exten¬ 
sively  upon  another  page  of  this  publication.  In  this  latter  connection, 
also,  the  Parke  genealogy  is  presented.  However,  it  may  be  stated  here 
that  Robert  Parke  traces  his  paternal  line  to  Robert  Parke,  secretary  to 
John  Winthrop,  governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  colony,  and  who  came  to 
America  from  Preston,  England,  in  1630  aboard  the  sailing  vessel  Arabella, 
in  charge  of  Governor  Winthrop.  The  subsequent  line  of  the  Parke 
descendants  comprised  men  of  substantial  character;  men,  for  the  most 
part  of  the  middle  class,  who  were  active  in  military  affairs,  in  the 
church,  and  in  public  life.  The  family  for  three  hundred  years  have  been 
industrious  members  of  the  business  and  professional  classes  in  America, 
farmers,  clergymen,  judges  and  physicians,  of  whom  the  late  Dr.  Roswell 
Park  of  Buffalo  was  a  surgeon  of  national  repute.  Robert  Parke’s  father, 
Fenton  M.  Parke,  president  of  Parke,  Hall  &  Company,  is  one  of  Buffalo’s 
most  distinguished  citizens,  noted  as  a  realtor,  as  a  worker  in  public  and 
organization  matters,  and  as  a  man  of  high  cultural  tastes  and  ideals, 
characteristics  which  happily  have  been  inherited  by  his  son. 

Robert  Parke  graduated  from  the  Hutchinson  Central  high  school  at 
Buffalo  in  1922  and  then  took  up  his  higher  studies  at  Antioch  College, 
Yellow  Springs,  Ohio,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1927.  At  Antioch  College,  Mr.  Parke  completed  a  six-year 
course  in  business  administration  under  the  tutelage  of  Arthur  E.  Morgan, 
C.  E.,  Ph.  D.,  who  is  the  originator  of  the  Antioch  system  of  cooperative 
education.  While  completing  his  education,  Mr.  Parke  obtained  varied 
experience  in  business  and  industry.  He  became  assistant  to  the  airways 
officer  at  McCook  Aviation  Field  and  acted  as  a  mechanic  and  cross¬ 
country  observer  in  conjunction  with  those  noted  pilots,  Lieutenants  James 
Doolittle  and  H.  Downey.  He  held  this  place  in  college  work  periods  dur¬ 
ing  1923  and  1924,  then  from  1925  to  1927  was  a  salesman  for  the  G.  A. 
Kelly  Realty  Company  of  Flint,  Michigan.  Since  the  autumn  of  1927, 
when  he  graduated,  Mr.  Parke  has  been  director  of  industrial  research 
with  Parke,  Hall  &  Company,  of  which  company  his  father  is  the  president 
and  which  operates  in  commercial  and  industrial  real  estate.  Mr.  Parke 
devotes  his  attention  to  the  general  business  activities  of  the  firm  and 
to  the  development  of  industrial  research  in  the  real  estate  profession, 
the  analysis  of  the  economics  of  plant  locations,  manufacturing  production, 
and  financing  of  industries.  Mr.  Parke  is  lecturer  of  the  Buffalo  Society 
of  Natural  Sciences  and  has  lectured  widely  to  various  clubs  and  organi¬ 
zations  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  on  the  subject  of  the  southern  moun¬ 
taineers.  He  belongs  to  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club.  His  polit¬ 
ical  affiliation  is  republican,  although  he  is  an  independent  voter.  He  holds 
the  same  independent  position  in  regard  to  his  religious  connection.  Mr. 
Parke  has  a  number  of  favorite  diversions.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  amateur 
photographer,  likes  camping,  especially  in  the  Tennessee  mountains,  and 
is  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports. 

On  August  18,  1926,  Mr.  Parke  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bradford 
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Boynton,  who  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  W.  and  Harriet  (Barton)  Boynton  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Dr.  Richard  W.  Boynton  was  for  eighteen  years  pastor  of  the  First 
Unitarian  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  professor  of  philosophy  in  the 
University  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  his 
wife  was  born  at  Gill,  that  state.  Mrs.  Parke  attended  the  Franklin 
school,  graduated  from  the  Hutchinson  Central  high  school  in  Buffalo 
and  received  her  higher  education  at  Vassar  College,  which  in  1926  con¬ 
ferred  upon  her  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  She  also  pursued  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  in  home  economics  at  Antioch  College.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Unitarian  Church  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parke  have 
two  children,  namely:  Robert  Parke  (II),  born  July  2,  1927;  and  David 
Boynton  Parke,  born  September  25,  1928.  These  two  boys  comprise  the 
twelfth  generation  of  Parkes  in  direct  line  in  the  United  States. 


THEODORE  J.  VOGT 

Theodore  J.  Vogt  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
law  at  Buffalo,  with  offices  at  837  Ellicott  Square  building.  Although  he 
is  a  comparative  newcomer  before  the  local  bar,  he  has,  within  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  won  an  excellent  reputation  as  an  able  attorney,  as  a  loyal 
and  conscientious  citizen  of  the  community,  and  as  a  popular  man  of 
affairs.  Born  in  Buffalo,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1885,  he  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Kollmar)  Vogt,  residents  of  this  city.  His  grandfather, 
Leopold  Vogt,  a  farmer,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany.  John  Vogt  was 
born  at  Neudenau,  Germany,  in  1861,  and  is  now  retired  from  active 
business  pursuits,  having  previously  been  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Pitts 
Company  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  republican  and  is  a  communicant 
of  Blessed  Trinity  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Anna  (Kollmar)  Vogt  was 
born  at  Neudenau,  Germany,  January  24,  1864,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Teressa  (Mudler)  Kollmar,  natives  of  that  country,  but  who  died  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  where  the  father  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company. 

Theodore  J.  Vogt  attended  St.  Ann’s  parochial  school  in  Buffalo,  and 
completed  his  high  school  education  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wisconsin.  He 
took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Campion  College,  and  received  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  from  that  institution  in  1915.  He  then  returned  to  Canis- 
ius  College  at  Buffalo  as  a  teacher,  and  in  1916  received  his  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  from  this  school.  Mr.  Vogt  then  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  United  States  Army  on  May  28,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Dix,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  was  attached  to  the  Fifth  Company,  One  Hundred  Fifty- 
third  Depot  Brigade,  until  July  12,  1918,  at  which  time  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Field  Artillery  Officers  Training  School  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
of  light  field  artillery.  He  remained  at  this  station  until  November  18, 
1918,  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  to  private  life.  On  account  of  his  high 
efficiency  in  the  service,  Mr.  Vogt  was  offered  a  commission  in  the  regu- 
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lar  United  States  Army,  with  higher  rank,  and  prospects  of  rapid  promo¬ 
tion,  blit  he  declined,  preferring  the  more  active  life  of  a  civilian. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Vogt  taught  in  Canisius  College 
until  September,  1919,  when  he  went  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  mathematics  and  Latin  in  Brooklyn  College.  In  the 
evenings  he  studied  law  at  Fordham  University,  and  in  1922  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that  institution.  All  during  his  law 
course  at  Fordham,  Mr.  Vogt  was  teaching  in  Brooklyn  College.  While 
attending  Campion  College,  Mr.  Vogt  took  a  most  active  part  in  athletics, 
and  displayed  a  versatile  skill  in  various  collegiate  sports  which  is  seldom 
equaled.  He  was  a  member  of  four  varsity  teams,  football,  baseball, 
basketball,  and  hockey.  He  has  manifested  an  intense  enthusiasm  for 
outdoor  sports  from  boyhood. 

Having  attained  his  law  degree,  Mr.  Vogt  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  was 
a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Botsford,  Lytle,  Mitchell  &  Albros  until  1926,  when 
he  and  Peter  A.  Schultz  became  partners  in  law  practice.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  continued  until  1927,  since  which  time  Mr.  Vogt  has  practiced  alone, 
one  year  in  the  White  building,  and  since  then  in  the  Ellicott  Square  build¬ 
ing.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  Blessed  Trinity  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Fillmore  LeRoy 
Savings  &  Loan  Association,  and  president  of  the  Highland  Park  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  &  Tax  Payers’  Association. 


WILLIAM  THIRKELL  WHITBECK 

William  Thirkell  Whitbeck,  who  follows  in  the  business  footsteps  of 
his  father,  is  president  of  the  General  Laundries  Corporation  of  Buffalo 
and  also  has  official  connection  with  other  large  commercial  and  financial 
organizations  which  feature  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 
Born  in  Sodus,  New  York,  October  6,  1872,  he  is  a  son  of  John  D.  F.  and 
Jennie  (McNair)  Whitbeck  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  colonial  families 
of  the  east.  The  grandfather,  Andrew  A.  Whitbeck,  a  native  of  Kinder- 
hook,  New  York,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  for  a  number  of 
years  made  his  home  at  Sodus,  this  state,  where  his  demise  occurred.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Almira  Willard,  was  a  lifelong  res¬ 
ident  of  Sodus.  Mathew  McNair,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  William 
T.  Whitbeck,  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  following  his  graduation 
from  Edinburgh  University  came  to  the  United  States,  proving  his  loyalty 
to  the  country  of  his  adoption  by  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  the 
early  days  he  was  closely  identified  with  construction  work  at  Oswego, 
New  York,  building  the  first  lighthouse  and  piers  there.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  New  England  and  of  Revolutionary  descent.  John  McNair,  a 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathew  McNair,  was  born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  and 
died  there.  He  was  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  Hamilton  College  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  civil  engineer.  His  wife,  a  Miss  Seabury,  was 
born  in  New  York  city  and  at  the  time  of  her  demise  was  residing  in 
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Oswego.  Their  daughter,  Jennie  McNair,  was  born  in  Oswego,  December 
19,  1852,  and  in  young  womanhood  became  the  wife  of  John  D.  F.  Whit- 
beck,  who  was  born  in  Sodus,  New  York,  August  25,  1850.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  engaged  in  the  laundry  business,  gaining  a  competence  that 
enabled  him  to  spend  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  retirement.  In  politics 
he  was  a  republican,  while  his  religious  views  were  in  harmony  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  passed  away  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  January  9,  1925,  and  his  widow  now  makes  her  home  in  Rochester, 
New  York. 

In  his  native  town  William  T.  Whitbeck  acquired  his  grammar  school 
education  and  his  high  school  studies  were  pursued  in  Rochester.  After 
his  graduation  in  1890  he  entered  his  father’s  laundry  in  Rochester,  start¬ 
ing  at  the  bottom  and  gradually  familiarizing  himself  with  the  various 
phases  of  the  work.  In  May,  1893,  the  father  established  his  headquarters 
in  Buffalo  and  in  the  same  year  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Star  Laundry,  with  John  D.  F.  Whitbeck  as  president  and  William 
T.  Whitbeck  as  the  treasurer.  The  latter  assumed  the  duties  of  president 
at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  and  controlled  the  business  until  December 
6,  1926,  when  it  was  merged  with  the  General  Laundries  Corporation,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  the  president.  He  heads  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  modern  institutions  of  the  kind  in  Buffalo  and  is  a  forceful,  enter¬ 
prising  and  capable  executive  whose  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
laundry  business  has  resulted  from  years  of  practical  experience  and  close 
study  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  trade.  His  labors  have  stimulated  the 
growth  and  progress  of  the  corporations  which  he  represents,  while  his 
sound  judgment  and  keen  discernment  are  also  of  material  benefit  to  the 
Central  Dry  Cleaning  Company,  which  he  aided  in  forming,  and  is  now 
one  of  its  directors;  to  the  Wyllie  Dry  Cleaning  Company,  of  which  he  is 
vice  president;  and  the  Exchange  &  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which 
he  serves  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer,  all  prosperous  corporations  of 
Buffalo. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1895,  Mr.  Whitbeck  was  married  in  Rochester 
to  Miss  Frances  M.  Smith,  a  native  of  Medina,  New  York,  and  a  daughter 
of  William  W.  and  Alice  (Frary)  Smith,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of 
that  town,  where  the  father  conducted  business  as  a  retail  grocer  for 
many  years.  Mrs.  Whitbeck  was  graduated  from  the  Medina  high  school 
and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  three  children.  The  daughter, 
Marjorie,  born  November  29,  1897,  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette 
high  school  and  from  Russell  Sage  College  at  Troy,  New  York.  She  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  David  K.  Hamilton  and  died  July  11,  1927,  at  the  com¬ 
paratively  early  age  of  twenty-nine  years.  Donald  McNair  Whitbeck,  the 
elder  son,  was  born  July  25,  1899,  and  also  completed  a  course  in  the 
Lafayette  high  school,  afterward  graduating  from  the  Ohio  Mechanics 
Institute  at  Cincinnati.  During  the  World  war  he  served  overseas  for 
nineteen  months  as  a  member  of  a  motorcycle  squad,  attached  to  the 
Medical  Corps,  and  is  now  manager  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  General 
Laundries  Corporation.  He  married  Miss  Beatrice  Rosser,  of  Buffalo. 
Gordon  Ellis  Whitbeck,  the  younger  son,  who  was  born  June  22,  1901, 
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supplemented  his  high  school  education  by  attendance  at  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  following  his  graduation  from  that  institution  entered 
the  employ  of  Lydon,  Hanford  &  Kimball,  an  advertising  firm,  with  which 
he  is  still  associated. 

The  family  residence  is  at  346  Woodbridge  avenue,  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitbeck  are  zealous  members  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  the  former  was  treasurer  for  seventeen  years.  He 
votes  with  the  republican  party  and  cooperates  ■  heartily  in  movements 
for  the  upbuilding  and  betterment  of  his  city  but  has  never  sought  public 
office,  preferring  to  remain  in  the  background.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  also  belongs  to  the  Athletic  Club.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Whitbeck  is  a  well  known  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  past 
master  of  Highland  Lodge;  past  district  deputy,  and  a  member  of  Buffalo 
Consistory. 

An  excellent  example  of  Buffalo’s  best  type  of  citizenship,  he  is  ac¬ 
corded  a  most  creditable  position  among  the  city’s  strong  and  able  busi¬ 
ness  men. 


THOMAS  G.  FITZGERALD 

Among  the  younger  members  of  the  Erie  county  bar  who  are  achiev¬ 
ing  success  in  the  profession,  is  numbered  Thomas  G.  Fitzgerald,  whose 
offices  are  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1901,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Anna  (McAnnally) 
Fitzgerald,  the  former  born  in  Batavia,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  The  maternal  grandfather,  John  McAnnally,  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  having  served  as  a  captain  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  collateral  relation  on  the 
maternal  side  includes  the  Gilberts,  the  maternal  grandparents  having 
been  John  and  Ann  (Gilbert)  McAnnally.  The  name  Fitzgerald  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  Norman  descent.  The  prefix  “Fitz”  was  the  Norman  designation 
for  “son  of”  and  was  usually  used  to  denote  the  eldest  son.  The  Fitz¬ 
geralds  went  into  Ireland  just  prior  to  the  invasion  of  that  country  by 
Strongbow.  The  house  of  Gerald,  or,  as  it  is  known  in  history,  the  noble 
Geraldines,  were  barons  of  the  Welsh  marches.  Two  of  these — brothers — 
half  Norman  and  half  Welsh  and  by  descent  Norman  barons,  were  com¬ 
missioned  by  Strongbow  to  command  a  portion  of  the  vanguard  which  pre¬ 
ceded  him  into  Ireland.  By  relation,  the  Geraldines  were  lineal  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  Counts  of  Anjou  and  Aquetaine.  To  Thomas  F.  and  Anna 
Fitzgerald  were  born  two  sons,  Thomas  G.  and  John  J.  The  latter  received 
a  good  education,  graduating  in  law,  and  is  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  He  enlisted  for  World  war  service  and  graduated  from  the 
Harvard  School  for  Ensigns.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  and  is  now  on  active  duty. 

Thomas  G.  Fitzgerald  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  Lafayette 
high  school.  He  prepared  for  his  life  work  in  the  law  school  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bache- 
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lor  of  Laws,  and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  Lewis  &  Carroll,  with  which  firm  he  is 
still  associated.  He  is  a  constant  student  of  his  profession,  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  latest  decisions  and  precedents,  and  is  regarded  as  a  learned 
and  resourceful  attorney  and  a  safe  and  sound  counselor.  He  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  handled  some  important  cases  and  now  commands  a  good 
practice. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  W.  Hubbard, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  T.  and 
Addie  (Wilson)  Hubbard.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
He  maintains  professional  affiliation  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
among  his  fellow  lawyers. 


REGINALD  B.  TAYLOR 

In  financial  affairs  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  Reginald  B.  Taylor  holds  a 
large  number  of  important  affiliations  for  one  classed  among  the  younger 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  vice  president  and  director  of  the 
Niagara  Shares  Corporation  of  New  York,  with  offices  at  70  Niagara 
street;  is  a  director  of  the  Lackawanna  National  Bank,  the  Cayuga  & 
Susquehanna  Railroad,  the  New  York  &  New  Jersey  Railroad  and  the 
City  Bank  Farmers  Trust  Company,  of  New  York  city,  and  is  president 
of  the  Moses  Taylor  Hospital  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  Moses 
Taylor  Hospital  of  Lackawanna,  New  York;  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
General  Hospital ;  on  the  advisory  committee  of  the  Buffalo  Children’s 
Hospital ;  is  president  and  a  director  of  the  Erie  Equity  Owners  Associa¬ 
tion ;  president  and  director  of  Boehm  Brothers;  a  director  of  the  Jewett 
Refrigeration  Company ;  a  director  of  the  Fresh  Air  Mission ;  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Professional  Hockey  Club;  and  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
The  above  connections  indicate  his  diverse  interests  and  his  extensive 
participation  in  various  phases  of  Buffalo  life. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  at  White  Plains,  New  York,  September  23,  1898, 
is  of  English  descent,  and  a  son  of  Moses  and  Edith  (Bishop)  Taylor.  The 
father,  born  in  New  York  city,  died  June  4,  1928,  while  the  mother,  also 
a  native  of  New  York  city,  now  resides  in  Buffalo. 

Reginald  B.  Taylor  attended  private  schools  of  Bedford,  New  York, 
and  Southboro,  Massachusetts,  and  then  attended  Yale  University  for  one 
year.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company, 
working  first  as  a  laborer  in  order  to  thoroughly  learn  the  business.  He 
remained  with  this  company  for  five  years  and  became  assistant  to  the 
assistant  manager  of  the  concern.  He  was  associated  with  the  Merchants 
&  Traders  Bank  as  manager  of  the  bond  department  for  three  years,  fol¬ 
lowing  which  he  was  appointed  vice  president  of  the  Marine  Union  In¬ 
vestors,  Inc.,  which  in  August,  1930,  was  merged  with  the  Niagara  Shares 
Corporation  of  Maryland  and  Mr.  Taylor  was  made  vice  president  of  the 
latter,  his  present  incumbency. 
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After  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war,  Mr.  Taylor  enlisted 
in  the  Seventy-sixth  Division  Headquarters  Battalion  of  New  York  at 
Camp  Devon.  He  engaged  in  overseas  service  in  France  for  one  and  a 
half  years,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  received  his  honor¬ 
able  discharge  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  August,  1919.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
republican,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Lackawanna  lodge  of  Masons,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  & 
Squash  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Racquet  &  Tennis  Club  of 
New  York,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Saddle  &  Briddle 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Polo  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Luncheon  Club. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1923,  occurred  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  Cecelia  Evans,  a  daughter  of  James  T.  and 
Margaret  (Erskine)  Evans,  the  former  president  of  the  Great  Lakes 
Transit  Corporation.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  there  have  been  born  three 
children,  namely:  Moses,  born  March  22,  1924,  Margaret,  born  December 
23,  1926,  and  Marion,  born  October  14,  1929,  all  born  in  Buffalo.  The 
family  residence  is  “Paddock  Farm”  on  Sheridan  drive,  Williamsville, 
New  York. 


GEORGE  C.  DIEHL 

One  of  the  ablest  and  most  widely  known  civil  engineers  in  this  coun¬ 
try  is  George  C.  Diehl,  who  for  the  past  thirty-two  years  has  served  as 
county  engineer  of  Erie  county,  New  York,  during  which  period  his 
efforts  have  been  largely  centered  on  the  improvement  and  maintenance 
of  the  splendid  road  system  which  now  characterizes  this  county.  Mr. 
Diehl  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of 
Conrad  and  Caroline  (Trautman)  Diehl,  the  former  also  a  native  of  this 
city,  who  served  as  mayor  from  1897  to  1900.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Conrad  Diehl,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  came 
to  Buffalo  in  1830.  He  was  a  stonemason  by  trade  and  did  much  work  in 
that  line  in  Buffalo.  His  last  job,  executed  when  he  was  past  seventy 
years  of  age,  was  the  setting  of  the  four  figures  around  the  clock  on  the 
county  hall.  He  married  a  Miss  Zimmerman,  who  was  born  at  Strasburg, 
Germany.  Their  son,  Conrad  Diehl,  Jr.,  received  a  university  education 
in  his  native  land  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  became  a  student 
in  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  M.  D.  degree.  He  took  special  courses  in  Berlin  and 
Gottingen,  Germany,  and  while  there  he  met  Miss  Caroline  Trautman,  who 
was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine  and  who  subsequently  became  his  wife.  In 
his  earlier  years  Dr.  Diehl  had  ambitions  for  a  journalistic  career  and 
for  a  while  served  on  the  staff  of  the  Buffalo  Courier.  He  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  in  Buffalo  from  1868  to  1918,  a  period  of  fifty  years,  and  was  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  regarded  members  of  his  profession 
here,  being  also  very  popular  personally.  The  democratic  party,  against 
his  wishes,  nominated  him  for  mayor  of  Buffalo  and  he  was  elected  in 
1897.  He  gave  a  fine  administration  of  the  office  and  for  many  years 
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was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  here.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  three  children :  George  C. ;  Clara,  who  became  the  wife  of  Her¬ 
bert  G.  Montillon ;  and  Charlotte  who  married  Frank  D.  Jackson. 

George  C.  Diehl  received  his  elementary  education  in  public  school 
No.  10,  of  Buffalo,  and  then  entered  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 
at  Troy,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Civil 
Engineer  in  1894.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Buffalo  and  soon  became  an  associate  engineer  in  the  state  engineer’s 
department  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  Erie  canal.  In 
1898  he  made  the  first  road  survey  for  this  state  under  the  good  roads 
law  enacted  by  the  legislature  that  year.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his 
interest  in  scientific  road  building,  an  interest  which  has  never  abated. 
In  June,  1930,  Mr.  Diehl  will  have  served  thirty-two  years  as  county  engi¬ 
neer  of  Erie  county,  and  during  this  eventful  period  he  has  also  developed 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  efficient  engineering  organizations  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  including  a  personnel  of  two  hundred  men,  whose  time  is  devoted  to 
engineering,  designing  and  inspecting. 

For  more  than  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Diehl  has  been  actively  identified 
with  the  American  Automobile  Association,  enlisting  the  aid  and  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  government  in  good  roads  construction.  He  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  good  roads  committee  of  the  American  Automobile  Asso¬ 
ciation  later  was  president  of  this  national  organization  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Allegany  state  park  commission  and  of  the  City  Planning  Association 
of  Buffalo  and  is  engineer  of  the  Erie  county  park  commission.  He  has 
spoken  in  almost  every  state  in  the  Union  on  the  subject  of  good  roads, 
on  which  he  is  widely  regarded  as  an  authority,  and  his  advice  and  coun¬ 
sel  have  been  sought  by  many  states  in  connection  with  their  road  con¬ 
struction  programs. 

Mr.  Diehl  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Spaulding  Purdy,  who 
was  born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  H.  and 
Jennie  S.  (Haight)  Purdy.  To  them  have  been  born  three  children: 
Conrad,  who  graduated  from  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1925, 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Feary,  and  they  have  a  son,  Conrad,  and  a  daughter 
Kate;  Ray  Purdy,  who  graduated  from  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute,  in  1925,  is  now  a  student  in  Harvard  University;  and  George  Con¬ 
rad  is  a  sophomore  in  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute.  Mr.  Diehl’s 
residence,  199  Woodbridge  avenue,  is  one  of  the  attractive  homes  in  that 
section  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Diehl  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  received 
the  various  degrees  of  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Club  for  thirty  years  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club  and  the  Park  Club.  He  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
work  of  the  Rotary  Club,  and  as  its  president,  gave  that  organization  an 
outstanding  administration.  His  religious  membership  is  in  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  He  has  served  for  over 
twenty  years  with  the  National  Guard  of  New  York,  first  as  a  private  and 
more  lately  as  major  of  engineers.  He  takes  a  keen  and  helpful  interest 
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in  boys’  welfare  work,  being  a  supporter  of  Troop  Twelve  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boy  Scouts  and  with  the  boys’  work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association.  A  man  of  well  balanced  capacities  and  powers,  whose 
even  paced  energy  and  professional  ability  have  carried  him  steadily  for¬ 
ward  to  an  outstanding  position  in  his  field  of  activity,  he  has  always 
been  intensely  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  his  community,  withholding 
his  support  from  no  measure  intended  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  city,  county  or  state.  His  well  rounded  nature  unites  the  refine¬ 
ments  of  life  with  the  sterner  qualities  of  manhood  and  his  efforts  have 
been  resultant  factors  in  everything  he  has  undertaken. 


EDWARD  H.  KAVINOKY 

Among  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  Buffalo  bar  is  numbered  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Kavinoky,  a  young  and  able  attorney  who  has  practiced  here  for 
five  years.  Born  in  this  city  May  29,  1903,  he  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Kavinoky  and  a  grandson  of  Bernard  and  Martha  Kavinoky,  natives  of 
Russia.  The  grandfather  achieved  success  and  prominence  as  a  contractor 
and  was  engaged  in  supplying  food  for  the  Russian  Army.  His  son,  Dr. 
Samuel  Kavinoky,  was  born  in  Russia  on  the  24th  of  September,  1875, 
and  left  that  country  when  a  young  man  of  eighteen,  joining  the  tide  of 
emigration  to  the  United  States.  After  spending  a  year  in  New  York 
city  he  proceeded  to  Albany,  where  he  worked  for  eighteen  months  in  a 
drug  store,  and  then  came  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  obtained  a  similar  position 
and  in  order  to  qualify  for  greater  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the 
drug  trade  he  pursued  a  two  years’  course  in  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
graduating  as  a  pharmacist  in  1898.  Afterward  he  was  employed  as  a 
prescription  clerk  until  1902,  when  he  opened  a  drug  store  in  the  city,  and 
while  engaged  in  the  business  attended  the  medical  school  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  which  awarded  him  the  M.  D.  degree  in  1905.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  profession  as  a  general  practitioner  but  later  decided  to  confine 
his  attention  to  the  treatment  of  women’s  diseases  and  in  1911  went  to 
Berlin,  Germany,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  obstetrics.  He  has  since 
specialized  in  that  branch  of  the  profession  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  obstetricians  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Kavinoky  is  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  On  the  27th  of  May,  1902,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Caroline  Cohn,  a  daughter  of  Pincus  and  Tillia 
(Beck)  Cohn,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them. 

Edward  H.  Kavinoky,  the  eldest,  passed  through  consecutive  grades  to 
his  graduation  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  in  1920  and  then  matricu¬ 
lated  in  Harvard  University,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  A.  B.  degree 
in  1923.  Three  years  later  he  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law 
School  and  in  1926  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  Locating  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  he  immediately  entered  upon  the  active  work  of  the  profession,  and 
was  associated  with  James  O.  Moore  for  four  years.  The  present  firm  of 
Cohn,  Hill  &  Kavinoky  with  offices  at  2300  Rand  building,  is  composed  of 
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Michael  M.  Cohn,  who  is  a  director  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  Dean 
Richmond  Hill,  who  is  president  of  the  Hill  Mortgage  Company,  and  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Kavinoky.  James  0.  Moore  is  counsel  for  the  firm.  Mr.  Kavinoky 
is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State  Bar  Associations. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1926,  Mr.  Kavinoky  was  married  to  Miss  Irene 
Sherman  Rose,  a  graduate  of  the  Lucy  Wheelock  School  of  Boston.  Her 
parents,  Alexander  and  Frances  (Sherman)  Rose,  were  born  in  that  city, 
where  they  still  reside,  and  her  father  has  long  been  classed  with  its  lead¬ 
ing  attorneys.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kavinoky  were  reared  in  the  Jewish  faith 
and  have  membership  in  Beth  Zion  Temple.  While  a  Harvard  student  Mr. 
Kavinoky  joined  the  Sigma  Alpha  Mu  fraternity  and  he  is  also  identified 
with  the  Harvard  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Marshall  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Montefiore  Club  of  this  city  and  the  Willowdale  Country 
Club.  Genial  and  companionable  by  nature,  he  enjoys  the  social  side  of 
life  but  never  neglects  his  practice,  to  which  he  brings  the  energy  and 
enthusiasm  of  youth  as  well  as  the  keen  discernment  and  alertness  of  mind 
so  essential  to  success  in  the  legal  profession. 


CARLTON  P.  O’CONNOR 

Carlton  P.  O’Connor,  who  is  rated  as  one  of  the  leading  young  lawyers 
of  Buffalo,  has  made  rapid  strides  in  his  profession  during  the  compara¬ 
tively  few  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice.  He  had  created  a 
reputation  for  himself  as  an  insurance  adjuster,  thus  working  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  but  two  years  ago  turned  all  of  his  attention  to  the  law.  He 
is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occured  here  January  25,  1900,  his 
parents  being  Patrick  J.  and  Mary  (Morley)  O’Connor.  The  father  was 
born  September  18,  1853  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  now  resides  at 
Buffalo,  having  retired  from  his  profession  of  marine  engineer.  He  is  a 
democrat,  and  a  communicant  of  the  Holy  Angels  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
His  wife  was  born  at  Tonawanda,  New  York,  July  4,  1859,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ellen  (McKenner)  Morley,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  died  at  Tonawanda,  where  the  father  was  a 
cattle  buyer. 

Cartlon  P.  O’Connor  is  one  of  the  eleven  children  born  to  Patrick  J. 
and  Mary  (Morley)  O’Connor.  Others  of  the  family  now  living  are  as 
follows:  Harold  J.  O’Connor  is  a  patternmaker  and  designer  at  Buffalo, 
and  married  Mary  Kelly  of  this  city;  Clarence  L.  O’Connor  is  associated 
with  the  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Buffalo ;  John  O’Connor  is  an 
electrical  engineer  of  Buffalo,  and  Evelyn  O’Connor  is  now  Sister  Eunice 
of  St.  Joseph’s  Order.  The  deceased  brothers  and  sisters  are:  John, 
Thomas  A.,  Raymond  J.,  Morley  J.,  Mildred,  and  Eleanor. 

Carlton  P.  O’Connor  attended  the  Holy  Angels  parochial  school,  and 
graduated  from  Canisius  high  school  in  1918.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Canisius  College  in  1922,  and  in  1925  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  1927.  While  attending  the 
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University  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  O’Connor  taught  in  the  St.  Joseph’s  Collegiate 
Institute  for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  then  became  associated  with  the 
Zurich  Insurance  Company  of  Switzerland  as  their  adjuster  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  which  position  he  retained  until  1927.  He  next  became  associated 
with  the  Employers  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  city  as 
adjuster  and  attorney,  remaining  as  such  until  May,  1928,  at  which  time 
he  opened  an  office  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building,  Buffalo,  for  the  practice 
of  law.  Mr.  O’Connor  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
also  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  His  political  support  is  given 
the  republican  party  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Holy  Angels 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the  World  war,  Mr.  O’Connor  served 
three  months  in  the  aviation  corps  at  Curtiss  Field. 


KHALIL  A.  BISTANY 

Khalil  A.  Bistany,  founder  and  head  of  the  widely  known  firm  of  K.  A. 
Bistany  &  Sons,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  oriental  rugs  and  silks, 
is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  trade  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  His  experience  in  this  line  extends  over  half  a  century,  from 
the  time  he  entered  the  business  of  manufacturing  rugs  and  silks  with  his 
father  in  Mount  Lebanon,  through  years  of  progress  and  growth,  until 
now  his  establishment  is  the  most  pretentious  of  its  kind  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo.  Khalil  Bistany  was  born  at  Mount  Lebanon,  October  9,  1858,  a 
son  of  Assad  and  Khola  Bistany,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Mount  Lebanon.  Assad  Bistany  was  an  important  manufacturer  of  silks 
in  his  native  land.  He  was  also  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  served  for 
many  years  as  mayor  of  the  town  of  Bourge,  in  Mount  Lebanon. 

Khalil  A.  Bistany  was  educated  in  the  primary  schools  and  in  college 
at  Mount  Lebanon  and  was  graduated  from  the  National  College  of  Syria 
in  1878.  He  is  a  well  educated  man,  imbued  with  old  world  culture,  and  is 
widely  known  as  a  linguist,  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  six  languages. 
After  graduation  from  college,  he  entered  business  with  his  father  in  the 
manufacture  of  rugs  and  silks.  In  1893,  with  a  number  of  associates,  he 
organized  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  blooded  Arabian  horses 
to  America.  In  the  same  year  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  a  number 
of  choice  animals  and  immediately  went  to  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposi¬ 
tion,  then  in  progress  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  There  he  remained  while  that 
historic  fair  was  in  existence,  in  the  meantime  arranging  for  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  oriental  rugs  and  silks  from  his  own  factory.  He  established  his 
business  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  since  that  time  he  has  developed  and 
enlarged  it  to  its  present  status.  He  conducts  large  mills  in  his  native 
Syria,  and  there  makes  the  rugs  he  sells  at  the  Buffalo  studio,  628  Main 
street,  which  is  widely  known  as  “America’s  most  beautiful  Oriental  rug 
store.”  The  firm  of  K.  A.  Bistany  &  Sons  is  also  extensively  engaged  in 
importing  and  exporting  other  lines  of  merchandise. 

In  1884  Mr.  Bistany  was  married  to  Falakie  Ouardy  in  Syria,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Joseph  K.  and  Michel  K.,  both  of 
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whom  are  associated  with  their  father  in  business.  Kahlil  A.  Bistany  is 
a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Masons  of  Syria,  and  his 
religious  creed  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  Bistany  family  residence  is  at  107  Highland  avenue. 


FRITZ  FERNOW 

Fritz  Fernow,  who  is  accorded  a  most  creditable  position  among  the 
able  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  has  had  a  successful  career  during  the 
eighteen  years  he  has  been  practicing  in  this  city.  He  comes  of  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  family  of  German  antecedents  and  is  a  son  of  Bernhard  E.  Fer¬ 
now,  who  was  born  in  Inowrazlaw,  Posen,  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  young  man  in  1876.  Locating  in  Brooklyn,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  some  time  in  the  United  States  Custom  House  in  New  York 
city.  In  his  native  land  he  had  studied  forestry,  and  from  1887  until  1898 
served  as  chief  of  the  bureau  of  forestry  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Resigning 
from  this  office  to  accept  the  directorship  of  the  New  York  State  College 
of  Forestry  of  Cornell  University,  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  he  was  thus  en¬ 
gaged  for  four  years.  Later,  from  1907  until  1919,  Professor  Furnow  was 
dean  of  the  faculty  of  forestry  of  the  University  of  Toronto,  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  He  died  there  February  6,  1923,  some  years  after  his  retirement 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Professor  Fernow  married  Olivia  Reynolds,  who 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Olivia  Reyn¬ 
olds,  of  that  city,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Reynolds,  who  came  to 
America  from  England,  and  died  in  Brooklyn  prior  to  1898.  Professor 
and  Mrs.  Fernow  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Rossiter  R. ;  Gordon; 
Bernhard  E.,  Jr.,  who  is  dean  of  the  engineering  school  at  Clemson  College, 
South  Carolina;  Fritz;  and  Karl  H.,  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  who  is 
professor  of  plant  pathology  at  Cornell  University. 

Fritz  Fernow  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  11,  1888.  Having 
graduated  from  the  Ithaca  high  school  in  1905,  he  pursued  his  arts  and 
letters  course  at  Cornell  University,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  upon  his  graduation  in  1909.  Having  determined  upon  the  law  as 
his  field  of  professional  endeavor,  he  entered  Harvard  University  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1912.  In  December  of 
the  same  year  he  became  associated  in  practice  with  the  well  known  firm 
of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth,  and  is  still  identified 
with  them  in  an  extensive  general  practice,  with  offices  in  the  Marine  Trust 
building  in  Buffalo.  In  1927  he  became  a  partner  in  this  prominent  law 
firm. 

During  the  World  war  Mr.  Fernow  became  a  member  of  Company  19, 
Fifth  Battalion,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Depot  Brigade,  stationed  at 
Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  then  was  transferred  to  the  First  Battery,  Train¬ 
ing  School  for  Officers,  at  Camp  Dix,  and  later  was  transferred  to  Camp 
Jackson,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  first  attached  to  the  Eleventh 
Battalion,  Field  Artillery  Replacement  Depot.  Subsequently  he  was  with 
the  Sixth  Regiment  of  the  same  unit,  of  which  he  was  commanding  officer 
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at  the  time  of  his  discharge  in  January,  1919.  He  is  now  a  captain  in  the 
Cavalry  Reserve  Corps.  Mr.  Fernow  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  and  Delta  Upsilon  fraternities,  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  Marshall  Club,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  in  1922 
and  president  in  1928.  He  is  first  vice  president  of  the  Children’s  Aid 
Society  and  he  maintains  professional  affiliations  with  the  Erie  County, 
the  New  York  State  and  American  Bar  Associations. 

On  June  20,  1916,  in  Buffalo,  Fritz  Fernow  married  Ethel  Howard,  who 
was  born  in  this  city,  March  2,  1891,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  R.  and 
Mary  Isabel  (Griffin)  Howard,  the  father  now  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fernow  reside  at  1089  Delaware  avenue. 


THOMAS  D.  FALLON 

Work  of  a  constructive  nature  has  largely  claimed  the  attention  of 
Thomas  D.  Fallon,  who  is  prominently  identified  with  development  pro¬ 
jects  in  Buffalo,  which  numbers  him  among  its  enterprising  realtors  and 
substantial  business  men.  He  was  born  in  Kingston,  in  the  province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  June  28,  1879,  a  son  of  Dominic  and  Margaret  (Eagan) 
Fallon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  In  their  youth  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  Canada,  where  the  father  acquired  valuable  timber  holdings, 
and  both  spent  their  remaining  years  in  the  Dominion,  the  father  passing 
away  October  12,  1912.  They  had  a  large  family  and  the  surviving  sons, 
six  in  number,  are:  Rev.  Michael  F.  Fallon,  bishop  of  London,  Ontario; 
Thomas  D.  Fallon;  the  Revs.  James  P.  and  Charles  A.  Fallon,  connected 
with  the  Order  of  Oblate  Missionary  Fathers,  which  the  former  repre¬ 
sents  in  Buffalo  and  the  latter  in  Ottawa,  Canada;  and  Vincent  L.  and 
Joseph  J.  Fallon,  engaged  in  the  contracting  business  at  Kingston, 
Ontario. 

Reared  in  his  native  city,  Thomas  D.  Fallon  obtained  his  early  in¬ 
struction  in  a  parochial  school  and  following  his  graduation  from  the 
Kingston  high  school  crossed  the  Canadian  border,  becoming  circulation 
manager  for  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express,  with  which  he  spent  four 
years.  With  his  return  to  Canada  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brothers,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  construction  work  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  canal  at  Cornwall,  Ontario,  from  1909  until  1915,  thus  gaining 
the  practical  experience  which  has  constituted  the  basis  of  the  pros¬ 
perity  which  he  now  enjoys.  In  the  latter  year  he  again  located  in  Buf¬ 
falo  and  with  Edward  F.  Walsh  and  Joseph  A.  Wechter  organized  the 
Delavan  Home  &  Land  Company.  They  have  become  well  known  as  de¬ 
velopers  of  real  estate  and  specialize  in  the  erection  of  modern  attractive 
homes  of  substantial  construction  and  of  moderate  price.  Their  activi¬ 
ties  are  centered  in  the  district  east  of  Bailey  avenue  and  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  business  of  substantial  proportions  they  have  also  made 
important  contribution  to  the  growth,  upbuilding  and  improvement  of 
this  section  of  the  city.  In  the  management  of  their  interests  Mr.  Fallon 
and  his  associates  are  guided  by  sound  judgment  and  keen  powers  of  dis- 
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cernment  as  well  as  by  high  commercial  standards,  so  that  the  firm  name 
has  become  synonymous  with  reliability  and  safety  in  real  estate  invest¬ 
ments. 

Mr.  Fallon  was  married  October  25,  1911,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Helen 
Cloak,  who  passed  away  January  2,  1916.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James 
Cloak,  now  deceased,  who  was  long  regarded  as  a  leading  member  of  the 
Buffalo  bar.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  B.  Forsyth, 
remains  a  resident  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Helen  (Cloak)  Fallon  had  become 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Robert  F.,  eighteen  years  of  age,  a  sopho¬ 
more  of  Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  where  he  is  pursuing 
a  course  in  civil  engineering,  making  a  fine  record  as  a  student; 
Thomas  D.,  a  youth  of  seventeen  and  a  senior  in  high  school;  and  Janet  C., 
aged  fifteen  years,  who  is  taking  a  high  school  course  at  Nardin  Aca¬ 
demy  in  Buffalo.  In  this  city  Mr.  Fallon  was  married  July  20,  1925,  to 
Miss  Berenice  Sheppard,  a  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Mary  (Schramm) 
Sheppard.  The  father,  who  for  years  was  a  prominent  realtor  of  Buffalo, 
passed  away  in  1920  and  the  mother  is  also  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fallon 
were  the  parents  of  one  child,  Anna  Louise,  who  was  born  in  1928  and 
lived  but  a  few  days. 

The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  176  St.  James  place,  Buffalo,  and 
Mr.  Fallon  has  his  office  on  the  seventh  floor  of  the  White  building.  He 
votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Cherry  Hill  Club  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
In  civic  affairs  he  manifests  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  and  as  a  business 
man  he  is  at  all  times  animated  by  the  spirit  of  progress,  combined  with 
the  energy  and  determination  which  carry  the  individual  ever  onward 
toward  the  goal  of  success. 


EDWARD  J.  COHN 

Edward  J.  Cohn,  who  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  Buffalo  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  has  won  a  large  and  repre¬ 
sentative  clientele  and  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  dependable  lawyer. 
Born  in  Buffalo  in  1894,  he  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Esther  (Beck)  Cohn,  the 
former  a  native  of  Austria.  They  were  married  in  New  York  city  and 
four  children  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Martin,  who  died  while  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo ;  Carolyn,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo;  Florence,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Buffalo, 
and  Edward  J. 

The  last  named  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  city  and  after  graduating  from  high  school  entered 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1915.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  served 
for  a  time  as  assistant  district  attorney  and  has  been  retained  as  counsel 
in  many  important  cases  in  the  courts  of  this  county.  His  practice  was 
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interrupted  by  his  military  activities,  he  having  enlisted  for  the  World 
war,  and  served  in  the  intelligence  service  until  the  close  of  hostilities 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

Mr.  Cohn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mildred  Meyers,  a  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Sarah  (Cohen)  Meyers,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
daughters,  Nancy  and  Margot.  Mrs.  Cohn  is  a  graduate  of  Wellesley 
College.  Mr.  Cohn  as  a  Mason  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  and  belongs  to  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  also 
has  membership  in  the  American  Legion  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
B’nai  B’rith,  while,  socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Montefiore  Club,  the  Wil- 
lowdale  Country  Club,  the  Marshall  Club  and  the  Book  and  Play  Club.  He 
belongs  to  Temple  Zion  and  gives  liberally  to  all  worthy  benevolent  and 
charitable  causes.  He  maintains  professional  affiliation  with  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  Bar  Association  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  ranks  of 
his  profession. 


RAYMOND  C.  VOGHT 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Buffalo  who  have  gained  positions  of 
prominence  in  the  practice  of  law  is  Raymond  C.  Voght,  whose  offices  are 
at  416  Brisbane  building.  He  has  conducted  litigation  of  wide  variety 
here  and  has  acquired  a  clientele  of  large  proportions.  Likewise,  in  affairs 
of  his  home  community,  he  has  consistently  manifested  an  active  interest, 
and  has  lent  his  cooperation  to  many  movements  of  merit.  The  birth  of 
Raymond  C.  Voght  occurred  in  Buffalo,  November  18,  1890,  his  parents 
being  Dr.  Frank  B.  and  Anna  (Hirsch)  Voght.  The  Doctor  was  born  in 
Lockport,  New  York,  May  19,  1867,  and  is  now  a  practicing  physician  of 
Buffalo,  having  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Niagara  in  1889.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York.  In  the 
paternal  line  the  Voghts  are  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock,  from  a 
Captain  Bonnell,  who  served  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Raymond  C.  Voght  graduated  from  the  Technical  high  school  of  Buf¬ 
falo  in  1909,  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  which  institution  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws 
in  1912.  In  December,  1913,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of 
New  York  state.  He  has  practiced  alone  since  his  admission,  and  for 
five  years,  1923  to  1928,  also  maintained  an  office  at  Springville,  New 
York,  where  he  resided  during  that  time.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association.  Mr.  Voght  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and 
his  church  is  the  Presbyterian.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Marshall 
Club  of  Buffalo,  and  Lakeland  Lodge,  No.  952,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  is  past  master.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  a  government 
appeal  agent,  and  also  served  as  legal  advisor  to  one  of  the  local  draft 

boards  during  the  entire  war  period. 

On  December  28,  1914,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Voght  was  married  to  Miss 
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Edith  Wilkie,  a  native  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
E.  and  Mary  (Wright)  Wilkie,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Syracuse. 
Mrs.  Voght  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  and  from  the 
Buffalo  Normal  School.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  taught  school  at  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  New  York.  She  is  of  Revolutionary  descent,  on  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides  of  her  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Voght  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Raymond  C.,  Jr.,  born  December  10, 
1915;  Gordon  Frank,  born  May  19,  1917;  Nelson  Robert,  born  October  7, 
1918;  and  Donald  Wilkie,  born  July  24,  1920. 


MORTON  H.  WILKINSON 

Morton  H.  Wilkinson  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  J.  M.  Wilkinson  & 
Company,  which  conducts  one  of  the  most  popular  women’s  apparel  stores 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  situated  at  551  Main  street,  where  it  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1900  by  the  father  of  M.  H.  Wilkinson.  As  one  of  the  sons  of 
the  widely  esteemed  founder  of  this  successful  mercantile  business,  Mor¬ 
ton  H.  Wilkinson  has  upheld  the  reputation  and  traditions  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  in  commendable  manner,  and  has  created  an  excellent  rating  for 
himself  in  the  citizenship  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  In  connection  with 
club,  fraternal,  and  social  activities  of  Buffalo,  his  name  is  also  to  be 
found  among  the  leaders. 

Born  in  this  city,  October  20,  1894,  he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Morton  and 
Minetta  (Girven)  Wilkinson.  The  father  was  born  in  October,  1859,  at 
Cheltenham,  Ontario,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  January  31,  1930. 
He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  died  in 
Canada.  Joseph  M.  Wilkinson  was  associated  with  the  Pardridge  Stores 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  became  one  of  the  organizers  and  half 
owner  of  The  Bailey  Company  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  the  year  1900,  he 
organized  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Wilkinson  &  Company,  at  551-3  Main  street, 
Buffalo,  and  subsequently  took  his  sons  into  the  business.  It  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1925,  and  he  was  the  president  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
after  which  his  son  Joseph  G.  became  president,  and  Morton  H.  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian 
Church;  was  a  republican  in  politics;  and  belonged  to  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  Hugh  de  Payens 
Commandery,  K.  T.  His  wife  was  born  at  Welland,  Ontario,  November 
6,  1864,  and  is  now  living  at  Buffalo.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Catherine  Girven  Buell  and  step-daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan  F. 
Buell,  who  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Willard  J.  and  Jonathan  F. 
Buell.  Mr.  Buell  is  best  remembered  for  his  organization  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  Dispatch,  and  his  interest  in  Niagara  power  development. 

Morton  H.  Wilkinson  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo 
in  1912,  and  in  1916  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Shortly  after  his  graduation  from  college  he 
left  J.  M.  Wilkinson  &  Company,  by  whom  he  was  employed,  to  sail  for 
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France.  Arriving-  in  Paris,  he,  in  company  with  several  boon  com¬ 
panions  from  Buffalo,  joined  the  Volunteer  Service,  known  as  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Field  Service,  which  was  a  part  of  the  French  Army.  He  was  with 
the  American,  French  and  British  Armies  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
having  been  eighteen  months  on  the  front  and  six  months  on  advance 
sector  staff  duty.  He  received  a  citation  for  conspicuous  services  in  the 
advance  sector,  and  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  was  made  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
J.  M.  Wilkinson  &  Company,  and  when  incorporation  papers  were  filed 
in  1925  he  was  made  treasurer.  He  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer.  He 
has  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Niagara  Club  of  Niagara  Falls.  He  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  R.  A.  M.;  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery,  No.  30,  K.  T.  He  is  chairman  of  the  squash  committee  of  the 
Buffalo  Club,  and  is  also  on  the  national  committee.  He  is  a  republican 
politically,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church.  Golf,  tennis,  squash  and  horseback  riding  have  for  many  years 
been  the  favorite  diversions  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

On  September  10,  1929,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Miss  Sarah  Howard  Ellis,  who  was  born  in  this 
city,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Forrer)  Ellis.  Her  father  was 
vice  president  of  the  M.  &  T.  Bank  of  Buffalo  for  forty-one  years  and 
died  here.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Elizabeth  Forrer  Parrot  of  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  now  lives  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Wilkinson  was  educated  in  the  Park 
School,  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  the  Howe  and  Marot  School  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  have 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Forrer  Wilkinson,  who  was  born  July  3,  1930. 


FRANK  SEARS  ANDERSON 

Widely  known  as  an  able  and  successful  lawyer,  Frank  Sears  Ander¬ 
son  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Buffalo  since  the  year  1913,  and  now 
has  his  offices  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building.  Mr.  Anderson  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Newfane,  Niagara  county,  New  York,  July  23,  1888,  a  son 
of  Charles  E.  and  Jennie  (Sears)  Anderson,  and  a  descendant  of  colonial 
ancestors  upon  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides. 

The  first  of  the  Anderson  family  to  come  to  Niagara  county  was  Asa 
Anderson,  who  came  from  Wallingford,  Vermont,  making  the  trip  from 
Albany  in  a  canal  packet  the  year  following  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal. 
His  forebears  were  early  settlers  in  Connecticut,  and  later  moved  to  Ver¬ 
mont,  from  which  state  representatives  of  the  family  went  forth  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Charles  E.  Anderson  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Niagara  county,  and  was  a  son  of  Frank  L.  and  Angeline  (Tracy) 
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Anderson.  He  had  six  sisters,  three  of  whom  were  school  teachers,  and 
his  father  was  a  prominent  farmer.  The  family  of  Jennie  Sears,  mother 
of  Frank  Sears  Anderson,  was  originally  from  Barnstable,  Massachusetts, 
and  settled  early  in  Niagara  county;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Hannah  (Sweet)  Sears.  Two  children  were  born  to  Charles  E.  and  Jennie 
S.  Anderson,  Frank  S.  and  Florence,  the  latter  now  deceased. 

After  receiving  his  public  school  education,  Frank  S.  Anderson  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan,  and  in  1910  this  institution  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  studied  law  with  E.  M.  Ashley 
of  Lockport,  New  York,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state 
in  1912.  He  began  practice  in  New  York  city  in  December,  1912,  and 
there  continued  until  1913,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo  on  October  1st,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  David  Ruslander,  September  15,  1927.  They 
engage  in  general  practice  and  are  accounted  among  the  successful  law¬ 
yers  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 


WALTER  IRVING  WEED 

Walter  Irving  Weed,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  August  17,  1911,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-four,  was  one  of  the  most  esteemed  business  men  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  its  representative  pioneer  families. 
He  was  the  treasurer  of  the  firm  of  Weed  and  Company,  wholesale  and 
retail  hardware  dealers,  which  had  been  founded  by  his  grandfather, 
Thaddeus  Weed,  in  the  year  1818,  and  which  is  a  business  house  that  de¬ 
veloped  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  is  the  oldest  firm  in  the  city. 

Walter  I.  Weed  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  8,  1876,  the  younger  son 
of  Hobart  Weed  and  Harriet  (Monteath)  Weed.  Hobart  Weed  was  like¬ 
wise  born  in  Buffalo  and  was  a  son  of  Thaddeus  and  Louisa  M.  (Chapin) 
Weed.  Thaddeus,  who  was  of  English  ancestry,  came  to  Buffalo  from  New 
England.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrenius  and  Sylvia  (Burn¬ 
ham)  Chapin.  Dr.  Chapin  was  a  prominent  citizen,  soldier  and  physician 
of  Buffalo’s  earliest  days,  was  a  colonel  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  and  useful  men  of  his  day  in  Buffalo. 

Both  the  Weeds  and  the  Chapins  went  to  Massachusetts  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  Weeds  in  1630  and  the  Chapins  in 
1641.  Samuel  Chapin,  from  whom  Dr.  Chapin  was  directly  descended,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  one  of  its  early 
magistrates.  The  statue  by  St.  Gaudens  commemorating  him,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  “The  Puritan,”  stands  in  that  city.  Both  the  Weeds 
and  the  Chapins  were  well  represented  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  and  in 
the  War  of  1812.  A  main  branch  of  each  family  came  to  Buffalo,  the 
Chapins  arriving  here  in  1801,  the  Weeds  in  1818. 

Walter  Irving  Weed  completed  his  education  in  the  Heathcote  School 
of  Buffalo,  and  then  entered  his  father’s  business,  Weed  and  Company. 
He  began  at  the  beginning  and  served  in  various  capacities,  and  shortly 
after  Weed  and  Company  was  incorporated  in  1903,  he  became  treasurer. 


WALTER  I.  WEED 
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At  the  same  time  his  elder  brother,  Shelton  (who  is  now  president  of 
Weed  and  Company),  became  vice  president.  The  offices  and  wholesale 
establishment  of  Weed  and  Company  are  on  Swan  street.  The  original 
business  was  also  on  Swan  street,  though  at  a  different  location,  at  the 
corner  of  Main,  on  the  site  of  the  present  M  &  T  Trust  Company,  and  a 
branch  retail  store  still  occupies  a  part  of  the  original  location.  The 
main  retail  store,  however,  is  in  the  Genesee  building,  built  in  1922  by 
Weed  and  Company  and  the  Clement  estate.  The  firm  also  has  a  branch 
store  at  Rochester,  New  York,  which  was  acquired  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Weed  a  short  time  before  his  death  in  1911. 

Although  he  lived  to  be  only  thirty-four  years  old,  Mr.  Weed  was 
widely  known  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promising  of  the 
younger  hardware  men  of  the  country.  “His  thorough  understanding  of 
the  business  with  which  he  was  so  long  connected  made  him  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  hardware  interests  of  the  state.  He  was  a  quick  and  clear 
thinker.  His  judgment  on  questions  incident  to  the  affairs  of  Weed  and 
Company  was  invaluable  to  his  associates.  He  possessed  an  insight  into 
commercial  problems  rare  for  a  man  of  his  years.” 

Walter  I.  Weed  had  exceptional  ability  and  perception,  and  was  of  the 
highest  integrity.  He  brought  new  and  successful  methods  to  the  business 
which  his  grandfather  had  established  and  which  had  descended  from 
father  to  sons  in  the  third  generation,  and  he  formulated  and  applied  many 
time-saving  devices.  He  was  a  “pioneer  in  efficiency,”  and  he  supervised 
and  determined  the  advertising  policy  of  the  firm,  in  which  his  notable 
artistic  skill  combined  with  an  extensive  knowledge  of  commercial  pub¬ 
licity  to  make  him  preeminent. 

He  combined  rare  business  judgment  with  superior  artistic  abilities. 
He  painted  with  exceptional  talent.  “The  man  who  painted  pictures  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  discerning,  who  understood  literature  and  music,  who  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  with  charm  and  precision  and  yet  knew  how  to  meet  the 
world  of  men  and  facts,  added  something  to  the  business  which  remains 
a  part  of  it.” 

He  was  an  enthusiastic  horseman  and  a  devotee  of  outdoor  sports,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Park  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Coun¬ 
try  Club.  He  was  affiliated  with  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
his  grandfather,  Thaddeus  Weed,  had  been  one  of  the  founders.  Po¬ 
litically,  he  gave  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 

On  June  9th,  1903,  Mr.  Weed  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Regester, 
a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  and  Harriet  (Hyatt)  Regester.  Dr. 
Regester  was  the  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo  for 
many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weed  had  three  children,  Frances  Monteath, 
Harriet  Monteath,  and  Walter  Chapin  Weed. 

One  of  the  finest  estimates  of  Mr.  Weed  is  the  memorial  written  by 
Franklin  D.  Locke,  as  follows :  “Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  this 
Company  has  sustained  a  severe  blow  in  the  death  of  Walter  Irving  Weed, 
its  Treasurer.  He  had  been  with  the  Company  and  the  firm  which  it 
succeeded  throughout  his  entire  business  life.  He  had  devoted  to  its  in¬ 
terests  his  best  study  and  thought.  He  had  systematized  its  financial  af- 
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fairs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  members  of  this  Board  to  ascertain 
its  standing  and  condition  from  day  to  day,  and  from  month  to  month. 
His  devotion  was  continuous  and  an  integral  part  of  his  life.  We  cannot 
feel  otherwise  than  that  a  large  part  of  the  success  of  the  company  is 
attributable  directly  to  his  efforts.  Of  the  finest  nature,  of  unbending  in¬ 
tegrity,  of  marked  courtesy  to  all  of  his  associates,  of  gentle  ways,  of 
keen  perception,  he  brought  to  the  conduct  of  the  business  in  all  his  rela¬ 
tions  a  personality  of  the  most  marked  kind.  We  cannot  supply  his  place. 
We  feel  that  the  possibilities  of  his  future  for  us  were  not  to  be  measured 
by  ordinary  standards.  We  regret  the  loss  of  the  man,  and  the  loss  of  his 
advice,  counsel  and  assistance  more  than  mere  words  can  express.” 


EDWARD  HENRY  BAKER 

As  the  owner  of  two  of  the  largest  automobile  distributing  agencies  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  Edward  H.  Baker  has  gained  a  substantial  position  in 
business  circles  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  is  likewise  recognized  as 
an  exemplary  citizen,  with  a  patriotic  interest  in  matters  of  civic  import, 
and  in  the  club  and  social  life  of  the  community.  A  native  of  Geneva, 
New  York,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  January  6,  1877,  he  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Jennie  (Dadson)  Baker.  The  father,  a  retired  farmer,  is 
now  living  at  Geneva,  New  York,  and  is  of  Danish  descent.  His  wife,  who 
died  in  1915,  was  born  at  Lyons,  Wayne  county,  New  York,  and  came  of 
English  ancestry. 

Edward  H.  Baker  attended  the  district  schools  of  New  York  state,  and 
when  very  young  took  over  his  father’s  truck  farming  business,  and  also 
conducted  a  general  merchandise  store  near  Geneva,  New  York,  until 
1909.  At  that  time,  he  entered  the  automobile  business  in  Geneva,  in 
which  he  remained  until  1911,  when  he  came  to  Buffalo  as  the  distributor 
for  the  Cole  car,  which  he  continued  to  sell  until  the  manufacture  of  the  car 
was  discontinued.  Since  then  he  has  developed  his  two  distributing 
agencies  to  a  leading  position  in  the  automobile  business  of  western  New 
York.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lafayette  National  Bank, 
and  was  a  director  in  that  institution  until  it  was  merged  with  the  Buffalo 
Trust  Company. 

During  the  period  of  America’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr. 
Baker  was  actively  engaged  in  the  government  work  of  deporting  aliens. 
He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  affiliation,  and  religiously  is  a  Presby¬ 
terian.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  and  also  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  clubs  are  the 
Buffalo  Athletic,  the  Erie  Downs  Golf,  the  Kiwanis,  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile,  and  the  Buffalo  Advertising.  Mr.  Baker  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Burgesses  Corps,  in  which  there  never  can  be  over  forty  members  in  the 
United  States.  Election  to  membership  is  only  possible  upon  the  death 
of  an  active  member.  This  organization  was  established  in  1691  and  its 
members  include  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  country. 

In  June,  1900,  at  Geneva,  New  York,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  to  Katherine  Allcock,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Katherine  (Hogan) 
Allcock,  of  Geneva,  now  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Marleah  Doris,  Marjorie  May,  and  Dorothy. 
Marleah  Doris  Baker  married  Homer  J.  Savage,  of  Buffalo,  in  1923,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Marleah  and  June.  The  Baker  home  is  situated 
at  121  Linwood  street,  Buffalo. 


FREDERIC  R.  TWELVETREES 

Frederic  R.  Twelvetrees,  one  of  the  successful  practicing  lawyers  of 
Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Falk,  Phillips,  Twelvetrees  &  Falk, 
with  offices  at  1918  Liberty  Bank  building.  Mr.  Twelvetrees  has  been 
active  in  his  profession  in  this  city  since  the  close  of  the  World  war,  has 
acquired  a  clientage  of  large  proportions  and  has  created  a  most  favor¬ 
able  position  for  himself  in  the  professional,  business  and  social  life  of 
his  community. 

Frederic  R.  Twelvetrees  was  born  at  West  Kortright,  New  York, 
August  15,  1892,  a  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Ella  Anna  (Rowland)  Twelve- 
trees.  The  father  was  born  at  Cohoes,  New  York,  and  his  death  occurred 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1895,  at  which  time  he  was 
associated  with  the  Munson  Underwear  Company  of  Albany,  New  York. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  repub¬ 
lican.  He  was  a  son  of  William  Twelvetrees,  who  was  born  at  Biggles- 
weith,  England,  and  died  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  He  was  an  expert 
cabinetmaker,  and  later  manufactured  furniture  at  Cohoes,  New  York. 
His  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  a  Miss  Harper,  was  also  a  native 
of  England,  and  died  at  Cohoes.  The  mother  of  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  Ella  Anna  (Rowland)  Twelvetrees,  was  born  at  West  Kort¬ 
right,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Rowland,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  died  at  Kortright,  where  the  father 
was  a  farmer.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Ella  A.  Twelvetrees  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  Albert  Mott,  who  was  a 
practicing  physician  of  Cohoes,  where  she  now  resides. 

Frederic  R.  Twelvetrees  graduated  from  Egberts  high  school  at 
Cohoes  with  the  class  of  1910,  and  four  years  later  received  his  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  from  Princeton  University.  He  then  entered  the  Albany 
Law  School,  and  in  1917  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state. 

Before  taking  up  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  entered  the  service 
of  his  country  at  the  officers  training  camp  at  Fort  Niagara,  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  three  months  and  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Upton,  Yaphank,  Long 
Island,  where  he  was  stationed  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  February, 
1919,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  One  Hundred  Fifty-second 
Depot  Brigade  with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Mr.  Twelvetrees  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  was  associated  in  the 
practice  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Penney,  Killeen  &  Nye  until  January, 
1924,  at  which  time  he  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Falk,  Phillips 
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&  Schlenker.  In  March,  1928,  the  firm  was  reorganized  under  the  present 
title,  Falk,  Phillips,  Twelvetrees  &  Falk,  Mr.  Twelvetrees  becoming  a  full 
partner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  His  politi¬ 
cal  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious  connection 
with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  deacons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Marshall  Club,  the  Princeton  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  Lorenzo  Burrows  Post  of  the  American  Legion,  and  Cohoes 
Lodge,  No.  116,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Cohoes,  New  York.  His 
diversions  are  indicated  by  his  interest  in  golf  and  bowling. 

On  June  30,  1924,  Mr.  Twelvetrees  was  married  in  New  York  city  to 
Miss  Mildred  E.  Anderson,  a  native  of  Mount  Jewett,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Augusta  Anderson.  Mrs.  Twelvetrees  is  a  graduate  of 
Mount  Jewett  high  school,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  the  Junior  Parish  Society,  and  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club. 


GEORGE  M.  WIEDEMER 

Thoroughness  and  fidelity  to  trust  have  been  salient  traits  in  the 
career  of  George  M.  Wiedemer,  whose  record  has  been  marked  by  an 
orderly  progression  that  has  placed  him  with  the  leaders  of  business  enter¬ 
prise  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Meyer-Smith  Company,  Inc.  He  was  born  in  New  York  city  on  the  1st 
of  September,  1882,  a  son  of  Anthony  Wiedemer,  who  was  a  native  of 
Germany.  As  a  young  man  the  father  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  met  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Siegel,  who  was  also  born  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Mr.  Wiedemer  for  forty-five  years  was  a  buyer  of  hides  in  Buffalo. 
He  gave  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party  and  was  a  member 
of  St.  Michael’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  In  May,  1928,  he  passed  away 
in  Buffalo,  where  his  widow  yet  makes  her  home. 

It  was  in  St.  Michael’s  parochial  school  that  George  M.  Wiedemer 
obtained  his  early  instruction,  after  which  he  attended  Canisius  College 
and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  His  commercial  experience 
was  gained  in  the  employ  of  printing  and  machinery  firms  of  Buffalo  and 
in  1903  he  became  a  city  salesman  for  the  John  E.  Smith  &  Sons  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturers  of  butchers’  equipment  and  packing  house  machinery 
at  50  Broadway.  In  that  capacity  he  continued  until  1918,  when  the 
supply  end  of  the  business  became  so  large  that  it  was  divorced  from  the 
John  E.  Smith  &  Sons  Company  and  became  a  separate  corporation, 
known  as  the  Smith  Supply  &  Equipment  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Wiede¬ 
mer  was  made  vice  president  and  general  manager.  These  offices  he  filled 
until  January  1,  1930,  when  the  business  was  merged  with  that  of  the 
August  F.  Meyer  &  Sons  Company,  manufacturers  of  bar  fixtures,  store 
fixtures,  soda  fountains,  etc.,  under  the  name  of  the  Meyer-Smith  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  He  is  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  new  organization, 
taking  charge  of  the  sales  department,  and  has  twenty-six  traveling  sales- 
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men  under  his  supervision.  Twenty-eight  years  of  practical  experience 
have  given  him  an  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  business,  and 
this,  combined  with  his  executive  force  and  mature  judgment,  has  made 
his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  effective  and  resultant.  Branch 
stores  have  been  opened  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  the  Meyer-Smith 
Company,  Inc.,  operates  on  an  extensive  scale.  A  history  of  the  business 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Edward 
J.  Meyer,  president  of  the  corporation. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Wiedemer  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Catherine  Cramer,  a  native  of  the  city  and  a  daughter  of  William  C. 
and  Catherine  (Schasre)  Cramer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiedemer  have  two 
children :  Geraldine  C.,  who  was  born  February  28,  1910,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Bennett  high  school  and  the  Chown  Business  College ;  and 
George  T.,  who  was  born  April  12,  1916,  and  is  a  freshman  in  the  Canisius 
high  school. 

The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  184  University  avenue  and  Mr.  Wiede- 
mer’s  business  address  is  50  Broadway.  The  family  are  communicants  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  Buffalo 
Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.  He  belongs  to  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Trap  &  Field  Club,  and 
his  wife  is  connected  with  the  woman’s  auxiliary  of  the  last  named 
organization.  His  leisure  hours  are  largely  devoted  to  reading  and  he 
also  enjoys  fishing  and  motoring.  Deeply  interested  in  his  work,  he  re¬ 
serves  his  best  efforts  for  the  interests  intrusted  to  his  charge  and  has 
advanced  far  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor.  Sagacious,  farsighted  and 
dependable,  Mr.  Wiedemer  has  established  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
business  man,  as  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  a  director  of  the 
National  Butchers  &  Packers  Supply  Association  for  two  years,  occupied 
the  office  of  vice  president  for  one  year,  and  also  served  as  president  of 
the  association  for  a  year. 


ISRAEL  BERNHARDT 

Israel  Bernhardt  is  a  director  and  vice  president  in  charge  of  sales 
of  the  Buffalo  General  Laundries  Corporation.  A  native  of  Windau,  Ger¬ 
many,  his  birth  occurred  December  25,  1888,  his  parents  being  Herman 
and  Dora  (Lipkin)  Bernhardt,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  old  coun¬ 
try.  The  father  died  in  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1921,  and  the  mother 
yet  resides  in  that  city. 

Israel  Bernhardt  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Rochester, 
and  won  a  scholarship  in  the  Mechanics  Institute  of  that  city,  where  he 
took  the  three  year  course  in  mechanical  training,  graduating  in  1907. 
He  then  secured  a  position  with  the  National  Biscuit  Company  of  Buffalo, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  four  years.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the 
position  of  traveling  auditor,  in  which  capacity  he  was  engaged  for  two 
years.  In  1912  he  requested  a  permanent  station  at  Rochester,  which  was 
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granted,  and  he  remained  there  from  1913  to  1918.  In  the  latter  year, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  bakery  at  Albany,  New  York,  where  he  was  in 
charge  for  six  years.  In  1924  Mr.  Bernhardt  became  affiliated  with  the 
Quality  Damp  Wash  Laundry,  an  independent  company,  the  owners  of 
which  were  his  old  schoolmates.  In  1926  this  company  was  absorbed  by 
the  Buffalo  General  Laundries  Corporation,  and  Mr.  Bernhardt  was  placed 
in  charge  of  sales.  In  1928  he  was  advanced  to  vice  president  in  charge 
of  sales,  and  so  continues,  being  likewise  a  director  of  the  company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bernhardt  is  independent.  He  is  a  member  of  Temple 
Beth  Zion,  where  he  is  also  active  in  the  Men’s  Club.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  March  28,  1913,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Bernhardt  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Marian  Goldman,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
Goldman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernhardt  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Joseph,  born  in  1914,  and  Pearl  Ethel,  born  in  1915,  both  students  in 
Lafayette  high  school.  The  Bernhardt  family  home  in  Buffalo  is  situated 
at  28  Ardmore  place. 


COLONEL  WILLIAM  KELLY 

Colonel  William  Kelly,  who  is  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corporation  at  Buffalo,  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  city  since  1926,  when  he  left  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  after  a  distinguished  career  covering  thirty  years.  He  has 
created  a  noteworthy  position  for  himself  in  the  business  and  civic  life 
of  Buffalo  during  the  comparatively  few  years  of  his  activity  here,  and 
in  the  social  and  club  affairs  of  the  community  has  been  favorably  accepted 
as  befitting  one  of  his  rank  and  recognized  character. 

Colonel  Kelly  was  born  in  New  York  city,  January  8,  1877,  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Mabel  (Silliman)  Kelly.  His  grandfather,  also  named  Robert 
Kelly,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  University  of  New  York,  and  other¬ 
wise  actively  associated  with  the  development  of  education  in  New  York 
city.  On  his  maternal  side,  Colonel  Kelly  traces  his  descent  from  John 
Alden,  of  colonial  fame,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Silliman, 
married  into  the  Trumbull  family,  prominent  merhbers  of  which  were 
Jonathan  Trumbull  the  first  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  John  Trumbull, 
noted  artist,  many  of  whose  canvasses  hang  in  the  art  galleries  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  and  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Colonel  Kelly’s  great  uncle, 
William  Kelly,  was  active  in  New  York  state  politics,  having  served  as 
state  senator  from  1855  to  1860,  then  was  nominated  for  governor  in  1860 
on  the  democratic  ticket,  the  year  Abraham  Lincoln  was  elected  president. 
During  the  Civil  war  and  after  he  gave  liberally  of  his  time  and  money  in 
patriotic  and  philanthropic  work.  William  Kelly,  uncle  of  Colonel  Kelly, 
was  a  mining  engineer,  and  served  as  president  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Mining  Engineers.  He  was  born  in  New  York  city,  but  later  made  his 
home  in  Iron  Mountain,  Michigan,  and  is  now  retired  from  active  business. 

Robert  Kelly,  father  of  Colonel  Kelly,  was  born  at  New  York  city,  in 
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1846,  and  died  at  Superior,  Wisconsin,  in  1916.  He  was  prominently  identi¬ 
fied  with  many  interests  in  the  latter  city  from  1892  to  1916,  serving-  as 
vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Superior,  and  superintendent 
of  the  Land  and  River  Improvement  Company.  Mabel  (Silliman)  Kelly, 
the  mother  of  Colonel  Kelly,  was  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
died  in  1926.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Silliman,  and  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Silliman,  who,  with  Professor  Sheffield,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University.  To  Robert 
and  Mabel  (Silliman)  Kelly  there  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Arri- 
eta  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Trumbull,  born  in  New  York  city,  April 
17,  1879,  a  Yale  graduate,  and  an  employee  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Company, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  as  the  result  of  injuries  sustained  in  a 
Thanksgiving  day  football  game.  Robert,  born  in  New  York  city,  May  15, 
1875,  and  now  a  merchant  of  Duluth,  Minnesota,  married  Charlotte  Webb, 
a  native  of  Newark,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Charlotte,  Robert, 
Trumbull,  and  Margaret.  Mabel,  who  was  born  September  15,  1882,  is  the 
wife  of  Philip  Stratton,  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Superior,  Wisconsin,  who 
has  long  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  and  has  devoted  much 
time  to  civic  welfare.  They  are  the  parents  of  Faith,  Mabel,  and  Sarah 
Stratton.  Faith  Kelly,  born  September  22,  1890,  is  the  wife  of  James  M. 
Kennedy,  who  is  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Superior,  Wisconsin,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  James  and  Robert.  Eleanor,  born  March  8,  1898, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Newton,  who  is  prominent  in  real  estate  and  other 
business  activities  of  Superior,  Wisconsin. 

Colonel  William  Kelly,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Yonkers,  New  York,  and  of  Superior,  Wisconsin,  and  also 
studied  for  a  year  at  Yale  University,  which  institution  he  left  in  1894 
to  become  a  cadet  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  a  career  in  the  army  during  which  he  acquired 
high  reputation  by  his  achievements  in  the  engineering  corps. 

Colonel  Kelly  graduated  from  West  Point  in  February,  1899,  and  from 
March,  1899,  to  June,  1900,  was  engaged  in  fortification  construction  at 
San  Francisco  harbor,  California.  From  July,  1900,  to  November,  1902,  he 
was  engaged  in  military  engineering,  road  and  bridge  building  in  the 
Philippine  Islands.  From  January,  1903,  to  May,  1903,  he  took  a  post 
graduate  course  in  the  Engineering  School  of  Application  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  then  until  September,  1904,  worked  on  fortification  construction 
at  the  eastern  entrance  of  Long  Island  sound.  After  this,  until  July,  1906, 
he  was  active  in  military  engineering  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and 
at  San  Francisco,  California.  From  August,  1906,  to  June,  1910,  he  was 
in  charge  of  water,  sewer,  building  and  electrical  departments  of  the  city 
government  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  from  July,  1910,  to  June,  1913,  was 
active  in  fortification  construction  at  Manila  Bay,  Philippine  Islands.  In 
the  interval  between  July,  1913,  and  June,  1917,  he  was  assistant  to  the 
chief  of  engineers  of  the  United  States  Army  on  river  and  harbor  work, 
and  on  accounts  and  contracts,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  following  which,  until 
January,  1920,  he  engaged  in  World  war  service,  successively  as  a  member 
of  the  General  Munitions  Board,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Forty-second  Divi- 
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sion,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Commander  of  Base 
Sections  9  and  7,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff 
of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  assistant  to  the  American 
Peace  Commission.  From  February  to  June,  1920,  Colonel  Kelly  was  a 
member  of  the  California  debris  commission  at  San  Francisco,  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  Third  San  Francisco  engineering  district.  For  a  period  of 
five  years,  from  June,  1920,  to  June,  1925,  he  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
Federal  Water  Power  Commission,  and  then  until  September,  1926,  was 
director  of  engineering  for  the  National  Electric  Light  Association,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  was  on  extended  leave  of  absence  from  the  army. 

In  September,  1926,  Colonel  Kelly  received  marked  recognition  of  his 
engineering  ability  and  achievements  in  an  appointment  as  vice  president 
of  engineering  and  operation  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  and  Eastern  Power 
Corporation  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  now  retains  this  important  connec¬ 
tion.  From  February,  1924,  to  April  5,  1928,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
international  joint  board  of  engineers  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  Project, 
and  from  June,  1927,  to  April  5,  1928,  was  chairman  of  the  board  on 
reservoirs  for  the  Mississippi  River  Flood  Protection. 

Colonel  Kelly’s  application  for  retirement  from  the  military  service  of 
his  country  after  thirty  years  participation  was  denied  by  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  but  on  April  7,  1928,  he  resigned  as  colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  United  States  Army.  Colonel  Kelly  is  an  officer  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  of  France,  and  has  been  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal. 

In  September,  1919,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Colonel  Kelly  and  Chris- 
tiane  Demanet,  of  Antwerp,  Belgium,  and  they  have  two  daughters:  Chris- 
tiane,  born  in  San  Francisco,  California,  July  31,  1920,  and  Cecile,  born  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  February  26,  1922. 

Colonel  Kelly  is  a  member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  and  the  Chevy 
Chase  Club,  both  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Nia¬ 
gara  Falls  Country  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers,  of  which  chapter  he  is  the  president  (1930).  His  wife 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo. 


DAVID  F.  STREBEL 

David  F.  Strebel,  with  law  offices  at  912  Stock  Exchange  building  in 
Buffalo,  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  here  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  an  attorney  of  high  reputation,  and  is  known 
widely  as  a  dependable  and  astute  counsellor,  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  law  and  its  general  application.  Mr.  Strebel  was  born  in  Buffalo 
December  17,  1885,  a  son  of  David  and  Pauline  (Gretzinger)  Strebel,  the 
former  having  been  born  in  Kiel,  Baden,  Germany,  and  died  at  Buffalo, 
January  1,  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  was  a  mechanic  by  trade, 
with  Pitts  Company  for  forty  years.  He  was  a  republican.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1850,  and  still  resides  here.  Their 
children  are :  Rose  Strebel,  who  is  now  connected  with  Strebel,  Corey  & 
Tubbs,  attorneys ;  Cora  who  is  the  wife  of  William  F.  Rohrbacher  of  Buf- 
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falo ;  and  Jennie  S.,  who  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Norman  E.  Briggs,  who 
was  connected  with  Gowanda  State  Bank,  Gowanda,  New  York. 

David  F.  Strebel  graduated  from  public  school  No.  13,  and  from  the 
old  Central  high  school  in  1902.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  and  received  therefrom  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree 
in  1905.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  the  same  year, 
and  then  became  associated  in  practice  with  the  late  Robert  F.  Schelling 
of  Buffalo  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Since  then  he  has  practiced  alone. 
Mr.  Strebel  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  In  politics 
he  supports  the  republican  ticket  as  a  rule.  He  belongs  to  Modestia  Lodge, 
No.  340,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Zuleika  Grotto.  During  the  World  war,  Mr. 
Strebel  served  on  a  local  draft  board.  His  recreational  activities  are  in¬ 
dicated  by  his  enthusiasm  for  hunting,  fishing,  and  touring. 


GEORGE  BERRY 

Among  the  lumbermen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  the  late  George  Berry, 
of  North  Tonawanda,  was  a  most  notable  figure.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  February,  1918,  he  was  one  of  the 
oldest,  in  years  of  participation,  in  the  northwestern  New  York  lumber 
trade.  He  was  wholly  devoted  to  the  lumber  industry,  and  his  conduct  of 
his  affairs  in  this  field  was  extraordinarily  successful  through  a  long  and 
honorable  career.  He  never  sought  the  limelight  or  the  acclaim  of  the 
public,  but  adhered  rigidly  to  the  course  in  life  he  had  planned  for  him¬ 
self.  However,  in  his  character,  one  finds  personal  attributes  of  a  high 
order,  the  recognition  of  which  by  his  friends,  associates  and  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  placed  him  high  in  the  scale  of  citizenship. 

George  Berry  was  born  May  26,  1861,  at  Holcombe  Rogus,  England, 
a  son  of  George  and  Louise  (Henson)  Berry,  both  of  whom  were  English 
and  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Berry  now  has  two  brothers  and  one  sister 
living  in  England,  namely:  Thomas,  Harry,  and  Mrs.  William  Helling,  all 
of  Holcombe  Rogus. 

George  Berry  received  his  education  in  his  native  England,  and  in 
1880,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  at 
North  Tonawanda,  New  York.  His  first  work  here  was  done  in  the  employ 
of  the  J.  M.  Chapin  Lumber  Company,  and  he  continued  with  the  firm 
until  its  yards  were  destroyed  by  fire  two  years  later.  He  then  assisted 
in  building  the  old  Calkin  &  Company  mill  on  Island  street,  and  was 
superintendent  of  this  plant  until  1905,  when  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  John  E.  Wallace,  under  the  firm  name  of  George  Berry  &  Company. 
They  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  lumber  planing  company  to 
obtain  electric  power  from  Niagara  Falls.  Mr.  Berry  remained  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Mr.  Wallace  until  1914,  then  entered  into  business  for  him¬ 
self  under  the  title  of  The  George  Berry  Lumber  Company,  operating  suc¬ 
cessfully  until  his  retirement  to  private  life  in  1917,  at  which  time  he 
sold  the  business  to  the  R.  T.  Jones  Lumber  Company. 
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Mr.  Berry  was  an  adherent  of  the  republican  party,  and,  though  he 
consistently  maintained  the  attitude  of  a  good  citizen  in  matters  of  politi¬ 
cal  import,  he  never  actively  engaged  in  public  work.  He  was  an  Epis¬ 
copalian  in  his  religious  faith. 

The  marriage  of  George  Berry  and  Miss  Margaret  Hennegan  occurred 
in  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  Canada,  September  30,  1885.  Mrs.  Berry,  who 
survives  her  husband,  resides  at  the  family  home,  278  Payne  avenue, 
North  Tonawanda.  She  was  born  in  St.  Catherines,  July  28,  1861,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  David  and  Catherine  (Sullivan)  Hennegan,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  who  are  as  follows:  Dr.  William  Thomas  Berry,  of 
Long  Island  City,  New  York,  who  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia,  married  Rose  Monaghan  and  is  the  father  of  one 
son,  William  T.,  Jr.;  Dr.  George  David  Berry,  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York,  who  graduated  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  married  Catherine 
Brett  and  is  the  father  of  three  children,  Catherine  L.,  Ellen  M.,  and 
George  J. ;  and  Louise  Irene  Berry  resides  with  her  mother  at  North  Tona¬ 
wanda.  Mrs.  Berry  is  a  prominent  member  and  worker  in  the  Alden 
Branch  Sunshine  Society  of  her  home  town. 


NORMAN  C.  SPRICKMAN 

Norman  C.  Sprickman,  who  figures  prominently  in  municipal  affairs 
of  Buffalo,  his  native  city,  entered  business  life  in  a  humble  capacity  and 
owes  his  progress  to  proven  ability  and  worth.  Born  October  24,  1895, 
he  is  a  son  of  Louis  Sprickman  and  a  grandson  of  Louis  Sprickman,  Sr., 
who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States.  Settling  in  Buffalo, 
the  grandfather  engaged  in  business  as  a  retail  grocer  and  here  made  his 
home  until  his  demise.  His  son,  Louis  Sprickman,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo  in  1856,  was  also  prominently  associated  with  the  retail  grocery 
trade  and  is  now  living  retired.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
republican  party,  while  his  religious  views  are  indicated  by  his  member¬ 
ship  in  St.  Luke’s  Evangelical  Church.  In  this  city  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Ringer,  who  has  always  resided  here. 

Their  son,  Norman  C.  Sprickman,  was  a  pupil  in  grammar  school 
No.  38  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  Lafayette  high  school.  When  his 
text-books  were  laid  aside  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Travelers  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  in  Buffalo,  starting  as  office  boy  and  winning  repeated  pro¬ 
motions  which  eventually  brought  him  to  the  responsible  position  of  in¬ 
vestigator  in  the  claim  department.  He  continued  with  the  company 
until  the  winter  of  1917,  acquiring  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  insurance 
business.  On  the  11th  of  December,  1917,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
World  war  and  in  the  same  month  was  sent  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where 
he  was  in  training  until  March,  1918.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Waco, 
Texas,  and  a  month  later  was  ordered  to  Morrison,  Virginia.  In  June, 
1918,  he  was  detailed  for  duty  at  the  embarkation  depot  near  Newport 
News,  Virginia,  and  was  there  stationed  until  December  13,  1918,  when 
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he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  having  become  sergeant  of  his 
company. 

Mr.  Sprickman  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  in  1919  became  manager 
for  the  Hertzog  Motor  Company,  thus  continuing  for  four  years.  In  1923 
he  accepted  a  similar  position  with  Roesch  &  Klink,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo, 
dealers  in  automobiles  and  trucks,  and  remained  with  that  corporation 
until  appointed  director  of  purchases  for  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  served  since  January  1,  1930.  With  characteristic  energy 
and  zeal,  he  applied  himself  to  his  new  duties,  proving  efficient,  thorough 
and  trustworthy,  and  has  amply  justified  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1917,  Mr.  Sprickman  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  Lincoln,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  Irvin  and  Harriet 
(Turner)  Lincoln.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Hancock,  New  York, 
is  now  living  retired  in  Buffalo,  but  the  mother,  a  native  of  Wisconsin, 
is  deceased.  After  her  graduation  from  the  Central  high  school  Mrs. 
Sprickman  completed  a  course  in  the  nurses  training  school  of  the  Millard 
Fillmore  Hospital  and  is  now  following  her  profession  in  Buffalo.  She 
belongs  to  the  Quota  Club  and  both  she  and  her  husband  have  member¬ 
ship  in  St.  Luke’s  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Sprickman  is  identified  with 
the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  J.  E.  W.  S.,  the  Purchasing  Agents  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Buffalo  and  Transportation  Lodge,  No.  842,  of  the  Masonic 
order.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  is  loyal  and  public  spirited 
in  all  matters  of  citizenship.  In  outdoor  sports  he  finds  his  recreation, 
particularly  enjoying  fishing  and  hunting  trips. 


FRANK  DEVESO 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Italy  who  have  come  to  the  United  States 
and  here  have  made  good  is  Frank  Deveso,  one  of  the  leading  commission 
merchants  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  May  29,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Samuel  and  Josephine  (Dantoni)  Deveso,  with  whom  he  came  to  this 
country  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Samuel  Deveso,  who  was  a 
prominent  business  man  in  Italy,  conducted  a  grocery  store  at  Buffalo 
for  twenty-one  years.  His  wife,  also  born  in  Italy,  was  a  daughter  of 
Frank  Dantoni,  now  deceased. 

Frank  Deveso  attended  the  public  schools  of  Italy,  and  upon  arriving 
in  this  country  went  to  work  for  a  wholesale  fruit  firm  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  with  whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to 
Buffalo,  and  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Fruit  Company  for  three 
years.  In  1903  he  started  in  the  carting  business  with  his  brother  Samuel, 
who  was  born  in  1883  and  who  died  in  1910.  Mr.  Deveso  followed  this 
occupation  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  in  1917  entered  the  wholesale 
commission  business  for  himself.  He  is  now  engaged  in  this  business  at 
the  Niagara  Frontier  Food  Terminal  at  Clinton  and  Bailey  streets.  Mr. 
Deveso  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

On  May  29,  1903,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Deveso  married  Antoinette  LaMar- 
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tina,  who  was  born  in  Italy,  June  15,  1886,  a  daughter  of  Vincent  LaMar- 
tina,  who  was  born  in  Italy,  but  who  died  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Deveso’s 
mother,  Florence  Margeo  LaMartina,  is  now  living  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Deveso  have  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  having  become  the 
parents  of  eight,  namely:  Josephine,  who  was  born  in  1904,  and  who  died 
in  1920;  Samuel,  born  in  1905;  James,  born  in  1907;  Florence,  born  in 
1908;  Mary,  born  in  1910;  Anthony,  born  in  1911;  Nathan,  born  in  1913  j 
and  Russell,  born  in  1914.  Samuel,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  radio  and 
electrical  business  with  his  brother  James,  married  Carmel  Manzella  of 
Buffalo  in  1926.  They  have  three  children,  Annette,  Marie  and  Frank. 
James  married  Rita  Lorenzo  of  Buffalo,  in  April,  1930.  Florence  is  the 
wife  of  Anthony  Lanza,  manager  for  Frank  Deveso.  Anthony  Deveso  is 
also  associated  with  his  father,  and  Mary,  Nathan  and  Russell  are  now 
attending  school.  The  Deveso  family  residence  is  at  179  Richmond 
avenue. 


FRANK  CURTIS  TRUBEE,  Jr. 

Frank  C.  Trubee,  Jr.,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  and  an  officer  and  director  in  a  number  of  other  corpora¬ 
tions,  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  younger  group  of  financiers  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier.  He  has  been  active  in  this  work  at  Buffalo  since  the 
World  war,  in  which  he  served  with  the  overseas  forces  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  has  made  rapid  advancement  in  his  chosen  calling.  Mr. 
Trubee  has  likewise  been  actively  interested  in  local  affairs  of  Buffalo, 
in  club  and  social  life,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading  sportsmen  of 
the  city. 

Born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  February  19,  1897,  Mr.  Trubee  is  a  son 
of  Frank  C.  and  Elizabeth  O.  (Henderson)  Trubee,  who  now  reside  at 
Derby,  New  York.  The  father  was  born  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Octo¬ 
ber  3,  1870,  and  received  his  education  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  old  Bell  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  remaining  with  that  organization  for  twenty-five  years,  his  last 
position  having  been  that  of  district  manager.  He  was  then  connected 
with  the  Morris  Plan  Bank  of  Buffalo  for  fourteen  years,  and  was  general 
manager  and  a  director  when  that  bank  sold  out  to  the  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  For  the  last  nine  years,  Mr.  Trubee  has  been  president  of  the 
Fandango  Mills,  Inc.,  of  Millburn,  New  Jersey,  manufacturers  of  book¬ 
binding  boards,  and  he  is  also  president  of  Trubee,  Inc.,  a  real  estate 
holding  company  of  Buffalo.  He  is  identified  with  the  republican  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  First  Church  at  Evans,  New  York.  Elizabeth  O.  (Hen¬ 
derson)  Trubee  was  born  at  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  John  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Ogden)  Henderson,  now  deceased,  and  who 
were  natives  of  Elizabeth.  The  father  was  a  minister  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  at  Buffalo  for  a 
quarter  century. 


FRANK  C.  TRUBEE,  Jr. 
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Frank  C.  Trubee,  Sr.,  is  a  son  of  Samuel  C.  Trubee,  a  realtor,  who  was 
born  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  while  his  wife,  Ada 
(Alden)  Trubee,  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  died  in  Pasadena, 
California.  Samuel  C.  Trubee  was  a  son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Knapp) 
Trubee.  William  Trubee  was  born  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  was  a  con¬ 
struction  engineer,  and  died  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  His  wife  was 
born  and  died  at  Fairfield.  William  Trubee  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  (Curtis)  Trubee,  the  father  having  been  a  native  of  Fairfield 
and  the  mother  of  Stratford,  Connecticut.  Both  died  in  Fairfield. 

Frank  C.  Trubee,  Jr.,  attended  public  school  No.  56,  in  Buffalo,  and  in 
1915  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school.  He  then  attended  Lafay¬ 
ette  College  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  for  two  years,  but  his  studies  here 
were  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  the  United  States  Army,  June  6, 
1917.  Mr.  Trubee  received  his  military  training  at  Bay  Ridge,  New 
York,  and  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and  was  assigned  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Second  Trench  Mortar  Battery,  Twenty-seventh  Division. 
He  sailed  for  France,  June  7,  1918,  where  he  received  additional  training, 
and  then  saw  active  service  on  the  Argonne  and  Verdun  sectors.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Argonne  offensive  of  September  26,  1918,  also  that  of 
November,  1918.  He  remained  in  France  seven  months,  then  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Upton,  New 
York,  February  4,  1919,  with  non-commissioned  rank.  He  was  subse¬ 
quently  made  an  officer  in  the  cavalry  reserve,  and  is  now  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  this  branch. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Trubee  became  associated 
with  the  investment  department  of  the  Buffalo  Trust  Company,  and 
occupied  this  position  exactly  one  year,  or  until  February  15,  1920.  He 
then  organized  Pistell,  Trubee  &  Company,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he 
was  vice  president  until  February  1,  1925,  when  he  joined  the  firm  of 
Baker,  Mandeville  &  Company,  which  later  became  Baker,  Trubee  & 
Putnam,  Inc.  He  was  vice  president  of  this  company  until  January  13, 
1930,  when  he  assumed  his  present  responsible  position  as  vice  president 
of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company,  in  charge  of  the  investment  department. 
Mr.  Trubee  is  also  a  director  in  Spencer  Kellogg  &  Sons ;  a  director  in  the 
Kellogg  Realty  Corporation ;  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Silver  Creek,  New  York;  a  director  in  the  Terminals  and  Transportation 
Corporation  of  America;  vice  president  and  a  director  in  the  M.  &  T. 
Brokers ;  director  of  the  M.  &  T.  Securities  Corporation  and  the  Fandango 
Mills,  Inc.,  and  vice  president  and  a  director  of  The  Trubee,  Inc. 

On  June  11,  1920,  at  Derby,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Frank  C.  Trubee,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Katherine  Mann,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and 
daughter  of  Stewart  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Kellogg)  Mann,  now  residents  of 
Derby.  Mrs.  Trubee  is  a  graduate  of  the  Bennett  School  of  Millbrook, 
New  York,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trubee  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  F.  Curtis  Trubee  III,  born  February  10,  1922;  Barbara  Trubee, 
born  in  December,  1925 ;  and  Gertrude  Trubee,  born  in  October,  1927. 
Mr.  Trubee’s  church  membership  is  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  of  Buffalo, 
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and  his  political  party  is  the  republican.  In  college  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  fraternity,  and  he  now  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club, 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  Down  Town  Athletic 
Club  of  New  York,  the  Buffalo  Luncheon  Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  the  International  Sportsman’s  Club  of  England,  and 
the  Lake  Shore  Hunt  Club,  of  which  organization  he  is  treasurer  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  stewards.  Mr.  Trubee  is  an  enthusiastic  devotee 
of  polo,  and  raises  fine  polo  ponies  and  hunting  dogs.  His  home,  known 
as  “Blue  Hills,”  is  situated  at  Derby,  New  York. 


FRANK  B.  NOWAK 

Frank  B.  Nowak  has  the  distinction  of  establishing  and  owning  one  of 
the  oldest  Polish  theaters  in  this  section  of  the  state  of  New  York,  his 
Lincoln  theater  being  situated  at  1406  Broadway  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
where  it  has  been  conducted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  since  the 
opening  day,  August  10,  1910.  He  caters  to  the  public  with  rare  dis¬ 
crimination,  and  consequently  has  one  of  the  most  popular  places  of 
entertainment  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Nowak  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  16,  1881,  and  is  a  son  of 
Stanislaw  and  Katie  (Michalak)  Nowak.  The  father  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  May  8,  1854,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1912.  He  was  a  contractor 
and  builder,  a  democrat,  and  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  St.  Stanis¬ 
law  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany,  November 
25,  1864,  and  is  now  residing  in  Buffalo.  They  had  six  sons  and  four 
daughters:  John,  Stephen,  Joseph,  Anthony,  Leo,  Eddie,  Mary,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Kaznowski,  Mrs.  Helen  Levandowski,  and  Mrs.  Peggie  Dybowski, 
all  living  in  Buffalo. 

Frank  B.  Nowak  attended  the  parochial  schools  and  public  school 
No.  31,  and  then  became  an  apprentice  machinist  of  the  Buffalo  Pitts 
Company,  with  whom  he  served  for  four  years.  Afterward  he  became 
associated  with  the  Snow  Steam  Pump  Works  in  Buffalo,  and  later  with 
the  Sizer  Forge  Company  as  a  machinist.  From  1902  to  1906  he  was  in 
the  United  States  Navy,  for  two  and  a  half  years  of  which  time  he  was 
in  the  Philippine  Islands.  He  was  honorably  discharged  as  chief  machin¬ 
ist’s  mate,  first  class,  and  then  again  became  connected  with  the  Sizer 
Forge  Company  of  Buffalo,  working  as  a  machinist  for  two  years.  For 
another  two  years  he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  in  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  shops,  after  which  he  bought  the  ground  at  1406  Broadway 
in  Buffalo,  and  erected  thereon  the  Lincoln  theater,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  with  marked  success. 

Mr.  Nowak  has  followed  an  independent  course  in  politics.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Stanislaw  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  St.  John,  the  Polish  Union,  the  Spanish-American  War 
Veterans,  the  Motion  Picture  Owners  of  New  York  State,  and  the  National 
Association  of  Motion  Picture  Theater  Owners.  Touring  constitutes  his 
recreation. 
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On  September  18,  1906,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Nowak  was  married  to  Miss 
Stella  Symania,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Valentine  and 
Peggie  (Piniewski)  Symania,  natives  of  Germany,  and  now  residents  of 
Buffalo,  where  the  father  is  a  machinist.  Mrs.  Nowak  was  educated  in 
the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Polish 
Union  and  St.  Stanislaw’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  Nowak  home  is 
at  653  Humboldt  parkway. 


WILLIAM  C.  LEHR 

With  the  history  of,  the  Snow  Dental  Company  of  Buffalo  the  name  of 
William  C.  Lehr  is  inseparably  associated,  for  he  has  been  with  the  organi¬ 
zation  throughout  the  period  of  its  existence  and  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  has  successfully  controlled  its  activities.  He  was  born  in 
Erie  county,  September  19,  1863,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Herttle) 
Lehr,  natives  of  Germany.  The  grandfather,  Frederick  Lehr,  and  his 
son  Henry  sailed  for  America  in  1850  and  on  arriving  in  New  York  city 
they  were  robbed  of  the  money  they  had  in  their  possession  but  fortu¬ 
nately  had  railroad  tickets  to  Buffalo,  where  they  were  cared  for  by 
friends.  They  purchased  land  on  the  Spring  Brook  road,  in  what  is  now 
East  Seneca,  New  York,  and  on  that  property  Frederick  Lehr  long  re¬ 
sided,  passing  away  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Elizabeth 
Herttle  came  to  the  United  States  as  a  young  girl  with  her  parents,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  about  the  year  1854.  They  made  their  way  to  Buffalo, 
from  which  point  they  proceeded  to  Lancaster,  New  York,  but  soon  after¬ 
ward  returned  to  Buffalo,  establishing  their  home  in  East  Seneca,  where 
their  daughter  Elizabeth  was  subsequently  married  to  Henry  Lehr.  Of 
the  two  children  born  to  them  the  daughter,  Frederica,  became  the  wife 
of  George  Lutz,  of  Buffalo,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  while 
her  husband  reached  the  sixty-second  milestone  on  life’s  journey.  They 
had  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  are  George, 
William  and  Bertha. 

William  C.  Lehr  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  his  education  was 
limited  to  attendance  at  the  country  schools  of  that  locality.  The  life  of 
an  agriculturist  did  not  appeal  to  him  and  when  about  seventeen  he  left 
home,  becoming  an  apprentice  in  the  employ  of  Hart,  Ball  &  Hart,  whose 
machine  shop  was  located  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Ellicott 
Square  office  building  in  Buffalo.  For  thirteen  years  Mr.  Lehr  remained 
with  that  firm,  becoming  an  expert  machinist,  and  in  1891  assumed  the 
duties  of  foreman  of  the  plant  which  Dr.  Snow  established  at  that  time 
for  the  manufacture  of  dental  instruments.  About  1900  the  business  was 
incorporated  with  Dr.  George  Burrell  Snow  as  the  president  and  the  other 
offices  were  held  by  Edwin  Davis  and  William  C.  Lehr.  For  nearly  forty 
years  Mr.  Lehr  has  continued  with  the  one  organization,  devoting  the  best 
efforts  of  his  life  to  its  development,  and  as  president  of  the  company  he 
manifests  the  wisdom,  initiative  and  administrative  power  which  never 
fail  to  bring  satisfactory  results.  The  corporation  is  noted  for  the  high 
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standard  maintained  in  its  dental  specialties,  which  are  shipped  to  many 
parts  of  the  world,  making  Buffalo  widely  known  in  this  connection. 

Mr.  Lehr  married  Miss  Katherine  Hohmeyer,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
and  when  blit  two  and  a  half  years  old  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her 
parents.  Her  father,  John  Hohmeyer,  followed  the  occupation  of  shoe 
making  as  a  life  work,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and 
her  mother  is  also  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lehr  were  born  five  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Minnie  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  daughters  are 
Catherine,  Henrietta  and  Delia,  and  the  son,  George  F.,  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Snow  Dental  Company.  Formerly  Mrs.  Lehr  was  very  active  in 
the  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Kenmore,  with  which  the  family 
have  been  identified  for  several  years,  and  Mr.  Lehr  is  a  member  of  the 
Men’s  Brotherhood  of  the  church.  His  Masonic  affiliations  are  with  Master. 
Builders  Lodge,  No.  911,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Kenmore,  and  Tonawanda  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.  He  also  belongs  to  Northern  Star  Lodge,  No.  458,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
of  Buffalo,  and  exemplifies  in  his  daily  life  the  high  ideals  of  the  religious 
and  fraternal  organizations  which  he  represents.  He  received  few  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  in  his  youth  but  has  proved  an  apt  pupil  in  the  school 
of  experience  and  his  record  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  when  effort  and  ambition  combine. 


AUGUSTUS  H.  SHEARER,  Ph.  D. 

Dr.  Augustus  H.  Shearer  has  been  the  librarian  of  the  Grosvenor 
Library  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  since  the  year  1917,  and  holds  an  eminent 
position  in  connection  with  library  work,  educational  affairs,  and  in  liter¬ 
ary  pursuits,  to  all  of  which  he  has  given  close  attention  during  recent 
years.  He  is  widely  known  as  an  authority  on  bibliography,  and  has  held 
important  university  and  college  appointments  in  teaching  prior  to  his 
incumbency  at  Buffalo.  In  the  civic  and  social  life  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Shearer 
has  maintained  a  place  in  accord  with  the  dignified  and  important  posi¬ 
tion  he  now  holds,  and  he  has  demonstrated  a  marked  fitness  and  com¬ 
petency  for  the  responsible  duties  entrusted  to  his  care. 

Dr.  Shearer  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  February  21, 
1878,  a  son  of  Isaac  D.  and  Sarah  W.  (Hunt)  Shearer.  The  father  was 
born  at  Chester  Springs,  Pennsylvania,  July  28,  1844,  and  died  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  February  28,  1926.  He  was  a  merchant  until  his  retirement,  and 
was  associated  with  John  Wanamaker  for  twenty-five  years,  the  last  four 
years  of  this  period  as  a  partner.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war;  a 
republican  in  political  affiliation ;  and  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Susan  (Davis)  Shearer,  the  former  having 
been  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  Robesonia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  also  a  merchant;  served  as  postmaster,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  from  1856  to  1858,  having  been 
elected  on  the  republican  ticket.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  Chester  county, 
and  died  in  Robesonia.  Samuel  Shearer  was  a  son  of  Conrad  Shearer,  the 
latter  a  son  of  Conrad  Shearer,  Sr.,  who  came  to  the  United  States  from 
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Germany,  and  settled  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania.  There  he  married 
Rebecca  Ash,  of  Downingtown,  that  county. 

Sarah  W.  (Hunt)  Shearer,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Augustus  H.  Shearer, 
was  born  in  Ringoes,  New  Jersey,  April  10,  1850,  and  died  in  Philadelphia, 
January  26,  1918.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Augustus  and  Wilhelmina 
(Williamson)  Hunt.  Her  father  was  born  in  1821,  at  Lawrenceville,  New 
Jersey,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1894.  He  was  in  the  ice  business 
during  his  active  career,  and  in  his  later  years  was  president  of  the 
Knickerbocker  Ice  Company.  He  was  a  son  of  Reuben  and  Valeria 
(Mershon)  Hunt  of  New  Jersey.  His  wife  was  born  in  Mercer  county, 
New  Jersey,  in  1821,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1905. 

Augustus  H.  Shearer  graduated  from  the  William  Penn  Charter  School 
in  1895,  and  in  1899  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Rutgers 
College  at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  He  continued  his  higher  studies 
at  Harvard,  from  which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  1904.  For  the  following  two  years,  he  taught  history  in 
Trinity  College  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  then  from  1906  until  1909 
taught  history  at  Dartmouth  College,  after  which  he  again  taught  the 
same  subject  at  Hamilton  College  until  the  year  1912.  Next  he  held  the 
position  of  bibliographer  of  the  Newberry  Library  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
from  1912  to  1917,  when  he  assumed  his  present  position,  that  of  librarian 
of  the  Grosvenor  Library  in  Buffalo. 

Dr.  Shearer  has  always  given  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  is  secretary  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of  America,  and  was  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Library  Association  from  1923  to  1924  and  again  from  1928 
to  1929.  From  1924  to  1929  he  was  an  editor  of  the  Mississippi  Valley 
Historical  Review,  and  during  the  same  period  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Buffalo  Seminary.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Symphony  Society  and 
chairman  of  the  Buffalo  chapter  of  the  English  Speaking  Union.  He  is 
editor  of  two  volumes  of  Lodge’s  History  of  Nations,  and  is  an  associate 
editor  of  the  new  Larned  History  for  Ready  Reference,  to  which  he  has 
contributed  various  articles  and  reviews.  He  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club, 
the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  in  which  he  is  serving  on  the  board 
of  managers,  the  Scriptores  Club,  the  Scholia  Club,  and  the  Thursday 
Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Upsilon  collegiate  fraternity,  and  of 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honorary  scholarship  fraternity. 

On  December  4,  1915,  at  Dafoe,  Michigan,  Dr.  Shearer  was  married 
to  Inez  Ardelle  Rogers,  a  native  of  Chaumont,  New  York,  and  daughter 
of  Austin  L.  and  Mary  A.  (Guile)  Rogers,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  New  York.  Mrs.  Shearer’s  father  resides  at  San  Diego, 
California,  and  is  president  of  the  Rogers  Brothers  Seed  Company  of 
Chicago,  Illinois.  His  wife  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Shearer  attended  Wheaton 
Academy,  and  in  1912  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Mt. 
Holyoke  College.  Following  her  graduation,  she  was  assistant  in  the  art 
department  of  her  alma  mater,  then  in  1913-14  was  connected  with  the 
Chicago  School  of  Social  Work.  In  1914  she  engaged  in  social  work  at 
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San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  of  the  College  Club  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  have  four  children :  Mary  Ardelle  Shearer,  born 
March  25,  1917 ;  Sarah  Hunt  Shearer,  born  November  30,  1919 ;  Anne 
Francis  Shearer,  born  July  14,  1922;  and  David  Hunt  Shearer,  born  April 
13,  1927.  The  urban  residence  of  the  Shearer  family  is  at  297  Linwood 
avenue  in  Buffalo,  but  an  attractive  summer  home  is  maintained  also  at 
Bryn  Ocher,  at  South  Wales,  New  York,  on  a  tract  of  seventy  acres. 


OTTO  RICHARD  RICK 

To  mercantile  pursuits,  Otto  Richard  Rick,  of  Buffalo,  has  devoted  his 
active  business  career  with  notable  success,  and  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  most  skillful  buyers  of  the  state  in  his  particular  field.  He  is 
now  department  manager  and  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  firm  of  Adam, 
Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company,  with  which  he  has  been  associated  since 
1878,  the  year  in  which  he  embarked  upon  his  business  activities.  He 
has  also  helpfully  participated  in  civic  and  social  affairs  of  Buffalo,  and 
is  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  the  first  rank  wherever  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Rick  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  26,  1865,  a  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Motsch)  Rick.  His  grandparents  were  John  Adam  and  Teresa 
(Fromeller)  Rick,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  New  York.  John  Adam  Rick  first  settled  in  New  York  city,  but 
later  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Holmes  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  John  Rick,  the  father,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  2, 
1841,  and  here  died  in  the  year  1906.  He  learned  the  sheet  metal  trade 
under  Sydney  Shepard  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  then  entered  the  sheet 
metal  and  hardware  business  for  himself  on  Batavia  street  (now  Broad¬ 
way)  .  He  was  subsequently  associated  with  the  firm  of  Hart,  Ball  &  Hart 
and  others  in  Buffalo.  He  was  a  volunteer  fireman,  and  foreman  of 
Niagara  Hose  Company  No.  7,  while  religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the 
St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Elizabeth  (Motsch)  Rick,  the  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  8,  1841,  and 
died  here  in  1924. 

Otto  R.  Rick  received  his  education  in  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school 
and  in  public  school  No.  16.  In  1878  he  became  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company,  and  has  retained  this  connection 
during  the  succeeding  years  to  the  present.  First,  he  held  the  humble 
position  of  cash  boy,  but  quickly  was  promoted  and  became  a  buyer  when 
he  was  only  twenty  years  of  age.  One  of  the  leading  trade  magazines 
commented  most  favorably  upon  this  achievement,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
youngest  buyers  to  visit  New  York  city  for  a  large  mercantile  firm.  Mr. 
Rick  has  made  numerous  trips  abroad,  visiting  foreign  markets  in  the 
interests  of  his  employers.  For  the  past  ten  years,  1920-30,  he  has  been 
department  manager  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  company.  At  one 
time,  he  was  also  joint  owner,  with  his  brother,  the  late  Frederick  F. 
Rick,  in  the  firm  of  F.  F.  Rick  &  Company,  dealers  in  bicycle  supplies, 
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at  517-19  Main  street.  They  also  operated  a  factory  on  Oak  street  for 
the  manufacture  of  pyrography,  which  was  sold  at  retail  in  this  store. 
For  three  terms,  Mr.  Rick  was  president  of  the  National  Wholesale  Notion 
Buyers  Association  and  for  many  years  was  president  and  manager  of 
the  St.  Louis  Dramatic  Circle. 

Mr.  Rick  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cathedral  parish 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
in  which  he  has  attained  the  fourth  degree.  The  Buffalo  Athletic  Club 
and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  number  him  among  their  members.  His 
favorite  recreation  is  motoring. 

On  February  6,  1895,  in  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Buffalo, 
Mr.  Rick  was  married  to  Frances  B.  Futterer,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Magdalena  (Rehm)  Futterer,  who  were  born 
in  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo.  The  father  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a  painter  and  decorator  by  trade.  Mrs.  Rick  received  her  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school  and  in  the  D’Youville  College  of 
Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Cathedral  parish. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick  have  been  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Richard  Thomas  Rick,  the  first  in  order  of  birth,  graduated  at  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  high  school  of  Buffalo  and  from  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  During  the  World  war  he  served  in  various  camps  in  the 
United  States,  and  in  Honolulu,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  is 
now  associated  with  the  Shell  Oil  Company  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Patek  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Marie  Elizabeth  Rick,  who 
was  educated  in  the  Nardin  Academy  and  the  State  Teachers  College, 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  prior  to  her  marriage  to  George 
T.  Ganey  of  this  city,  the  latter  being  associated  with  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Buffalo.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Joan,  George,  Phillis,  and  John  Rick  Ganey.  Agnes  Elizabeth 
Rick,  who  atttended  the  Nardin  Academy  and  graduated  in  nursing  from 
the  Children’s  Hospital  and  the  General  Hospital  in  Buffalo,  is  now  prac¬ 
ticing  her  profession  in  this  city.  Maurice  Rick,  the  second  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  Rick  family  residence  in  Buffalo 
is  situated  at  29  Highland  avenue. 


HORACE  BURTON  POMEROY 

Horace  Burton  Pomeroy,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  firm  of  Schoell- 
kopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy,  dealers  in  investment  securities,  and  also  offi¬ 
cially  associated  with  a  number  of  other  financial  organizations,  is  one  of 
Buffalo’s  recognized  authorities  on  investment  security  matters.  Mr. 
Pomeroy  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1913,  and  during  the  inter¬ 
vening  years  has  become  firmly  established  as  one  of  the  community’s 
most  loyal  and  popular  citizens,  manifesting  a  consistent  spirit  of  coopera¬ 
tion  in  those  activities  in  which  the  leading  men  of  Buffalo  have  been 
interested. 

Horace  B.  Pomeroy  was  born  at  Troy,  Pennsylvania,  June  3,  1879,  a 
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son  of  Charles  Burton  and  Sophia  (Webber)  Pomeroy.  The  father,  who 
was  born  and  died  in  Troy,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  republican  in  politics.  He  was  a  son  of 
Eleazer  and  Laura  (Brewster)  Pomeroy,  of  whom  the  former  was  born 
at  Coventry,  Connecticut,  and  died  near  Troy,  Pennsylvania,  while  the 
latter  was  also  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  Eleazer 
Pomeroy  was  a  son  of  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Connecticut.  Sophia  (Webber)  Pomeroy,  the  mother  of  Horace  B. 
Pomeroy,  was  born  in  1831,  at  Monterey,  New  York,  and  died  in  1895, 
at  Troy,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Jane  Albina 
(Welch)  Webber.  Lorenzo  Webber,  who  was  a  capitalist,  was  born  in 
New  York  state  and  died  at  Elmira,  New  York. 

Horace  B.  Pomeroy  attended  the  district  school  and  high  school  at 
Troy,  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated  from  the  Lawrenceville  School  at 
Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  in  1899.  In  1903  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale  University,  and  in  1906  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts  from  the  same  institution.  He  then  became  associated  with  the 
Bankers  Trust  Company  of  New  York  city,  with  which  firm  he  had  first 
been  employed  in  1903  as  a  messenger.  He  remained  with  this  company 
until  1908.  In  August,  1908,  he  became  connected  with  Harris  Forbes  & 
Company  of  New  York  city,  as  a  correspondent  in  their  sales  department, 
and  there  remained  for  three  years,  then  moved  to  Rochester,  where  he 
established  an  office  for  the  same  company.  In  September,  1913,  he  was 
transferred  to  Buffalo,  to  conduct  the  business  of  his  firm  in  this  city  and 
in  western  New  York.  This  position  he  held  until  January  1,  1921,  when 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy,  Inc., 
dealers  in  investment  securities,  of  which  organization  he  is  now  vice 
president,  treasurer  and  one  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  belongs  to  the  North  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
is  an  elder,  and  for  ten  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school, 
while  formerly  he  was  president  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  this  church.  His 
political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  His  club  and  fraternal 
associations  are  with  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City, 
the  University  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Hunt  Club,  the  Psi  Upsilon  Fraternity  Alumni  of  Buffalo  (ex¬ 
president),  and  also  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  is 
now  president.  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  director  of  the  Kawartha  Fishing  Club  of 
Fenelon  Falls,  Ontario.  His  favorite  diversions  are  hunting,  fishing,  and 
golf,  of  which  sports  he  is  an  enthusiastic  devotee. 

In  New  York  city,  November  17,  1909,  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  married  to 
Miss  Ethel  Josephine  Braman,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of 
Chester  Alwyn  and  Josephine  Adele  (Clark)  Braman.  Chester  A.  Braman 
was  born  in  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  and  died  in  New  York  city,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1928,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was  senior  and  manag¬ 
ing  partner  of  A.  D.  Juilliard  &  Company  of  New  York  city.  His  wife 
was  born  in  New  York  city,  a  daughter  of  Corson  Clark,  realtor  and  noted 
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actor  of  that  period,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Allen,  who  was  at 
one  time  mayor  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  graduated  from  the 
(formerly)  Miss  Dana’s  School  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  in  1903.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  of  Buffalo,  the  Town 
Club,  the  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club,  and  the  Hunt  Club  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pomeroy  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Horace  B.,  Jr.,  born  September  10,  1910,  is  a  student  at  Yale  University, 
class  of  1934;  Lawrence,  born  January  21,  1913,  is  also  a  student  at  Yale 
University,  class  of  1934;  Josephine  Adele  was  born  July  2,  1917;  and 
Braman  was  born  February  21,  1920. 

Mr.  Pomeroy’s  city  residence  is  at  550  Lafayette  avenue,  while  his 
summer  home,  “Meanwhile,”  is  at  Wanakah,  New  York. 


GEORGE  G.  DAVIDSON,  Jr. 

For  a  third  of  a  century  George  G.  Davidson,  Jr.,  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo  and  during  this  period  has  not  only  com¬ 
manded  his  full  share  of  the  legal  business  of  the  community,  but  has 
also  ably  filled  several  public  positions.  He  was  born  in  Albany,  New 
York,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1872,  a  son  of  George  G.  and  Julia  (Gris¬ 
wold)  Davidson.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  Albany  and  for  many 
years  was  well  known  as  a  successful  and  influential  banker  of  that  city. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  George  and  Janet  (Andrew)  Davidson, 
the  former  an  early  printer,  in  which  field  of  effort  he  achieved  success. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Walter  H.  Griswold,  was  a  resident  of  Delhi, 
New  York,  and  was  actively  identified  with  the  leading  bank  of  that  com¬ 
munity.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Betts.  To  George  G.  and  Julia 
Davidson  were  born  four  children,  George  G.,  Jr.,  Elizabeth,  Janet  and 
Alexander,  the  last  named  now  well  known  as  one  of  Buffalo’s  leading 
attorneys. 

George  G.  Davidson,  Jr.,  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Albany,  after  which  he  entered  Williams  College,  at  Williams- 
town,  Massachusetts,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1895.  He  began  preparation  for  his  life  work  by  attendance  at 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1897.  Admitted  to  the  bar,  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Frisbie,  Davidson  &  Redfield,  later  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Harrington  &  Davidson.  During  subsequent  years  he  has  appeared  as 
counsel  in  many  important  cases  tried  in  the  courts  of  this  county  and 
has  always  given  a  good  account  of  himself,  having  been  much  more  than 
ordinarily  successful  as  a  practitioner. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Spencer  Prentiss, 
a  daughter  of  Jerome  I.  and  Ellen  (Hawley)  Prentiss.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davidson  have  three  children,  Celestia,  George  Graham  and  Jerome.  In 
his  political  alignment  Mr.  Davidson  is  a  democrat  and  has  always  shown 
a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  rendered  able  service  as  a  member 
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of  the  city  civil  service  commission  from  1904  until  1909,  and  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  aldermen  during  1914-15.  He  served  as  collector  of 
customs  of  the  Buffalo  district  from  1918  to  1922  and  is  now  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Buffalo  public  library.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Zeta  Psi  and  Delta  Phi  college  fraternities,  the  Buffalo  Ath¬ 
letic  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Williams  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  has  had  a  long  and  fruitful  career,  marked  by  rigid  observance 
of  the  noblest  ethics  of  his  profession,  and  throughout  the  community  has 
long  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 


PHILIP  C.  BARTH 

Philip  C.  Barth,  though  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  legal 
profession  in  Buffalo,  is  showing  great  promise  of  continuous  advance¬ 
ment  at  the  bar  and  is  building  up  a  substantial  practice.  He  was  born 
in  Buffalo  on  the  1st  of  October,  1906,  and  is  one  of  the  seven  children 
of  Frank  X.  and  Mary  (Baier)  Barth,  the  former  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine 
and  the  latter  in  Germany.  Two  of  their  sons  are  veterans  of  the  World 
war,  Charles  G.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo, 
having  served  as  a  first  lieutenant  and  Frank  L.  having  served  overseas 
as  a  corporal. 

Philip  C.  Barth  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  city  and  after  graduating  from  high  school  entered  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  June,  1928.  He  was  at  once  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  his  professional  career  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Berkery,  Barth  &  Ganim,  with  offices  in  the  Manufacturers  and 
Traders  building.  He  is  a  constant  student  of  his  profession,  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  latest  court  decisions  and  adhering  closely  to  the  highest 
ethics  of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Barth  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  K.  Eustace  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Philip  C.,  Jr.  Mr.  Barth  is  a  member  of  vari¬ 
ous  clubs  and  civic  organizations,  as  well  as  the  Erie  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  As¬ 
sociation.  He  possesses  a  strong  and  forceful  personality  and  is  by  nature 
well  fitted  for  the  high  calling  to  which  he  is  devoting  his  life. 


WILLIAM  JACOB  DAETSCH 

Through  two  channels,  William  Jacob  Daetsch  has  attained  eminent 
success  in  his  active  career.  In  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo  he  has 
achieved  marked  distinction,  and  in  the  conduct  of  banking  affairs  he  has 
also  risen  to  high  rank,  for  he  is  the  president  of  the  Seneca  National 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  likewise  president  of  the  Ebenezer  State  Bank  of 
Ebenezer,  New  York,  and  an  officer  and  director  in  a  number  of  other 
organizations  of  importance  in  western  New  York.  He  has  displayed 
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uncommon  ability  and  talent  in  the  fields  in  which  he  has  labored,  and 
has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  contacted  by 
his  inherent  honesty,  gracious  personality,  and  fine  appreciation  of  his 
duties  as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Daetsch  was  born  in  Gardenville,  New  York,  May  10,  1886,  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Magdalena  (Haier)  Daetsch.  The  father  was  born  at  Ben¬ 
nington,  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  and  died  in  the  year  1915.  For 
several  years  he  was  superintendent  of  highways  in  his  home  township. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  at  Eden,  New  York,  is  now  residing  at  Buffalo. 
Conrad  Daetsch,  the  grandfather  of  William  Jacob,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  first  he 
worked  for  farmers,  but  finally  operated  several  farms  of  his  own,  also 
conducted  the  Gardenville  Factory,  sawmill,  grist  mill,  and  manufactured 
garden  tools.  He  was  for  many  years  assessor  and  collector  for  the  town 
of  West  Seneca.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  William  Jacob  Daetsch 
was  a  tanner  and  farmer,  and  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  when 
he  was  a  young  man.  For  many  years,  he  operated  a  tannery  at  Eden, 
New  York.  He  was  a  prominent  church  worker,  and  devoted  much  of  his 
time  and  money  to  charitable  work  among  his  fellow  townsmen. 

William  Jacob  Daetsch  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Gardenville,  New  York,  and  entered  Cornell  University  in  1905.  He  was 
obliged  to  earn  his  tuition  and  living  expenses  while  studying  for  the 
bar,  but  he  was  industrious  and  ambitious,  and  in  1908  he  received  from 
the  school  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state.  Ill  health  prevented  him  from 
immediately  taking  up  active  practice,  and  he  sought  outdoor  work  for 
a  time.  He  first  accepted  a  position  in  a  stone  quarry,  and  afterward 
with  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company  (now  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Com¬ 
pany)  at  Lackawanna,  New  York.  Some  time  later,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hoyt  &  Spratt,  corporation  attorneys  of  Buffalo,  as  a  law  clerk, 
and  here  remained  for  about  one  year.  He  then  joined  Daniel  V.  Murphy 
in  a  partnership  as  the  firm  of  Murphy  &  Daetsch,  but  this  association 
was  dissolved  during  the  same  year  by  Mr.  Murphy’s  death.  Mr.  Daetsch 
then  practiced  alone  until  1924,  and  for  fourteen  years  of  this  time  acted 
as  corporation  counsel  for  the  town  of  West  Seneca.  In  1924  he  formed 
the  firm  of  Daetsch,  Paul  &  Lesswing,  but  retired  in  1930  to  enter  into 
partnership  with  a  young  man  with  whom  he  had  been  associated  since 
1910,  and  this  firm  is  now  known  as  Daetsch  &  Pfeiffer. 

In  1918  Mr.  Daetsch  was  elected  a  director  of  the  South  Side  Bank  of 
Buffalo  and  so  continued  after  its  merger  with  the  Community  National 
Bank,  and  until  it  was  sold  to  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo.  In  1921  he 
organized  and  was  elected  president  and  a  director  of  the  Ebenezer  State 
Bank.  At  that  time  he  was  thirty-four  years  of  age, — the  youngest  bank 
president  in  the  state  of  New  York.  On  January  1,  1930,  he  was  elected 
president  and  a  director  of  the  Seneca  National  Bank,  and  since  that  time 
the  institution  has  shown  an  increase  of  ten  percent  in  its  deposits.  These 
two  banks  with  which  he  is  connected  have  over  two  million  dollars  in 
resources.  The  Ebenezer  State  Bank  declared  a  fifty  percent  stock  divi- 
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dend  after  five  years  operation,  and  is  now  paying  a  sixteen  percent  divi¬ 
dend,  or  twenty-four  percent  on  original  stock. 

Mr.  Daetsch  is  a  director  of  the  Abstract  Title  &  Trust  Company ; 
a  director  and  secretary  of  C.  V.  Baldwin  &  Company;  president  of  the 
Cazenovia  Gardens,  Incorporated ;  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Elm¬ 
hurst  Improvement  Corporation ;  a  director  of  Brott  &  Company,  Incor¬ 
porated  ;  a  director  and  secretary  of  City  Shares,  Incorporated ;  a  director 
and  secretary  of  the  Ebenezer  Cemetery  Corporation ;  senior  partner  of 
the  Daetsch  Realty  &  Insurance  Company ;  vice  president  and  a  director  of 
the  Seneca  Battery  Corporation;  and  president  of  the  Ebenezer  Investors 
Corporation. 

When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war,  Mr.  Daetsch  endeav¬ 
ored  to  enlist  in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  but  was  refused  on 
physical  grounds.  He  thereupon  exerted  every  effort  to  do  his  patriotic 
duty  as  a  citizen,  and  acted  as  chairman  of  the  draft  board  for  West 
Seneca  and  as  vice  chairman  for  the  Liberty  Loan  drives.  His  political 
affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  De  Molay 
Lodge  of  Masons,  and  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  He 
belongs  to  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Church,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  very  active  in  the  char¬ 
itable  work  of  that  institution. 

In  Buffalo,  November  25,  1915,  Mr.  Daetsch  was  married  to  Miss  Irene 
Krupp,  of  this  city,  a  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Anna  Krupp,  the  former 
now  living  retired  in  Buffalo,  while  the  mother  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Daetsch 
is  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Mercy  Academy.  She  is  vice  president  of  the 
women’s  board  of  Mercy  Hospital,  and  is  very  active  in  local  girl  scout 
work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daetsch  have  two  children:  William  J.,  who  was 
born  in  1917,  is  a  junior  (1930)  in  the  South  Park  high  school;  and 
Betty  Irene,  born  in  1920,  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  The 
Daetsch  family  residence  is  situated  at  498  McKinley  parkway. 


FRED  CURTISS  DEMING 

Fred  Curtiss  Deming  is  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  the  steel 
trade  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  Car¬ 
negie  Steel  Company,  or  its  predecessor,  Carnegie,  Phipps  &  Company, 
since  1892.  He  is  now  manager  of  sales  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company, 
having  had  to  do  with  this  phase  of  the  work  continuously  since  he  joined 
the  corporation.  His  long  period  of  service  is  in  itself  indicative  of  his 
merit,  his  efficiency  and  the  accurate  knowledge  of  the  business  which  he 
possesses.  Likewise,  in  various  civic,  club  and  social  circles  of  Buffalo, 
he  has  held  a  prominent  place  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Deming  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  5,  1868,  a  son  of  Frederic  and 
Cornelia  Wadsworth  (Curtiss)  Deming.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Samuel  Deming,  a  farmer  of  Connecticut,  a  major  in  the  militia  of  that 
state,  and  interested  in  the  operation  of  the  “underground  railroad,”  the 
secret  fugitive  slave  route  during  the  Civil  war.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
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men  who  established  Miss  Sarah  Porter  in  the  noted  Porter  School  at 
Farmington,  Connecticut,  the  school  building  being  situated  adjacent  to 
his  home. 

Frederic  Deming  was  a  native  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  and  died 
in  August,  1920.  He  came  to  Buffalo  about  1858  and  here  entered  the 
leather  business  with  Charles  and  George  Williams,  sons  of  Gibson  T. 
Williams.  He  later  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bickford,  Curtiss  & 
Deming,  manufacturing  leather  belting,  with  tanneries  at  Spring  Brook 
and  Salamanca,  New  York,  Until  1873.  Frederic  Deming  was  also  connected 
with  the  Buffalo  Street  Railway  Company,  now  the  International  Railway 
Corporation,  but  retired  from  active  business  about  fifteen  years  ago.  He 
was  a  republican  in  his  political  allegiance.  His  wife,  Cornelia  Wads¬ 
worth  Curtiss  Deming,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Curtiss,  the  latter  an  alderman,  first  president  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan 
Asylum  and  builder  of  the  Curtis  block  at  the  corner  of  Seneca  and  Pearl 
streets  in  this  city. 

Fred  Curtiss  Deming  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
State  Normal  School.  Having  completed  his  studies  he  obtained  his  first 
position,  that  of  office  boy,  with  the  firm  of  Albright  &  Smith,  agents  for 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  remaining  with  the  firm 
from  November,  1884,  to  April,  1892,  during  which  period  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  position  of  salesman.  In  1892,  he  became  connected  with 
Carnegie,  Phipps  &  Company,  predecessors  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company, 
as  a  salesman  from  the  Buffalo  office.  He  was  promoted  to  assistant  man¬ 
ager  of  sales  about  1903,  and  on  August  1,  1911,  was  appointed  manager 
of  sales,  his  present  incumbency.  He  is  also  manager  of  sales  for  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Steel  Company  and  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Company,  his 
office  being  situated  in  the  Marine  Trust  building  at  Buffalo. 

On  October  18,  1890,  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  Mr.  Deming  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Daisy  H.  Chase,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Frances  (McClure)  Chase,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Her  father  was  formerly  in  the  plumbing  and  steamfitting  supply  business. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  have  become  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Cath¬ 
erine  Lewis  Deming,  born  December  2,  1892,  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Teachers  College,  is  the  wife  of  James  K.  Chase,  of  Buffalo,  purchasing 
agent  for  the  Merchants  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  the  Guardians 
Casualty  Company.  Cornelia  Wadsworth  Deming,  born  September  3,  1895, 
is  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  D.  Van 
Arnam,  the  latter  a  native  of  Buffalo,  now  with  the  Johns  Manville  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  city  and  residing  in  South  Orange,  New  Jersey.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Van  Arnam  have  three  children:  William  D.  Jr.,  Frederic  D.,  and 
Cornelia  Jane.  Mrs.  Deming  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club 
and  the  Century  Whist  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  reside  in  the  West¬ 
brook  apartments  in  Buffalo,  and  also  maintain  a  summer  home  at 
Wanakah. 

During  the  period  of  this  country’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr. 
Deming  was  active  on  various  committees  and  served  during  the  Liberty 
Loan  and  the  Red  Cross  drives.  Mr.  Deming’s  political  support  is  ac- 


i 


ii 


552 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


corded  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Westminster  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Historical  Society,  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  New  York 
State  Electric  Railway  Association,  the  American  Electric  Railway  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  American  Iron  &  Steel  Institute,  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Fred  Curtiss  Deming  was  president  and 
a  director  of  the  old  Ellicott  Club  at  the  time  arrangements  were  made  to 
form  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  he  served  on  the  committee  in  charge 
of  forming  this  merger.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  three  years,  and  is  today  one  of  the  leading  figures  in  this 
civic-spirited  organization. 


LYMAN  D.  WALRATH 

Lyman  D.  Walrath  is  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Acme  Shale 
Brick  Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  been  one  of  the  factors  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  success  of  this  business.  The  plants  of  this  concern  are 
situated  at  Shaleton,  near  Buffalo,  and  the  offices  are  at  1153  Main  street 
in  the  latter  city.  Mr.  Walrath  was  born  in  Portville,  New  York,  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1876,  a  son  of  Alvin  A.  and  Frances  (Baker)  Walrath.  The 
father  was  born  in  Rothburnville,  New  York,  June  21,  1850,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  December  6,  1917.  Frances  (Baker)  Walrath  was  born  in  Port¬ 
ville,  New  Nork,  November  13,  1856,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  April  20,  1919. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Charlotte  (Dow)  Baker,  the  father 
having  been  a  farmer  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 

Lyman  D.  Walrath  attended  the  public  schools  of  Portville  and  Olean, 
New  York,  also  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College  in  Buffalo.  He 
then  became  associated  with  Charles  Berrick  Sons  Company  as  time¬ 
keeper  and  bookkeeper,  filling  that  position  from  1897  to  1902.  For  eight 
years  he  was  with  the  Queen  City  Brick  Company,  and  next  was  secretary 
of  the  Globe  Plaster  Company  for  two  years.  In  1913  he  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  Acme  Shale  Brick  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  when  it  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1924  he  became  vice  president  and  treasurer,  his  present 
positions. 

Mr.  Walrath  is  a  republican.  A  member  of  the  Lafayette  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  he  has  served  for  two  terms  as  one  of  its  trustees.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buffalo  Auto¬ 
mobile  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  For  three  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Forty-third  Separate  Company  of  the  New  York 
State  National  Guard  at  Olean,  New  York,  and  during  the  period  of  the 
country’s  participation  in  the  World  war  he  was  active  in  the  Liberty 
Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives.  Traveling  and  viewing  interesting  places  are 
his  chief  recreations. 

Mr.  Walrath  was  united  in  marriage,  May  13,  1902,  in  Erie,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  to  Miss  Susan  Rainie,  a  native  of  Campbellford,  Ontario,  who 
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died  in  Buffalo,  June  16,  1927.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walrath  became  the  parents 
of  a  daughter  and  a  son.  Whitney  Thomas  Walrath,  born  January  8, 
1904,  graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  in  Buffalo  and  from  Colgate 
University,  receiving  his  B.  S.  degree  from  the  latter  institution  in  1926. 
He  is  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Acme  Shale  Brick  Company,  and  is  a 
member  of  Ely  Parker  Lodge,  No.  1002,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Builders’  Exchange,  the  Scalp 
and  Blade,  and  the  Sigma  Chi  fraternity.  Frances  Ruth  Walrath,  born 
February  25,  1913,  was  a  pupil  in  the  Elmwood  School,  and  attended  the 
Buffalo  Seminary  for  two  years,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  Mary  Lyon 
School  at  Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Walrath  was  married  October  8,  1929,  to  Ada  M.  Thompson,  of 
Cherokee,  Oklahoma,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Nettie  Titus  of  that  place. 
The  Walrath  residence  in  Buffalo  is  at  276  Middlesex  road. 


GEORGE  OTTO  WEIDENBACH 

On  September  9,  1927,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  occurred  the  death  of 
George  Otto  Weidenbach,  one  of  the  most  representative  and  successful 
German-born  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  In  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  he  held  high  repute,  and  in  this  occupation  he  was  in 
partnership  with  his  wife,  who  carries  on  the  work  since  his  death.  He 
was  known  as  a  man  of  stanch  character,  and  with  the  ability  to  make 
many  friends.  In  political  and  civic  matters,  he  manifested  a  helpful 
interest,  and  was  active  in  all  movements  which  he  considered  of  benefit 
to  the  community. 

Mr.  Weidenbach  was  born  in  Germany,  May  17,  1875,  a  son  of  the  late 
Ernest  and  Augusta  (Schley)  Weidenbach,  and  one  of  a  large  family  of 
children.  He  has  a  brother  and  sister,  August  Weidenbach  and  Mrs.  Julia 
Fischer,  living  at  Buffalo,  three  sisters  and  a  brother  still  in  Germany 
and  a  sister  in  the  Argentine  Republic.  Mr.  Weidenbach  received  his 
education  in  the  fatherland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  settled  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Iroquois  Hotel,  then  the  leading  hostelry  of  the 
city,  remaining  there  until  about  1910,  at  which  time  he  went  into  the 
insurance  and  real  estate  business  for  himself,  with  his  devoted  wife  as  a 
business  partner.  She  had  previously  conducted  a  confectionery  store 
after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Weidenbach,  but  gave  up  this  enterprise  to 
embark  in  the  new  occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weidenbach  developed  their 
business  to  most  satisfying  proportions  and,  as  noted,  Mrs.  Weidenbach 
is  now  carrying  on  alone  with  continued  success.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
her  husband  was  a  director  of  the  Genesee  National  Bank  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and  for  many  years  was  a 
committeman  of  the  fifteenth  ward  district.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  was  a  devotee  of  all  outdoor  sports,  having 
been  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club. 
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Mr.  Weidenbach  was  married  October  31,  1906,  to  Miss  Louise  Wunsch 
of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Fredericka  (Braun)  Wunsch,  who 
were  born  in  Germany,  but  came  to  this  country  in  an  early  day  and  here 
married.  The  father  was  a  dry  goods  merchant  of  prominence  in  Buffalo, 
and  for  many  years  his  store  was  situated  at  Genesee  and  East  End.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Weidenbach  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools,  and  aside  from  her  responsible  business  duties,  is 
now  associated  with  a  number  of  affairs  of  note.  She  is  interested  in 
politics,  supports  the  republican  party  and  is  a  member  of  the  Martha 
Washington  Republican  Club.  She  belongs  to  the  Ladies’  Club  of  the 
Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club ;  is  president  of  the  Women’s  Union  of  St. 
Andrews  Evangelical  Church  and  a  worker  for  the  Memorial  Hospital. 

By  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Weidenbach  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  George 
Otto,  Jr.,  born  March  11,  1912.  He  was  educated  at  the  Park  school, 
graduating  in  1928,  and  is  now  employed  at  the  Pine  Hill  branch  of  the 
Marine  Trust  Company.  He  is  also  a  life  member,  as  was  his  father,  in 
the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club. 

Mrs.  Weidenbach  has  three  brothers  and  four  sisters,  namely :  George 
Wunsch  of  Montana;  Edward  Wunsch  of  Buffalo;  Raymond  Wunsch  of 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada ;  Mrs.  Fredericka  Stoll,  Mrs.  Caroline  Schurr, 
Mrs.  Bertha  Schurr  and  Miss  Jule  Wunsch,  all  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  The 
last-named  is  secretary,  and  has  held  the  position  for  eighteen  years,  to 
the  general  manager  of  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  She  and  her 
brother,  Edward,  reside  with  Mrs.  Weidenbach  at  25  Erb  street,  in 
Buffalo. 


EDWARD  A.  RICK 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  substantial  families 
of  Buffalo,  and  highly  regarded  as  a  business  man  and  citizen,  Edward  A. 
Rick  is  now  cashier  and  a  director  in  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson 
State  Bank.  A  native  of  this  city,  he  was  born  March  26,  1892,  a  son  of 
Edward  J.  and  Mary  (Neupert)  Rick.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  July  30,  1863,  is  now  residing  in  this  city,  and  is  port  captain 
for  the  Munson  Steamship  Canal  Line.  At  one  time  he  was  associated 
with  the  Western  Transit  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  supports  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Motsch) 
Rick.  John  Rick  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  2,  1841,  and  here  died  in  the 
year  1906.  He  learned  the  sheet  metal  trade  under  Sydney  Shepard  & 
Company  of  Buffalo,  and  then  entered  the  sheet  metal  and  hardware 
business  for  himself  on  Batavia  street  (now  Broadway).  He  was  after¬ 
ward  associated  with  the  firm  of  Hart,  Bull  &  Hart  and  with  others  in 
Buffalo.  He  was  a  volunteer  fireman,  and  foreman  of  Niagara  Hose 
Company  No.  7.  He  was  a  communicant  of  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  His  parents  were  John  Adam  and  Teresa  (Fromeller)  Rick, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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John  Adam  Rick  first  settled  in  New  York  city  but  later  moved  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Holmes  Manufacturing  Company. 
Elizabeth  (Motsch)  Rick,  the  paternal  grandmother  of  Edward  A.  Rick, 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  8,  1841,  and  died  here  in  1924.  Mary 
(Neupert)  Rick,  mother  of  Edward  A.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  in  June, 
1865,  and  died  here  in  February,  1928.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
and  Barbara  Neupert,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Anthony  Neupert  died 
in  Munich,  Germany,  while  on  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland,  and  his  wife 
died  two  years  previously  at  Constantinople,  Turkey,  while  traveling 
abroad.  Both  were  residents  of  Buffalo,  where  the  father  was  at  one 
time  a  soap  manufacturer,  and  later  in  the  retail  wall  paper  business 
under  the  name  of  A.  Neupert  &  Company. 

Edward  A.  Rick  was  educated  in  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school.  In 
1906  he  became  associated  with  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Company 
as  a  mail  boy,  then  was  promoted  successfully  to  office  boy,  approval  clerk, 
bookkeeper,  assistant  to  the  secretary,  and  finally  to  cashier  of  the  Adam, 
Meldrum  &  Anderson  State  Bank,  which  is  his  present  incumbency.  He 
is  also  a  director  in  the  bank,  and  is  widely  considered  one  of  the  most 
able  members  of  the  organization. 

Mr.  Rick  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views.  He  is  a  member  of 
St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  serving  on  its  board  of  trustees,  and 
is  a  fourth  degree  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  belongs  to 
the  St.  Louis  Dramatic  Circle,  and  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Seventy-fourth  regiment  of  the  New  York 
National  Guard  for  seven  years,  receiving  his  discharge  with  the  rank 
of  sergeant.  The  raising  of  choice  flowers  and  gardening  are  his  prin¬ 
cipal  diversions. 

On  June  6,  1917,  Mr.  Rick  was  married  to  Charlotte  B.  Wischerath, 
a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lottie  (Kern) 
Wischerath,  the  former  now  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Forge  Company. 
Mrs.  Rick  was  educated  in  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of  Buffalo, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Louis  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick,  Dorothy  Edith,  Lucile  Esther, 
Edward  A.,  Jr.,  and  Charlotte  Mae.  The  family  residence  is  at  1041 
Ellicott  street,  Buffalo. 


EDWARD  D.  FLAHERTY 

Edward  D.  Flaherty,  of  Buffalo  is  building  up  a  substantial  and  grow¬ 
ing  law  business  and  is  meeting  with  uniform  success  in  his  practice. 
Born  in  Buffalo  on  the  3d  of  May,  1903,  he  is  a  son  of  Dennis  and  Maria 
(Kane)  Flaherty.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Binghamton,  New  York, 
was  for  many  years  well  known  in  railroad  circles,  having  served  as  a 
general  superintendent.  His  parents,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  Kane  family  also  were  numbered 
among  the  early  residents  of  Binghamton,  and  Michael  Kane,  a  maternal 
uncle,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Spanish-American  war.  To  Dennis  and  Maria 
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Flaherty  were  born  five  children,  namely:  Margaret;  Ellen,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Norman  Spindler;  Julia,  who  is  a  school  teacher;  Marie,  the 
wife  of  Frederick  L.  Warner,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war;  and 
Edward  D. 

The  last  named  attended  the  parochial  schools  of  this  city,  completing 
his  classical  and  literary  course  in  St.  Bonaventure’s  College,  after  which 
he  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  On  entering  the  practice 
of  his  profession  he  was  associated  with  George  Kennedy,  but  this  partner¬ 
ship  was  dissolved  and  on  March  1,  1930,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Ralph  Nolan.  They  are  both  young  members  of  the  bar  and  are  devoting 
their  attention  closely  to  their  practice,  in  which  they  are  winning  high 
reputations.  Their  offices  are  located  in  the  Stock  Exchange  building. 
Mr.  Flaherty  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  and  Theta  Nu  Upsilon 
college  fraternities,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  local  civic  organizations, 
while,  professionally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  possesses  a  strong  individuality,  easily  makes  friends  and  is 
greatly  esteemed  wherever  known. 


RICHARD  A.  WALBURG 

Richard  A.  Walburg,  who  is  president  of  the  City  Union  Corporation, 
investment  bankers  of  Buffalo,  has  been  connected  with  financial  matters 
in  this  city  a  comparatively  few  years,  but  in  this  time  has  in  many  ways 
met  with  exceptional  success.  He  has  occupied  a  number  of  positions 
which  demand  broad  knowledge  of  the  business  and  executive  skill,  and 
he  has  discharged  his  duties  in  each  with  marked  ability. 

Mr.  Walburg  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  March  6,  1898,  a  son  of 
John  A.  and  Anna  (Carlson)  Walburg.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1922,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  He  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Company  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  he  had  membership  in  the  Bethel  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  Sweden,  and  now  makes  her 
home  in  Buffalo. 

Richard  A.  Walburg  attended  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  New  York,  and  in  1915  graduated  from  high  school  in  the  latter 
city.  He  then  became  an  employee  of  the  Lackawanna  National  Bank,  in 
which  institution  he  held  various  positions,  having  been  auditor  at  the 
time  he  left  to  join  the  United  States  Army.  In  September,  1918,  he 
began  training  in  the  field  artillery  service  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky,  in 
the  officers’  corps,  and  was  there  stationed  until  after  the  signing  of  the 
armistice.  He  then  returned  to  the  position  as  auditor  of  the  Lackawanna 
National  Bank,  which  he  filled  until  1926.  He  then  became  associated 
with  the  Bank  of  North  Collins,  New  York,  as  cashier,  and  later  became 
vice  president,  which  position  he  yet  retains.  In  July,  1929,  he  became 
vice  president  of  Brott  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  investment  bankers,  and 
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in  September,  1929,  he  was  made  president  of  the  City  Shares  Company 
of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Walburg  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  North  Collins  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  in  which  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
at  one  time.  He  is  a  member  and  past  master  of  Lackawanna  Lodge, 
No.  887,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  a  member  and  past  patron  of  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star;  and  a  member  of  the  Park  Club  of 
Buffalo  and  the  American  Legion.  Golf  and  bowling  are  his  diversions. 

At  Orchard  Park,  New  York,  on  June  8,  1924,  Mr.  Walburg  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Jessie  Fisher,  who  is  a  native  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and 
a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Clara  (Milks)  Fisher,  the  father  being  a  farmer 
of  Orchard  Park.  Mrs.  Walburg  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  that  place,  then  studied  at  the  Buffalo  Art  School,  attending 
night  classes.  She  is  enthusiastically  engaged  in  artistic  work,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Artists.  She  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Girl  Scouts,  and  was  captain  of  the  North  Collins  Girl 
Scouts,  also  the  Orchard  Park  Girl  Scouts.  Mrs.  Walburg  is  a  member 
of  the  North  Collins  Congregational  Church,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  She  traces  her  ancestry  to  Revolutionary  forebears,  and  members 
of  her  family  also  fought  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walburg  have 
two  daughters,  Shirley  Fisher,  born  January  18,  1926,  and  Doris  Jane, 
born  November  29,  1930. 


LOREN  CALVIN  DAVENPORT 

Since  1883  Loren  Calvin  Davenport  has  been  connected  with  the  hard¬ 
ware  business  and  is  now  vice  president  of  Weed  &  Company,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York.  He  holds  a  most  reputable  position  in  the  hardware  trade,  and 
has  manifested  marked  ability  in  an  executive  capacity.  In  civic  and 
club  affairs  of  his  city  he  has  been  an  interested  participant  over  a  long 
period  of  years.  Mr.  Davenport  was  born  in  Cranesville,  Pennsylvania, 
March  25,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Loren  Daniel  and  Esther  Jane  (Chaddock) 
Davenport.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  is  now  deceased. 
His  widow  lives  at  Hamburg,  New  York. 

Loren  C.  Davenport  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  then 
secured  a  position  with  the  Cleveland  Provision  Company,  which  he  re¬ 
tained  for  two  years.  In  1883  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  here  became 
associated  with  the  firm  of  Campbell,  Porter  &  Smith  in  the  hardware 
business,  thus  continuing  until  December,  1886,  when  he  joined  Weber 
Brothers  of  Lockport,  New  York,  for  a  year.  He  was  next  with  William 
J.  Donaldson  in  the  same  line  until  July  1,  1891,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Weed  &  Company  as  a  clerk.  Ten  years  later  he  was  appointed 
a  buyer  for  the  firm  and  in  1920  was  advanced  to  the  vice  presidency,  his 
present  status  with  the  firm.  He  is  also  a  director  in  the  Genesee  Property 
Company. 

Mr.  Davenport  belongs  to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo 
Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  and 
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Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  worshipful  master  of  the 
blue  lodge  in  1915.  He  has  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 

Mr.  Davenport  was  married  in  Buffalo  September  5,  1893,  to  Hattie 
E.  Selkirk,  of  this  city,  who  died  April  6,  1926.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Charles  E.  and  Jennie  A.  Selkirk,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Charles 
E.  Selkirk  was  a  grocer  of  Buffalo.  By  this  marriage,  Mr.  Davenport 
was  the  father  of  one  son  and  three  daughters :  Harriett  E.  married  Dr. 
Clarence  E.  Anderson,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children,  Clarence 
E.,  Jr.  and  Loren  Daniel;  Ada  C.  married  Arthur  W.  Cox,  a  Buffalo  mer¬ 
chant,  and  they  have  two  children,  Betty  Jean  and  Arthur  W.,  Jr.;  Laura 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Stewart  M.  Decker,  who  is  associated  with  the  Universal 
Finance  Corporation  of  Columbus,  Ohio ;  and  the  son,  Loren  C.  Davenport, 
Jr.,  born  January  27,  1909,  married  Ann  Wills  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Barbara  Ann,  born  June  21,  1930.  Loren  C.,  Jr.,  is  connected  with  Weed 
&  Company. 

On  November  5,  1927,  Mr.  Davenport  was  married  to  Gertrude  E. 
Selkirk,  also  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  and  during  the  World  war  served  in  the  Overseas  League 
in  France.  She  belongs  to  the  Friday  Study  Club.  The  Davenport  family 
residence  is  situated  at  369  Norwood  street  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


RADCLIFFE  DANN 

Radcliffe  Dann  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known  bond  and  security  brok¬ 
ers  and  has  long  held  a  leading  place  in  the  investment  circles  of  this  city. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  5,  1897,  and  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  the  city,  being  a  son  of  Edward  W.  and  Anne 
W.  (Vought)  Dann.  His  father,  who  passed  away  in  1928,  was  for  many 
years  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Clearing  House  and  stood  high  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  all  who  knew  him.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  two  children, 
Radcliffe,  of  this  review,  and  Dorothea,  who  is  the  wife  of  F.  C.  Stevens, 
of  this  city.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  E.  S.  and  Jane  Radcliffe 
(Webster)  Dann. 

Radcliffe  Dann  attended  the  public  schools  and  Nichols  School  of  this 
city,  and  then  entered  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1919.  He  at  once  entered  the 
securities  field,  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful  as  the  local  manager 
for  Bonbright  &  Company,  Inc.  He  is  a  close  student  of  commercial, 
industrial  and  financial  conditions  and  is  thus  in  a  position  to  be  of  great 
service  to  his  clients,  and  has  built  up  a  fine  business  in  his  line. 

Mr.  Dann  was  united  in  marriage,  November  20,  1926,  to  Miss  Helen 
Graves,  a  daughter  of  Luther  P.  and  Nellie  (White)  Graves,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Radcliffe,  Jr.,  born  October  8,  1927,  and 
Edward  Webster,  born  May  1,  1929.  Mr.  Dann  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn 
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Club  and  other  social  and  civic  organizations  and  is  popular  in  social 
circles.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  for  which  he  went  into  training 
at  Camp  Jackson,  South  Carolina.  He  was  there  commissioned  a  second 
lieutenant  of  field  artillery,  with  which  rank  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  is  one  of  Buffalo’s 
progressive  and  enterprising  men  and  is  not  found  lacking  in  his  support 
of  those  movements  which  have  for  their  object  the  advancement  of  the 
community  in  any  way. 


FORD  WHITE 

The  reputation  of  Ford  White  in  the  legal  profession  of  Buffalo  and  as 
a  citizen  is  the  well  merited  reward  of  his  own  efforts,  his  adherence  to 
the  ethics  of  his  chosen  calling,  his  astute  conduct  of  litigation,  and  his 
enthusiasm  and  interest  in  matters  pertinent  to  his  home  community. 

The  birth  of  Ford  White  occurred  in  Wales,  Erie  county,  New  York, 
January  23,  1870.  His  parents  were  Amos  G.  and  Helen  M.  (Tanner) 
White,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  at  Perry  Center,  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  August  1,  1828,  and  died  September  13,  1913,  at  South  Wales, 
New  York.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  an  elder  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  for  thirty  years,  was  a  stanch  republican,  and  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a  quarter  century.  He  was  a  son  of  Norman  and 
Mary  (Calkins)  White,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
Norman  White,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  died  in  1860,  at  Perry 
Center,  where  his  wife  passed  away  in  March,  1829.  Mrs.  Helen  M. 
(Tanner)  White,  the  mother  of  Ford  White,  was  born  at  Stephentown, 
New  York,  July  9,  1826,  and  died  July  10,  1913,  at  Wales,  New  York,  to 
which  place  she  had  come  on  a  canal  boat  with  her  parents  in  1831.  The 
late  Alonzo  Tanner,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Buffalo,  was  a  brother.  Mrs. 
White  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Emily  (Boughton)  Tanner,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Stephentown  and  died  at  Wales,  New  York.  Amos 
Tanner  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  Ford  White  has  two  brothers  and 
a  sister  living,  and  three  brothers  and  three  sisters  deceased.  Amos  Gould 
White,  who  is  his  twin  brother,  is  a  consulting  engineer  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Daniel  C.  White  is  a  farmer  of  Delevan,  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Weber 
resides  in  Atwater,  Ohio.  The  deceased  brothers  and  sisters  are :  Henry 
Kirk;  Willis  F. ;  Norman  P. ;  Mrs.  Mary  Stephens,  formerly  of  Warsaw, 
New  York;  Mrs.  Sarah  Hubbard,  who  lived  in  Seattle,  Washington;  and 
Mrs.  Agnes  L.  Speyer,  whose  home  was  in  Buffalo. 

Ford  White  attended  the  district  school  at  Wales,  New  York,  the  high 
school  at  Perry,  this  state,  and  then  attended  Oberlin  College  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  Universiy  of  Buffalo 
Law  School,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1895.  The  following 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state.  He  opened  an  office 
in  the  Brisbane  building  at  Buffalo  and  until  1906  engaged  in  general 
practice  alone,  gaining  a  large  clientage  during  this  period.  He  later 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  A.  Sayles  under  the  firm  name  of  White 
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&  Sayles,  which  continued  until  Mr.  Sayles  became  secretary  to  Louis  P. 
Fuhrmann,  mayor  of  Buffalo,  in  1912.  Mr.  White  practiced  alone  until 
1920,  when  he  formed  the  present  association  with  William  W.  Rugg.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County,  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republi¬ 
can  in  political  affiliation,  and  has  never  sought  public  office,  although 
while  a  resident  of  Wales  and  a  law  student  he  served  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  attends  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo  and  is  a 
member  of  Blazing  Star  Lodge,  No.  694,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Forum  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club 
and  the  Silver  Lake  Country  Club  of  Wyoming  county.  Mr.  White’s 
diversion  in  life  comes  from  music,  and  he  greatly  enjoys  his  daily 
moments  with  the  old  masters  at  his  Steinway.  He  also  plays  golf  with 
keen  enjoyment. 

On  June  8,  1898,  at  South  Wales,  New  York,  Mr.  White  was  married 
to  Marie  L.  Emery,  a  native  of  South  Wales,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Abbie  B.  (Cutler)  Emery  of  Holland,  New  York,  and  a  close  relative  of 
Edward  K.  Emery  and  Asher  B.  Emery,  late  justices  of  the  supreme  court. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  the  East  Aurora  high  school  and  she  has  membership 
in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  and  in  the  Town  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
White  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters.  Kathryn,  who  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College  in  1924,  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  majoring  in 
music,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  S.  Sherman,  who  is  associated  with  the  River¬ 
side  Press  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Mary,  born  April  16,  1928.  Florence  M.  White,  who  received 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Oberlin  College  in  1926,  is  the  wife  of 
Lynn  Gunlach,  connected  with  Bassett  &  Company  of  New  York  city. 


CHARLES  E.  B.  SMITH 

Charles  Elias  Benjamin  Smith,  a  prominent  undertaker  of  Buffalo, 
situated  at  2148  Fillmore  avenue,  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  here 
since  1920.  Previous  to  this  time,  he  had  been  well  known  in  other  occu¬ 
pations,  as  a  machinist,  as  a  millwright,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
police  department,  in  which  connection  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
the  first  secretary  of  the  Erie  Club  of  the  Buffalo  police  department. 
Through  the  years  of  his  active  connection  with  the  city  he  has  won  a 
reputation  for  merit  and  fidelity  wherever  he  has  served.  He  has  long 
been  a  figure  in  club  life,  and  has  taken  a  most  helpful  interest  in  civic 
matters. 

Charles  E.  B.  Smith  was  born  at  1500  Main  street,  Buffalo,  March  28, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Augustus  C.  and  Magdalena  (Snyder)  Smith. 
His  father  was  born  where  the  Catholic  Cathedral  is  now  standing,  and 
died  in  this  city.  In  his  early  years,  he  was  the  owner  of  a  livery  and 
boarding  stable,  but  later  was  custodian  of  the  Buffalo  post  office.  He  was 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  a  republican,  and  a  communicant  of  the  St. 
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Nicholas  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Williamsville, 
New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  died  at  Williamsville.  The  father  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war. 

Charles  E.  B.  Smith  first  attended  public  school  No.  16,  in  Buffalo,  then 
the  Nichols  School  and  the  parochial  schools.  His  original  intention  was 
to  enter  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  he  studied  for  this  purpose  under 
Dr.  D.  B.  Wiggins.  However,  after  three  years  of  preparation,  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  relinquish  this  work,  and  he  became  a  machinist,  being 
first  employed  by  John  T.  Noye  for  six  years.  After  this,  he  was  for  three 
years  associated  with  the  firm  of  E.  &  B.  Holmes  Company.  Mr.  Smith 
next  became  boss  millwright  for  the  Snow  Steam  Pump  Works  of  Buffalo, 
and  remained  as  such  for  eleven  years.  For  five  years  he  was  with  the 
Buffalo  police  department  and  then  was  in  the  production  department  of 
the  Otis  Elevator  Company  for  seven  years.  At  this  point,  he  purchased 
the  property  where  he  now  lives,  at  2148  Fillmore  street,  and  shortly 
thereafter,  1920,  established  an  undertaking  business,  having  had  some 
experience  in  this  work  when  he  was  younger.  He  has  continued  with 
success  in  the  undertaking  business,  has  modern  equipment,  and  has  given 
highly  satisfactory  service  to  many  families  of  Buffalo  in  the  last  decade. 

Mr.  Smith  is  past  president  of  the  Highland  Park  Business  Men  & 
Taxpayers  Association,  having  thus  served  for  three  terms.  In  politics 
he  is  a  republican.  He  was  a  member  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
old  Jefferson  Gun  Club,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field 
Club.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  old  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  band  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard.  He  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevo¬ 
lent  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  46,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles;  Buffalo  Nest,  No.  1,  Order  of  Orioles;  and  the  Schiller  Lodge  of 
the  Harugari  Association.  Fishing,  hunting,  touring  and  traveling  are 
his  chief  recreations. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  September  7,  1887,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Anna 
Melvina  Roderick,  who  was  born  in  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
in  Buffalo,  February  8,  1931.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Denaige 
(Beaulieu)  Roderick.  Her  father  was  born  at  Three  Rivers,  Canada, 
December  22,  1841,  and  is  now  living  with  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Smith,  at 
Buffalo,  having  attained  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years  (1931).  He 
is  a  retired  printer,  having  been  associated  with  Baker  &  Jones  and  later 
with  the  Courier.  He  is  a  democrat,  and  a  Catholic,  belonging  to  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  parish.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Smith’s  mother,  was  born  in 
Ottawa,  Canada,  November  10,  1846,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  November, 
1924,  when  she  was  seventy-eight  years  old. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  13  at  Buffalo.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Notre  Dame  de  Lourdes  Catholic  Church,  and  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  of  which  she  was  past  supreme 
deputy.  She  belonged  to  the  Past  Chiefs  Association ;  the  Star  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  Shepherds  of  New  York;  Hertha  Lodge,  No.  128,  D.  0.  H. ;  Harugari 
Association ;  Chippewa  Council,  Pocahontas,  and  Ladies’  Auxiliary  of  Span¬ 
ish  War  Veterans.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  one  daughter,  Melvina  D.,  who 
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was  educated  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
L.  Tang-elder,  garage  owner  of  Buffalo,  by  which  marriage  she  has  one 
daughter,  Annette  Frances,  who  is  a  senior  in  the  Bennett  high  school. 
Mr.  Smith’s  residence  is  at  2148  Fillmore  avenue. 


JOHN  H.  MEAHL 

John  H.  Meahl,  who  is  president  and  the  founder  of  the  American  Fire 
Agency  of  Buffalo,  Incorporated,  representing  numerous  insurance  com¬ 
panies,  has  displayed  versatile  ability  during  his  business  career,  and  has 
likewise  been  a  highly  reputable  and  efficient  public  officer  in  different 
positions.  He  is  a  native  of  Clarence  Center,  Erie  county,  New  York,  his 
birth  having  occurred  there  August  1,  1865.  His  father,  Peter  V.  Meahl, 
also  born  at  Clarence  Center,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  For  many 
years,  he  was  in  the  meat  business,  and  later  farmed  for  fifteen  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  the  village  and  retired.  His  wife,  Sophia  (Kel- 
tenberg)  Meahl,  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  with 
a  brother  and  sister  when  she  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety-three.  She  and  Mr.  Meahl  were  married  at  Clarence  Center, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children :  Lottie,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Peter  V.,  Katherine  and  John  H.  Lottie,  now  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Charles  A.  Beaman,  postmaster  of  Depew,  New  York,  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years,  and  prior  to  that  time  a  farmer  and  contractor. 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Harlow  Baker,  a  farmer  of  Erie  county.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  William  Kanehl  of  Depew.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Melvin 
Mitchell,  an  Erie  county  farmer.  Peter  V.,  who  has  been  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market  at  Lockport,  New  York,  for  fifteen  years,  married  Lena 
Bollman  of  that  city.  Katherine  is  the  widow  of  William  Monahan,  who 
died  in  1930. 

John  H.  Meahl  was  educated  in  the  public  and  Parker  high  schools 
of  his  home  town,  and  from  1882  until  1885  taught  in  the  country  and 
grade  schools,  and  from  1885  to  1891  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Akron  Breeze.  He  then  again  began  teaching  and  was  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Sloan  for  two  years,  or  until  1893.  His  next  position  in 
educational  work  was  that  of  district  superintendent  of  schools  of  Erie 
county,  and  he  held  this  place  until  the  year  1909,  following  which  he 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Sloan,  and  also  conducted  an  insur¬ 
ance  and  real  estate  business.  From  1915  to  1921  he  filled  the  office  of 
county  clerk  of  Erie  county,  serving  two  terms.  He  was  elected  a  council¬ 
man,  and  was  appointed  commissioner  of  parks  and  public  buildings,  for 
the  years  from  1921  to  1925.  During  his  term  of  service  as  councilman 
and  commissioner  of  parks  and  public  buildings,  Mr.*  Meahl  performed 
many  duties  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  city,  and  made  in  all  a  splendid  record 
as  a  public  official.  He  believed  in  the  value  of  beautiful  parks  to  the 
citizenship,  and  he  was  directly  responsible  for  numerous  additions  and 
improvements  to  the  parks  of  the  city  during  his  regime.  Service,  effici- 
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ency  and  economy  was  his  motto,  and  he  adhered  to  his  convictions  with¬ 
out  deviation  throughout  his  four  years  in  office. 

In  1925  Mr.  Meahl  organized  the  American  Fire  Agency  of  Buffalo, 
Incorporated,  and  has  since  been  president,  with  offices  at  506  Brisbane 
building  in  Buffalo.  The  company  does  a  general  line  of  insurance  and 
bonding,  and  represents  locally  the  Mechanics  Insurance  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Commerce  Insurance  Company  of  Glens  Falls,  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  Mechanics  Insurance  Company,  the  Rochester  American  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  of  New  York,  the  Patriotic  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York,  the  Great  American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  the  Old 
Colony  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  the  Great  American  Indemnity  of 
New  York  and  the  La  Salle  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Meahl  is  vice  president  of  the  Ferry  Woodlawn  Realty  Company  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  City  Board  of  Underwriters. 

Mr.  Meahl  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  A.  Strickland,  of  Akron,  New 
York,  September  30,  1886.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  team  in 
the  International  Baseball  League,  and  is  greatly  interested  in  the  national 
game.  For  twenty  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Sloan  (N.  Y.)  high 
school.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Consistory, 
Commandery  and  Shrine,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Society,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Automobile  Association,  the  Humboldt  and  the  Boreal  Clubs.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


WILLIAM  BRENNAN,  Jr. 

Having  practiced  before  the  bar  at  Buffalo,  for  a  period  of  thirty  years, 
William  Brennan,  Jr.,  is  well  known  as  an  able  counsellor  and  trial  lawyer. 
The  first  of  the  Brennan  family  to  settle  in  Buffalo  was  Michael  Brennan, 
who  came  here  from  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  with  his  wife,  Ann  Welch.  Michael 
Brennan  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  when  he  came  to  Buffalo  about  1851 
he  bought  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  Broadway,  extending  from  Broad¬ 
way  to  Walden  avenue,  located  about  opposite  the  present  Gold’ street.  He 
erected  a  home  there,  and  worked  on  the  railroad  in  addition  to  carrying 
on  the  farm  work.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following:  James  V. ; 
William;  Edward  J.,  who  became  a  noted  physician  of  Indianapolis,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  who  married  Susan  Graham  of  Rochester,  New  York;  Mary, 
who  became  Mother  Theresa,  provincial  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Mary  of 
Namur  in  the  United  States  and  Canada ;  and  Bridget,  who  after  teaching 
school  for  a  time,  married  William  Walsh,  whose  son  James  V.  Walsh,  is 
a  well  known  deputy  county  clerk  of  Erie  county.  James  V.  Brennan 
became  a  priest,  and  was  at  one  time  rector  of  the  Providence  (R.  I.) 
Cathedral,  and  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  a  chaplain  in  Buffalo. 

William  Brennan,  Jr.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  four  children 
born  to  William  and  Rosanna  (Ferguson)  Brennan,  the  others  being 
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James  C.,  Albert  E.,  and  Rosemary.  James  C.  resides  in  Buffalo  and  has 
a  daughter,  Fay,  who  married  George  Clifford.  Albert  E.  is  a  physician 
of  Buffalo  and  a  graduate  of  Niagara  University;  and  Rosemary  married 
William  J.  Flynn  and  has  two  children,  William  J.  and  Rosemary.  Rosanna 
(Ferguson)  Brennan,  the  mother,  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Cox)  Ferguson,  who  came  from  Canada  to  Buffalo  in  1863,  and  who  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

William  Brennan,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  St.  Joseph’s 
College,  Canisius  high  school  and  Canisius  College.  In  1898  he  received 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Canisius  College  at  Buffalo.  He  then 
became  a  student  in  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  in 
1900  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that  institution.  He 
was  first  associated  in  practice  with  John  Cunneen,  and  in  1903  estab¬ 
lished  a  law  office  of  his  own.  He  has  served  as  corporation  counsel  for 
the  town  of  Cheektowaga  since  the  year  1908  and  as  counsel  for  the  village 
of  Sloan  for  about  the  same  period.  Mr.  Brennan  has  served  as  president 
and  has  held  other  offices  in  the  local  Bar  Association.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  order  of  the  Alhambra,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club, 
and  other  organizations. 

Mr.  Brennan  was  married  in  1910  to  Miss  Edith  E.  Sweeney,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  J.  and  Catherine  (Oakey)  Sweeney,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Kathleen  M.,  who  is  a  student  at 
D’Youville  College;  Rosemary,  a  student  at  St.  Mary’s  Seminary;  and 
William  R.,  who  is  a  student  at  St.  Mark’s. 

William  Brennan,  the  father  of  William,  Jr.,  also  served  as  justice  of 
sessions  in  the  County  Court  of  Erie  County  and  as  Police  Justice  of 
Sloan  for  many  years.  It  may  be  noted  in  the  Brennan  family  history, 
also,  that  two  daughters  of  Michael  Brennan,  the  first  of  the  family  here, 
were  members  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  Central  high  school  in 
Buffalo,  and  that  both  of  them  later  became  teachers. 


JOHN  HAEUSSER 

Truly  representative  of  the  fine  class  of  Buffalo- citizens  of  Teutonic 
descent  is  John  Haeusser,  who  is  a  manufacturer  of  cement  building 
blocks  and  castone  fire  places  at  212  Leslie  street.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  this  industry  since  1907,  and  has  developed  a  large  business  through 
his  untiring  industry  and  intelligent  management.  He  has  followed 
straightforward  business  methods,  and  in  every  respect  has  had  an  hon¬ 
orable  career. 

John  Haeusser  was  born  in  Rhein-Pfalz,  Bavaria,  Germany,  Septem¬ 
ber  26,  1853,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years  came  to  Buffalo,  New 
York.  He  arrived  in  this  city  without  funds,  and  with  a  limited  education, 
but  he  did  possess  ambition  to  a  high  degree  and  was  not  fearful  of  hard 
work.  He  worked  at  various  factories  in  Buffalo  and  later  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  street  car  company  for  a  period.  It  was  in  1907  that  he 
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started  in  the  manufacture  of  cement  building  blocks  in  a  small  way,  his 
purpose  being  to  manufacture  blocks  which  would  undergo  any  test.  After 
making  the  first  thousand  blocks,  samples  were  picked  for  testing,  and 
found  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  Since  then  the  business  has  steadily 
grown.  Mr.  Haeusser  supplies  blocks  in  large  quantities  to  builders,  and 
has  made  them  for  hundreds  of  fine  homes  and  many  manufacturing  plants 
and  stores.  In  1928  the  company  began  the  manufacture  of  the  castone 
fireplaces  as  well,  made  in  various  designs  and  colors,  of  most  artistic 
appearance  and  superior  construction.  The  very  latest  machinery  com¬ 
prises  the  equipment  of  their  plant. 

John  Haeusser  was  married  in  Germany  to  Fredericka  Hess,  who  also 
was  born  in  Rhein-Pfalz,  and  died  in  Buffalo  May  18,  1916.  Four  children 
were  born  in  Germany  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haeusser,  and  six  after  their  com¬ 
ing  to  Buffalo,  as  follows :  Fredericka,  born  in  Germany,  is  now  a  resident 
of  Rochester,  New  York,  and  assistant  to  the  matron  in  a  theological 
seminary ;  Margaret,  born  in  Germany,  is  identified  with  the  Wheel  Chair 
Home  of  Kenmore,  New  York;  John  P.,  born  in  Germany  and  a  resident 
of  Buffalo,  married  Martha  Caplik,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Carl,  Edward,  and  Robert;  Johanna  F.,  who  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  married  Michael  Tebor,  also  born  in  the  fatherland,  and 
their  children  are  Lydia,  Erma,  Margaret,  Catherine,  and  Clarence ; 
Louise,  born  in  Buffalo,  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business  in  Los 
Angeles,  California ;  William  C.,  native  of  Buffalo,  lives  here ;  Hulda,  born 
in  Buffalo,  married  George  D.  Hartman  and  is  the  mother  of  George, 
Calvin  and  Arthur.  Amelia,  born  in  Buffalo,  a  professional  nurse  con¬ 
nected  with  a  hospital  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  married  Thomas  H.  Jones, 
and  they  reside  in  Detroit ;  Herman  C.,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo  and  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  ornamental  cement  business,  married 
Hattie  Kroboth,  who  was  born  in  Austria ;  and  Lydia  died  in  infancy  in 
Buffalo. 


EDWIN  ELLSWORTH  LEFFLER 

Edwin  Ellsworth  Leffler,  of  Buffalo,  bears  the  well-merited  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  able  public  accountants  of  western  New  York. 
He  has  had  long  experience  in  this  profession,  and  has  served  many  impor¬ 
tant  clients.  His  success  has  been  secured  by  energetic,  skillful  and  accu¬ 
rate  fulfillment  of  the  assignments  given  to  him,  in  which  he  has  proved 
himself  a  master  of  this  difficult  and  complicated  work.  Mr.  Leffler  has 
won  state  and  national  recognition  as  well,  which  is  indication  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  he  holds  before  the  public.  He  is  engaged  in  business  alone  at  pres¬ 
ent,  with  offices  at  1300  Genesee  building.  As  noted  later  in  detail,  he  has 
also  performed  active  service  in  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  the  national  guard,  on  the  Mexican  border,  and  overseas  during  the 
World  war. 

Edwin  E.  Leffler  was  born  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  January  29,  1886,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Marian  (Hines)  Leffler.  The  former,  now  living 


570 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


retired  at  Mt.  Vernon,  New  York,  is  a  native  of  Wiirttemberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled  at  Omaha.  George 
Leffler  entered  the  United  States  Army  and  made  this  his  life’s  work.  He 
rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  attached  to  the  ordnance  department.  Begin¬ 
ning  his  army  life  in  1870,  he  served  in  the  relief  expedition  which  was 
sent  to  assist  General  George  A.  Custer  in  the  latter’s  tragic  campaign 
against  the  Indians,  and  later  he  engaged  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
Marian  (Hines)  Leffler,  his  wife,  was  a  native  of  Oswego,  New  York,  and 
died  in  1926.  She  traced  her  ancestry  back  to  Revolutionary  forebears, 
and  was  a  distant  relative  of  the  noted  Susan  B.  Anthony.  George  Leffler 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  one  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Gay  Leffler,  who  became  the  wife  of  Major  Thomas  E.  Bourchier,  an 
artillery  officer  who  was  killed  during  the  World  war,  now  resides  in- 
Mount  Vernon,  New  York,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  Marion, 
Esther,  Anna,  and  John,  but  the  last  named  is  deceased;  Tracy  Leffler  is 
a  resident  of  New  York  city,  associated  with  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car 
Company;  and  Edwin  E.  completes  the  family. 

Edwin  E.  Leffler  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  city, 
graduating  from  high  school  in  1906.  He  then  attended  New  York  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  entered  upon  his  work  as  a  public  accountant  in  New  York 
city.  He  received  his  degree  as  a  certified  public  accountant  while  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  prominent  public  accounting  firm  of  Haskins  &  Sells  of 
New  York  city  in  1919.  His  company  transferred  him  to  Buffalo,  New 
York,  as  their  representative  in  this  city  in  1920.  He  established  offices 
for  this  purpose  in  the  Marine  Trust  building,  and  continued  in  this 
capacity  until  October  25,  1925,  when  he  left  the  firm,  becoming  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  firm  of  Weaver,  Allen  and  Leffler,  with  offices  at  1300  Genesee 
building.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  June  1,  1928,  and  since  that 
time  Mr.  Leffler  has  continued  in  business  alone  at  the  same  address.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Panel  of  Arbitrators,  chairman  of  the  State 
Board  of  Certified  Public  Accountant  Examiners,  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Chapter  of  the  New  York  State  Society  of  Public  Accountants,  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Accountants,  the  New  York  State 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants,  American  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants  and  the  National  Association  of  Cost  Accountants. 

Mr.  Leffler’s  military  career  began  on  January  1,  1907,  when  he  joined 
the  Twenty-second  Engineers  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  and  in 
this  unit  served  until  the  first  officers  training  camp  was  established 
during  the  World  war.  He  participated  in  the  Mexican  Border  campaign 
and  attended  the  officers  training  camp  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  there 
receiving  the  commission  of  captain  of  artillery.  In  January,  1918,  he 
sailed  to  France  and  there  engaged  in  active  service  until  the  time  of  the 
armistice,  including  the  action  in  the  St.  Mihiel  sector. 

Mr.  Leffler  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Torch, 
Equity  Club,  Reciprocity  Club,  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
of  the  North  Park  Baptist  Church.  He  has  served  for  the  past  ten  years 
as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  this  church  society,  and  his  wife 
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is  president  of  the  Ladies’  Society  of  the  church.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

Mr.  Leffler  was  married  December  27,  1917,  to  Miss  Jeanette  A.  Bussey, 
a  native  of  New  York  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jessie  C.  Bussey, 
the  father  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Leffler  is  a  graduate  of  the  Teachers’  Train¬ 
ing  College  of  New  York  city.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leffler  has  been  born  a 
daughter,  Gladys  Elsie,  whose  natal  day  was  September  30,  1922.  Their 
residence  is  at  470  Starin  avenue. 


JOSEPH  G.  WILKINSON 

Joseph  G.  Wilkinson,  who  is  president  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  J.  M. 
Wilkinson  &  Company,  dealers  in  women’s  apparel  at  551  Main  street, 
Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  younger  merchants  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  the  important  executive  duties  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  him  by  his  late  father,  the  founder  of  the  business,  he 
has  proved  a  most  able  successor. 

Born  in  Buffalo,  May  31,  1898,  he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Morton  and  Min- 
etta  (Girven)  Wilkinson.  His  father  was  born  in  October,  1859,  at  Chel¬ 
tenham,  Ontario,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  January  31,  1930.  He  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  died  in  Canada.  He  was 
associated  with  the  Pardridge  Stores  for  a  number  of  years,  and  subse¬ 
quently  became  one  of  the  founders  and  a  half  owner  of  the  Bailey  Com¬ 
pany  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  the  year  1900,  he  organized  the  firm  of 
J.  M.  Wilkinson  &  Company,  at  551  Main  street  in  Buffalo,  and  after¬ 
ward  took  his  sons  into  the  business,  which  was  incorporated  in  1925,  the 
father  remaining  the  president  to  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Joseph  G.,  while  his  son  Morton  H.  became  treasurer 
and  vice  president.  J.  M.  Wilkinson  was  a  member  of  the  Lafayette 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo;  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party; 
and  held  Masonic  membership  in  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Kingston  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. 
His  wife  was  born  at  Welland,  Ontario,  November  6,  1864,  and  now  resides 
in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine  Girven  Buell,  and 
step-daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan  F.  Buell,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Willard  J.  and  Jonathan  F.  Buell.  He  was  the  organizer  of 
the  Merchants’  Dispatch,  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Express  Com¬ 
pany,  and  he  was  also  interested  in  the  Niagara  power  development. 

Joseph  G.  Wilkinson  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  in 
1916,  then  attended  Union  College  until  the  spring  of  1917,  when  he 
returned  to  Buffalo  and  became  associated  with  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  & 
Motor  Company,  Incorporated,  with  the  idea  of  preparing  for  military 
service.  He  enlisted  in  September,  1918,  and  was  in  training  at  the 
ground  school  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  when  hostilities  ceased,  in  November, 
1918,  after  which  he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  In  January,  1919, 
he  became  associated  with  his  father’s  company,  J.  M.  Wilkinson  & 
Company,  of  Buffalo,  as  advertising  manager.  In  1923  he  became  a  part- 
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ner  in  the  business,  and  when  the  firm  was  incorporated  in  1927  he  became 
vice  president.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  then  became  president, 
and  also  does  the  buying  and  manages  the  advertising  phase  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  In  politics  Mr.  Wilkinson  has  always  been  known  as  a  republican, 
and  has  church  membership  in  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian.  He  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  and  also  is  a  member  of 
the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the  Erie  Lane  Golf  Club  and  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Golf  and  swimming  are  his  favorite  sports. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  was  married  July  9,  1923,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Marian 
Pitcher,  who  was  born  at  Sardinia,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Robert  M. 
and  Myrtle  (Williams)  Pitcher,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Sardinia  but 
now  live  in  Buffalo.  The  father  is  in  the  oil  business  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 
Mrs.  Wilkinson  graduated  at  Hutchinson  high  school  and  at  the  Albright 
Art  School  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian 
Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  have  been  born  two  children,  namely: 
Joseph  Morton  Wilkinson  II,  and  Marilyn  Wilkinson. 


GEORGE  CLARKE  ROUNDS 

George  C.  Rounds,  one  of  the  founders  and  a  member  of  the  well  known 
firm  of  Cleversley  &  Company,  dealers  in  investment  securities,  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  figure  among  the  younger  men  active  in  financial  circles  in  Buffalo. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  this  city,  born  June  17,  1897,  his  parents  being 
Edward  Hurd  and  Edith  Dutton  (Clarke)  Rounds.  His  grandparents 
were  George  W.  and  Delia  (Hurd)  Rounds,  the  former  having  been  a 
member  of  the  insurance  firm  of  Rounds  &  Hall  and  one  of  the  early 
participants  in  this  business  in  Buffalo. 

Edward  Hurd  Rounds  was  born  July  6,  1857,  in  Middle  Haddam,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  April  8,  1925.  He  was  assistant  treasurer 
of  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car  Company  here,  and  at  one  time  was 
associated  with  the  Marine  Bank  of  this  city.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  General  Graves  in  the  New  York  National  Guard;  was  a  republi¬ 
can  ;  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church ;  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
members  of  the  Saturn  Club.  Edith  Dutton  (Clarke)  Rounds  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  January  23,  1870,  and  now  resides  in  East  Aurora,  New  York. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  C.  and  Eliza  (Dutton)  Clarke.  The  late 
Stephen  C.  Clarke  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dutton  &  Townsend,  stave 
manufacturers  of  Buffalo. 

George  C.  Rounds  attended  the  public  schools  of  East  Aurora,  New 
York,  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  and  Phillips  Academy  of  Andover, 
Massachusetts.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor 
Car  Company  in  Buffalo,  and  remained  with  them  for  five  years,  working 
in  various  departments.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  J.  H.  Wil¬ 
liams  Drop  Forge  Company  of  Tonawanda,  New  York,  spending  six 
months  in  the  cost  department,  then  entered  the  bond  department  of  the  . 
Citizens  Commercial  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo  for  a  period  extending 
until  January  1,  1924.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Com- 
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pany  as  a  security  salesman,  continuing-  until  January  1,  1925,  at  which 
time  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  firm  of  Walter,  Rounds  & 
Company.  In  November,  1926,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Clevers- 
ley,  Rounds,  Mundie  &  Gowans,  which  became  Cleversley  &  Company  in 
September,  1930,  with  offices  at  827-832  White  building.  This  firm  is 
widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  organizations  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  dealing  in  investment  securities. 

Mr.  Rounds  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  St.  Mathias  Episcopal  Church  of  East  Aurora.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Trap  and 
Field  Club,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Nichols  Hockey  Club, 
the  game  of  hockey  yet  being  his  favorite  diversion. 

Mr.  Rounds  was  married  February  18,  1928,  to  Miss  Elsie  Elizabeth 
Balser  at  Dunkirk,  New  York.  Mrs.  Rounds  was  born  there,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Balser,  the  former  an  automobile  dealer  of  Dun¬ 
kirk,  while  his  wife  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Rounds  attended  the  Dunkirk  high 
school  and  is  a  graduate  lawyer,  having  received  her  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  from  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was 
associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Kimball  &  Smith  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  She  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  at  East  Aurora,  New  York.  The  family  residence 
is  at  127  Elmwood  avenue,  East  Aurora. 


REV.  JOHN  PETER  BOLAND 

As  rector  of  St.  Lucy’s  Italian  Church  and  St.  Columba’s  Church  and 
m  other  connections  Rev.  John  P.  Boland  has  become  an  influential  factor 
in  the  spread  of  Catholicism  in  Buffalo,  also  accomplishing  much  good  as 
a  social  service  worker.  He  was  born  in  the  suburb  of  Black  Rock,  April 
27,  1888,  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Mary  (Sullivan)  Boland,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  Emerald  isle,  but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  their 
youth.  The  father,  who  was  long  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  and  grain 
elevator  interests  of  Buffalo,  passed  away  October  13,  1909,  having  for 
four  years  survived  his  wife,  whose  demise  occurred  on  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1905.  Mrs.  Boland  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Sullivan, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Ireland.  Sergeant  Boland,  an  uncle  of  John  J. 
Boland,  was  a  British  soldier  who  saw  service  in  India,  and  Boland  Pass, 
one  of  the  two  openings  between  India  and  Afghanistan,  was  named  for 
him.  John  P.  Boland,  a  cousin  of  the  Rev.  John  P.  Boland,  figured 
prominently  in  public  affairs  as  a  member  of  parliament  for  Cahersiveen, 
County  Kerry,  Ireland. 

Father  Boland  acquired  his  early  education  in  St.  Brigid’s  parochial 
school  in  Buffalo,  afterward  taking  a  four  years’  course  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Apostolic  School  at  Watertown,  New  York,  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
year’s  attendance  at  St.  Bonaventure’s  College  of  Allegany,  New  York. 
Going  abroad,  he  pursued  his  education  for  six  years  in  Rome,  studying 
philosophy  and  theology  at  Propaganda  University  and  canon  and  civil 
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law  at  Apollinaris  University,  receiving  doctorate  degrees  in  all  three 
courses.  On  the  10th  of  June,  1911,  in  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Lateran 
at  Rome,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  and  said  his  first  mass,  assisted 
by  Monsignor  Bonzano,  later  Cardinal,  at  the  altar  of  the  crib  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  in  St.  Mary  Major  Church  in  the  Eternal  City.  He  is  the  only  Ameri¬ 
can  ever  received  at  the  bar  in  Italian  law. 

With  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Father  Boland  was  made  assist¬ 
ant  rector  of  Blessed  Sacrament  parish  of  Buffalo  in  August,  1911,  and 
assistant  in  St.  Brigid’s  (his  own  parish)  in  December,  1912.  He  then 
became  administrator  of  St.  Anthony’s  parish  at  Lime  Rock,  New  York, 
thus  serving  until  March,  1917,  when  he  went  to  Lackawanna,  New  York. 
There  he  organized  St.  Anthony’s  Church,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
pastor,  and  in  1917  was  also  made  pastor  of  St.  Lucy’s  Church  in  Buffalo. 
In  July,  1928,  he  became  irremovable  rector  of  St.  Columba’s  Church, 
retaining  the  pastorate  of  St.  Lucy’s  Church,  and  has  capably  administered 
their  affairs,  carefully  and  systematically  planning  his  work,  which  has 
been  resultant  both  in  spiritual  and  temporal  advancement.  Imbued  with 
great  faith  and  sound  doctrine,  he  preaches  the  Word  with  power,  posses¬ 
sing  a  simple,  direct  style  and  the  faculty  of  making  his  message  reach  the 
hearts  of  his  hearers.  He  was  the  first  clergyman  to  speak  over  the  radio 
in  Buffalo  at  the  opening  of  Station  WGR,  delivering  an  address  on 
Mother’s  Day. 

A  gifted  writer  as  well  as  an  eloquent  orator,  Father  Boland  is  the 
author  of  Per  L’Operario,  a  prayer  book  in  Italian  for  workingmen 
unfamiliar  with  the  English  language,  and  also  of  numerous  articles  pub¬ 
lished  in  hospital  and  service  magazines.  He  is  chaplain  of  Emergency 
Hospital  in  Buffalo,  director  general  of  chaplains  of  the  Catholic  Hospital 
Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  diocesan  hospital  director 
of  the  diocese  of  Buffalo,  synodal  judge  and  examiner  of  clergy  for  the 
same  diocese,  vice  president  of  the  Catholic  Industrial  Conference  of 
America,  Capo  Gruppo  for  the  United  States  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Urban 
College  of  Rome,  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  St.  Bonaventure’s 
College,  and  a  director  of  the  Official  Nurses  Registry  of  Buffalo.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Social  Workers  Club.  A  man  of  broad  sympathies  and  humani¬ 
tarian  impulses,  Father  Boland  has  been  very  active  in  behalf  of  the 
poor  and  needy  and  draws  his  friends  from  all  walks  of  life.  He  has 
never  been  an  idle  sentimentalist,  but  a  worker,  and  the  lofty  ideals  which 
he  cherishes  find  embodiment  in  practical  effort  for  their  adoption. 


JAMES  L.  WICKSTEAD 

Among  the  representative  business  men  of  Buffalo,  James  L.  Wickstead 
holds  prominent  position,  for  he  has  made  substantial  progress  in  this 
city  since  he  came  here  in  1917  as  general  auditor  of  Spencer  Kellogg  & 
Sons,  Incorporated.  In  July,  1927,  he  became  treasurer  and  a  director 
of  this  company,  and  he  is  also  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Spencer 
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Kellogg  Sales  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  the  Kellogg  Realty  Corporation,  the 
New  York  and  Philippine  Steamship  Corporation,  and  Spencer  Kellogg 
&  Sons,  Limited,  of  Canada. 

James  L.  Wickstead  was  born  in  New  York  city,  August  8,  1886,  a  son 
of  Edwin  and  Mary  (Van  Voorhis)  Wickstead.  His  father  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  March  1,  1850,  and  is  now  living  retired  in  Buffalo. 
He  was  a  manufacturer  of  umbrellas,  and  later  made  leather  goods,  such 
as  trunks  and  bags.  He  is  a  republican ;  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church ; 
and  for  nine  years  was  a  member  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard.  He  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Jane  (Ker) 
Wickstead,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  in  New  Tork  city.  The 
father  of  Richard  Wickstead  was  a  doctor  in  Manchester,  England,  and 
bore  the  title  of  first  physician.  Mary  (Van  Voorhis)  Wickstead,  the 
mother  of  James  L.,  was  born  in  New  York  city,  and  died  there  January 
2,  1892.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Hall)  Van  Voorhis. 
Her  father  was  born  near  Catskill,  New  York,  and  died  in  New  York  city, 
where  he  had  been  a  wholesale  grocer.  His  wife  was  born  in  New  York 
city,  and  there  passed  away.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hall,  who 
organized  the  firm  of  Samuel  Hall  &  Sons  of  New  York  city,  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  nuts  and  bolts,  which  business  is  still  owned  and  conducted  by  the 
family. 

The  education  of  James  L.  Wickstead  was  received  in  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  city,  after  which  he  engaged  in  various  lines 
of  work  until  1907,  when  he  became  associated  with  the  Audit  Company 
of  New  York  city,  and  remained  in  that  employ  until  1917.  He  then  came 
to  Buffalo  as  general  auditor  of  Spencer  Kellogg  &  Sons,  Incorporated. 
Mr.  Wickstead  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Audubon  Country  Club  and  the 
Canadian  Club  of  New  York  city.  He  is  unmarried.  He  has  a  sister, 
Miss  Bessie  Wickstead,  residing  in  Buffalo,  and  a  brother,  Charles  Carson 
Wickstead,  who  is  associated  with  Innis,  Speiden  &  Company  of  New 
York  city.  His  residence  is  at  164  Sterling  avenue,  Buffalo. 


HORACE  BRIGGS 

A  teacher  of  pronounced  ability  who  gained  notable  distinction  in 
educational  circles,  Horace  Briggs  was  widely  known  as  the  founder  and 
promoter  of  the  Buffalo  Classical  School.  At  all  times  he  held  to  the 
highest  standards  of  education  as  a  factor  in  character  building  as  well 
as  in  preparation  for  the  practical  duties  of  business  life.  He  was  a  man 
who  had  felt  all  the  impulses  of  vigorous,  ambitious  and  combatant  youth 
and  was  prepared  to  deal  with  them  as  he  found  them  in  others.  He 
possessed  what  has  been  termed  the  “saving  sense  of  humor”  and  he 
added  to  this  tolerance,  vigor  and  strength,  all  of  which  combined  to  give 
him  high  standing  in  the  community  where  he  lived  and  brought  prestige 
to  the  institution  of  which  he  was  the  head.  Hundreds  of  young  men 
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graduated  from  the  halls  of  the  famous  classical  school  in  Buffalo,  and 
carried  into  their  future  lives  a  lasting  benefit  for  having  known  this 
fine  character. 

Horace  Briggs  was  born  October  2,  1818,  at  Orangeville,  New  York. 
His  father,  Amasai  Briggs,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  later 
settled  in  Orangeville,  where  he  farmed  as  well  as  carried  on  his  profes¬ 
sional  duties  as  a  physician.  Horace  Briggs  taught  in  the  district  schools, 
and  then  attended  school  at  Oberlin  and  at  Hamilton.  In  1847  he  became 
a  teacher  at  Warsaw,  New  York,  and  there  remained  until  1857,  when 
he  went  to  Alexander,  New  York,  as  principal  of  the  Genesee  and  Wyom¬ 
ing  Seminary.  The  new  system  of  union  schools  having  been  established, 
he  received  an  offer  to  go  to  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  which  he 
accepted,  and  here  he  became  professor  of  Greek  and  Latin.  In  1863  he 
received  an  attractive  offer  to  take  charge  of  a  private  school  for  boys  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Bronson  C.  Rumsey  home.  This  school  prospered  under 
his  management  and  for  many  years  was  known  as  the  Buffalo  Classical 
School.  Dr.  Briggs  taught  here  until  1885,  at  which  date  he  retired  and 
thereafter  spent  much  time  in  foreign  travel.  In  1862  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  was  bestowed  on  him  by  Rochester  University  and  in  1875 
Williams  College  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

Dr.  Briggs  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five  years,  leaving  an 
imperishable  record  behind  him.  His  wife,  Catherine  (Morse)  Briggs, 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Harvey  and  Lydia  (Watkins)  Morse.  The  only 
child  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs,  Dora,  is  the  widow  of  Charles  J.  North  of 
Buffalo.  Dr.  Briggs  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  University 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 


DAVID  C.  ADIE 

The  ability  of  David  C.  Adie,  of  Buffalo,  in  social  service  work  is 
indicated  by  his  present  responsible  position  of  professional  and  executive 
secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  which  is  a  co-ordina¬ 
tion  of  all  the  charitable  and  welfare  agencies  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
in  Hamilton,  Scotland,  September  3,  1888,  and  is  a  son  of  Lawrence  A. 
and  Madeline  (Cooper)  Adie.  The  father,  a  native  of  Scotland  and  now 
deceased,  was  formerly  passenger  agent  for  the  North  British  Road.  The 
mother,  born  in  Scotland,  is  now  living  in  London,  England. 

David  C.  Adie  attended  public  schools  of  Scotland,  Skerrys  College  and 
the  New  College  of  Edinburgh.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1913, 
and  in  this  country  his  first  position  was  that  of  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Minneapolis  Civic  and  Commerce  Association,  in  the  civic  department 
of  which  he  remained  for  five  years  and  of  which  he  was  made  director 
in  1918.  During  that  period  he  was  loaned  to  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  and  became  associate  secretary  of  the  War  Labor  Policies  Board 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  1919  and  part  of  1920,  he  served  in  New  York 
city  as  impartial  chairman  of  the  Men  &  Boys  Clothing  Industry  for  New 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


579 


York  city.  Leaving  that  position,  he  became  campaign  manager  for  the 
American  City  Bureau  of  New  York,  reorganizing  the  chambers  of  com¬ 
merce  and  like  duties. 

On  July  1,  1921,  Mr.  Adie  arrived  in  Buffalo  to  become  secretary  of 
the  Charity  Organization  Society,  thus  serving  for  seven  and  a  half  years, 
and  on  January  1,  1929,  he  was  promoted  to  his  present  position  of  pro¬ 
fessional  secretary.  He  is  also  professional  lecturer  in  the  department 
of  sociology  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  lecturer  in  national 
social  work.  In  1928  he  served  as  vice  president  of  the  American  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Social  Workers,  a  national  organization.  He  is  a  commissioner 
for  the  eighth  judicial  district  for  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Social 
Welfare,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  in  December, 
1929.  He  was  nominated  by  the  governor  for  the  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sion,  but  the  nomination  was  not  confirmed.  Mr.  Adie  was  also  a  member 
of  the  committee  for  the  Revision  of  Public  Service  Law.  Politically  he 
gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Unitarian 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Thursday  Club  of  Buffalo.  He  became 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  1919  in  the  Federal  court  of  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

On  July  31,  1916,  at  Minneapolis,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Adie 
and  Anna  Herr  of  Cleveland,  a  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Dora  Herr  of 
that  city,  the  father  now  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adie  have  a  daughter, 
Jean  Cooper  Adie,  born  in  Minneapolis,  May  15,  1919.  The  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  1070  Eggert  road,  Eggertsville,  New  York. 


HON.  LOUIS  BRET  HART 

Hon.  Louis  Bret  Hart  has  to  his  credit  a  record  of  twenty-five  years’ 
continuous  service  as  surrogate  of  Erie  county  and  ranks  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  representatives  of  the  judiciary  of  western  New  York.  He  was  born 
at  Medina,  this  state,  March  30,  1869,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Hannah 
(Marcy)  Hart,  and  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lock- 
port,  New  York.  Subsequently  he  became  a  student  in  the  Buffalo  Law 
School,  and  when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  he  became  secretary  to  Senator 
D.  H.  McMillan,  with  whom  he  was  thus  associated  for  two  years.  He 
was  afterward  stenographer  to  the  grand  jury  of  Erie  county,  New  York, 
from  1891  until  1895,  managing  clerk  of  the  district  attorneys  office,  and 
in  1897  was  made  clerk  to  the  surrogate’s  court  of  Erie  county,  thus  serv¬ 
ing  until  1905,  when  he  was  elevated  to  the  bench  as  surrogate  of  the 
county.  As  probate  judge,  in  which  office  he  has  now  served  most  accept¬ 
ably  for  a  quarter  century,  he  has  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  of  wills, 
the  administration  of  estates,  and  guardianship  of  infants. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1897,  Judge  Hart  was  married  to  Miss  Emelie 
Monteath  Weed,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  make  their  home  at  102  Linwood 
avenue  in  this  city.  Judge  Hart  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party  and  has  rendered  effective  service  in  behalf  of  civic  and  cultural 
advancement.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Grosvenor 
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Library  and  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Musical  Foundation.  Along 
strictly  professional  lines  he  has  membership  in  the  Erie  County,  New 
York  State  and  American  Bar  Associations,  while  fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Phi  Delta  Phi  and  he  has  won  an  extensive  circle  of  warm 
friends  among  his  fellow  members  of  the  Buffalo,  Saturn,  Country  and 
Alumni  Clubs. 


JAMES  ADDISON  JOHNSON 

A  foremost  figure  in  the  field  of  architecture  in  New  York  state  is 
James  Addison  Johnson  of  Buffalo,  member  of  the  firm  of  Essenwein  & 
Johnson,  with  offices  situated  at  781  Ellicott  Square.  His  achievements 
in  architectural  designing  have  been  notable;  they  have  elicited  the  most 
favorable  criticism  from  his  contemporaries  as  well  as  from  his  patrons 
and  the  public ;  and  they  hold  a  well  defined  place  in  the  scheme  of  building 
development  and  modern  construction  in  numerous  localities. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  October  7,  1865,  near  Brewerton,  in  the  town  of 
Cicero,  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  and  is  a  son  of  Garrison  Barrett 
and  Catherine  (Beckwith)  Johnson.  The  paternal  and  maternal  descent 
of  Mr.  Johnson  is  presented  in  subsequent  paragraphs. 

James  A.  Johnson  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  New  York,  and  after  his  graduation  entered  the  employ  of  the  photo¬ 
graphic  firm  of  Curtiss  &  Smith,  remaining  with  them  for  two  and  a  half 
years.  In  1888  he  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Marling  &  Burdette, 
Buffalo  architects,  in  which  connection  he  remained  two  years.  He  was 
next  with  the  firm  of  McKim,  Meade  &  White,  and  Richard  M.  Hunt  of 
New  York  city,  for  about  five  years;  with  George  Cary  of  Buffalo  two 
years;  and  with  J.  H.  Marling  of  Buffalo  one  year.  He  then  formed  the 
firm  of  Marling  &  Johnson,  and  afterward  Boughton  &  Johnson.  In  1901 
the  firm  of  Essenwein  &  Johnson  was  organized,  and  so  continues  at  this 
writing.  This  firm  was  one  of  the  six  official  architects  for  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  in  Buffalo,  having  designed  the  Temple  of  Music,  the 
Service  building,  Alt  Nurnberg  and  Darkest  Africa.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  they  were  the  architects  for  the  following:  the  Hotel  Buffalo,  Tour- 
aine  Hotel,  Lafayette  Hotel  (alterations  and  additions),  in  Buffalo;  the 
Seneca  Hotel  of  Rochester,  New  York;  the  Utica  Hotel  of  Utica,  New 
York;  the  Onondaga  of  Syracuse,  New  York;  the  Lawrence  Hotel  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania;  the  Penn-Harris  Hotel  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania;  the 
Stacy-Trent  Hotel  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey;  the  Jefferson  Hotel  of  Peoria, 
Illinois;  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel  of  Albany,  New  York;  the  Portage  Hotel  of 
Akron,  Ohio;  the  Durant  Hotel  of  Flint,  Michigan;  the  Bancroft  Hotel  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts;  the  Niagara  Hotel  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York;  the  Nonotuck  Hotel  of  Holyoke,  Massachusetts;  the  Vendig  Hotel  of 
Philadelphia ;  the  King  Edward  Hotel  of  Toronto,  Canada ;  the  Royal  Con¬ 
naught  Hotel  of  Hamilton,  Canada ;  the  Prince  Edward  Hotel  of  Windsor, 
Canada;  the  Clifton  Hotel  (alterations)  of  Niagara  Falls,  Canada;  the 
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Hotel  Samuels  of  Jamestown,  New  York;  the  Masten  Park  and  Lafayette 
high  schools  of  Buffalo ;  the  Schoellkopf ,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy  building, 
Niagara  Square;  T.  H.  Dickinson  building,  Main  street;  Buffalo  General 
Electric  building;  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science;  United  Office  building  of 
Niagara  Falls;  Thomas  J.  McKinney  residence  of  Buffalo;  T.  H.  Dudley 
residence  of  Niagara  Falls;  the  Buffalo  Water  Works;  the  Buffalo  Orphans 
Asylum;  M.  Wyle  building;  Buffalo  Automobile  Club;  Cherry  Hill  Club, 
Ridgeway,  Ontario;  and  many  others. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Country 
Club,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
the  American  Chemical  Society,  the  Institute  of  American  Radio  Engin¬ 
eers,  the  American  Dahlia  Society,  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  Research 
Council.  He  resides  at  731  West  Delavan  avenue  in  Buffalo  and  also  main¬ 
tains  a  summer  home  at  Point  Albino,  Canada. 

James  Addison  Johnson,  in  the  paternal  line,  is  descended  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1602  in  Canterbury,  County  Kent,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  went  to  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  in  1634,  and  in  that  colony 
became  prominent.  In  England,  in  1630,  he  married  Elizabeth  Story  and 
he  died  February  2,  1675.  Next  in  the  agnatic  line  is  his  son,  Jonathan 
Johnson,  born  June  14,  1641,  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  He  was 
the  first  blacksmith  and  school  teacher  in  Marlborough,  Massachusetts ; 
was  married  October  14,  1663,  to  Mary  Newton,  of  Sudbury,  Massachusetts 
(born  June  22,  1644 — died  December  28,  1738)  ;  and  died  at  Marlborough, 
April  12,  1712.  Third  in  the  line  is  William  Johnson,  son  of  Jonathan, 
who  was  born  December  15,  1665  at  Marlborough;  married  first  in  1688 
at  Charlestown  to  Hannah  Larkin,  and  secondly,  November  7,  1699,  to 
Hannah  Rider  of  Sherborn,  Massachusetts,  the  latter  born  at  Water- 
town,  Massachusetts,  April  4,  1678,  and  by  whom  his  children  were  born. 
William  was  the  father  of  Isaac,  who  was  born  April  12,  1713,  at  Marl¬ 
borough,  and  died  February  16,  1801,  at  Southborough,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  a  planter  and  miller,  and  was  married,  October  3,  1733,  to  Rachel 
Thomas  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  who  was  born  March  9,  1710,  and  died 
March  18,  1794  at  Southborough.  Next  in  the  paternal  line  was  Isaac,  Jr., 
born  February  28,  1736,  at  Southborough,  and  died  in  February,  1769.  He 
was  married,  June  22,  1758,  to  Patience  Joslyn,  who  was  born  February 
24,  1741,  at  Southborough,  and  died  August  1,  1809.  Their  son,  Isaac, 
III,  born  July  17,  1761,  at  Spencer,  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  died  August  7,  1832,  at  Vernon,  Vermont,  and  is  buried  in 
Tyler  cemetery  of  South  Vernon,  Vermont.  He  was  married  December 
15,  1782,  to  Dinah  Walker  of  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  who  was  born 
November  6,  1765,  and  died  in  1849  at  New  Haven,  Oswego  county,  New 
York.  Seventh  in  the  direct  line  was  Lowell  Johnson,  son  of  Isaac,  III, 
who  was  born  February  25,  1783,  at  Gill,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts, 
died  August  12,  1859,  at  Vernon,  Vermont,  and  is  buried  at  Palermo, 
Oswego  county,  New  York.  He  was  a  lawyer,  and  was  judge  of  Oswego 
county  for  several  terms.  He  was  married  March  4,  1805,  to  Rebecca 
Stebbins,  who  was  born  March  31,  1784,  at  Vernon,  Vermont,  and  died 
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there  August  14,  1859.  In  the  eighth  generation,  Lowell,  Jr.,  farmer  and 
teacher  was  born  October  15,  1807  at  Vernon,  and  died  February  28,  1845 
at  Palermo,  New  York,  where  he  is  buried.  He  was  married  February  28, 
1830,  to  Sarah  Almeda  Sedgwick,  who  was  born  November  22,  1806,  at 
Verona,  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  died  May  10,  1886,  at  Palermo, 
where  she  was  buried.  Ninth  is  Garrison  Barrett  Johnson,  father  of  James 
Addison  Johnson,  who  was  born  July  15,  1839,  at  Palermo,  New  York,  and 
died  January  12,  1888,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  being  buried  in  Oakwood 
cemetery,  Syracuse,  New  York.  He  married,  September  4,  1860,  Cather¬ 
ine  Eliza  Beckwith  of  Palermo,  who  was  born  April  15,  1842,  and  died 
November  19,  1900.  The  family  history  of  Catherine  Eliza  (Beckwith) 
Johnson  is  noted  in  further  paragraphs. 

James  Addison  Johnson,  son  of  Garrison  Barrett  Johnson,  was  mar¬ 
ried  January  3,  1899,  to  Mary  Edith  Carter  of  Brewerton,  New  York, 
whose  ancestry  is  given  later.  To  the  above  union  there  have  been  born 
two  daughters.  Katherine  Carter  Johnson,  born  June  11,  1900,  at  Buffalo, 
was  married  in  1923  to  Robert  Barclay,  who  was  born  in  London,  England 
November  19,  1899,  and  they  have  three  children:  James  Johnson  Bar¬ 
clay,  born  in  New  York  city  June  30,  1924;  and  Roberta  Elizabeth  and 
Edith  Carter  Barclay,  twins,  born  May  7,  1926  at  Brewerton,  Onondaga 
county,  New  York.  Mary  Edith  Johnson  was  born  June  25,  1905,  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York. 

The  Beckwith  ancestral  line,  from  which  James  Addison  Johnson  is 
descended  on  the  maternal  side,  begins  with  Matthew  Beckwith,  who  was 
born  in  1610,  at  Pontefract,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  went  to  Saybrook 
Point,  Connecticut,  in  1635.  His  son,  Benjamin  Beckwith,  born  March  8, 
1643  at  New  London  Connecticut,  married  Azubah  Brewster  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Third  in  the  maternal  ancestry  of  our  subject  was  Elisha 
Beckwith,  born  January  13,  1682,  at  New  London,  Connecticut,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Nancy  Perkins  of  Lyme,  Connecticut.  Elisha,  Jr.,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  was  born  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  in  1718,  and  met  his  death  October 
28,  1776,  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  New  York.  He  married  Adelaide 
Carpenter,  who  was  born  at  Lyme  in  1724.  Their  son,  Roswell  Beckwith, 
also  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  Baptist  minister,  was  born  October  21, 
1753,  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  and  married  Lydia  Dorr,  January  13,  1780, 
the  latter  dying  April  16,  1834.  He  died  February  2.,  1836.  In  the  sixth 
generation  was  Barak  Beckwith,  son  of  Roswell,  a  lawyer  and  judge  of 
Madison  county,  New  York,  who  was  born  November  3,  1780,  at  Lyme, 
and  died  April  12,  1844.  He  was  married,  January  12,  1804,  to  Mary 
Kennedy,  who  was  born  in  1784  and  died  October  13,  1854.  Addison  Ken¬ 
nedy  Beckwith,  son  of  Barak,  was  a  doctor,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  Col¬ 
lege,  and  practiced  at  Cicero  and  Palermo,  New  York.  He  was  born 
March  22,  1805,  at  Cazenovia,  New  York,  and  died  January  28,  1856.  He 
was  married,  September  27,  1831,  to  Amelia  Kipp  Winans,  at  Cicero,  the 
latter  having  been  born  at  Troy,  New  York,  July  1,  1812,  and  died  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1885.  Dr.  Addison  Kennedy  Beckwith  was  the  father  of  Catherine 
Eliza  (Beckwith)  Johnson,  the  mother  of  James  Addison  Johnson.  She 
was  born  April  15,  1842,  at  Palermo,  Oswego  county,  New  York,  and  died 
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November  19,  1900,  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  where  she  is  now  buried. 
She  spelled  her  name  Katherine. 

Mary  Edith  (Carter)  Johnson,  the  wife  of  James  Addison  Johnson, 
was  born  September  6,  1869,  at  Middletown  Springs,  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Johnson  January  3,  1899.  She  received 
her  education  in  private  schools,  graduating  from  the  once  famous  Keble 
School  at  Syracuse,  New  York.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  William 
H.  and  Mary  A.  (Scott)  Carter,  the  former  born  at  Wickford,  Rhode 
Island,  December  3,  1813,  and  the  latter  at  Scott,  Cortland  county,  New 
York,  August  28,  1830.  William  H.  Carter  was  a  wholesale  lumber  dealer, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  partner  of  Dewitt  C.  Littlejohns  of  Oswego, 
New  York,  in  the  forwarding  business  on  Oneida  lake  and  river.  He  also 
mingled  in  New  York  state  politics  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
thorough  New  Englander,  having  in  his  genealogical  background  such 
names  as  Davis,  Reynolds,  Bowyer,  Scott,  Marbury  and  Cooper.  He 
established  his  home  with  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Carter,  at  Oswego,  in 
1827,  and  died  at  Brewerton,  New  York,  June  5,  1885.  His  father,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Palmer  Carter,  was  born  at  Wickford,  Rhode  Island,  September  8, 
1792,  and  had  an  interesting  career  at  sea.  He  sailed  as  master  of  mer¬ 
chant  vessels  for  William  Patterson,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  visited 
most  of  the  important  world  ports.  His  maritime  career  ended  when  his 
ship  was  taken  by  pirates  in  May,  1824.  Samuel  Carter,  father  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Palmer  Carter  and  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  banking,  and  also  served  as  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  Rhode 
Island,  for  several  terms.  He  was  born  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  August 
15,  1770,  and  settled  at  Wickford,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  married  Nancy 
Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  that  village  April  18,  1770.  In  1812  he  moved 
to  Oswego,  New  York.  The  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
David  Carter,  who  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Connecticut,  December  30,  1740, 
and  was  drowned  off  Coasters  Harbor,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  October  8, 
1790.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mrs.  Johnson  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs  during  her 
residence  in  Buffalo.  She  worships  at  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club,  the  Buffalo  Colony  of  New 
England  Women  (ex-president),  the  Niagara  Frontier  Society  Daughters 
of  1812,  and  the  Abigail  Fillmore  Chapter  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (ex-regent) . 


OTTO  H.  PETERS 

Otto  H.  Peters,  president  and  manager  of  H.  L.  Peters,  Inc.,  is  not 
only  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known  business  men  but  a  man  who  has  estab¬ 
lished  his  name  in  the  fields  of  national  sport  as  one  of  the  foremost  bait 
and  fly  casting  experts  in  the  United  States  and  a  holder  of  many 
championships  in  this  sport,  of  which  he  is  a  most  enthusiastic  promoter. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  6,  1884,  a  son  of  Herman  L.  and 
Bertha  (Feine)  Peters.  Herman  L.  Peters  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
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July  22,  1854,  a  son  of  Louis  Peters,  a  French  Huguenot  who  left  France 
for  Germany  to  escape  religious  persecution  and  in  the  latter  country 
followed  his  trade  of  blacksmithing.  His  death  occurred  in  Germany. 

Herman  L.  Peters  came  to  Buffalo  as  a  young  man  and  in  1876  entered 
the  employ  of  Edward  Valentine,  who  in  1847  had  founded  a  business  for 
the  manufacture  of  locks  and  keys,  which  with  other  hardware  were  made 
in  his  plant.  Here  was  made  all  the  hardware  for  the  Erie  county  jail, 
the  old  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  Fargo  mansion  at  Buffalo  and  also  the 
numbers  for  the  pews  in  old  Trinity  Church.  The  old  wooden  key  sign 
used  by  this  company  in  the  early  days  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  was  made  by  Michael  Solomon,  who  was 
conceded  to  be  the  leading  wood  and  ivory  turner  in  the  world  during  his 
generation.  At  the  time  Herman  L.  Peters  became  connected  with  Mr. 
Valentine,  the  business  was  located  at  223  Pearl  street,  and  in  1892  Mr. 
Peters  purchased  the  business  and  later  moved  to  260  Pearl  street.  From 
1911  to  1927  the  store  was  located  at  328  Pearl  street.  In  1916  he  bought 
the  property  at  330-332  Pearl  street  and  in  1927  removed  the  business 
to  that  location,  where  it  has  since  remained.  In  the  latter  year  it  was 
incorporated  as  H.  L.  Peters,  Inc.,  with  H.  L.  Peters  as  president  and 
his  son,  Otto  H.,  as  vice  president  and  manager.  Following  the  death  of 
Herman  L.  Peters  in  October,  1930,  Otto  H.  Peters  became  president  arid 
general  manager.  They  are  locksmiths  and  dealers  in  sporting  goods, 
Elto  outboard  motors  and  electrical  appliances,  and  the  business  as  con¬ 
ducted  by  H.  L.  Peters,  Inc.,  has  for  years  been  the  leading  one  in  its  line 
in  western  New  York,  while  the  company  has  enjoyed  the  highest  reputa¬ 
tion  for  commercial  integrity. 

Herman  L.  Peters  was  well  known  in  business  circles  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  an  authority  on  fishing.  His  office  was  often  termed  a  rendezvous 
for  devotees  of  the  rod  and  reel.  He  was  a  stanch  republican,  and  in  his 
religious  connection  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Church.  He 
was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Bertha  Feme.  She 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  21,  1856,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
Feine,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  as  a  young 
married  couple,  making  the  ten  weeks’  voyage  on  a  sailing  vessel.  Jacob 
Feine  was  a  glove  manufacturer  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Ex¬ 
change  streets  in  Buffalo,  making  gloves  for  the  soldiers  during  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Peters  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  five 
daughters:  Otto  H.,  Albert  H.,  Howard  H.,  Mrs.  Albert  F.  Glassman, 
Mrs.  Harvey  M.  Bomm,  Mrs.  Frederick  Zachringer,  Edna  C.  and  Hilda  L. 

Otto  H.  Peters  graduated  from  Buffalo  public  school  No.  9  and  in 
1901  completed  his  course  at  the  Masten  Park  high  school  and  received 
his  diploma.  He  then  became  associated  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
also  attended  night  school  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and 
studied  electrical  engineering.  Later  he  became  manager  of  his  father’s 
store,  and  when  the  business  was  incorporated  in  1927  he  became  vice 
president  and  manager,  thus  serving  until  his  father’s  death,  when  he  was 
made  the  executive  head  of  the  enterprise. 

In  reviewing  the  many  sporting  activities  of  Mr.  Peters,  mention  first 
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must  be  made  of  his  career  in  bait  and  fly  casting  and  kindred  affairs. 
Mr.  Peters  is  a  member  and  organizer  of  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  12,  of  the 
Izaak  Walton  League,  and  in  1925  was  its  first  president.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  New  York  state  division  and  a  national  director  in  the 
league.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Trap  &  Field  Club  and  a 
consistent  92  shot  at  the  traps.  He  is  president  of  the  Buffalo  Anglers 
Club,  which  he  organized  in  1920,  belongs  to  the  Eden  Rod  &  Gun  Club 
of  Eden,  New  York,  and  is  president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Scientific  Angling  Clubs.  He  is  at  present  the  bait  and  fly  casting  cham¬ 
pion  of  Erie  county,  of  the  state  of  New  York  and  of  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
and  is  the  father  of  the  tournament  bait  and  fly  casting  idea  in  Buffalo. 
As  a  contestant  in  national  bait  and  fly  casting  tournaments,  he  has  won 
a  number  of  national  championships,  including  the  all-round  national 
accuracy  fly  casting  championship,  the  national  distance  bait  and  fly  cast¬ 
ing  championship,  and  in  1930  won  the  all-round  casting  title.  He  is  the 
only  man  to  have  won  the  five-eighths  ounce  accuracy  Plug  championship 
more  than  once,  his  victories  in  this  event  having  been  in  1925,  1928  and 
1929.  He  is  a  member  and  past  vice  president  of  the  Erie  County  Con¬ 
servation  Society,  Incorporated,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Huntsville 
(Ontario)  Game  and  Fish  Protective  Association,  which  affiliations  indi¬ 
cate  his  viewpoint  concerning  these  subjects,  for  game  and  fish  conserva¬ 
tion  has  no  more  ardent  advocate  anywhere  than  Mr.  Peters.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Buffalo  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  and  in  1913  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Motorcycle  Club.  He 
organized  the  Buffalo  Mounted  Motorcycle  Rifle  Squad,  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  National  Rifle  Association.  Mr.  Peters  played  on  the  Central 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  basket-ball  team  at  Buffalo,  and  up  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  was  one  of  the  best  guards  in  the  city.  A  fine,  all¬ 
round  athlete,  he  has  excelled  in  every  competitive  sport  in  which  he  has 
participated  and  has  always  proven  a  true  sportsman  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  He  played  semi-professional  baseball,  also  played  football  and 
can  turn  his  hand  to  practically  every  well  known  game,  including  golf 
and  bowling. 

Mr.  Peters  has  been  a  stanch  republican  ever  since  he  cast  his  first 
vote  and  has  always  been  a  worker  for  party  success.  In  1926  he  was 
chairman  of  the  senatorial  campaign  of  Charles  A.  Freiberg,  who  was 
elected  by  the  largest  plurality  a  senatorial  candidate  had  ever  received 
in  this  district.  Mr.  Peters  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging 
to  Tyrian  Lodge,  No.  925,  Buffalo  Consistory  and  to  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  Mrs.  Peters  is  a  member  of  Tyrian  Chapter  of  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  September  25,  1910,  at  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Otto  H. 
Peters  and  Miss  Louise  M.  Juergens,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  A.  and  Margaret  (Augstell)  Juergens  of  this  city.  Mrs. 
Peters  graduated  at  Masten  Park  high  school  in  1900,  and  from  the 
Buffalo  State  Teachers  College.  Prior  to  her  marriage,  she  taught  school 
in  Strykersville,  New  York,  and  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  have 
become  the  parents  of  four  daughters,  namely:  Carol,  born  December 
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17,  1912,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Masten  Park  high  school  and  is  now 
a  student  at  the  Chicago  Normal  School  of  Physical  Education;  Ruth  F., 
born  December  25,  1913,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Masten  Park  high  school ; 
Marian,  born  July  10,  1915,  a  student  at  Masten  Park  high  school;  and 
Virginia,  born  February  12,  1917.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  are  members 
of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church. 


HON.  HARRY  LEONARD  TAYLOR 

The  finest  traditions  of  New  York  state’s  highest  court  have  been 
worthily  upheld  by  Judge  Harry  Leonard  Taylor,  of  Buffalo,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  since  the  year  1913.  The  reputation 
he  holds  upon  the  bench,  his  fairness  and  knowledge  of  the  law  and  its 
application,  the  confidence  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  the  public,  are 
all  indicated,  among  many  other  factors,  by  his  reelection  to  this  eminent 
position  in  1927,  at  which  time  he  was  the  nominee  of  both  the  republican 
and  the  democratic  parties.  In  September,  1924,  he  was  designated  to 
the  appellate  division,  fourth  department,  by  Governor  Alfred  Smith,  and 
was  redesignated  by  Governor  Smith  in  1927.  Judge  Taylor  has  been 
of  predominating  influence  in  the  conduct  of  New  York’s  supreme  tribunal. 
His  interpretation  of  the  law  and  the  ideal  motive  and  purposes  of  this 
court  h^ve  been  inseparable  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  observed  his 
work,  who  know  his  personality,  and  who  are  informed  as  to  his  achieve¬ 
ments.  Tolerant,  clear-minded,  and  sympathetic  with  human  nature,  he 
is  yet  decisive,  even  adamantine,  when  the  law  must  be  upheld. 

Harry  Leonard  Taylor  was  born  at  Halsey  Valley,  Tioga  county,  New 
York,  April  14,  1866,  a  son  of  Frederick  H.  and  Hannah  C.  (Sairs) 
Taylor.  The  father,  a  native  of  New  York  state,  was  born  February  25, 
1835,  and  died  June  10,  1894,  in  Ithaca,  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  millwright,  was  also  the  owner  of  a  lumber  mill  and  shingle  mill,  and 
was  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  was  a  son  of  Ira  and  Mary 
(Cashady)  Taylor  of  Tioga  county,  New  York.  Hannah  C.  (Sairs)  Tay¬ 
lor,  the  mother  of  Judge  Taylor,  was  born  in  Tompkins  county,  New  York, 
on  Christmas  day  of  1845,  and  now  resides  with  the  Judge  at  Buffalo. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Leonard  B.  and  Melinda  (Munson)  Sairs,  who  lived  at 
one  time  in  Tioga  county,  New  York,  and  later  in  Bradford  county, 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  by  trade 
a  machinist. 

Judge  Taylor  graduated  from  the  Spencer  Union  School  in  Tioga 
county,  and  in  1884  graduated  from  high  school  at  Ithaca.  He  then  took 
up  his  classical  studies  at  Cornell  University,  and  from  this  institution 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1888.  He  next  entered  the 
Cornell  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  in  1893.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  at  Buffalo 
in  January,  1894,  and  then  located  in  this  city,  where  he  was  associated 
as  a  clerk  with  the  law  firm  of  Marcy  &  Close.  Subsequently,  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  Eugene  L.  Falk  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  Decern- 
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ber,  1906,  he  was  appointed  county  judge  by  Governor  Higgins,  and  in 
November,  1907,  was  regularly  elected  to  this  office  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  As  county  judge,  he  made  a  record  of  distinction,  which  was 
widely  recognized,  and  in  the  fall  of  1913  the  voters  expressed  their  faith 
in  him  at  the  polls  by  electing  him  to  the  supreme  bench  of  the  state. 
Then,  as  noted,  he  was  further  honored  in  1927  by  having  been  chosen 
as  nominee  for  the  same  position  by  both  the  republican  and  democratic 
parties.  Nominally,  the  judge  has  been  a  republican  in  his  public  career. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Judge  Taylor  was  chairman  of  the  Buffalo 
Playground  Commission.  He  is  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason,  belonging 
to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  of  which  he  is  past  master;  Buffalo 
Consistory ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he  is  past 
potentate.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Park 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  collegiate  fraternity,  and  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  honorary  scholarship  fraternity.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  First  Unitarian  Church  of  Buffalo.  Judge  Taylor’s  favorite  recre¬ 
ation  and  diversion  at  present  is  golf,  but  during  his  university  years  he 
was  a  baseball  player  of  much  skill.  Judge  Taylor  has  a  sister,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Taylor,  who  resides  with  him  and  their  mother  at  his  residence, 
8  Berkley  place,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


ROLAND  H.  TILLS 

Although  Roland  H.  Tills  has  been  practicing  before  the  bar  at  Buffalo 
but  a  few  years  he  has  made  most  satisfactory  progress  in  the  profession 
of  his  choice,  and  is  now  associated  with  C.  DeForest  Cummings,  Buffalo 
attorney,  with  offices  at  66  Dun  building.  Mr.  Tills  is  a  native  of  this 
city,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1900,  and  his 
parents  are  William  H.  and  Anna  (Schroeder)  Tills,  the  former  born  in 
Buffalo,  and  the  latter  in  Germany.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Noble  and 
Sarah  Tills,  the  former  a  native  of  England,  and  now  living  retired  at 
Buffalo,  having  previously  been  engaged  in  the  carting  and  moving  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  son.  William  H.  Tills  is  engaged  in  the  carting,  moving  and 
coal  business  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  supports  the  republican  party.  His  wife,  Anna  (Schroeder) 
Tills,  is  a  daughter  of  August  Schroeder,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
died  in  Akron,  New  York.  Roland  H.  Tills  is  one  of  four  children,  the 
others  being  as  follows :  Charlotte  Eller  and  Gleniries  Schroeder,  both 
of  whom  are  engaged  in  stenographic  work  at  Buffalo;  Alvin  William, 
who  is  associated  with  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Corporation.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Minerva  Kellar,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  two  children,  Alvin  W.,  Jr.  and 
Donald  Robert. 

Roland  H.  Tills  attended  the  grade  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  graduated 
from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  in  1922.  Having  determined  to  make 
the  legal  profession  his  life’s  work,  he  then  became  a  student  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  and  from  this  institution  received  the  degree  of  Bache- 
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lor  of  Laws  in  1927.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in 
1929,  and  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Cummings  since  1925.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  Tyrian 
Lodge,  No.  925,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  Is- 
mailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity.  His 
favorite  diversion  is  golf. 


ISADORE  MICHAEL 

Isadore  Michael,  one  of  the  respected  and  esteemed  pioneer  business 
men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  now  living  retired  in  Buffalo,  after  having 
been  successfully  engaged  in  business  pursuits  for  many  years.  He  was 
widely  known  during  the  latter  part  of  his  active  career  as  a  dealer  in 
business  properties.  His  personal  characteristics  are  such  as  won  for 
him  many  friends,  and  inspired  confidence  in  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  through  the  years. 

Mr.  Michael  was  born  in  New  York  city,  August  16,  1846,  a  son  of 
Morris  and  Louise  (Pinner)  Michael.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  came  to  the  United  States.  After 
his  arrival  at  New  York  city  he  worked  at  any  task  which  was  available, 
but  eventually  established  an  importing  business.  In  1841,  he  married 
Louise  Pinner  of  New  York  city,  and  in  May,  1850,  they  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  later  conducted  a  real  estate  business  until  he  retired  a  number 
of  years  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  in  his  seventy- 
ninth  year.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Emily  Michael  lived  until 
she  was  thirty. 

The  surviving  member  of  the  family  is  Isadore  Michael,  who  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo.  He  first  worked  for  the 
New  York  Central  Railroad  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Sidney  Shep¬ 
herd  &  Company,  now  known  as  the  Republic  Metalware  Company,  one 
of  the  old  firms  of  Buffalo.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  retired.  He  is  owner  of 
the  Cummer  Scale  Company,  manufacturers  of  all  types  of  counter  and 
mail  scales. 

Since  he  was  seven  years  old,  Isadore  Michael  has  attended  the  First 
Unitarian  Church  of  Buffalo,  in  the  work  of  which  he  has  ever  been  keenly 
interested,  holding  many  offices,  including  that  of  chairman  of  the  board 
and  treasurer  when  the  church  building  was  erected.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club.  The  Michael  residence  is  situated  at  625  Delaware  avenue. 

On  March  18,  1889,  Mr.  Michael  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Perry  Sweet, 
a  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Harriett  Sweet.  Mrs.  Michael  has  been  a 
participant  in  women’s  affairs  of  Buffalo  and  shares  the  reputable  posi¬ 
tion  occupied  by  her  husband  in  this  community.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  have  become  the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  a 
son.  Louise  is  a  graduate  of  Smith  College.  For  six  years  she  was  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Hickson  Company  of  Buffalo,  having  previously  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  advertising  service  business  in  this  city.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  For  several  seasons,  Miss  Michael  has 
promoted  various  musical  and  operatic  attractions  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
bringing  here  troupes  and  organizations  of  high  excellence  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  local  audiences,  and  she  occupies  a  high  place  in  musical 
circles  of  western  New  York. 

Sidney  M.  Michael  attended  the  grade  schools  of  Buffalo  and  Hutchin¬ 
son  high  school,  then  entered  Williams  College.  After  completing  his 
course  there,  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  went  into  partnership  with 
Robert  Barnard,  as  Michael  &  Barnard,  dealers  in  Kelly-Springfield  auto¬ 
mobile  tires.  When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  war,  he  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  this  business,  and  enlisted  in  the  marine  corps,  in  a 
machine  gun  battalion.  He  trained  at  Paris  Island  and  was  sent  overseas, 
where  he  engaged  in  active  service  on  various  sectors.  After  the 
armistice,  his  battalion  closed  the  port  of  Brest,  France,  and  he  returned 
to  American  shores  on  one  of  the  last  army  boats.  He  held  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  first  lieutenant.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  engaged  in  contracting 
for  some  time,  specializing  in  the  building  of  greenhouses.  He  next  took 
over  the  business  of  the  Tuffley  Universal  Burner,  of  which  he  owns  all 
the  patents,  and  maintains  offices  at  747  Ellicott  Square  building  in  Buffalo. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo, 
and  his  favorite  diversion  is  yachting. 

Frances  Michael  graduated  from  Smith  College  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Seymour  H.  Olmsted,  of  Winnetka,  Illinois,  who  is  identified  with  the 
General  Electric  Company,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  They 
have  two  children,  Ann  Seymour  and  Michael  Seymour  Olmsted. 


DANIEL  J.  MEAD 

Daniel  J.  Mead,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  substantial  families  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  the  president  of  the  firm  of  D.  J.  Mead  &  Sons, 
Inc.,  wholesale  paper  dealers  at  96  Urban  street  in  Buffalo.  He  is  known 
in  the  city  of  his  residence  as  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen, 
interested  in  all  worth-while  affairs  of  the  community,  and  as  one  who 
employs  the  most  ethical  and  honorable  methods  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business.  Born  at  Alden,  Erie  county,  New  York,  April  30,  1864,  he  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  J.  and  Frances  (Reinhardt)  Mead.  The  father  died  in 
1865,  when  only  thirty-three  years  of  age.  As  a  young  man  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  with  which  he  remained  until  his  death. 
His  wife,  who  was  Frances  Reinhardt,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came 
to  Buffalo  with  her  parents  when  she  was  eight  years  old,  the  family 
living  on  the  site  of  the  present  Erie  depot.  Her  death  occurred  in  1921, 
at  which  time  she  had  reached  her  eighty-eighth  year.  Daniel  J.  and 
Frances  Mead  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
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fancy.  Charles  P.,  who  died  July  4,  1930,  was  identified  with  the  wholesale 
paper  business  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and  married  Eva  Langknecht, 
now  living  at  Rochester,  and  by  whom  he  was  the  father  of  nine  children. 
Mary  Mead  is  the  wife  of  Mattice  Wagner,  a  dairyman  of  Alden,  New 
York,  and  they  have  nine  children. 

Daniel  J.  Mead  attended  the  public  schools  during  his  youth.  Early  in 
life,  however,  he  worked  in  a  country  store  at  Alden,  and  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age  started  in  the  grocery  business  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  in  which  he  remained  three  years.  After  selling  out,  he  was  in  the 
commission  business  for  three  years  at  Rochester  and  next  was  a  traveling 
salesman  for  a  Rochester  wholesale  grocery  firm  for  two  years.  In  1892 
he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  here  entered  the  wholesale  paper  business,  remain¬ 
ing  on  Landon  street  for  the  first  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  his 
present  address  at  96  Urban  street.  In  1926  he  established,  a  wholesale 
branch  at  580  Broadway,  and  does  jobbing  from  the  Urban  street  plant, 
while  for  ten  years  he  has  had  a  storage  building  on  Fillmore  street.  The 
Urban  street  warehouse  is  fifty-five  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  feet 
in  dimensions,  and  has  every  facility  for  the  rapid  handling  of  stock. 
Mr.  Mead  is  a  member  of  the  Fillmore  Avenue  Business  Men’s  Association, 
the  Holy  Name  Society,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  May  7,  1888,  Mr.  Mead  was  married  to  Mary  Leibig,  who  was  born 
in  Rochester,  New  York.  To  them,  eleven  children  have  been  born,  seven 
of  whom  are  living.  Walter  Mead  died  in  1929,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two. 
He  enlisted  for  the  World  war,  trained  at  Camp  Dix  and  Camp  Meade, 
and  was  in  active  service  in  France  for  eighteen  months.  Mary  Mead  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  Daniel  G.  Mead,  who  was  overseas  for  nine 
months  during  the  World  war,  is  a  member  of  the  Holy  Name  Society  and 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  Philip  J.  Mead  married  Bertha  Bohn  of 
Buffalo,  October  1,  1917,  and  they  have  a  son,  Daniel.  Philip  J.  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club. 
Arnold  B.  Mead  married  Genevieve  M.  Batt,  of  Buffalo,  on  October  3, 
1929.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Holy  Name 
Society,  and  the  Canisius  College  Alumni.  Gerald  Mead  is  a  Christian 
brother,  teaching  at  the  Christian  Brothers  Academy.  Josephine  and 
Cornelia  Mead  reside  at  home.  Robert  J.  Mead  is  a  member  of  the  Holy 
Name  Society  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  Two  other  children 
died  in  infancy.  The  Mead  family  residence  is  situated  at  893  Humboldt 
parkway,  Buffalo. 


NORMAN  D.  TILBURY 

The  experience  of  Norman  D.  Tilbury  in  manufacturing  affairs  has 
been  broad  and  diversified.  His  contact  with  a  number  of  manufacturing 
concerns  has  given  him  the  training  which,  coupled  with  his  natural  talent 
along  these  lines,  has  brought  him  outstanding  success  in  his  chosen  field. 
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He  is  now  district  sales  manager  for  the  Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company 
of  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  also  for  the  Griffin  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  the  former  company  being  engaged  in  the 
making  of  cold  drawn  steel  and  finished  steel  products,  and  the  latter  cold 
rolled  strip  steel.  Mr.  Tilbury’s  offices  are  situated  at  307  White  building 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  While  he  is  comparatively  a  newcomer  among  Buf¬ 
falo  citizens,  he  has  entered  into  the  civic  and  community  life  of  the  city 
with  an  enthusiasm  which  has  won  him  hosts  of  friends. 

Norman  D.  Tilbury  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  June  24,  1898,  a  son  of 
William  J.  and  Emily  (Bleeze)  Tilbury.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
William  James  and  Maria  (Shrub)  Tilbury,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  England,  the  former  born  at  Henley,  Oxfordshire,  May  8,  1808,  while 
the  latter  was  born  August  18,  1814,  and  died  in  April,  1882.  William  J. 
Tilbury,  the  father  of  Norman  D.  Tilbury,  was  born  October  9,  1853,  in 
Dundas,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  died  April  12,  1908,  at  Beaver  Falls,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  During  his  active  career  he  was  in  the  employ  of  various  manu¬ 
facturing  concerns,  being  at  one  time  foreman  in  a  scale  manufacturing 
plant.  He  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  while  his 
religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Emily  Bleeze,  who  was  born  in  London, 
England,  July  2,  1857,  and  who  survives  him,  residing  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Rebecca  Amelia 
(Bird)  Bleeze,  the  former  born  in  Croyden,  Surrey,  England,  in  March, 
1829,  and  the  latter  in  Greenwich,  England,  February  19,  1822.  William 
H.  Bleeze  passed  away  May  20,  1874,  being  long  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
died  January  9,  1916. 

The  public  school  education  of  Norman  D.  Tilbury  was  completed  by 
his  graduation  from  high  school  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  in  1917. 
He  then  became  associated  with  the  Standard  Gage  Steel  Company  of 
Beaver  Falls,  and  worked  in  the  production  department  of  this  concern 
for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  became  connected  with 
the  Koppel  Industrial  Car  &  Equipment  Company  at  Koppel,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  maintenance  expeditor,  which  position  he  retained  for  about 
three  years.  His  next  business  affiliation  was  with  the  Ingram-Richardson 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Beaver  Falls  as  invoice  clerk,  after  which  he 
joined  the  production  department  of  the  Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company 
at  Beaver  Falls.  In  December,  1924,  Mr.  Tilbury  came  to  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  became  associated  with  C.  T.  Neale,  who  represented  the 
Moltrup  Steel  Products  Company  and  the  Griffin  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  latter  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Fifteen  months  after  assuming  this 
position,  Mr.  Tilbury  became  district  sales  manager  for  both  of  the  last 
named  companies  and  so  continues. 

On  September  14,  1921,  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Tilbury 
was  married  to  Miss  Ethel  M.  McCandless,  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daughter  of  Marcus  W.  and  Mary  May  (Fox)  McCandless,  of  Jackson 
Stop,  Pennsylvania,  which  is  near  Beaver  Falls.  Her  father,  a  shoe  mer¬ 
chant,  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  13,  1867,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  27,  1869.  Mrs. 
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Tilbury  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Beaver  Falls  in  1917  and  then 
studied  music  at  Geneva  College.  By  her  marriage  she  has  one  daughter, 
Shirley  Ann,  born  July  11,  1927. 

Mr.  Tilbury  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  its  principles  most  conducive 
to  good  government.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  member  of  Beaver  Valley  Lodge,  No. 
478,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  consistory  at 
New  Castle,  Pennsylvania.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the  Audubon 
Village  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  and  he  finds  his 
greatest  relaxation  and  recreation  upon  the  golf  links. 


WILLIAM  BALD 

The  late  William  Bald,  of  Buffalo,  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  meat  market  business,  covering  a  period  of  almost  forty  years.  For 
twenty-nine  years  the  Lexington  Market,  at  the  corner  of  Ashland  and 
Lexington  avenues  was  one  of  the  best  known  places  of  business  in  that 
section  of  the  city,  and  although  he  accumulated  wealth  and  retired  to  a 
life  of  leisure  and  travel,  he  yet  found  it  agreeable  about  five  years  later, 
to  return  to  active  work.  He  was  an  honorable  merchant  in  every  respect, 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen  in  the  finest  sense  of  the  term.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Buffalo,  April  24,  1859,  his  parents  being  Nicholas  and  Kath¬ 
erine  Bald,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  childhood.  For  many  years  Nicholas  Bald  was  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  St.  Paul  streets  in  Buffalo. 

William  Bald  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
in  a  commercial  college.  He  then  entered  his  father’s  business.  About 
the  year  1891  he  decided  to  engage  in  business  for  himself  and  opened  a 
meat  market  at  the  corner  of  Ashland  and  Lexington  avenues,  which  he 
ably  conducted,  with  the  valuable  assistance  of  his  wife,  for  twenty-nine 
years.  Each  year  was  a  period  of  steady  development,  and  his  trade  grew 
to  large  proportions.  Eventually  he  decided  to  retire,  and  he  and  his  wife 
spent  several  years  in  travel,  but  the  attraction  of  business  proved  too 
strong.  In  1923,  therefore,  he  established  another  smaller  cash  and  carry 
store  on  Hodge  avenue  near  Elmwood,  and  this  he  conducted  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  10,  1929.  The  business  is  now  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Bald  and  her  nephew,  Charles  W.  Hensel,  and  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1931  under  the  name  of  Bald  Market,  Inc.,  with  Julia  M.  Bald 
as  president  and  Charles  W.  Hensel,  treasurer. 

Mr.  Bald  was  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  Lane  Golf  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  Club.  He  belonged  to 
the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  (Lutheran),  and  his  political  support  was 
accorded  the  republican  party. 

On  December  7,  1891,  Mr.  Bald  was  married  to  Julia  M.  Knobloch,  of 
Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Von  Jaster)  Knobloch,  natives 
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of  Germany.  The  father  was  engaged  in  the  brewing  business  in  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  Bald  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bald  there  was  born  one  child,  Julia  M.,  who  died 
in  early  childhood.  The  Bald  residence  is  at  165  Lexington  avenue. 


LAURENCE  DANA  RUMSEY 

Buffalo  sustained  the  loss  of  one  of  its  valued  native  sons  and  highly 
esteemed  citizens  in  the  passing  of  Laurence  Dana  Rumsey,  who  was  an 
active  factor  in  the  financial  and  social  life  of  the  city  for  many  years. 
Born  September  1,  1849,  he  was  a  son  of  Bronson  Case  and  Eveline 
(Hall)  Rumsey,  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Laurence  D.  Rumsey  received  his  early  education  in  the  Briggs  Classi¬ 
cal  School,  which  was  sponsored  by  his  father  and  conducted  by  Professor 
Horace  Briggs  on  the  Rumsey  estate.  Afterward  Mr.  Rumsey  was  a 
student  at  Harvard  College,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1872,  and  then 
became  connected  with  the  tannery  business  of  A.  Rumsey  &  Sons,  at 
that  time  one  of  Buffalo’s  largest  industries,  of  which  his  father  was  a 
partner.  There  he  continued  until  1893,  when  the  business  was  sold  to  the 
United  States  Leather  Company.  Mr.  Rumsey  then  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  administration  of  the  large  estate  of  his  father,  which  he  continued 
until  his  death.  He  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  vice  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Buffalo  and  was  also  a  director  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank. 

In  1876  Mr.  Rumsey  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Jennie  Cary,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Walter  and  Julia  (Love)  Cary,  whose  home  was  located 
at  184  Delaware  avenue.  Dr.  Cary  was  born  in  Batavia,  New  York,  but 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Buffalo.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  C.  and  Maria  (Maltby)  Love,  members  of  families  that  were 
established  in  Buffalo  at  a  very  early  period  in  its  settlement.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rumsey  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  Evelyn,  the 
eldest,  completed  her  education  at  Miss  Porter’s  School  of  Farmington, 
Connecticut.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Lord,  rector  of 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  at  Buffalo.  Charles  Cary,  who  was  graduated 
from  Harvard  University  and  then  went  abroad,  spent  four  years  in 
Paris,  where  he  studied  the  art  of  sculpture.  During  the  World  war  he 
went  overseas  with  the  Seventy-seventh  Division,  serving  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  enjoyed  outdoor  sports  and  was  an  expert  polo  player.  His 
death  occurred  in  1922.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Harriman,  of  New  York, 
and  they  had  a  family  of  three  children:  Charles  Cary,  Jr.,  Mary  Harri¬ 
man  and  Bronson  Harriman.  Gertrude,  who  supplemented  her  instruction 
in  the  Buffalo  Seminary  by  study  in  France,  married  Carlton  M.  Smith,  of 
Buffalo,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Gertrude,  Grace  and  James 
Russell  Smith.  Grace  Rumsey  attended  private  schools  of  Buffalo,  con¬ 
tinuing  her  education  in  Boston  and  abroad.  She  is  now  Mrs.  Charles 
W.  Goodyear,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  four  children:  Charles  Waterhouse, 
Jane,  Laurence  Rumsey  and  Austin  Goodyear.  Laurence  Rumsey,  who 
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completes  the  family,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  1908. 
Going  abroad  in  1914,  he  joined  the  French  Ambulance  Corps  and  after¬ 
ward  served  with  the  famous  Lafayette  Escadrille  until  his  country 
entered  the  World  war  in  1917,  when  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  the 
United  States  Field  Artillery. 

Laurence  D.  Rumsey  was  a  republican  in  politics  but  supported  Grover 
Cleveland  in  his  campaign  for  the  presidency  and  aided  in  his  election  as 
a  member  of  an  organization  known  as  the  “Sweet  Sixteens.”  He  was 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  and  organized  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
becoming  its  president,  also  aided  in  forming  the  Polo  Club  and  belonged 
to  a  team  that  made  Buffalo  notable  in  the  game.  He  also  belonged  to  the 
University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Park.  Club,  the  University 
Club  of  New  York  and  the  Boone  and  Crockett  Club  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Rumsey  at  one  time  served  as  a  member  of  the  governor’s  staff  with  the 
rank  of  major.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian  and  affiliated 
with  Trinity  Church.  He  combined  in  an  unusual  degree  social  charms 
with  the  ability  and  forcefulness  of  the  successful  business  executive,  and 
his  fine  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  won  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  wrho  deeply  regretted  his  passing  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1917,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Rumsey 
occupies  the  old  Rumsey  home  at  330  Delaware  avenue.  She  has  long 
been  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  is  also  identified  with  the 
Buffalo  Museum,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Park  Club  and  the 
Niagara  Falls  Country  Club. 


NATHAN  OPPENHEIMER,  Jr. 

Nathan  Oppenheimer,  Jr.,  who  is  associated  with  the  bond  department 
of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  is  of  the  third  generation  of 
his  family  in  this  city.  The  Oppenheimers  have  been  prominent  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  social  affairs  of  Buffalo  since  Civil  war  days,  and  the  firm  of 
Oppenheimer  &  Company,  dealers  in  paper  mill  supplies,  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  established  business  enterprises  of  the  city,  and  one  of  the  most 
reputable.  Nathan  Oppenheimer,  Jr.  has  carried  on  the  proud  traditions 
of  his  forebears,  and  is  in  every  way  representative  of  the  leading  younger 
citizens  here. 

The  birth  of  Nathan  Oppenheimer,  Jr.  occurred  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  June  19,  1898,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Rose  (Oppenheimer) 
Oppenheimer.  The  grandparents  on  the  paternal  side,  were  Abraham 
and  Jeanette  (Loeb)  Oppenheimer.  Abraham  Oppenheimer  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  when  a  small  boy  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who 
first  settled  at  Nunda,  New  York,  and  some  years  later  in  Buffalo.  He 
was  the  founder  of  the  present  business  of  Oppenheimer  &  Company; 
he  was  a  captain  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war;  and  was 
prominent  in  Masonry,  having  been  grand  master  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He  died  at  Buffalo,  as  did  his 
wife,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  York.  Nathan  Oppenheimer,  Sr.,  was 
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born  at  Nunda,  New  York,  June  13,  1867,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Oppenheimer  &  Company.  He  is  a 
republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  of  this  city.  During 
the  World  war,  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  the  organization  of  the  Reclamation  Bureau,  but  the  project  was  aban¬ 
doned  on  account  of  the  close  of  hostilities.  His  wife,  Rose  Oppenheimer, 
was  born  in  New  York  city,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Johanna  (Heil) 
Oppenheimer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  having  been  a  merchant 
of  New  York  city. 

Nathan  Oppenheimer,  Jr.  graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  of 
Buffalo  with  the  class  of  1916.  He  was  then  associated  with  Oppenheimer 
&  Company,  in  the  clerical  department,  for  one  year,  but  his  work  here 
was  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States.  In  1918  he  entered  training  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  and 
was  transferred  overseas  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Trench  Mortar  Battery.  In  France,  he  served  on  three  different  sectors, 
and  also  accompanied  the  Army  of  Occupation  into  Germany  after  the 
signing  of  the  armistice.  He  remained  abroad  for  over  a  year,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  his  own  country,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Upton, 
in  May,  1919.  Reentering  the  employ  of  Oppenheimer  &  Company,  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  office  until  about  September  1,  1927,  when  he  became 
associated  with  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  in  the  bond  depart¬ 
ment  of  which  organization  he  is  still  retained.  Mr.  Oppenheimer  is  a 
republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Beth  Zion  Congregation.  He  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Club,  Lake  Shore  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club, 
and  the  American  Legion,  of  which  organization  he  is  past  vice  com¬ 
mander. 

Mr.  Oppenheimer  was  married  in  Buffalo,  April  28,  1921,  to  Miss 
Helena  Shire,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  daughter  of  Moses  and  Helena 
(Waterman)  Shire,  the  father  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Oppenheimer  grad¬ 
uated  at  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Temple  Beth  Zion, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oppenheimer  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Ann,  born 
October  21,  1924. 


EDWIN  G.  ZIEGLER 

Edwin  G.  Ziegler,  who  is  the  recorder  of  Ismailia  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  has 
been  most  favorably  known  in  business  affairs  of  this  city  for  many  years, 
and  has  made  hosts  of  friends  wherever  he  has  contacted.  He  has  also 
had  a  long  and  distinguished  career  in  the  military  service  of  both  the 
state  and  nation,  and  is  intensely  interested  in  all  things  pertaining  to 
the  army  and  to  the  veterans  of  the  wars  and  their  associations. 

Mr.  Ziegler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  17,  1885,  a  son  of  the  late 
Andrew  and  Jennie  Henrietta  (Mather)  Ziegler.  The  father  who  was 
born  in  Buffalo  and  died  in  this  city  in  1890,  was  a  dry  goods  merchant.  In 
politics  he  was  a  stanch  republican,  and  served  as  a  committeeman,  and 
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he  was  a  member  of  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  trustee.  His  wife  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
September  6,  1923,  when  seventy-one  years  of  age.  Andrew  Ziegler  was 
a  son  of  John  Ziegler,  who  was  born  and  died  in  Buffalo. 

Edwin  G.  Ziegler  graduated  from  public  school  No.  14,  and  in  1902 
from  the  Central  high  school.  He  then  took  a  course  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College,  after  which  he  became  an  employee  of  the 
Anchor  Line  Steamship  Company,  serving  as  office  boy  for.  a  period  of 
eighteen  months.  He  was  then  a  salesman  for  the  dry  goods  firm  of  Adam, 
Meldrum  &  Anderson  for  three  years  and  his  next  position  was  with  the 
millinery  firm  of  Gerber,  Nott  &  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years,  having  charge  of  the  city  salesmen.  During  his  employ¬ 
ment  with  Gerber,  Nott  &  Company,  Mr.  Ziegler  was  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  firm.  On  January  28,  1928,  he  became  recorder  of  the  Ismailia 
Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  now  holds  this  position,  with  offices  at 
the  Shrine  headquarters,  in  Hotel  Statler. 

The  military  career  of  Mr.  Ziegler  began  December  1,  1901,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Infantry,  New  York  National  Guard.  He 
was  then  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  June,  1904,  he  became  a  corporal;  in 
1905  was  promoted  to  sergeant;  in  1906  to  first  sergeant;  in  1906  to 
second  lieutenant  and  to  first  lieutenant;  and  in  the  latter  rank  he 
remained  until  1916.  When  trouble  brewed  upon  the  Mexican  border,  Mr. 
Ziegler  was  sent  to  that  zone  as  a  battalion  adjutant,  and  in  August,  1916, 
while  there,  he  was  assigned  as  aide  to  General  Wilson.  He  remained  on 
the  border  for  nine  months,  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  February  28,  1917.  On  March  23,  1917,  he 
was  mustered  into  the  Federal  service  as  a  first  lieutenant,  was  with  the 
Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  in  Buffalo,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  assigned 
to  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  and  promoted 
to  a  captaincy  April  1,  1918.  He  sailed  for  France  on  May  15th  following, 
landed  at  the  port  of  Brest,  and  was  reassigned  to  the  operation  and 
intelligence  office  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Infantry,  Twenty- 
seventh  Division,  in  which  capacity  he  served  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  World  war.  He  was  overseas  about  fourteen  months,  and  while 
in  France  served  with  four  British  Armies,  which  were  commanded  by 
General  Sir  Herbert  C.  O.  Plumer,  General  Sir  Douglas  Haig,  General 
Sir  Henry  S.  Rawlinson,  and  General  Sir  Julian  H.  G.  Byng.  Capt. 
Ziegler  engaged  in  the  sanguinary  Somme  offensive,  the  Ypres  offensive, 
the  Somme  defensive,  the  attack  on  the  Hindenburg  line,  and  the  Albert 
offensive.  On  September  29,  1918,  during  the  big  push  against  the 
Hindenburg  line,  he  was  severely  gassed.  While  in  active  service,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  the  United  States  Liberty  Loan  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  United  States  War  Savings  Committee.  He  was  mustered 
out  with  the  rank  of  captain,  March  31,  1919. 

At  the  present,  Mr.  Ziegler  is  major  executive  officer  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Infantry  Brigade,  New  York  National  Guard,  and  is  very  active 
in  the  military  service  of  the  state.  He  is  a  member  and  past  commander 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


603 


of  Semper  Fidelis  Post,  No.  356,  American  Legion,  also  past  commander 
of  the  American  Legion  of  Erie  County,  and  is  a  past  vice  commander  of 
the  New  York  State  organization  of  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  United  States  Marine  Post,  No.  73,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars;  a 
member  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Division  Association  of  the  World  War; 
and  a  life  member  of  the  Veterans  Association  of  the  Seventy-fourth 
Infantry,  New  York  National  Guard. 

Mr.  Ziegler  is  a  member  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery, 
No.  30,  K.  T. ;  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Temple. 

A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S. ;  Zuleika  Grotto,  M.  0.  V.  P.  E.  R. ;  and  Buffalo  Court, 
No.  22,  Royal  Order  of  Jesters.  He  is  a  member  and  was  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  39,  of  the  National  Sojourners.  Mr.  Ziegler 
belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  gives  his  support  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party  and  is  a  member  of  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church.  Horse¬ 
back  riding  and  golf  are  his  favorite  diversions,  but  his  main  interest 
aside  from  his  business  duties  is  in  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Ziegler  was  married  November  25,  1909,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Lou 

B.  Oatman,  a  native  of  Angola,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  David  C.  and 
Arietta  Oatman,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Ziegler  graduated  from 
public  school  No.  36  at  Buffalo,  and  from  Masten  Park  high  school.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 


JOSEPH  ADLER 

Joseph  Adler,  who  is  president  of  the  firm  of  Whitney’s,  Incorporated, 
owning  one  of  the  most  exclusive  of  the  women’s  gown  shops  in  Buffalo, 
situated  at  724  Main  street,  is  numbered  among  the  enterprising  young 
business  men  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  his  birth 
having  occurred  here  December  5,  1896,  his  parents  being  Herman  and 
the  late  Sarah  (Laufer)  Adler. 

Herman  Adler,  of  Jewish  extraction,  was  born  in  Austria-Hungary  in 
1872,  and  in  1896  came  to  the  United  States.  For  a  short  time  after  his 
arrival  he  engaged  in  the  direct  selling  of  household  articles,  then 
organized  an  employment  agency  for  the  particular  purpose  of  serving  the 
Jewish  emigrants  who  came  to  this  country.  Subsequently  he  established 
a  women’s  wear  business  at  Buffalo,  which  he  developed  to  large  propor¬ 
tions,  and  after  a  successful  career  he  retired  to  private  life.  He  now 
resides  at  Buffalo.  Prior  to  his  departure  from  Austria-Hungary  for 
America,  Herman  Adler  was  married  to  Sarah  Laufer,  also  a  native  of 
that  country.  Mrs.  Adler  was  endowed  with  a  wonderful  capacity  for 
business,  and  from  the  time  of  their  marriage  until  her  death  in  1927,  she 
took  a  vital  and  active  part  in  the  planning  and  development  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  varied  business  interests.  In  the  employment  agency,  she  took 
virtual  charge  of  affairs,  and  later  in  the  women’s  wear  business  her 
judgment  and  initiative  were  controlling  factors.  To  her  family  and  to 
her  business  she  devoted  her  extraordinarily  useful  life,  and  the  success 
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which  is  associated  with  the  name  of  Adler  in  Buffalo  is  greatly  attribut¬ 
able  to  her  sane,  practical  advice  and  encouragement. 

Joseph  Adler  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  55  and  the  Masten 
Park  high  school  of  Buffalo.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  June,  1918,  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  that 
institution.  Soon  after  his  graduation,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  and  served  therein  until  his  discharge  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  Station,  February  9,  1919.  Following  his  release  from  the 
service,  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  business  with  his  father 
as  H.  Adler  &  Company  at  1000  Broadway,  thus  continuing  until  Septem¬ 
ber,  1922,  when  he  organized  the  firm  of  Whitney’s,  Incorporated,  at  the 
present  address,  724  Main  street.  He  is  president  of  the  corporation, 
and  has  been  in  personal  charge  of  the  business  since  its  inception. 
Whitney’s,  Incorporated,  is  a  high  grade  shop  dealing  in  women’s  gowns, 
and  enjoys  a  splendid  reputation  throughout  the  trade. 

Mr.  Adler’s  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Beth 
Zion  Congregation,  and  his  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party. 
He  was  marred  May  16,  1922,  to  Miss  Rose  Sillman,  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Joyce  Ethel  and  Susan  Jane. 
The  family  residence  is  at  84  Denham  street,  Buffalo. 


FRED  W.  KORFF 

In  the  electrical  business  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  in  the  actual  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  uses  of  electricity,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  participants 
was  the  late  Fred  W.  Korff,  of  Lockport,  New  York,  whose  death  occurred 
October  29,  1927.  In  electricity,  Mr.  Korff  was  a  man  of  notable  creative 
talents,  and  he  employed  these  qualifications  with  significant  effect  on  the 
growth  of  the  trade  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Few  men  among  his  pro¬ 
fessional  contemporaries  approached  him  in  ability  and  understanding  of 
electricity,  and  he  left  a  permanent  impress  on  the  industry  by  his  achieve¬ 
ments. 

Mr.  Korff  was  a  native  of  Lockport,  his  birth  having  occurred  June 
11,  1870,  and  he  was  a  son  of  Fred  and  Fredericka  (Krueger)  Korff,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  the.  United  States  when 
they  were  young,  settling  at  Lockport,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the 
tailoring  business. 

Fred  W.  Korff  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lock- 
port,  but  left  his  classes  when  young  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  was  employed  by  the  West  Machine  Shop,  and 
about  1895  he  entered  the  bicycle  business  for  himself,  first  at  66  Market 
street  in  Lockport.  Early  in  his  business  career,  he  became  intensely 
interested  in  electricity,  and  began  the  study  of  it  during  his  leisure  hours. 
He  built  the  first  electric  dynamo  in  Lockport,  and  used  much  of  his  time 
in  perfecting  other  inventions  in  this  field.  He  finally  became  so  interested 
that  he  relinquished  the  bicycle  business  in  favor  of  electricity,  and  formed 
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the  F.  W.  Korff  Electric  Company,  contractors  and  dealers  in  electrical 
supplies,  located  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Chestnut  streets,  in  a  build¬ 
ing  which  he  erected.  His  work  early  won  recognition  at  the  time  of  the 
breakdown  of  the  old  Lockport  Journal,  when  he  harnessed  his  electric 
dynamo  to  the  press,  which  had  previously  been  operated  by  water  power. 
This  was  the  first  practical  demonstration  of  electric  power  in  Lockport. 
He  made  an  outstanding  success  of  his  business,  which  he  continued  until 
the  date  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Korff  was  a  well  known  sportsman,  and  belonged  to  the  Niagara 
County  Anglers  and  the  Lockport  Rod  and  Gun  Club.  He  held  member¬ 
ship  in  Constellation  Lodge,  No.  184,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
the  Niagara  Union  Encampment;  Lockport  Lodge,  No.  41,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was 
a  charter  member  and  a  director  of  the  Falls  Equipment  Company  and  a 
member  of  the  Electric  League  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  His  political 
support  was  accorded  the  republican  party,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

On  June  20,  1891,  Mr.  Korff  was  united  in  marriage  to  Augusta  Maass, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Wilhelmina  (Mante)  Maass,  of  Wolcottsville, 
New  York,  both  of  whom  were  of  German  nativity.  Mrs.  Korff  is  likewise 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  her  wide  activities  in  the  church 
are  partially  indicated  by  her  position  as  treasurer  of  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  of  this  congregation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Korff  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  a  son.  Edith  R.,  who  was  born  in  Lockport,  was  educated  in  the 
grade  and  high  schools  of  this  city  and  is  now  associated  with  the  F.  W. 
Korff  Electric  Company.  Elsie  L.,  born  and  educated  in  Lockport,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Samuel  0.  Miner,  of  Lockport,  and  by  this  marriage  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Kenneth  Frederick  and  Donald  Ray.  Raymond 
F.  Korff,  born  in  Lockport,  May  21,  1896,  attended  the  grade  and  high 
schools  and  is  now  general  manager  of  his  father’s  business,  into  which 
he  entered  before  his  father’s  death.  Politically  he  is  a  republican  and 
fraternally  is  affiliated  with  Constellation  Lodge,  No.  184,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  treasurer.  Raymond  F.  Korff  was 
married  in  September,  1919,  to  Nina  F.  Lester,  of  Lockport,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Robert  William,  Ralph  Lester  and  David  Raymond.  Mrs. 
Fred  W.  Korff,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Korff  of  this  review,  resides  at  124  East 
avenue  in  Lockport. 


GEORGE  A.  PRAY 

For  over  a  half  century,  George  A.  Pray  has  been  engaged  in  railroad 
work,  and  since  1885  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad,  for  which  he  is  now  freight  agent  at  the  Carroll  street  and  Mich¬ 
igan  avenue  station  in  Buffalo.  To  have  remained  a  trusted  employee  in 
a  highly  responsible  position  is  adequate  proof  of  the  ability  and  value 
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of  Mr.  Pray  in  his  chosen  occupation.  He  holds  an  honored  place  in  the 
ranks  of  veteran  railroad  men  in  New  York  state,  and  he  is  likewise  uni¬ 
versally  esteemed  as  a  citizen  of  Buffalo. 

George  A.  Pray  was  born  at  St.  Lambert,  province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
March  14,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  James  A.  and  Alice  R.  (Barker) 
Pray.  His  father,  who  was  a  locomotive  engineer  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad,  was  born  at  Sandwich,  New  Hampshire,  and  died  at  Haverstraw, 
New  York,  in  1917.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  born  at  Newry,  Maine,  and  died  at 
Rouses  Point,  New  York,  in  1919. 

George  A.  Pray  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Rouses 
Point,  New  York;  in  an  academy  at  Lacolle,  Quebec;  and  at  Cooticoke, 
Quebec.  Having  completed  his  schooling,  he  became  connected  with  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad  as  a  clerk  at  St.  Johns,  Quebec,  where  he  remained 
from  1879  to  1880,  then  went  to  Brockville,  Ontario,  where  he  was  a  clerk 
for  over  a  year,  following  which  he  was  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  about  a  year 
as  assistant  cashier  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad.  Next  he  became  relief 
clerk  at  Chaudiere  Junction,  Quebec,  near  the  city  of  Quebec,  and  four 
months  later  was  transferred  to  Rouses  Point,  New  York,  as  chief  clerk 
and  cashier.  After  two  years  he  resigned  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
New  York,  West  Shore  &  Buffalo  Railroad,  which  afterward  became  the 
West  Shore  Railroad,  and  then  was  leased  to  the  New  York  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  for  which  road  Mr.  Pray  became  a  clerk  July  6,  1885,  at  Rotterdam 
Junction,  New  York.  In  1887,  he  was  appointed  freight  agent  there,  and 
in  1891  was  transferred  to  Buffalo  as  agent  at  the  Buffalo  and  East  Buf¬ 
falo  stations.  In  1898  he  was  transferred  to  the  agency  at  Weehawken, 
New  Jersey.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  general  agent,  and  had  jurisdiction 
over  all  freight  stations  in  the  territory  of  New  York  city.  In  1909  he 
was  appointed  chief  clerk  in  the  general  freight  office  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  at  the  Grand  Central  Terminal  at  New  York  city.  Three 
years  later,  in  1912,  he  returned  to  Buffalo  as  freight  agent  at  the  Ohio 
street  station.  In  1914  he  came  to  his  present  office  at  Carroll  street  and 
Michigan  avenue,  this  station  in  the  meantime  having  absorbed  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  street  station  and  the  East  Buffalo  station.  Mr.  Pray  is  a  member  of 
the  Central  Railroad  Club,  the  New  York  Central  Athletic  Association, 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Stony  Point  Lodge,  No.  313,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Haverstraw,  New  York.  During  the  war  period  of  1917-1918, 
he  was  patriotically  active  in  all  the  Red  Cross  and  Liberty  Loan  drives 
among  the  railroad  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  is  a  member  and 
a  director  of  the  Union  Terminal  branch  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  and  is  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Gardenville  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Buffalo,  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  Bowling  and  motoring 
are  his  favorite  recreations  in  a  busy  life. 

At  Plattsburg,  New  York,  April  24,  1889,  Mr.  Pray  was  married  to 
Mary  Frances  Ripley,  a  native  of  Keeseville,  New  York,  and  a  daughter 
of  George  B.  and  Marion  (Obrest)  Ripley,  who  are  now  deceased.  George 
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B.  Ripley,  who  was  an  accountant,  was  born  at  Chambly,  Quebec,  and  died 
at  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  His  wife  was  born  in  northern  New  York,  and 
died  at  Lowell  also.  Mrs.  Pray  was  educated  in  the  Plattsburg  Academy 
and  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  New  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pray  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Alfred  Brook,  a  graduate  of  Haverstraw 
Academy,  and  now  associated  with  the  treasurer’s  office  of  Borden  &  Com¬ 
pany  at  New  York  city,  married  Jennie  Brown  of  Haverstraw,  New  York, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Alfred  Brook,  Jr. ;  Clarence  Edwin,  a  graduate  of 
Haverstraw  Academy,  is  a  bond  broker  of  Buffalo;  James  A.,  a  graduate 
of  Haverstraw  Academy  and  a  former  student  of  Syracuse  University, 
now  in  the  personnel  department  of  the  DuPont-Rayon  Company  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  married  Isabelle  C.  King,  of  Lake  Forest,  Illinois;  Marion  Frances, 
who  lives  with  her  parents,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Normal  School, 
and  of  Syracuse  University,  in  which  institution  she  took  an  administra¬ 
tion  course.  The  Pray  family  residence  is  at  328  Bedford  avenue,  Buffalo. 


I 

REV.  MELANCTHON  CLEVELAND  HYDE,  D.  D. 

As  one  of  Buffalo’s  pioneer  ministers,  the  Rev.  Melancthon  Cleveland 
Hyde  was  a  potent  force  for  spiritual  growth  and  moral  progress  in  this 
city  during  the  formative  period  in  its  history  and  although  many  years 
have  elapsed  since  his  death,  his  memory  is  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  him.  Born  in  New  York  city  in  1838,  he  was  a  son  of  Simeon 
and  Catharine  (Cleveland)  Hyde,  the  latter  a  cousin  of  President  Grover 
Cleveland,  and  both  represented  outstanding  families  of  their  day.  The 
Hydes  acquired  wealth  through  judicious  investments  in  real  estate  and  at 
one  time  owned  vast  tracts  of  land  in  Illinois,  where  the  city  of  Chicago 
now  stands,  Hyde  Park  being  named  for  this  family.  Sixteen  children 
were  born  to  Simeon  and  Catharine  (Cleveland)  Hyde  and  one  of  their 
daughters  became  the  wife  of  Bishop  Cox,  of  Buffalo. 

Rev.  Melancthon  C.  Hyde  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  and  following  his  graduation  from  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  he  entered  the  banking  business,  acquiring  a  seat 
on  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange.  However,  he  felt  that  this  was  not 
the  line  of  work  for  which  he  was  best  fitted  and  withdrew  from  finan¬ 
cial  affairs,  becoming  pastor  of  a  church  in  Stonington,  Connecticut.  Up¬ 
on  the  request  of  Bishop  Cox  he  came  to  Buffalo  in  1876  as  assistant 
minister  of  Christ  Church,  now  called  Trinity  Church,  and  acted  in  that 
capacity  for  about  three  years.  He  then  started  a  small  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Mission  over  a  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Utica  streets  and 
from  this  was  subsequently  developed  All  Saints'  Church.  At  first  his 
flock  comprised  only  a  few  families  but  his  eloquence  and  power  to  quicken 
the  souls  of  men  soon  drew  others  to  the  services  and  through  his  hard 
work  the  little  mission  grew  to  a  church  with  a  large  membership. 
In  1891  he  tendered  his  resignation  as  rector  of  All  Saints,  having  accepted 
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a  call  to  Warsaw,  New  York,  and  labored  in  that  vineyard  until  his  death 
in  1899,  accomplishing  much  good. 

In  1873  Dr.  Hyde  was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stouten- 
burgh,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Elizabeth  (Youngs)  Stoutenburgh,  both 
members  of  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  state.  The  father  was  at 
one  time  treasurer  of  the  old  Dutch  Colony  of  New  York.  His  home, 
located  at  Nassau  and  Broadway,  New  York  city,  was  noted  for  its  won¬ 
derful  tulip  garden.  His  property  holdings  were  extensive  and  included 
large  tracts  of  land  on  what  was  known  as  Hog  island  in  the  early  days 
but  is  now  called  Center  island.  This  land,  which  was  originally  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Indians  for  three  bulls  and  a  few  sacks  of  wheat,  is  now 
owned  by  about  twenty-five  millionaires,  who  have  here  established  an 
exclusive  summer  resort.  Mrs.  Hyde’s  mother  belonged  to  one  of  the 
colonial  families  of  New  York.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  General 
Washington  was  quartered  for  a  time  at  the  home  of  her  grandfather, 
Squire  Youngs.  The  cemetery  at  Oyster  Bay,  where  President  Roosevelt 
was  laid  to  rest,  was  originally  in  possession  of  the  Youngs  family  and 
was  given  to  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  a  burying  ground,  a  portion  of 
this  tract  afterward  being  sold  to  the  Roosevelt  family  for  a  private  place 
of  burial. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hyde.  The  eldest,  Edna  Cleve¬ 
land,  who  attended  St.  Margaret’s  school  in  Buffalo,  afterward  took  a 
course  in  Kindergarten  work  and  taught  for  ten  years  at  Watson  House. 
She  is  now  social  secretary  to  Mrs.  Harry  Yate,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  active  in 
the  work  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  its  various  socie¬ 
ties.  Dr.  Clarence  Ludlam  Hyde,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1879,  attended  school 
No.  16  and  the  Warsaw  high  school,  afterward  winning  the  M.  D.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Michigan.  For  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  also  connected  with  the 
city  health  department.  Later  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Perryville 
Hospital  for  seven  years,  being  one  of  the  first  physicians  to  introduce  the 
sun  treatment  while  there  stationed,  and  he  is  now  superintendent  of 
Springfield  Sanitarium  at  Akron,  Ohio.  In  1910  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Baca  Chisholm,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  twins, 
Cleveland  Chisholm  and  Elizabeth  Margaret.  Ernest  Porter,  Alexander 
A.  and  Alfred  Lee  Hyde  are  deceased,  the  last  named,  a  graduate  of  the 
Masten  high  school,  passing  away  in  1900.  The  youngest  son,  Kenneth 
Cleveland  Hyde,  was  graduated  from  that  high  school  and  also  from  Ho¬ 
bart  College,  after  which  he  studied  for  the  ministry  at  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  New  York,  but  left  that  institution  when  America  became 
involved  in  the  World  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment 
of  United  States  Infantry  but  this  was  not  his  first  military  experience, 
for  he  had  served  on  the  Mexican  border  in  1916.  While  in  training  at 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  he  became  ill  with  influenza  and  died  in 
1918,  soon  after  he  was  sent  home  to  recuperate. 

During  the  Civil  war  Dr.  Hyde  served  with  a  New  York  regiment  and 
participated  in  a  number  of  important  battles,  sustaining  slight  injuries. 
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When  he  entered  the  ministry  he  gave  his  whole  heart  to  the  work  and  his 
courage  at  all  times  awakened  admiration  and  respect,  for  he  was  a  man 
of  broad  sympathies  and  high  ideals,  imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of 
Christianity.  Mrs.  Hyde  and  her  daughter,  Miss  Edna  Cleveland  Hyde, 
reside  at  329  Norwood  avenue,  Buffalo.  The  mother  has  attained  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-five  years  and  is  one  of  the  venerable  members  of  St.  John’s 
Church.  As  one  of  the  pioneer  women  of  the  state  she  has  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  her  many  admirable  traits  of  character  have  made  her  greatly 
beloved. 


FRED  A.  BRADLEY 

Fred  A.  Bradley  has  long  been  prominent  and  influential  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Buffalo  and  Erie  county  and  is  now  rendering  able  and  satis¬ 
factory  service  as  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  for  this  port. 
He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  11,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Harry  and 
Louise  (Denwick)  Bradley.  His  father  was  a  native  of  London,  England, 
and  came  to  Buffalo  about  fifty  years  ago.  For  many  years  he  was  a  well 
known  plumbing  contractor  of  this  city.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  survive. 

Fred  A.  Bradley  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public  schools 
and  on  laying  aside  his  text  books  learned  the  plumbing  trade.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  went  into  business  on  his  own  account,  forming  the  firm  of 
F.  A.  Bradley  &  Company,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  that  business 
successfully.  He  entered  politics  as  a  precinct  committeeman  of  the 
republican  party,  and  later  served  for  six  years  as  a  supervisor.  In  1917 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county  on  the  republican  ticket  and  admin¬ 
istered  the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  manner  that  won  for  him  the  general 
commendation  of  the  public.  At  that  troublous  period  of  the  World  war, 
many  vexatious  problems  confronted  him,  one  of  which  was  the  proper 
policing  of  the  district  affected  by  the  Lackawanna  strike,  a  condition 
which  he  handled  tactfully  and  successfully.  He  was  also  called  upon  to 
handle  many  cases  of  disloyalists,  agitators  and  disturbers,  through  all 
of  which  he  maintained  a  firm  hand  on  the  situation,  which  he  controlled 
at  all  times. 

Following  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  sheriff,  Mr.  Bradley  became 
a  recognized  leader  in  his  party’s  councils,  and  in  1920  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  republican  county  committee,  in  which  position  he  has  served 
to  the  present  time.  Under  his  guidance  the  republican  party  has  been 
uniformly  successful,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  sponsors  of  the 
candidacy  of  Mr.  Roesch  for  mayor,  contributing  materially  to  his  election. 
To  further  the  interests  of  his  party,  he,  with  others,  founded  a  party 
organ,  a  weekly  paper,  called  the  Erie  County  Republican,  which  has  been 
a  forceful  factor  in  local  political  affairs.  In  1926  Mr.  Bradley  was  ap¬ 
pointed  United  States  collector  of  customs,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still 
serving. 
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Mr.  Bradley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle  Brennan,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  a  daughter,  Florence.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  has  stood  consistently  for  sound  and  loyal  American¬ 
ism,  advocating  those  things  which  contribute  to  the  material,  civic  and 
moral  welfare  of  the  people,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  and  progressive  citizens  of  his  community. 


FRANKLIN  D.  L.  STOWE 

For  three  decades,  Franklin  D.  L.  Stowe,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
attorneys  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  has  practiced  his  profession  with  distinc¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Dudley,  Stowe  &  Sawyer,  with 
offices  at  620  M.  &  T.  Trust  building,  which  firm  is  composed  of  Joseph 
G.  Dudley,  Mr.  Stowe,  Ansley  W.  Sawyer,  Walter  C.  Lindsay,  William  J. 
O’Connor  and  Roy  P.  Ohlin.  Mr.  Stowe’s  firm  engages  in  the  general 
practice  of  the  law,  specializing  in  corporation,  trial  work,  estates,  trusts 
and  other  branches  of  the  law.  Mr.  Stowe  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
New  York  state  in  1901,  and  is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association,  also  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 

On  June  28,  1916,  Mr.  Stowe  was  married  to  Barbara  Bleistein,  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  the  daughter  of  the  late  George  Bleistein  and  Elizabeth 
(Wells)  Bleistein.  Mrs.  Stowe  completed  her  education  at  the  Spencer 
School,  New  York  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowe  have  two  daughters,  Bar¬ 
bara  and  Deborah. 

Mr.  Stowe  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club, 
a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  the  Johnson  Society 
of  Lichfield,  England,  and  a  member  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Hunt  Club  at 
Geneseo  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowe  both  hunt  during  the  season. 


S.  JAMES  NAPLES 

S.  James  Naples,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Commercial  Trust 
Company  of  Buffalo,  had  a  wide  experience  in  journalism  and  in  depart¬ 
ments  of  public  service  prior  to  assuming  his  present  position.  He  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  April  15,  1899,  a  son  of  James  and  Philomina  (Caputi) 
Naples.  The  father  was  born  at  San  Fele,  Italy,  February  15,  1873, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  March  28,  1908.  In  early  life  he  was  a  court  inter¬ 
preter,  later  a  general  contractor,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Buffalo,  where  he  also  had  extensive 
real  estate  holdings.  He  was  a  communicant  of  St.  Anthony’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Politically  he  was  a  democrat  and  served  at  one  time 
in  the  state  senate.  His  wife,  who  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  was  born  at 
San  Fele,  Italy,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Sebastin  Caputi,  who  came  to 
America  from  Italy  in  the  early  ’70s,  and  later  was  a  retail  grocer  in 
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Buffalo  and  a  large  real  estate  owner.  Before  coming  to  this  country, 
he  had  been  a  cavalryman  in  the  King’s  army  in  1870. 

S.  James  Naples  graduated  from  Canisius  high  school  in  1915,  then 
entered  Canisius  College,  and  from  this  institution  received  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1919,  and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1920.  He  began 
the  study  of  law  at  Columbia  University,  but  abandoned  his  intentions 
to  become  a  lawyer  to  enter  newspaper  work.  He  was  first  a  reporter  on 
the  Inquirer,  and  subsequently  upon  the  News,  then  the  Times,  then  the 
Commercial,  and  from  1923  to  1925  was  political  editor  of  the  Courier. 
Mr.  Naples  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  bureau  of  water  in 
1926,  and  in  the  same  year  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  department  of 
public  works,  which  latter  position  he  held  until  1928,  then  became  assis¬ 
tant  to  the  president  of  the  Commercial  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  his 
present  incumbency. 

Mr.  Naples  is  a  member  and  secretary  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Meadowbrook  Golf  and  Country  Club;  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Italian 
Historical  Society;  the  Newspaper  Men’s  Golf  Club;  the  Phi  Delta  Phi 
legal  fraternity;  the  Canisius  Alumni  Association;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23, 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  and  the  Annunciation  parish  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Buffalo. 

At  Buffalo,  April  9,  1920,  occurred  the  marriage  of  S.  James  Naples 
and  Miss  Mildred  Hull,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gilbert  Hull,  who  were  born  at  Buffalo,  where  Mr.  Hull  is  president 
of  the  Queen  City  Milling  Company;  Mrs.  Hull  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Naples 
graduated  from  St.  Brigid’s  parochial  school  and  the  Sacred  Heart 
Academy  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Annunciation  parish. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Naples  one  son  has  been  born,  James 
Hull  Naples,  whose  natal  date  is  May  24,  1923. 


FRANK  HISCOCK  MESSENGER 

In  the  front  rank  of  Buffalo  business  men  was  the  late  Frank  Hiscock 
Messenger,  whose  death  occurred  in  this  city  on  March  2,  1921.  His 
life  record  was  unimpeachable  in  every  respect.  His  interest  in  his  church 
was  a  laudable  feature  of  his  career,  and  he  likewise  manifested  a  loyal 
and  enthusiastic  attitude  toward  many  other  affairs  of  local  importance. 
His  birth  occurred  at  Rochester,  New  York,  October  15,  1872,  his  parents 
being  Eugene  L.  and  Eliza  (Stillson)  Messenger.  The  father  was  an 
inventor  of  note,  and  for  many  years  was  associated  with  the  Jewett 
Stove  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  died  when  his  son,  Frank  H.,  was  a  young 
boy.  The  Messenger  family  in  this  country  was  of  English  descent.  Eliza 
(Stillson)  Messenger  was  of  noteworthy  lineage  also,  having  been  a 
granddaughter  of  Eli  Stillson,  who  was  associated  with  DeWitt  Clinton 
in  laying  out  the  old  Erie  Canal. 

Frank  H.  Messenger  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  Fulton,  New  York,  and  in  the  latter  city  began  his  business 
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career.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Auburn,  New  York,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  A.  A.  Boyd  in  1891.  In  1901,  he  became  a  half  owner  in  the 
Auburn  Hame  Company,  and  in  1905,  when  this  company  was  merged 
with  the  United  States  Hame  Company,  Mr.  Messenger  was  made  a 
director  and  treasurer,  in  which  offices  he  remained  until  his  death.  He 
moved  to  Buffalo  in  1913,  to  assume  his  duties  at  the  local  office  of  the 
company.  In  political  affairs,  Mr.  Messenger  was  a  progressive.  He  was 
unusually  active  in  church  work,  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  was  president  of  the  St.  Andrews  Men’s  Club.  He  belonged  to  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Rotary  Club. 

On  July  8,  1903,  Mr.  Messenger  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Isabelle 
Ives,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benoni  I.  and  Julia  (Hosmer)  Ives,  of  Auburn, 
New  York. 

Rev.  Benoni  I.  Ives,  D.  D.,  L.  H.  D.,  was  widely  known  in  his  day  as  a 
preacher  and  as  a  writer.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Syracuse  University.  His  family  originally  went  from  Ver¬ 
mont  to  Lansing,  New  York,  where  Rev.  Ives  was  born  January  2,  1822. 
Later,  the  family  moved  to  Michigan,  where  they  and  others  named  their 
first  small  settlement  Lansing,  in  memory  of  Lansing,  New  York.  He  was 
chaplain  of  Auburn  prison  for  many  years.  One  of  the  many  churches 
which  he  dedicated  was  the  Tabernacle  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  He  was 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Auburn,  New  York,  for 
many  years.  Julia  (Hosmer)  Ives,  his  wife,  was  born  at  Lyons,  New  York, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  women  to  graduate  from  Genesee  College  at 
Lima,  New  York.  She  was  of  New  England  descent,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Hosmer,  a  writer  of  note,  among  his  works  being  The  Higher 
Law  in  the  Relations  to  Civil  Government,  published  in  1852.  He  was 
an  army  chaplain  during  the  Civil  war.  Through  excessive  work  and 
public  speaking,  he  suffered  a  stroke  while  on  the  platform,  and  for 
nineteen  years  was  a  victim  of  paralysis. 

Julia  I.  (Ives)  Messenger,  one  of  the  leading  women  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  was  born  at  Auburn,  New  York,  graduated  from  Mt.  Holyoke 
College  and  then  entered  Syracuse  University,  from  which  she  received 
a  degree  in  history,  under  Dr.  Mace.  She  next  spent  a  year  abroad, 
where  she  studied  at  the  Oxford  summer  school,  but  returned  in  1903  to 
marry  Frank  H.  Messenger.  She  has  shown  extraordinary  ability  as  a 
public  speaker,  a  talent  inherited  from  her  father.  She  is  the  founder 
of  the  Auburn  College  Club,  and  was  first  president  of  the  Syracuse 
University  Club  at  Auburn,  New  York.  In  Buffalo,  she  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  College  Club,  also  was  its  first  house  chair¬ 
man  and  served  as  president  for  five  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  the  City  Federation,  and  was  president  of  this  organization  for  four 
years.  During  this  time,  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo  was  organized,  of 
which  Mrs.  Messenger  was  elected  president  and  still  holds  this  position. 
She  is  secretary  of  the  State  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs ;  secretary  and 
vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association ;  a  director  in  the 
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Urban  League;  chairwoman  of  the  civic  committee  and  member  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club ;  was  active  on  the  committee  on  prison  reform 
work  and  is  president  of  the  College  Club.  During  the  World  war,  the 
booth  in  connection  with  this  last  named  club,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Messenger,  raised  the  sum  of  a  half  million  dollars  for  the  cause. 
She  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party  in  politics,  and  is  a  former 
committeewoman.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lake  Shore  Club,  and  for 
the  past  year  has  been  regional  director  of  the  program  of  her  sorority 
under  the  University  Guild.  The  town  home  of  Mrs.  Messenger  is  sit¬ 
uated  at  216  Summer  street  in  Buffalo,  while  her  summer  home  is  at 
Derby,  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Messenger  became  the  parents  of  four  children.  Theo¬ 
dore  Ives  Messenger,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Staunton  Military  Academy, 
is  now  employed  by  the  Westinghouse  Electrical  Company  at  Buffalo. 
Charles  Linthicum  Messenger,  the  second  son,  is  a  graduate  of  Lima 
College  and  Syracuse  University.  He  then  entered  aviation  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  Syracuse  airport,  Colonial  Western  Airways, 
and  so  successfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his  position  that  he 
was  promoted  to  traffic  manager  of  the  Colonial  Western  Airways  and 
Canadian  Line  Service  at  Toronto,  Canada.  He  married  Miss  Christabel 
Wiltse  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  Eleanor  Louise  Messenger  is  a  graduate 
of  Franklin  school,  and  is  now  in  college.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Messenger 
is  a  graduate  of  Miss  Woods  School  of  Langhorne,  Pennsylvania. 


FRANCIS  E.  FRONCZAK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Francis  E.  Fronczak,  one  of  Buffalo’s  distinguished  physicians, 
has  for  the  past  twenty  years  rendered  able  and  effective  service  as  health 
commissioner  of  the  city  while  in  other  phases  of  medical  practice  also 
he  has  given  appreciated  aid  to  his  fellowmen.  Born  in  Buffalo,  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1874,  he  is  a  son  of  Adelbert  and  Victoria  (Jaworska) 
Fronczak.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Inowroclaw,  Poland,  and 
participated  in  the  Polish  insurrections  of  1848  and  1863,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1870  and  here  spent  his  remaining  years. 

Francis  E.  Fronczak  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  of  his  home  city,  and  then  entered  Canisius  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
1894,  receiving  also  his  Master  degree  from  his  alma  mater  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  He  continued  his  education  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from 
which  he  received  his  degree  in  medicine  in  1897  and  in  law  in  1900.  He 
also  took  post-graduate  work  at  Canisius  College,  studying  philosophy,  and 
at  Jagellonian  University,  Krakow,  Poland,  where  he  studied  medical 
jurisprudence,  preventive  medicine  and  state  medicine. 

Dr.  Fronczak  entered  upon  active  practice  in  Buffalo  in  1897  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  ensuing  two  years  was  physician  to  the  Erie  county  penitentiary, 
at  Buffalo.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  municipal  civil  service  commis- 
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sion  of  Buffalo  from  1898  to  1902  and  was  health  officer  of  the  town  of 
Cheektowaga,  a  suburb  of  Buffalo,  from  1899  until  1910.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  charter  revision  commission  in  1906 ;  was  assistant 
health  commissioner  of  the  city  during  1907-8-9,  and  has  served  as  health 
commissioner  continuously  since  1910.  He  is  a  member  of  the  council  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  associate  professor  of  hygiene  and  pre¬ 
ventive  medicine  at  that  institution ;  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary  and  Wettlaufer  Clinic ;  president  of  the  medical  staff  of  Mercy 
hospital;  vice  president  of  the  Veterans’  Mountain  Camp,  American 
Legion  of  New  York  state  and  a  member  of  the.  board  of  directors  of  the 
Memorial  hospital. 

Dr.  Fronczak  saw  much  active  service  during  the  World  war  and 
passed  through  a  number  of  thrilling  experiences.  He  was  president  of 
the  Central  Polish  Relief  Committee  of  America  from  1914  to  1918  and 
after  the  United  States  became  involved  in  the  war  he  served  as  a  major 
and  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Polish  national  committee  in  Paris,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Poles  of  America.  In  this  committee  Poland  was  represented  in 
the  councils  of  the  Allies,  and  as  a  member  of  the  committee  Dr. 
Fronczak  was  director  of  the  department  of  the  physical,  moral  and 
material  welfare  of  the  Polish  Army  and  in  charge  of  Polish  war  prison¬ 
ers,  refugees,  expatriates  and  orphans  in  France,  Siberia,  Morocco  and 
England.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  on  the  Marne,  in  Champagne  and 
Lorraine  on  the  western  front,  being  wounded  in  the  Marne  offensive  at 
Verzey,  Fabert  sector,  near  Rheims,  on  June  8,  1918;  and  was  gassed 
July  18,  1918,  near  St.  Hillaire.  He  also  served  in  various  campaigns 
on  the  eastern  front,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  Bolsheviki  in  April, 
1919,  near  Pinsk. 

The  Doctor  was  commissioner  of  and  the  medical  counselor  to  the 
first  American  Red  Cross  commission  to  Poland  in  1919.  His  war  serv¬ 
ice  brought  him  various  honors,  including  knighthood  in  the  French 
Legion  of  Honor,  the  French  Croix  de  Guerre  and  Medaille  Militaire, 
the  Cross  of  Valor  of  Poland,  the  Gold  Cross  of  Merit,  Haller’s  Swords, 
commander  in  the  Order  of  Polonia  Restituta  and  many  others.  Canisius 
College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  of  Public 
Health  in  1917 ;  the  University  of  Warsaw  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  1919,  and  the  Army  Sanitary  School  of  the  Republic  of  Poland 
gave  him  an  honorary  diploma  in  1927. 

Dr.  Fronczak  was  president  of  the  American  School  Hygiene  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  is  the  honorary  president  of  the  Polish  Physicians  and 
Dentists’  Association  of  America,  the  Polish  Physicians’  Association  of 
Buffalo,  the  Polish  Social  Workers  Association  for  America  and  the 
Polish  Physicians  and  Scientists  of  Europe,  and  is  also  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  of  London,  England.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society, 
the  American  Medical  Association ;  a  fellow  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,  of  which  he  was  vice  president;  the  American  Physi- 
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cal  Education  Association,  American  Tuberculosis  Association,  Ameri¬ 
can  Child  Hygiene  Association,  American  Climatological  Association, 
American  School  of  Physicians’  Association,  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  National  Geographic  Society,  New  York 
State  Sanitary  Officers’  Association,  Medical  Association  of  Central  New 
York,  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine ;  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Association 
for  the  Relief  and  Control  of  Tuberculosis,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Polish  National  Alliance,  the  Polish  Falcons,  Polish  Singers’ 
Association,  Polish  Roman  Catholic  Association,  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  the  American  Legion;  is  commander  of  New  York  State  Chapter 
No.  1,  American  Disabled  Veterans  Association;  American  Association 
of  Military  Surgeons;  Military  Order  of  the  World  War;  Reserve  Offi¬ 
cers’  Association,  Army  and  Navy;  is  a  grand  commander  of  the  Order 
of  Alhambra,  Cordova  Caravan;  the  Omega  Upsilon  Phi  college  frater¬ 
nity,  and  various  other  organizations.  He  is  a  director  of  the  American 
Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  Polish  Loan  Association  of  Buffalo. 

Among  the  many  meetings  and  international  congresses  which  he  has 
attended  are  the  following :  delegate  from  the  University  of  Buffalo  and 
the  bureau  of  education,  United  States  department  of  the  interior,  to 
Krakow  on  the  five  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Krakow,  Poland,  in  1900;  delegate  from  the  American  School 
Hygiene  Association  to  the  Third  International  Congress  of  School 
Hygiene,  Paris,  in  1910;  attended  the  meeting  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,  at  Havana,  Cuba,  in  1911 ;  was  executive  chairman 
of  the  Fourth  International  School  Hygiene  Congress,  held  in  Buffalo  in 
1913;  commissioner  and  medical  counselor,  American  Red  Cross,  to 
Poland;  delegate  from  the  United  States  and  appointed  by  President 
Coolidge  to  the  Fourth  International  Congress  of  Military  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy,  held  at  Warsaw,  Poland,  in  May  and  June,  1927 ;  delegate 
from  the  American  Public  Health  Association  to  the  International  Con¬ 
gress  of  Public  Health  Associations  at  Ghent,  Belgium,  in  June,  1927; 
delegate  from  the  American  Association  of  Hygiene  and  Promotion  of 
Public  Baths  to  the  congress  of  similar  organizations  at  The  Hague,  Hol¬ 
land,  in  July,  1927 ;  delegate  from  the  American  Public  Health  Associa¬ 
tion  to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Sanitation  at  Hastings,  England,  in  July, 
1927 ;  delegate  to  the  Polish  Educational  Institute,  held  at  Lille,  France, 
in  August,  1928.  President  Herbert  Hoover  appointed  him  delegate  from 
the  United  States  to  the  Fifth  International  Congress  of  Military  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Pharmacy,  held  in  London,  England,  in  May,  1929.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  First  Aeronautic  Medicine  Congress,  held  in  Paris  in  1929 ; 
the  International  Congress  of  Public  Health,  at  Zurich,  Switzerland,  in 
1929;  and  the  International  Congress  of  School  Physicians,  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  in  1929.  For  more  than  thirty  years  Dr.  Fronczak  has 
been  engaged  in  the  dissemination  of  information  on  public  health  and 
preventive  medicine,  and  is  the  author  of  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  papers  dealing  with  these  and  kindred  subjects,  in  the  English, 
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German,  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  Polish  languages.  His  articles 
have  been  published  in  a  number  of  American  magazines,  as  well  as  in 
those  of  each  of  these  other  countries. 

On  April  25,  1900,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Dr.  Fronczak  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  Rosalie,  a  daughter  of  Leon  and  Anna  Tucholka, 
of  Buffalo.  To  them  were  born  two  children,  Eugenia  Lucille  Fronczak, 
A.  B.,  A.  M.,  M.  D. ;  and  Lieut.  Edward  James  Fronczak,  who  died  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1929,  while  a  student  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  A  man 
of  earnest  purposes  and  high  ideals,  closely  devoted  to  his  profession,  in 
which  he  has  been  remarkably  successful,  the  Doctor  is  well  worthy  of 
the  honors  which  have  come  to  him,  and  not  only  in  his  home  city,  but 
also  wherever  known,  he  is  accorded  the  highest  esteem  and  appreciation. 


EDWARD  CARLYLE  WARNER 

Edward  Carlyle  Warner  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  & 
Company,  one  of  the  leading  stock  brokerage  and  investment  security 
houses  of  western  New  York,  with  offices  at  287  Main  street.  He  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  July  1,  1895,  a  son  of  Edward  Carlyle,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Plimp¬ 
ton)  Warner,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Buffalo  and  here  died,  the 
father  on  February  11,  1911,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  the  mother 
on  December  27,  1917.  The  father  was  a  merchant  in  this  city,  a  republi¬ 
can  in  politics,  and  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  War¬ 
ner  traces  his  ancestry,  in  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  to  Revolu¬ 
tionary  stock. 

Edward  C.  Warner  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  with 
the  class  of  1914,  and  then  attended  the  University  of  Michigan.  His 
studies  here,  however,  were  interrupted  after  the  United  States  declared 
war  upon  Germany,  by  his  enlistment  in  the  army.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  officers  training  camp  at  Madison  Barracks,  New  York,  and  there 
received  his  commission  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  artillery.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1917,  he  sailed  overseas,  and  in  France  remained  until  July,  1918, 
with  the  Fifteenth  Field  Artillery,  Second  Division,  engaging  with  this 
unit  in  the  offensive  at  St.  Mihiel.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
July,  1918,  and  became  an  instructor  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  While  here 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  in  January,  1919,  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  from  the  military  service  of  his  country.  Return¬ 
ing  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Warner  was  associated  with  the  Wickwire  Steel  Com¬ 
pany  for  one  year;  next  with  the  Buffalo  Steel  Car  Company  for  three 
years;  and  then  with  Vietor,  Common  &  Company,  Incorporated,  for  five 
years.  With  the  equipment  of  these  years  of  experience  and  study  of  the 
business,  Mr.  Warner  then  assumed  his  connection  with  the  firm  of  J.  C. 
Dann  &  Company,  members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

Mr.  Warner  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  belongs 
to  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Ten- 
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nis  and  Squash  Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  the  American  Legion,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 
His  diversions  are  divided  between  three  sports — golf,  tennis,  and  motor¬ 
boating. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married  October  1,  1921,  in  Utica,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Murray,  who  was  born  in  Utica,  a  daughter  of  D.  Clinton  and 
Mary  Louise  (Williams)  Murray,  the  father  being  deceased,  while  the 
mother  resides  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Warner  graduated  from  Miss  Bennett’s 
School  at  Millbrook,  New  York,  with  the  class  of  1918.  She  is  now  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  the  Campanile  Club, 
the  Garret  Club,  and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Warner  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Mur¬ 
ray  Williams  Warner,  born  September  30,  1923,  and  Barbara  Warner, 
born  June  23,  1926.  Mr.  Warner’s  residence  is  at  37  Middlesex  road. 


OTTO  W.  VOLGER 

Otto  W.  Volger,  who  is  now  commissioner  of  jurors  of  Erie  county, 
and  has  served  with  much  credit  as  judge  of  the  municipal  court,  also 
has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  many  years.  A  native  of  Buffalo, 
his  birth  having  occurred  July  15,  1859,  he  is  a  son  of  Edward  F.  and 
Margaret  (Riebling)  Volger.  The  father  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
in  February,  1812,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  January,  1860.  He 
was  a  baby  carriage  manufacturer  and  also  conducted  a  variety  store  at 
412  Main  street  in  Buffalo,  which  was  in  the  reconstructed  Eagle  Tavern. 
His  factory  was  situated  on  Clinton  street,  near  Jefferson.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  died  at  Buffalo  in  1910,  when  eighty-three  years  old.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Adam  Riebling,  who  died  at  Buffalo. 

Otto  W.  Volger  attended  the  grade  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  Central 
high  school,  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Morey  &  Baker. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  1881,  and  remained  with  his 
preceptors  for  a  period  of  six  years  as  managing  clerk.  In  1882  he 
opened  an  office  in  the  Hayen  building  at  Seneca  and  Main  streets,  and 
was  there  one  year,  when  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  municipal  court 
under  Judges  George  S.  Wardwell  and  George  A.  Lewis,  to  succeed  Fred 
Greiner.  Mr.  Volger  held  this  clerkship  for  five  years,  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  Judge  George  S.  Wardwell  and  his  son,  George  Town¬ 
send  Wardwell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wardwell,  Volger  &  Wardwell, 
which  continued  until  1897.  Then  Mr.  Volger  and  Thomas  E.  Boyd  were 
partners,  under  the  firm  name  of  Volger  &  Boyd,  until  January  1,  1900. 
At  this  time,  Mr.  Volger  became  judge  of  the  municipal  court,  and  served 
for  six  years,  declining  a  renomination.  He  afterward  engaged  in  the 
practice  alone  until  October,  1926,  when  he  was  appointed  commissioner 
of  jurors  of  Erie  county,  in  which  position  he  is  now  the  incumbent. 
He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  faith,  while  his  religious  connection  is 
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with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Volger  has  attained  prominence  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  received  the  thirty-third  degree.  He  is 
a  member  and  past  master  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358 ;  past  grand 
representative  of  the  grand  lodge  of  Alabama ;  member  of  the  Supreme 
Council ;  past  master  of  Palmonia  Lodge  of  Perfection ;  and  member  of 
Buffalo  Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Club. 

Mr.  Volger  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  He  was 
counsel  for  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  the 
state  of  New  York;  was  attorney  for  the  German-American  Bank,  now 
the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo;  and  was  secretary  of  the  Marine  Elevator 
Company  of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  Globe  Woven  Belting  Company,  of  which 
he  is  now  a  director.  As  a  young  man,  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Buffalo  City 
Guard  Cadet  Corps,  and  as  such  attended  the  funeral  of  President  Gar¬ 
field.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  staff  of  General 
Rogers.  During  his  youthful  years,  he  had  two  outstanding  hobbies.  He 
bred  St.  Bernard  dogs  and  game  bantams,  and  at  one  time  won  a  bronze 
medal  for  the  best  collection  of  game  bantams  in  the  United  States  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  vice  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Bicycle  Club  in  the  early  ’80s ;  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Tennis  Club,  and  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Ellicott  Club. 
His  diversions  are  now  somewhat  different  in  character,  but  none  the  less 
interesting.  He  owns  a  sixty-seven  acre  fruit  farm  at  Burke,  New  York, 
and  grows  apples,  pears  and  cantaloupes  extensively,  giving  all  his  avail¬ 
able  time  aside  from  his  professional  duties  to  this  agricultural  activity. 

On  September  23,  1885,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Volger  married  Miss  Helen 
Eugenie  Farthing,  a  native  daughter  of  Buffalo.  Her  parents,  George 
and  Matilda  (Kelly)  Farthing,  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Volger  secured 
her  education  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Miss  Curtis  School  for  Girls, 
and  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Volger 
had  a  daughter,  Albertine  E.,  who  was  born  July  13,  1887,  and  died  in 
December,  1891. 


EDWARD  J.  GLASCOTT 

One  of  the  modernly  equipped  undertaking  establishments  of  western 
New  York  is  that  owned  and  conducted  by  Edward  J.  Glascott,  and  sit¬ 
uated  at  1027  Abbott  road  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Glascott  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
March  4,  1899,  a  son  of  Edward  J.  and  Bridget  (Fitzhenry)  Glascott. 
The  father  was  born  at  Wexford,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  eighteen  years  old.  In  Buffalo  he  engaged  in  the  milk  business  for 
many  years  and  later  he  and  his  son,  Andrew  J.,  started  a  livery  business, 
which  continued  for  sixteen  years.  He.  died  in  July,  1929,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years.  He  was  a  popular  man  in  the  city,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  active  politicians  in  the  old  first  ward.  His  wife,  who  now  resides 
with  her  son,  Edward  J.,  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born  at  251  Fulton  street, 
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in  the  same  room  where  Edward  J.  was  subsequently  to  enter  the  world. 
Her  parents  arrived  in  Buffalo  from  Ireland  at  an  early  date.  By  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Glascott,  she  became  the  mother  of  four  daughters 
and  two  sons,  namely:  Andrew  J.,  Anastasia,  Ella,  Mary,  Josephine,  and 
Edward  J. 

Andrew  J.  Glascott,  the  oldest  brother  of  E.  J.  Glascott,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  an  engineer  on  the  South  Buffalo  Railroad,  then  was  in 
the  livery  business  with  his  father  for  sixteen  years,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  chief  smoke  inspector  for  the  city  of  Buffalo.  He  married 
Mary  Dumphy  of  Buffalo,  who  died  in  1921,  leaving  three  children. 
He  was  married  secondly  to  Elizabeth  Leary,  and  three  children  were 
also  born  to  this  union. 

Anastasia  Glascott,  the  second  in  the  order  of  birth,  who  died  in 
March,  1928,  was  the  wife  of  Eugene  J.  McGrath,  of  Buffalo,  formerly  a 
partner  of  Edward  J.  Glascott  in  the  undertaking  business,  but  sold  to 
the  latter  in  1923. 

Ella  Glascott  is  the  wife  of  George  McCleary,  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
who  is  purchasing  agent  for  the  Eastman  Kodak  Company  and  they  have 
a  daughter,  Josephine. 

Mary  Glascott,  born  in  Buffalo,  has  been  married  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Ilene  and  John. 

Josephine  Glascott  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Edward  J.  Glascott  was  educated  in  St.  Bridget’s  parochial  school, 
then  attended  Canisius  College  for  two  years,  and  later  a  business  college. 
He  entered  the  undertaking  business  as  an  employee  of  Edward  J.  Dug¬ 
gan,  Buffalo  mortician,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  then  was 
with  Peter  Eckert  one  year;  with  Thomas  J.  Crowley  one  year;  with 
Oliver  Blair,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  next  with  Timothy  Driscoll  &  Son,  of 
Buffalo,  for  two  years.  These  men  were  capable  undertakers  and  in  his 
association  with  them  he  learned  the  business  most  thoroughly.  In  1921, 
he  first  engaged  in  business  for  himself  at  386  Louisiana  street  in  Buffalo, 
and  remained  there  for  seven  years. 

In  March,  1928,  Mr.  Glascott  erected  one  of  the  most  complete  funeral 
homes  of  western  New  York  at  1027  Abbott  road  in  Buffalo.  The  archi¬ 
tecture  is  of  colonial  type,  and  the  furnishings  include  a  pipe  organ 
installed  in  an  alcove  with  sliding  doors.  Three  funerals  may  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  Glascott  home  at  one  time.  The  operating  room,  of  modern 
construction,  has  every  detail  of  convenience.  Rich  furnishings  and  car¬ 
pets  adorn  the  interior,  and  the  spacious  office  is  equipped  with  period 
furniture.  Mr.  Glascott’s  living  quarters  are  upstairs,  where  his  mother 
also  resides,  and  the  basement  is  fitted  up  as  a  men’s  lounge,  which  is 
an  innovation  in  itself.  The  rear  of  the  building  is  a  modern  garage  and 
he  has  three  funeral  cars,  ambulance  and  private  car,  all  Lincoln  manu¬ 
facture.  The  undertaking  parlors  are  capable  of  accommodating  four 
hundred  at  funerals. 

Mr.  Glascott  was  married  September  17,  1924,  to  Elizabeth  O’Connor, 
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whose  death  occurred  seventeen  months  later.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Order 
of  Orioles,  the  Orpheus  Singing  Society,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club, 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Transit  Valley  Country  Club,  the  Sidney  Hill 
Mutual  Rowing  Club,  the  Colonial  Country  Club  of  Canada,  of  which 
he  is  a  director;  and  the  891/2  Club  of  Sherwood  Road,  Ridgeway,  Ontario. 
The  family  attend  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Buffalo. 


WILLIAM  OTTO  WEIMAR 

The  business  career  of  the  late  William  Otto  Weimar  is  typical  of  the 
successful,  competent,  and  energetic  man  of  affairs.  He  was  an  archi¬ 
tect  of  brilliant  talents,  and  during  his  active  years  in  this  profession  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  his  services  were  valued  highly.  He  was  an  inter¬ 
ested  participant  in  civic  and  political  matters,  was  one  of  the  leading 
republicans  of  the  city  and  was  county  supervisor  from  1900  to  1906, 
alderman  from  1906  to  1912,  and  city  councilman  from  1912  to  1916,  all 
years  of  loyal  service  to  his  home  community.  Mr.  Weimar  was  a  native 
son  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occurred  August  28,  1867,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  a  resident  of  the  city  until  his  death  November  26,  1927. 

He  was  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Agnes  (Heist)  Weimar,  the  former 
having  been  born  in  Wiirttemberg,  Germany,  in  1825,  whence  he  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1843.  He  was  a  cabinetmaker,  and  subsequently 
wTas  employed  in  the  local  post  office.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  Wiirt- 
temberg  in  1832,  and  came  to  Buffalo  with  her  parents  in  1833.  The 
Weimars  comprise  one  of  the  old  families  of  Germany,  members  of  which 
owned  the  famous  Weimar  vineyards  many  years  ago.  The  town  of 
Weimar  later  became  a  noted  seat  of  learning.  Agnes  (Heist)  Weimar 
was  prominent  during  the  Civil  war  days,  was  president  of  the  Soldiers 
Relief,  and  worked  untiringly  to  assist  all  the  enlisted  men  during  this 
harrowing  period.  Many  stories  are  on  record  of  her  heroism  and  sac¬ 
rifice.  William  Otto  Weimar  was  one  of  twelve  children  born  to  his 
parents.  One  of  his  brothers,  Phillip,  now  deceased,  was  a  captain  in 
the  Spanish-American  war.  He  has  two  sisters  and  three  brothers  sur¬ 
viving,  namely:  Mrs.  Susan  Hise,  of  Buffalo;  Miss  Agnes  Weimar,  head 
of  the  Sunnyrest  Sanitarium,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado;  Henry  G. 
and  Matthias,  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  and  John,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

William  Otto  Weimar  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  12  at  Buffalo, 
but  on  account  of  a  promising  offer  in  the  office  of  Richard  Wade  he 
laid  aside  his  text-books  when  he  was  only  twelve  years  of  age.  However, 
he  studied  through  his  own  initiative  during  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
and  was  in  ample  measure  a  man  who  could  be  called  well-educated.  He 
was  first  employed  by  an  architect,  and  after  a  short  period  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  resigned  to  accept  a  better  place  with  a  Mr.  Bethune,  architect. 
Soon  afterward  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  architectural  firm  of  Esen- 
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weiii  &  Johnson  as  supervising  architect,  and  with  them  remained  until 
1918,  after  which  he  became  secretary  of  the  Harmonia  Fire  Insurance 
Company. 

Mr.  Weimar  was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles, 
of  Uncle  Sam’s  Lodge,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Boreal  Club.  His  religious  connection  was  with  the  Evangelical  Church. 
He  was  much  interested  in  the  American  national  game,  and  at  one  time 
Was  president  of  the  Albion  baseball  club. 

On  November  28,  1889,  Mr.  Weimar  married  Miss  Barbara  Yeager, 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Hoff)  Yeager,  who 
were  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1854.  Mr. 
Yeager  was  born  March  3,  1826,  and  his  wife  June  6,  1826.  Mrs.  Weimar 
is  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Women’s  Club  of  Buffalo.  By  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Weimar,  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children.  Elsie 
Weimar  is  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Moore  of  Buffalo.  Susette  B.  is  the 
wife  of  John  F.  Cullen  of  Buffalo.  Ida  Katherine  Weimar  was  educated 
at  Masten  Park  high  school,  the  Buffalo  Normal  School,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Buffalo,  having  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1926  with  the  B.  S.  E. 
degree,  and  is  now  teaching  social  science  at  the  Lafayette  high  school 
of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Tri  Sigma  sorority,  the  Women 
Teachers  Association,  and  the  High  School  Teachers  Association.  She  is 
also  interested  in  Camp  Fire  work,  and  is  guardian  of  the  Red  Jacket 
Camp  Fire  Girls.  Eloise  Marie  Weimar  is  a  graduate  of  the  public 
schools  and  Buffalo  Normal  School,  and  is  now  teaching  domestic  science 
at  school  No.  45  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Sigma  sorority, 
and  is  also  interested  in  Camp  Fire  work,  being  president  of  the  Camp 
Fire  Girls.  Matthew  Weimar,  the  son,  graduated  in  law  from  Cornell 
University  in  1917,  and  is  now  prominently  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Buffalo.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  Shriner, 
and  belongs  to  the  University  Club,  the  Cornell  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Marshall  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  republican.  A  more  extended  mention  of  Matthew  Weimar  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 


WILLIAM  J.  BURKE 

William  J.  Burke,  president  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  public  affairs  of  this  city 
for  the  past  forty-four  years,  during  which  period  he  has  won  a  high 
reputation  as  a  capable  and  trustworthy  official.  He  was  born  in  Mount 
Sterling,  Illinois,  September  5,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Bridget 
(Walsh)  Burke.  Six  children  of  the  family  survive. 

William  J.  Burke  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  obtained  employ- 
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ment  in  the  grocery  store  of  Austin  Hanrahan.  He  next  entered  the 
service  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  as  a  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
employed  until  1887,  when  he  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  office  of 
the  water  department  of  Buffalo.  Later  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
office  of  the  city  school  department,  where  he  remained  for  seventeen 
years  as  chief  clerk.  In  1909  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  taking  office  in  1910,  and  he  is  now  president  of  that  body.  His 
twenty-one  years’  service  on  the  board  of  assessors  has  been  highly  com¬ 
mended  and  has  given  general  satisfaction. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Burke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  T. 
Cullen,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Cullen,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  eight  children,  namely:  Edward  J.,  who  is  deceased;  Isabel;  William 
A.;  Harry  T. ;  Paul  F. ;  John  Emerson,  who  has  also  passed  away;  Marie 
T. ;  and  Anna.  Mr.  Burke  has  fraternal  affiliation  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Orioles, 
and  is  deservedly  popular  throughout  the  wide  range  of  his  acquaintance. 


CARLYLE  E.  WEINIG 

Carlyle  W.  Weinig  has  created  a  manufacturing  enterprise  conducted 
under  the  name  of  the  Weinig  X-Ray  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  the 
president.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  4,  1898,  a  son  of  William  D. 
and  Charlotte  Lillie  (Heineman)  Weinig,  and  represents  the  fourth  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  family  in  this  city.  The  first  of  the  name  to  locate  here 
was  Daniel  F.  Weinig,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  after  coming  to 
this  country  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  near 
Lancaster,  New  York,  but  lived  for  several  years  in  Buffalo,  where  his 
demise  occurred.  His  son,  Daniel  Weinig,  was  born  in  this  city  and  fought 
for  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  civil  strife.  With  business  interests 
of  Buffalo  he  was  prominently  identified  as  a  member  of  the  L.  C.  Weller 
Furniture  Company  and  one  of  its  forceful  and  capable  executives.  He 
married  Catherine  Weller  and  both  were  lifelong  residents  of  Buffalo. 
Their  son,  William  D.  Weinig,  was  born  in  this  city  July  18,  1865,  and 
was  long  engaged  in  the  lithographing  business  here  as  president  of  the 
Graphic  Arts  Company  but  is  now  living  retired.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  votes  with  the  republican  party.  His  wife  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November  23,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Karl  and  Charlotte  (Ellebrook)  Heineman.  Her  father,  Karl  Heineman, 
was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Heineman,  whose  life  was  spent  in  Ger¬ 
many.  Karl  Heineman  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and  in  his  youth 
sought  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world,  arriving  in  this  country  sev¬ 
eral  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  participated.  He  spent  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  in  Philadelphia.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  Berlin 
and  both  passed  away  in  the  Quaker  City. 

Their  grandson,  Carlyle  E.  Weinig,  passed  through  consecutive  grades 
to  his  graduation  from  grammar  school  No.  16  and  in  1916  completed  a 
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course  in  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo.  Going  to  New  York  city, 
he  studied  the  manufacture  of  X-ray  machines  until  July,  1917,  when  he 
went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World 
war.  He  was  trained  in  the  ground  school  of  the  Naval  Flying  Corps  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  there  remaining  until  November,  1918,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  and  had  attained  the  rank  of  ensign.  With 
his  return  to  Buffalo  he  began  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  X-ray  equip¬ 
ment,  incorporating  the  business  in  1923,  and  has  since  been  president 
of  the  Weinig  X-Ray  Company,  Inc.  His  plant  is  at  271  Delaware  avenue. 
In  addition  to  his  manufacturing  operations  he  is  asociated  with  financial 
interests  as  a  salesman  for  the  Baker-Putnam  Company  of  Buffalo,  invest¬ 
ment  bankers,  with  whom  he  formed  this  connection  June  1,  1930. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1924,  Mr.  Weinig  was  married  in  this  city  to 
Miss  Rita  Huntington  Peabody,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of 
Charles  M.  and  Henrietta  (Oldmixon)  Peabody.  Mrs.  Weinig  attended 
the  Franklin  school  in  Buffalo,  continuing  her  studies  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  New 
York.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Daniel  Peabody,  who  was  born  April  1,  1926;  and  Rita,  born  March  21, 
1928.  The  parents  are  members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  Mrs. 
Weinig  is  also  identified  with  the  Junior  League  and  the  Garret  Club, 
while  Mr.  Weinig  belongs  to  the  Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club.  He  finds  diversion  in  sailing  and  also  enjoys  the  sport  of  hunting. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican  but  has  never  sought  public  office,  as  business 
affairs  occupy  his  time. 


EDMUND  FRANCIS  COOKE 

Edmund  Francis  Cooke,  who  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  law 
practice  in  Buffalo  during  the  past  two  decades,  has  also  long  figured 
prominently  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  New  York 
assembly  prior  to  being  chosen  representative  of  the  forty-first  New  York 
district  in  the  seventy-first  congress,  which  ended  its  session  March  4, 
1931.  He  was  born  in  Prescott,  Arizona,  April  13,  1885,  a  son  of  John 
H.  and  Mary  (Goodman)  Cooke,  and  attended  the  public  schools  in  the 
acquirement  of  an  education.  After  thorough  preparation  for  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  law,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1910  and  through¬ 
out  the  intervening  years  to  the  present  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
practice  in  Buffalo,  where  he  has  been  accorded  a  most  gratifying  and 
distinctively  representative  clientage.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  members 
of  the  bar  have  been  more  prominent  actors  in  public  affairs  than  any 
other  class  of  the  community.  This  is  but  the  natural  result  of  causes 
which  are  manifest  and  require  no  explanation.  The  ability  and  training 
which  qualify  one  to  practice  law,  also  qualify  him  in  many  respects  for 
duties  which  lie  outside  the  strict  path  of  his  profession  and  which  touch 
the  general  interests  of  society.  Holding  marked  precedence  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  Mr.  Cooke  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  New  York 
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state  assembly,  in  which  he  served  from  1922  until  1928  and  fully  justified 
the  faith  and  support  of  his  constituents.  He  was  then  elected  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  forty-first  New  York  district  in  the  seventy-first  congress,  in 
session  from  March,  1929,  until  March,  1931,  and  made  an  equally  com¬ 
mendable  record  in  the  national  halls  of  legislation  as  a  republican  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  house. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Cooke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jennie  0.  Swanson,  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Eileene  J.,  John  H.  and  Richard  T.  Mr.  Cooke  makes 
his  home  at  Alden,  New  York,  and  maintains  an  office  in  the  Stock 
Exchange  building  of  Buffalo. 


GEORGE  A.  ORR 

One  of  the  principal  law  firms  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  that  of  Wal¬ 
lace,  Orr  &  Wilcox,  the  offices  of  which  are  situated  at  380  Gluck  building 
in  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls.  The  firm  now  consists  of  George  A.  Orr 
and  Ansley  Wilcox,  (II),  Mr.  Wallace  having  died  in  July,  1928.  The 
firm  specializes  in  the  practice  of  corporation,  banking,  and  real  property 
law,  and  also  conducts  considerable  trial  work.  The  members  of  the  firm 
act  as  attorneys  for  the  Power  City  Trust  Company,  the  Niagara  County 
Savings  Bank,  the  Manufacturers  &  Employers  Mortgage  Corporation, 
the  East  Side  Bank  of  Niagara  Falls,  the  Hartford  Accident  &  Indemnity 
Company,  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  the  National  Surety 
Company,  DeVeaux  School,  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company  and  the 
Oakwood  Cemetery  Association. 

George  A.  Orr  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  January  19,  1888.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  obtained  his 
legal  education  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  graduating  with  the  Bachelor 
of  Laws  degree  in  1908.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state 
in  the  following  year.  Mr.  Orr  is  a  member  of  the  Niagara  County,  the 
New  York  State,  and  the  American  bar  associations,  and  belongs  to  the 
Delta  Chi  legal  fraternity. 


GEORGE  F.  PFEIFFER 

In  accountancy,  the  reputation  of  George  F.  Pfeiffer,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  is  widespread  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  particularly  in  federal  and 
state  income,  inheritance  and  estate  taxes.  His  experience  as  an  account¬ 
ant  and  in  tax  work  has  been  broad  and  diversified,  and  he  has  made  a 
thorough  and  exhaustive  study  of  his  profession.  He  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  February  3,  1892,  and  is  a  son  of  George  J.  and 
Julia  (Birmingham)  Pfeiffer. 

George  J.  Pfeiffer  was  born  in  Buffalo  December  31,  1863,  and  now 
resides  in  this  city,  having  retired  from  his  vocation  as  engineer  with  the 
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Pennsylvania  Railroad,  which  employment  he  held  for  forty-seven  years. 
He  is  a  democrat,  and  a  member  of  St.  Theresa’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Anna  Pfeiffer,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  died  at  Buffalo,  where  Adam  Pfeiffer  was  a  retail  grocer.  Julia 
(Birmingham)  Pfeiffer,  the  mother  of  George  F.,  was  born  at  Batavia, 
New  York,  April  15,  1867,  and  now  lives  at  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Birmingham,  who  were  born  in  Ireland  and  died  at  Ba¬ 
tavia  ;  the  father  was  a  merchant  tailor. 

George  F.  Pfeiffer  received  his  education  in  public  school  No.  26,  St. 
Joseph’s  parochial  school,  and  Canisius  College.  He  then  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  national  treasury  department,  in  the  income  tax  unit  at 
Buffalo,  and  later  he  was  stationed  at  New  York  city,  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  at  Albany,  New  York,  altogether  holding  this  employment  for  nine 
years.  In  1923,  he  entered  upon  his  work  as  a  public  accountant,  special¬ 
izing  in  federal  and  state  income,  inheritance  and  estate  taxes  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  His  offices  are  now  situated  at  292-298  Main  street  in  Buffalo. 
He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Progressive  Engineering  Corp.  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Institute  of  Accountants.  He  has 
attained  the  fourth  degree  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  belongs  to 
Buffalo  Lodge  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  also  the  Lions 
Club.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party,  and  he  is  a 
communicant  of  St.  Theresa’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Fishing  and  tour¬ 
ing  are  his  favorite  diversions. 

Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  married  October  18,  1922,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Janette 
L.  Regel,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Harry  and  Louise  (Clas- 
son)  Regel,  also  born  in  this  city.  The  father  is  deceased,  and  his  widow 
resides  here.  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  is  a  graduate  of  the  Central  high  school  of 
Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Two  sons 
have  been  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pfeiffer,  as  follows : 
George  John,  born  August  18,  1923,  and  Richard,  born  April  26,  1926. 
The  Pfeiffer  residence  is  located  at  82  Mineral  Springs  road  in  Buffalo. 


RAYMOND  P.  FOWLER 

One  of  the  well  known  and  successful  investment  security  dealers  of 
Buffalo  is  Raymond  P.  Fowler,  whose  offices  are  at  1728  Liberty  Bank 
building.  He  was  born  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  September  11,  1892,  a 
son  of  Charles  E.  L.  and  Carrie  (Knox)  Fowler,  and  traces  his  paternal 
descent  from  William  Fowler,  who  came  to  America  from  England  in 
1636  and  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  he  served  as  one  of  the  first  magis¬ 
trates.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  of  his  family,  Mr.  Fowler 
is  descended  from  Revolutionary  ancestry,  and  his  father  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Federal  Army  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  as  a  bugler  when  he  was 
but  sixteen  years  old. 

Raymond  P.  Fowler  attended  St.  John’s  Manlius  School  and  pursued 
his  advanced  studies  at  Cornell  University  and  Colgate  University,  receiv- 
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ing  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  the  latter  institution  with  the  class 
of  1915.  Intending  at  this  time  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  he  matricu¬ 
lated  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  but  did  not  finish 
the  course.  He  served  overseas  during  the  World  war,  originally  as  an 
ambulance  driver  in  the  French  Army,  whence  he  was  later  transferred 
to  the  American  Army,  with  which  he  participated  in  a  number  of  offen¬ 
sives,  including  the  Chemin  des  Dames,  Craonne,  the  California  Plateau 
and  Malmaison.  Returning  to  the  United  States  in  December,  1917,  he 
went  into  training  at  Fort  Sill,  in  the  artillery,  and  here  received  a  com¬ 
mission  as  second  lieutenant.  He  did  not  again  go  overseas,  but  was 
retained  in  this  country  as  an  instructor.  After  the  armistice  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army  and  came  back  to  Buffalo,  later 
establishing  himself  in  the  investment  security  business  here.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance  among  financial  men  and  investors  and  enjoys  an 
exceptionally  high  class  clientele. 

Mr.  Fowler  married  Miss  Mildred  Palmer,  a  daughter  of  W.  J.  H.  and 
Laura  (Mark)  Palmer.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Patricia 
Knox  Fowler.  The  city  residence  of  the  family  is  at  90  Middlesex  road. 

Mr.  Fowler  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club  and  the  Cherry  Hill  Club.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  Masonry,  having 
membership  in  the  blue  lodge,  the  chapter,  the  council,  the  consistory  and 
the  Mystic  Shrine. 


FRANCIS  E.  BAGOT 

One  of  the  most  successful  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  is  Francis  E. 
Bagot,  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Brendel  &  Bagot,  with  offices 
at  804  Stock  Exchange  building.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  October, 
1878,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  W.  and  Charlotte  (Erickson)  Bagot,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Youghal,  Ireland,  and  the  latter  in  Montreal, 
Canada.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Francis  and  Abigail  (Hayes) 
Bagot.  The  Bagots  are  of  old  English  stock  and  went  into  Ireland  at  the 
time  of  the  conquest  by  Strongbow.  The  name  is  of  Norman  origin  and  is 
very  ancient  in  England,  appearing  on  the  Battle  Abbey  roll  and  on  all 
the  early  rolls  of  England  after  the  Norman  conquest.  Francis  Bagot 
came  to  the  United  States  some  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war  and  settled 
in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  He  proved  his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country 
by  enlisting  in  its  defense  during  the  Civil  war.  He  served  in  Company 
K,  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  during  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Stone  River  was  given  command  of  a  detachment  after  its  command¬ 
ing  officer  was  killed.  In  July,  1864,  Francis  W.  Bagot  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  with  his  mother  and  the  other  children  of  the  family.  They  eventually 
located  in  Buffalo,  where  they  spent  the  remaining  years  of  their  lives. 
To  Francis  W.  and  Charlotte  Bagot  were  born  two  children,  Francis  E. 
and  Grace. 
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Francis  E.  Bagot  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
then  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he 
was  graduated,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1904.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion,  becoming  a  member  of  an  old  and  well  known  firm  which  then  became 
known  as  Brendel,  Standart  &  Bagot.  After  Mr.  Standart  was  elevated 
to  the  bench,  the  firm  became  Brendel,  Magoffin  &  Bagot  and  thus  remained 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Magoffin.  Mr.  Bagot  conducts  a  general  practice, 
but  has  achieved  his  greatest  success  in  corporation  practice,  in  which  he 
is  recognized  as  an  expert,  having  been  retained  as  counsel  in  many  of  the 
most  important  cases  in  the  courts  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  has 
prospered  in  his  material  affairs  and  is  a  director  and  officer  in  several 
corporations,  among  which  are  the  Federal  Concrete  Company,  of  which 
he  is  the  treasurer;  the  S.  C.  Parker  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director 
and  the  vice  president ;  the  American  Bond  Corporation,  of  which  he  is  a 
director;  Hitchner’s  Bakery,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  the  secre¬ 
tary  ;  is  the  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Petrie  Company,  a  holding  com¬ 
pany  of  bakery  corporations,  and  is  president  of  the  Ridgelawn  Cemetery 
Association. 

Mr.  Bagot  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Smead  Atherton,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  0.  and  Electa  (Allen)  Atherton,  of  Leicester,  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  New  York.  To  their  union  have  been  born  three  children, 
namely:  Atherton,  who  is  a  student  in  Cornell  University;  Eunice,  who 
is  attending  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  Charlotte.  Mr.  Bagot  is  a  member  of 
Parish  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Tem¬ 
ple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S. ;  the  Buffalo  Club;  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club;  the 
Launch  Club ;  the  Law  Alumni  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he 
is  a  trustee;  the  General  Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  the  Luncheon  Club.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  very  highly  regarded  in  the  ranks  of  his  profession.  He  has 
shown  a  deep  and  effective  interest  in  matters  concerning  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  his  city  and  county  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  Buffalo’s 
leading  lawyers  and  progressive  citizens. 


JESSE  CHASE  DANN 

Jesse  Chase  Dann,  the  founder  and  head  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Co.,  one  of 
Buffalo’s  most  prominent  stock  brokerage  houses,  has  been  identified  with 
banking  and  investment  security  interests  in  this  city  for  nearly  forty 
years. 

Mr.  Dann  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  12,  1867,  a  son  of  Edward  S.  and 
Jane  Radcliffe  (Webster)  Dann.  As  a  boy,  Jesse  C.  Dann  attended  Public 
School  No.  16,  then  prepared  for  college  in  a  private  institution,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1888,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philo¬ 
sophy.  Impaired  health  compelled  him  to  defer  for  a  few  years  the  be- 
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ginning  of  his  business  career.  In  1890,  Mr.  Dann  entered  the  Buffalo 
Clearing  House,  where  he  continued  for  fourteen  years,  during  most  of 
that  time  acting  as  manager.  During  this  period,  he  became  identified 
with  the  bond  investment  business,  doing  business  under  his  own  name 
and  independently,  and  later  formed  the  firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Co.  This 
concern  developed  a  large  business,  becoming  well  known  in  the  world  of 
finance,  and  was  continued  until  April,  1918.  At  that  date,  Mr.  Dann 
retired  from  business,  thereafter  giving  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  war 
work.  He  served  on  the  executive  committee  of  every  Liberty  Loan  cam¬ 
paign,  acting  as  chairman  of  many  committees.  Before  the  close  of  this 
period,  Mr.  Dann  became  identified  with  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of 
New  York  in  the  Certificates  of  Indebtedness  Department,  acting  as  asso¬ 
ciated  director  of  sales.  In  July,  1919,  he  accepted  the  vice  presidency  of 
the  Citizens  Trust  Company  and,  for  several  years,  was  the  head  of  the 
bond  department  in  that  institution.  In  1924,  Mr.  Dann  organized  the 
firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Co.,  which  has  developed  into  one  of  the  important 
stock  brokerage  houses  in  western  New  York.  This  firm  is  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  and  its  offices  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
Ellicott  Square  building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Swan  streets  are  very 
commodious  and  well  equipped  for  the  transaction  of  all  kinds  of  stock 
brokerage  business.  Mr.  Dann’s  long  experience  in  security  circles  has 
given  him  a  wide  acquaintance,  not  only  among  financial  institutions  and 
investors  of  Buffalo,  but  among  financial  men  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Dann  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  his 
social  connections  include  membership  in  the  Saturn  Club,  of  which  he  was 
formerly  dean;  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  formerly  pres¬ 
ident;  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  and  the 
Graduates’  Club  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Dann’s  recreative  inter¬ 
ests  include  every  outdoor  sport.  During  his  college  days  Mr.  Dann  was 
catcher  on  the  varsity  baseball  club,  and  with  Alonzo  Stagg,  director 
of  athletics  at  the  University  of  Chicago,  as  pitcher,  comprised  one  of  the 
most  noted  batteries  in  baseball  annals  of  Yale. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1893,  Mr.  Dann  married  Miss  Clara  Louise  Sweet, 
of  Buffalo,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  sons.  The  eldest,  Alexander 
P.,  attended  Public  School  No.  16  and  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  prior  to 
entering  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  with  the  class  of  1919.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  serving 
in  the  Ambulance  Corps  as  the  driver  of  a  French  motor  lorry,  later  having 
been  transferred  to  the  American  service.  He  is  a  general  partner  of 
J.  C.  Dann  &  Co.  William  R.,  the  second  son,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
Jesse  C.,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  16,  in  the  Nichols  School 
of  Buffalo,  in  Phillips  Andover  Academy  and  in  Yale  University,  being 
graduated  from  the  last  named  institution  with  the  class  of  1923.  He  is 
also  a  general  partner  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Co.  Mr.  Dann’s  city  residence  is 
at  48  Lexington  avenue,  while  his  summer  home  is  near  Port  Colborne, 
Ontario. 
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